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Abstract

The study of “The Analysis of Policies and Strategies of Buddhist and
Cultural Tourism in ASEAN Community” aims to analyze tourist behavior and
the paths of developing Buddhist and cultural attractions in ASEAN Community.
The objectives of this study were: firstly, to study tourist behavior in Buddhist
and cultural attractions of ASEAN community; secondly, to analyze policies and
strategies of religious and cultural tourism in ASEAN Community; and thirdly, to
suggest patterns and processes of development and management in Buddhist

and cultural tourism of ASEAN Community. This research employs mixed
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methodology, which includes survey method, documentary research, focus
group discussion and in-depth interview. The main samples were tourists,
officers from government organizations, guides, and executives from Thai tourism
associations.

The results of this study revealed that, first, there are 4 patterns of tourist
behavior in Buddhist and cultural tourism of ASEAN Community as follows:
1) touring with one’s belief and local culture; 2) pop culture tour; 3) foreign
culture learning tour; and 4) group tour. Second, the policies of Buddhist
and cultural tourism in ASEAN Community are found to be separated into
2 categories: the countries with Buddhism as the main religion of the population;
and the countries promoting their own famous Buddhist and cultural attractions
in culture distinction and historical values. Finally, 4 patterns and processes
of development and management in Buddhist and cultural tourism of ASEAN
Community are found as follows: 1) the development of Buddhist and culture
attractions to become the world heritage and tourists international destinations;
2) the incensement of connections of Buddhist and cultural attractions of ASEAN
Community; 3) the extension of participation networks of Buddhist and cultural
attractions of ASEAN Community; and 4) the development of information and

public relations.

Keywords: Buddhist and cultural tourism, ASEAN community
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