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J a n e t  B ro u g h to n 's  Descartes's Method of Doubt—  is a  s y s te m a t ic  s tu d y  of th e  role of d o u b t  in D e s c a r t e s ' s  

e p is te m o lo g y .  The boo k  h a s  tw o  p a r t s .  P a r t  1 fo c u s e s  on t h e  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  d o u b t  in t h e  First M edita t ion ,  exp lo r ing  such  
top ics  a s  th e  m o t iv a t ion  b eh in d  m e th o d ic  d o u b t ;  th e  t a r g e t e d  a u d ie n c e ;  t h e  m e th o d 's  g a m e - l ik e  c h a r a c t e r  (on  h e r  v iew ); 
its re la t io n s  to  a n c ie n t  sk e p t ic i sm ,  its r e a s o n a b le n e s s ;  t h e  m e th o d 's  p re s u p p o s i t io n s  re la t ive  to  c o m m o n s e n s e  belief; 
Michael Williams's  r e c e n t  c r i t ic ism s of D e s c a r t e s ;  a n d  m o re .  P a r t  2 fo c u s e s  on  how  d o u b t  f igu res  in th e  c o n s t ru c t iv e  
e p is te m o lo g y  of th e  Meditations—on how  D e s c a r t e s  e m p lo y s  d o u b t  a s  a tool fo r  fou nd ing  k n o w led g e .  I'll h a v e  m uch  m o re  
to  s a y  a b o u t  p a r t  2.
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A carefu l t r e a t m e n t  of th e  top ics  of th is  boo k  h a s  b e e n  long o v e rd u e .  B ro u g h to n 's  id e a s  a r e  in n o v a t iv e ,  e n g a g in g ,  an d  
c lea rly  d e v e lo p e d  a t  e v e ry  s t a g e .  T he  w id e - r a n g in g  i s su e s  a d d r e s s e d  rem in d  th e  r e a d e r  of w hy  D e s c a r t e s ' s  th o u g h t  is of 
co n tin u in g  philosophical in te re s t .  T h ro u g h o u t ,  h e r  in te rp re ta t io n  is se n s i t iv e  to  t h e  ex eg e t ic a l  c o n c e rn s  o f  sch o la rs .  This 
rich boo k  d e s e r v e s  th e  a t t e n t io n  of e v e ry  se r io u s  s t u d e n t  of D e sc a r te s .
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The p r e s e n t  p a p e r  is a  critical s tu d y  of p a r t  2 —th e  m o re  a m b i t io u s  p a r t  of th is  highly a m b i t io u s  book. I beg in  with an  
o v e rv iew  of B ro u g h to n 's  a c c o u n t .  S e c t io n s  2 - 4  co n ta in  m y ana ly s is .

l. Broughton’s Account
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On B ro u g h to n 's  in t e rp re ta t i o n ,  D e s c a r t e s  builds up  in d e fea s ib le  k n o w le d g e  from  an  e p is tem ica l ly  p riv ileged c la s s  of 
t r u th s .  T h e s e  fa v o red  t r u th s  c o n s t i t u te  a s u b s e t  of c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  t r u t h s . —  W h e re a s  th e  c e r ta in ty  o f  o rd in a ry  c le a r  a n d  
d is t inc t  p e rcep t io n  is d e fea s ib le  by th e  d ece iv ing  God h y p o th e s is ,  t h e  c e r ta in ty  of th e  priv ileged t r u th s  is u t te r ly  im m u n e  to  
d o u b t .  Which t r u th s  b e lo ng  to  th e  fa v o re d  se t?

A m o ng  th o s e  f av o red  id e a s  a r e  "I e x is t , "  "I  a m  d o u b t in g ,"  "I d e s i r e  to  k now  m o r e ,"  " I  s e e m  to  s e e  a 
l igh t,"  "I h a v e  a n  idea  of G o d ,"  a n d  " S o m e th in g  c a n n o t  c o m e  from  n o th in g ."  But m a th e m a t ic a l  id e a s  a r e  
not a m o n g
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th e  fa v o red  few , d e s p i te  th e i r  clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s ;  n o t  e v e n  th e  idea  t h a t  tw o  plus t h r e e  e q u a ls  five is 
in d u b i tab le .  (1 8 1 )

B ro u g h to n  calls th e  priv ileged  t r u th s  " in d u b i ta b le "  (a n d  occas iona lly  " a b s o lu t e  c e r ta in t ie s " ) .  This fo s te r s  s o m e  confus ion .
For in h e r  te ch n ica l  s e n s e ,  indubitability is n o t  u n d e r s to o d  in th e  u sua l  w ay: it c o n c e rn s  n o t  " th e  p o w e r  of t h e  h u m a n  mind 
to  e n t e r  into a s t a t e  o f  d o u b t fu ln e s s  a b o u t  a  p ro p o s i t io n ,"  b u t  in s te a d  th e  condit ion  w h e re b y  "it is im p oss ib le  both t h a t  th e  
p ropos i t ion  be  fa lse  and t h a t  I be  d o u b t in g  w h e th e r  it is t r u e "  (1 0 0 ) .  To avoid  con fu s io n ,  I re f e r  to  a s  " s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le "  
t h e s e  priv ileged t r u th s  t h a t  f igure  im p o r ta n t ly  in B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .  On h e r  a c c o u n t ,  th e  n a tu r e  of th e  
s u p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s  ex p la in s  th e i r  priority  in D e s c a r t e s ' s  p ro jec t .  T he ir  c e r t a in ty  is no t  only  u t te r ly  ind e fea s ib le ,  it a r i s e s  
f rom  e n g a g in g  th e  m e th o d  of d o u b t .
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A m ong  th e  s t r e n g th s  of B ro u g h to n 's  t r e a t m e n t  is h e r  in -d e p th  ana ly s is  of su p e r - in d u b i tab i l i ty .  In itself,  th e  idea  of 
ta r g e t in g  s o m e  priv ileged t r u th s  is no t  n e w —th e  cogito h a s  long b e e n  a d m ire d  a n d  d is c u s s e d  for its u n iq u e  c e r ta in ty .  On 
th r e e  c o u n ts ,  h o w e v e r ,  B ro u g h to n 's  d e v e lo p m e n t  of t h e  "p r iv i leged  t r u th s "  t h e m e  is b o th  new  a n d  in te re s t in g .  First, sh e  
p u rp o r t s  to  exp la in  t h e  sup e r - in d u b i tab i l i ty  of th e  cogito w i th o u t  p re s u p p o s in g  t h a t  t h e  m ind  is c e r ta in  a b o u t  its own 
th ink ing .  S e c o n d ,  s h e  p u rp o r t s  to  exp la in  w hy  t h e  cogito's sup e r - in d u b i ta b i l i ty  e x t e n d s  to  o th e r  t r u th s .  Third , sh e  p u rp o r ts  
to  exp la in  how  e n g a g in g  in m e th o d ic  d o u b t  is in teg ra l  to  su p e r - in d u b i tab i l i ty .
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O ne of th e  s ta r t l in g  im plica t ions  of th e  a c c o u n t  is its radical m a k e - o v e r  of t h e  C a r te s ia n  m ind . On s t a n d a r d  a c c o u n t s ,  
D e s c a r t e s ' s  epistemological turn—a s e a  c h a n g e  in t h e  h is to ry  of p h i lo so p h y —is m a r k e d  by a n  in s id e -o u t  a p p ro a c h  to  
philosophica l inquiry , an  a p p ro a c h  o w ed  to  t h e  priority  of th o u g h t .  The I  think d e f in e s  th e  s ta r t in g  po in t of ph ilosophical 
in v e s t ig a t io n —its p ro p e r  A rc h im e d e a n  p o in t—because of  th e  u n s h a k a b le  c e r ta in ty  it a ffo rds .  B ro u g h to n 's  rev is ion is t  
a c c o u n t  re f lec ts  h e r  s e n s e  t h a t  th e  p r io r i ty -o f - th o u g h t  d o c tr in e  widely a t t r i b u te d  to  D e s c a r t e s —a do c tr in e  t h a t  a s s u m e s  a 
f i r s t -p e r s o n  rea lm  of p riv ileged a c c e s s  a n d  c e r t a in ty —is philosophically  s u s p e c t .  S ince  h e r  D e s c a r t e s  d o e s  n o t  hold th e  
s u s p e c t  d o c tr in e ,  s t a n d a r d  a c c o u n t s  e r r  in p re s u p p o s in g  t h a t  " fo r  D e s c a r t e s  certainty a b o u t  ' I  e x is t '  is derived from 
c e r ta in ty  a b o u t  ' I  th in k '"  ( 1 1 0 ) .  On h e r  a c c o u n t ,  su p e r - in d u b i tab i l i ty  is d e r iv e d  no t  f rom  any  s t a r t in g  po in t of priv ileged 
c e r ta in ty ,  b u t  f rom  its u n iq u e  re la tion  to  m e th o d ic  d o u b t :

T he  an t isk ep t ic a l  force of D e s c a r t e s ' s  a r g u m e n t s  d o e s  no t  a r ise  from  a s ta r t in g  po in t a b o u t  which he  h a s  
c e r t a in ty .  T he  m e d i ta to r  d o e s  no t  n e e d
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to  s t a r t  o u t  by claiming he  is certain h e  is ra ising  d o u b ts .  R a th e r ,  D e s c a r t e s 's  a r g u m e n t s  g e t  th e i r  
a n t i sk e p t ic a l  fo rce  by sh ow in g  th e  m e d i ta t o r  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  s o m e  p ro p o s i t io n s  he  c a n n o t  ra t ional ly  d o u b t ,  
b e c a u s e  th e  possibil ity  of d o u b t in g  t h e m  d e p e n d s  u p o n  g ra n t in g  th e i r  t r u th .  ( 1 9 3 - 9 4 )

H er D e s c a r t e s  a im s  " to  e s ta b l i sh  th e  a b s o lu te  c e r t a in ty  [su p e r - in d u b i ta b i l i ty ]  of s o m e  of his beliefs by showing that their 
truth is a condition of his using the method of doubt" (98 ) .
Page 103

How, acco rd ing  to  B ro u g h to n ,  is D e s c a r t e s ' s  p ro jec t  s u p p o s e d  to  e s tab l i sh  th is?  H er novel a n s w e r  is bo u n d  up  with 
w h a t  s h e  calls " d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s " —t h e  proofs  of w hich su p e r - in d u b i ta b le  t r u th s  a r e  conc lu s ion s .  P art  of th e  nove lty  
a r i s e s  from  th e  a n t i - fo u n d a t io n i s t  im plica tions:  t h e  t r u th  of th e  s u p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s —th e  m o s t  c e r ta in  of t r u t h s —is n o t  
s e l f - e v id e n t ,  b u t  inferential. A n o th e r  p a r t  of  t h e  no ve l ty  is in forcing o b s t in a te  s k e p t ic s  in to  s u b m is s io n :  d e p e n d e n c e  
a r g u m e n t s  p u rp o r t  to  sh o w  t h a t  a c c e p t in g  th e  s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  t r u th s  is a n e c e s s a ry  condit ion  of d o u b t in g  th e m .
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A c la im ed  v ir tu e  of th e  in t e rp re ta t io n  is t h a t  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  u n d e rw r i te  exac t ly  th e  p ro p o s i t io n s  D e s c a r te s  
n e e d s  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  th e  div ine g u a r a n t e e  of c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t  p e rc e p t io n .  En ro u te  to  t h a t  g u a r a n t e e ,  D e s c a r t e s  n e e d s  
s o m e h o w  to  e s ta b l i sh  a v a r ie ty  of m a t t e r s ,  including: t h a t  he  e x is ts ,  th e  Third M edita tion  ca u sa l  p rincip les ,  v a r io u s  logical 
pr incip les ,  a n d  e v e n  th e  principle of suff ic ien t r e a s o n .  To avoid  circular ity ,  t h e  c e r ta in ty  of t h e s e  m a t t e r s  c a n n o t  d e p e n d  on 
th e  e v e n tu a l  d iv ine  g u a r a n t e e  th e y  help  g ro u n d .  O th e r  t r u th s ,  including th o s e  of m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a r e  n o t  n e e d e d  for  th e  
d iv ine  g u a r a n t e e .  On B ro u g h to n 's  u n d e r s ta n d in g ,  all th is  r eq u i re s  a b ifurca t ion  of t r u th s  a cco rd in g  to  w h e th e r  th e i r  
c e r t a in ty  d e p e n d s  on th e  g u a r a n t e e .  Prima facie ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  de ta i ls  of th e  b ifurca t ion  a p p e a r  a rb i t ra ry .  As B ro u gh to n  
n o te s ,  it 's  puzzling  w hy  D e s c a r t e s  w ould  m a in ta in  t h a t  th e  Third M edita t ion  ca u sa l  princip les  " c a n n o t  be d o u b te d ,  w h e n  he 
is p r e p a r e d  to  d o u b t  w h e th e r  tw o  plus t h r e e  e q u a l s  five" (1 6 2 ) .  H er  in t e rp re ta t io n  p u rp o r t s  to  m a k e  s e n s e  of th is .  On th e  
s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  s id e  of th e  b ifurca t ion ,  th e  t r u th s  a r e  p ro v ab le  by d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s —t h a t  is, d o u b t in g  t h e m  le ads  
o n e  to  a c c e p t  t h e m .  The t r u th s  on th e  o th e r  s ide  of t h e  b ifurca t ion  a r e  n o t  p ro v ab le  by d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t .  K now ledge  
of t h e s e  t r u th s  d e p e n d s  on  th e  d iv ine  g u a r a n t e e .  B ro u g h to n  exp la in s :

[B]y u n d e r s ta n d in g  th e  m e th o d  of d o u b t  in t h e  w ay  I h a v e  b e e n  p ro p o s in g ,  w e  will s e e  t h a t  D e s c a r te s  h a s  
a go o d  ra t io n a le  fo r  t r e a t in g  s o m e  b u t  n o t  all of his c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  id e a s  a s  a b so lu te ly  ce r ta in  in th e  
early
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s t a g e s  of his inquiry. On th e  read in g  I a m  p ro p o s in g ,  e a c h  of th e  p re m is e s  fo r  th e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  God 
ex is ts  a n d  is n o t  a d e c e iv e r  is a m o n g  th e  c lea r  a n d  d is t inc t  id e a s  t h a t  h a v e  a spec ia l  s t a tu s :  t h e y  a r e  all 
c la im s t h a t  a r e  con d it io ns  of using  First M edita t ion  d o u b t .  This m e a n s  t h a t  th e  m e d i ta t o r  can  be 
a b so lu te ly  ce r ta in  t h e y  a r e  t r u e  e v e n  b e fo re  h e  h a s  ru led  o u t  th e  sk ep t ica l  s c e n a r io s .  O nce  th e  m e d i ta to r  
s e e s  t h a t  t h e s e  a b so lu te ly  in d u b i tab le  c la im s t o g e t h e r  imply t h a t  God ex is ts  a n d  is n o t  a d e c e iv e r ,  he  is in 
a position  to  be  a b so lu te ly  ce r ta in  t h a t  God ex is ts  a n d  is n o t  a d e c e iv e r ,  fo r  G o d 's  e x is te n c e  is a condit ion  
of his d o u b t  to o .  And by ach ie v ing  a b s o lu te  c e r t a in ty  t h a t  God ex its ,  th e  m e d i ta t o r  c a n  a lso  a ch ie v e  
a b s o lu te  c e r t a in ty  t h a t  all of his c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  id e a s  a r e  t r u e .  (1 8 1 )
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The a c c o u n t  p ro m ise s  big payoffs .  A m ong  t h e m  is to  d is so lv e  th e  C a r te s ia n  Circle—itself  ra ising  th e  m o s t  in t ra c ta b le  

in t e rp re ta t i v e  p ro b le m s  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  Meditations. On th e  canon ica l fo rm u la t io n  of th e  circle, D e s c a r t e s 's  a r g u m e n t  
unfo lds  a s  a circle d e f in ed  by tw o  a rcs :

Arc 1: T he  conc lus ion  t h a t  a n o n -d e c e iv in g  God ex is ts  is fo u n d e d  on th e  v e rac i ty  of c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t  
p e rcep t io n .

Arc 2: T he  v e ra c i ty  of c lea r  a n d  d is t in c t  p e rc e p t io n  is f o u n d e d  on th e  conc lus ion  t h a t  a n o n -d e ce iv in g  God 
ex is ts .

B ro u g h to n 's  a c c o u n t  b r e a k s  t h e  circle a t  t h e  f irst a rc .  For on h e r  a c c o u n t ,  t h e  conc lus ion  t h a t  a n o n -d ec e iv in g  God e x is ts  is 
f o u n d e d  n o t  on th e  ve ra c i ty  of m e r e  clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s ,  bu t  on  su p e r - in d u b i tab i l i ty .  D e s c a r t e s  is th u s  a c q u i t te d  of th e  
c h a rg e  of c ircular ity .  Im p o r ta n t ly ,  th e  ac q u it ta l  d o e s  n o t  c o m e  a t  th e  c o s t  of a rb i t r a r in e s s .  W h e r e a s  o th e r  in te rp re ta t io n s  
a p p e a l in g  to  a c lass  of p riv ileged t r u th s  h a v e  D e s c a r t e s  e x e m p t in g  su ch  t r u th s  from  d o u b t  in a rb i t r a ry  w a y s ,  B ro u g h to n 's  
D e s c a r t e s  e x e m p t s  t h e m  on princip led  g r o u n d s —th e i r  su pe r - in d u b i tab i l i ty .
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As I h a v e  t r ied  to  m a k e  c lea r  t h e r e  is m u c h  to  a d m ire  in th is  highly in n o va t iv e  in te rp re ta t io n .  But is it t h e  c o r re c t  
in te rp re ta t io n ?  N o tw ith s tan d in g  its m a n y  s t r e n g th s ,  I th in k  t h e  a c c o u n t  is m is ta k e n .  On c lose  in spec t ion  of th e  r e le v a n t  
ph ilosophica l,  do c tr in a l ,  a n d  te x tu a l  c o n s id e ra t io n s ,  I be lieve  t h e  w e a k n e s s e s  of t h e  a c c o u n t  o v e r s h a d o w  its s t r e n g th s .  In 
w h a t  follows, I shall a rg u e  m y  c a s e —focus ing  on w h a t  I t a k e  to  be w ro ng  in t h e  a c c o u n t .  S ec t io n  2 is d e v o te d  to  th e  
C a r te s ia n  Circle. In  sec t io n  3, I d is c u s s  h e r  a c c o u n t  of how  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  u n d e rw r i te  t h e  cogito ( a n d  o th e r  
s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  t r u th s ) .
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S ec tio n  4  fo c u s e s  on im p o r t a n t  t e x t s  bea r in g  on h e r  a c c o u n t  of t h e  s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le s .

2. Resolving versus Relocating the Cartesian Circle
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In its canon ica l  fo rm ,  t h e  C a r te s ia n  Circle h a s  D e s c a r t e s 's  p ro je c t  im p a led  o n  o n e  horn  o f  a skep t ica l  d i l e m m a  trac ing  

b a c k  to  a n c ie n t  P y rrh on ian  sk ep t ic i sm .  A ccordingly , e f fo r ts  to  fou nd  k n o w led g e  inev i tab ly  s u c c u m b  to  e i t h e r  c ircular ity  o r  
infinite  r e g r e s s .—  D e s c a r t e s 's  m e d i ta to r  f o u n d s  his con c lu s io n s  a b o u t  God on  th e  v e rac i ty  of c lea r  an d  d is t inc t  p e rc e p t io n ;  
t h e  v e rac i ty  of c lea r  an d  d is t inc t  p e rc e p t io n  is itself fo u n d e d  on  ... On what? His inquiry  m ig h t  h a v e  t r a c e d  a r e g re s s iv e  
p a th ,  b u t ,  in its canon ica l  r e n d e r in g ,  it a rc s  b a ck  co m p le t in g  a circuit ( s e e  Arc 2 a b o v e ) .  As w e 'v e  s e e n ,  B ro u g h to n 's  
a c c o u n t  b r e a k s  t h e  firs t a rc  o f  th e  circle, th u s  ac q u it t ing  D e s c a r t e s  o f  th e  canonical circular ity .  B ut how  d o e s  Broughton's 
fo rm u la t io n  of D e s c a r t e s 's  k n o w le d g e - fo u n d in g -p a th  f a re  with r e g a rd  to  t h e  P y rrh o n ian  d i l e m m a ?  H er m e d i ta to r  fo u n d s  his 
co n c lu s io ns  a b o u t  God on  th e  c e r ta in ty  o f  s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  p ro p o s i t io n s ;  th e  c e r ta in ty  of s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  p ro p o s i t io n s  is 
itself f o u n d e d  on  ... On what? I t  is with  B ro u g h to n 's  a n s w e r  to  th is  q u e s t io n —h e r  a p p e a l  to  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s —t h a t  I 
a m  a t  p r e s e n t  c o n c e rn e d .  My c o n c e rn  will b e  n o t  with th e  dependence c h a r a c t e r  of t h e s e  a r g u m e n t s  ( th is  c o n c e rn  a r i s e s  in 
sec t io n  3 ) ,  b u t  with th e i r  c h a r a c t e r  a s  arguments. For a cco rd in g  to  a fo u n d a t io n i s t  t rad i t io n  d a t in g  b a ck  a t  le a s t  to  
Aris to tle ,  th e  only a c c e p ta b le  reso lu t ion  of t h e  P y rrho n ian  d i le m m a  is to  fou nd  k n o w le d g e  on  basic t r u t h s —t h a t  is, t r u th s  
t h e m s e l v e s  n o t  f o u n d e d  on  fu r th e r  a r g u m e n t s .—  S u ch  i s su e s  c o m e  to  th e  fore ,  b e c a u s e  on  B ro u g h to n 's  in t e rp re ta t io n  th e  
s u p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s  a r e  n o t  b as ic  t r u th s .  As I'll a r g u e ,  B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n  s e r v e s  m ere ly  to  r e lo c a te  th e  ju n c t u r e  a t  
which D e s c a r t e s ' s  p ro je c t  s u c c u m b s  to  th e  P y rrh on ian  d i le m m a .
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On what, th e n ,  is th e  c e r ta in ty  of s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  p ro p o s i t io n s  fo u n d e d ?  B ro u g h to n 's  a n s w e r ;  On th e  s t e p s  of 
d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s .  T he  P y rrho n ian  sk ep t ic  now  a s k s ,  On what are the steps of the dependence arguments founded? 
S ince  th e  s t e p s  of t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  m u s t  th e m s e l v e s  b e  p e rc e iv e d  with certainty, it w ould  a p p e a r  t h a t  only tw o 
k inds  of a n s w e r s  a r e  o p e n  to  B ro u g h to n ;  t h e s e  a r g u m e n ta t iv e  s t e p s  a r e  th e m s e l v e s  e i t h e r  (i) su p e r - in d u b i ta b le ,  o r  (ii) 
merely c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t .  At th is  ju n c t u r e ,  B ro u g h to n 's  D e s c a r t e s  c o n f ro n ts  th e  h o rn s  of d i l e m m a .  O ption  (i) in i t ia tes  an  
infinite  r e g r e s s —for, on  th is
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o p tio n ,  t h e  s t e p s  of e a c h  su c c e s s iv e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  will b e  fo u n d e d  on  y e t  f u r th e r  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s ,  a n d  so 
o n ,  ad  infinitum. Option  (ii) r e s u l t s  in c ircu la r i ty—a circle d e f ined  by th e  following fo u r  a rcs ;

Arc 1; T he  s t e p s  of d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  fo u n d e d  on  th e  v e rac i ty  of c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  p e rce p t io n .

Arc 2; T he  ve ra c i ty  o f  c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  p e rc e p t io n  is f o u n d e d  on th e  conc lus ion  t h a t  a n o n -d e ce iv in g  God 
ex is ts .

Arc 3; T he  conc lus ion  t h a t  a n o n -d e c e iv in g  God e x is t s  is fo u n d e d  on  th e  c e r ta in ty  o f  s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  
p ro p o s i t io n s .
Arc 4 ;  T he  c e r ta in ty  of s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  p ro p o s i t io n s  is fo u n d e d  on  th e  s t e p s  of d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n ts .

Arc 1 is th e  v e ry  o p t io n ,  (ii), u n d e r  co n s id e ra t io n .  Arcs 2 - 4  a r e  t h e s e s  e n ta i le d  by B ro u g h to n 's  in t e r p r e ta t i o n —th e s e s  
se rv in g  to  t r a c e  a circuit . On th is  r e n d e r in g ,  th e  c ircular ity  is m o re  s u b t le  th a n  with t h e  cano n ica l  fo rm u la t io n .  I t  is c ircular, 
n o n e th e l e s s .  N ote  too ,  g iven  op t ion  (ii), t h a t  th e  s t e p s  of d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  v u ln e ra b le  to  th e  dece iv ing  God 
h y p o th e s i s —only th e  su p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s  a r e  im m u n e ,  on  B ro u g h to n 's  a c co u n t .
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It  th u s  a p p e a r s  t h a t  B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n  m a n a g e s  n o t  so  m u ch  to  re so lv e  th e  under ly in g  P y rrho n ian  d i le m m a  a s  
to  relocate it. For on  h e r  a c c o u n t ,  it r e m a in s  t h e  c a s e  t h a t  D e s c a r t e s 's  p ro je c t  s u c c u m b s  to  e i t h e r  c ircular ity  o r  infinite 
r e g r e s s .  O n e  m ig h t  try  to  avo id  t h e  h o rn s  o f  th e  d i l e m m a ,  re jec t in g  b o th  (i) a n d  (ii) in fav o r  of s o m e  th ird  o p t io n .  But th is
re s o r t  s e r v e s  m ere ly  to  r e d i re c t  th e  d i lem m ic  q u es t io n in g  to w a rd  t h e  g ro u n d  of th is  th ird  o p t io n .—
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T h e  difficulties su r ro u n d in g  th e  P y rrh o n ia n  d i l e m m a  help  u n d e r s c o re  w hy fo u n d a t io n i s t  in t e rp re ta t i o n s  h av e  
f lo u r is h e d —w hy, on  s t a n d a r d  in t e rp re ta t i o n s ,  D e s c a r t e s  a im s  a t  found ing  k n o w le d g e  on  no n - in fe ren t ia l  g ro u n d .  Even so , 
t h e  s t a n d a r d  a c c o u n t s  m u s t  c o n te n d  with th e  canon ica l  fo rm u la t io n  of t h e  C a r te s ia n  Circle. To r e i t e r a te ,  th e  a p p a r e n t  
c ircular ity  a r i s e s  in t h a t  th e  g ro u n d b r e a k in g  t ru th  a b o u t  God a p p e a r s  itself to  b e  fo u n d e d  o n  p r e m is e s  u n d e rw r i t te n  by th e  
d iv ine  g u a r a n t e e .  T h o u g h  th is  is n o t  th e  p lace  to  d e ta i l  m y ow n  a c c o u n t ,  I c o n te n d  th a t ,  in p a r t ,  D e s c a r t e s  th in k s  he 
av o id s  b o th  h o rn s  o f  th e  d i l e m m a ,  b e c a u s e ,  in the final analysis, t h e  t r u th  a b o u t  God is not fo u n d e d  on  an y  p r e m is e s —at 
all. I n s te a d ,  th is  d iv ine  t r u th  emerges a s  s e l f - e v id e n t ,  th o u g h  it is discovered  via d e fe a s ib le ,  p re - th e i s t i c
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p r e m is e s —a c o n te n t io n  finding s t ro n g  t e x tu a l  s u p p o r t  (so  I a r g u e  e l s e w h e r e ) .—
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G ran ting  m y ob je c t io n  t h a t  B ro u g h to n 's  a c c o u n t  m e re ly  re lo c a te s  th e  C a r te s ia n  Circle, o n e  m ig h t  p laus ib ly  hold t h a t  
h e r  a c c o u n t  n o n e th e l e s s  is t h e  c o r r e c t  in te rp re ta t io n .  A ccordingly , t h e  locus a t  which D e s c a r t e s  s u c c u m b s  to  th e  
P y rrho n ian  d i l e m m a  is co rrec t ly  r e p r e s e n t e d  n o t  by t h e  cano n ica l  fo rm u la t io n ,  b u t  t h e  fo u r -a rc  circle a b o v e —th u s  
a t t r ib u t in g  to  him a m o re  su b t le  e r ro r .  S e c t ion  3, an d  espec ia l ly  sec t io n  4 ,  a d d r e s s  m o r e  closely  th e  do c tr ina l  a n d  te x tu a l  
e v id e n c e  b e a r in g  on B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .

3. How Dependence Arguments Underwrite Super-Indubitability
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My p r e s e n t  a im  is to  e x a m i n e  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  s c h e m a  o n  which s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  t r u th s  a r e  fo u n d e d .  The 
e x a m in a t io n  will s e r v e  a lso  to  d e v e lo p  m o re  fully B ro u g h to n 's  highly original v iew s  a b o u t  th e  cogito.
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B ro u g h to n  m a in ta in s  t h a t  th e  u sua l  'c o g /fo '- ta lk  in th e  s e c o n d a r y  l i te r a tu re  ( a n d  w hich I h a v e  b e e n  us in g )  is 
m is lead ing .  I t  e m p h a s i z e s  u n du ly  th e  e p is te m ic  im p o r ta n c e  o f  thinking in su c h  r e m a r k s  a s ,  "if I co nv in c e d  m y se lf  of
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so m e th in g  th e n  I ce r ta in ly  e x is te d "  ( 2 : 1 6 - 1 7 ,  AT 7 :2 5 ) .  (This e m p h a s i s  exp la in s  w h y  'cogito' is th e  d e  fa c to  s h o r th a n d  for 
'cogito ergo sum'; following B ro u g h to n ,  I h e r e a f t e r  a d o p t ' /  exist' a s  th e  s h o r th a n d . )  A ccording to  B ro u g h to n ,  D e s c a r t e s  
" e n d o r s e s  a claim t h a t  l icen ses  a n  in fe ren ce  fro m  'I  co n v in c e  m y se lf '  to  'I  ex is t '" ;  h e  d e n ie s  t h a t  th e  conv inc ing  ( th e  
th in k ing )  is ep is tem ica l ly  p rio r—th e  m e d i ta to r ' s  "certainty t h a t  he  ex is ts  is n o t  licensed  by prior c e r t a in ty  t h a t  he  is 
convincing  h im se lf  of s o m e th in g "  (1 1 6 ) .  As a l r e a d y  n o te d ,  h e r  D e s c a r t e s  d o e s  n o t  p r e s u p p o s e  th e  ph ilosophically  s u s p e c t ,  
p r io r i ty -o f - th o u g h t  d o c tr ine .  T he  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  p rov ide  "a  d if fe re n t  w ay  of u n d e r s ta n d in g  h o w  D e s c a r t e s  a r r iv e s  
a t  c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  ' I  e x is t '"  (1 1 0 ) .
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How a re  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  s u p p o s e d  to  u n d e rw r i te  th e  s u p e r - in d u b i ta b le  c e r t a in ty  of th e  I  exist? Let 's  b eg in  with 
th e  s t a n d a r d  kind o f  a r g u m e n t  th a t ,  a s  B ro ug h ton  m a in ta in s ,  h a s  no force  a g a in s t  a s k e p t ic  w ho  d o e s n ' t  a c c e p t  th e  
p r io r i ty -o f - th o u g h t -d o c tr in e :

(A) I a m  d o u b t in g  so m e th in g .

(B) I ex is t .

B ro u g h to n  calls  th is  so r t  of a r g u m e n t  a " t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a rg u m e n t" :
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A t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t  h a s  a s  its s t a r t in g  po in t  a claim t h a t  c o n c e rn s  p e o p le 's  e x p e r i e n c e s  or th e i r  
cogn it ive  s t a t e s  o r  c ap ac i t ie s .  T he  a r g u m e n t  th e n  a im s  to  sh o w  t h a t  th e  t r u th  of s o m e  o th e r  s t a t e m e n t  is 
a n e c e s s a r y  condit ion  of th e  s t a r t in g  point.  (1 8 7 )

On h e r  a c c o u n t ,  D e s c a r t e s  a c c e p t s  th e  validity  of th e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t  fo r  I  exist (cf. 1 10) .  He th in k s  it lacks 
a n t i - sk ep t ic a l  fo rce ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e c a u s e  of u n c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  its p re m ise :  e v e n  re la t iv e  to  s k e p t ic s  fo r  w h o m  th e  a r g u m e n t  
is s o u n d ,  if th e  sk ep t ic  is u n c e r ta in  a b o u t  (A) h e  will be  ab le  to  s u s ta in  his d o u b ts  a b o u t  (B). W h a t  is n e e d e d  is, s o m e h o w ,  
to  d e r ive  th e  (B )-c la im  w ith o u t  presupposing c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  th e  (A)-claim . The d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  s t r a t e g y  is 
ta i lo r -m a d e  for  su ch  a scen a r io .  B ro u g h to n  exp la in s :

O ne  w ay  to  t i g h te n  th e  grip  of th e  a r g u m e n t  on th e  sk e p t ic ,  th e n ,  w ould  be  to  sh o w  t h a t  s u c c e s s  in 
d o u b t in g  th e  B -cla im s would  depend in s o m e  w ay  u p o n  g ra n t in g  th e  A -claim s. S o  o n e  go o d  an tisk ep t ic a l  
s t r a t e g y  fo r  a t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u e r  to  p u r s u e  is to  sh o w  t h a t  th e  sk e p t ic  could d o u b t  th e  B-claim only if  
he  g r a n te d  th e  t r u th  of th e  A-claim. T h en  th e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t  fro m  (A) to  (B) w ould  sh o w  t h a t  
o n c e  th e  s k e p t ic  h a s  g r a n te d  th e  A -cla im , he  m u s t  c o n c e d e  th e  t r u th  of th e  B-claim. (1 8 9 )

B ro u g h to n  t a k e s  th is  s t r a t e g y  to  b e  rea l ized  in th e  following fo rm  of a r g u m e n t a t i o n —th e  d e p e n d e n c e  s c h e m a  (1 8 9 ) :

1. If I ra i se  a d o u b t  w h e th e r  (B), I m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  (A) is t ru e .

2. But if (A), th e n  (B).

3. So  if I ra ise  a d o u b t  w h e th e r  (B), I m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  (B) is t ru e .

Line 2 is th e  cond it iona l ized  fo rm  of th e  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t s  on w hich d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  build. T h o u g h  su ch  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t s  lack a n t i - sk ep t ic a l  fo rce ,  th e  b r o a d e r  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  a r e  s u p p o s e d  to  m a r k  an  
im p r o v e m e n t  in th is  r e g a rd .  B ro u g h to n  c o n te n d s  t h a t  th e  s t ru c tu r e  of d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  b r ing s  th e  sk e p t ic  to  " s e e  
t h a t  he  c a n n o t  ra t ional ly  d o u b t  th e  B-c la im " (1 8 9 ) .  Applying th e  s c h e m a  to  t h e /  exist y ie lds  th e  following d e p e n d e n c e  
a r g u m e n t  (1 1 7 ) :

1. If I u s e  a c o n s id e ra t io n  to  d o u b t  w h e th e r  I ex is t ,  I m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  I a m  d o u b t in g  s o m e th in g .

2. If  I a m  d o u b t in g  s o m e th in g ,  th e n  I ex is t .

3. If  I u s e  a co n s id e ra t io n  to  d o u b t  w h e th e r  I ex is t ,  th e n  I m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  "I ex is t"  is t ru e .

Page Break 109
Reflection on th is  a r g u m e n t  is s u p p o s e d  to  re v ea l  th e  futil ity in d o u b t in g  o n e 's  own e x is te n c e .  Im p o r ta n t ly ,  it is s u p p o s e d
to  rev ea l  th is  w i th o u t  p re s u p p o s in g  th e  s u s p e c t  p r io r i ty -o f - th o u g h t  d o c t r in e .—
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The in g en u i ty  of th e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  s t r a t e g y  is o n e  of th e  m a n y  in d ica tions  of th e  s u b t le ty  of B ro u g h to n 's  
in te rp re ta t io n .  T he  s t r a t e g y  of forcing th e  o b s t in a t e  sk e p t ic  into  s u b m is s io n  is C a r te s ia n  a t  its core .  And a s  u su a l ,  
B ro u g h to n 's  d iscu ss ion  is s en s i t iv e  to  a h o s t  of te x t s .  Even so ,  I w a n t  to  a r g u e  t h a t  th e  s t r a t e g y  d o e s  n o t  a f t e r  all s u c c e e d ,  
n o r  is it in D e s c a r t e s ' s  em p lo y .
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My cen tra l  o b jec t io n  is t h a t  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  do  n o t  p rov ide  th e  a d v e r t i s e d  im p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  th e  
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t s  on w hich th e y  build. C o n s id e r  a g a in  th e  a b o v e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  fo r  I  exist. How ex ac t ly  is 
th is  an  im p r o v e m e n t  o v e r  th e  original t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t  (o r  line 2 ) ,  in re la tion  to  a s k e p t ic  w h o 's  u n c e r ta in  a b o u t  
his d o u b t in g ?  C learly ,  th e  c la im ed  im p r o v e m e n t  d o e s  not c o m e  in th e  fo rm  of an  a d d e d  p re m is e  th e  a n t e c e d e n t  of which is 
c e r t a in —an y  sk e p t ic  u n c e r ta in  of th e  a n t e c e d e n t  of line 2 will be  u n c e r ta in  of th e  a n t e c e d e n t  of line 1. In  w h a t  fo rm  does 
t h e  im p r o v e m e n t  c o m e ?  T he  c la im ed  p ro b lem  with th e  original t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t  is t h a t  it e s t a b l i s h e s  no m o re  
th a n  condit ional e x is te n c e ,  while leaving th e  skep t ica l  m e d i ta to r  u n c e r ta in  of th e  condit ion .  In  th is  r e g a r d ,  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  
a r g u m e n t  offers  no im p ro v e m e n t .  T he  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  e s t a b l i s h e s  t h a t  if  I a m  d o u b t in g  m y  e x is te n c e ,  then I exis t.
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But e s sen t ia l ly  t h e  s a m e  re s u l t  is a l r e a d y  explicit in line 2. It  w ould  s e e m  t h a t  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  s e r v e s  only to  
a d d  a la y e r  of condit ional i ty .  G ra n te d ,  t h e r e  a r e  m in o r  d i f fe ren ce s  b e tw e e n  th e  tw o  co n d i t io n a ls—lines 2 a n d  3. T h e se  
d i f fe re n c e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  fa v o r  t h e  u n a d o r n e d  v e rs io n  in line 2, n o t  t h e  e m b e l l i sh e d  v e rs io n  in line 3. For an y  sk e p t ic  w ho  
a c c e p t s  t h e  condit ion  of line 3 ( t h a t  I  am using a consideration to doubt whether I  exist) will th e r e f o r e  a c c e p t  t h e  condit ion  
of line 2 ( t h a t  I  am doubting something);  b u t  n o t  v ice  v e r s a .  How, th e n ,  d o e s  t h e  conc lus ion  of t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  
im p ro v e  on line 2?
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B ro u g h to n  n o te s  t h a t  " e v e n  a c o m p le te ly  s o u n d  a n d  valid"  t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t  w o n ' t  con v ince  t h e  sk e p t ic  w h o 's  
u n c e r ta in  of his th ink in g .  But h e re  ag a in ,  t h e  c o r r e sp o n d in g  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  o ffers  no im p ro v e m e n t .  This is well 
i l lu s tra ted  by h ighl igh t ing  w h a t  B ro u g h to n  w o rk s  h a rd  to  a c h ie v e —t h e  d isp en sab il i ty  of t h e  f i r s t -p e r s o n  p e r s p e c t iv e .  This 
d isp en sab i l i ty  m a y  be  clarified by s u b s t i tu t in g  t h e  va r iab le ,  x ,  for o c c u r r e n c e s  o f ' I ' :
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1 ' .  If x  u s e s  a co n s id e ra t io n  to  d o u b t  w h e th e r  x  ex is ts ,  x  m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  x  is d o u b t in g  s o m e th in g .
2 ' .  If x  is d o u b t in g  s o m e th in g ,  t h e n  x  ex is ts .

3 ' .  If x  u s e s  a co n s id e ra t io n  to  d o u b t  w h e th e r  x  ex is ts ,  t h e n  x  m u s t  g r a n t  t h a t  "x  e x is ts "  is t ru e .

This a r g u m e n t  is s o u n d  j u s t  in c a s e  t h e  original is. T h a t  its s o u n d n e s s  is in d e ed  p r e s e rv e d  w h e re  x  s t a n d s  for a 
non-existent un ico rn  h e lp s  clarify t h a t  t h e  a r g u m e n t  d o e s  n o t  e s ta b l i sh  t h a t  "x  e x is ts "  is t r u e .  W ha t ,  th e n ,  could ref lection  
on  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  re v e a l  to  a sk e p t ica l  m e d i ta to r  w h o 's  u n c e r ta in  a b o u t  his own th ink in g?  For all th is  a r g u m e n t  
sh o w s ,  t h e  m e d i ta to r  m ig h t  h im se lf  be  n o n -e x i s te n t .  Of c o u rs e ,  t h e r e  is t h e  following d is t inc tion  b e tw e e n  t h e  skep t ica l  
m e d i ta to r  a n d  a n o n - e x i s te n t  un ico rn ;  unlike  t h e  m e d i ta to r ,  a fictional be ing  is n o t  actually d o u b t in g  o r  th in k in g —it c a n n o t  
see  t h a t  its e x is te n c e  is p r e s u p p o s e d  by its ow n d o u b ts .  On B ro u g h to n 's  in t e rp re ta t io n ,  h o w e v e r ,  th is  is a d is t inc tion  
w i th o u t  a n y  ep is te m ic  d if fe ren ce ;  fo r  her sk ep t ica l  m e d i ta to r  is q u i te  u n c e r ta in  of his own d o u b t in g  an d  th ink ing .
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It  w ould  th e r e f o r e  s e e m  th a t ,  fo r  all its in g en u i ty ,  t h e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  s t r a t e g y  fails to  d e l ive r  t h e  a d v e r t i s e d  
im p ro v e m e n t .  Nor d o e s  it he lp  t h a t ,  in a g re e in g  to  e n g a g e  th e  m e th o d  of d o u b t ,  t h e  sk e p t ic  d o e s  t h e r e b y  assume w h a t  is 
u n c e r t a in —n a m e ly ,  t h a t  he  is d o u b t in g  s o m e th in g .  For th is  a s s u m p t io n  is of eq ua l  v a lu e  re la t ive  to  t h e  original 
t r a n s c e n d e n t a l  a r g u m e n t .  And in a q u e s t  fo r  in d e fea s ib le  k n o w led g e ,  u n c e r ta in  a s s u m p t io n s  h a v e  no v a lu e .
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A side from  w h e th e r  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  do  th e  c la im ed  philosophical  w ork ,  w e  w a n t  to  know  w h e th e r  D e s c a r te s  
e m p lo y s  th e m .  T he  r e le v a n t  t e x t s  a r e  n u m e r o u s ,  a n d  B ro u g h to n 's  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e m  is e x te n s iv e  a n d  im p re s s iv e .  S p a c e  
d o e s  no t  p e rm i t  su ch  a careful t r e a t m e n t  h e re .  I will, h o w e v e r ,  call s o m e  te x tu a l  a t t e n t io n  to  t h r e e  r e g a r d s  in w hich h e r  
a c c o u n t  is a t  o d d s  with t h e  m o re  s t a n d a r d  a c c o u n ts .  F irst,  s t a n d a r d  a c c o u n t s  typically  t a k e  t h e  I  exist t o  be  e x e m p la ry  no t  
of su p e r - in d u b i ta b i l i ty ,  b u t  of clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s .  S e c o n d ,  t h e y  typically  m a in ta in  t h e  p r io r i ty -o f - th o u g h t  do c tr in e ,  
w h e re b y  th e  I  exist is d e r iv ed  fro m  ep is tem ica l ly  p r io r  c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  I  think. Third , t h e y  typically  m a in ta in  t h a t  t h e  I  
exist is a p p r e h e n d e d  se l f -ev id en tly .  N o te w o r th y  t e x t s  s p e a k  to  e a c h  issue .
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A Third M edita t ion  p a s s a g e  p u rp o r t s  to  c h a ra c te r i z e  t h e  g ro u n d  of t h e  I  exist. In  c o n te x t ,  t h e  m e d i ta to r  is a t t e m p t in g  
to  e x te n d  its c e r t a in ty  to  a g e n e ra l  ru le —a cri ter ion  for  "be in g  ce r ta in  a b o u t  an y th in g "
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(2 : 2 4 ,  AT 7 :3 5 ) .  Reflec ting on its g ro u n d ,  t h e  m e d i ta to r  s a y s ;  " In  th is  f irs t i tem  of k n o w led g e  th e r e  is simply [nihil aliud] a 
c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  p e rc e p t io n  of w h a t  I a m  a s s e r t i n g "  (ib id .,  m y italics). On th is  bas is ,  th e  m e d i ta to r  te n ta t iv e ly  co n c lu d e s ;

So  I now  s e e m  to  b e  ab le  to  lay it d ow n  a s  a g e n e ra l  ru le  t h a t  w h a te v e r  I p e rc e iv e  v e ry  c learly  an d  
d is t inc tly  is t r u e .  ( 2 : 2 4 ,  AT 7 :3 5 )

Page 111
This is hard ly  t h e  g e n e ra l  rule o n e  would  e x p e c t  g iven  B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .  For, on h e r  a c c o u n t ,  w h a t  is 

im p re s s iv e  a b o u t  t h e  I  exist is n o t  simply its c larity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s ,  b u t  its s u p e r - in d u b i ta b i l i ty —itse lf  u n d e rw r i t te n  by a 
d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t .
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T he e x c h a n g e  b e tw e e n  D e s c a r t e s  a n d  G a sse n d i  p ro d u c e s  an  ex cep t ion a l ly  c le a r  s t a t e m e n t  of t h e  p r io r i ty -o f - th o u g h t  
d o c tr in e  t h a t  B ro u g h to n  o p p o s e s .  G a s se n d i  w rites ;

[Y]ou con c lu d e  t h a t  th is  p ro po s i t io n ,  I  am, I  exist, is t r u e  w h e n e v e r  it is p u t  fo rw ard  by you o r  co nce ived  
in y o u r  m ind . But I do  n o t  s e e  t h a t  you  n e e d e d  all th is  a p p a r a t u s ,  w h e n  on o th e r  g ro u n d s  you  w e re  
c e r ta in ,  a n d  it w a s  t r u e ,  t h a t  y ou  ex is ted .  You could h a v e  m a d e  th e  s a m e  in fe re n ce  from  an y  o n e  of y o u r  
o th e r  ac t io n s ,  s ince  it is k now n by th e  n a tu ra l  light t h a t  w h a te v e r  a c ts  e x is ts .  ( 2 : 1 8 0 ,  AT 7 : 2 5 8 - 5 9 )

G a s s e n d i 's  r e m a rk s  a r e  n o te w o r th y  b e c a u s e ,  like B ro u g h to n ,  h e  p lays  d o w n  t h e  f i r s t -p e r s o n  p e r s p e c t iv e .  D e s c a r te s  
rep l ies :

W hen  you  s a y  t h a t  I "could  h a v e  m a d e  th e  s a m e  in fe ren ce  from  a n y  o n e  of m y o th e r  a c t io n s"  you  a r e  fa r  
f rom  th e  t r u th ,  s in ce  I a m  n o t  wholly ce r ta in  of a n y  of m y  ac t io n s ,  with  th e  so le  e x c e p t io n  of th o u g h t .
( 2 : 2 4 4 ,  AT 7 :3 5 2 )

B ro u g h to n  a c k n o w le d g e s  th is  p a s s a g e ,  a d m i t t in g  t h a t  " D e s c a r t e s  h im se lf  says  t h a t  c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  ' I  ex is t '  d e r iv e s  from
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c e r t a in ty  a b o u t  ' I  th in k '"  ( 1 1 1 ) .  S h e  c o n te n d s  t h a t  th e  p a s s a g e  is m is lea d in g ,  t h a t  in his f ru s t ra t io n  in dea l ing  with 
G a sse n d i ,  D e s c a r t e s  is c a r e l e s s —h e  " c o n f la te s  th e  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t  for t h e  indubitab i l i ty  of 'I  ex is t '  w ith  a qu ite  
d i f fe ren t  a r g u m e n t "  ( 1 4 2 - 4 3 ) .  More g en e ra l ly ,  B ro u gh to n  d o e s  " n o t  th ink  w e  can  look o u ts id e  t h e  S e c o n d  M edita t ion  for 
m u c h  co n f i rm a t io n "  of h e r  r e a d in g  (1 4 1 ) .  S h e  th u s  fo c u s e s  h e r  p r im a ry  effo r ts  on try ing  to  sh o w  t h a t  it is her a c c o u n t ,  no t  
t h a t  which priorit izes  th e  I  think, t h a t  p ro v id e s  " th e  b e s t  in te rp re ta t io n  of t h e  f a m o u s  p a s s a g e  in t h e  S e c o n d  M edita t ion"  
(112).
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B ro u g h to n 's  fo c u s e d  t r e a t m e n t  of th e  re l e v a n t  S e c o n d  M edita t ion  p a s s a g e  is ca refu lly  a rg u e d  a n d  th o r o u g h  (cf. h e r  
c h a p te r  7 ) .  In m y ju d g m e n t ,  s h e  sh o w s  t h a t  t h a t  p a s s a g e  can be  re a d  a lon g  t h e  lines sh e
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s u g g e s t s .  As s h e  sh o w s ,  t h e r e  is in fe ren t ia l  s t r u c tu r e  in t h e  ref lec t ion  lead ing  up to  t h e  d e c la ra t io n  of /  exist. I w ould  
a r g u e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  it d o e s  n o t  follow from  th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e  I  exist is f irs t  discovered with t h e  help  of in f e re n c e s  t h a t  th e  
in f e re n c e s  e n d u r e  a s  its e p is te m ic  ground. A y o u n g  girl m ig h t  d is c o v e r  t h a t  2 +  3 =  5 via in feren tia l  re f lec t ion ,  t h o u g h ,  in 
t im e ,  t h e  g ro u n d  of h e r  c e r t a in ty  m a y  e m e r g e  in t h e  fo rm  of s e l f -e v id e n c e .—  D e s c a r t e s  s a y s ,  of t r u th s  t h a t  p eo p le  
d is c o v e r  via  a r g u m e n t ,  t h a t  th e y  m a y  " e v e n tu a l ly  be  j u s t  a s  s e l f - e v id e n t  to  t h e m  a s  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  tw o  is e v e n  
o r  t h a t  t h r e e  is o d d "  ( 2 : 1 1 5 ,  AT 7 : 1 6 4 - 6 5 ) .  My own s e n s e  is t h a t  a g r e a t  dea l  of t h e  " a r g u m e n t a t i o n "  of t h e  Meditations is 
in te n d e d  to  he lp  th e  m e d i ta to r  to  a r r iv e  a t  a s e l f -e v id e n t  g r a s p  of v a r io u s  t r u t h s —no ta b ly ,  th e  t r u th s  c o n c e rn in g  G od .—  In 
r e s p o n s e  to  t h e  s e c o n d  o b je c to r s ,  w h o m  D e s c a r t e s  t a k e s  to  m i s c o n s t ru e  t h e  I  exist a s  re s t in g  on in fe re n c e ,  D e s c a r te s  
w ri tes :

W hen  s o m e o n e  s a y s  "I a m  th in k ing ,  t h e r e fo re  I a m ,  o r  I e x is t , "  h e  d o e s  n o t  d e d u c e  e x is te n c e  from  
th o u g h t  by m e a n s  of a sy l log ism , b u t  re c o g n iz e s  it a s  s o m e th in g  s e l f - e v id e n t  by a s im p le  in tu it ion  of th e  
m ind .  ( 2 : 1 0 0 ,  AT 7 :1 4 0 )

4 . Super-indubitability and the Texts
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My p r im ary  a im  in th is  final se c t io n  is a c larif ication of im p o r t a n t  t e x t s  b ea r in g  on B ro u g h to n 's  a c c o u n t  of th e  
su p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s .  I'll focus  on th r e e  in t e rp re ta t i v e  t h e s e s —e a c h  en ta i le d  by h e r  a c c o u n t  of sup e r - in d u b i ta b i l i ty :

A. T h e  m o s t  ce r ta in  of t r u th s  ( t h e  s u p e r - in d u b i t a b l e s )  a r e  u t te r ly  im m u n e  to  hyperbo l ic  d o u b t .

B. K now ledge  ( t h a t  is, D e s c a r t e s 's  b ra n d  of fu l ly - indefeas ib le  k n o w led g e )  of t h e  m o s t  ce r ta in  of t r u th s  
d o e s  n o t  d e p e n d  on k n o w le d g e  of a n o n -d ece iv in g  God.

C. P ropos it ions  of m a th  a r e  n o t  inc luded  a m o n g  th e  m o s t  ce r ta in  of t r u th s .

I shall a r g u e  t h a t  t h e r e  is a com pel ling  te x tu a l  c a s e  a g a in s t  all th r e e  t h e s e s .  B ea r  in m ind  t h a t  s o m e  v e rs io n  of A a n d  B 
(v e r s io n s  s t r ip p e d  of a n y  a llusion  to  su p e r - in d u b i tab i l i ty )  is w idely  p r e s u p p o s e d  in th e  s e c o n d a r y  l i te ra tu re .  C o n se q u e n t ly ,  
m y  te x tu a l  a r g u m e n t  a g a in s t  t h e s e  t h e s e s  is n o t  lim ited  to  B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .
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A p re l im in a ry  r e m a r k  is in o rde r .  Given th e  m a g n i tu d e  a n d  co m p lex i ty  of t h e  t e x t s  b ea r in g  on A, B, a n d  C, it w ould  be 
all to o  e a s y  to  find p ro b le m  te x t s  for h e r  in te rp re ta t io n .  I s a y  too e a s y ,  b e c a u s e  e v e ry
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in te rp re ta t io n  m u s t  c o n f ro n t  s u c h  te x t s .  Citing a few c a s e s  h ard ly  m a k e s  for  a te lling r e fu ta t io n ,  g iven t h a t  th e  i n t e rp re te r  
can  cite s u p p o r t in g  t e x t s  of h e r  ow n. (P a r t  of w h a t  is im p re s s iv e  in B ro u g h to n 's  a c c o u n t  is th e  v a s t  n u m b e r  of p ro b lem  
t e x t s  for which s h e  o ffers  a p laus ib le  r e a d in g . )  A telling re fu ta t io n  would  req u i re  an  o v e rw h e lm in g  bo dy  of te x tu a l  
e v id e n c e .
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I shall build m y  c a s e  on w h a t  I t a k e  to  be  an  o v e rw h e lm in g  body  of te x tu a l  e v id e n c e —o v e rw h e lm in g  in bo th  
q u a n t i ta t iv e  a n d  q u a l i ta t iv e  t e r m s .  T h e s e  t e x t s —I'll re f e r  to  t h e m  a s  " m a s t e r  t e x t s " —a r e  n o t  only n u m e r o u s  a n d  m u tu a l ly  
re in forc ing ; th e i r  c lea r ,  d e ta i le d  expo s i t io n  a r i s e s  in pivotal c o n te x t s .  T h ey  p ro v id e  D e s c a r t e s 's  m o s t  d e ta i le d  expos i t ion  of 
t h e  e f fec ts  of hyperbo l ic  d o u b t  on o u r  ep is te m ic a l ly  b e s t  p e rc e p t io n s .  T heir  co llective w e ig h t  r e n d e r s  th e m  his m o s t  
c o n s id e re d  a n d  m e a s u r e d  s t a t e m e n t s  on th e  su b je c t .
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T h e re  a r e  fou r  m a s t e r  t e x t s .  I h a v e  a d d e d  t e x t  m a r k e r s  t h a t  c ro s s - r e f e r e n c e  with th e  t h r e e  t h e s e s  a b o v e  (a lo ng  with 
fu r th e r  t h e s e s  I'll a d d r e s s  be lo w )—th e  ( a ) - t e x t s  b e a r  on th e s is  A, t h e  ( b ) - t e x t s  on th e s is  B, a n d  so  on :

But w h a t  a b o u t  w h e n  I w a s  con s id e r in g  s o m e th in g  v e ry  s im p le  a n d  s t r a ig h t fo rw a rd  [(c )]  in a r i th m e t ic  or 
g e o m e t r y ,  for e x a m p le  t h a t  tw o  a n d  th r e e  a d d e d  to g e t h e r  m a k e  five, a n d  so  on?  Did I n o t  s e e  a t  l e a s t  
t h e s e  th in g s  c lea r ly  e n o u g h  to  affirm th e i r  t r u th ?  In d e e d ,  th e  only re a s o n  for  [ ( e ) ]  m y  la te r  j u d g e m e n t  
t h a t  t h e y  w e re  o p e n  to  d o u b t  w a s  t h a t  it o c cu r re d  to  m e  t h a t  p e r h a p s  [(f)]  s o m e  God could  h a v e  g iven  
m e  a n a tu r e  su ch  t h a t  I w a s  d e c e iv e d  [ ( a ) ]  e v e n  in m a t t e r s  w hich  s e e m e d  m o s t  e v id e n t  [manifestissima].
And w h e n e v e r  m y  p re c o n c e iv e d  belief  in t h e  s u p r e m e  p o w e r  of God c o m e s  to  m in d ,  I c a n n o t  b u t  a d m i t  
t h a t  it w ould  be  e a s y  for  h im , if he  so  d e s i r e d ,  to  bring it a b o u t  t h a t  I go w ron g  [ ( a ) ]  e v e n  in th o s e  
m a t t e r s  which I th ink  I s e e  u t te r ly  c lea rly  [ evidentissime intueri] with m y  m in d 's  eye .  Yet [ (d ) ]  w h en  I 
tu rn  to  t h e  th in g s  t h e m s e l v e s  which I th in k  I p e rc e iv e  v e ry  c lea r ly ,  I a m  so  con v inced  by th e m  t h a t  I 
s p o n t a n e o u s ly  d e c la re :  let w h o e v e r  can  do  so  d e c e iv e  m e ,  h e  will n e v e r  bring  it a b o u t  t h a t  I a m  no th in g ,  
so  long a s  I c o n t in u e  to  th in k  I a m  s o m e th in g ;  or m a k e  it t r u e  a t  s o m e  fu tu re  t im e  t h a t  I h a v e  n e v e r
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e x is te d ,  s in ce  it is now  t r u e  t h a t  I ex is t ;  o r  bring  it a b o u t  t h a t  tw o  a n d  th r e e  a d d e d  t o g e t h e r  a r e  m o re  o r  
less  t h a n  five, o r  an y th in g  of th is  kind in which I s e e  a m a n i f e s t  co n trad ic t io n .  And s ince  I h a v e  no c a u s e  
to  th in k  t h a t  t h e r e  is a dece iv in g  G od,  a n d  I do  n o t  y e t  e v e n  know  for s u r e  w h e th e r  th e r e  is a God a t  all, 
a n y  r e a s o n  for  d o u b t  which d e p e n d s  s im ply  on th is  su p p o s i t io n  is a v e ry  s l igh t a n d ,  so  to  s p e a k ,  
m e ta p h y s ic a l  o n e .  But in o r d e r  to  r e m o v e  e v e n  th is  s l igh t r e a s o n  for  d o u b t ,  a s  s o o n  a s  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  
a r i s e s  I m u s t  e x a m in e  w h e th e r  th e r e  is a G od, a n d ,  if t h e r e  is, w h e th e r  he  can  be  a
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d e ce iv e r .  For [ (b ) ]  if I do  n o t  know  th is ,  it s e e m s  t h a t  I c an  n e v e r  be  q u i te  c e r ta in  a b o u t  a n y th in g  e lse ,
(Third M edita t ion ; 2 :2 5 ,  AT 7 : 3 5 - 3 6 )

A d m it ted ly  [ (d ) ]  m y  n a tu r e  is s u c h  t h a t  so  long a s  I p e rc e iv e  s o m e th in g  v e ry  c learly  an d  d is tinc tly  I 
c a n n o t  b u t  b e lieve  it to  b e  t r u e .  But m y n a tu r e  is a lso  s u c h  t h a t  I c a n n o t  fix m y  m e n ta l  vis ion continua lly  
on t h e  s a m e  th in g ,  so  a s  to  k e e p  perce iv ing  it c lea rly ; an d  o f ten  t h e  m e m o r y  of a p rev iou s ly  m a d e  
j u d g e m e n t  m a y  c o m e  b ack ,  [ ( e ) ]  w h e n  I a m  no  lo n g e r  a t t e n d in g  to  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  w hich led m e  to  m a k e  
it. And so  o th e r  a r g u m e n t s  c an  now  o c cu r  to  m e  which m ig h t  eas i ly  u n d e rm in e  m y  opin ion ,  [ (b ) ]  if I w e re  
u n a w a r e  of G od; a n d  I sh ou ld  t h u s  n e v e r  h a v e  t r u e  an d  ce r ta in  kn o w led g e  a b o u t  a n y th in g ,  b u t  only 
sh if t ing  a n d  c h a n g e a b le  op in ions ,  [(c )]  For e x a m p le ,  w h e n  I c o n s id e r  th e  n a tu r e  of a t r ia n g le ,  [ ( a ) ]  it 
a p p e a r s  m o s t  e v id e n t  [evidentissime] to  m e ,  s t e e p e d  a s  I a m  in t h e  princip les  of g e o m e t r y ,  t h a t  its th r e e  
a n g le s  a r e  e q u a l  to  tw o  r igh t a n g le s ;  a n d  [ (d ) ]  so  long a s  I a t t e n d  to  th e  proof ,  I c a n n o t  b u t  b e lieve  th is  
to  be  t r u e .  But [ ( e ) ]  a s  s o o n  a s  I t u r n  m y  m in d 's  e y e  a w a y  from  th e  p roof ,  th e n  in sp i te  of still 
r e m e m b e r in g  t h a t  I p e rce iv ed  it v e ry  c lea r ly ,  I c an  eas i ly  fall into  d o u b t  a b o u t  its t r u th ,  if I a m  u n a w a r e  of 
God, For [(f)] I c a n  con v ince  m y s e lf  t h a t  I h a v e  a n a tu ra l  d isposit ion  to  go w ro n g  from  t im e  to  t im e  [ ( a ) ]  
in m a t t e r s  which I th in k  I p e rce iv e  a s  ev id en t ly  a s  c an  be  [evidentissime percipere], (Fifth M edita t ion ;
2 :4 8 ,  AT 7 : 6 9 - 7 0 )

[The m ind] f inds ce r ta in  c o m m o n  n o t io n s  fro m  which it c o n s t ru c t s  v a r io u s  p ro o fs ;  a n d ,  [ (d ) ]  fo r  a s  long 
a s  it a t t e n d s  to  t h e m ,  it is co m p le te ly  c o n v in ce d  o f  th e i r  t r u th .  For e x a m p le ,  th e  m ind  h a s  within itself 
id e a s  of n u m b e r s  an d  s h a p e s ,  an d  it a lso  h a s  su c h  c o m m o n  no tio n s  a s :  [ (c ) ]  If you  ad d  e q u a ls  to  eq u a ls  
th e  r e s u l t s  will be  eq u a l ;  f ro m  t h e s e  it is e a s y  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e  t h r e e  a n g le s  of a t r ian g le  eq ua l  
tw o  r igh t a n g le s ,  an d  so  on. And s o  [ (d ) ]  th e  m ind will be  co nv in ced  of th e  t r u th  of th is  a n d  sim ilar 
con c lu s io n s ,  so  long a s  it a t t e n d s  to  t h e  p r e m is s e s  from  which it d e d u c e d  th e m .  But [ ( e ) ]  it c a n n o t  a t t e n d  
to  t h e m  all th e  t im e ;  a n d  s u b s e q u e n t ly ,  recalling t h a t  it is still ig n o ra n t  a s  to  w h e th e r  it [(f)] m a y  h a v e  
b e e n  c r e a t e d  with th e  kind of n a tu r e  t h a t  m a k e s  it go w ron g  [ ( a ) ]  e v e n  in m a t t e r s  w hich a p p e a r  m o s t  
e v id e n t  [evidentissima], t h e  m ind s e e s  t h a t  it h a s  j u s t  c a u s e  to  d o u b t  su ch  co n c lu s io n s ,  an d  t h a t  [ (b ) ]  th e  
p o s s e s s io n  of ce r ta in  kn o w led g e  will n o t  be  p oss ib le  until it h a s  c o m e  to  know  th e  a u th o r  of its 
b e in g ,(Principles; 1 :1 9 7 ,  AT 8 a : 9 - 1 0 )
In y o u r  se c o n d  ob je c t io n  you  [R eg ius ]  s a y :  [ (c ) ]  " th e  t r u th  of a x io m s  which a r e  c learly  a n d  d is tinc tly  
u n d e r s to o d  is se l f -e v id e n t ,"  This to o ,  I a g r e e ,  is t r u e ,  d u r ing  th e  t im e  th e y  a r e  c lea rly  an d  d is tinctly  
u n d e r s to o d ;  fo r  [ (d ) ]  o u r  m ind  is of su ch  a n a tu r e  t h a t  it c a n n o t  he lp  a s s e n t in g  to  w h a t  it clearly  
u n d e r s t a n d s ,  [ ( e ) ]  But b e c a u s e  w e  o f ten  r e m e m b e r  co nc lu s io ns  t h a t  w e h a v e  d e d u c e d  from  su ch  
p r e m is s e s  w i th o u t  ac tu a l ly  a t t e n d in g  to  t h e  p r e m is s e s  t h e m s e l v e s ,  I s a y  t h a t  on su ch  o c c a s io n s ,  if w e lack 
k n o w le d g e  of G od, w e can  im ag in e  t h a t  th e  co n c lu s ion s  a r e  u n c e r ta in  e v e n  th o u g h  w e  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  
t h e y  w e re  d e d u c e d  from  c le a r  pr incip les:  b e c a u s e  p e r h a p s  [(f)] o u r  n a tu r e  is s u c h  t h a t  w e go  w ron g  [ ( a ) ]
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e v e n  in th e  m o s t  e v id e n t  m a t t e r s  leuidentissimis], C o n se q u e n t ly ,  e v e n  a t  th e  m o m e n t  w h e n  w e d e d u c e d  
t h e m  from  th o s e  princ ip les ,  w e did n o t  h a v e  knowledge of t h e m ,  b u t  only a conviction of t h e m ,  I 
d is t in gu ish  th e  tw o  a s  follows: t h e r e  is convic t ion  w h e n  th e r e  r e m a in s  s o m e  re a s o n  which m ig h t  lead  us  
to  d o u b t ,  b u t  k n o w le d g e  is convic t ion  b a s e d  on  a r e a s o n  so  s t ro n g  t h a t  it c a n  n e v e r  be  s h a k e n  by a n y  
s t r o n g e r  r e a s o n ,  [ (b ) ]  N obody  can  h a v e  th e  l a t te r  u n le s s  he  a lso  h a s  k n o w le d g e  o f  God, ( 1 6 4 0  le t te r ;
3 :1 4 7 ,  AT 3 : 6 4 - 6 5 )

T he  firs t tw o  m a s t e r  t e x t s  a re  pivotal in th e  Meditations. Upon clarifying th e  n a tu r e  a n d  s c o p e  of hyperbo l ic  d o u b t ,  th e  first 
m a s t e r  t e x t  c o n c lu d e s  with t h e  m e d i ta t o r  d ec la r in g  his n e e d  to  " e x a m in e  w h e th e r  t h e r e  is a G od, a n d ,  if t h e r e  is, w h e th e r  
he  c an  be  a d e c e iv e r , "  This m a r k s  th e  beg in n in g  po in t  of an  e x te n d e d  a r g u m e n t —ru n n in g  th r o u g h  th e  Third , F o u r th ,  and  
Fifth M e d i ta t ion s—aim e d  a t  o v e rc o m in g  t h e  d ece iv ing  God h y p o th e s is  (a n d  e q u iv a le n t  d o u b t s ) ,— T he s e c o n d  m a s t e r  t e x t  
m a r k s  th e  e n d  po in t  of th is  e x te n d e d  a r g u m e n t .  I t  is p a r t  of a f o u r -p a ra g ra p h  p a s s a g e  ( a t  th e  e n d  of t h e  Fifth M edita t ion)  
in w hich  D e s c a r t e s  a n n o u n c e s  v ic to ry ,  while s u m m a r iz in g  how  his th e is t ic  s t r a t e g y  d o e s  finally prevai l  o v e r  sk e p t ic i sm ,  
t h e r e b y  ins t i tu t ing  th e  d iv ine g u a r a n t e e .  T he  th ird  m a s t e r  t e x t  is f rom  Principles 1, an d  th e  fo u r th  from  a l e t te r  to  Regius,  
T h o u g h  n e i th e r  c o m e s  from  th e  Meditations, bo th  a r t ic u la te  t h e  s a m e  t h e m e s .  T h a t  th e  fou r  m a s t e r  t e x t s  tell a c le a r  an d  
c o n s i s t e n t  s to ry  is r e m a rk a b le .  For th e  f irst m a s t e r  t e x t  is n o to r io u s  in t h e  l i te r a tu re ,  b e c a u s e  of th e  s e e m in g  difficulty in 
reconciling  its s t a t e m e n t s  with th e  b r o a d e r  ep is tem o lo g ica l  p ro g r a m .  T h o u g h  m a n y  c o m m e n ta t o r s  h a v e  w a n te d  to  d is co u n t  
it, a s  an  a n o m a lo u s  p a s s a g e  a t  o d d s  with D e s c a r t e s ' s  c o n s id e re d  v iew s ,  th e  s tr ik ing  fac t  is t h a t  its s t a t e m e n t s  a re  
re i t e r a te d  in e a c h  m a s t e r  t e x t ,—  W h a t  c o m m e n ta t o r s  should co n c lu d e  is t h a t ,  co llectively , t h e s e  p a s s a g e s  clarify cen tra l
d o c tr in e s  t h a t  a n y  a d e q u a t e  in t e rp re ta t io n  m u s t  ex p la in ,—
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C o ncern in g  B ro u g h to n 's  th e s i s  A: T he  ( a ) - r e m a r k s  of e a c h  m a s t e r  t e x t  sy s te m a t ic a l ly  e m p lo y  s u p e r la t i v e s ,  t h e r e b y  
e x p re s s in g  t h a t  t h e  dece iv ing  God h y p o th e s is  d e f e a t s  o u r  c e r t a in ty  e v e n  in its g r e a t e s t  d e g r e e —o u r  most evident
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p e rc e p t io n .—  O th e r  paralle l p a s s a g e s  c o n v e y  th e  s a m e  (cf. AT 7 :7 7 ,  7 :1 4 1 ,  8 a ; 6 ,  8 a ;1 6 ) .  T ak en  a t  face  v a lu e ,  th e
( a ) - t e x t s  im ply  t h a t  th e s i s  A is f a l s e —t h a t  th e r e  is no priv ileged c la s s  of s u p e r - in d u b i t a b l e s  u t te r ly  im m u n e  to  d o u b t .—
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C oncern ing  B ro u g h to n 's  th e s i s  B; This th e s i s  is a coro l la ry  of A—th e  d o u b t - im m u n i ty  o f  th e  su p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s  im plies 
(g iven  o t h e r  de ta i ls  of D e s c a r t e s ' s  p ro g r a m )  t h a t  ind e fea s ib le  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e m  d o e s  no t  d e p e n d  on k n o w le d g e  of a 
n o n -d ece iv in g  God. Tak ing  th e
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( b ) - t e x t s  a t  face  v a lu e ,  h o w e v e r ,  th e y  c learly  im ply  th e  n e g a t io n  of t h e s i s  B.
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B ro u g h to n  is a w a re  of t e x t s  u n fa v o ra b le  to  h e r  A a n d  B. S h e  a d d r e s s e s  o n e  of t h e m —th e  ( b ) - t e x t  occu rr ing  in th e  first 
m a s t e r  t e x t —offering tw o  n o te s  in h e r  d e fe n s e .  First,  s h e  n o te s  t h a t

D e s c a r t e s  e x p r e s s e s  only t e n ta t iv e ly  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  a t  th is  s t a g e  o f  his inquiry  he  c a n n o t  be  ce r ta in  of 
an y th in g ;  he s a y s  th is  seem s to  him ( videor) to  be  t r u e .  (1 8 2 )

B ro u g h to n  t h u s  r e a d s  D e s c a r t e s  a s  invoking th e  a p p e a r a n c e - r e a l i ty  d is t inc tion ; t h o u g h  it seem s t h a t  e v e ry th in g  is in 
d o u b t ,  p e r h a p s  th is  is no t  really t h e  c a s e .  But ' s e e m i n g '  qua l i f ica t ions  n e e d  no t  imply a c o n t r a s t  with reality . I n d e e d ,  no n e  
of t h e  o th e r  ( b ) - t e x t s  inc lude  th e  qualif ica tion . B ro u g h to n 's  se c o n d  n o te  is a su g g e s t io n  of how  to  re ad  th e  b r o a d e r  
p a r a g r a p h  ( t h a t  is , t h e  first m a s t e r  t e x t ) .  S h e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  it is in te n d e d  to  c o n v e y  th e  following confus ion ;

Well, it is hard fo r  him to  s e e  w hy  s o m e  c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t  id e a s  c a n n o t  be  d o u b te d ,  while o th e r s —equally  
c lea r ,  d is t inc t ,  an d  co m p e l l in g —can  be. T h e  s e n t e n c e  in q u e s t io n  is an  e x p re s s io n  of th is  difficulty, I th ink .
(1 8 3 )

T he  p a s s a g e ,  h o w e v e r ,  d o e s  n o t  b e a r  o u t  th is  su g g e s t io n .  T h e re  is no indica tion  t h a t  D e s c a r t e s  m e a n s  to  be  co n t r a s t in g  
tw o  s e t s  o f  c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t  id e a s —th e  su p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s  v e r s u s  o rd in a ry  c a s e s .  To th e  c o n t r a ry ,  t h e  difficulty e x p re s s e d  
in t h e  p a s s a g e  c o n c e rn s  th e  vu lnerab il i ty  to  hyperb o l ic  d o u b t  of all m a x im al ly  e v id e n t  m a t t e r s —barr in g  w h e n  w e 'r e  
a t t e n d in g  to  t h e m  (a  po in t  to  w hich I'll re tu rn ) .  O th e r  c le a r  p a s s a g e s  confirm  th e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  re la tive  to  (a )  an d  (b ) .  The  
Fifth M edita t ion  r e i t e r a te s  th e  t h e m e  tw ice  (in add it io n  to  th e  se c o n d  m a s t e r  te x t ) ;

And w h a t  is m o r e ,  I s e e  t h a t  th e  c e r ta in ty  of all o th e r  th in g s  d e p e n d s  on th is  [ th e  c e r t a in ty  of a n  ex is t ing ,  
n o n -d ece iv in g  G o d] ,  so  t h a t  w i th o u t  it no th ing  can  e v e r  be  perfec t ly  know n. ( 2 : 4 8 ,  AT 7 :6 9 )
T h u s  I s e e  plainly t h a t  th e  c e r ta in ty  an d  t r u th  of all k n o w le d g e  d e p e n d s  u n iqu e ly  on m y  a w a r e n e s s  of th e  
t r u e  G od,  to  su ch  an  e x t e n t  t h a t  I w a s  inc ap a b le  of p e r fe c t  k n o w led g e  a b o u t  a n y th in g  e lse  until I b e c a m e  
a w a r e  of him . ( 2 : 4 9 ,  AT 7 :7 1 )

T he  S e c o n d  Replies  clarif ies t h a t  a th e i s t s  c a n n o t  a ch ie v e  ind e fe a s ib le  k n o w le d g e —n o t  e v e n  of th e  most evident matters:

Now s in ce  w e a r e  s u p p o s in g  t h a t  th is  individual is an  a th e i s t ,  he  c a n n o t  be  ce r ta in  t h a t  he  is n o t  being 
d e c e iv e d  on m a t t e r s  which s e e m  to  him to  be  v e ry  e v id e n t  [evidentissima] ( a s  I fully e x p la in e d ) .  And 
a l th o u g h  th is
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d o u b t  m a y  no t  o c c u r  to  h im , it c an  still c rop  up  if s o m e o n e  e lse  r a i s e s  t h e  po in t  o r  if he  looks in to  th e  
m a t t e r  h im self .  ( 2 : 1 0 1 ,  AT 7 :1 4 1 )
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C oncern ing  B ro u g h to n 's  th e s i s  C: On h e r  in te rp re ta t io n ,  m a t h e m a t i c s  is n o t  inc luded  with o u r  e p is te m ic  b e s t  ( th e  

su p e r - in d u b i ta b le s ) .  W hen  t a k e n  a t  face  v a lu e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  a g a in  tell a v e ry  d if fe ren t  s to ry .  Each o f  th e
( c ) - t e x t s  u s e s  m a t h e m a t i c s  a s  an  il lus tra t ion  o f  su p e r la t iv e  c e r ta in ty .—  T he  c o n t r a -C  t h e m e  is u n d e r s c o re d  in t h e  first 
m a s t e r  t e x t ,  in t h a t  a r i th m e t ic  a n d  th e  I  exist a r e  p u t  on an  e p is te m ic  p a r —a s  be ing  of th e  same epistemic kind: " le t  
w h o e v e r  can  do  so  d e c e iv e  m e ,  he  will n e v e r  bring it a b o u t  t h a t  I a m  n o th in g ,  so  long a s  I c o n t in u e  to  th ink  I a m  
so m e th in g  ... o r  bring it a b o u t  t h a t  tw o  a n d  th r e e  a d d e d  t o g e t h e r  a r e  m o r e  o r  less  t h a n  five, or anything of this kind in 
which I s e e  a m a n i f e s t  c o n trad ic t io n "  (m y  italics).
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T he m a s t e r  t e x t s  t h u s  p r e s e n t  a fo rm id ab le  ch a l le n g e  to  B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .  I t  is , of c o u r s e ,  poss ib le  t h a t  th e  
m a s t e r  t e x t s  a re  sy s te m a t ic a l ly  m is le a d in g —t h a t ,  in fac t ,  D e s c a r t e s  aff irm s A, B, a n d  C, n o tw i th s ta n d in g  th e  m a s t e r  te x ts .  
O ne  m ig h t  e v e n  t a k e  su ch  te x tu a l  sk ep t ic i sm  to  find s u p p o r t  f rom  th e  c o n v e n t io n a l  w isd o m  s u r ro u n d in g  th e  I  exist: 
acco rd ing ly ,  t h e  I  exist is ( c o n s i s t e n t  with A) no t  u n d e rm in e d  by h yperbo l ic  d o u b t ,  n o r  ( c o n s i s t e n t  with  B) d o e s  k n o w le d g e  
of it d e p e n d  on God. If, th e n ,  t h e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  p a in t  a m is lead in g ,  o n e - s id e d  t e x tu a l  p ic tu re  with re g a rd  to  A an d  B, 
p e r h a p s  a m o re  b a la n c e d  look a t  th e  b r o a d e r  te x tu a l  s to ry  is m o re  fa v o rab le  to  B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .  This is a 
p laus ib le  re b u t ta l  to  t h e  c a s e  I 'v e  th u s  f a r  a rg u e d .  To c o m b a t  it, I w a n t  to  tu rn  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  r e le v a n t  t e x t s  s u r ro u n d in g  
th e  I  exist.
Page 117

It  is t r u e  t h a t  D e s c a r t e s  c h a ra c t e r i z e s  t h e  p re - th e i s t i c  I  exist a s  " k n o w le d g e ."  T h e  m e d i ta t o r  re fe rs  to  his c e r t a in ty  of 
th e  I exist a s  his "f irs t i tem  o f  k n o w le d g e  [prima cognitione]" ( 2 : 2 4 ,  AT 7 :3 5 ) .  T he  paralle l p a s s a g e  of t h e  Principles ad d s :  
" th is  p iece  of k n o w led g e  [cognitio] —/  am thinking, therefore I  exist— is t h e  f irst an d  m o s t  ce r ta in  of all to  o ccu r  to  a n y o n e

8 o f  13 11/6/2007 7:13 A M

http://poiesis.nlx.com/cgi-bin/om_isapi.dll?clientTD=75921454&advque


Tntelex { P o iesis : Ph ilosoph ical R ev iew  } h ttp ://po iesis .n lx .com /cg i-b in /om _isap i.d ll?c lien tT D = 75921454& advque...

w ho  p h ilo sop h izes  in an  o rde r ly  w ay "  ( 1 : 1 9 4 ,  AT 8 a ; 7 ) .  T h o u g h  su ch  s t a t e m e n t s  m ig h t  s e e m  to  imply A a n d  B, th e y  belie 
t h e  s u b t le t ie s  of D e s c a r t e s 's  u se  of cogn it ive  t e r m s .
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Close inspec t io n  re v e a l s  t h a t  D e s c a r t e s  a d o p ts  s o m e  v e rs io n  of a c o n te x tu a l i s t  s t a n c e .  T h a t  is, he  d o e s  n o t  re s t r ic t  th e  
u s e  o f 'k n o w le d g e ' - t a lk  to  t h e  fu l ly - indefeas ib le  b ra n d  of cognit ion  t h a t  he  s e e k s .  He in s te a d  e m p lo y s  s u c h  ta lk ,  
ap p ro v in g ly ,  for all c lea r  a n d  d is t in c t  cog n it ion ,—  e v e n  p re - th e i s t i c ,  d e fe a s ib le  cognit ion .  W hen  c h a rac te r iz in g  th e  
d e fe a s ib le  cognit ion  of a th e i s t s ,  D e s c a r t e s  u s e s  t h e  v e ry  s a m e
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e p is te m ic  l a n g u a g e —'c o g n /f /o ' - ta lk —a s  he  u s e s  to  c h a ra c te r i z e  t h e  (p r e - th e i s t ic )  I  exist:

T h e  fa c t  t h a t  an  a th e i s t  can  b e  'c lea r ly  a w a r e  [c /a re  cognoscere] t h a t  th e  t h r e e  a n g le s  of a t r ia n g le  a r e  
eq u a l  to  tw o  r igh t  a n g le s '  is s o m e th in g  I do  n o t  d is p u te .  ( 2 : 1 0 1 ,  AT 7 :1 4 1 )

D e s c a r t e s  im m e d ia te ly  a d d s ,  of th e  a th e i s t 's  " a w a r e n e s s "  (cognitionem), t h a t  it " can  b e  r e n d e r e d  d o u b tfu l"  by hyperbo lic  
d o u b t  ( ib id .) .  P re th e is t ic ,  c le a r  an d  d is t inc t  k n o w led g e  ( =  cognitio) is  a c h ie v a b le ,  e v e n  th o u g h  d e fe a s ib le .— A rguab ly ,  th is  
is a d e s i r a b le  o u tc o m e .  I t  allows for t h e  e x p a n s io n  of genuine k n o w led g e ,  s a y ,  m a th e m a t ic a l  k n o w le d g e ,  w i th o u t  ins is t ing  
t h a t  th e  p ra c t i t io n e rs  of m a th  found  th e i r  r e s u l t s  on th e is t ic  m e ta p h y s ic s .  This c o n te x tu a l i s t  e l e m e n t  b e a r s  on D e s c a r t e s ' s  
c h a ra c te r i z a t io n  of t h e  I  exist, a s  an  i tem  of "k n o w le d g e "  (cognitio). E v iden tly ,  th e  c h a ra c te r i z a t io n  im plies  no th ing  
s t r o n g e r  th a n  t h a t  th e  I  exist is c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t ,  b u t  n o t  (y e t )  t h a t  it is inde feas ib le .
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S o , a cco rd in g  to  D e s c a r t e s ,  s o m e  c a s e s  of k n o w le d g e  a r e  d e fe a s ib le ,  while o th e r  c a s e s  a r e  no t.  D o es  n o t  th is  
in d isc r im ina te  u s e  o f 'k n o w le d g e ' - t a lk  e n c o u r a g e  confus io n?  T h o u g h  it d o e s ,  in m a n y  critical p a s s a g e s  D e s c a r t e s  m a r k s  th e  
in de fea s ib le  b ra n d  of k n o w led g e  of in t e r e s t  to  him by us ing  s t r e n g th e n in g  a d je c t iv e s  in con ju n c t io n  with t h e  la n g u a g e  of 
c e r t a in ty  a n d  k n o w led g e :  h e  re fe rs  no t  to  m e r e  c e r ta in ty ,  b u t  complete c e r ta in ty ;  n o t  to  m e r e  k n o w le d g e ,  b u t  perfect 
k n o w le d g e ;  a n d  so  on. C o n s id e r  s o m e  e x a m p le s  fro m  key  p a s s a g e s  c o n ce rn in g  in d e fe a s ib le  k n o w le d g e  (all italics a r e  
m in e ) :

For if I do  n o t  know  th is  [ w h e th e r  God is a d e c e iv e r ] ,  it s e e m s  t h a t  I can  n e v e r  b e  completely certain 
[plane certus] a b o u t  a n y th in g  e lse .  ( 2 : 2 5 ,  AT 7 :3 6 ,  t r a n s .  a l t e re d )
so  t h a t  w i th o u t  it [k n o w le d g e  of God] n o th in g  can  e v e r  b e  perfectly known [perfecte sciri]. ( 2 : 4 8 ,  AT 
7 :6 9 )

if I w e re  u n a w a r e  of G od; a n d  I sh o u ld  th u s  n e v e r  h a v e  true and certain knowledge [veram et certam 
scientiam] a b o u t  a n y th in g .  ( 2 : 4 8 ,  AT 7 :6 9 )
Now, h o w e v e r ,  I h a v e  p e rc e iv ed  t h a t  God ex is ts ,  a n d  ... t h e r e  a r e  no c o u n te r - a r g u m e n t s  which can  be 
a d d u c e d  to  m a k e  m e  d o u b t  it, b u t  on t h e  c o n t r a ry  I h a v e  true and certain knowledge of it [ veram et 
certam de hoc haveo scientiam]. ( 2 : 4 8 ,  AT 7 :7 0 )
I w a s  in cap a b le  of perfect knowledge [perfecte scire] a b o u t  an y th in g  e lse  until I b e c a m e  a w a r e  of him 
[G od].  And now  it is p oss ib le  for m e  to  a ch ie v e  full and certain knowledge [plane nota et certa] of 
c o u n t le s s  m a t t e r s .  ( 2 : 4 9 ,  AT 7 :7 1 5 )
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For t h e  su p p o s i t io n  which w e  a r e  m ak in g  h e re  is of a conviction  so  firm t h a t  it is q u i te  in ca p a b le  of be ing  
d e s t r o y e d ;  a n d  s u c h  a convic t ion  is c lea rly  th e  s a m e  a s  th e  most perfect certainty [perfectissima 
certitudo]. ( 2 : 1 0 3 ,  AT 7 :1 4 5 )

H ad I n o t  b e e n  looking for greater than ordinary certainty [certitudinem vulgari majorem] ,  ... ( 2 : 1 5 9 ,  AT 
7 :2 2 6 )
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B ro u g h to n  a c k n o w le d g e s  t h a t  t h e r e ' s  s o m e  te x tu a l  e v id e n c e  for  a d is t inc tion  b e tw e e n  tw o  b ra n d s  of 

c e r t a in ty /k n o w le d g e  (1 8 3 ) .  S h e  d e n ie s  t h a t  a n y  su ch  d is t inc tion  can  b e  u s e d —a s  I a m  using  it—to  e s tab l i sh  t h e  I  exist a s  
a c o u n te r e x a m p le  to  h e r  t h e s e s  A a n d  B. For, a s  s h e  w r i te s ,  " th is  w ould  re q u i re  t h e  m e d i ta to r  s o m e h o w  to  b e  ta k in g  back  
w h a t  he  sa id  in th e  S e c o n d  M edita t ion";  ad d ing  t h a t  t h e r e  is "n o  s ign  t h a t  D e s c a r t e s  m e a n t  fo r  th e  m e d i ta to r  to  t a k e  th is  
re a s o n in g  b ack"  ( 1 8 4 - 8 5 ) .
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T ho u g h  o n e  can r e a d  t h e  S ec o n d  M edita t ion  t e x t s  in th is  w ay ,  I w a n t  to  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  best r e a d  in th is  w ay. 
To help  e lu c id a te  w h y  w e  can  r e g a rd  th e  I  exist a s  d e fe a s ib le ,  b u t  w i th o u t  " ta k in g  b ack "  a n y th in g  sa id  in th e  S eco n d  
M edita t ion ,  I'll c o n s id e r  t h r e e  f u r th e r  t h e s e s .  Unlike A, B, a n d  C, t h e s e  f u r th e r  t h e s e s  do  n o t  r e p r e s e n t  co re  e l e m e n t s  of 
B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .  But w h e r e a s  A, B, a n d  C, a r e  in te n s io n  with t h e  m a s t e r  t e x t s ,  I ’ll a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  fu r th e r  t h e s e s  
a r e  c lea r ly  s u p p o r te d  in th e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  ( a g a in ,  s e e  t h e  c o r r e sp o n d in g  t e x t  m a r k e r s ) :

D. While th e  s u p r e m e  e v id e n tn e s s  of c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t  p e rc e p t io n  is o c c u r r e n t ,  th e  m in d —e v e n  th e  
p re - th e i s t i c  m in d —c a n n o t  b u t  a s s e n t  to  th e  p rop os i t ion  it p e rce iv e s .
E. T he  s u p r e m e  e v id e n tn e s s  of p re - th e i s t i c ,  c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  p e rc e p t io n  is a p p a r e n t  only while su ch  
p e rc e p t io n  is o ccu r re n t .
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F. T h e  dece iv ing  God h y p o th e s is  u n d e r m in e s  o u r  m o s t  e v id e n t  p ro p o s i t io n s  n o t  du ring  m o m e n t s  of c lea r  
a n d  d is t in c t  a t t e n t io n  to  p a r t ic u la r  su c h  p ro p o s i t io n s ,  b u t  u p o n  red irec t ing  a t t e n t io n  to  t h e  possibil ity  t h a t  
o u r  cognitive faculties are defective.
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C oncern ing  th e s is  D; T he  s e c o n d  a n d  th ird  m a s t e r  t e x t s  c learly  c o n v e y  w h a t  D e s c a r te s  e l s e w h e r e  w ri te s ;  t h a t  

in d e p e n d e n t  of a div ine g u a r a n t e e ,  " t h e  n a tu r e  of m y m ind is su ch  t h a t  I c a n n o t  b u t  a s s e n t  to  t h e s e  th in g s ,  a t  l e a s t  so  
long a s  I c lea rly  p e rce iv e  t h e m "  ( 2 : 4 5 ,  AT 7 :6 5 ) .  G iven o u r  cog n it iv e  wiring, w e  c a n n o t  avo id  fo rm in g  ju d g m e n t s  in su ch  
u t te r ly  convincing  c a s e s .  T h e  role of th e  g u a r a n t e e  of c lea r  an d
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d is t inc t  p e rc e p t io n  is n o t  to  a u g m e n t  its evidentness, b u t  to  g u a r a n t e e  t h a t  su ch  e v id e n t n e s s  e n ta i ls  truth.
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C oncern ing  th e s is  E; W h a t  th is  th e s is  a d d s ,  to  D, is t h a t  t h e  u t t e r  c o n v in c in g n e s s  o f  p re - th e i s t i c  clar ity  and  
d is t in c tn e s s  is n o n -e n d u r in g .  It la s ts  only while o u r  p e rc e p t io n  r e m a in s  c le a r  an d  d is t inc t .  This is s ign if ican t,  b e c a u s e ,  a s  
t h e  m e d i ta to r  s a y s  (in th e  th ird  m a s t e r  t e x t ) ,  "I  c a n n o t  fix m y  m e n ta l  vis ion con tinua lly  on  th e  s a m e  th in g ,  so  a s  to  k eep  
perce iv ing  it c lea r ly ."  I t  is d u r ing  m o m e n t s  o f  in a t te n t io n  t h a t  hyperbo l ic  d o u b t  c an  c re e p  in.
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C oncern ing  th e s is  F; T he  dece iv ing  God h y p o th e s is  p o s e s  a n  indirect d o u b t  of e v id e n t  p ro p o s i t io n s ,  in th e  s e n s e  t h a t  it 
is o p e ra t iv e  only  w h e n  t h e  m in d 's  a t t e n t io n  is redirected  f rom  th e  clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s  o f  th e  p ro p o s i t io n ;  t h e  d o u b t  is 
/n o p e ra t iv e  while its clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s  a r e  o c c u r r e n t—in a cco rd  with D. Toward what is t h e  m in d 's  a t t e n t io n  d iv e r te d ,  
in m o m e n t s  of d o u b t?  T o w ard  th e  g e n e ra l  g ro u n d  of th e i r  e v id e n t n e s s —th e i r  clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s .  T h e  doub tfu l  m ind 's  
a t t e n t io n  is on s o m e  g e n e ra l  rubr ic  re fe rr ing  to  such e v id e n t  p ro p o s i t io n s ;  p e r h a p s  a dece iv ing  God m a d e  m e  with a 
n a tu r e  w h e re b y  I a m  "d e c e iv e d  e v e n  in matters which seemed most evident"—w h e re b y  "I go  w ro ng  e v e n  in th o s e  matters 
which I  think I  see utterly clearly." This ind irec t  c h a r a c t e r  of t h e  d o u b t  is ind ica ted  in e a c h  m a s t e r  t e x t  (cf. a lso  AT 
3 : 6 4 - 6 5 ,  7 :7 7 ,  8 a ; 6 ,  8 a :  16). T h e  im plication  is c lea r :  vu lnerab il i ty  to  h yperbo l ic  d o u b t  will re m a in  a s  long a s  t h e  general 
veracity of clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s  is n o t  itse lf  c le a r  a n d  d is t inc t .  Es tab l ish ing  th is  v e rac i ty  is t h e  v e ry  p o in t  of D e s c a r t e s 's  
th e is t ic  m a n e u v e r s .
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T h e  d e g r e e  of hyp erbo l ic  d o u b t ' s  in d i re c tn e s s  is a func t ion  o f  w h e th e r  th e  u n d e rm in e d  p rop os i t ion  is itse lf  in feren t ia l .  
In  t h e  c a s e  of se l f - e v id e n t  t r u th s ,  t h e  d o u b t  is fully ind irec t .  T h a t  is, in th e  c a s e  of a "v e ry  s im p le  a n d  s t r a ig h t fo rw a rd "  
m a t t e r ,  a s  i l lu s tra ted  in t h e  f irs t m a s t e r  t e x t ,  t h e  p ro p os i t io n  re s i s t s  d o u b t  if I a m  a t t e n d in g  d irec tly  to  it: b e c a u s e  
s e / f -e v id e n t ,  d i re c t  a t t e n t io n  in d u ces  a s s e n t .  In  th e  c a s e  of in feren t ia l  t r u th s  (co n c lu s io n s ) ,  t h e  d o u b t  n e e d  only be  
partially ind irec t ;  t h a t  is, it c an  be  partia lly  d irec t .  I c a n  d irec tly  a t t e n d  to  a co nc lus ion  a n d  d o u b t  it if I a m  n o t  a lso  
a t t e n d in g  to  its g ro u n d in g  a r g u m e n t ,  for in s u c h  c i r c u m s ta n c e s  m y  p e rc e p t io n  of th e  conc lus ion  will n o t  b e  c le a r  an d
d is t in c t .—  T h e  s e c o n d ,  th ird ,  a n d  fou r th  m a s t e r  t e x t s  c h a ra c te r i z e  th e  o p e ra t io n  of d o u b t  in t h e s e  in fe ren tia l  c a s e s .—  
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This u n d e r s ta n d in g  of t h e  ind irec t  o p e ra t io n  o f  h yperbo l ic  d o u b t  h e lp s  clarify w hy  w e  ca n  re g a rd  t h e  I  exist a s  
d e fe a s ib le ,  w i th o u t  " tak in g  b ack "  a n y th in g  sa id  in t h e  S ec o n d  M edita t ion ,  a n d  w hy, m o r e  gen e ra l ly
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( c o n t ra  th e s is  A), t h e r e  could n o t  b e  a c lass  of p re - th e i s t i c  su p e r - in d u b i ta b l e s  u t te r ly  im m u n e  to  d o u b t .  N othing n e e d  be 
t a k e n  b ack ,  b e c a u s e  w h a t  t h e  S e c o n d  M edita t ion  a s s e r t s  im plies no th in g  s t r o n g e r  th a n  th e s is  D. T h e  m e d i ta to r  no tices  
t h a t  hyperbo l ic  d o u b t  is in o p e ra t iv e  re la t ive  to  his o c c u r r e n t  a t t e n t io n  to  th e  p a r t ic u la r  p rop os i t ion ,  " I  am, I  exist"—th e  
p ro po s i t io n  is in d u b i tab le  " w h e n e v e r  it is p u t  fo rw ard  by m e  o r  c o n ce iv ed  in m y m ind"  ( 2 : 1 6 - 1 7 ,  AT 7 :2 5 ) .  This is fully 
c o m p a t ib le  with t h e  th e s is  t h a t  t h e  I  exist is d e fe a s ib le  via a n  ind irec t  d o u b t  a s  c h a ra c te r i z e d  in th e  first m a s t e r  t e x t ;  
in d e e d ,  t h a t  v e ry  p a s s a g e  r e i t e r a te s  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  of th e  S e c o n d  M edita t ion , n a m e ly  t h a t  w h en  w e  " tu rn  to  t h e  th in g s  
th e m s e l v e s , "  w e s u c c e e d  in fen d in g  off t h e  dece iv ing  God h y p o th e s is .  More g en e ra l ly ,  t h e  ind irec t  c h a r a c t e r  of th e  d o u b t  
m e a n s  t h a t  it is u n a b le  to  d is c r im in a te  b e tw e e n  th e  v a r io u s  p ro p o s i t io n s  it u n d e rm in e s .  T h e  d o u b t  is a n  eq u a l  o p p o r tu n i ty  
d e fe a t e r .  I t s  s h a d o w  c a s t s  o v e r  every  e v id e n t  p ropo s i t io n .  All c lea rly  an d  d is tinc tly  p e rc e iv ed  m a t t e r s  th u s  s h a r e  t h e  s a m e  
suscep tib i l i ty  to  d o u b t ,  implying t h a t  th e r e  c an  b e  no p re - th e i s t i c ,  ind e fea s ib le  k n o w led ge .  T h e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  c an  in d e ed  be  
t a k e n  a t  face  v a lu e —e v e n  in t h e  ( a ) -  a n d  (b ) - r e m a r k s .
Page 121

T o g e th e r ,  t h e s e s  D, E, an d  F, help  exp la in  o n e  a s p e c t  of how  D e s c a r t e s  av o id s  c ircular ity  in his b r o a d e r  a r g u m e n t  for 
t h e  d iv ine g u a r a n t e e .  T h e  t h e s e s  exp la in  th e  s e n s e  in which t h e  m e d i ta to r  knows ( =  c lea rly  a n d  d is tinc tly  p e rce iv e s )  th e  
p re m is e s  lead ing  to  t h e  co n c lu s io ns  a b o u t  G od, e v e n  while t h o s e  s t e p s  re m a in  d e fea s ib le .
Page 121

T h e re  is, th e n ,  a v e ry  pow erfu l  te x tu a l  c a s e  a g a in s t  B ro u g h to n 's  in te rp re ta t io n .  At th e  c o re  of h e r  in t e rp re ta t io n  a r e  
t h e s e s  A, B, a n d  C, y e t  c le a r  s t a t e m e n t s  in n u m e r o u s ,  pivotal t e x t s  c o n t r a d ic t  all t h r e e .  B ea r  in m in d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  m y 
a r g u m e n t  h a s  c e n te r e d  a ro u n d  a c larif ication of w h a t  t h e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  say, r a t h e r  t h a n  an  e x a m in a t io n  of how  b e s t  to  
in t e rp re t  th e m .  T h e  b e s t  in te rp re ta t io n  will n o t  a lw ay s  t a k e  e v e ry  t e x t  a t  f a ce  va lu e .  I t  is a lw ay s  o p e n  to  t h e  i n t e rp re te r  to  
t ry  to  sh o w  t h a t  t h e  p h i lo so p h e r  in q u e s t io n  d o e s  n o t  mean w h a t  s h e  o r  h e  s a y s .  In  c a s e s  involving n u m e r o u s  an d  
co m p le x  t e x t s —a s  in t h e  p r e s e n t  c a s e —th e  b e s t  in t e rp re ta t io n ,  all th in g s  c o n s id e re d ,  m a y  well re q u i re  a s t r a in e d  rea d in g  
of se e m in g ly  t r a n s p a r e n t  te x t s .  W h en  a s t r a ig h t fo rw a rd  ex p la n a t io n  r e m a in s  e lu s ive ,  t h e  th o u g h t fu l  in t e rp re te r  m a y  n e e d  
to  exp la in  away im p o r t a n t  t e x t s ,  p e r h a p s  in t h e  n a m e  of cha r i ty .  T h e  c o n s e n s u s  e m e rg in g  f rom  c e n tu r ie s  of carefu l 
sc h o la rsh ip  h a s  it t h a t  a t  l e a s t  s o m e  o f  th e  r e l e v a n t  t e x t s  (in p ro je c ts  like B ro u g h to n 's )  will re q u i re  c re a t iv e  in te rp re ta t iv e  
e f fo r ts ,  including s t r a in e d  re a d in g s .

Page Break 122
Doing ju s t i c e  to  B ro u g h to n 's  p ro je c t  r e q u i re s  t h a t  w e p lace  it in a lo n g s ta n d in g  h is to ry  of s t r a in e d  effo r ts  to  m a k e  s e n s e  of 
D e s c a r t e s 's  e p is te m o lo g y  in a m a n n e r  s e n s i t iv e  to  his u n d is p u te d  g e n iu s .  In  th is  c o n te x t ,  h e rs  r a n k s  a m o n g  th e  m o re
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c re a t iv e  a n d  s u b t le  efforts .
Page 122
University of Utah

Notes
Page 122

I th a n k  J a n e t  B ro u g h to n  a n d  Alan N elson fo r  v a lu a b le  c o m m e n t s  on a d ra f t  o f  th is  p a p e r .  I a lso  th a n k  th e  g r a d u a t e  
s t u d e n t s  in my D e s c a r t e s  S e m in a r  fo r  th e i r  lively a n d  helpful d iscu ss ion  of B ro u g h to n 's  book: Britta B erkey ,  D iana 
B uccafurn i ,  C h a r le s  H udg ins ,  David L araw ay , M arissa  L e lanu ja ,  G ord on  M ower, Jo s e p h  Ulatow ski,  A nna V au g h n ,  Shelley  
V er S t e e g ,  an d  C a rm in e  Vincenzo.
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P rince ton :  P rince ton  U nivers ity  P re s s ,  2 0 0 2 .  P a g e  c i ta t ion s  n o t  a s s o c ia te d  with an y  o th e r  w o rk  re fe r  to  th is  book. 
R e fe re n c e s  to  D e s c a r t e s ' s  w o rk s  inc lude tw o  s e t s  o f  v o lu m e  a n d  p a g e  n u m b e r s .  T he  firs t re fe rs  to  Philosophical Writings of 
Descartes, ed . a n d  t r a n s .  Jo hn  C o t t in g h a m ,  R o b e r t  S to o tho ff ,  a n d  D ugald  M urdoch (C a m b r id g e :  C a m b r id g e  U nivers ity  
P re s s ,  1 9 8 4 ) .  T h e  s e c o n d ,  m a r k e d  by 'AT', re fe rs  to  Oeuvres de Descartes, ed .  C har le s  A d am  an d  Paul T a n n e ry  (Paris :  J. 
Vrin, 1 9 0 4 ) .
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By 'c l e a r  a n d  d is t in c t  t r u t h s '  (o r  p ro p o s i t io n s ) ,  I m e a n  th o s e  c a p a b le  of b e ing  c learly  a n d  d is tinc tly  p e rc e iv e d —it be ing  
perception, n o t  p ro p o s i t io n s ,  t h a t  a r e  t h e  f u n d a m e n ta l  b e a r e r s  of c larity  a n d  d is t in c tn e ss .
Page 122

Cf. S e x tu s  E m pir icus ,  Outlines of Pyrrhonism, bk. 2, c h ap .  4.
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Cf. Posterior Analytics.
Page 122

In p a r t  1 o f  h e r  book ,  B ro u gh to n  a r g u e s  fo r  s ign if ican t d i f fe ren ces  in t h e  w ay  D e s c a r t e s  a n d  th e  a n c ie n t  sk e p t ic s  
a p p ro a c h  i s su e s  of d o u b t  ( s e e  espec ia lly  c h a p te r s  2 a n d  5). G ran t in g  t h e s e  d i f fe ren ces  d o e s  n o t  m i t ig a te  th e  d i lem m ic  
p ro b le m  b e fo re  us .  For w h a t  is problematic in t h e  P y rrho n ian  d i l e m m a  d o e s  n o t  a r i s e  fro m  s o m e th in g  un ique ly  
P y r rh o n ia n —as  if p re s u p p o s in g  o u td a t e d  d o c tr in e s .  I t  a r i s e s  from  th e  p erfec tly  g e n e ra l  n e e d  to  avo id  circular ity  an d  
indefin i te  r e g re s s .
Page 122

T he Fifth M edita t ion  m e d i ta t o r  c la im s t h a t  th o u g h  his a p p re h e n s io n  of God is d i s c o v e re d  by a r g u m e n t s ,  it e m e r g e s  as  
se l f - e v id e n t ;  h e  c la im s to  c o m e  e v e n tu a l ly  to  s e e  t h a t  n o th ing  "is m o re  s e l f -e v id e n t  th a n  th e  fa c t  t h a t  th e  s u p r e m e  being  
e x is ts "  ( 2 : 4 7 ,  AT 7 :6 9 ) .  In th e  S e c o n d  R eplies ,  D e s c a r t e s  a d d s  t h a t  if his r e a d e r s  will " s p e n d  a g r e a t  d ea l  o f  t im e  an d  
e ffo rt  on c o n te m p la t in g  t h e  n a tu r e  of t h e  s u p r e m e ly  p e r f e c t  b e in g ,"  th is  will help t h e m  to  " rea l ize  t h a t  God e x is ts "—a t ru th  
t h a t  "will ev en tu a l ly  b e  j u s t  a s  s e l f - e v id e n t  to  t h e m  a s  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  t h e  n u m b e r  tw o  is e v e n  o r  t h a t  t h r e e  is o d d "  (2 :1 1 5 ,  
AT 7 : 1 6 4 - 6 5 ) .  I t a k e  D e s c a r t e s  to  hold t h a t  t h e  " a r g u m e n t s "  fo r  God func tion  a s  aids to discovery, r a t h e r  th a n  a s  
enduring epistemic foundations. In  P la to 's  Meno, t h e  role of th e  S oc ra t ic  midwife is to  he lp  th e  s lav e  boy d is c o v e r  th e  
in n a te  t r u th s  within h im —to  b e  "a b le  to  dig o u t  ce r ta in  t r u th s  f rom  his ow n m in d ,"  a s  D e s c a r t e s  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e  s to ry  
( 3 : 2 2 2 - 2 3 ,  AT 8b: 167 ) .  T he  midwife a s s i s t s  t h e  s lav e  boy

Page Break 123
in discovering in n a te  k n o w le d g e ,  b u t  s h e  is n o t  t h e  ground of his k n o w le d g e ,  a s  if it w e re  fo u n d e d  on a u th o r i ty .  While 
m a k in g  an  a n a lo g y  to  t h e  S o c ra t ic  a s s i s t a n c e  p ro v ided  to  th e  s la v e  boy ,  D e s c a r t e s  c la im s t h a t  " o u r  k n o w led g e  of God is of 
th is  s o r t"  ( ib id .) .  On th is  u n d e r s ta n d in g  o f  th e  p ro je c t ,  k n o w led g e  of God is, in t h e  final an a ly s is ,  g ro u n d e d  n o t  in 
a r g u m e n t ,  b u t  in s e l f -ev id en ce .  And o n c e  th e  g ro u n d b r e a k in g  t ru th  a b o u t  God is se l f -e v id e n t ,  t h e  d ece iv ing  God 
h y p o th e s is  is r e n d e r e d  u n fo rm u lab le :  it " im pl ie s  a c o n c e p tu a l  c o n tr a d ic t io n —t h a t  is, it c a n n o t  b e  co n c e iv e d "  ( 3 : 2 2 2 ;  AT 
8 b :6 0 ) .  I a r g u e  all of th is  in m y "C ircu m v en t in g  C a r te s ia n  Circles" (w ith  Alan N elson) ,  Nous 33 (1 9 9 9 ) :  3 7 0 - 4 0 4 .
Page 123

Employing  d e p e n d e n c e  a r g u m e n t s  d o e s  p r e s u p p o s e  v a r io u s  logical p rincip les .  B ro u g h to n  tr ie s  to  u s e  d e p e n d e n c e  
a r g u m e n t s  to  exp la in  th is :  "a  m e d i ta to r  c a n n o t  c a rry  fo rw a rd  an y  s o r t  o f  ra t ional inquiry  w i th o u t  a c c ep t in g  t h a t ,  s a y ,  p an d  
' I f  p, t h e n  q' t o g e t h e r  e x c lu d e  th e  falsity  o f  q. T h e  ra t iona l c h a r a c t e r  o f  an  inquiry  m e a n s  t h a t  s o m e o n e  c o n d u c t in g  it m u s t  
a c c e p t  bas ic  logical princ ip les  su ch  a s  th is .  T h u s  if th e  m e d i ta to r  is using  t h e  m e th o d  of d o u b t  a s  a m e th o d  fo r  ra t ional 
inquiry, it is a condit ion  of his using  th e  m e th o d  t h a t  h e  a c c e p t  t h e s e  logical p r incip les"  (1 6 3 ) .  But th is  w ould  s e e m  
q u e s t io n -b e g g in g .  For  o n e  m u s t  a l r e a d y  a c c e p t  logical p r incip les  in o r d e r  to  c o n c lu d e  t h a t  u s ing  t h e  m e th o d  o f  d o u b t  
r e q u i re s  o n e  to  a c c e p t  logical principles.
Page 123

Nor d o e s  it follow fro m  t h e  fa c t  t h a t  a c o m p le x  p ro po s i t ion  h a s  an  im b e d d e d  in f e re n c e —a s  in "I a m  th ink in g  therefore I 
a m " —t h a t  t h e  ground o f  t h e  c o m p le x  p ropos i t ion  is in fe ren t ia l .  Modus ponens, an  in fe re n c e ,  is widely t h o u g h t  to  h a v e  th e  
s t a t u s  o f  a s e l f - e v id e n t  ax iom .
Page 123

Cf. n o te  6.
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— . It  is widely a c c e p te d  t h a t  th e  Third M edita t ion  is in teg ra l  to  D e s c a r t e s 's  c a s e  for  th e  d iv ine  g u a r a n t e e  o f  c le a r  an d  
d is t inc t  p e rc e p t io n .  Less well u n d e r s to o d  is th e  role of s u b s e q u e n t  M ed i ta t io n s—B ro u g h to n  in d e ed  m a k e s  c le a r  t h a t  h e r  
bo o k  h a s  "little to  s a y "  a b o u t  t h e  Fourth  a n d  Fifth M edita t ions  (xi). In  m y "T he  Fourth  M edi ta t ion"  (Philosophy and 
Phenomenological Research 59  (1 9 9 9 ) :  5 5 9 - 9 1 ) ,  I a r g u e  t h a t  th e  Fourth  M edita t ion  is in teg ra l  to  t h e  b r o a d e r  a r g u m e n t  
fo r  t h e  d iv ine  g u a r a n t e e ,  t h a t ,  in d eed ,  w e  sh o u ld  t a k e  a t  fa c e  v a lu e  D e s c a r t e s ' s  r e m a r k  t h a t  "in th e  F ourth  M edita t ion  it is 
p ro v ed  t h a t  ev e ry th in g  t h a t  w e  clearly  a n d  d is tinc tly  p e rce iv e  is t r u e "  (Synopsis, 2 :1 1 ,  AT 7 :1 5 ) .  In m y "C ircu m v e n t in g  
C a r te s ia n  C irc les ,"  I a r g u e  m o r e o v e r  t h a t  t h e  Fifth M edita t ion  is in teg ra l  to  D e s c a r t e s 's  c a s e  fo r  t h e  d iv ine g u a r a n t e e  (cf.
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n o te  6).
Page 123

— . A rguab ly  ( t h o u g h  I w o n ' t  a rg u e  it h e re )  th e r e  a r e  no  u n e qu iv oca l  t e x t s  (m u c h  less  a body  o f  t h e m )  t h a t  c o n tr a d ic t  th e  
m a s t e r  t e x t s ,  th o u g h  th e r e  a r e  iso la ted  r e m a r k s  t h a t  can be  r ead  in c o n t r a ry  w ays .
Page 123

— . T h e re  a r e  s o m e  n o ta b le  p a s s a g e s  t h a t  I do  n o t  inc lude  with th e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  ( t h o u g h  th e y  a r e  fully c o n s i s t e n t  with 
t h e m ) .  I do  n o t  inc lude  th e  First M edita t ion  p a s s a g e  in t rod uc ing  th e  dece iv in g  God h y p o th e s is .  W h a t  is o f  in t e r e s t  a b o u t  
th e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  is w h a t  t h e y  s a y  a b o u t  th e  e f fec ts  o f  h yperbo l ic  d o u b t  on o u r  most certain p e rc e p tu a l  s t a t e s .  Prior to  th e  
S e c o n d  M edita t ion ,  th e  m e d i ta to r  h a s  n o t  y e t  le a rn ed  to  p e rce iv e  a n y th in g  with clar ity  an d  d is t in c tn e s s  (cf. AT 7 :4 6 0 ) .  Nor 
do  I inc lude  th e  S e c o n d  M edita t ion  I  exist p a s s a g e .  W h a t  is crucial a b o u t  th e  m a s t e r  t e x t s  is t h a t  t h e y  clarify th e  o p e ra t io n  
of
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hyperbo l ic  d o u b t  both du r ing  m o m e n t s  o f  a t t e n t iv e  c o n s id e ra t io n  to  e v id e n t  p ro p o s i t io n s ,  and la t e r  m o m e n t s  of 
in a t te n t io n .  Unlike th e  m a s t e r  t e x t s ,  t h a t  S e c o n d  M edita t ion  p a s s a g e  d e a ls  only  with th e  fo r m e r ,  b u t  n o t  th e  la t te r .  I 
re tu rn  to  th is  t h e m e  in c o n n ec t io n  with t h e s e s  D, E, an d  F, below.
Page 124

— . In m y  u se  of 'e v id e n t n e s s ' - t a lk  ( a n d  its c o g n a te s ) ,  I do  n o t  e x c lu d e  th e  a priori a p p re h e n s io n  of t r u th s  (in th e  
p o s t -K a n t ia n  s e n s e  o f  ap rio r ity ) .  As th e  ( a ) - t e x t s  c o n v ey ,  D e s c a r t e s  u s e s  th e  l a n g u a g e  o f  evidentness in a b ro ad  s e n s e  to  
e n c o m p a s s  all m a n n e r  of p e rc e p tu a l  g ro u n d s .
Page 124

— . O ne  m ig h t  o b je c t  to  m y  c h a ra c te r i z a t io n  of th e  ( a ) - t e x t s  by m a in ta in in g ,  with  S t e p h e n  M enn, t h a t  D e s c a r te s  qualifies 
his r e m a r k s  p rec ise ly  to  invoke  an  a p p e a r a n c e - r e a l i ty  g ap .  A ccording to  M enn, th e  p o in t  o f  h yperbo l ic  d o u b t  ( c o n t ra  w h a t  I 
a m  a rg u in g )  is n o t  t h a t  w e  m ig h t  be d e c e iv e d  a b o u t  m a t t e r s  t h a t  really are m o s t  e v id e n t ;  th e  po in t  is t h a t  "God could 
d e c e iv e  u s  'e v e n  a b o u t  th o s e  th in g s  t h a t  seemed  v e ry  m a n i fe s t ' ,  o r  a g a in ,  ' e v e n  in th e  th in g s  I think I s e e  ev id en t ly  with 
th e  e y e s  o f  t h e  m in d '"  (Descartes and Augustine (C a m b r id g e :  C a m b r id g e  U nivers ity  P re s s ,  1 9 9 8 ) ,  2 3 3 ) .  M enn 's  re ad in g ,  
h o w e v e r ,  c a n n o t  be  s u s ta in e d .  First,  it is fa lse  t h a t  D e s c a r t e s  a lw ays  e m p lo y s  s o m e  v e rs io n  of th e  ' s e e m i n g '  qualif ication . 
In  th e  (a ) -p o r t io n  of t h e  fo u r th  m a s t e r  t e x t ,  th e  d o u b t  is s im ply  t h a t  "w e  go  w ro n g  e v e n  in th e  m o s t  e v id e n t  m a t t e r s . "  
S e c o n d ,  D e s c a r t e s  re gu la r ly  d o e s  u s e  s o m e  v e rs io n  of th e  ' s e e m in g '  qualif ication  in c o n te x t s  t h a t  do  n o t  re fe r  to  an  
a p p e a r a n c e - r e a l i ty  g ap .  For e x a m p le ,  on th e  h ee ls  of th e  on to log ica l  a r g u m e n t —a c o n te x t  in te n d e d  to  co n v e y  th e  
s u p e r la t iv e  clar ity  o f  his p e rc e p t io n  o f  G od —D e s c a r te s  w ri te s :  "A lthough  it n e e d e d  close a t t e n t io n  for  m e  to  p e rce iv e  th is ,  I 
a m  now  j u s t  a s  ce r ta in  o f  it a s  I a m  of e v e ry th in g  e lse  which a p p e a r s  [videtur] m o s t  ce r ta in  [certissimum ]"  ( 2 : 4 8 ,  AT 
7 :6 9 ) .  M oreover ,  in th e  v e ry  p a r a g r a p h  Menn d is c u s s e s  ( t h e  f irs t m a s t e r  te x t ) ,  th e  m e d i ta to r  inc ludes  th e  I exist w ith  th e  
list o f  i t e m s  th a t ,  a s  he  s a y s ,  "I think I p e rc e iv e  v e ry  c lea r ly ."  M enn 's  r e a d in g  o f  t h e  ' s e e m in g '  qua l i f ica t ions ,  th e r e fo re ,  
h a s  u n a c c e p ta b le  c o n s e q u e n c e s —implying t h a t  th e  m e d i ta to r  d o e s  n o t  really a ch ie v e  c le a r  an d  d is t inc t  p e rc e p t io n  o f  God, 
n o r  o f  th e  I  exist. We m u s t  r e c o g n ize  t h a t  D e s c a r te s  o f ten  e m p lo y s  ' s e e m in g ' - t a lk  n o t  to  c o n v e y  mere s e e m in g s  (M enn 's  
v ie w )—a s  if in c o n t r a s t  with  rea l i ty—b u t  to  e m p h a s iz e  w h a t  is actually apparent in o u r  id ea s .  D e s c a r t e s 's  in t ro sp ec t iv e  
inquiry  r e q u i re s  t h a t  w e  carefu lly  d is t ingu ish  w h a t  is pe rce iv ed  c lea r ly—w h a t  ac tua l ly  a p p e a r s  b e fo re  th e  m in d —from  w h a t  
is con fu sed ly  ju d g e d .  In  th e  p a r a g r a p h  im m e d ia te ly  p re c e d in g  th e  f irs t m a s t e r  t e x t ,  th e  m e d i ta to r  re f lec ts  on his p rev io u s  
h a b i t  o f  confla ting  t h e s e ,  with  r e g a rd  to  e x te rn a l  th in g s :  "B u t w h a t  w a s  it a b o u t  th e m  t h a t  I p e rce iv ed  c learly?  J u s t  t h a t  
th e  id e a s ,  o r  th o u g h t s ,  of s u c h  th in g s  appeared b e fo re  m y  m ind [menti meae obversari]" ( 2 : 2 4 ,  AT 7 :3 5 ,  m y  italics). In 
Principles 1 :6 6 ,  D e s c a r t e s  n o te s  t h a t  e v e n  s e n s a t io n s  " m a y  be  c learly  p e rce iv ed  p ro v id ed  w e t a k e  g r e a t  c a re  in o u r  
j u d g e m e n t s  c o n ce rn in g  th e m  to  inc lude  no m o re  th a n  w h a t  is s tr ic t ly  co n ta in e d  in o u r  p e rc e p t io n —no m o re  t h a n  t h a t  of 
w hich  w e  h a v e  in n e r  a w a r e n e s s "  ( 1 : 2 1 6 ,  AT 8 a :3 2 ) .  T h u s ,  in th e  S e c o n d  M edita t ion ,  up o n  lea rn ing  to  d is c r im in a te  w h a t  is 
a c tu a l ly  a p p a r e n t  in his id e a s  f rom  w h a t  is n o t ,  th e  m e d i ta to r  is a b le  to  sa y :  "Yet I c e r ta in ly  seem  [videor] to  s e e ,  to  h e a r ,  
a n d  to  be w a r m e d .  This c a n n o t  be fa l se "  ( 2 : 1 9 ,  AT 7 :2 9 ,  m y  italics).
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— . T h e  fo u r th  m a s t e r  t e x t  ( to  R eg ius)  is n o t  a s  c lea r  on  th is  po in t ,  th o u g h  I t a k e  th e  r e f e re n c e  to  axioms a s  an  a llusion to  
m a th .
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— . T ra n s la to r s  re gu la r ly  r e n d e r  D e s c a r t e s 's  u s e s  o f  'cognitio' a n d  'scientia', an d  th e i r  c o g n a te s ,  in to th e  English 
'k n o w le d g e ' ,  an d  its c o g n a te s .
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— . T h e  se c o n d  o b je c to r s  a r e  c o n fu s e d  on th is  co u n t .  T h e y  m is ta k e n ly  a t t r i b u te  to  D e s c a r te s  th e  v iew  t h a t  o n e  " c a n n o t  
know  [cognoscere] a n y th in g  clearly  an d  d is tinc tly  until [h av in g ]  a ch ie v e d  c lea r  a n d  c e r ta in  k n o w le d g e  o f  th e  e x is te n c e  of 
G od" ( 2 : 8 9 ,  AT 7 : 1 2 4 - 2 5 ) .  In  his rep ly ,  D e s c a r t e s  d e n ie s  t h a t  th e  c e r ta in ty  o f  clar ity  a n d  d is t in c tn e s s  d e p e n d s  on G od, a 
den ia l  im m e d ia te ly  followed by his r e m a rk s  a b o u t  a th e i s t  g e o m e t e r s .
Page 125

— . This d i f fe rence  b e tw e e n  s e l f - e v id e n t  a n d  in fe ren t ia l  t r u th s  exp la in s  o n e  o f  D e s c a r t e s ' s  difficult rep l ies  to  th e  se c o n d  
o b je c to r s .  B e c a u s e  th e  I  exist is s e l f - e v id e n t ,  it c o u n ts  a s  an  i tem  of c le a r  a n d  d is t in c t  k n o w le d g e —e v e n  prior to  th e  divine 
g u a r a n t e e —w h e n e v e r  w e  a t t e n d  to  it. Conclusions, h o w e v e r—a b s e n t  th e  div ine g u a r a n t e e —can  be  i t e m s  o f  k n o w led g e  
only if  we a r e  a t t e n d in g  to  th e i r  g ro u n d in g  a r g u m e n t s .  C o n fused  a b o u t  th is  d is t in c t io n ,  th e  s e c o n d  o b je c to r s  m is ta k e n ly  
p o se  th e  following o b jec t ion  c o n ce rn in g  th e  I  exist: y o u  c a n n o t  " y e t  c lea rly  an d  d is t inc tly  know  t h a t  you  a r e  a th ink ing  
th in g ,  s in ce ,  on y o u r  ow n a d m is s io n ,  t h a t  k n o w led g e  d e p e n d s  on th e  c lea r  k n o w led g e  o f  an  ex is t ing  G od ; a n d  th is  you 
h a v e  n o t  y e t  p ro v ed  in th e  p a s s a g e  w h e re  you  d ra w  th e  conc lu s io n"  ( 2 : 8 9 ,  AT 7 :1 2 5 ) .  T he  o b jec t ion  w ro ng ly  p r e s u p p o s e s  
t h a t  th e  I  exist is v u ln e ra b le  to  h yperbo l ic  d o u b t  in th e  m a n n e r  of conclusions. T h u s ,  in his rep ly ,  D e s c a r t e s  w ri te s :  "w h e n  
I sa id  t h a t  w e  can  know  n o th in g  for  ce r ta in  until w e  a r e  a w a re  t h a t  God e x is ts ,  I e x p re s s ly  d e c la re d  t h a t  I w a s  s p e a k in g
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only  o f  k n o w led g e  o f  t h o s e  c o n c lu s ion s  which can  be  reca l led  w h e n  w e  a r e  no lo n g e r  a t t e n d in g  to  t h e  a r g u m e n t s  by m e a n s  
of w hich  w e d e d u c e d  t h e m "  ( 2 : 1 0 0 ,  AT 7 :1 4 0 ) ,  T h e  rep ly  c o n t in u e s  with D e s c a r t e s  clarifying t h a t  t h e  I  exist is no t 
in fe ren t ia l ,  b u t  in s te a d  " s e l f - e v id e n t ,"
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— , N ote  t h a t  th is  part ia l ly  ind irec t  d o u b t  o f  a conc lus ion  is p a ra s i t ic  on a fully ind irec t  d o u b t  o f  its se l f - e v id e n t  p re m is e s .  
S o ,  D e s c a r t e s 's  c h a ra c te r i z a t io n  o f  t h e  ind irec t  d o u b t  fo r  con c lu s io n s  adds to  t h e  c h a ra c te r i z a t io n  for  se l f - e v id e n t  t r u th s ,  
r a t h e r  t h a n  conflicting with it.
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