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Boztepe sit alani, Giineydogu Anadolu'da, Diyarbakir ili, Bismil ilce merkezinin 8 km 
dogusunda yeralir (§ekil 1 ve 2). Bugiinkii haliyle Boztepe kiicuk ve goreceli olarak 
aleak bir hoyiiktiir. Bazi yerlerde kiiltiir tabakalan 4 m derinlige ula§masina kar§in, 
hoyiigiin on goriinumiinii cevredeki tepelerden ve kivnmli araziden ayirmak 90k 
gucttir. 

Boztepe'de arkeolojik ara§tirmalar 1999 yih Temmuz ayi ba§inda, hoyiigiin iki farkh 
boliimiinde, dort adet 5x5 m'lik acma ile ba§lami§tir\ Sezon sonu itiban ile bu sayi 
onbir acmaya ve iki sondaja yiikselmi§tir (§ekil 3). Aym zamanda, Boztepe'de ve 
hemen yakininda bulunan Talava§ Tepe'de geni§ caph yiizey ara§tirmasi yapilmi§tir 
(Bkz. §ekil 2 ve a§agisi). Burada, bu calis,malann sonuclannin bir on raporu 
sunulmaktadir. 

Boztepe'deki Kazi Qahs, malar 1 

Boztepe Hoyiigii iizerinin modern bir koyiin kalintilanyla dolu olmasi nedeniyle, 
acmalanmizi iki ayn alanda yogunla§tirdik. Alan A'da bulunan agmalar hoyiigiin 
ortasinda, iki terkedilmi§ evin avlulannda; Alan B'de bulunan agmalar ise hoyiigiin 
giineydogu bolumtindeki bir yolun cevresinde, tahrip gormedigi dii§unulen bir 
bolgede konumlandinlmi§tir (§ekil 3). 

* Arkeolojik 5ah§ma her zaman i?in ortak bir âbanin iiriiniidiir. Pek cok kisi ve kuruma, Yukan Dicle Arkeolojik 
Ara§tirma Projesi'ni hayata gecirme firsati verdikleri i?in te§ekkiirii borq biliriz. 1999 sezonu, National Geographic 
Society, American Philosophical Society ve Turkiye'deki Amerikan Ara§tirma Enstitiisii'nden saglanan comert kay-
naklar sayesinde miimktin olmustur. Ekibimiz bu makalenin yazarlan yamnda, Marco Baldi, Bonnie Bass, Elvan 
Ba§tiirk, Debbie Dilley, Mark Sharp, Jennifer Theiss Sharp, Hiiseyin Ciise ve §ehmuz Aslan'dan olu§mu§tur. 
Turkiye'deki yardimlanndan dolayi TACDAM Ba§kani D05. Dr. Numan Tuna, Jale Velibeyoglu, Diyarbakir Miize 
Miidiirii Sayin Necdet Inal ve Bakanlik temsilcimiz Sayin Ya§ar Yilmaz'a ozellikle te§ekkurlerimizi sunanz. Debbie 
Dilley ve Susannah Topham bu makalenin yazilmasinda bize yardimci oldular. Bu proje aynca, Utah Universitesi Tarih 
Boltimu ogretim uyelerinden ve 9ah§anlanndan biiyiik destek gormiistiir. Bu boliimden ozellikle L. Ray Gunn ve 
Lindsay Adams'a aynca tesekktir ederiz. 
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Alan A 

Alan A'da iki acma ile 9ali§malarmnza ba§ladik. £agimiza ait yapi temellerinin derin 
seviyelere kadar inmesi nedeniyle, Al acmasi ba§ansiz sonuclar verdi. Ancak, yiizey 
seviyesinin 2.6 m altinda Halaf Donemi'ne ait bir mezarhkla kar§ila§tik. ilk iki 
mezardaki buluntulann onemi, acmanin batisindan gelen ba§ka bir mezann da 
bulunmasi ile kazilan alanin bu katmani kapsayacak §ekilde geni§letilmesi i§in yeterli 
neden olu§turdu. Sonucta Halaf mezarhginda a9ilan alanin geni§ligi 12 m 2 olmu§tur ve 
119 mezar tamamen ve bir mezar da kismen a9iga 9ikanlmi§tir. Oliiler, dogu-bati 
yoniinde, bacaklar karma dogru 9ekilmi§ olarak ve yiizleri doguya bakacak §ekilde 
yerle§tirilmi§tir. Her dort mezarda da gomii hediyeleri ele ge9mi§tir. 

Boztepe Halaf Donemi seramik toplulugu basik, di§a-egik diiz kenarh kaplar kiiresel 
ve yuvarlak agizli, boyunlu 9omlekler ve pek 90k minyatiir vazodan olu§maktadir. Bu 
seramiklerde 9e§itli karakteristik Halaf motifleri (§ekil 10) kullanilmi§tir. Bunlar 
arasinda yalnizca agizlarin i9 kisminda goriilen "kirmizi-scalloped" motifi (Watson -
LeBlanc 1990: Fig. 4.7 no. 1 ve 3), krem rengi astar iizerinde siyah ag motifi 
(Wilkinson - Tucker 1995: Fig. 63 no. 12) ve yine krem rengi astar iizerinde su 
damlasi motifi (Watson - LeBlanc 1990: Fig. 4.16 no.l; Wilkinson - Tucker 1995: 
Fig. 63 no. 7; Hijara 1980) sayilabilir. Ozellikle ilgi 9eken bezemeler arasinda turn bir 
kap iizerindeki uzun boyunlu hayvanlann ge9i§ sahnesi vardir (§ekil 12). Boztepe 
Halaf seramik grubu arasinda aynca Watson ve LeBlanc'in tanimladigi (1990: 68-80) 
kaba, bezemesiz mallar da bulunmaktadir. 

Mezar 1 (Al L1009) 

Mezar l 'de, 18 ve 35 ya§lan arasinda, sag yaninin iistiine kuzeye bakacak §ekilde 
gomiilmu§, yeti§kin bir kadin iskeleti bulunmustur. Bacaklar sikica kapali olarak 
govdeye dogru 9ekili, kollar ise dirseklerden biikulerek eller 9ene altinda kalacak 
§ekilde gomulmii§tiir. Kafatasimn arkasinda, kirmizi astar iizeri siyah polka noktalar 
ile boy annus, basik bir 9omlek yerle§tirilmi§tir (§ekil 11). 

Mezar 2 (Al L1009) 

Yukanda a9iklanan Mezar l ' in hemen altmda ikinci bir mezar bulunmu§tur. Bu 
mezarda, 18 ve 35 ya§lan arasinda, Mezar ITe aym dogrultuda sag yam iizerine 
yatmi§ §ekilde bir erkek iskeleti bulunmu§tur. Bacaklar sikica gogiis hizasina kadar 
gekili, kollar ise h a l i t e kuzeye uzanir §ekilde yerle§tirilmi§tir. Kaburgalar arkasinda 
kii9iik bir "collar" 96mlek, sag humerus ve claviclenin bulu§tugu noktada ise bir 
damga muhur bulunmu§tur. 
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Mezar3(Al L1014) 

Mezar 3'te dogu-bati yoniinde uzanmi§ bir yeti§kin iskeleti bulunmu§tur. Cesedin 
gomiildiikten sonra iskeletin yeniden yerle§tirildigi, gogiis ve kafatasinin saga, bacak 
ve ayaklann ise sola bakmasindan anla§ilmaktadir. Korunma ko§ulunun zayif 
olmasmdan dolayi, bu iskeletin cinsiyetini kazi sirasinda anlamak miimkiin olmamishr. 
Bu ki§inin iskeleti de, bacaklan gogiise kadar 9ekilmi§ ve kollan biikulmii§ olarak 
bulunmu§tur. Eller kafatasinin altina gelecek §ekilde yerle§tirilmi§tir. U9 adet kiigiik 
96mlek (iki collar-agiz kenarh comlek ve bir ip delikli kulplu 96mlek) kafatasinin list 
seviyesinin 5 cm dogusunda; iistiinde hayvanlann ge9i§ sahnesi olan kirmizi-kahverengi 
bezemeli bir adet geni§ agizli 9omlek ise kafatasinin arkasina yerle§tirilmi§tir (§ekil 
12). 

Mezar 4 (Al L1015) 

Mezar 4'iin bir bolumii kazi ile ortaya 9ikanlmi§tir. Kafatasi, sol scapula, ve sol 
humerus viicudun bulunan bbliimleridir. Aynca bir adet bezemesiz, di§a-donuk 
boyunlu 96mlek, mezann kuzeyinde kafatasinin yaninda ele ge9mi§tir. 

Kemikler i leride analiz edi lmek iizere Diyarbakir Dicle Univers i tes i 'ndeki 
labaratuvarlara ta§inmi§tir. 

Her ne kadar, Al ve A2 a9malari goreceli olarak birbirlerine yakin konumlarda olsalar 
bile, bu iki a9madan elde edilen sonu9lar 90k farkhdir. A2'de list toprak seviyesinin ve 
bazi modern kahntilann hemen altinda, Demir £agi mimari tabakalanni kesen, i^leri 
sivanmi§ durumda 90k sayida 9ukur bulunmu§tur (§ekil 4). Bu durum bizi, A2 
9ukurunun biti§iginde be§ tane yeni a9ma kazmaya itti. A2 'deki Demir CJagi 
tabakalannin bu §ekilde geni§letilmesi sonucunda kerpi9 duvarh bir Demir £agi evi ve 
onunla ilisjkili tabanlar, saklama 9ukurlan ve 90k sayida firm bulunmu§tur. Bu 
duvarlann hi9 birisinde ta§ temel ya da ust yapida ta§ kullanilmami§tir. Binanin iki 
temel yapi a§amasi vardir. Bu iki a§ama arasinda bina ana duvarlannin yonii biraz 
degi§tirilmi§, ara duvarlar ve taban eklemeleriyle pek 90k ara evre ya§anmi§tir. Bu 
tabakalarda bulunan agir§aklar, dokuma agirliklan ve 90k sayida havan, mekanlann 
kti9iik iiretim, evsel aktiviteler ve tahil tiretimi \qm kullamldigim g6stermi§tir. Sonraki 
daha biiyiik Demir £ag evi, biiyiik bir yangin sonucu yikilmi§ ve list katin 9okiintiisu, 
alt kattaki tabanlan (A2'de) ve mutfagi (A3'de) kaplami§tir (§ekil 5). Bu tahribi 
belirleyen kahn kiil tabakasinin, turn yerle§imin istila sonucu biiyiik o^iide yikimiyla', 
ya da daha geni§ bir baki§ a9isiyla Assur I m p a r a t o r l u g u ' n u n 9okii§iiyle 

1 Bu kapsamda, Yeni Assur haberle§mesindeki pek 50k mektupta sininn bu bbliimiine kar§i olan tehlikelerden 
sozedilmektedir. Bu durumun bir ornegini Boztepe'nin yalnizca birka? kilometre guneyinde bulunan Tushan'da 
yazilan ABL 506 11-22 ve i.O. 8. yy.'in son ?eyregine tarihlenen metindir. Bu metinde §oyle denmektedir: "... u? 
(Urartu yoneticisi) yiiklii hayvanlan ile beraber karsimizda toplandilar. Halk savunma duvalan i?inde; okiizler ve 
koyunlar nehrin bu tarafindalar [yani giiney kiyida]. Yakmda gelecek [bir saldinyi] bekliyor ve izliyoruz" (Lanfranchi -
Parpola 1990: 18). 
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ilintilendirmek, ya da tamamen yerel bir yikim oldugunu soyleyebilmek igin heniiz 
50k erkendir2. Ancak kesin olan bir durum, bu sezonun en ilginc buluntulanmn bu 
yikim tabakasindan gelmesidir. 

A2'nin giineybati ko§esinde, kiil ve dokiintii birikintisi igine gomulmii§ olarak bir 50k 
siradi§i seramik kap bulunmu§tur. Bu buluntular arasindaki seramik parcalari el yapimi 
kaba mallar olup yiizeyleri perdahlidir. Bu grupta kaideler, kaplar ve kil cubuklar ele 
gegmi§tir (§ekil 13). Bu par9alar yikandiktan ve kataloglandiktan sonra kaidelerin iki 
sira kil gubukla birbirine birle§tirildigi ve bir seri kabi destekledigi anla§ilmi§tir (§ekil 
8). Seramik pargalan, yikim tabakasinda yukanda aciklanan tipte 50k sayida canak-
comlek oldugunu ortaya koymaktadir. 

A2 acmasimn batisinda bulunan ve olasihkla Demir £agi evinin hemen di§inda kalan 
A4'te, bir gocuk mezan bulunmu§tur. £ocuk, uzanmi§ ve giineydeki ba§i doguya 
doniik olarak, bir deniz kabugu kolye, iki bronz bilezik ve bir demir hancerle birlikte 
g6mulmti§tur. 

AlanB 

Alan B, hoyiigiin giineydogusunda ve en az tahrip gormti§ boliimu izlenimi veren bir 
bolgede konumlandinlmi§tir. Burada doguya dogru hafif bir egim vardir. Tamamen 
diiz sayilabilecek yiizeyde, Alan A'da sikga rastlanan modern cukurlarm, yiginti ya da 
bina gokiintulerinin izi yoktur. Alan B'de 10 m arayla, 5x5 m'l ik iki set agma 
acilmi§tir. B1 a§masmin yaninda B4 acmasi ve B3 acmasimn yaninda B2 agmasi (bkz. 
§ekil. 3). Bu acmalann higbirinde dikkate deger mimariye rastlanmami§tir, ancak 
birkag kotii korunmu§ tabana ve ilginc buluntulara ula§ilmi§tir. Bu alanda, 90k sayida 
Hellenistik seramik pargasina ve bazi carpici Hellenistik kiigiik buluntulara 
rastlanmi§tir. 

B3 ve B4 agmalan , g a l ^ m a l a n m i z i A Alan i 'nda yogunla§tirmak amaciyla 
kapatmamizdan once, yakla§ik olarak 1 m derinlige kadar kazilmi§tir. Bu iki agma 
kerpic dokiintiisii ve ge§itli buluntular igermesine kar§in, mimari kalint i lar 
bulunmami§tir. B3'te gegici toprak taban iistiinde, ezilmi§ bir seramik kap ve olasi bir 
ta§ seki ya da cali§ma alani bulunmu§tur. B4'te ise 30 cm capinda, bir yiizii diiz, dogal 
olarak kivnlan diger yiiziinde ise 2-3 cm'lik bir oyuk olan bir ta§, kerpic dokiintiiniin 
iginde, dik duran bir saklama kabinin agzinin ustiine ve yanina gelecek §ekilde 
bulunmu§tur. Olasihkla bu ta§ kaba dogru akan bir kanal gorevi gormu§ olmahdir. Bu 
durum evsel bir faaliyetin kamti oldugunu du§iindiirmekte ise de bu sisteme ait ba§ka 
bir kamt ele gecmemi§tir. 

2 Demir Cagi tahrip tabakasinin daha kesin tarihlemesi i?in bu tabakadan ele gesmij olan qok sayida C-14 orneginin 
analiz sonu5lanni bekliyoruz. 
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B2'de de diger Alan B agmalannda buldugumuz kerpig dokiintiisii ile kar§ila§tik. 
Aynca, olasihkla biti§ikteki B3 agmasindan devam eden gegici bir toprak taban ortaya 
gikanlmi§tir. Bu taban iizerinde ezilmi§ bir saklama kabi, bir havan, merkezindeki 
oyuktan tammlanan kiregta§indan bir kapi e§igi mili bulunmu§tur. Tabanla ya da kapi 
mili ile ilintili hicbir duvara rastlanmamistir. Bu tabani kaldirdiktan sonra kazilan alani, 
agmamn giineydogu geyregi ile simrladik. Burada 3.11 m derinlikteki anakayaya 
ula§ana kadar kerpig ve kiil birikintileriyle kar§ila§tik. 

B Alani 'ndaki en dikkat gekici agma B l ' d i . Burada, agmanin ortasinda, kotii 
korunmu§ durumdaki gakiltasj do§eli bir taban iizerinde ezilmi§ iki adet gomlek bu 
tabanin iistiinde, iginde de pek gok havan bulunmu§tur. Aynca, B l ' i n kuzeybati 
ko§esinde, ayn bir gakilta§i taban pargasi, ikinci a§amasi da do§enmi§ olarak 
bulunmu§tur. Bu tabanla ilintili bir duvar pargasi agma duvannda tespit edilmi§tir. 
Ancak biti§ik agma olan B4'te bu duvarin devami ya da bu duvarla ilgili diger 
unsurlara rastlanmadi. £akilta§i tabanin altinda, gok sayida kiil ve kerpig dokiintiisii ile 
dolu yuvarlak gukurlar bulundu. Bu gukurlann mimari ya da arkeolojik buluntulardan 
yoksun toprak tabanlan keserek agildigini tespit ettik. Bu dolgu ve gukurlann ortasinda 
toprakla dolu, biiyiik bir saklama kiipii bulduk, Bu kiipiin, herhangi bir tabanla iliskili 
oldugunu du§unmuyoruz. Olasihkla, gakilta§i tabanla e§zamanli, bu boliimiin ortasinda 
bulunan ba§ka bir tabanin igine gomulmii§tiir. 

Yakla§ik olarak 2 m derinlikte, Bl ' in toprak dolu gukurlarla kaph oldugunu, ancak 
herhangi bir mimari ya da taban olmadigini gordiik. B2 agmasinda ula§tigimiz ana 
kayaya olan mesafeyi anlayabilmek igin, dogu agma duvannm kenannda lx l m'lik bir 
sondaj agtik (§ekil 7). §a§irtici bir §ekilde, bu sondajda A Alani'nindaki birinci 
agmamizdan tanidigimiz Halaf tipi seramiklerle kar§ila§tik. Bu boliimde, 2 m derinlige 
kadar Halaf seramikleri, obsidyen ta§ aletler ve ozellikle domuz kemiklerinin yogun 
oldugu hay van kemikleri bulduk. Ana kaya iizerinde duran Halaf Donemi'ne ait bir 
tabanla birlikte bu sondaj son buldu. Bu gukurun derinligi ve gikanlan Halaf 
malzemeleri, hoyiigiin bu kisminda yogun bir Halaf yerle§iminin A Alani'nda bulunan 
mezarhkla birlikte dii§uniilebilecegini ortaya koymu§tur. 

Belirgin mimarinin eksikligine ragmen, B Alani'nda pek gok ilgi gekici kiigiik buluntu 
ele gegmi§tir. Kiigiik bir bronz igne, silindir §eklinde metal agirhk, Hellenistik 
Donem'e ait iistiinde kegi figiirii aplikli bir kabin agiz kismi, B3 ' tek i dolgu 
kontekslerden ele gegmi§tir. B l ' d e , Hellenistik Donem'e ait iizerinde aslan ba§i 
figiirii bulunan bir seramik kulp pargasi kan§ik tabakalar iginde bulunmu§tur. 
Parlatilmi§ ta§tan yapilmi§ kiigiik bir levha da (7.1 x 3.1 cm) Bl 'deki dolgu iginden 
ele gegmi§tir. Bu levhanin bir yiizii yanm bir silindir §eklinde yuvarlatilmi§, diger 
yiizii ise bir yaninda ufak bir gukur birakilarak diizlenmi§tir. Bunlar di§mda levha 
iizerinde bir dekor yoktur ve fonksiyonu bilinmemektedir. Alan B'den ele gegen diger 
kiigiik buluntular, biiyiik olasihkla Hellenistik Donem'e ait agir§aklar ve dokuma 
agirliklandir. 
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Boztepe Ara§tirmasi 

Boztepe'nin buyuklugunti tarn olarak belirlemek ve ozel aktivite alanlanm aramak i9in 
UTARP ekibi belirlenen alti adet hat uzerinde araziyi taramistir. Daha sonra turn 
seramikleri, 10'ar metrelik arahklarla, birer metre capinda dairelerde, 10 cm derinlige 
kadar topladik (§eki l 3). Tarama bulgular i , a shnda Boztepe yerle§iminin, 
tahminlerimizin otesinde, 90k daha genis, bir alana yayildigi izlenimini vermektedir. 
Ancak Alan B'de de oldugu gibi, bu arazide yapilan sondajlarda (Alan C ve D - bkz. 
§ekil 3) mimariye rastlanmami§tir. Bu sonu9, hoyiik uzerindeki kazi alanlannin 
sonradan tahrip edilmis, tabakalar ile birl ikte degerlendir i ldiginde, modern 
yapila§mamn Boztepe'deki antik kalintilara biiyiik zarar verdigini gostermektedir. 
Alan A ve B'de mimarinin neredeyse tamamen eksik olmasi ve Hellenistik yapilara 
rastlanmamasi bu duruma ornek olarak gosterilebilir. Bu a§amadaki teorimiz, 
Boztepe'nin daha onceden biraz daha yiiksek bir hoyiik oldugu ve olasihkla koye yol 
yapmak iqin yakin zamanda list tabakalann tahrip edildigi yoniindedir. Bu tahrip, iist 
tabakalann kan§masina ve buradaki malzemenin 9evre araziye yayilmasina neden 
oldugu gibi aynca hoyiigiin iistiindeki, Hellenistik Donem yapilannin olmasi gereken 
katlan da yok etmi§tir. Buna kar§in, Alan C'de stratigrafik konumlan bozulmami§ 
Halaf Donemi katmanlari bulmamiz onemlidir. Bu yiizden, Halaf Donemi 'nde 
yerle§imin en az Alan C 'ye kadar geni§ledigini soyleyebiliriz. Ancak yiizey 
taramasindan 9ikan sonu9, hoyiigiin bati ve giineybatisinda bulunan malzemenin toprak 
erozyonu, arazinin siiriilmesi ya da modern toprak tasjnmasi sonucu orada oldugudur. 

Talava§ Tepe Yiizey Ara§tirmasi 

Talavas, Tepe, Bismil il9e merkezinin yakla§ik olarak 15 km dogusunda, Bismil-
Batman karayolunun kenannda, Dicle Nehri koridorunun 5 km kadar kuzeyindeki 
tepelik bir arazidedir. Yerle§im 550 m e§yiikselti 9izgisinin iistiinde, dogal bir tepe 
iizerindedir ve Dicle'nin bir kolu olan Moradan CJayi adli mevsimlik bir akarsuya 
hakim konumdadir (§ekil 2 ve 8). Bu konum Talava§ Tepe'de ya§ayanlara en az iki 
yonden dogal korunma olanagi tanimi§tir. 

Talava§ Tepe 'nin tarn buyiikliigiinii ogrenmek iq'm yerle§im 9evresinde hatlar 
belirledik ve bunlann her birinde 10'ar m arayla belirledigimiz 1 m 9apli dairelerde 
malzeme topladik (§ekil 8). Her dairede toplanan malzeme yogunlugu, yerle§imin 
yayihmim anlamamizi sagladi. Aynca, bu yontemle toplanan belirleyici seramik 
par9alan yerle§imin kronolojik kapsamini, 9e§itli donemlerde yogun olarak yerle§ilen 
bolgeleri ve ozel aktivite alanlannin yerlerini anlamamiza yardimci oldu. Yerle§imi 
dogru olarak tarihleyebilmek iqin elimizdeki karakteristik seramik par9alannin temsil 
edici bir ornegini topladigimiza emin olmak iqin ve yerle§im i^i kronolojik ve aktivite 
farklila§malanm daha iyi analiz edebilmek iq'm olu§turdugumuz topografik birimlerde 
dikkatli bir §ekilde yiiriiyerek yiizey malzemesini topladik (bu metodun a9iklamasi 
i9in bkz. Parker 1997; Wilkinson - Tucker 1995; Cherry et al. 1991). 
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Yiizey taramasi sonuclari, Talava§ yerle§iminin Geg Tung £agi'nda ba§ladigini, Erken 
Demir £agi boyunca siirdugiinii ve Assur Imparatorluk £agi'nda bir noktada aniden 
sona erdigini gostermektedir. Hellenistik ve olasihkla Islami donemlerde harabe 
halindeki Talava§ Hoyiik bir mezarhk olarak kullamlmi§tir. 

Her ne kadar Geg Tung £agi saman ve mineral katkili diiz tabak pargalan yiizey 
taramasinda bulunmadiysa da, daha dayanikli olan dortgen agizh gomlekler bolca ele 
gegmistir (§ekil 9: A ve B) (paralleller igin Bkz. Parker 2000; Bernbeck 1993; 
Pfalzner 1995). Erken Demir £agi seramikleri arasinda, gok sayida, bazilan gizi ve 
dalga bezekli kaplar baskindir (§ekil 9: C, D, E ve G) (paraleller igin bkz. Bartl 1994). 
£ok sayida Demir £agi tipi seramik toplanan malzeme iginde tanimlanmi§tir. Bunlar 
arasinda S-kivnmh ve agik kaplar (§ekil 9: H, I ve N), lokal Demir £agi tiplerinden 
gentikli kulplar, baski tipi §erit ve bazi lokal boyah pargalar sayilabilir (§ekil 9: F, M 
ve olasihkla J) (bu pargalann agiklamasi igin bkz. Parker 1997 ve Parker 2000). iki 
adet ige-dogru egimli agizh kap (§ekil 9: L ve O) ve az sayida islam donemi seramik 
pargasi (§ekil 9: K) ise olasihkla daha geg tarihli mezarhktan gelmektedir. 

Sonug 

1999 yih gali§malannm sonucu olarak, Boztepe'deki Hellenistik Donem yerle§iminin 
biiyiik olasihkla hoyiik iisttindeki modern koy yapila§masi ve siiriim gibi faaliyetler 
sonucu tahrip edildigini soyleyebiliriz. Bunun sonucu olarak, yalmzca Hellenistik 
Donem'e ait kiigiik boyutlu evsel yapilar ortaya gikanlabilmi§tir. Alan A'daki ikinci 
agmamizdaki konut mimarisi ve faaliyet alanlannda da goriildugu gibi Demir £agi 
yapilan daha iyi korunmu§tur. Ancak, antik donem gukurlan ve modern toprak ahmi 
Demir ^!agi yerle§iminde de biiyiik olgude tahribe yol agmi§tir. Bu durum Alan 
A'daki ikiden yediye kadar olan agmalardaki gok sayidaki gukurla, Alan A'da birinci 
agmadaki tarn haldeki Demir £agi malzemesinin bulunmamasiyla da kanitlanmi§tir. 
Buna kar§ihk, en iyi korunmu§ olan ve arkeolojik olarak en biiyiik onemi ta§iyan 
tabakalar Halaf Donemi'ne aittir. 2-3 m2Tik geg donem tabakalan ve modem dokuntti 
altinda bulunan Halaf Donemi mezarligi ve yerle§imi, bizim igin §a§irtici oldugu kadar 
gelecek ara§tirmalar igin de te§vik edici olmu§tur. 

Boztepe'nin tersine, Talava§ Tepe'de modern tahrip fazla degildir. Bu durumda, 
belirlenen hatlar iizerinde arazi taramasmin sonuglan son derece faydali olmu§tur. 
Buradan toplanan malzeme, yerle§imin kronolojisini ve genel ozel l iklerini 
anlamamiza onemli olgude yardimci olmu§tur. Boylece elimizde, Boztepe ve 
bolgedeki diger yerle§imlerle kiyaslayabilecegimiz onemli bir malzeme grubu 
olu§mu§tur. 
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Sekil 1 Yakin Dogu har.it asi, giinumiizdeki durumu. Giineydogu Anadolu ve Kuzey Suriye 
biiyUtiilmus. Dicle uzerinde kare igine alinmis boliim Sekil 2 'de gosterilen bolgedir 
Figure 1 Map of the Near East as it is today with an enlargement of southeastern Turkey and north 
Syria. The box on Tigris river marked with the number "1" is the area shown in figure 2 

in 
• - size unknown • -scatter; less than 0.1 ha. • - small village; 0.11-0.99 ba. O-village; 0.99-5.5 ha a - large village; 5 6- ICS ha. A - sm*U town; 10-5-20-5 ha • • town; 20.5-40.5 ha. -ft » small dry; 40.5-753 ba. 

tillll 
In K n I Hum 

Sekil2 Giineydogu Anadolu'da, Yukan Dicle Vadisi'ndeki Demir Cagi yerlesimlerin yerini yakla§ik 
buyiikluklerini gosteren harita. Boztepe ve Talavas Tepe'nin yerleri isaretlenmistir 
Figure 2 Map showing the location and approximate size of Iron Age sites in the Upper Tigris River 
Valley of southeastern Turkey. The locations of Boztepe and Talavas Tepe are indicated 
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Sekil3 Boztepe tppografik haritasi: Kazi alanlari ve belirlenen hatlar iizerindeki daireler 
gosterilmistir (transekt daireleri olgege gore degildir). Daireler igindeki sayilar, o dairede ele gegen 
toplam seramik pargasi sayisini gostermektedir 
Figure 3 Topographic map of Boztepe with excavation areas and transect circles indicated (transect 
circles are not to scale). The numbers inside the transect circles indicate the number of sherds recovered 
in each circle. 
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Sekil4 Boztepe'den Demir Cagi ganak-gomlekpargalari 
A: Siyah hamur ozii, gok agik kahverengi di§ yiiz (5 YR 7/4), orta mineral katkdi 
B: Kahverengi-siyah arasi hamur ozii, agik kahverengi dis yiiz (7.5 YR 7/3), saman ve mineral katkdi 
C: Agik gri hamur ozii, agik turuncu di§ yiiz (2.5 YR 7/4), saman katkdi 
D: Agik gri boya astar (7.5 YR 8/2), saman katkili 
E: Turuncu hamur, kahverengi-gri hamur ozii, turuncu-agik kahverengi di§ yiiz (7.5 YR 6/6), orta miner
al katkili 
F: Koyu gri hamur (5 YR 4/1) (kirmizimsi kahverengiye dogru koyulasan (5 YR 5/4)), kahverengi dis yiiz 
(5 YR 5/3), orta mineral katkili 
G: Gri-kahverengi hamur, kahverengi-kirmizi arasi di§ yiiz (2.5 YR 5/3), orta mineral katkili 
H: Agik kirmizimsi kahverengi hamur (5 YR 6/4), koyu donuk kahverengi boya astar (10 YR 8/2), ince 
mineral katkili 
I: Turuncu-kahverengiye galan koyu gri hamur ozii, kirmizimsi turuncu dis yiiz (5 YR 6/6), saman/kaba 
mineral katkili 
Figure 4 Iron Age sherds from Boztepe 
A: Black core, light tan surface (5 YR 7/4), medium grit temper 
B: Brown to black core, light brown surface (7.5 YR 7/3), chaff and grit temper 
C: Light grey core, light orange surface (2.5 YR 7/4), chaff temper 
D: Light grey wash (7.5 YR 8/2), chaff temper 
E: Orange fabric, brown-grey core, orange-tan surface (7.5 YR 6/6), medium grit temper 
F: Dark grey fabric (5 YR 4/1) grading to reddish brown (5 YR 5/4), brown surface (5 YR 5/3), medium 
grit temper 
G: Grey-brown fabric, brownish-red surface (2.5 YR 5/3), medium grit temper 
H: Light reddish brown fabric (5 YR 6/4), very pale brown surface wash (10 YR 8/2), fine grit temper 
I: Dark grey core grading to orange-brown, reddish orange surface (5 YR 6/6), chaff/course grit temper 
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TOP SOIL 
COLLAPSE 
CLAY 
LIGHT RED 
POTSHERD 
RODENT HOLE 
PIT 
BRICK 
10YR 6/3 (Pale Brown): Clay loam with 1% pebbles (<1 cm). 
10YR 4/3 (Brown - Light Yellowish Brown): Sandy loam with 1% pebbles (<1cm) and C14bits(<0.5 cm). 
10YR 4/3 - 6/4 (Brown - Light Yellowish Brown): Fine sandy loam with 1% pebbles (< and 1% C14 bits (<0.5 cm). 
10YR 4/3 (Brown): Silt loam with 2% pebbles (<1crn) and 2% C14 bits (<0.5 cm). 
7.5 YR 6/6 (Reddish Yellow): Clay loam (living surface). 
10YR 3/4 (Dark Yellowish Brown): Fine sandy loam with 2% pebbles (<1 cm) and 1% bits (<0.5 cm). 
7.5 YR 6/6 (Reddish Yellow): Clay loam (living surface), 
2.5 YR 6/6 (Olive Brown): and 10YR 3/4 Dark Yellowish Brown) Silt loam with 3% (<1 cm)and2%C14bits(<0.5cm). 
Same Munsell as (8): Clay loam with1% pebbles (<1 
Same Munsell as (8): Silty clay 
10 YR 3/4 (Dark Yellowish Brown): Clay loam. 
10 YR 3/4 (Dark Yellowish Brown): Clay loam; many animal bones (living surface) 
5 YR 5/6 (Yellowish Red): Silty clay with limestone pieces (<2 cm) virgin soil. 

Sekil 5 A3 agmasi, gtiney kesit, tahrip ve cokme tabakalari 
Figure 5 Trench A3 south section, destruction and collapse layers 
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Sekil 6 A2 agmasi 'nin giineybati kosesinde, tahrip tabakasi iginde ele gegen ilging vazonun yeniden 
tasarlanmis hali 
Figure 6 Reconstruction of enigmatic vessel recovered in destruction layer in the southwest corner of 
trench A2 
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Sekil 7 Bl agmasi, dogu kesiti, sondajda karsda§rfan degi§ik tabakalan 
Figure 7 Trench Bl east section, showing the various layers encountered in the probe 
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Sekil 8 Talavas Tepe topografik haritasi: belirlenen hatlar uzerindeki daireler gosterilmistir (daireler 
dlgege gore degildir). Daireler igindeki saydar, o dairede ele gegen toplam seramik pargasi sayisini 
gostermektedir 
Figure 8 Topographic map of Talavas Tepe with transect circles indicated (transect circles are not 
scale). The numbers inside the circles indicate the number of sherds recovered in each circle 
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Sekil 9 Talavas Tepe'den gesitli ganak-gdmlekpargalari 
A: Geg Bronz Cagi, siyah hamur dzii, agik kahverengi dis yiiz (7.5 YR 7/3), saman katkih 
B: Geg Bronz Cagt, grimsi agik kahverengi dis yiiz (7.5 YR 6/3), ince saman katkih 
C: Erken Demir Cagi, agik kahverengi hamur dzu (7.5 YR 613), agik kahverengi dis yiiz (7.5 YR 613), 
saman katkih 
D: Erken Demir Cagi, siyah hamur dzu, koyu kahverengi dis yiiz (7.5 YR 4/4), mineral katkih 
E: Erken Demir Cagi, agik kahverengi hamur dzu ve dis yiiz (7.5 YR 613), saman katkih 
F: Yerli Demir Cagi Kulp, dis yiiz (7.5 YR 7/4), dis yiiz astari (2.5 YR 2.5/1) 
G: Erken Demir Cagi, hamur dzu (5 YR 2.5/1), di§ yiiz (5 YR 6/3) 
H: Demir Cagi, kirmizimsi kahverengi dis yiiz (2.5 YR 4/6), ince mineral katkih 
I: Demir Cagi, gok agik kahverengi dis yiiz (7.5 YR 7/3), ince saman katkih 
J: Olasihkla Yerli Demir Cagi, agik kirmizimsi kahverengi (2.5 YR 5/6), saman katkili 
K: Olasihkla Islam Donemi, donuk kahverengi dis yiiz ve hamur dzu (7.5 YR 7/3), kum katkih 
L: Hellenistik, agik turuncu-kahverengi (5 YR 6/4), kaba mineral katkih 
M: Yerli Demir Cagi, hamur dzii (10 YR 5/3)'e galan (5 YR 5/6), dis yiiz (10 YR 6/4), dis yiiz astari (2.5 
YR 5/6) 
N: Demir Cagi, agik turuncu dis yiiz (7.5 YR 5/6), ince mineral katkih 
O: Hellenistik, kirmizimsi sari hamur dzii (7.5 YR 7/6), kirmizimsi sari dis yiiz (5 YR 6/6), dis yiiz astari 
(2.5 YR 5/2), kum katkih 
Figure 9 Various sherds from Talavas Tepe 
A; Late Bronze Age, black core, light brown surface (7.5 YR 7/3), chaff temper 
B: Late Bronze Age, greyish-tan surface (7.5 YR 6/3), fine chaff temper 
C: Early Iron Age, light brown core (7.5 YR 6/3), light brown surface (7.5 YR 6/3), chaff temper 
D: Early Iron Age, black core, dark brown surface (7.5 YR 4/4), grit temper 
E: Early Iron Age, light brown core and surface (7.5 YR 6/3), chaff temper 
F: Indigenous Iron Age handle, surface (7.5 YR 7/4), surface paint (2.5 YR 2.511). 
G: Early Iron Age, core (5 YR 2.5/1), surface ( 5YR 6/3) 
H: Iron Age, reddish brown surface (2.5 YR 4/6), fine grit temper 
I: Iron Age, light tan surface (7.5 YR 713), fine chaff temper 
J: Probable indigenous Iron Age, light reddish tan (2.5 YR 5/6), chaff temper 
K: Probable Islamic, pale brown surface and core (7.5 YR 7/3), sand temper 
L: Hellenistic, light orange tan (5 YR 6/4), coarse grit temper 
M: Indigenous Iron Age, core (5 YR 5/6) grading to (10 YR 5/3), surface (10YR 6/4), surface paint (2.5 
YR 5/6) 
N: Iron Age, light orange surface (7.5 YR 5/6), fine grit temper 
O: Hellenistic, reddish yellow core (7.5 YR 7/6), reddish yellow surface (5 YR 6/6), surface paint (2.5 YR 
5/2) grading to (2.5 YR 5/2), sand temper 
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Sekil 10 A alani 1. agmadaki Halaf ganak-gdmlek pargalari 
Figure 10 Halaf sherds from Area A trench 1 

Sekil 11 Al agmasindaki Ino'lu gdmiide bulunan Halaf gdmlegi 
Figure 11 Halaf pot from burial 1 in trench Al 
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Sekil 12 Al agmasindaki 3 no'lu gdmiide bulunan Halaf kabi 
Figure 12 Halaf pot from burial 3 in trench Al 

Sekil 13 A2 agmasinda Demir Caga ait tahrip olmus tabakalarda bulunan, formu anlasdamayan 
kaplara ait ganak gdmlek pargalari 
Figure 13 Sherds from enigmatic vessel discovered in the Iron Age destruction layer in trench A2 
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E X C A V A T I O N S AND S U R V E Y A T B O Z T E P E AND 
I N T E N S I V E S U R V E Y A T T A L A V A § T E P E , 

1999: A P R E L I M I N A R Y R E P O R T 

Brad ley P a r k e r , A n d r e w C r e e k m o r e a n d C h a r l e s Eas ton 

The site of Boztepe is located some 8 km east of the modern town of Bismil in 
Diyarbakir Province, southeastern Turkey (Figure 1 and 2). Boztepe is today a small, 
relatively low mound. In spite of the fact that in some areas cultural debris measures 
more than 4 m in depth, its facade against the rolling terrain and neighbouring hills 
makes it almost indistinguishable from the surrounding landscape. 

Archaeological investigation at Boztepe began in earnest in early July 1999, at which 
time we opened four 5 x 5 m trenches in two separate areas of the site.* By the end of 
the season, we had expanded this number to eleven trenches and two soundings 
(Figure 3). At the same time, work also began on intensive surveys of both Boztepe 
and the neighboring site of Talavas, Tepe (Figure 2 and see below). What follows is a 
preliminary report outlining the results of this research. 

Excavations at Boztepe 

Because many parts of Boztepe are covered by the remains of a modern village, we 
focused our initial trenches in two areas. Area A trenches were placed in the 
courtyards of two ruined houses at the centre of the mound, and area B trenches were 
placed in what seemed to be an undisturbed area around a road on the southeast side 
of the mound (Figure 3). 

* Archaeological research is always a collaborative effort. We owe a great debt of gratitude to many people and institu
tions for helping us make the Upper Tigris Archaeological Research Project a reality. The 1999 field season was fund
ed by generous grants from the National Geographic Society, the American Philosophical Society and the American 
Research Institute in Turkey. Our team was made up of the authors plus Marco Baldi, Bonnie Bass, Elvan Ba§tiirk, 
Debbie Dilley, Mark Sharp, Jennifer Theiss Sharp, Huseyin Ciise and §ehmuz Asian. We are especially indebted to 
Assoc Prof. Numan Tuna, Director of TACDAM, Jale Velibeyoglu, Director of Diyarbakir Museum Necdet Inal and 
Ya§ar Yilmaz, government representative, for their assistance to us in Turkey. Debbie Dilley and Susannah Topham 
aided us the production of this article. This project has received much support from the faculty and staff in the 
Department of History at the University of Utah. Among them we owe special thanks to L. Ray Gunn and Lindsay 
Adams. 
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Area A 

We began by opening two trenches in area A. Because of the depth of the modern 
overburden, trench Al was initially a disappointment. However, at a depth of 2.6 m 
below the surface, we reached a Halaf period cemetery. The significance of the burial 
goods contained in the first two graves (see below), in addition to the discovery of 
another burial protruding from the west section of the trench, was persuasive enough 
to warrant expansion of the original exposure to this level. The final result was a 12 
m 2 exposure of the Halaf cemetery, which contained three complete burials and one 
fragmentary burial. All the bodies were interred in a flexed position on an east-west 
axis with the head facing east. Grave goods were found in all four burials. 

The Halaf ceramic assemblage from Boztepe consists of shallow and flaring straight-
sided bowls, globular hole-mouthed and necked jars and several miniature vessels. 
These ceramics have a variety of typical Halaf motifs (Figure 10) including red 
scalloped designs, which occur exclusively on the inside of vessel rims (Watson -
LeBlanc 1990: Fig 4.7 nos. 1 and 3), black crosshatching on a cream slip (Wilkinson -
Tucker 1995: Fig. 63 no. 12) and red diamonds also on a cream slip (Watson -
LeBlanc 1990: Fig 4.16 no. 1; Wilkinson - Tucker 1995: Fig. 63 no. 7; also see Hijara 
1980). One particularly interesting complete vessel is decorated with a procession of 
long-necked animals (see below and Figure 12). Also included among this assemblage 
are a number of typical Halaf rough undecorated wares similar to those described in 
Watson and LeBlanc (1990: 68-80). 

Burial 1 (Al L1009) 

Burial 1 contained the skeleton of an adult female between the ages of 18 and 35, 
buried on her right side so that the orbitals of the skull were facing north. The legs 
were tightly flexed and brought up to the body, while the arms were bent at the 
elbows placing the hands under the mandible. A squat jar beautifully decorated with 
black polka dots on a reddish wash was placed behind the skull (Figure 11). 

Burial 2 (Al L1009) 

A second burial was found directly below the first burial described above. However, 
in this case the deceased was an adult male between the ages of 18 and 35, buried on 
his right side in the same orientation as Burial 1. The legs were tightly flexed and 
brought up to the chest, while the arms were slightly outstretched toward the north. A 
small collared jar was placed behind the ribs, and a stamp seal was found near the 
joint of the right humerus and clavicle. 

Burial 3 (Al L1014) 

Burial 3 contained an adult individual, buried in an east-west orientation. Some 
settling of the skeleton must have occurred after inhumation as the torso and skull 
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were lying on their right side, while the legs and feet were lying on their left side. Due 
to its poor preservation, no sex could be determined on-site. This individual's body 
was tightly flexed, the legs bent up to the chest area and the arms bent so that the 
hands were placed under the skull. Three small jars (two collar-rimmed jars and a 
pierced-lug jar) were placed 5 cm east of the top of the skull and a larger hole-
mouthed jar painted with reddish-brown decorations which include a procession of 
animals was placed behind the skull (Figure 12). 

Burial 4 (Al L1015) 

This incomplete burial contained fragments of a skull, a left scapula and a left 
humerus. An undecorated flaring-neck jar was placed on the north side of the burial 
nearest the skull fragments. 

The bones were removed and await analysis in our lab/depot at Dicle University in 
Diyarbakir. 

Although trenches Al and A2 are relatively close together, the results from these two 
excavation units are very different. In A2 we found several large plaster-lined pits 
which cut into architecture dating to the Iron Age (Figure 4) directly below the topsoil 
and a layer of modern debris. This discovery prompted us to open five more trenches 
adjacent to A2. The Iron Age levels in A2 and its expansions yielded an Iron Age 
house composed of mud-brick walls with associated surfaces, storage pits and several 
ovens. None of these walls had stone foundations or any stone components 
whatsoever. The structure witnessed two main building phases, during which the 
load-bearing walls changed orientation slightly, and several sub-phases documented 
by various partition walls and floor levels. The small finds discovered in these levels, 
which include loom weights, spindle whorls, and several mortars, indicate that these 
rooms were utilized for craft production, domestic activities and food processing. The 
later more substantial Iron Age house was eventually destroyed in a catastrophic fire 
that brought debris, probably from an upper storey, crashing onto living surfaces (in 
A2) and a kitchen (in A3) on the ground floor (Figure 5). Whether or not the thick 
layer of ash documenting this disaster is indicative of a larger destruction of the site 
that took place as a result of hostile intrusion,' or even the demise of the Assyrian 
empire itself, or whether it is a localized conflagration, is unclear at the moment. 2 

What is clear is that this destruction level contained the season's most enigmatic 
artifacts. 
1 In this context note the many letters in the Neo-Assyrian correspondence that record impending threats to this part of 
the frontier such as ABL 506 11-22 which was written at Tu§han, only a few kilometres south of Boztepe (Parker 
1998), in the last decades of the eighth century B.C. This text reads "...three [Urartian governors] are gathered with 
their pack animals opposite us...all the people are inside the fortified places; the oxen and the sheep are on this side 
[i.e.; the south side] of the river. We are standing by and keeping watch for [an impending attack]" (Lanfranchi -
Parpola 1990: 18). 
2More precise dating of the Iron Age destruction layer awaits the analysis of several C-14 samples recovered in the 
destruction layer at Boztepe. 
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Buried within the deposit of ash and collapse in the southwestern corner of A2 were 
the remains of several very unusual vessels. Sherds from these vessels are hand-made, 
of a relatively coarse fabric with burnished surfaces. They consist mainly of pedestals, 
bowls and clay rods (Figure 13). Once these sherds were cleaned and cataloged it 
became clear that the pedestals were connected by two rows of clay rods and 
supported a series of interconnected bowls (Figure 8). The corpus of sherds suggests 
that there were several such vessels contained in the destruction layer. 

Directly to the west of A2 in trench A4, which was probably just outside the Iron Age 
house, we unearthed a child burial. The child was buried in an extended position with 
the head on the south facing east and was adorned with a shell necklace, two bronze 
bracelets and an iron dagger. 

Area B 

Area B was established in what appeared to be the least disturbed quarter of the site, 
on the southeastern portion of the mound. Here, the ground slopes gently down to the 
east and the surface is flat and even, with no evidence of the modern pits, mounds and 
collapsed buildings that characterize area A. Two sets of 5 x 5 m trenches were 
excavated about 10 m apart in area B: trench Bl adjacent to trench B4, and trench B2 
adjacent to trench B3 (see Figure 3). None of these trenches contained significant 
architecture, but a few poorly preserved surfaces and interesting finds were 
discovered. Notably, this area contained numerous Hellenistic potsherds and some 
distinctly Hellenistic small finds, described below. 

Trenches B3 and B4 were only excavated to a depth of approximately 1 m before we 
closed them in order to concentrate our efforts in area A. These two trenches 
contained mud-brick debris and various finds, but no architecture. In B3 a smashed 
pot and a possible stone bench or work surface were uncovered resting on an 
ephemeral earthen surface. In B4 we discovered a 30 cm diameter stone with one side 
hewn flat and a 2-3 cm groove carved into the opposite, naturally curved side. It 
rested in mud-brick debris above and near the opening of an upright whole storage jar. 
This stone may have served as a drain leading to the jar, reflecting some domestic 
processing activity, although no further evidence of an installation was uncovered. 

In B2 we encountered the same type of mud-brick debris present in the other area B 
trenches. In addition, we uncovered an ephemeral earthen surface, probably a 
continuation of the one found in adjacent trench B3. Resting on this surface were a 
smashed storage jar, a mortar, and a limestone door pivot or wooden pillar base, 
identified as such by a circular depression in its center. No walls were associated with 
the surface or door pivot. After removing this surface, we narrowed the excavated 
area to the southeastern quadrant where we encountered mud-brick and ash debris 
before reaching virgin soil at a depth of 3.11 m. 
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The most notable trench in area B was trench B l , where we uncovered a poorly 
preserved cobblestone surface in the middle of the trench with two smashed pots 
resting thereon. Several mortars were recovered both on top of and within this 
surface. In addition, another cobblestone surface fragment with a second phase of 
resurfacing appeared in the northwestern corner of B l . A possible wall stub attached 
to this surface protruded from the baulk, but no evidence of this wall or the associated 
surfaces was uncovered in adjacent B4. Beneath the level of the cobblestone surfaces 
we encountered numerous circular pits filled with ash and mud brick debris cutting 
several possible earthen surfaces too poorly preserved and lacking associated 
architecture or artifacts to be conclusively identified as anything more than areas of 
compacted soil. In the midst of the fill and pits, we excavated a large, earth-filled 
storage jar. This jar was not clearly associated with any surface but was likely buried 
beneath a floor contemporary with the cobblestone surface in the center of the unit. 

At a depth of approximately 2 m, Bl was covered with earth-filled pits but no 
architecture or surfaces were apparent. In order to determine the depth to the virgin 
clay already reached in trench B2, we sank a 1 x 1 m probe along the east baulk 
(Figure 7). To our surprise, this probe immediately yielded the same type of Halaf 
ceramics that we recovered in area A, trench one. The probe continued for over 2 m 
and contained Halaf pottery, obsidian lithics, and faunal remains including numerous 
pig bones. A Halaf surface resting on virgin clay ended the probe. The depth and 
quantity of Halaf materials recovered from this probe indicate that a substantial 
settlement likely accompanied the Halaf cemetery discovered in area A. 

Despite the lack of significant architecture, several interesting small finds were 
uncovered in area B. A bronze toggle pin, a cylinder-shaped metal weight, and a 
Hellenistic ceramic spout with a goat head sculpted above the opening were recovered 
from debris contexts in B3. In Bl a portion of a Hellenistic ceramic handle containing 
a sculpted lion head was unearthed in mixed fill. A small palate (7.1 by 3.1 cm) made 
from polished stone was also recovered from fill in trench B1. One side of this palate 
is rounded like a half-cylinder, while the other side is polished flat with a small 
dimple at one end. No other decorations are present on the palate and its function is 
uncertain. Other small finds from Area B include spindle whorls and loom weights 
probably also of Hellenistic date. 

The Boztepe Survey 

In order to determine precisely Boztepe's size and to search for any special activity 
areas, the UTARP team laid out six transects across the site. We then collected all 
ceramics in one-meter radius circles to a depth of 10 cm at 10 m intervals (Figure 3). 
The survey data shows that cultural remains at Boztepe are spread far out into the 
fields on all sides of the mound, giving the impression that Boztepe is a much larger 
site than we originally assumed. However, as was the case in Area B, soundings 
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placed in these fields (in areas C and D [see Figure 3]) revealed no architecture. This 
result, combined with the disturbed nature of archaeological contexts in the upper 
levels of all of the excavation units, the fact that architecture was almost completely 
lacking from Area B trenches, and the absence of any Hellenistic structures, suggests 
that the remains at Boztepe have been severely disturbed by modern construction. Our 
working theory is that Boztepe was originally quite a bit taller than it is today and that 
the site was levelled some time in the recent past, possibly to make way for the 
modern village. This levelling not only mixed the cultural remains and spread them 
far out into the neighbouring fields, but also obliterated the higher levels of the mound 
where any Hellenistic structures would have been located. Yet it is notable that we 
still found significant levels dating to the Halaf period in their correct stratigraphic 
position in the sounding in area C. Thus, during the Halaf period, the site did indeed 
extend at least to area C. However, the data from the transect survey suggests that the 
material remains discovered to the west and southwest of the main mound are the 
result of erosion, plowing and/or modern earth-moving. 

The Talava§ Survey 

Talava§ Tepe is located approximately 15 km east of the modern town of Bismil just 
off the Bismil to Batman highway, in an area of rolling hills about 5 km north of the 
Tigris river corridor. The site is situated above the 550 m contour line on a natural hill 
overlooking a seasonal stream and part-time tributary of the Tigris called the Moradan 
CJay (Figure 2 and 8). This location offered the inhabitants of Talava§ Tepe natural 
protection from at least two sides. 

In order to determine Talava§ Tepe's precise size we again laid transects across the 
site and collected all artifacts in 1 m radius circles at 10 m intervals on each transect 
(Figure 8). The density of artifacts in each circle allowed us to determine accurately 
the size of the site. Furthermore, diagnostic ceramics collected in this manner also 
aided us in determining both the chronological range of the site, the concentration of 
settlement during each period that the site was occupied, and the location of special 
activity areas. To ensure that we collected an adequate sample of diagnostic ceramics 
to date the site accurately, and to further localize inter-site chronological and 
functional variation, we divided the site into obvious topographical units and collected 
surface ceramics by thoroughly walking each unit (for a discussion of this 
methodology see Parker 1997; Wilkinson - Tucker 1995; Cherry et al. 1991). 

The intensive survey data shows that settlement at Talavas, Tepe began in the Late 
Bronze Age and continued through the Early Iron Age and into the Assyrian Imperial 
Period when occupation at Talava§ Tepe came to an abrupt end. During the 
Hellenistic period and possibly again in the Islamic period, the ruined mound of 
Talava§ served as a cemetery. 
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Although none of the typical Late Bronze Age chaff- and grit-tempered platters were 
identified in the survey collections, the more durable Square Rimmed Jars are 
common (Figure 9: A and B; for parallels, see Parker 2000; Bernbeck 1993; Pfalzner 
1995). The Early Iron Age is characterized by an abundance of Corrugated Bowls, 
some of which have incised decorations (Figure 9: C, D, E and G; for parallels see 
Bartl 1994). Several Iron Age types were identified in the survey collections, 
including some standard Iron Age S-curved and open bowls (Figure 9: H, I and N), as 
well as several indigenous Iron Age types such as the Indented Handle, the Impressed 
Band and a few Indigenous Painted sherds (Figure 9: F, M and possibly J; for a 
discussion of these ceramics see Parker 1997 and Parker 2000). Two Incurved-rim 
Bowls (Figure 9: L and O) and a few Islamic sherds (Figure 9: K) probably come 
from the later cemetery. 

Conclusion 

In sum, the 1999 season at Boztepe revealed that the Hellenistic occupation at the site 
was likely destroyed by recent activity, including plowing and the construction of a 
modern village on the site. Consequently, only insubstantial domestic remains from 
the Hellenistic period were discovered. The Iron Age remains are better preserved, as 
revealed in area A, trench two, where domestic architecture and activity areas were 
excavated. Nevertheless, ancient pitting and modern earth-moving have significantly 
impacted the Iron Age settlement, as evidenced by the numerous pits in area A, 
trenches two through seven, and the complete absence of intact Iron Age material in 
area A, trench one. In contrast, the best preserved and perhaps most archaeologically 
significant remains are those from the Halaf period. Safe beneath two or more metres 
of later occupation and modern debris, the Halaf cemetery and settlement were a 
surprising but important find that merits further investigation. 

Unlike Boztepe, Talava§ Tepe is not significantly disturbed by modern construction. 
This being the case, the combination of transect and area survey proved very 
rewarding. We believe that the data thus collected gives us a reasonably accurate 
picture of the size and chronology of the site and therefore provides an important 
corpus of material with which to compare material excavated at Boztepe and other 
sites in the region. 
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