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ABSTRACT OF THESIS 

For the r e a l i s a t i o n of the Res to ra t ion se t t l ement of 

Church and S ta te , i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t the c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

rece ived the co-opera t ion o f l o c a l o f f i c i a l s who shared t h e i r 

aims and i n t e r e s t s , and were prepared to r e - e s t a b l i s h and 

main ta in order i n the p rov inces . Cosin, Bishop of Durham, 

1660-72, was the ch i e f ins t rument of the government i n the 

nor th -eas t of England. W i t h i n the Diocese he at tempted to 

enforce u n i v e r s a l compliance w i t h the Church of England. As 

Lord-L ieu tenan t , he worked to ma in t a in r e l i g i o u s and p o l i t i c a l 

order and d i s c i p l i n e . He d i d not regard h imse l f as a government 

agent, but recognised the interdependence of the Church and the 

p o l i t i c a l o rder , b e l i e v i n g n e i t h e r could be s t r ong i f the other 

were weak. For h i s j u r i s d i c t i o n to be e f f i c a c i o u s , the l o y a l 

s e rv i ce of s i m i l a r l y - m i n d e d e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and secular deputies 

was impera t ive , as was the moral and m i l i t a r y support o f the 

gen t ry . W h i l s t the i n t e r e s t s of the c e n t r a l government, the 

Church and the gen t ry seemed c o i n c i d e n t , the complicated and 

f i n e l y - b a l a n c e d arrangement could f u n c t i o n s u c c e s s f u l l y . 

Cosin was dedicated and i n d u s t r i o u s . His single-mindedness 

and obst inacy was apparent . He b e l i e v e d i n the r ighteousness of 

the r e s t o r e d s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l o rde r . His c o n v i c t i o n tha t 

Nonconformity threatened both the Church and S ta te caused him 



t o undertake measures to e rad ica te r e l i g i o u s o p p o s i t i o n . 

He was never s u c c e s s f u l ; the l a rge Nonconformist element 

i n Newcastle was a p a r t i c u l a r i r r i t a t i o n to h im. The p o s s i ­

b i l i t y o f p o l i t i c a l r e v o l t was a constant f e a r . I t s roo t s 

were d iscerned i n r e l i g i o u s unorthodoxy. Cosin ac ted promptly 

when an u p r i s i n g seemed imminent i n Durham i n 1663 and l a t e r . 

I n e l i m i n a t i n g s e d i t i o u s designs and w i th s t and ing Dutch a t t a c k , 

he r e l i e d on gen t ry suppor t . When Cosin proved t h a t h i s 

a l l e g i a n c e t o h i s i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f the p r i v i l e g e s o f the 

County Pa l a t i ne and the p o s i t i o n o f the Bishop was g rea te r 

than h i s regard f o r the g e n t r y ' s demand f o r Par l iamentary 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , the a l l i a n c e was d i s r u p t e d . His l a s t i n g 

success was i n r e s t o r i n g the d i g n i t y o f the A n g l i c a n Church 

and respec t f o r the Bishop. 
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PREFACE. 

A r e s t o r a t i o n o f the past has more emotional appeal 

than p r a c t i c a l p o s s i b i l i t i e s . B e l i e f i n , and reverence f o r , 

a past golden age recurs throughout h i s t o r y , p a r t i c u l a r l y a t 

times of u n c e r t a i n t y or p o l i t i c a l , s o c i a l or economic change. 

D i f f e r e n t groups w i t h d i f f e r e n t i d e a l s and i n t e r e s t s have 

poin ted to a l t e r n a t i v e past happier times and c o n d i t i o n s . I n 

1660, the overwhelming des i re of the count ry was to r e t u r n to 

a s t a t e of p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y . Most Angl icans and Roya l i s t s 

wanted to r e v e r t to the secular and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l forms of 

government which had been so a b r u p t l y d i s r u p t e d s ince the ou t ­

break of the C i v i l War. However, the events o f the previous 

twenty years were of such momentous s i g n i f i c a n c e t h a t i n e v i ­

t a b l y permanent e f f e c t s remained and coloured most aspects of 

l i f e and thought . The se t t l ement produced i n the years a f t e r 

1660 was a confused compromise; some re forms and changes were 

r e t a i n e d , others were abandoned, some which were nomina l ly 

abol i shed were des t ined to reappear i n a v a r i e t y o f d i f f e r e n t 

guises and some o lde r forms and cond i t i ons were r e - e s t a b l i s h e d . 

Re l ig ious and secular i dea l i sm and experiment seemingly had 

f a i l e d and were d i s c r e d i t e d and the country experienced a 

conserva t ive and emotional r e a c t i o n . The search f o r s t a b i l i t y 

overrode the p u r s u i t of p r i n c i p l e . Nos ta lg ic r o m a n t i c i s i n g of 



the past p r e c i p i t a t e d the r e s t o r a t i o n o f the monarchy as the 

on ly conceivable a l t e r n a t i v e to the u n c e r t a i n t y and i n s t a b i l i t y 

of the pe r iod be fo re 1660, and the t h e o r e t i c a l and p r a c t i c a l 

i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f the k i n g w i t h the e s t ab l i shed s o c i a l system 

and episcopal Church of England r e s u l t e d i n the expedient of 

t h e i r j o i n t r e s t o r a t i o n . ^ 

When John Cosin became Bishop o f Durham i n 1660, he 

faced a considerable task i n r e - a s s e r t i n g episcopal c o n t r o l 

and government, r e s t o r i n g the d i g n i t y and a u t h o r i t y of the 

Church o f England, e s t a b l i s h i n g respect f o r i t , e n f o r c i n g 

c o n f o r m i t y and suppressing p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s o p p o s i t i o n . 

As Bishop and as Lord-Lieu tenant of Durham, he was the ch ie f 

ins t rument of the c e n t r a l government i n imposing the se t t l emen t 

o f Church and Sta te i n the n o r t h - e a s t . I n the l a t e r seventeenth 

cen tu ry , the a u t h o r i t i e s lacked the modern m a t e r i a l paraphernal ia 

o f power, the means t o e f f e c t dec is ions and programmes o f 

government p o l i c y . Armies, pr isons and methods of p o l i c i n g 

were inadequate and communications f o r p u b l i c i t y , propaganda 

and d i s semina t ing i n f o r m a t i o n were i n s u f f i c i e n t . The govern­

ment 's problem was how to govern the reg ions where power l ay 

w i t h grea t landowners and i n f l u e n t i a l f a m i l i e s r a t h e r than w i t h 

See G.E. Aylmer, e d . , 'The Interregnum. The Quest f o r 
Se t t lement , 1646-60' (London, 1972), e s p e c i a l l y 183-204; 
G. Davis., 'The Res to ra t ion of Charles I I , 1658-60' (San 
Marino, 1955); D. Ogg, 'England i n the Reign of Charles I I ' 
(2nd e d . , 1956; r p r . , London, 1972), 1-34. 



bureaucra ts . The s o l u t i o n was t o harness the l o c a l s t r e n g t h 

o f the Church and the gen t ry to a s s i s t the government. The 

Church and the gent ry were the agents of the c e n t r a l a u t h o r i ­

t i e s i n the provinces f o r the e s s e n t i a l du t i e s of e n f o r c i n g 

n a t i o n a l laws and prese rv ing o rder . There was no a l t e r n a t i v e 

to such a devo lu t i on o f a u t h o r i t y . But the government had to 

accommodate the i n t e r e s t s o f both f o r they cou ld be unco­

opera t ive i f the government's p o l i c i e s appeared t o c o n f l i c t 

w i t h t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s . Moreover, i t was impor tant t h a t 

the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s and the gent ry shared common 

aims. The system could on ly operate e f f e c t i v e l y so long as 

the i n t e r e s t s o f the p a r t i e s co inc ided or were in terdependent . 

A f t e r 1660, the gent ry were anxious to e l i m i n a t e r e l i g i o u s 

d i ssen t when i t appeared t o t h r e a t e n order and p o l i t i c a l 

s t a b i l i t y , w h i l s t the Church recognised tha t Nonconformity 

weakened i t s own p o s i t i o n . So long as r e l i g i o u s d issen t was 

assoc ia ted w i t h s e d i t i o n , and recent experience suggested i t 

menaced the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l order , the government, the 

gen t ry and the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s combined to oppose 

i t . Once Nonconformity proved t h a t i t had no t reasonable 

designs, the Church found i t i n c r e a s i n g l y d i f f i c u l t t o r e t a i n 

the support of the secular powers f o r i t s a t tempts t o enforce 

u n i f o r m i t y . 

Un l ike today, a few d i scon ten ted men had no t the means 



a t t h e i r d i sposa l s e r i o u s l y to d i s r u p t the p o l i t i c a l and 

r e l i g i o u s s e t t l emen t . But the very r e a l and potent emotional 

fears generated by the a c t i v i t i e s o f those u n w i l l i n g t o accept 

the Res to ra t ion markedly d i r e c t e d government p o l i c y i n the 

decade a f t e r 1660. Idea l i sm, sometimes laudable , can be 

e x c e p t i o n a l l y dangerous t o any e s t ab l i shed o rde r , p a r t i c u l a r l y 

when such i d e a l i s m i s backed by a complete c o n v i c t i o n of 

r ighteousness . When such i d e a l i s m and r e l i g i o u s enthusiasm 

become i n e x t r i c a b l y i n v o l v e d w i t h p o l i t i c a l demands and economic 

gr ievances , i t can assume a s t r o n g , t h r e a t e n i n g charac te r . Such 

was the f e a r of the r e s t o r e d a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t the Good Old Cause 

was not dead. That such a movement never developed s u f f i c i e n t 

cohesion or u n i t y o f purpose can o n l y be recognised w i t h the 

b e n e f i t of h i n d s i g h t . Many contemporaries of d i f f e r e n t persuasions 

be l i eved t h a t i t c o u l d . Much of the l e g i s l a t i o n which succeeded 

the Res to ra t ion was s p e c i f i c a l l y designed t o prevent the emergence 

of such an o p p o s i t i o n , not as a r e s u l t nece s sa r i l y , of rancour 

or revenge, but r a t h e r f o r reasons of s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n . Probably 

many who would, t h e o r e t i c a l l y , have t o l e r a t e d a wider freedom of 

expression i n r e l i g i o u s matters r e t r a c t e d when con f ron t ed w i t h 

the p o l i t i c a l consequences o f r e l i g i o u s extremism. So i t was 

the r e f u s a l of the Quakers and o thers t o comply w i t h e s t ab l i shed 

s o c i a l customs and norms, and not t h e i r d o c t r i n a l b e l i e f s , which 

caused s u s p i c i o n , apprehension and t h e i r pe r secu t ion . As the 



Church and the monarchy had become mutua l ly dependent, had 

f a l l e n together and been r e s t o r e d toge the r , so t o oppose 

one was t o oppose and chal lenge the o t h e r . The Angl i can 

e c c l e s i a s t i c s , who b e l i e v e d i n e n f o r c i n g con fo rmi ty i n 

r e l i g i o u s p r a c t i c e s and d o c t r i n e s , a f t e r 1660 were i n the 

f o r t u n a t e p o s i t i o n t h a t t h e i r opponents were t a i n t e d w i t h 

accusat ions o f designs aga ins t the K i n g , the government and 

the s o c i a l order , even though t h i s judgment was t r u e on ly of 

a m i n o r i t y . Therefore c o n v e n t i c l e s , communal meetings of 

l ike -minded Nonconformis ts , were regarded as seedbeds of 

r e v o l t , t h e i r members as consp i ra to r s and were f o r b i d d e n . 

Such persecut ion was des t ined t o f a i l as a t t i t u d e s changed 

and time and example healed o l d wounds. Cosin be l i eved 

s i n c e r e l y t h a t Nonconformity i n i t s va r ious forms should be 

derac ina ted and destroyed, as i t was a cancer i n the s p i r i t u a l 

and secu la r body. During h i s episcopate he worked to t h i s end. 

I t was an inadequate system upon which the government 

depended f o r the enforcement o f law and implementat ion o f 

p o l i c y . The depos i t ions o f in fo rman t s were e s s e n t i a l when 

there was no e f f e c t i v e system o f organised i n t e l l i g e n c e . The 

l o y a l t y o f the gen t ry was i m p e r a t i v e . They had t o be m o b i l i s e d 

and deployed, p r i n c i p a l l y i n the m i l i t i a system. Nor were 

government d i r e c t i v e s always c o n s i s t e n t . The p e r i o d between 

the Dec la ra t ion of Breda and the enactment of the Clarendon 



Code was one o f confus ion and u n c e r t a i n t y f o r many bodies 

ou ts ide the Ang l i can Church, I t was no easy mat ter to e r a d i ­

cate p r ac t i c e s which had become woven i n t o the normal way of 

l i f e of a s i g n i f i c a n t m i n o r i t y of the p o p u l a t i o n . During 

the 1660s, r e l i g i o u s persecut ion was r e l i e v e d s p o r a d i c a l l y , 

accord ing t o the c u r r e n t p o l i t i c a l c l i m a t e . The government 

was compelled t o use the l o c a l i t i e s and ye t de fe r to them, 

and success fu l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n there r e s t ed upon r e l a t i o n s 

w i t h the leaders o f the Church and the community. The o f f i c e 

o f Lord-Lieu tenant was c e n t r a l to t h i s , and was sometimes 

combined w i t h episcopal a u t h o r i t y , as i n Durham a f t e r 1660, 

nomina l ly acknowledging the t r a d i t i o n of p o l i t i c a l and 

r e l i g i o u s quasi-independence. 

The aim of t h i s thes i s i s to examine t o what ex ten t 

the Res to ra t ion se t t l ement was s u c c e s s f u l l y imposed i n the 

?iocese of Durham. The imposer was, e s s e n t i a l l y , the Bishop 

of Durham, John Cosin, f rom 1660 u n t i l h is death i n 1672. The 

work endeavours t o assess the p r a c t i c a l problems w i t h which 

the Bishop was c o n f r o n t e d , the degree to which they were 

surmountable and surmounted, and the f a c t o r s which a ided him 

and which worked aga ins t him. I t does not at tempt to p rov ide 

a s o c i o l o g i c a l or economic a p p r a i s a l o f the p e r i o d . Nor does 

i t examine Cosin ' s d i s t i n g u i s h e d career as a t h e o l o g i a n , h i s 

a c t i v i t i e s i n Durham be fo re the C i v i l War which compelled him to 



leave , nor h i s p r i v a t e l i f e . I t does not survey the opera t ions 

of the Bishop as a l a n d l o r d or h i s r e l a t i o n s w i t h the Durham 

dean and chapter.''^ I t looks a t h i s a t tempts t o r e s to r e 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l d i s c i p l i n e and e l i m i n a t e p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s 

d i s s e n t . 

Where does one begin t o express one's thanks? I am 

g r e a t l y indebted t o h i s t o r i a n s and l i b r a r i a n s i n Durham, 

Newcastle and London, too numerous to ment ion . I must p a r t i c -

u l a r l y thank my supe rv i so r , Dr. D.M. Loades, whose encouragement, 

advice and i n s p i r a t i o n I value very much. I thank him f o r h i s 

met iculous read ing and s tudy of my work and h i s constant h e l p . 

I owe so much to my parents f o r making t h i s work p o s s i b l e . I 

must express g r a t i t u d e to my f r i e n d s f o r t o l e r a t i n g the moods, 

conversat ions and b i z a r r e hours of work which accompanied the 

complet ion of t h i s s tudy . 

The m a t e r i a l contained i n t h i s t he s i s has not been sub­

m i t t e d f o r any other degree i n any other u n i v e r s i t y . Al though 

many have i n f l u e n c e d my work, p a r t i c u l a r l y , as w i l l be apparent , 

severa l key works, the content and i n t e r p r e t a t i o n i n v o l v e d i s 

my own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , and i s the r e s u l t o f my own work. 

A wea l th of m a t e r i a l r e l e v a n t to the p e r i o d e x i s t s i n 
Durham and London, and a g rea t deal o f work remains to 
be undertaken. 
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P u b l i c a t i o n s of the Surtees Soc i e ty , 

Durham 

R. Surtees, 'The h i s t o r y and a n t i ­

q u i t i e s of the county p a l a t i n e of 

Durham . . . ' , 4 v o l s . (London, 

1816-40) 

Transact ions of the American P h i l o ­

soph ica l Soc ie ty 

Transact ions of the Cumberland and 

Westmorland A n t i q u a r i a n and Archae­

o l o g i c a l Soc ie ty 

Transact ions of the Royal H i s t o r i c a l 

Soc ie ty 

W. Page, e d . , 'The V i c t o r i a County 

H i s t o r y of Durham', 3 v o l s . (London, 

1905-28) 
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NOTE CONCERNING DATES 

Two methods of c a l c u l a t i n g the calendar year were i n 

use i n Western Europe du r ing the seventeenth cen tu ry . Most 

count r ies had adopted the New S t y l e - the r e v i s e d calendar of 

Gregory X I I I (1582). U n t i l 1752, B r i t a i n r e t a i n e d the Old S t y l e , 

or J u l i a n calendar, which meant t h a t i t s dates were t en days 

behind those o f the r e s t of Europe. For most l e g a l purposes 

u n t i l 1752, the new year i n England was he ld to begin on Lady 

Day, March 2 5 t h . 

The dates i n t h i s work are g iven i n the Old S t y l e , a l though 

the year i s taken to begin on January 1s t . 

NOTE CONCERNING MANUSCRIPTS 

Manuscript quo ta t ions u s u a l l y f o l l o w the o r i g i n a l s p e l l i n g . 

Archa ic s p e l l i n g s of common words have been modernised. A b b r e v i ­

a ted words have been extended where necessary. 

NEWCASTLE 

'Newcastle ' throughout r e f e r s to Newcastle-upon-Tyne. 
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RESTORATION SONG 

The country doth bow 
To o l d j u s t i c e s now. 
That long aside hath been l a i n ; 
The b ishop 's r e s t o r e d , 
God i s r i g h t l y adored, 
And the k i n g enjoys h i s own a g a i n . 

Fana t i cs , be q u i e t . 
And keep a good d i e t . 
To cure your crazy b r a i n ; 
Throw o f f your d i s g u i s e . 
Go to church and be wise , 
For the k i n g bears not the sword i n va in , 

Let f a c t i o n and p r i d e 
Be now l a i d a s i d e . 
That t r u t h and peace may r e i g n ; 
Le t every one mend. 
And there i s an end. 
For the k i n g bears no t the sword i n v a i n . 

A Country Song, E n t i t l e d 'The R e s t o r a t i o n ' , 

(1661) , verses 3 , 9 , 1 0 . ^ 

1. S.E. P r a l l , e d . , 'The P u r i t a n R e v o l u t i o n : A Documentary 

H i s t o r y ' , (London, 1969), 284-6. 
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CHAPTER ONE 

THE E C C L E S I A S T I C A L AND SECULAR ADMINISTRATION OF BISHOP COSIN 

I n 1302, t h e s t e w a r d o f Antony Bek, B i s h o p of Durham, 

c l a i m e d t h a t t h e r e were 

two K i n g s i n E n g l a n d , namely t h e L o r d K i n g of 
E n g l a n d w e a r i n g a crown i n s i g n o f h i s r e g a l i t y , 
a nd t h e L o r d B i s h o p of Durham w e a r i n g a m i t r e i n 
p l a c e of a crown i n s i g n o f h i s r e g a l i t y i n t h e 
d i o c e s e o f Durham.^ 

The i n d e p e n d e n t l e g a l h i s t o r y of t h e County P a l a t i n e o f Durham 

was l a r g e l y c u r t a i l e d by t h e J u r i s d i c t i o n o f L i b e r t i e s A c t of 
2 

1536, but t h e B i s h o p r e t a i n e d p a r t i c u l a r powers u n t i l 1836. 

A l t h o u g h i n 1646 t h e P a l a t i n a t e was a b o l i s h e d and a f t e r 1654 

Durham e n j o y e d t h e same l e g a l p o s i t i o n a s a l l o t h e r c o u n t i e s , 

a t t h e R e s t o r a t i o n B i s h o p C o s i n r e v e r t e d to h i s j u d i c i a l p r i v i ­

l e g e s a n d t h e County P a l a t i n e resumed i t s r i g h t s a n d p r a c t i c e s 

which r e m a i n e d , ^ No f e u d a l r i g h t s were r e v i v e d b u t , f o r the 
l o s s o f s u c h p r i v i l e g e s , t h e B i s h o p was compensated w i t h a f i n a n c i a l 

4 
payment. As a n i m p o r t a n t t e m p o r a l l o r d and g r e a t landowner, t h e 

1. Quoted by K. E m s l e y i n DCCT, 181. 

2. F o r t h e l e g a l h i s t o r y of Durham, s e e G.T. L a p s l e y , 'The County 
P a l a t i n e of Durham. A s t u d y i n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l h i s t o r y ' , 
(New Y o r k , 1 9 0 0 ) ; h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o a s l-apsley*. 

3. L a p s l e y , 199-200. 

4. Osmond, 250-1; H u t c h i n s o n , I , 539. 
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B i s h o p ' s p r e s t i g e was s t i l l i m p r e s s i v e and i n t h e l a t e r s e v e n t e e n t h 

c e n t u r y Roger N o r t h s a i d t h a t a t 

Durham t h e b i s h o p e n t e r t a i n e d , who i s a s o r t of 
s o v e r e i g n , o r c o u n t p a l a t i n e , t h e r e , but much 
s h r u n k below t h e a n c i e n t a u t h o r i t y and d i g n i t y . 
A l l p r o c e s s of l a w i s o r i g i n a l , w i t h o u t dependence 
on London.^ 

A t t h e end of t h e c e n t u r y , Spearman o u t l i n e d t h e j u d i c i a l r i g h t s 

a n d p r a c t i c e s o f t h e B i s h o p o f Durham, w i t h s p e c i a l r e f e r e n c e to 

C o s i n , a n d a r g u e d a g a i n s t t h e c o n t i n u a n c e o f h i s s e c u l a r p o s i t i o n , 

w h i c h , he c l a i m e d , was p r e j u d i c i a l t o t h e w e l f a r e o f t h e County 
2 

and a n a c h r o n i s t i c . L i k e p r e v i o u s a n d s u b s e q u e n t B i s h o p s , C o s i n 

l i v e d i n c o n s i d e r a b l e s p l e n d o u r i n h i s c a s t l e a t Durham and the 

e p i s c o p a l p a l a c e a t A u c k l a n d . H i s s i n g u l a r p r e - e m i n e n t p o s i t i o n 

i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t was e nhanced by h i s a p p o i n t m e n t a s L o r d - L i e u t e n a n t 

of t h e c o u n t y and, a s Count P a l a t i n e , h i s n o m i n a t i o n a s e x - o f f i c i o 

C u s t o s R o t u l o r u m . I t i s e s s e n t i a l t o examine h i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l , 

s e c u l a r and j u d i c i a l f u n c t i o n s and i n what manner he e x e r c i s e d 

them. 

The D i o c e s e o f Durham was w i d e s p r e a d and g e n e r a l l y s p a r s e l y 

p o p u l a t e d , i n t e r s p e r s e d w i t h a number o f s m a l l towns, many v i l l a g e s 

a n d some embryonic i n d u s t r i a l c e n t r e s . I t was, however, one of the 

1. Quoted i n A. Browning, ed., ' E n g l i s h H i s t o r i c a l Documents', 
v o l . 8 , 1660-1714 (London, 1 9 5 3 ) , 446-7. 

2. J . Spearman, 'An E n q u i r y i n t o t h e A n c i e n t a n d P r e s e n t S t a t e 
of the County P a l a t i n e of Durham' ( w r i t t e n i n 1697, and 
p u b l i s h e d E d i n b u r g h , 1 7 2 9 ) . P a r t c o n t a i n e d i n M i c k l e t o n 
an d Spearman MSS, v o l . 9 1 , f . l 5 . 
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w e a l t h i e s t s e e s i n E n g l a n d . The B i s h o p o f Durham's p a l a t i n a t e 

j u r i s d i c t i o n e x t e n d e d o v e r County Durham, t h e f a m i l i a r a r e a 

between t h e Tyne and the T e e s , and the earldom o f S a d b e r g e , 

t h e a r e a s n o r t h o f t h e Tyne known a s N o r h a m s h i r e , I s l a n d s h i r e 

a nd B e d l i n g t o n s h i r e , a n d t h e Y o r k s h i r e manor o f C r a y k e and t h e 

p e c u l i a r s of N o r t h a l l e r t o n s h i r e a n d Howdenshire. The D i o c e s e 

of Durham, and t h e r e f o r e t h e B i s h o p ' s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t y , 

e x t e n d e d a l s o o v e r t h e r e m a i n i n g p a r t s o f Northumberland, w i t h 

t h e e x c e p t i o n o f Hexhamshire, w h i c h came under t h e d i r e c t 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h e A r c h b i s h o p o f Y o r k , and the 

p a r i s h o f A l s t o n , i n Cumberland.'^ Durham C i t y was t h e e p i s c o p a l 

a d m i n i s t r a t i v e c e n t r e o f t h e B i o c e s e a n d was s a i d t o be 'a n o b l e 

p l a c e and t h e a i r e so c l e a r a nd h e a l t h y t h a t p e r s o n s E n j o y much 
2 

h e a l t h a n d p l e a s u r e ' . N e w c a s t l e was t h e l a r g e s t town i n t h e 

Jiiocese and the most s p e c t a c u l a r o f t h e p r o v i n c i a l c e n t r e s . I t 

owed i t s eminence t o i t s s t r a t e g i c and c o m m e r c i a l i m p o r t a n c e , 

and a l r e a d y had a d i s t i n c t i v e c l i a r a c t e r and t r a d i t i o n of i n d e ­

pendence. L i k e Durham, i t s b u i l d i n g s were a e s t h e t i c a l l y p l e a s i n g , 

1. NLC, 47-54, 60-2. F o r a f u l l g e o g r a p h i c a l a n d economic 
a p p r a i s a l o f t h e d i o c e s e i n t h e l a t e r s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y , 
s e e C.E. W h i t i n g , 'The B i s h o p r i c o f Durham i n t h e days of 
B i s h o p Crewe', DUJ, v o l . 3 0 ( 1 9 3 6 - 8 ) , 439-463; f o r t h e economy 
of n o r t h e r n E n g l a n d a f t e r 1660, s e e D. Ogg, 'England i n t h e 
R e i g n o f C h a r l e s I I ' ( 2 nd ed., 1956, r p r . London, 1 9 7 2 ) , 
46-50, 78. 

2. C. F i e n n e s , 'Through E n g l a n d on a S i d e S a d d l e i n the time of 
W i l l i a m a n d Mary' (London, 1 8 8 8 ) , 182; s e e a l s o W.J. Kaye, 
'A Londoner's V i s i t t o Durham i n 1705', DUJ, 28 ( 1 9 3 2 - 4 ) , 1 1 6 - 2 4 . 
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and i t s economy was v i t a l a n d e x p a n d i n g . ^ 

C o s i n endured s e v e n t e e n y e a r s i n e x i l e d u r i n g t h e C i v i l 

War and Commonwealth p e r i o d s , d e v o t i n g h i s t i m e and e n e r g i e s 

to m i n i s t e r i n g to A n g l i c a n a n d R o y a l i s t f u g i t i v e s and becoming 

i n v o l v e d i n c o n t r o v e r s i e s a n d d e b a t e s w h i c h p l a y e d a d e c i s i v e 

p a r t i n d e f i n i n g a n d p r e s e r v i n g t h e c h a r a c t e r o f t h e Chur c h of 
2 

E n g l a n d . He became one of t h e dominant l e a d e r s o f t h e group 

of e x i l e d e c c l e s i a s t i c s g a t h e r e d a r o u n d t h e d i s p l a c e d r o y a l 

c o u r t i n F r a n c e , a n d h i s w r i t i n g s e n s u r e d h i s r e c o g n i t i o n a s 

a n o u t s t a n d i n g A n g l i c a n t h e o l o g i a n and a p o l o g i s t . C o s i n and 

Morley emerged a s the l e a d e r s of t h e b a n i s h e d Church, and t h e i r 

h a r d s h i p s , s u f f e r i n g s and u n s w e r v i n g l o y a l t y became a recommen­

d a t i o n f o r p r e f e r m e n t i n 1660.'' I n i t s a n t i p a t h y towards t h e 

a n a r c h i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n E n g l a n d , t h e A n g l i c a n C h u r c h moved 

towards an uncompromising emphasis on e p i s c o p a l c h u r c h g o v e r n ­

ment. C o s i n p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i n t h i s m a i n t e n a n c e of 

L a u d i a n p r i n c i p l e s . The i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f t h e Chur c h of E n g l a n d 

w i t h t h e R o y a l i s t c a u s e was a f f i r m e d and s t r e n g t h e n e d , and t h e 

1. C. P i e n n e s , s e e above, 176; NCL, 49-51; H o w e l l , 1-34; W. Gray, 
'Chorographia, o r A S u r v e y o f N e w c a s t l e upon l ^ n e ' ( N e w c a s t l e , 
1649, r p r . 1 9 7 0 ) ; E . M a c k e n z i e , 'A H i s t o r i c a l a n d D e s c r i p t i v e 
v i e w o f t h e County o f Northumberland and County o f N e w c a s t l e -
upon-Tyne' ( N e w c a s t l e , 1 8 1 1 ) , I I , 611-2. 

2. Osmond, c h a p t e r 5; Ornsby, I , x x x i i i - x x x i x . 

3. W.G. Simon, 'The R e s t o r a t i o n E p i s c o p a t e ' (New Y o r k , 1965),25; 
f o r M orley, s e e DNB a n d P a c k e r , s e e n o t e below, p a s s i m . 
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w r i t i n g s of C o s i n and h i s a s s o c i a t e s e n s u r e d t h a t , w i t h the 

r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e monarchy, t h e C h u r c h would be r e s t o r e d on 

t h e f o u n d a t i o n s o f e p i s c o p a c y a n d t h e Book of Common P r a y e r . ^ 

C o s i n was c o n s e c r a t e d B i s h o p o f Durham on December 2nd, 

1660, was e n t h r o n e d by proxy on t h e 8 t h , and r e c e i v e d t h e 
2 

t e m p o r a l i t i e s on t h e 1 4 t h of t h a t month. He was a l r e a d y a 

well-known f i g u r e i n t h e D i o c e s e , h a v i n g been d o m e s t i c c h a p l a i n 

to R i c h a r d N e i l e , B i s h o p o f Durham ( 1 6 1 7 - 2 7 ) , M a s t e r of Greatham 

H o s p i t a l and t e n t h p r e b e n d a r y i n t h e c a t h e d r a l s i n c e 1624.^ 

D u r i n g h i s s u b s e q u e n t c a r e e r i n t h e S i o c e s e , he had a l s o h e l d 

a b e n e f i c e a t E l s w i c k and had been r e c t o r o f B r a n c e p e t h , where 
4 

he f i r s t e x e r c i s e d h i s t a s t e f o r o r n a m e n t a l e x t r a v a g a n c e . As 

a p r e b e n d a r y a t Durham, he had become renowned among the Church 

p a r t y , and n o t o r i o u s i n t h e l e s s s y m p a t h e t i c e y e s o f t h e P u r i t a n 

element i n t h e D i o c e s e a n d t h e c o u n t r y . He was b o t h p r a i s e d and 

condemned f o r h i s t h e o r e t i c a l a n d p r a c t i c a l s u p p o r t of t h e High 

C h u r c h p o l i c i e s of A r c h b i s h o p Laud, a n d t h e i r e mphasis upon 

r i t u a l a n d ceremony, o r d e r and u n i f o r m i t y . He was a l s o known 

1. J.W. P a c k e r , 'The T r a n s f o r m a t i o n of A n g l i c a n i s m , 1643-1660', 
( M a n c h e s t e r , 1 9 6 9 ) , 127, 157, a n d s e e a l s o , 72-3. 

2. H u t c h i n s o n , I , 532. 

3. VCH, I I , 4 3 ; H u t c h i n s o n , I , 533; Osmond, 15. 

4. H u t c h i n s o n , i b i d ; Osmond, 15, 19. 
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f o r h i s f a s t i d i o u s c h e c k i n g , c o m p i l a t i o n a n d p r e s e r v a t i o n of 

the r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s a n d h i s t o r y o f t h e c a t h e d r a l c h u r c h . 

T h i s had u l t i m a t e l y l e d , i n t h e y e a r s p r e c e d i n g t h e a s c e n d a n c y 

of t h e Long P a r l i a m e n t a nd t h e o u t b r e a k o f t h e C i v i l War, to 

the s u s t a i n e d o p p o s i t i o n and p r o f o u n d a n i m o s i t y o f t h e P u r i t a n 

p a r t y , a n d a n i n c r e a s i n g l y v i t u p e r a t i v e p e r s o n a l campaign a g a i n s t 

him a nd h i s a c t i v i t i e s . ^ 

C o s i n was i n h i s m i d - s i x t i e s when a p p o i n t e d to t h e s e e of 

Durham, but, d e s p i t e h i s age, many p e r s o n a l s o r r o w s and a n x i e t i e s , 

a n d t h e i n c r e a s i n g s e v e r i t y of a c h r o n i c , p a i n f u l d i s e a s e , he 

d i r e c t e d a l l h i s e f f o r t s to t h e r e h a b i l i t a t i o n o f t h e C h u r c h f o r 

w h i c h he had s t r u g g l e d and s u f f e r e d . D u r i n g t h e f i n a l y e a r s of 

h i s l i f e , he was c o m p e l l e d to r e m a i n i n London a s h i s h e a l t h 

d e t e r i o r a t e d , a nd was u n a b l e to f u l f i l h i s i n t e n t i o n t o r e t u r n 

t o h i s D i o c e s e . He d i e d o f p e c t o r a l d r o p s y on J a n u a r y 1 5 t h , 
2 

1672. T h e r e i s ample e v i d e n c e t h a t h i s p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n was 

a l m o s t p e r m a n e n t l y i n f i r m d u r i n g h i s e p i s c o p a t e , r e s u l t i n g from 

s t r a n g u r y a n d s u c c e s s i v e s t a g e s of a d r o p s i c a l c o n d i t i o n , w h i c h 

was r e l i e v e d f o r s h o r t p e r i o d s . I n March, 1663, he wrote to 

M i l e s S t a p y l t o n , h i s a u d i t o r , s e c r e t a r y a nd c o m m i s s i o n e r r e s i d e n t 

1. F o r C o s i n ' s e a r l i e r c a r e e r a t Durham, s e e Osmond, c h a p t e r s 
1-4; D. N i c h o l s o n , "John C o s i n , 1595-1672', DUJ, 28 ( 1 9 3 2 - 4 ) , 
288-94; Ornsby, I , x - x x x i i i ; VCH, I I , 43-9. 

2. Osmond, 298. 
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a t Durham t h a t he d i d 

n o t mend s o f a s t a s you a n d o t h e r s may i m a g i n e , 
f o r though t h e s w e l l i n g o f my l e g g s be a b a t e d , 
y e t t h e weaknes o f them c o n t i n u e t h s t i l l , a nd 
t h e s h o r t n e s of my b r e a t h w i l l n o t l e a v e me, 

a d d i n g t h a t he was 

b e g i n n i n g t o l e a r n e how I c a n goe a l i t t l e a b r o a d 
a n d endure t h e coach, h a v i n g v e n t u r e d t o c r e e p i n 
i t t o Durham, f o r t h e s e l l i n g of t h e M i l i t i a t h e r e , 
b u t r e t u r n e d v e r y s o r e a n d weary.^ 

H i s deep a n d g e n u i n e r e l i g i o u s b e l i e f s and i n t e n s e 

p e r s o n a l f a i t h were a g r e a t s t r e n g t h t o him t h r o u g h o u t h i s 

l i f e a n d e n a b l e d him to surmount a d v e r s i t i e s . H i s p r i n c i p l e s 

were unbending, and h i s c o n v i c t i o n o f t h e r i g h t e o u s n e s s of t h e 

Church o f E n g l a n d had been u n s h a k e n by e v e n t s , by t h e d e b a t e s 

c o n c e r n i n g d o c t r i n e and d i s c i p l i n e o r by h i s p e r s o n a l s c r u t i n o u s 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . H i s p e r s o n a l a p p e a r a n c e was d e s c r i b e d a s 

t a l l a nd unbending under t h e w e i g h t o f y e a r s , of 
a n open manly demeanour, w i t h e v en some m i x t u r e 
of c o u n t r y p l a i n n e s s and o c c a s i o n a l a s p e r i t y of 
manner, of a commanding p r e s e n c e , and a c o u n t e n a n c e 
i n w h i c h f r a n k n e s s and d i g n i t y were m i n g l e d , y e t 
somewhat v e r g i n g , i f we may t r u s t h i s p o r t r a i t s , 
t owards s e v e r i t y . 2 

H i s i m p u l s i v e i r r i t a b i l i t y a nd s a r d o n i c i r a s c i b i l i t y , a p p a r e n t 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n h i s l e t t e r s to S t a p y l t o n , were tempered by an 

e n d e a r i n g , though sometimes i n c i s i v e , humour, s a r c a s m , a n d 

1. Ornsby, I I , 103-4; s e e a l s o i b i d , x x x v i i - x x x i x , 153, and 
S u r t e e s , I , c x i i i . 

2. S u r t e e s , I , c x i i i . 
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s i m p l e g e n e r o s i t y . He was a l s o l i a b l e t o o c c a s i o n a l e x p r e s s i o n s 

of v a n i t y and v a i n g l o r i o u s n e s s . ^ 

F k i t h a l o n e would n o t d e s t r o y t h e mountains C o s i n hoped 

to move; he needed t h e h e l p o f f e l l o w c l e r i c s a n d members of 

t h e g e n t r y . A p p a r e n t l y , C o s i n was p o p u l a r , i n i t i a l l y , among 

the m a j o r i t y of t h e g e n t r y i n t h e S i o c e s e , who were e a g e r to 

d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i r l o y a l t y to t h e r e s t o r e d r e g i m e , a n d whose 

s u p p o r t and encouragement were e s s e n t i a l f o r t h e f u l f i l m e n t 

of h i s a m b i t i o n s f o r t h e ^ o c e s e . D u r i n g th e march s o u t h of 

G e n e r a l Monck, a r i o t i n Durham demanded t h e r e t u r n of t h e K i n g 

and t h e e l e c t i o n o f a f r e e P a r l i a m e n t , and men of i n f l u e n c e 
2 

d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e i r l o y a l t i e s . A t a b o u t t h e same t i m e , a 

p e t i t i o n t o P a r l i a m e n t , s i g n e d by o v e r s i x t e e n h u n dred o f t h e 

K n i g h t s , gentlemen a n d i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e County P a l a t i n e of 

Durham, lame n t e d t h e p a s t w a r s a n d t h e i r c o n s e q u e n t s u f f e r i n g s , 

w h i c h had not o n l y d e p r i v e d them o f t h e i r a n c i e n t r i g h t s and 

p r i v i l e g e s , b u t a l s o o f 'our s p i r i t u a l l Comfort' when t h e 

C h u r c h was a b o l i s h e d . I t r e g r e t t e d t h a t 

1. See Ornsby, I I , p a s s i m , a n d 'The C o r r e s p o n d e n c e of M i l e s 
S t a p y l t o n ' , i n J.C. Hodgson, ed., 'Northumbrian Documents', 
P a r t I I , SS, v o l . 1 3 1 ( 1 9 1 8 ) , 134-267, p a s s i m . 

2. VCH, I I , 53. 

3. DCL; Hunter MSS,vol.7, f . 3 8 . T h i s document i s u n d a t e d . 
S e e a l s o S u r t e e s , I , c x x x i x . 
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our a d v e r s a r i e s have e n d e a v o u r e d t h e u t t e r o v e r ­
throw a n d e x t i r p a t i o n of t h e t r u e p r o t e s t a n t 
r e l i g i o n e s t a b l i s h e d by l a w i n t h e C h u r c h of 
E n g l a n d , w h i c h f a r surmounts a l l our t e m p o r a l l 
l o s s e s And outward s u f f e r i n g s w h a t s o e v e r . 
O c c a s i o n i n g t h e r e b y t h e l e p r o u s s p r e a d i n g of 
H e r e s i e s , s e c t s and s c h i s m s , 

and i m p l o r e d not o n l y t h e r e s t o r a t i o n o f 

our former r i g h t s i n t h e enjoyment of our L i b e r t i e s 
a nd p r i v i l e d g e s b e l o n g i n g e t o our s a i d C h u r c h a n d 
County P f t l a t i n e , b u t a l s o t h a t a n c i e n t C h u r c h 
Government by B i s h o p s , Deans and C h a p t e r s , w h i c h 
i s and was e s t a b l i s h e d by l a w . 

S i m i l a r l y , i n May, 1660, t h e town o f N e w c a s t l e s u b m i t t e d a 

l o y a l a d d r e s s t o t h e K i n g , e x p r e s s i n g t h e hope t h a t he would 

be i n s t r u m e n t a l i n u n i t i n g a d i v i d e d C h u r c h , s e t t l i n g a d i s ­

t r a c t e d kingdom a n d e a s i n g a n o p p r e s s e d p e o p l e . R o y a l i s t t r a c t s 

c i r c u l a t e d i n t h e town a f t e r t h e R e s t o r a t i o n , e x p r e s s i n g j o y a t 

t h e K i n g ' s r e t u r n and e m p h a s i s i n g N e w c a s t l e ' s s t e a d f a s t f a i t h ­

f u l n e s s d u r i n g t h e e n t i r e i n t e r r e g n u m . ^ Howell s t r e s s e s t h e 

p r a g m a t i c a t t i t u d e of N e w c a s t l e , w h i c h c a u s e d t h e town t o move 
2 

w i t h e v e n t s r a t h e r t h a n t o a t t e m p t t o d i r e c t o r oppose them. 

C o s i n was g r e e t e d w i t h g r e a t e n t h u s i a s m when he r e a c h e d 

the B i s h o p r i c a n d r e c e i v e d t h e a n c i e n t f a l c h i o n o f the C o n y e r s , 

t h e t r a d i t i o n a l symbol of r e g a l i t y . On A u g u s t 22nd, 1661, 

1. C.S.P.D., 1660-1, 4; H o w e l l , 211-3. 

2. H o w e l l , 209-13, 217, 337-8. 
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he w r o t e : 

The c o n f l u e n c e a n d a l a c r i t i e b o t h o f t h e g e n t r y , 
c l e r g i e , a n d o t h e r p e o p l e was v e r y g r e a t ; a n d a t 
my f i r s t e n t r a n c e t h r o u g h t h e r i v e r of T e a s e t h e r e 
was s c a r c e any w a t e r t o be s e e n e f o r t h e m u l t i t u d e 
of h o r s e a n d men t h a t f i l l e d i t , when t h e sword 
t h a t k i l l e d t h e dragon was d e l i v e r e d t o me w i t h 
a l l t h e f o r m a l i t y o f t r u m p e t s a n d g u n s h o t s and 
a c c l a m a t i o n s t h a t might be made.^ 

He added, however, t h a t he was 'not much a f f e c t e d w i t h s u c h 

showes', a l t h o u g h he d i d acknowledge w i t h some p l e a s u r e t h e 

c h e e r f u l n e s s of h i s r e c e p t i o n . He i m m e d i a t e l y c o n c e r n e d h i m s e l f 

w i t h h i s s p i r i t u a l a n d t e m p o r a l d u t i e s , and w i t h i n a month of 

h i s r e t u r n w r o t e t h a t : 

I am so f u l l h e r e of t h e B i s h o p r i c k a f f a y r e s , 
t h a t I have n o t t h e l e a s t l e i s u r e f o r any t h i n g 
e l s . 2 

He h e l d a number o f c o n f i r m a t i o n s a t w h i c h l a r g e c o n g r e g a t i o n s 

g a t h e r e d , many of whom would have been u n f a m i l i a r w i t h t h e r i t e , 

and a t N e w c a s t l e he n o t e d t h a t 

t h e number of p e o p l e a t t h e Sermon was no l e s s e 
t h a n 3 o r 4 t h o u s a n d . 

T h i s was f o l l o w e d by a n o r d i n a t i o n and a d e l i b e r a t i v e 

Synode of t h e C l e r g i e , one a t Durham an d a n o t h e r 
a t N e w c a s t l e ; where I s h a l l p r e a c h among them, 
a n d put them i n some o r d e r , i f by any f a y r e meanes 
I can.'' 

1. Ornsby, I I , 2 1 . 

2. i b i d , I I , 31. 

3. i b i d , V I I I , 31, 35-6. 
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A f o r m i d a b l e t a s k c o n f r o n t e d C o s i n i n r e p a i r i n g t h e 

damage of t h e p r e v i o u s t w e n t y y e a r s , w h i c h had made a permanent 

i m p r e s s i o n on t h e a r c h i t e c t u r a l s p l e n d o u r s , t h e s o c i a l c h a r a c ­

t e r i s t i c s a nd t h e s p i r i t u a l c o n d i t i o n o f t h e B i o c e s e . Damage 

to c h u r c h f a b r i c s was more t h e r e s u l t of n e g l e c t t h a n i c o n o c l a s m 

and the r a v a g e s of war. He d e s i r e d a r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e b e a u t y 

of t h e c h u r c h e s , t h e d i g n i f i e d s t a t u s o f w o r s h i p a n d ceremony, 

and a r e a f f i r m a t i o n of f a i t h . He b e l i e v e d t h a t o r d e r and 

u n i f o r m i t y c o u l d b e s t be r e - e s t a b l i s h e d by e x a l t i n g t h e v i r t u e s 

of e p i s c o p a l government, r e s t o r i n g t h e r i g h t s a n d p r a c t i c e s of 

a P r i n c e B i s h o p i n t h e i r e n t i r e t y , a nd e n s u r i n g a s c r u p u l o u s 

p a s t o r a l a n d s p i r i t u a l government of a n orthodox l a i t y . I s a a c 

B a s i r e , t h e A r c h d e a c o n o f Northumberland, n o t e d i n one of h i s 

memorandum-books: 

The A r c h d e a c o n r y of Northumberland w i l l t a k e up 
a whole man: 1 s t , to r e f o r m t h e p e r s o n s ; 2d, t o 
r e p a i r t h e c h u r c h e s . 1 

The a c h i e v e m e n t o f t h e s e c o n d of t h e s e o b j e c t i v e s was t o be 

the B i s h o p ' s most l a s t i n g t a n g i b l e m e m o r i a l . 

I n C o s i n ' s s u r v e y of t h e B i s h o p r i c o f Durham i n 1662, 

many p e r s o n a l o b s e r v a t i o n s i n h i s own h a n d w r i t i n g , comments 

and q u e r i e s c o n c e r n i n g u n c e r t a i n t i e s i n h i s income, d e m o n s t r a t e 

him t o have been a most c a r e f u l a n d tho r o u g h l a n d l o r d , r e m a r k a b l y 

1. D a r n e l l , 207. 
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w e l l - a c q u a i n t e d w i t h t h e County a n d h i s r i g h t s . ^ I t r e v e a l s 

t h e a c u t e l y d i l a p i d a t e d c o n d i t i o n of many of h i s p r o p e r t i e s . 

I n t h e manor of A u c k l a n d i n D a r l i n g t o n ward, he r e c o r d e d 

b i t t e r l y t h a t t h e e p i s c o p a l c a s t l e , 

b u i l t o f o l d by Anthony Beke a n d o t h e r 
B i s h o p s but o f l a t e r u i n e d and a l m o s t 
u t t e r l y d e s t r o y e d by t h e r a v i n o u s s a c r i l e g e 
o f S i r A r t h u r H a s e l r i g . 

He had a l r e a d y a u t h o r i s e d i t s r e p a i r 'to h i s g r e a t c o s t ' , 

and he d e s c r i b e d the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a new c h a p e l , t h e 

r e s t o r a t i o n s b e i n g , he c l a i m e d , 

b e t t e r , f a y r e r , and more commodious t h a n 
they were i n a l l o t h e r B i s h o p s t i m e s b e f o r e . 

He had found t h a t S t o c k t o n C a s t l e had been t o t a l l y r u i n e d 

i n t h e time o f t h e l a t e r e b e l l i o n . And now 
n o t h i n g i s l e f t t h e r e b u t a few b r o k e n s t o n e s , 
w h i c h may s e r v e to be i m p l o y e d and exchanged 
towards the R e p a r a t i o n s o f t h e B i s h o p ' s o j h e r 
houses a t Durham, A u k l a n d a n d D a r l i n g t o n . 

D e s p i t e t h i s melodrama and p e s s i m i s m , C o s i n o r g a n i s e d t h e 

v i r t u a l r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e c h a p e l a t A u c k l a n d and r e p a i r s 

1. DCL; S h a r p MSS, v o l . 1 6 7 . 

2. S h a r p , 167; f . l . H a s l e r i g , o r H e s i l r i g e , had p u r c h a s e d t h e 
manors of A u c k l a n d , Easingwood a n d Vifolsingham when the s e e 
had been o f f i c i a l l y d i s s o l v e d , and t h e l a n d s and houses of 
t h e B i s h o p of Durham s o l d . He^ became P a r l i a m e n t a r y 
g o v e r n o r of N e w c a s t l e a n d s a t on v a r i o u s g overnmental 
committees; s e e H o w e l l , 187-8 and p a s s i m , and DNB. 

3. S h a r p , 167; 151. 
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to t h e p a l a c e , t h e e n l a r g e m e n t a n d e n r i c h m e n t o f Durham C a s t l e , 

the r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of h i s house a t D a r l i n g t o n , t h e b u i l d i n g of 

a l i b r a r y a d j o i n i n g t h e e x c h e q u e r on P a l a c e G r e e n i n Durham 

and o t h e r schemes. A l l were o r n a t e l y d e c o r a t e d and f u r n i s h e d 

a c c o r d i n g to h i s d e t a i l e d d i r e c t i o n s . C o s i n was proud o f h i s 

b u i l d i n g e n t e r p r i s e s , and t h r o u g h them s o u g h t t h e s p i r i t u a l 

r e g e n e r a t i o n of t h e Biocese,''' He was e x t r e m e l y f o n d o f h i s 

l i b r a r y , w h i c h he a l w a y s k e p t a c a r e f u l w a tch o v e r and w h i c h 
2 

was r i c h l y - s t o c k e d w i t h books and s y s t e m a t i c a l l y o r d e r e d . I n 

1664, he i n s t i t u t e d t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e g u i l d h a l l i n 

Durham, and t h e r e p a i r of t h e c o u r t s of j u s t i c e , t h e exchequer 

and t h e c o u r t of c h a n c e r y . I n a s t a t e m e n t o f h i s e x p e n s e s 

' i n t h e R e p a y r e s o f h i s C a s t l e s , a n d i n o t h e r c h a r i t a b l e u s e s ' 

between 1660 and 1668, £ 41,885 had been s p e n t , w h i c h i n c l u d e d 

the r e s t o r a t i o n o f t h e f a b r i c o f h i s r e s i d e n c e s , t h e r e - e s t a b ­

l i s h m e n t o f s c h o o l s a n d h o s p i t a l s , p r e s e n t a t i o n s t o c h u r c h e s 

and t h e c a t h e d r a l , a n d d o n a t i o n s f o r t h e r e l i e f o f v a r i o u s 

d i s t r e s s e d p e r s o n s . 

1. F o r h i s work of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , s e e H u t c h i n s o n , I , 538-9; 
Ornsby, I I , 171-4, 356-83. 

2. DUL; M i c k l e t o n and Spearman MSS,vol.91; f.66 i s a copy of 
t h e c h a r t e r of t h e F o u n d a t i o n of t h e L i b r a r y by C o s i n . 

3. W. F o r d y c e , ' H i s t o r y o f Durham', ( N e w c a s t l e , 1 8 5 7 ) , I , 202, 

4. Ornsby, 11, 171-4. 



26 

C o s i n ' s V i s i t a t i o n A r t i c l e s o f 1662, w h i c h were u s e d 

a g a i n i n 1665 and 1669, d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i m p o r t a n c e w h i c h he 

a t t a c h e d t o t h i s f u n c t i o n . They a l s o show h i s p a r t i c u l a r 

i n t e r e s t s . ^ The a r t i c l e s were p r e s e n t e d to t h e churchwardens 

and p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s i n e v e r y p a r i s h . They were r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r t h e c a r e and r e p a i r of t h e p a r i s h c h u r c h and c h u r c h p r o p e r t y , 

t h e p r o v i s i o n of a l l e s s e n t i a l s f o r s e r v i c e s and w o r s h i p , the 

d e t a i l e d a c c o u n t i n g o f a l l p a r o c h i a l income a n d e x p e n d i t u r e , 

and t h e p r e s e n t m e n t o f a l l p a r i s h i o n e r s g u i l t y o f o f f e n c e s 

2 

w i t h i n t h e c o g n i s a n c e and j u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h c o u r t s . 

The q u e s t i o n s i n t h e a r t i c l e s were d i v i d e d i n t o e i g h t s e c t i o n s . 

The f i r s t two s e c t i o n s c o n c e r n e d t h e f a b r i c a n d f u r n i s h i n g s of 

t h e c h u r c h , the c o n d i t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h y a r d , p a r s o n a g e , a l m s ­

h o u s e s , g l e b e and the r e c e i p t o f t i t h e s . The B i s h o p a s k e d 

d e t a i l e d q u e s t i o n s c o n c e r n i n g t h e c o n d i t i o n of t h e c h u r c h , many 

of which i l l u s t r a t e h i s emphasis upon L a u d i a n p r i n c i p l e s w h i c h 

1. Hunter, 11; 80; s e e a l s o J . Rogan, ' E p i s c o p a l V i s i t a t i o n s i n 
t h e D i o c e s e of Durham, 1662-71', AA, 4 t h S e r i e s , v o l . 3 4 ( 1 9 5 6 ) , 
92-109, h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o a s 'Rogan', and to w h i c h I am 
p a r t i c u l a r l y i n d e b t e d f o r r e f e r e n c e s . 

2. E. T r o t t e r , ' S e v e n t e e n t h C e n t u r y L i f e i n t h e C o u n t r y P a r i s h ' , 
(Cambridge, 1 9 1 9 ) , 17-41; s e e a l s o F.C. M a c k a r n e s s , ' P r i d e a u x ' s 
P r a c t i c a l Guide t o t h e D u t i e s o f Churchwardens', ( 1 6 t h ed., 
London, 1 8 9 5 ) , J . Addy, 'The A r c h d e a c o n and E c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
D i s c i p l i n e i n Y o r k s h i r e , 1598-1714, C l e r g y and t h e C h u r c h ­
wardens', ( Y o r k , 1 9 6 3 ) , and C. Drew, ' E a r l y P a r o c h i a l 
O r g a n i s a t i o n i n E n g l a n d . The o r i g i n s o f t h e o f f i c e of 
Churchwarden', (London, 1 9 5 4 ) . 
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had g e n e r a l l y been abandoned d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s t w e nty y e a r s . 

He examined the s u r v i v a l o f c h a n c e l s c r e e n s i n t h e c h u r c h , th e 

p o s i t i o n i n g of t h e t a b l e i n t h e upper p a r t of t h e c h u r c h f o r 

the m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h e L o r d ' s Supper, t h e a v a i l a b i l i t y of 

Communion v e s s e l s , t h e p r o v i s i o n of B i b l e s and P r a y e r Books 

and t h e incumbent's v e s t m e n t s . I n t h e t h i r d s e c t i o n of t h e 

a r t i c l e s some i m p o r t a n t q u e s t i o n s were a s k e d : 

I s y o u r M i n i s t e r , p a r s o n o r v i c a r a Deacon o r 
a p r i e s t o r d e y n e d by a B i s h o p a c c o r d i n g t o t h e 
Lawes of t h e Church o f E n g l a n d ? 

The B i s h o p had to c o n f i r m the a u t h e n t i c i t y and o r t h o d o x y of 

t h e r e s i d e n t m i n i s t e r , a n d i n q u i r e d : 

... d i d he w i t h i n two moneths a f t e r h i s I n d u c t i o n 
p u b l i c l y r e a d i n y o u r C h u r c h upon some Sunday or 
Holy Day i n t h e t i m e o f D i v i n e S e r v i c e , and i n t h e 
a u d i e n c e of h i s p a r i s h i o n e r s , a l l t h e 39 A r t i c l e s 
of R e l i g i o n s e t f o r t h a n d e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e C h u r c h 
of E n g l a n d by a u t h o r i t y ? And d i d he t h e n p r o f e s s 
and p u b l i s h h i s a s s e n t unto them a l l , s u b s c r i b e i n g 
h i s name t h e r e u n t o i n t h e p r e s e n c e of t h e C h u r c h ­
wardens a n d o t h e r p e r s o n s o f y o u r p a r i s h who c a n 
b e a r e w i t n e s s o f t h e same? 

C o s i n f u r t h e r q u e s t i o n e d w h e t h e r the incumbent c a r e f u l l y 

o b s e r v e d t h e Book of Common P r a y e r ' w i t h o u t ommission, 

a d d i t i o n or a l t e r a t i o n ' , a n d added t o u n d e r l i n e t h e i m p o r t a n c e 

of t h e p o i n t , ' u s i n g a l l t h e R i t e s and Ceremonies a p p o i n t e d i n 

t h a t Booke'. The a r t i c l e s went i n t o c o n s i d e r a b l e d e t a i l con­

c e r n i n g t h e o b s e r v a t i o n of h o l y d a y s , f a s t i n g a n d c o r r e c t a t t i r e , 

and went on t o s c r u t i n i s e t h e s i n c e r i t y , i n d u s t r y a n d f i d e l i t y 

of t h e m i n i s t e r to C h u r c h o f E n g l a n d d o c t r i n e a n d p r a c t i c e s . 
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to t h e e x c l u s i o n of a l l o t h e r s . 

'Doth he p r e a c h u n f e i g n e d f a i t h , a n d o b e d i e n c e 
to God's Knowne Commandments, s u b m i s s i o n and 
l o y a l t y t o t h e K i n g , and h i s Lawes, t o g e t h e r 
w i t h t r u e C h r i s t i a n p i e t y , and C h a r i t y among 
th e p e o p l e ? ' 'And h a t h he n o t a t any time ... 
p r e a c h e d a n y f a l s e , h e r e t i c a l l , s e d i t i o n s or 
s c h i s m a t i c a l l d o c t r i n e i n h i s sermons, whereby 
the p e o p l e may be l e d i n t o s e v e r a l l s o r t s , and 
f a c t i o n s a g a i n s t t h e pea c e a n d u n i t y of t h e 
Ch u r c h ? ' 

Such q u e s t i o n s were c e n t r a l to t h e problem of e n f o r c i n g u n i ­

f o r m i t y w i t h i n a n e x c l u s i v e A n g l i c a n C h u r c h , a n d a t r u e s o n 

of t h a t C h u r c h was e x p e c t e d t o u n d e r t a k e some m i s s i o n a r y work 

i n p r o m o t i n g o r t h o d o x y a n d e n f o r c i n g c o m p l i a n c e . 

'Doth y o u r m i n i s t e r endeavour t o r e c l a y m e a l l 
p o p i s h R e c u s a n t s , a n d o t h e r s e c t a r i e s i n h a b i t i n g 
w i t h i n y o u r p a r i s h , t o t h e u n i t i e , o b e d i e n c e , 
and t r u e R e l i g i o n e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e C h u r c h o f 

o E n g l a n d ? ' 

The m o r a l c o n d u c t of t h e m i n i s t e r was o f i m p o r t a n c e to t h e 

B i s h o p who r e q u i r e d to know d e t a i l s of h i s p e r i o d o f r e s i d e n c e , 

h i s a v a i l a b i l i t y t o p a r i s h i o n e r s , t h e q u a l i t y o f t h e company 

he k e p t , and whether he was i n v o l v e d i n any ' m e c h a n i c a l t r a d e ' , 

u n f i t t i n g to t h e d i g n i t y o f h i s o f f i c e . 

The p e r s o n a l c o n d u c t o f t h e p a r i s h i o n e r s was s i m i l a r l y 

examined by t h e c o n n e c t e d measures o f m o r a l b e h a v i o u r a n d 

orth o d o x y . C o s i n a s k e d w h e t h e r a n y were known t o be o f bad 

m o r a l c h a r a c t e r , who 'hat h committed A d u l t e r y , f o r n i c a t i o n or 

i n c e s t ' , o r were, o r were h a r b o u r i n g s u c h a s were, ' u n c l e a n 

and f i l t h y t a l k e r s o r a n y s o w e r s of s e d i t i o n , f a c t i o n and 
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d i s c o r d among t h e i r n e i g h b o u r s ' . I n a d d i t i o n t o e n s u r i n g 

t h a t none worked on a Sunday, t h a t a l l a t t e n d e d C h u r c h and 

c o n d u c t e d t h e m s e l v e s r e s p e c t f u l l y t h e r e , k n e e l i n g f o r p r a y e r s , 

s t a n d i n g f o r t h e C r e e d a n d r e s p o n d i n g to t h e p s a l m s , and t h a t 

a l l had t h e i r c h i l d r e n b a p t i s e d a n d r e c e i v e d the L o r d ' s 

Supper, t h e B i s h o p demanded: 

' I s t h e r e i n y o u r p a r i s h any p e r s o n who i s 
commonly knowne, o r r e p u t e d to be a h e r e t i c k , 
o r s c h i s m a t i c k , any p a p i s t , f o r m o l i s t , Ana­
b a p t i s t , I n d e p e n d e n t , Quaker o r o t h e r s e c t a r i e 
t h a t r e f u s e t o come unto t h e p u b l i c k a s s e m b l i e s 
of t h e C h u r c h o r t h a t make p r o f e s s i o n o f any 
o t h e r R e l i g i o n , t h a n what i s e s t a b l i s h e d i n t h e 
C h u r c h of E n g l a n d , a n d i f t h e r e be any s u c h what 
a r e t h e i r names?' 

The a r t i c l e s s c r u t i n i s e d t h e c r e d e n t i a l s and a c t i v i t i e s of 

p a r i s h c l e r k s and s e x t o n s , r e m i n d i n g them o f t h e i r d u t i e s and 

o b l i g a t i o n s , a n d of c u r a t e s , s c h o o l m a s t e r s , p h y s i c i a n s and 

m i d w i v e s , demanding e v i d e n c e o f t h e i r d i l i g e n c e and i n d u s t r y 

and p r o o f o f t h e i r l i c e n c e to a c t a s s u c h . S c h o o l s were r e q u i r e d 

to r e c e i v e o f f i c i a l s a n c t i o n and to f u n c t i o n a c c o r d i n g to s t r i c t 

r e g u l a t i o n s . The o f f i c i a l s o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c o u r t s were o b l i g e d 

t o p r o v e t h e i r a p p o i n t m e n t a n d q u a l i f i c a t i o n s , a n d p a r o c h i a l 

o f f i c i a l s were examined f o r t h e i r l e g i t i m a c y and a s s i d u i t y . 

To t h e p r i m a r y p u r p o s e o f t h e a r t i c l e s a s a n i n s t r u m e n t 

of i n v e s t i g a t i o n a n d f o r t h e b r i n g i n g t o j u s t i c e o f o f f e n d e r s , 

was added i t s s e c o n d a r y f u n c t i o n a s a r e m i n d e r to t h e c h u r c h ­

wardens and t h e i r a s s o c i a t e s o f t h e i r d u t i e s , and a s a c l a r i f i c a t i o n 
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o f s u c h . I t was a l s o d e s i g n e d a s an e x e r c i s e t o d e m o n s t r a t e 

t h e o m n i p r e s e n c e and omnipotence o f t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o ­

r i t i e s . The p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s were reminded t h a t t h e y were 

r e q u i r e d t o p r e s e n t a c o m p l e t e r e p l y a s t h e ' c h i e f meanes 

whereby p u b l i c k d i s o r d e r s , s i n n e s a n d o f f e n c e s i n y o u r p a r i s h 

may be r e f o r m e d and p u n i s h e d ' . They were s e v e r e l y warned 

t h a t any o m i s s i o n s o r p e r j u r y i n t h e r e t u r n s would r e s u l t i n 

p r o c e e d i n g s a g a i n s t them b e i n g undertaJsen i n t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

c o u r t s . 

I n c r e a s i n g l y , d u r i n g t h e l a t e r s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y , the 

m a c h i n e r y of e c c l e s i a s t i c a l j u r i s d i c t i o n was d e c l i n i n g i n 

e f f i c a c y ; b o t h t h e w i l l d r i v i n g i t a n d t h e e f f e c t i v e n e s s of 

i t s i m p l e m e n t a t i o n i n t h e c o u r t s was declining.''^ The e v i d e n c e 

f o r t h i s i s p r o v i d e d , i n p a r t , by t h e growing p r a c t i c e o f 

p r e s e n t i n g n i l r e t u r n s t o t h e v i s i t a t i o n a r t i c l e s , w h i c h a r e 

v a l u e l e s s a s a n i n d i c a t i o n o f t h e s p i r i t u a l c o n d i t i o n of a 

p a r i s h , b u t d e m o n s t r a t e t h e i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s of t h e s y s t e m , 

p a r t i c u l a r l y when s u c h r e t u r n s a r e n e i t h e r f o l l o w e d up n o r 

q u e s t i o n e d . Any campaign waged t h r o u g h t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

c o u r t s , l i k e t h a t a g a i n s t n o n c o n f o r m i s t s e c t s , was c r u c i a l l y 

dependent upon t h e a c t i v e c o - o p e r a t i o n of t h e l o c a l incumbent 
2 

and t h e c h u r c h w a r d e n s . A t a t i m e when communications were 

1. K.V. Thomas, ' R e l i g i o n a n d t h e D e c l i n e o f Magic. S t u d i e s 
i n p o p u l a r b e l i e f s i n s i x t e e n t h and s e v e n t e e n t h c e n t u r y 
E n g l a n d ' . (London, 1 9 7 1 ) , 2 6 3 . 

2. i b i d , 261. 
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i m p r o v i n g , a c o n t i n u i n g c o n v i c t i o n i n t h e n e c e s s i t y a nd 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s o f e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c o n t r o l and government s h o u l d 

have e n h a n c e d i t s e f f i c a c y . S u r v i v i n g r e t u r n s o f t h e d i o c e s a n 

v i s i t a t i o n s o f 1662 and 1665, c o n t a i n e d i n C o s i n ' s V i s i t a t i o n 

Book, show t h a t t h e B i s h o p was p r e s e n t e d w i t h many examples 

of n i l r e t u r n s i n 1662.^ Sometimes he was a b l e t o r e c o r d 

'omnia bene' i n t h e p a r i s h , a s a t C o c k f i e l d , C r o x d a l e , E s h 

and M uggleswick. However, c l e a r l y , t h i s o f t e n f a i l e d t o s a t i s f y 

t h e a u t h o r i t i e s , a n d i n many p a r i s h e s t h e churchwardens were 

p r e s e n t e d f o r n e g l i g e n c e i n p r e p a r i n g t h e i r r e t u r n s a nd a c c o u n t s , 

i n c l u d i n g Bishopwearmouth, C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t , N e t h e r w i t t o n , 
2 

Tweedmouth a n d W i t t o n - l e - W e a r . I n 1665, t h e p r o c e e d i n g s 

f o l l o w i n g t h e f i r s t v i s i t a t i o n had p r o b a b l y had some e f f e c t , 

f o r t h e r e were f e w e r p r e s e n t a t i o n s o f n i l r e t u r n s o r of c h u r c h ­

w a r d e n s . S o m e p a r i s h e s l i k e Escomb, Newbiggen, S h i l b o t t l e 

and Trimdon made no p r e s e n t a t i o n s , b u t on f e w e r o c c a s i o n s were 
c h u r c h w a r d e n s p r e s e n t e d , a s t h e y were a t C h a t t o n and Doddington 

4 

and R o t h b u r y . I n many p a r i s h e s w i t h n i l r e t u r n s o r w i t h t h e 

ch u r c h w a r d e n s p r e s e n t e d i n 1662, q u i t e f u l l r e p l i e s were n»de 

1. S ee Appendix, T a b l e A. 

2. DUPD; CVB, 101 v, 108, 99 v , 168, 169 v , 159, 165. 

3. See Appendix, T a b l e B. 

4. CVB, 20, 54, 61-2, 69 v, 57. 
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i n 1665, a s a t N e t h e r w i t t o n , Tvreedmouth, Muggleswick a n d 

Bishopwearmouth.^ 

The v i s i t a t i o n r e t u r n s o f t e n t o l d l e s s a bout t h e 

s p i r i t u a l c o n d i t i o n of t h e p a r i s h t h a n a b o u t t h e d i l i g e n c e 

and a p p l i c a t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h w a r d e n s a n d p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s . 

They r e v e a l e d t h e i r p a r t i c u l a r c o n c e r n s a n d i d i o s y n c r a s i e s 

and p e r s o n a l i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of o f f e n c e s . The e m p h a s i s was 

v a r i o u s l y l a i d upon p a p i s t s , n o n c o n f o r m i s t s , Q u a k e r s , non-

a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e p a r i s h c h u r c h , f a i l u r e t o t a k e Holy Communion 
2 

o r r e f u s a l t o pay c h u r c h d u e s . P r e s e n t a t i o n s o f p a p i s t s , 

p o p i s h r e c u s a n t s a n d r e c u s a n t s was t h e most common o f f e n c e 

and o f t e n a c h i e v e d h i g h n u m b e r s . N o n - a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e p a r i s h 

c h u r c h a c c o u n t e d f o r t h e m a j o r i t y o f c i t a t i o n s on o t h e r o c c a s i o n s ; 

i n 1662, t h i r t y were p r e s e n t e d f o r s u c h a t E a s i n g t o n , t w e l v e a t 
4 

B i s h o p Middleham, s i x t e e n a t G a r r a g i l l and e l e v e n a t Norham. 

F a i l u r e t o t a k e Holy Communion was sometimes t h e c h i e f o f f e n c e ; 

i n 1665, f i f t e e n were p r e s e n t e d f o r s u c h a t S t a i n t o n , t w e l v e a t 

Warkworth and t w e n t y - f o u r a t L a m e s l e y . L i s t s of p r e v i o u s l y 

1. CVB, 54, 56-56 v, 82, 72 v-74 v . 

2. S e e a l s o Rogan, 94-101, and f o r Nonconformity, below 95-6. 

3. See Appendix, T a b l e s A, B and C. 

4. CVB, 97 V, 106, 123, 164. 

5. i b i d , 9, 36 v, 79 v. 
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excommunicated p e r s o n s o c c u r r e d i n 1665, and t h e r e were 

t w e n t y - s i x c i t e d a t Norton, t h i r t e e n a t A u c k l a n d , S t . Andrew 

and f o u r a t Warkworth, w i t h no i n d i c a t i o n of t h e i r d e n o m i n a t i o n 

o r o f f e n c e . •'̂  Many were p r e s e n t e d f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e to pay dues 

owed to t h e c h u r c h , p r o b a b l y f o r a v a r i e t y of r e a s o n s ; i n 1665, 

t w e n t y - n i n e were c i t e d a t A u c k l a n d , S t . Andrew, s e v e n t e e n a t 

Haydon, t w e n t y - s e v e n a t K i r k h a r l e and a t Bishopwearmouth s e v e n t y -
2 

two had w i t h h e l d t h e i r E a s t e r d u e s . V e r y h i g h f i g u r e s and 

d e t a i l e d p r e s e n t a t i o n s , a s a t B e r w i c k , d o u b t l e s s were e x p r e s s i v e 

of t h e d i l i g e n c e o r o v e r - e n t h u s i a s m of t h e l o c a l o f f i c i a l s , 

r a t h e r t h a n of a p a r t i c u l a r l y o b d u r a t e o r m o r a l l y c o r r u p t p a r i s h . 

C omparison of o v e r a l l f i g u r e s i n 1662 and 1665, show no a l a r m i n g 

i n c r e a s e o r r e c o g n i s a b l e d e c l i n e i n o f f e n c e s . The d i s o r g a n i s e d 

and u n c e r t a i n s t a t e o f a f f a i r s i n 1662 would have d i s t o r t e d the 

f i g u r e s , and i n 1665 g r e a t e r c a r e would have been t a k e n n o t to 

o f f e n d t h e Bishop.'' 

S a b b a t h - b r e a k i n g was f r e q u e n t l y a c a u s e of p r e s e n t m e n t ; 

e l e v e n were p r e s e n t e d a t B i l l i n g h a m i n 1665, e l e v e n a t G a t e s h e a d 

i n 1662, w h i l s t i n t h e same y e a r , t h e c h u r c h w a r d e n s of A l l 

S a i n t s ' , N e w c a s t l e , c i t e d f i f t e e n p e r s o n s f o r v a r i o u s l y m i s b e ­

h a v i n g i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d , b e i n g i r r e v e r e n t d u r i n g t h e s e r v i c e . 

1. CVB, 11, 17 V, 36 V. 

2. i b i d , 18, 33-33 v, 43 v, 74 v. 
3. See Appendix, T a b l e s A, B a n d C. 
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d r i n k i n g d u r i n g t h e sermon a n d b e i n g i n c o r r e c t l y dressed.''^ 

O f f e n d e r s were p r e s e n t e d f o r i l l e g a l a nd c l a n d e s t i n e m a r r i a g e s , 

a s were t e n a t A u c k l a n d , S t . Andrew, and e i g h t a t B i s h o p w e a r ­

mouth i n 1665, and t h e r e were o c c a s i o n a l c a s e s o f b u r i a l s 

w h i c h c o n t r a v e n e d the r e g u l a t i o n s , p r o b a b l y by Q u a k e r s , a s 
2 

a t Medomsley a n d S t a i n d r o p . I t was a n o f f e n c e t o f a i l to 

have c h i l d r e n b a p t i s e d or c o n f i r m e d o r n o t t o v i s i t c h u r c h 

to g i v e t h a n k s g i v i n g a f t e r c h i l d b i r t h ; i n 1662, e i g h t a t 

Medomsley, t h r e e a t S t . O s w a l d ' s , Durham, and, i n 1665, t h r e e 

a t H a r t b u r n a n d a f u r t h e r f i v e a t Medomsley were p r e s e n t e d f o r 

h a v i n g u n b a p t i s e d c h i l d r e n . B e i n g u n l i c e n s e d s c h o o l t e a c h e r s , 

p h y s i c i a n s and midwives were common o f f e n c e s , and t h e r e were 
many c a s e s o f f o r n i c a t i o n , a d u l t e r y a n d b e a r i n g i l l e g i t i m a t e 

4 

c h i l d r e n . D r u n k a r d s , g o s s i p s and s c o l d s were c i t e d f o r t h e i r 

e x c e s s e s . 

I n d i v i d u a l c a s e s p r o v i d e some i n t e r e s t i n g i n d i c a t i o n s 

of l i f e i n t h e p a r i s h e s . S i x p e r s o n s were p r e s e n t e d i n 

Wh i t t i n g h a m i n 1662 f o r t a k i n g t h e Book of Common P r a y e r from 

the hands of t h e m i n i s t e r a n d a s s a i l i n g him w i t h a b u s i v e l a n g u a g e . 

1. CVB, 8 V, 93, 156 v-158. 

2. i b i d , 18, 72 v, 94 v , 120 v, 81. 

3. i b i d , 94 v, 114 v, 40, 80 v. 

4. S e e Appendix, T a b l e s A a n d B. 
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and t h e same y e a r i n Norham f o u r t e e n were a c c u s e d o f h a v i n g 

gone f i s h i n g on a Sunday. One p a r i s h i o n e r i n B e d l i n g t o n i n 

1662 d i d not k n e e l a t t h e name o f J e s u s , and i n H a r t l e p o o l , 

i n 1665, f o u r t e e n p e o p l e behaved b a d l y i n s i d e t h e p a r i s h c h u r c h . 

I n 1662, f o u r were p r e s e n t e d f o r s t e a l i n g l e a d , b e l l s a n d s t o n e 

from the p a r i s h c h u r c h a t Alnmouth, a n d i n 1665 L o r d G r e y was 

t h e o n l y p r e s e n t a t i o n f o r h i s r e f u s a l t o r e p a i r t h e c h u r c h a t 

B e l f o r d , w h i c h was i n a s e r i o u s l y d e c a y e d condition.''^ O f f e n c e s 

were a s v a r i o u s a s d a n c i n g , p l a y i n g c a r d s a n d p l a y i n g f o o t b a l l 

on a Sunday, sowing s e d i t i o n and d i s c o r d among n e i g h b o u r s , 

a b u s i n g t h e church w a r d e n s a n d h o l d i n g a f a i r i n t h e c h u r c h y a r d . 

I f t h e p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s had s c r u p u l o u s l y f o l l o w e d t h e B i s h o p ' s 

i n s t r u c t i o n s , l i f e would have b e e n d i f f i c u l t b o t h f o r p a r i s h i o n e r s 

and t h e c h u r c h c o u r t s . 

C o s i n was, i n many r e s p e c t s , s u c c e s s f u l i n r e v i v i n g a n 

a u t h o r i t a t i v e Church, f i r m l y e n t r e n c h e d i n p o s i t i o n s o f s p i r i t u a l 

and s e c u l a r power, a l t h o u g h t h e permanence o f s u c h i n i n s t i t u t i o n , 

r e g u l a t i n g s o c i e t y a nd r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g a s y s t e m w h i c h had broke n 

down d u r i n g t h e p r e v i o u s twenty y e a r s , was dependent upon h i s 
2 

c h a r a c t e r a n d i n d u s t r y , o r t h a t of one l i k e him. Hoivever, t h e 

1. CVB, 151, 164 V, 154 v , 24, 147, 58. 

2. M.E. James, 'The S i x t e e n t h a n d S e v e n t e e n t h C e n t u r i e s ' , 
i n DCCT, 223. 
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e x c l u s i v e n a t u r e of t h e R e s t o r a t i o n C h u r c h s e t t l e m e n t and t h e 

s a c r i f i c e o f comprehension a l s o worked, i n t h e l o n g - t e r m , 

a g a i n s t C o s i n and h i s l i k e . The a g e n t s o f t h e o f f i c i a l C hurch 

had to d e v o t e t h e i r e n e r g i e s t o w a r d s t h e e x c l u s i o n r a t h e r t h a n 

the i n c l u s i o n , o f l a r g e numbers o f t h e l a i t y . The d o c t r i n a l 

r i g i d i t y of t h e A n g l i c a n h e i r a r c h y e n s u r e d t h e e v e n t u a l r e c o g ­

n i t i o n of p a r a l l e l s e c t s which e x i s t e d . ^ C o s i n a c h i e v e d a 

l a r g e measure o f temporary s u c c e s s b e c a u s e o f t h e r e a c t i o n 

a g a i n s t r e l i g i o u s f a n a t i c i s m and c o n t r o v e r s y , and t h e d e s i r e 

f o r o r d e r among many o f t h e i n f l u e n t i a l s e c t i o n s o f s o c i e t y , 

who were p r e p a r e d to s u p p o r t him. But t h e s e e d s o f u l t i m a t e 

f a i l u r e were sown i n t h e e f f o r t s he had to employ f o r t h e 

p e r s e c u t i o n o f p a p i s t s and s e c t a r i e s t o t h e d e t r i m e n t o f t h e 

s p i r i t u a l a n d p a s t o r a l c a r e of t h e E i o c e s e . What s u c c e s s he 

had owed much t o h i s d e p u t i e s , I s a a c B a s i r e , A r c h d e a c o n o f 

Northumberland, and D e n i s G r a n v i l l e , A r c h d e a c o n of Durham. 

I s a a c B a s i r e , h a v i n g been c h a p l a i n to B i s h o p Morton 

s i n c e 1632, a l r e a d y knew Durham when he r e t u r n e d to E n g l a n d 
2 

from T r a n s y l v a n i a a t t h e R e s t o r a t i o n . On r e c e i p t o f t h e 

K i n g ' s d i s p e n s a t i o n , he was r e s t o r e d t o a l l h i s p r e f e r m e n t s , 

h i s p r e b e n d a l s t a l l a t Durham, t h e r e c t o r y of E g g l e s c l i f f e . 

1. I.D. J o n e s , 'The E n g l i s h R e v o l u t i o n , 1603-1714', (London, 
1931; r p r . 1 9 6 6 ) , 124-5. 

2. D a r n e l l , i i i . 
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t h e a r c h d e a c o n r y o f Northumberland, a n d he was a p p o i n t e d 
1 

r e c t o r of S t a n h o p e . He was a p i o u s a n d l e a r n e d man and 

e x t r e m e l y i n d u s t r i o u s w i t h r e g a r d t o h i s d u t i e s a s a r c h d e a c o n , 

u n d e r t a k i n g two v i s i t a t i o n s o f t h e a r c h d e a c o n r y e v e r y y e a r , 

i n s p r i n g a n d autumn, on h o r s e b a c k , u n t i l w i t h h i s h e a l t h 
2 

f a i l i n g , he needed to be a s s i s t e d by h i s s o n a f t e r 1670. 

E a r l y i n 1662, he w r o t e to C o s i n , e n c l o s i n g a copy o f t h e 

a r t i c l e s he had p r e p a r e d f o r a v i s i t a t i o n o f t h e Northumberland 

p a r i s h e s , r e q u e s t i n g t h e i r s p e e d y r e t u r n f o r he had l e a r n e d 

t h a t many b u i l d i n g s were i n a r u i n e d c o n d i t i o n and many incum­

b e n t s were w i t h o u t ' c a n o n i c a l l o r d i n a t i o n ' , both of w h i c h must 

be r e m e d i e d a s s o o n a s p o s s i b l e . " ^ He a l w a y s t r e a t e d h i s B i s h o p 

w i t h r e s p e c t and d e f e r e n c e , a s k e d f o r h i s a d v i c e a n d g u i d a n c e , 

and s e r v e d C o s i n a d m i r a b l y i n a n i m p o r t a n t s p h e r e of d i o c e s a n 

work. 

D e n i s G r a n v i l l e , a r c h d e a c o n , a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y dean of 

Durham, m a r r i e d Anne, C o s i n ' s d a u g h t e r , i n 1662. The m a r r i a g e 

was t o c a u s e t h e B i s h o p much v e x a t i o n a n d p e r s o n a l a n g u i s h when 

G r a n v i l l e d e s e r t e d h i s w i f e a n d p u b l i c l y d e c l a r e d h e r m e n t a l 
4 

i n s t a b i l i t y , w h i c h C o s i n a l w a y s d e n i e d . A l t h o u g h he was 

1. Hunter, 9; 99; D a r n e l l , 202. 
2. D a r n e l l , 2 0 7 . 
3. Hunter, 9; 109; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 87-8. 
4. J . C . Hodgson, ed., 'Northumbrian Documents', SS, 131 ( 1 9 1 8 ) , 

2 10n. 
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f u r n i s h e d w i t h v a s t e c c l e s i a s t i c a l p r e f e r m e n t by h i s f a t h e r -

i n - l a w , he was c o n s t a n t l y i n f i n a n c i a l d i f f i c u l t i e s w h i c h 

c u l m i n a t e d i n h i s a r r e s t , was g u i l t y o f l a v i s h e x p e n d i t u r e 

t o C o s i n ' s a c u t e embarrassment, a n d was f r e q u e n t l y a b s e n t 

from h i s b e n e f i c e s , s p e n d i n g a g r e a t d e a l of t i m e i n s o c i a l 

and l i t e r a r y c i r c l e s i n London an d O x f o r d . He was i n s t a l l e d 

a s f i r s t p r e b e n d a r y i n t h e c a t h e d r a l i n September, 1662, 

became a r c h d e a c o n o f Durham an d r e c t o r o f E a s i n g t o n t h e same 

y e a r , i n 1664 became r e c t o r of E l w i c k , w h i c h , i n 1667, he 

r e s i g n e d on o b t a i n i n g t h e r e c t o r y of S e d g e f i e l d , and i n 1668 

he was removed to t h e s e c o n d , o r 'Golden', s t a l l i n t h e c a t h e d r a l , 

D e s p i t e h i s f a i l i n g s he was a man o f r e l i g i o u s p r i n c i p l e and 

threw h i m s e l f i n t o t h e work o f r e c o n s t r u c t i o n a n d a c t e d w i t h 

z e a l i n h i s s e v e r a l p o s i t i o n s , e x c e p t f o r h i s o c c a s i o n a l l a p s e s 

of r e s i d e n c e . H i s v i s i t a t i o n i n q u i r i e s r e f l e c t e d h i s p a t r o n ' s 

v i g o u r and d e t e r m i n a t i o n , a n d a r e d e t a i l e d and e x a c t i n g . As 

a r c h d e a c o n , h i s a i m s a n d p o l i c i e s c o i n c i d e d w i t h C o s i n ' s and 

f u r t h e r e d h i s work.^ 

I t was e s s e n t i a l t o C o s i n ' s a i m s o f t h e r e s t o r a t i o n of 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l d i g n i t y a n d a u t h o r i t y , a n d t h e e n f o r c e m e n t of 

u n i f o r m i t y and d i s c i p l i n e , t h a t he was s u p p o r t e d by h a r d - w o r k i n g 

men who s h a r e d h i s b e l i e f s a n d p r i n c i p l e s . When he r e t u r n e d to 

1. M i s c e l l a n e a , x v i i - x x i i . 
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t h e D i o c e s e , he had had l i t t l e o p p o r t u n i t y , p e r s o n a l l y , to 

f i l l t h e p r e b e n d a l s t a l l s i n t h e c a t h e d r a l ; i n s i x , t h e o l d 

o c c u p a n t s had been r e i n s t a t e d , a nd i n a t l e a s t f i v e o f t h e 

r e m a i n d e r , t h e K i n g had a p p o i n t e d men b e f o r e t h e B i s h o p 

r e c e i v e d t h e t e m p o r a l i t i e s o f t h e s e e . E c c l e s i a s t i c s w i t h 

P u r i t a n s y m p a t h i e s were s t i l l t o be found w i t h i n t h e c h a p t e r , 

l i k e Dr. Wood, who a l s o became dean o f L i c h f i e l d i n 1663, and 

the i n d i f f e r e n c e o f o t h e r members h i n d e r e d C o s i n ' s e n d e a v o u r s 

to make a s h i n i n g example o f h i s c a t h e d r a l c h u r c h to t h e r e s t 

of t h e Biocese.''^ 

B a s i r e o u t l i n e d some a s p e c t s o f t h e c o n d i t i o n o f Northum­

b e r l a n d w h i c h were n ot a p p a r e n t i n t h e B i s h o p ' s r e t u r n s . E a r l y 

i n 1662, he noted t h a t 

t h e r e i s a g r e a t need o f a v i s i t a t i o n o f t h e 
c h u r c h e s i n t h e s e n o r t h e r n p a r t s , many o f them 
b e i n g e i t h e r a l t o g e t h e r u n p r o v i d e d o f M i n i s t e r s , 
o r p r o v i d e d w i t h s u c h a s a r e , i n e f f e c t , noe 
m i n i s t e r s ; a n d a r e s o e f a r r from c o n f o r m e i n g 
t h e m s e l v e s , t h a t t h e y p r e a c h a g a i n s t t h o s e t h a t 
a r e conformed, a n d i n t r u d e t h e m s e l v e s upon t h e i r 
c h a r g e , by b a p t i z e i n g c h i l d r e n a n d m a r r y e i n g t h e 
p e r s o n s of s u c h a s a r e enemies t o t h e o r d e r s of 
t h e Ch u r c h o f E n g l a n d . And l i k e w i s e t h e f a b r i c k s 
of many C h u r c h e s and C h a p p e l l s a r e a l t o g e t h e r 
r u i n o u s a n d i n g r e a t decay, a n d cannot be g o t t e n 
r e p a i r e d w i t h o u t V i s i t a t i o n s . B e s i d e s i n many 
C h u r c h e s t h e r e be n e y t h e r B i b l e s , Books of Common-
P r a y e r , S u r p l i s s e s , F o n t s , Communion-tables, nor 
any t h i n g t h a t i s n e c e s s a r i e f o r t h e s e r v i c e of 
God. Nor w i l l t h e ch u r c h w a r d e n s ( n o t b e i n g y e t t 

1. M i s c e l l a n e a , x i i i - x v . 
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sworne) c o n t r i b u t e a n y a s s i s t a n c e f o r t h e 
s u p p l y of t h o s e d e f e c t s . I n a l l w h i c h r e s p e c t s 
t h e r e i s g r e a t n e c e s s i t i e of V i s i t a t i o n s , s o e 
soone a s c o n v e n y e n t l y may be.^ 

The r e p l i e s t o B a s i r e ' s v i s i t a t i o n a r t i c l e s o f t h e same y e a r 

gave a c o m p r e h e n s i v e v i e w of t h e s t a t e o f t h e C h u r c h i n 
2 

N o rthumberland. A l t h o u g h some p a r i s h e s were unmentioned, 

t h e r e t u r n s , grouped u n d e r t h e r e s p e c t i v e d e a n e r i e s of N e w c a s t l e , 

Morpeth, A l n w i c k , Bamburgh an d C o r b r i d g e , d e m o n s t r a t e d t h e w i d e ­

s p r e a d i n c i d e n c e of s c a n d a l o u s m i n i s t e r s , t h e a c t i v i t i e s of 

s c h i s m a t i c s a n d p a p i s t s , t h e e x t e n s i v e d i s r e p a i r a n d d e s t i t u t i o n 

of c h u r c h e s a n d t h e common problem of i m p r o p r i a t i o n s . From 

some p a r i s h e s t h e a r c h d e a c o n was p r e s e n t e d w i t h no, or few, 

m e a n i n g l e s s r e t u r n s , b u t , g e n e r a l l y , t h e y r e v e a l e d t h e e x t e n t 

of n e c e s s a r y r e f o r m a n d r e c o n s t r u c t i o n , both of b u i l d i n g s and 

p e r s o n s . E v e n a f t e r t h e e j e c t i o n s of 1662, among t h e r e m a i n i n g 

c l e r g y were some o f a d i s r e p u t a b l e o r i n d o l e n t m o r a l c h a r a c t e r . ' ' 

W i t h i n t h e d e a n e r y of Morpeth, i t was r e p o r t e d t h a t Mr. 

Eldward Prowse, p a r s o n of B o t h a l l , ' i s blamed by some f o r 

s c a n d a l l a n d n e g l i g e n c e ' , w h i l e a t C o r s e n s i d e Mr. Gram, t h e 
4 

c u r a t e , ' i s s o r d i d a n d s c a n d a l o u s ' . The a r c h d e a c o n a t t e m p t e d 

1. Hunter, 11; 68; p r i n t e d i n M i s c e l l a n e a , 251-2. 
2. Hunter, 80; 2; r e t u r n s p r i n t e d i n J.C. Hodgson, ed., 'A 

S u r v e y of t h e C h u r c h e s of t h e A r c h d e a c o n r y of Northumberland. 
Temp. C h a r l e s I I ' , AA, 2nd s e r i e s , 17 ( 1 8 9 5 ) , 244-262. 
H e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o a s 'Hodgson'. 

3. F o r t h e e j e c t i o n s , s e e below, 83-5. 
4. Hodgson, 247-8. 
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to r e c t i f y t h e s i t u a t i o n and was sometimes s u c c e s s f u l ; 

i n t h e d e a n e r y of C o r b r i d g e , Mr. Andrew H a l l , v i c a r of 

B y w e l l , S t . Andrew, was admonished f o r h i s u n d i g n i f i e d be­

h a v i o u r , a n d i n t h e d e a n e r y of A l n w i c k , a t Whittingham, t h e 

s c a n d a l o u s m i n i s t e r , Mr. T a l l a n t i r e , was 'now s a i d t o be 

r e f o r m e d upon t h e a r c h - d e a c o n ' s p u b l i q u e a d m o n i c i o n ' . ^ A t 

Long Houghton, t h e m i n i s t e r ' i s n o t i n s t i t u t e d n o r i n d u c t e d ' , 
2 

w h i l s t i n K e l l o e 'most of t h e m i n i s t e r s a r e Scotchmen'. I n 

J u n e , 1663, C u t h b e r t R i d l e y gave e v i d e n c e to a j u s t i c e o f 

t h e p e a c e a g a i n s t Humphrey D a c r e , v i c a r o f H a l t w h i s t l e , who, 

t h e p r e v i o u s day, a Sunday, had come t o t h e i n f o r m a n t ' s house 

i n a s e e m i n g l y drunk c o n d i t i o n , and, when r e f u s e d more a l e , 

had behaved i n a most u n d i g n i f i e d manner. By b e a t i n g on t h e 

door w i t h a g r e a t s t o n e he had 
so g o t t i n t o t h i s I n f o r m e r ' s house. And seeming 
e i t h e r mad o r drunk a t t e m p t e d to b r e a k h i s windowes 
b u t was p r e v e n t e d by good n e i g h b o r s t h a t d i d h o l d 
him. 

I n t h e s t r u g g l e w h i c h f o l l o w e d t h e v i c a r had drawn a k n i f e , 

t h r e a t e n e d t o k i l l t h e i n f o r m e r , c u r s e d a n d u s e d f o u l o a t h s , 

and t a l k e d i n h i s p a s s i o n o f k i l l i n g Dr. B a s i r e , whom he 

a c c u s e d a s b e i n g a p a p i s t knave a n d r a s c a l , u s i n g i r r e l i g i o u s 

1. Hodgson, 258, 2 5 2 . 

2. i b i d , 254, 256. 
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e x p r e s s i o n s 'not becoming a good C h r i s t i a n ' . ^ D a c r e d e n i e d 
2 

t h e s e ' m a l i c i o u s i n f o r m a t i o n s ' . However, a p p a r e n t l y a l r e a d y 

he was n o t o r i o u s a s a h a b i t u a l d r u n k a r d , 

b e i n g s o d runke on t h e f i r s t Sonday i n t h i s 
y e a r e a s he would n o t come t o doe s e r v i c e i n 
t h e Church.3 

Not s u r p r i s i n g l y , many p a r i s h i o n e r s were s a i d t o have f a l l e n 

away t o popery, a n d t h e v i c a r was p r e s e n t e d to t h e a r c h d e a c o n 

by t h e c h u r c h w a r d e n s . S c a n d a l o u s m i n i s t e r s r e m a i n e d ; i n 1672, 

James Booth, r e c t o r o f B o t h a l l , was c h a r g e d w i t h c o i n - c l i p p i n g 
4 

and e v i d e n t l y he had b e e n g u i l t y of o t h e r o f f e n c e s . 

The l i s t of d e s t i t u t e a n d r u i n e d c h u r c h e s i n t h e a r c h -

d e c o n r y i n 1662 was e x t e n s i v e a s a r e s u l t o f war and n e g l e c t , ^ 

I n a l e t t e r t o C o s i n of November 8 t h , 1669, B a s i r e r e p o r t e d 

t h a t many r e p a i r s were s t i l l n e c e s s a r y . On h i s v i s i t a t i o n 

o f t h a t autumn he had been t o 

a s many c h u r c h e s a s I c o u l d , s u n d r y of w h i c h 
s c a n d a l o u s l y r u i n o u s , and t h e s e q u e s t r a t i o n s 
v e r y d i f f i c u l t , i f not i m p o s s i b l e , men b e i n g 
l o a t h t o u n d e r t a k e them a g a i n s t s u c h p o t e n t 
p a t r o n s a s t h e Duke o f N e w c a s t l e , f o r one, one 
of whose c h u r c h e s , (Hepburne) i n Morpeth Deanery, 
I saw u p h e l d w i t h no l e s s t h a n 13 rough-hewen 
p r o p s , s o a s none d a r e o f f i c i a t e t h e r e w i t h o u t 
imminent danger.*^ 

1. Hunter, 9; 166. 
2. i b i d , 167. 
3. Hodgson, 257; s e e a l s o t h e c a s e of Mark G r i e v e , v i c a r of 

F e l t o n , who l e f t h i s p a r i s h ( H u n t e r , 7; 59, 6 1 ) , and G i l b e r t 
R o w e l l o f A l n w i c k who r e f u s e d t o conform (DCY, 85) 

4. DCY, 189-90. 
5. Hodgson, p a s s i m . 
6. D a r n e l l , 281-3. — . 
7. i b i d , 282. 
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I n t h e same l e t t e r , however, he t h a n k e d God t h a t he c o u l d 

r e c o r d some s u c c e s s e s , 

As F e l t o n by name i n t h e Deanery of A l n w i c k e , 
w h i c h was downe, body a n d c h a u n c e l , but have 
now found a l l new l e a d e d a n d s e a t e d . 

I m p r o p r i a t i o n s c o n t i n u e d to be an i n s o l u b l e problem; i n t h e 

d e a n e r y of N e w c a s t l e i t was r e c o r d e d t h a t ' a l l t h e p a r o c h i a l 

c h u r c h e s i n t h i s d e a n e r y a r e i m p r o p r i a t e d ' , w h i l s t 'the 

i m p r o p r i a t o r s i n Northumberland a r e g e n e r a l l y r e c u s a n t s ' . 

N o n c o n f o r m i s t s and s e c t a r i a n s were a l s o a c t i v e and sometimes 
2 

i n f l u e n t i a l i n t h e p a r i s h c o m m u n i t i e s . 

The c o n d i t i o n o f h i s c a t h e d r a l c h u r c h was c e n t r a l t o 

C o s i n ' s v i s i o n o f a r e v i t a l i s e d and a u t h o r i t a t i v e e p i s c o p a l 

government of h i s D i o c e s e . The a r t i c l e s of i n q u i r y e x h i b i t e d 

t o t h e dean , p r e b e n d a r i e s , minor canons, c l e r k s a n d o t h e r 

o f f i c i a l s of t h e c a t h e d r a l c h u r c h o f Durham on h i s f i r s t 

e p i s c o p a l v i s i t a t i o n on J u l y 1 9 t h , 1662, compared w i t h h i s 

d i o c e s a n v i s i t a t i o n s i n t h e i r e x h a u s t i v e a n d thorough demands.'' 

When he was a p r e b e n d a r y he had made a c l o s e s t u d y o f t h e 

s t a t u t e s r e l a t i n g t o t h e dean a n d c h a p t e r a n d o t h e r documents 

of f o u n d a t i o n , s o he had a d e t a i l e d knowledge of t h e r i g h t s , 

1. Hodgson, 245, 248. 
2. S e e below, 99-100. 
3. Hunter, 11; 78; p r i n t e d i n M i s c e l l a n e a , 252-60. 
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p r i v i l e g e s , p r a c t i c e s and p r e c e d e n t s of t h e c a t h e d r a l and 

i t s o f f i c i a l s . I n 1665, C o s i n c o m p i l e d a l i s t of s u c h p r i v i ­

l e g e s , a n d of what were not p r i v i l e g e s , w h ich was h a r d l y a 

c o m p l e t e s t a t e m e n t of s u c h , b u t s e r v e d t o p o i n t out t o t h e 

dean and c h a p t e r t h a t w h i c h was w i t h i n the B i s h o p ' s j u r i s ­

d i c t i o n , and t h a t w h i c h was w i t h i n theirs.''^ No r e t u r n s f o r 

t h e p r i m a r y v i s i t a t i o n a r e e x t a n t , b u t t h e r e a r e some r e p l i e s 
2 

to t h e s e c o n d v i s i t a t i o n o f J u l y 1 7 t h , 1665. C l e a r l y , C o s i n 

was n o t s a t i s f i e d w i t h the r e p l i e s a n d c o m p i l e d a d e t a i l e d 

s e r i e s of 
Comperts and C o n s i d e r a t i o n s upon t h e Answers 
of the Deane and P r e b e n d a r i e s of Durham t o 
t h e A r t i c l e s o f my s e c o n d V i s i t a t i o n , t h e 1 7 t h 
day of J u l y 1665.3 

He d i d n o t c o n s i d e r t h e c o l l e c t i v e n a t u r e o f t h e r e t u r n s 

s u f f i c i e n t : 

They answer not p a r t i c u l a r l y a s t h e y a r e bound 
by t h e i r Oath t o do t h e S e v e r a l l A r t i c l e s , but 
r e f e r r to t h e g e n e r a l l w r i t i n g s u b s c r i b e d by 
t h e Deane and e i g h t P r e b e n d a r i e s j o y n t l y . 

He o b s e r v e d t h a t t h e p l a c e s of s e v e n p e t t y canons were s t i l l 

empty, ' f o r t h e s u p p l y whereof t h e B i s h o p h a t h e x p r e s s e d t h e s e 

5 y e a r e s t o g e t h e r , and y e t n o t h i n g done, w h i c h i s c o n t r a r y to 

t h e i r S t a t u t e s a n d t h e i r Oath'. He d e s i r e d t o know what s t e p s 

1. Hunter, 11; 82, 
2. Hunter, 11; 81, 95, 97; p r i n t e d i n O rnsby, I I , 116-24. 
3. Hunter, 11; 83; p r i n t e d i n M i s c e l l a n e a , 262-68. 
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had been taken to f i l l the p l a c e s , and added tha t 

A l l other C a t h e d r a l l and C o l l e g i a t e Churches 
of England have by t h e i r care got the f u l l 
number of t h e i r Quire, and taken order 
s u f f i c i e n t l y to maintaine them, only the 
Church of Durham i s d e f e c t i v e h e r e i n , which 
cannot be w e l l taken, or s u f f e r e d e i t h e r by 
the Bishop a t home, or by others abroad, or 
by h i s s a c r e d M a j e s t i e when Hee s h a l l know 
of i t . 

I n the same document, the dean was condemned f o r not having 

ye t compiled a survey and r e c o r d of lands belonging to the 

cath e d r a l church, v a r i o u s shortcomings of the prebendaries 

were o u t l i n e d and t h e i r s e l f - c o n g r a t u l a t i o n was s a r c a s t i c a l l y 

censured. He was s c o r n f u l of the work of r e c o n s t r u c t i o n which 

had been done: 

The I n h a b i t a n t s of the C i t y , neighbours and 
s t r a n g e r s , many of them f i n d a s much f a u l t 
with the patching of the Church by rough morter 
and lime. 

The Bishop's complaints embraced the behaviour and decorum of 

the church d i g n i t a r i e s , t h e i r many f a i l i n g s with regard to 

t h e i r o f f i c e s , the f a i l u r e to r e s t o r e the c a t h e d r a l , the c o l l e g e 

f a b r i c and the condition of lands belonging to i t , and he com­

pared t h e i r i n a c t i v i t y and shortcomings with h i s own laudatory 

behaviour when a prebendary. 

I n c o n clusion they hope t h a t a l l these Answers 
w i l l s a t i s f y the Bishop, and p r o f e s s e that they 
w i l l observe the Oath which they have taken to 
the Church, Of which t h e i r obedience to the 
Bishop's l a w f u l l commands i s one and y e t they 
do not observe and obey the Bishop's I n j u n c t i o n s . 
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Between August 23rd and 25th, 1665, the prebendaries 

ii^rote to the Bishop. B a s i r e s t a t e d t h a t he had nothing to 

add to the j o i n t statement sent by the dean on behalf of a l l 

the prebendaries, and Denis G r a n v i l l e r e p l i e d s i m i l a r l y . ^ 

Thomas Dalton, the f i f t h prebendary, wrote t h a t he had 

once againe very d i l i g e n t l y perused and w e l l 
observed every A r t i c l e i n your Lordship's 
l a s t i n q u i r i e s ... And I f i n d e nothing that 
I can Add unto tha t my former a s I humbly 
conceive seperate Answer ( i t being s u b s c r i b e d 
by me under my hand) ... and t h e r e f o r e I humbly 
beseech your Lordship to take t h i s a s a s a t i s ­
f a c t o r y Answer,2 

Richard Wrench, Thomas Wood, John N e i l e and Guy C a r l e t o n 

r e p l i e d i n the same manner, humbly but s h o r t l y . ^ The problem 

was r e s o l v e d a t a meeting of the Bishop and the dean and 

prebendaries a t Durham on September 12th, 1665, a t which 

agreement was achieved on s e v e r a l major points of d i f f e r e n c e . 

I t was decided that a s u i t a b l e schoolmaster be appointed 

w i t h i n s i x months, a survey of lands belonging to the church 

made and recorded w i t h i n a year, t h a t the graves i n the church­

yard be r e p a i r e d and that an e x e m p l i f i c a t i o n of the s t a t u t e s 

of the church be procured. With regard to the most important 

1. Hunter, 11; 85-6. 
2. Hunter, 11; 87. 
3. Hunter, 11; 88-91. 
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point a t i s s u e a compromise was reached 

t h a t the Petty-Canons be made and kept up 
to the Number of S i x w i t h i n a yeare f o l l o w i n g 
the date hereof: That w i t h i n a yeare of t h a t , 
they s h a l l be made up to the Number of E i g h t , 
And that w i t h i n a yeare a f t e r t h a t , they s h a l l 
be made up to the Number of Ten: In order to 
the making up of the f u l l number according to 
the S t a t u t e s . ^ 

A more d e t a i l e d l i s t of i n j u n c t i o n s to be made included the 

suspension of d i l a t o r y cooks, the r e p a i r of the ep i s c o p a l 

s e a t , the orde r l y r e g u l a t i o n of the churchyard and a v-ariety 
2 

of a d m i n i s t r a t i v e and f i n a n c i a l undertakings. 

L i k e the diocesan v i s i t a t i o n s , Cosin's v i s i t a t i o n s of 

the ca t h e d r a l were t r i e n n i a l , and the a r t i c l e s of 1668 were 

a continuation of previous examinations. The dean and chapter 

were asked whether a l l the matters found wanting three y e a r s 

e a r l i e r had been r e c t i f i e d , whether the dean had f u l f i l l e d 

h i s r e q u i r e d o f f i c e s , whether s e r v i c e s had been performed, 

alms d i s t r i b u t e d , and h o s p i t a l i t y and r e s i d e n c e maintained. 

The a r t i c l e s were as d e t a i l e d and thorough a s before. Seemingly, 

d i f f i c u l t i e s were s t i l l being encountered i n f i l l i n g the places 
4 

of the petty canons but the dean was attempting to achieve t h i s . 

1. Hunter, 11; 92; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 135-7. 
2. Hunter, 11; 93. 
3. Hunter, 11; 109; p r i n t e d i n M i s c e l l a n e a , 269-74. 
4. Ornsby, I I , 196 n. 
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The minor canons and other o f f i c i a l s , l i k e the prebendaries, 

were s i m i l a r l y examined.^ B a s i r e ' s r e p l y of August 2 1 s t , 

1668, admitted the e x i s t e n c e of some non-residence and 

absenteeism, but a t t r i b u t e d t h i s , predominantly, to such 

excusable causes as the f u l f i l m e n t of other d u t i e s , inclement 

weather and the d i f f i c u l t i e s of communications. He explained 

to the Bishop that the churchyard had s t i l l not been l e v e l l e d 

because of the t e c h n i c a l problems the task involved, nor had 
2 

the c o n s i s t o r a l s e a t been e s t a b l i s h e d , as the Bishop r e q u i r e d . 

The same problems were e v i d e n t l y s t i l l unsolved i n 1671 a f t e r 

the f o u r t h v i s i t a t i o n , a s B a s i r e ' s r e p l y of t h a t year t e s t i f i e d , " ' 

At the time of the f o u r t h v i s i t a t i o n i l l n e s s prevented 

the ageing Bishop from p e r s o n a l l y conducting the examination. 

On A p r i l 26th, 1671, he wrote from London to h i s f a i t h f u l 

amanuensis a t Durham, Miles S t a p y l t o n , concerning arrangements 

for the v i s i t a t i o n s , should he be unable to r e t u r n to h i s 

Diocese, though he s t i l l e n t e r t a i n e d hopes t h a t t h i s would 

be p o s s i b l e . 
I n case I cannot by reason of my i n f i r m i t y 
get down i n t o the country, a s I hope 1 s h a l l , 
a Commission must be made by Mr. Rowell, 
according to former precedents, and sent up 
h i t h e r f o r my s e a r e , to empower Mr. Chauncellor 
Burwell, Dr. Robert Grey, Mr. Richard Wrench, 

1. Hunter, 11; 110, 113; l a t t e r p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 196-7. 
2. Hunter, 11; 112. 
3. Hunter, 11; 117-8. 
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and Mr. George Davenport, to v i s i t my 
Diocess f o r me, and a p e c u l i a r Commission 
to Mr. Chauncellor Burwell alone ( i f there 
were no other joyned w i t h him i n the l a s t 
Commission granted to him) to v i s i t the 
Deane and Chapter.! 

The a r t i c l e s submitted to the seventh prebendary, B a s i r e , 

showed the f a m i l i a r p r e c i s i o n and a g a i n asked whether previous 
2 

admonitions and i n j u n c t i o n s had been a c t e d upon. Cosin's 

single-minded e x h o r t a t i o n s , c e a s e l e s s pressure and sharp 

a s p e r i t y had achieved much i n the previous ten y e a r s and more 

t r i v i a l matters were commanding a t t e n t i o n . B a s i r e ' s r e t u r n 

was concerned with the c a t h e d r a l roof which had been r e p a i r e d , 

the communion r a i l s and mats, and the churchyard, although 

the problem of absenteeism was s t i l l unsolved. He wrote 
t h a t I do f e a r e the u s u a l l non-residence of 
h a l f e the body con t r a r y to our S t a t u t e s i s 
s t i l l a malum omen of the decay, i f not r u i n e , 
of t h i s famous Church, p a r t l y through the abuse 
by s u r r e p t i o n , of the Royal1 Dispensations, 
p a r t l y through the usurpation of s e l f e dispen­
s a t i o n s , so frequent t h a t i t i s impossible f o r 
those few that r e s i d e to keep a Chapter s i n g u l i s 
qulndenis, and the burthen i s too heavy f o r three 
or foure to beare a l l the yeare long, a g a i n s t the 
r u l e of equity, good conscience, and to the great 
d i s t r a c t i o n and discouragement of those who do 
attend that s e r v i c e . 

1. Ornsby, I I , 278; Thomas Burwell was Chancellor of the Diocese 
of Durham, Mr. Rowell was Cosin's s o l i c i t o r , and Dr. Grey, 
Mr. Wrench and Mr. Davenport were prebendaries, probably 
p a r t i c u l a r l y t r u s t e d by Cosin. 

2. Hunter, 11; 116; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 288-9. 
3. Hunter, 11; 117; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 289-90. 
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As a consequence of t h i s , c a t h e d r a l sermons were f r e q u e n t l y 

s u p p l i e d by c u r a t e s , c o n t r a r y both to the s t a t u t e s and the 

Bishop's former i n j u n c t i o n s . Despite B a s i r e ' s customary 

gloom, apparently the c a t h e d r a l was i n most r e s p e c t s r e p a i r e d 

and r e f u r n i s h e d and many of the abuses checked. 

C o s i n envisaged a strong and a u t h o r i t a t i v e Church, 

encompassing a l l E n g l i s h C h r i s t i a n s , except Roman C a t h o l i c s 

and extreme s e c t a r i e s , r e s p e c t e d and r e v e r e d by a l l , and 

permeating s o c i e t y and commanding d i s c i p l i n e and s t a b i l i t y . 

He sought to a c h i e v e t h i s by a r e s t o r a t i o n of the d i g n i t y 

of the Church, embodied i n b e a u t i f u l e c c l e s i a s t i c a l b u i l d i n g s , 

s t a n d a r d i s e d d o c t r i n e and observed worship, and a reformation 

of the moral conduct of both c l e r g y and l a i t y . He b e l i e v e d 

that C h r i s t i a n l i f e would only a c h i e v e s e h t e n t i o u s regeneration 

by a powerful e c c l e s i a s t i c a l h i e r a r c h i c a l establishment 

p r a c t i s i n g and e n f o r c i n g orthodoxy. This was the purpose of 

h i s assiduous v i s i t a t i o n s , the a r t i c l e s f o r which were designed 

to be exarainatory and a l s o were intended to be d i d a c t i c . 

P r e s e n t a t i o n s were r e f e r r e d to the church cou r t s , and Cosin 

hoped t h a t by t h i s means, nonconformity and moral misbehaviour 

could be reduced. He succeeded i n some of h i s o b j e c t i v e s by 

p e r s i s t e n t i n d u s t r y and by the opprobrium and harassment he 

employed a g a i n s t o f f i c i a l s . Despite h i s advanced age and 

d e t e r i o r a t i n g h e a l t h , and the magnitude of the problems he 
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encountered, he achieved the r e s t o r a t i o n of some d i s c i p l i n e , 

but the system was dependent upon h i s personal c h a r a c t e r and 

labour. 

I I 

He was unable to r e c o n c i l e himself to the changed 

r e l i g i o u s c l i m a t e , nor was what he sought i n r e a l i t y a 

r e s t o r a t i o n of e a r l i e r c o n d i t i o n s . The Church which he aimed 

to e s t a b l i s h , with an emphasis upon ceremonial, r i t e s and 

Laudian d o c t r i n e s , could not embrace many who, before 1640, 

were t h e o r e t i c a l l y a t l e a s t , a p a r t of the Church of England. 

T h e i r experience of r e c e n t freedom and the l e g i s l a t i o n a f t e r 

1662 made the Anglican Church e x c l u s i v e i n nature, the l a r g e s t 

of many s e c t s . His d e s i r e f o r uniformity and order arose from 

a profound c o n v i c t i o n of the ri g h t e o u s n e s s of the doctrine s 

and p r a c t i c e s of the Church of England, and a b e l i e f i n the 

need f o r compliance and s t r i c t o r g a n i s a t i o n i n a C h r i s t i a n 

s o c i e t y . He was prepared to p r a c t i s e p e r s e c u t i o n , not as a 

r e s u l t of rancour, but of n e c e s s i t y . His b e l i e f i n order and 

conformity c o i n c i d e d with that of the government, although 

the two began from very d i f f e r e n t premises, the government 

regarding such as imperative f o r the p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y of 

s o c i e t y and as a bulwark a g a i n s t a recrudescence of f a n a t i c i s m , 

s o c i a l u n r e s t and i n s u r r e c t i o n . I n h i s e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 
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a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , f or pious r e l i g i o u s reasons, Cosin was a c t i n g 

i n the i n t e r e s t s of the c e n t r a l government. Therefore, he was 

the obvious candidate as a s e c u l a r r e p r e s e n t a t i v e i n the l o c a l i t y , 

and epitomised the p o s t - R e s t o r a t i o n a l l i a n c e of Church and S t a t e . 

Osmond recorded Cosin's appointment a s Lord-Lieutenant of 

the County P a l a t i n e of Durham on August 29th, 1661, and a t t r i ­

buted t h i s to h i s i n f l u e n t i a l p o s i t i o n as a landowner and temporal 

l o r d and to the f a c t that the p r a c t i c e was customary.''^ Strangely, 

S u r t e e s d i d not c r e d i t the Bishop with t h i s appointment, a t t r i -
2 

buting the p o s i t i o n to Thomas, Viscount Fauconberg. He was 

the nephew of John, Lord B e l l a s i s of Worlaby, a d i s t i n g u i s h e d 

R o y a l i s t , who became Lord-Lieutenant of the East R i d i n g and 

governor of H u l l , and Thomas, the second Viscount Fauconberg, 

was nominated as Lord-Lieutenant of the North Riding, despite 

h i s e a r l i e r a l l e g i a n c e to the Cromwellian regime.'' Lapsley 

s i m i l a r l y d i d not r e c o r d Cosin's appointment as Lord-Lieutenant, 

and wrote only of the d e c l i n e of the Bishop of Durham's i n f l u e n c e 
4 

in m i l i t a r y a f f a i r s i n the l a t e r seventeenth century. However, 

1. Osmond, 250. 

2. S u r t e e s , I , 147. 

3. H. Ayeling, 'Northern CathoMcs. The C a t h o l i c Recusants of 
the North Riding of Y o r k s h i r e , 1558-1790' (London, 1966), 
319; f o r d e t a i l s of the fami l y , see i b i d , passim, DNB and 
Sur t e e s , I , 202-4. 

4. Lap s l e y , 309. 
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c l e a r l y Cosin was made Lord-Lieutenant of Durham and undertook 

the d u t i e s demanded by t h i s position.''^ A l e t t e r to the Bishop 

of Durham of September 17th, 1661, confirmed the appointment 

and arranged t h a t ' a l l l e t t e r s and i n s t r u c t i o n s r e l a t i n g to 
2 

the Leivetenancy of Durham may be d i r e c t e d to your Lordshipp'. 

I t added that the appointment of the Deputy L i e u t e n a n t s , though 

the p r e r o g a t i v e of the Bishop, must be approved by the King.'' 

I t was i n the King's i n t e r e s t s f o r the Bishop to be 

Lord-Lieutenant of the county, so long as he was l o y a l to the 

government and the p o l i t i c a l order. Although the Bishop of 

Durham r e t a i n e d the r i g h t to appoint j u s t i c e s of the peace 

and other s e c u l a r o f f i c e r s , the Lieutenant was d i s t i n c t l y the 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of the Crown, and the Bishop had not always 
4 

been appointed to the Lieutenancy. Old p r a c t i c e s assume a 

d i f f e r e n t c h a r a c t e r i n changed circumstances; a f t e r 1660, the 

i n t e r e s t s of the King and Cosin were i n many r e s p e c t s c o i n c i d e n t , 

and j u s t a s he owed h i s e p i s c o p a l appointment not only to h i s 

r e l i g i o u s p i e t y and orthodoxy, but a l s o to h i s l o y a l t y to the 

1. F.W. Harding, 'Defence and S e c u r i t y Measures i n the County 
P a l a t i n e of Durham c h i e f l y i n the 17th Century from the 
Evidence of the Mickleton and Spearman Manuscripts', 
DUJ, 47 (1954-5), 113. H e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d to as 'Harding' 

2. DUL: CLB, vo l . 2 ; f.20; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 29. 

3. i b i d , 30; see a l s o Harding, 113. 

4. G.S. Thompson, 'Lord-Lieutenants i n the S i x t e e n t h Century' 
(London, 1923), 52-5. 
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r e s t o r e d regime, so too he was the immediate candidate for 

the Lieutenancy. I t was not d i s g u i s e d th a t bishops s t i l l 

were nominated f o r p o l i t i c a l reasons, and p o l i t i c a l and 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l f u n c t i o n s could s u c c e s s f u l l y combine and 

complement one another. Recusants and Nonconformists were 

regarded a s a danger to both Church and S t a t e , and i t was 

convenient to the c e n t r a l government i f a bishop could combine 

the apprehension and c o n v i c t i o n of such elements. Although 

subordinate to the S t a t e , the Church had a dominant i n f l u e n c e 

upon education, the p u l p i t was the prime disseminator of 

information i n the provinces a t the l o c a l l e v e l and often 

framed p o l i t i c a l opinions and hence l o y a l t y to the King, and 

a s a landowner and i n Parliament i t was an important power. 

Landownership gave the Bishop l o c a l p r e s t i g e ; t h i s was p a r t i c ­

u l a r l y t r u e i n the r i c h see of Durham with i t s p e c u l i a r p r i v i ­

l e g e s which enhanced the r e s p e c t the Bishop commanded. Nor 

could a bishop attempt to make the p o s i t i o n h e r e d i t a r y f o r 

h i s own f a m i l y , a p r a c t i c e which often caused the gentry to 

c l a s h with the government with regard to s e c u l a r o f f i c e s . ^ 

The Church was u s e f u l to the government i n p r o t e c t i n g the 

e s t a b l i s h e d order of s o c i e t y and i t s r u l i n g c l a s s , and the 

Bishop of Durham as Lord-Lieutenant symbolised the union. 

1. C. H i l l , 'Economic Problems of the Church', (Panther ed., 
London, 1971), 21. 
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For the s u c c e s s f u l and e f f e c t i v e f u l f i l m e n t of t h i s 

convenient coincidence of i n t e r e s t s , s e v e r a l c o n d i t i o n s had 

to be met. The Bishop was not l i m i t e d by a s e p a r a t i o n of 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and s e c u l a r j u r i s d i c t i o n and with the support 

of the King, could u n i t e the two o f f i c e s of government. For 

the King, i t was e s s e n t i a l t h a t the Bishop was d i l i g e n t i n 

h i s d u t i e s as Lord-Lieutenant, implemented the i n s t r u c t i o n s 

he was given and reported any i r r e g u l a r i t i e s and shortcomings. 

As the agent of c e n t r a l government, the Bishop, as Lie u t e n a n t , 

must share i t s p o l i t i c a l aims and i d e a l s of the r o y a l a u t h o r i t y 

and r e p r e s e n t i t i n an a r e a he knew w e l l . He must have the 

support of the l o c a l gentry, be surrounded by l o y a l members 

of i t i n the delegated o f f i c e s of the Lieutenancy, but not 

become an instrument of the l o c a l r u l i n g c l a s s , or a c t i n 

t h e i r i n t e r e s t s when they ran counter to the ambitions and 

p r a c t i c e s of the government. Only i f these conditions were 

f u l f i l l e d could the arrangement operate e f f e c t i v e l y and 

harmoniously. 

Cosin's d i l i g e n c e i n the p r a c t i c a l undertaking of h i s 

t a s k s as Lord-Lieutenant r e f l e c t e d the thoroughness of h i s 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and h i s v i s i t a t i o n s . Yet h i s 

in d u s t r y was not always e f f i c a c i o u s . Sometimes i t i s d i f f i c u l t 

to d i f f e r e n t i a t e h i s a c t i o n s as Bishop from those a s Lieutenant. 

I n 1665, he was a c t i n g as Bishop when he i n v e s t i g a t e d the 
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h o s p i t a l s of the Diocese, but the v i s i t a t i o n was i n i t i a t e d 

a t the express r e q u e s t of the King. 

'Having taken n o t i c e of many Complaynts 
concerning the i l l Governing of H o s p i t a l l s 
and misemploying of t h e i r Revenues', the 
King ordered a n a t i o n a l enquiry,^ 

The Archbishop of York wrote to Cosin and sent him the King's 
2 

l e t t e r and i n s t r u c t i o n s . The Bishop organised the enquiry 

and r e c e i v e d the answers of the masters of the s i x h o s p i t a l s 

i n the Diocese.'' He experienced some d i f f i c u l t y i n completing 

the rigorous demands of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n and apologised to 

the Archbishops of York and Canterbury f o r h i s delay, w h i l s t 
4 

h i s f i n a l answer was incomplete. On t h i s occasion, the King 

used the ep i s c o p a l system to make the enquiry f o r the Church 

c o n t r o l l e d the h o s p i t a l s . S i m i l a r l y , the King and Council 

i s s u e d an order on November 7th, 1666 f o r the c o l l e c t i o n of 

c o n t r i b u t i o n s w i t h i n the province of York f o r the r e l i e f of 

persons who had s u f f e r e d i n the Great F i r e ; Cosin organised 

the c o l l e c t i o n w i t h i n h i s jliocese and sent the money to the 

Lord Mayor of London.^ Although the most d e v a s t a t i n g e f f e c t s 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 46; 51; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 110. 
2. i b i d , 46; 55, 57; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 109-11. 
3. i b i d , 46; 63-7, 71, 82-3, 86-92, 97; p a r t i a l l y p r i n t e d i n 

Ornsby, I I , 138-42, 144-7. 
4. i b i d , 46; 223-4, 59-61. 
5. i b i d , 20; 6-8, 10-12. 



57 

of the plague of 1665-6 were experienced i n the south-east 

of England, i t was i n c i d e n t i n some ar e a s of Northumberland 

and Durham, the r e s u l t of the contact of the ports with London. 

Money was sent to the c a p i t a l f o r the r e l i e f of the i n f e c t e d , 

but help was needed i n South S h i e l d s , Gateshead, Sunderland, 

Newcastle, Jarrow, and the p e s t i l e n c e penetrated i n l a n d a s 

f a r as West Auckland and Witton-le-Wear. I t l i n g e r e d i n 

Newcastle u n t i l 1667, and on December 11th, 1666, the mayor 

and corporation wrote to the Bishop informing him t h a t , i n 

accordance w i t h h i s i n s t r u c t i o n s , c o l l e c t i o n s had been r a i s e d 

for the r e l i e f of the i n f e c t e d i n the kingdom, but pointing 

out that much was r e q u i r e d f o r such a purpose i n Newcastle 

i t s e l f . ^ The i m p l i c a t i o n was th a t the Bishop was prepared 

to put h i s duty to the King's requests before l o c a l needs. 

They begged pardon f o r t h e i r boldness, but had m i l d l y rebuked 

t h e i r Bishop's a c t i o n s . They had some j u s t i f i c a t i o n ; i n three 

months i n 1665, t h i r t y people died i n Sunderland alone, and 
2 

South S h i e l d s experienced comparable l o s s e s . 

A d e t a i l e d study has been made of the m i l i t a r y operations 

and arrangements of Cosin i n h i s c a p a c i t y as Lord-Lieutenant.'' 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 20; 1-3, 9. 
2. W.C. M i t c h e l l , 'History of Sunderland', (Sunderland, 1919), 

66; G.B. Hodgson, 'The Borough of South S h i e l d s from the 
e a r l i e s t period to the c l o s e of the Nineteenth Century', 
(Newcastle, 1903), 104-5; see a l s o Ornsby, I I , x x i v . 

3. Harding, 110-8; f o r background, see i b i d , 75-83. 
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These show him to have been a s t r o n g p e r s o n a l i t y who did not 

n e g l e c t h i s m i l i t a r y r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . He was expected to 

undertake a l l measures to preserve and enforce the King's 

peace, to secure and imprison a l l dangerous persons w i t h i n 

the Lieutenancy, and to keep f o r c e s i n r e a d i n e s s for e x t e r n a l 

t h r e a t s to the kingdom. Among the p r o v i s i o n s of the M i l i t i a 

Act of 1662, was the delegation to Lords-Lieutenant of powers 

of muster and m a r t i a l law, and a u t h o r i t y to t r a i n , e x e r c i s e 

and prepare m i l i t i a f o r c e s . ^ 

Cosin found the p r e s e r v a t i o n of law and order no easy 

matter. The discovery, development and r a m i f i c a t i o n s of the 
2 

Derwentdale P l o t i n 1663-4 taxed a l l h i s r e s o u r c e s . The 

attempt of l o c a l D i s s e n t e r s , i n league n a t i o n a l l y with 

supporters of the Good Old Cause, demanded that the Bishop 

organise t h e i r apprehension and imprisonment, and the co­

o r d i n a t i o n of m i l i t i a f o r c e s . T h i s Cosin worked hard to 

achieve.*^ But such an attempt presented formidable d i f f i ­

c u l t i e s ; i n the wake of the attempted i n s u r r e c t i o n , the Dean 

of C a r l i s l e , Guy Carleton, a Durham prebendary, i n a probably 

exaggerated claim, c r i t i c i s e d the Durham m i l i t i a , a s s e r t i n g 

1. 14 Car." I I , c. 3; J.R. Tanner, 'Ekiglish C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
C o n f l i c t s of the Seventeenth Century, 1603-89', (Cambridge, 
1928; r p r , 1971), 223-4. 

2. See below. Chapter 3. 
3. Harding, 113-5. 
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that i t was so s c a t t e r e d and d i s o r g a n i s e d t h a t t h i r t y good 

horse could capture the o f f i c i a l s and leading members of 

the gentry and e f f e c t i v e l y destroy i t a t a s t r o k e . ^ 

The y e a r s a f t e r 1660 were a troubled period, not only 
2 

i n the north-east. The continued e x i s t e n c e of deposits of 

arms and of disbanded s o l d i e r s t r a i n e d to use them, were the 

o r i g i n of a s e r i e s of alarms a t both n a t i o n a l and l o c a l l e v e l . 

The r e f u s a l of D i s s e n t e r s to accept the R e s t o r a t i o n Church 

settlement, and the v i o l e n t i n c l i n a t i o n s of e x t r e m i s t s among 

them, threw the shadow of s u s p i c i o n of r e b e l l i o u s i n t e n t over 

a l l Nonconformists, and coloured t h e i r c o n s c i e n t i o u s o b j e c t i o n s 

with d i s l o y a l t y to the S t a t e . Cosin and h i s Deputy Lieutenants 

organised musters and were instrumental i n the a r r e s t of various 

malcontents.'' The Bishop urged h i s o f f i c i a l s to be 'very 

w a t c h f u l l and circumspect', and to g i v e the r e b e l s no oppor­

t u n i t y to e f f e c t ' t h e i r wicked purposes and designes'; they 

were i n s t r u c t e d 
'to hinder a l l p u b l i c k Concourses of People ... 
to do your utmost endeavour to prevent or d i s c o v e r 
a l l c o n v e n t i c l e s held or designed to be held', i n 
order 'that you have s t r i c t eye over a l l d i s a f f e c t e d 
persons ... e s p e c i a l l y such a s you s h a l l observe to 
keep any Horse, Horses or Arms above t h e i r rank and 
q u a l i t y . ' 4 

1. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 381. 
2. For a d i s c u s s i o n of t h i s and the e f f e c t i v e n e s s of the m i l i t i a 

system, see J.R. Western, 'The E n g l i s h M i l i t i a i n the 
Eighteenth Century. The Story of a P o l i t i c a l I s s u e , 1660-1802 
(London, 1965), 3-51. H e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d to a s 'Western'. 

3. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 40-1 and passim. 
4. i b i d , 31; 28, no date; see below, 157. 
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Cosiu and h i s Deputies worked c l o s e l y with the Deputy 

Lieu t e n a n t s of Northumberland and Y o r k s h i r e to secure 

s e d i t i o u s persons and suppress r e b e l l i o u s elements i n 

1663-4.^ 

So f a r a s the government was concerned, the purpose 

of the m i l i t i a was to secur e the permanence of the Restora­

t i o n by a show of f o r c e and by the f r u s t r a t i o n of p l o t s and 

the r e p r e s s i o n of s e d i t i o n . By 1666, the f e a r of r e p u b l i c a n -

i n s p i r e d i n s u r r e c t i o n was d e c l i n i n g , and the incidence of 

reported p l o t t i n g decreasing. Cosin and o f f i c i a l s l i k e him 

played a s i g n i f i c a n t part i n the cause of t h i s , not by f l a w l e s s 

o r g a n i s a t i o n or t e c h n i c a l e f f i c i e n c y , which l e f t much to be 

d e s i r e d , but r a t h e r by the conspicuous mustering and adver­

t i s i n g of the m i l i t i a , by taking the o f f e n s i v e a g a i n s t l e a d e r s 

of the p l o t t e r s and breaking the s p i r i t of the movement. 

The Second Dutch War complicated o ld f e a r s and encouraged 

new ones. One worry was t h a t f o r e i g n enemies would c o a l e s c e 

with s e d i t i o u s elements a t home. A n t i p a t h i e s towards Roman 

C a t h o l i c s were provoked during the Great F i r e of London; 

Cosin was informed by Colonel Byerley, of Midridge Grange, 

Durham, and Goldsborough, Y o r k s h i r e , on September 8th, 1666, 
2 

tha t Frenchmen had i n s t i g a t e d the d e s t r u c t i o n . R i o t s i n 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 53, 58, 60-9; see below,157-65. 

2. CLB, 1; 157; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 155. 
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many p a r t s of the country a g a i n s t e x c e s s i v e unemployment 

and high t a x a t i o n i n the winter of 1666-7, aggravated the 

nervous condition of the a u t h o r i t i e s . ^ So d i d the r e b e l l i o n 

i n S c o t l a n d of l a t e November, 1666, of which Cosin was 
2 

informed i n a l e t t e r from the Bishop of Edinburgh. When 

the Dutch war began, a f e a r o f t e n expressed was that the 

enemy would j o i n f o r c e s with discontented s e c t a r i e s i n 

England.^ 

The government expected an i n v a s i o n by the Dutch f o r c e s 
and i n s t r u c t e d l o c a l o f f i c i a l s to be i n re a d i n e s s f o r such 

4 

an e v e n t u a l i t y . On May 29th, 1667, A r l i n g t o n wrote to the 

Lords-Lieutenant of the southern and e a s t e r n maritime counties, 

warning them of an imminent i n v a s i o n attempt and commanding 
5 

that the m i l i t i a be a l e r t e d . At about the same time, Cosin 

wrote to the Commanders of v o l u n t e e r s , informing them of the 

expected landing and ordering t h a t the m i l i t i a be r a i s e d and 

sent to the sea coast, t h a t i t be permanently a l e r t and ready 

to assemble a t s h o r t n o t i c e ; he added t h a t 
1. G. C l a r k , 'The L a t e r S t u a r t s , 1660-1714', (2nd ed., London, 

1956, r p r . 1965), 66. 
2. Ornsby, I I , 158-60; see a l s o R.C. Latham and W. Matthews, ed. 

'The Diary of Samuel Pepys', v o l . 7 , 1666 (London,1972), 
395-7. 

3. Western, 43; see below, 166-8. 
4. C.S.P.D., 1665-6, 466, 538. 
5. C.S.P.D., 1667, 130; p r i n t e d i b i d , x i i , and i n P.G. Rogers, 

'The Dutch i n the Medway', (London, 1970), 72. 
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'formerly wee have observed a t the Rendez-vous 
of your Voluntary Troops many of them were 
d e f e c t i v e i n t h e i r Armes and F u r n i t u r e , and 
c o n s i d e r i n g how much encouragement our enemies 
may take from the s l a c k n e s of our preparacons, 
and how great disadvantage i t may be to the King 
and Country's s e r v i c e i n case of such I n v a s i o n , ' 
t h i s must be r e c t i f i e d . ^ 

Considerable p r e p a r a t i o n s had a l r e a d y been made and c l e a r l y 
2 

the troops had been i n s u f f i c i e n t l y equipped. L o c a l o f f i c i a l s 

shared the government's f e a r s and undertook s e c u r i t y prepara­

tions.'' F a l s e alarms had i n c r e a s e d the sense of danger, as 

when, during a storm i n J u l y , 1666, a Dutch man-of-war had 
4 

come w i t h i n shot of H a r t l e p o o l . An engagement took p l a c e 

off the coast of South S h i e l d s the same month and there were 

other alarms.^ Preparations had a l s o been made i n Northumberland, 
6 

i n Norham and I s l a n d s h i r e , and a t Tynemouth C a s t l e . I n Newcastle 
on June 17th, 1667, 

the Common Council having taken i n t o account 
the general dangers threatening the nation 
ordered t h a t the w a l l s , gates and drawbridges 
be r e p a i r e d and r u b b i s h there removed and that 
canons and c a r r i a g e s were to be procured from 
the townships and planted thereupon."^ 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 36, no date. 
2. Harding, 115-6. 
3. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 20-5, 
4. CLE, 1; 153, 158; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 152-3, 155-6. 
5. G.B. Hodgson, 'The Borough of South S h i e l d s ...' (Newcastle, 

1903), 105-6. 
6. Mickleton and Spearman, 31^ 37; NCA, CCB, 1656-1722, 97 v. 
7. NCA, CCB, 1656-1722, 98. 
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Constables were to survey and r e c o r d a l l powder, b a l l and 

match i n the town, none was to be allowed to leave and sub­

s c r i p t i o n s were to be requested f o r the common s e c u r i t y . 

Such precautions and preparations continued throughout the 

supposed emergency, musters were h e l d r e g u l a r l y and Cosin 

and h i s deputies, p a r t i c u l a r l y S i r G i l b e r t Gerard and S i r 

Thomas Davison, d i d a l l i n t h e i r power to produce an e f f i c i e n t 

d efensive f o r c e f o r organised resistance.''^ 

Cosin recognised the interdependence and mutual i n t e r e s t s 

of Church and S t a t e . He saw h i s t a s k s a s Bishop and as L o r d -

Lieutenant as two parts of a whole - the re-establishment of 

order and d i s c i p l i n e i n a s o c i e t y which had become d i s o r i e n t a t e d 

and a n a r c h i c a l . As r e l i g i o u s r a d i c a l s and e x t r e m i s t s were a 

danger and t h r e a t to the Church settlement and the p o l i t i c a l 

peace, h i s duty was to enforce both. Cosin knew the Church 

could not be s a f e without the p o l i t i c a l s ettlement, which he 

was bound, a s an e c c l e s i a s t i c , to safeguard. So he f u l f i l l e d 

the government's i n t e n t i o n of s e c u r i n g the s o c i a l and p o l i t i c a l 

order of s o c i e t y . He was a u s e f u l agent of the government and 

a purposeful upholder of i t . He followed i m p l i c i t l y the 

i n s t r u c t i o n s which were c o n t i n u a l l y being i s s u e d from London, 

and passed on the demands to the executors of h i s a u t h o r i t y . I n 

i t s s e r i e s of c i r c u l a r s , the government did not f a i l to remind 

1. Harding, 116-7; Gerard and Davison were S h e r i f f s of Durham, 
see Ornsby, I I , 11 n, 3G n; f o r l o c a l defensive measures 
w i t h i n t h e i r n a t i o n a l context, see Western, 41-51. 
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the Lieutenants of the imperative need for v i g i l a n c e and the 

continuance of the system of s t a n d i n g guards. Cosin always 

f u l l y reported developments i n the B i s h o p r i c to the c e n t r a l 

government. A f t e r he had used the m i l i t i a to a r r e s t s e d i t i o u s 

persons i n March, 1663, on A p r i l 3rd he r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from 

Whitehall thanking him and the Deputy Lieutenants f o r t h e i r 

speed and d e c i s i o n 

touching a dangerous designe of d i v e r s 
s e d i t i o u s persons w i t h i n your Lieutenancy. 
And we r e t u r n e our hearty thanks f o r your 
Care and timely informacon thereof. 

The l e t t e r included h i s Majesty's g r a t e f u l thanks, and a d v i s e d 

the maintenance of circumspection and any f u r t h e r necessary 

a r r e s t s and examinations.''^ Clarendon voiced the same sentiments 

of the need f o r 'utmost d i l i g e n c e and v i g i l a n c e ' i n a l e t t e r to 
2 

the Durham j u s t i c e s of the peace on March 25th, 1665. Although 

the techniques, equipment and turn-out of the m i l i t i a were not 

always s u f f i c i e n t to meet requirements, Cosin was t i r e l e s s i n 

t r y i n g to a c h i e v e them.'' The government m i n i s t e r s wanted 

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s i n the counties who shared t h e i r aims and would 

f u r t h e r t h e i r p o l i c i e s . The Bishop of Durham was t h e i r a l l y 

1. PRO; SP Dom/29, vol.70; f.58 and PRO; PCR, vol.56; f.373; 
see below, 155. 

2. Hunter, 11; 102. 
3. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 34, 71-3, 95, 97-9. 
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and t h e i r instrument and worked to secure s t a b i l i t y i n the 

north, which was e s s e n t i a l f o r h i s i n t e r e s t s and t h e i r s . 

For the system to operate smoothly, i t was e s s e n t i a l 

for the Lord-Lieutenant to be a d v i s e d and supported by l o y a l 

o f f i c e r s , and to command the r e s p e c t and help of the l o c a l 

gentry. Only w i t h the a c t i v e support of the gentlemen and 

landowners of the County could the m i l i t i a be an e f f e c t i v e 

f o r c e , and ther e f o r e the l e g a l and m i l i t a r y systems c a r r i e d 

out e f f i c a c i o u s l y . Cosin i n p a r t owed h i s appointments to 

h i s previous a s s o c i a t i o n with the P a l a t i n a t e and h i s knowledge 

of i t . His marriage i n 1626 to Frances, the daughter of 

Marmaduke B l a k i s t o n of Newton H a l l , near Durham, an i n f l u ­

e n t i a l and p l u r a l i s t member of the chapter, a l l i e d him to 

one of the most a n c i e n t and re s p e c t e d gentry f a m i l i e s i n 

the B i s h o p r i c . ^ So long as the gentry remained convinced 

that the Bishop shared and looked a f t e r t h e i r i n t e r e s t s , they 

continued to support him; g e n e r a l l y , i n the p r e s e r v a t i o n of 

law and order, the e r a d i c a t i o n of d i s s i d e n t elements and the 

opposition to a f o r e i g n enemy, the Bishop's, the c e n t r a l 

government's and t h e i r own i n t e r e s t s c oincided. Nor d i d the 

Bishop's a c t i v i t i e s i n attempting to impose conformity to the 

r e l i g i o u s settlement c o n f l i c t with t h e i r personal c o n s i d e r a t i o n s , 

1. Ornsby, I , x v i - x v i i ; Hutchinson, I , 533. 
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except i n the case of a minority of Recusants and Nonconformists, 

I t was only when the r e l a t i o n s h i p was soured by the controversy 

over the parliamentary r e p r e s e n t a t i o n of the P a l a t i n a t e between 

Cosin and l e a d i n g members of the gentry a f t e r 1666, that the 

co-operation became s t r a i n e d . ^ Without such j o i n t operation, 

mutual t r u s t and credence, the machinery of l o c a l government 

was unworkable. 

F o r t u n a t e l y , the p o s i t i o n s of deputy l i e u t e n a n t , s h e r i f f 

and t h e i r a s s i s t a n t o f f i c e r s and the d i s t i n c t i o n of j u s t i c e of 

the peace commanded d i g n i t y and p r e s t i g e i n the l o c a l i t i e s , 

and such o f f i c e r s u s u a l l y took t h e i r f u n c t i o n s s e r i o u s l y , not 

l e a s t f o r reasons of s e l f - i n t e r e s t . S o c i a l l y , economically 

and p o l i t i c a l l y , a s l e a d i n g members of the p r o p e r t i e d gentry, 

the o f f i c e r s had most to los e by the c o l l a p s e of t h e i r l e g a l 

a u t h o r i t y and hence the e s t a b l i s h e d order. The Bishop, a s 

Lord-Lieutenant, was a b l e to choose h i s own o f f i c i a l s so long 

a s the choice was acceptable to the King. A l e t t e r from S i r 

Henry Bennet, of October 29th, 1663, s t a t e d t h a t 

His Majesty doth very w e l l approve of S i r 
F r a n c i s Bowes to be one of the Deputy 
Li e u t e n a n t s f o r the County I ^ l a t i n e of 
Durham, and t h a t the Rt. Reverend Fa t h e r 
i n God the Lord Bishop of Durham h i s 
Ma j e s t i e s Lieutenant of t h a t County give 
order f o r the i s s u e i n g out h i s Deputacion 
accordingly.2 

1. See below. Chapter 4. 
2, Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 16-7; Harding, 113. 
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T h i s was u s u a l l y a f o r m a l i t y but a u s e f u l check. Presumably, 

with h i s accustomed c a r e , Cosin chose men of i n d u s t r y and 

l o y a l t y . They worked c l o s e l y w ith him and undertook the 

everyday a f f a i r s of s u p e r v i s i o n , o r g a n i s a t i o n , i n t e l l i g e n c e 

and a r r e s t . In a meeting a t Auckland C a s t l e on J u l y 3rd, 

1666, between the Bishop and most of h i s Deputy L i e u t e n a n t s , 

d e t a i l e d arrangements were made concerning the m i l i t i a , i n 

accordance with the King's i n s t r u c t i o n s . ^ The orders were 

signed by Cosin, Nicholas Cole, Ralph Davison, Cuthbert C a r r , 
2 

John H i l t o n , John Tempest and Anthony Byer l e y . 

Although Cosin was no diplomat, l e a s t of a l l with the 

gentry as the i s s u e of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n demonstrated, f o r the 

f i r s t y e a r s of h i s episcopate and lieutenancy events were on 

h i s s i d e . The u n c e r t a i n nature of the p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s 

settlement and the legacy of the pre-1660 s i t u a t i o n , and i t s 

culmination i n the Derwentdale p l o t , compelled the gentry to 

a s s i s t the Bishop i n h i s attempts to reduce conspiracy and 

enforce d i s c i p l i n e . I n the aftermath of the r e v e l a t i o n of 

the p l o t the gentry pledged t h e i r support f o r the Bishop's 

measures. On January 14th, 1664, a t the General Quarter S e s s i o n s 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 71-2; C.S.P.D., 1665-6, 466, 
for the King's l e t t e r of June 27th. 

2. For d e t a i l s of these o f f i c e r s , see Ornsby, I I , 210 n, 211 n, 
155-6 n, and f o r a l i s t of P a l a t i n a t e o f f i c e r s , see 
Hutchinson, I , 553-4 n; see a l s o the u s e f u l biographies of 
lea d i n g members of the gentry, e t c . i n M.S. C h i l d s , 'Prelude 
to Revolution: the S t r u c t u r e of P o l i t i c s i n County Durham, 
1678-88', (Ph.D. T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland, 1972), 517 f f 
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held a t Durham, 'A Voluntary and f r e e Agreement' was 'made f o r 

the b e t t e r p r e s e r v i n g of h i s Majesty's peace, and the s a f e t y of 

h i s l o y a l l s u b j e c t s i n t h i s County.'^ The s u b s c r i b e r s acknowledged 

r e c e n t ' P l o t t s and devices of d i v e r s d i s a f f e c t e d persons', and 

'in testimony of the true a f f e c t i o n and z e a l e ' they had promised 

tha t i n a future comparable s i t u a t i o n , 

upon any n o t i c e or summons given us by h i s 
Majesty's a u t h o r i t y from the Lord L i e u t e n a n t 
or Deputy L i e u t e n a n t s of t h i s County, wee and 
every one of us, from time to time w i l l be 
ready with our Horses and Armes, and with a l l the 
fr e e a s s i s t a n c e t h a t wee can procure from our 
neighbours, to r e p a i r e unto such p l a c e or p l a c e s 
as s h a l be appointed us, and a t our owne voluntary 
charge, f o r the space of so many dayes (more or 
l e s s e a s need s h a l l r e q u i r e ) to r e c e i v e and fol l o w 
such orders as s h a l l be given us by the a u t h o r i t y 
a f o r e s a i d , f o r the suppressing of a l l I n s u r r e c t i o n s 
and s e d i t i o u s designes e i t h e r of Quakers or Ana­
b a p t i s t s or other d i s a f f e c t e d or d i s l o y a l l persons 
i n t h i s County. 

This was to be i n a d d i t i o n to 

the common charge imposed upon us by Act of 
Parliament f o r the ordering and maintaining of 
the M i l i t i a . 

The undertaking was signed by l e a d i n g members of the gentry of 

the P a l a t i n a t e . F orces were organised w i t h i n the s e v e r a l wards 
2 

of the County, Subsequently, s i m i l a r voluntary s u b s c r i p t i o n s 
were made throughout the County."^ The a u t h o r i t i e s i n Northumberland 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 77. 

2. Harding, 114. 

3. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 75, 76, 78, 80-2, 84, 86, 88-9, 
and 91; 12. 
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and Newcastle had pledged t h e i r support i n the summer and 

autumn of 1663,^ 

Co-operation continued during the y e a r s a f t e r the p l o t 

as new f e a r s were voiced and Whitehall continued to recommend 

v i g i l a n c e . Despite the s t r a i n imposed by the argument over 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , the xenophobic passions aroused by the Dutch 

War s t i m u l a t e d the s u r v i v a l of the r e l a t i o n s h i p . During the 

l a s t y e a r s of h i s l i f e , d e s p i te Cosin's absence from the l i o c e s e , 

he s t i l l i s s u e d i n s t r u c t i o n s regarding h i s charges from London 
2 

through h i s s e c r e t a r y and deputies. 

The R e s t o r a t i o n settlement combined with the a n c i e n t 

t r a d i t i o n s and i n s t i t u t i o n s of the County P a l a t i n e made i t 

convenient for the c e n t r a l government to work with the Bishop 

i n measures f o r defence and s e c u r i t y . The e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and 

s e c u l a r a s p e c t s of h i s a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and j u r i s d i c t i o n were 

seen as united parts of a s i n g l e a u t h o r i t y . When the Bishop's 

i n t e r e s t s r e f l e c t e d the King's the one supported the other, 

and, even though Cosin was s i n g u l a r l y j e a l o u s of P a l a t i n a t e 

r i g h t s , these r a r e l y clashed with government p o l i c i e s . But 

only w i t h the a c t i v e p a r t i c i p a t i o n and goodvdll of the l o c a l 

gentry and t h e i r r e s o u r c e s and i n f l u e n c e could the machinery 

of l o c a l government f u n c t i o n e f f i c i e n t l y . 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 68-9. 
2. Ornsby, I I , 208 f f ; h i s correspondence from London was v a s t ; 

see CLB, v o l s . 4, 5, passim. 
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I n the church c o u r t s , Cosin attempted to enforce 

moral d i s c i p l i n e and p e n a l i s e those who would not conform 

to the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l settlement. L i s t s of excommunicated 

persons f i g u r e d f r e q u e n t l y i n the p r e s e n t a t i o n s made a f t e r 

the v i s i t a t i o n s . Despite the i r o n d i s c i p l i n e he worked to 

employ, he was capable of sympathetic a c t i o n s . The Bishop 

a l s o saw himself as a temporal l o r d . The r i g h t s and p r i v i l e g e s 

of the County P a l a t i n e of Durham and the s p e c i a l p o s i t i o n of 

i t s Bishop, which Cosin t r i e d so v a l i a n t l y and t r u c u l e n t l y 

to preserve, were i n many r e s p e c t s a myth. Though during 

the dispute over r e p r e s e n t a t i o n he claimed 'Breve Regis non 

c u r r i t i n Comitatu P a l a t i n o Dunelmensi', the t r u t h was of a 
2 

d i f f e r e n t nature. The claimed independent l e g a l c h a r a c t e r 

of the I ^ l a t i n a t e was i n r e a l i t y i l l u s o r y , Cosin r e t a i n e d 

the trappings of a P r i n c e Bishop and l i v e d i n grandiose circum­

s t a n c e s , but t h i s was only the semblance of power, of which the 

King commanded the substance. The Bishop of Durham was per­

mitted those j u r i s d i c t i o n a l powers which were u n l i k e l y to 

c o n f l i c t with the government's i n t e r e s t s , to perpetuate the 

t h e o r e t i c a l independent nature of the P a l a t i n a t e , but very 

l i t t l e of importance escaped the Crown's j u r i s d i c t i o n . As i t 

1. i b i d , xxxiv-xxxv. 

2. Hunter, 24; see below, 194. 
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was imperative to the government to secu r e the co-operation 

of the Bishop a f t e r 1660, i t was content to defer to him as 

a conventional courtesy, but r e a l l y Cosin could only approve 

what had a l r e a d y been decided. 

The Bishop of Durham had enjoyed power to i s s u e w r i t s 

i n h i s own name, t r y c r i m i n a l o f fences and pardon, u n t i l the 

Act of 1536.^ A f t e r t h a t date, the peace of the Bishop was 

re p l a c e d by t h a t of the King, who assumed j u d i c i a l supremacy 

i n a l l the f r a n c h i s e s of the B i s h o p r i c . Although the i n s t i ­

t u t i o n s and o r g a n i s a t i o n of P a l a t i n a t e courts remained, appeal 

a g a i n s t t h e i r judgements was to the King's Bench. Commissions 

of a s s i z e and gaol d e l i v e r y were i s s u e d by the Crown and the 

Bishop of Durham granted a warrant to r e i s s u e them to the 

c i r c u i t judges. The King appointed the j u d i c i a l o f f i c e r s of 

the County and a l l l e g a l processes r a n i n h i s name. I n p r a c t i c a l 

terms the P a l a t i n a t e had been a s s i m i l a t e d i n t o the c i r c u i t system. 

The Bishop of Durham s t i l l had the r i g h t to recommend the persons 

to be i n s e r t e d i n the Durham gaol d e l i v e r y to the Lord C h a n c e l l o r 
2 

before each a s s i z e . As Custos Rotulorum the Bishop s a t with 

the judges a t the a s s i z e s , but i t was l a r g e l y an honorary p o s i t i o n . 

1. 27, Henry V I I I , c 24. 
2. J.S. Cockburn, 'A History of the E n g l i s h A s s i z e s , 1558-1714', 

(Cambridge, 1972), 43-4. 

3. i b i d , 59-60, 67; see a l s o M.S. C h i l d , 'Prelude to Revolution: 
the S t r u c t u r e of P o l i t i c s i n County Durham, 1678-88', (Ph.D. 
T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland, 1972), 1-8. 
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On the northern c i r c u i t the judges t r a v e l l e d to H u l l , York, 

Durham, Newcastle, C a r l i s l e and Appleby, and were e n t e r t a i n e d 

r e g a l l y by the Bishop a t Durham before going i n ceremony and 

s t a t e to Newcastle,^ The a s s i z e s were h e l d twice a year. 

T r a v e l l i n g was hazardous and the judges had to be guided and 

protected by the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . The cases which were d e a l t 

with r e f l e c t e d the l a w l e s s n e s s of the time. S e d i t i o u s words, 

conspiracy and w i t c h c r a f t were common of f e n c e s . Violence \*as 

endemic and they t r i e d o f f ences of highway robbery, c a t t l e -
2 3 s t e a l i n g , d u e l l i n g , murder and a r s o n . P e n a l t i e s were severe^ 

I n matters of l o c a l government and i n t h e i r a d j u d i c a t i o n i n 

dispu t e s the dean and chapter were important, and the Bishop's 
4 

Chancellor and the archdeacons j o i n e d Cosin as m a g i s t r a t e s . 

The Act of 1536 had l e f t some powers to the Bishop. He 

had h i s own Court of Chancery and by a patent appointed the 

s h e r i f f , under s h e r i f f , county c l e r k , gaoler, the c l e r k of the 

crown, the protonary, the c l e r k of the peace, the c u r s i t o r and 

other o f f i c i a l s . ^ His temporal c o u r t s included a Court of Pleas 

and v a r i o u s f i n e s and r e c o v e r i e s f e l l to him, and he could preside 

1. i b i d , 46; DCY, v i i i - x . 
2. DCY, 99-100, 154-7, 184, 187-9, and passim; see below, 125-7. 
3. i b i d , xxxv-xxxvi. 
4. G.B. Hodgson, 'The Borough of South S h i e l d s ' (Newcastle, 1903), 

106-13. 
5. NLC, 54; see Anon., 'The P r a c t i c e of the Court of Chancery of 

the County P a l a t i n e of Durham' (Sunderland, 1807). 
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i n any of h i s j u d i c i a l c o u r t s . ^ The Bishop drew revenues 

from f e r r i e s and f a i r s and had r i g h t s over some boroughs and 

granted c h a r t e r s to g i l d s . Within the P a l a t i n a t e , the Bishop 

had the r o y a l j u r i s d i c t i o n of a d m i r a l t y and r e c e i v e d the dues 

and p r o f i t s involved, which belonged to the King elsewhere. 

I n 1671, Cosin e x e r c i s e d h i s r i g h t s to a wreck on the coast 

a t Easington, although there was some d i f f i c u l t y c l a r i f y i n g 
2 

the l e g a l p o s i t i o n . But Cosin was c l u t c h i n g a t the remnants 

of the powers of a P r i n c e Bishop, which had been eroded for 

many y e a r s . He did not r e g a i n the r i g h t to wardship and other 

feudal dues, which had been l o s t during the Commonwealth.'' I t 

was h i s appointment as Lord-Lieutenant of the County which i n 

r e a l i t y was r e s p o n s i b l e f o r h i s s e c u l a r power and gave him 

p r e s t i g e and a u t h o r i t y , and t h i s nomination was made d i r e c t l y 

by the King and bore no r e l a t i o n to any r i g h t s or p r i v i l e g e s 

of the County P a l a t i n e . 

1. NLC, 54-8. 

2. Ornsby, I I , 274-8, 280-1. 

3. Hutchinson, I , 539. 
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CHAPTER TWO 

THE DEVELOPMENT OF NONCONFORMITY 

Before d i s c u s s i n g Cosin's attempts to r e s t r i c t and destroy Non­

conformity and h i s personal a t t i t u d e towards i t s c h i e f advocates and 

adherents, i t i s necessary to t r a c e the growth of Dissent and the 

extent of i t s i n c i d e n c e before and a f t e r 1660. I t i s not wi t M n the 

b r i e f of t h i s work to d i s c u s s the occurrence of Roman Ca t h o l i c i s m , 

i n the forms of Recusancy and o c c a s i o n a l conformity, Mqst c a t h o l i c s 

found i t impossible to conform to the e s t a b l i s h e d system before, 

during or a f t e r the C i v i l War and Interregnum, although some found 

i t expedient to compromise t h e i r consciences and conform outwardly 

to the Anglican Church a f t e r 1660 f o r reasons of s o c i a l and economic 

s e c u r i t y . The north was t r a d i t i o n a l l y c o n s e r v a t i v e i n r e l i g i o u s 

matters, and Cosin was presented w i t h many p a p i s t s i n h i s diocesan 

v i s i t a t i o n s . At no time during the period under c o n s i d e r a t i o n was 

there any t h e o r e t i c a l t o l e r a t i o n of Roman C a t h o l i c s and they continued 

to be regarded as a s e r i o u s t h r e a t to both Church and State,''^ 

1, For a f u l l d e f i n i t i o n of the l e g a l p o s i t i o n of Roman C a t h o l i c s , 
see J,A, Williams, ' E n g l i s h C a t h o l i c i s m under Charles I I : the 
l e g a l p o s i t i o n ' , RH, v o l . 7 (1963-4), 123-43; f o r a t t i t u d e s to 
C a t h o l i c i s m before the C i v i l War, see R. C l i f t o n , 'Fear of 
Popery' i n C. R u s s e l l , ed., 'The O r i g i n s of the E n g l i s h C i v i l 
War' (London, 1973), 144-167; and a f t e r 1660, see J.P. Kenyon, 
'The Popish P l o t ' (London, 1972), 1-31; f o r a sympathetic 
a p p r a i s a l of the extent of C a t h o l i c i s m , see B. Magee, 'The E n g l i s 
Recusants. A Study of the Post-Reformation C a t h o l i c s S u r v i v a l 
and the Operation of the Recusancy Laws' (London, 1938); and see 
a l s o D. Mathew, 'Catholicism i n England, 1535-1935. P o r t r a i t of 
a minority, i t s c u l t i i r e and t r a d i t i o n ' (London, 1936); K.J. 
L i n d l e y , 'The Lay C a t h o l i c s of England i n the r e i g n of Charles I ' 
JEH, vol.22 (1971), 199-221; M.J. Havran, 'The C a t h o l i c s i n 
Ca r o l i n e England' (London, 1962). For Roman C a t h o l i c i s m i n the 
north- e a s t , see H. Aveling, 'Northern C a t h o l i c s . The C a t h o l i c 
Recusants of the North Riding-of Y o r k s h i r e , 1558-1790' (London, -
1966); NLC, 361-3; W.V. Smith, 'C a t h o l i c Tyneside from the begin­
ning of "the Reformatibh to the R e s t o r a t i o n of the" Hierarchy i 
1534-1850' (Newcastle, 1930), esp. 45-70, 85; PSAN, 3rd s e r i e s , 
vol.4 (1911), 27-8; SS passim; f o r p r e s e n t a t i o n s a f t e r 1660, see 
below Appendix, Tables A-C; Rogan, 95-6; f o r the continuing 
s t r e n g t h of Roman Ca t h o l i c i s m , see M.S. C h i l d , 'Prelude to Revo­
l u t i o n : the S t r u c t u r e of P o l i t i c s i n County Durham, 1678-88' 
(Ph.D. T h e s i s . Ilni 

T o r \ r\ r% 
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Before the C i v i l War, P u r i t a n p r a c t i c e s and sympathisers 

a t the p a r o c h i a l l e v e l were r a r e l y a potent f o r c e or s e r i o u s 

t h r e a t to the Ang l i c a n h i e r a r c h y i n the north-east, although \ 

i n some a r e a s , p a r t i c u l a r l y the upland regions and more remote 

v a l l e y s of western Durham and northern and western Northumberland, 

there was sometimes a chronic shortage of t r a i n e d m i n i s t e r s f o r 

p a s t o r a l care and inadequate e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c o n t r o l . I n the 

e a r l y seventeenth century a r c h i e p i s c o p a l a u t h o r i t y was not a p p l i e d 

v i g o r o u s l y , a l l o w i n g a s i g n i f i c a n t P u r i t a n movement to take roots 

i n Y o r k s h i r e , but i n the 1630s Archbishop N e i l e widened the scope 

of h i s e a r l i e r e f f o r t s i n the Diocese of Durham, and devoted 

himself with c o n s i d e r a b l e success to de s t r o y i n g P u r i t a n a c t i v i s t s 

and movements. •'̂  I n the Diocese of Durham, to a degree g r e a t e r 

than was usual elsewhere, the a l l i a n c e of the e a r l y S t u a r t s and 

the Church was e f f e c t i v e , and the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n r e a l i s e d by the 

bishops' o f t e n enjoying m i l i t a r y and s e c u l a r f u n c t i o n s together 

with t h e i r e c c l e s i a s t i c a l j u r i s d i c t i o n . T h i s made the c o n t r o l 

of Puritanism more p o s s i b l e . 

The f a i l u r e of P u r i t a n movements to make any meaningful 

impression upon the r e l i g i o u s l i f e of the gre a t e r part of the 

1. C. H i l l , 'The World Turned Upside Down. R a d i c a l Ideas during 
the E n g l i s h Revolution' (London, 1972), 60; for Y o r k s h i r e 
Puritanism, see J.A. Newton, 'Puritanism i n the Diocese of 
York (e x c l u d i n g Nottinghamshire), 1603-40' (Ph.D. T h e s i s , 
U n i v e r s i t y of London, 1955). 

2. M.E. James, 'The S i x t e e n t h and Seventeenth C e n t u r i e s ' i n 
DCCT, 221; Harding, 78-83, 110-3. 
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north-east a t the l o c a l l e v e l i s p a r t i c u l a r l y s u r p r i s i n g , 

c o n s i d e r i n g t h a t , i n a v a r i e t y of ways, the Anglican Church 

was weak. P a r i s h e s were f r e q u e n t l y too l a r g e to be c o n t r o l l e d 

e f f e c t i v e l y , and whole areas were f a r removed i n place and time 

from the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c e n t r e s of government and v i r t u a l l y 

i n a c c e s s i b l e . No doubt here many unorthodox p r a c t i c e s from 

an e a r l i e r age s u r v i v e d but never came w i t h i n the cognisance 

of the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . There were i n s u f f i c i e n t 

m i n i s t e r s and many of the c l e r g y were of an educational l e v e l 

inadequate f o r t h e i r p o s i t i o n and f u n c t i o n s . ^ The Church 

exacerbated t h i s s i t u a t i o n by the p r a c t i c e s of p l u r a l i s m , 

nepotism and absenteeism. Cosin's p l u r a l i s t i c b enefices have 

been recorded, and although I s a a c B a s i r e claimed t h a t , having 

searched the c a t h e d r a l r e g i s t e r , he had found t h a t never once 

did Cosin, as prebendary, c l a i m a d i s p e n s a t i o n but was s c r u p u l o u s l y 

a t t e n t i v e to the r i g h t s , p r i v i l e g e s and a n t i q u i t i e s of the Church, 

and d e s p i t e h i s work a t Brancepeth, h i s commitments outside the 

County would have meant t h a t , i n some p a r i s h e s , he would have 
2 

neglected p a s t o r a l d u t i e s and been permanently non-resident. 

1. Howell, 65-6. 

2. See above, 17-8 ; Hutchinson, I , 533; see a l s o the p l u r a l i s m 
of Cosin's f a t h e r - i n - l a w , Marmaduke B l a k i s t o n , Ornsby, I , 
82, 160. 
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The s i t u a t i o n i n these r e s p e c t s d i d not change a t the Resto­

r a t i o n , and the p r e s t i g e and i n f l u e n c e of the Church was f u r t h e r 

s e r i o u s l y hampered by the r u i n e d and decayed f a b r i c of many 

churches, the shortage of s u i t a b l y q u a l i f i e d m i n i s t e r s f o l l o w i n g 

the e j e c t i o n s and r e s i g n a t i o n s of many incumbents, widespread 

impropriations, d i s s e n t i n g i n f l u e n c e s and i n s u f f i c i e n t l e g a l 

s a n c t i o n s for the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . Though such 

abuses a s p l u r a l i s m and absenteeism were most common i n c a t h e d r a l 

chapters, the repercussions must have been s e r i o u s a t the p a r o c h i a l 

l e v e l . Evidence of the inadequate p r o v i s i o n of p a s t o r a l super­

v i s i o n i n the p a r i s h e s was i l l u s t r a t e d by the information presented 

to the Long Parliament i n 1642 concerning Muggleswick and adjacent 

areas by George L i l b u r n e , mayor of Sunderland.''^ The complaint 

was that 

we a r e a people i n t h a t our p a r i s h of Mugleswicke 
who have beene d e s t i t u t e of a preaching M i n i s t e r ; 
yea, ever s i n c e any of us t h a t now a r e breathing 
were borne, to our s o u l e s g r e a t g r i e f e and dreadful 
hazard of d e s t r u c t i o n ; n e i t h e r i s i t our case alone, 
but a l s o ten, yea or twelve P a r i s h e s a l l adjoyning, 
are i n l i k e manner void of the meanes of s a l v a t i o n , 
whose case and condition i s deepely to be deplored ... 

One John Dury was appointed by the Durham chapter but he was 

r e j e c t e d by the p a r i s h i o n e r s 

because wee knew him to be no Preacher, and h i s l i f e 
and conversation scandalous, and had two p l a c e s a t 
t h a t present a l r e a d y . 

1. 'A Most Lamentable Information of P a r t of the Grievances of 
Mugleswick Lordship i n the B i s h o p r i c k of Durham', quoted i n 
S u r t e e s , I I , 388-9; see a l s o Howell, 67. 
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A f t e r there had been no m i n i s t e r f o r a year, the congregation 

independently found one, but he was unacceptable to the e c c l e s i ­

a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s who nominated one Bradley, who was condemned 

as 'one of the most deboist amongst the sonnes of men' and 

a l l e g e d l y r efused to undertake h i s preaching and p a s t o r a l d u t i e s . ^ 

P u r i t a n sympathisers i n the Durham chapter were l e d by 

Peter Smart who conducted a p r o t r a c t e d and b i t t e r campaign a g a i n s t 
2 

Cosin and h i s Laudian a s s o c i a t e s . Despite the p r a c t i c a l n e u t r a l i t y 

of Bishop Morton (1632-46) who, though outwardly orthodox i n h i s 

views, was p a s s i v e l y sympathetic to the P u r i t a n movement, Laudian 

i n f l u e n c e s i n c r e a s i n g l y dominated the Durham chapter, and they 

attempted to implement Archbishop N e i l e ' s i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r the 

s u s t a i n e d r e p r e s s i o n of P u r i t a n s i n the Diocese, However, the 

P u r i t a n s bided t h e i r time, and a consequence was t h a t , a f t e r 

the f a l l of Newcastle i n October, 1644 and the c o l l a p s e of 

R o y a l i s t c o n t r o l i n the a r e a , there was a measure of support 

f o r the Parliamentary cause from a s e c t i o n of the Church party 

which had been a l i e n a t e d by the Arminianism of Cosin and h i s 

supporters."' Other i n t e r e s t s were s u r f a c i n g and becoming i n c r e a ­

s i n g l y v o c a l . George L i l b u r n e , the Mayor of Sunderland who had 

1. S u r t e e s , I I , 388; f o r Bradley and Dury, see A.G. Matthews, 
'Walker Revised. Being a R e v i s i on of tJohn Walker's S u f f e r i n g s 
of the Clergy during the Grand R e b e l l i o n ' (Oxford, 1948), 139-41 

2. Osmond, 32-110; Hutchinson, I , 534-6. 
3. For the f a l l of Newcastle, see Howell, 159-68. 
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presented the Muggleswick p e t i t i o n , a r i c h and powerful merchant, 

l e d a body of i n t e r e s t s i n the north-east of Durham which included 

f a m i l i e s involved i n mining and trade, l i k e the Greys of Southwick 

and the Shipperdsons.''^ The L i l b u r n e s ' i n c l i n a t i o n towards P u r i ­

tanism and r a d i c a l p o l i t i c s was to p l a y a d e c i s i v e r o l e i n the 

Cromwellian settlement of the r e g i o n . 

Newcastle was to become a centre of Nonconformity a f t e r 

1660. I n 1629 a t Heddon-on-the-Wall, one C o r n e l i u s Glover habi­

t u a l l y addressed the congregation i n the p a r i s h church a f t e r the 

r e s i d e n t v i c a r had completed h i s o f f i c e s , and on o c c a s i o n the 

clergyman was encouraged to speed up the devotions so there was 

time f o r Mr. Glover to preach. He l a t e r a t t r a c t e d the a t t e n t i o n s 

of the Church a u t h o r i t i e s and was obliged to f l e e from the d i s t r i c t . ' 

P u r i t a n l e c t u r e r s were a c t i v e i n Newcastle during the f i r s t h a l f 

of the century, l i k e Alexander Leighton, James Bamford, John 

Knaresdayle, William Swan and Robert Slingsby.'' I n a l a r g e 

urban s i t u a t i o n l i k e Newcastle where i t was d i f f i c u l t f o r the 

a u t h o r i t i e s a t Durham to maintain a v i g i l a n t c o n t r o l , P u r i t a n 

m i n i s t e r s found more freedom to operate, a s they succeeded i n 

1. M.E. James, 'The S i x t e e n t h and Seventeenth C e n t u r i e s ' , i n DCCT, 
222-3; George L i l b u r n e was u n c l e of John L i l b u r n e , the prominent 
leader of the L e v e l l e r movement, and of Robert L i l b u r n e who 
played an important part i n Cromwell's S c o t t i s h cavxpaign, 

2. M. P h i l l i p s , 'The Meeting-House a t Horsley-upon-Tyne', AA, 
2nd s e r i e s , 13 (1889), 33-4. 

3. LAB, 302-3, 299-300, 308, 313; Howell, 81-2. 
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doing i n the more remote a r e a s of the Diocese, l i k e Berwick 

and Barnard C a s t l e , where there was l i t t l e e f f e c t i v e e p i s c o p a l 

supervision.''^ The Laudians had a l l i e s i n Newcastle, l i k e Thomas 

Jackson and Yeldard Alvey, who co-ordinated the attempts to 

e r a d i c a t e Puritanism. Faced with opposition t h e i r opponents 

became more organised and cohesive. The movement drew s t r e n g t h 

from being s m a l l and e x c l u s i v e , and was r e i n f o r c e d by the support 

of l e a d i n g merchants, by the town's ex t e n s i v e t r a d i n g contacts 

and cosmopolitan i n t e r c o u r s e , by contact with the Scots, the 

comparative anonymity the metropolis l e n t , and by the l a r g e l y 
2 

i n e f f i c a c i o u s and counter-productive harassment of i t s l e a d e r s . 

At the outbreak of the C i v i l War, the P u r i t a n movement 

i n the north-east was a nebulous c o l l e c t i o n of sympathetic 

pockets centred upon Newcastle and the Tyne v a l l e y , and extending 

vaguely i n t o the more remote a r e a s . I t was as much a r e a c t i o n 

to the inadequacy of the Anglican p a r o c h i a l system and the i n a b i l i t y 

of the Church a u t h o r i t i e s to provide s u f f i c i e n t m i n i s t e r s , as i t 

wi|s a t h e o l o g i c a l or d o c t r i n a l r e v o l t a g a i n s t the Laudian Church. 

I t was most a c t i v e i n the towns, strengthened by me r c a n t i l e 

i n t e r e s t s , though i t was never merely a m i d d l e - c l a s s phenomenon, 

nor did i t embrace the a u s t e r i t y and s t r i c t n e s s of the S c o t t i s h 

1. Howell, 82-3. 

2. Howell, 84-119, 218 f f ; R. Howell, 'Puritanism i n Newcastle 
before the summoning of the Long Parliament', AA, 4th s e r i e s , 
41 (1963), 135-55. 
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Covenanters. However, before the war began, the regi o n was 

overwhelmingly c o n s e r v a t i v e i n a t t i t u d e and loyalties.''' 

The years between the defeat of the R o y a l i s t s and the 

Re s t o r a t i o n of 1660 witnessed the f r u s t r a t i o n and f a i l u r e of 

the attempt to impose a r i g i d P r e s b y t e r i a n system of church 

government and uniformity i n England, and i n i t s place the 

ev o l u t i o n of a broadly-based P r o t e s t a n t Church, t o l e r a t i n g a l l 
2 

but the extreme s e c t a r i a n s , Quakers and Roman C a t h o l i c s , A 

P r e s b y t e r i a n settlement was never s e c u r e l y founded i n the north­

e a s t although attempts to e s t a b l i s h such a system i n some a r e a s 

were made."^ Most of the Bioc e s e s e t t l e d down to a pa s s i v e 

acceptance of whatever might be enforced or permitted, though 

a r e a s of r e s i s t a n c e to the government endured; the north-east 
made the most i n t e n s i v e preparations f o r the R o y a l i s t conspiracy 

4 
of 1655. Fi n d i n g s u f f i c i e n t m i n i s t e r s of a good education and 

1. Howell, 339, 343-4. 
2. For the P r e s b y t e r i a n c o n t r i b u t i o n to the period, see G.R. 

Abernathy, J n r . , 'The E n g l i s h P r e s b y t e r i a n s and the S t u a r t 
R e s t o r a t i o n , 1648-1663', TAPS, new s e r i e s , 55, p a r t I I (1965); 
f o r the r e l i g i o u s settlement i n England, see C. Cross, 'The 
Church i n England, 1646-60' i n G.E. Aylmer, ed., 'The I n t e r ­
regnum. The Quest f o r Settlement, 1646-60' (London, 1972), 
99-120; see a l s o D. Underdown, 'Settlement i n the Counties, 
1653-8', i b i d , 165-82, and A. Woolrych, 'Last Quests f o r a 
Settlement, 1657-60', i b i d , 183-204. 

3. VCH, I I , 50-2; Howell, 224 f f . 
4. D. Underdown, ' R o y a l i s t Conspiracy i n England, 1649-60' (New 

Haven, 1960), 138-9; see a l s o P.H. Hardacre, 'The R o y a l i s t s 
during the P u r i t a n Revolution', (The Hague, 1956), A.H. 
Woolrych, 'Penruddock's R i s i n g , 1655' (London, 1955), C.H. 
F i r t h , 'Cromwell and the I n s u r r e c t i o n of 1655', EHR^ vol.3 
(-1888), 323-50, vol.4 (-1889), 313^38, 525-35. 
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godly persuasion proved a formidable problem f o r the Common­

wealth a u t h o r i t i e s i n the a r e a , a s a r e s u l t of the tenuous hold 

Puritanism had had there and the r e l i g i o u s vacuum l e f t by the 

f l i g h t of many Anglican clergymen.^ However, the period 1645 

to 1660 was d e c i s i v e i n a l t e r i n g the r e l i g i o u s complexion of 

the north-east. Newcastle p a r t i c u l a r l y became l i b e r a l l y provided 
2 

with preaching m i n i s t e r s who b u i l t up considerable congregations. 

The names of many of the m i n i s t e r s , who were to be a constant 

source of troub l e to Bishop Cosin a f t e r the Restoration, a r e 

found i n the Newcastle Common Council Book of the 1650s, and 

Howell noted the c l o s e co-operation which e x i s t e d between the 

Pr e s b y t e r i a n s and Independents.^ 

Cosin shared the b e l i e f of many lead i n g Anglican e c c l e s i ­

a s t i c s t h at, u n t i l Puritanism could be rendered impotent, both 

Church and S t a t e were i m p e r i l l e d . The m a j o r i t y of the c l e r g y 

and l a i t y shared the c o n v i c t i o n t h a t a d e f i n i t i v e d e c l a r a t i o n 

of the do c t r i n e s and p r a c t i c e s of the Church of England was 

e s s e n t i a l , and t h i s was backed by l e g i s l a t i o n to procure i t s 

enforcement. C h a r l e s I I , i n the D e c l a r a t i o n of Breda of A p r i l 

4th, 1660, had promised 'a l i b e r t y to tender consciences', but 
4 

t h i s never m a t e r i a l i s e d . The p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s settlement 
1. Howell, 218. 
2. See Howell, Chapter 6, 'The R e l i g i o u s L i f e of Newcastle, 

1645-62', 218-73, f o r an a u t h o r i t a t i v e study of r e l i g i o u s 
developments. 

3. NCA; CCB, 1650-9 f f , 95, 113, 192, 257, 339, 342, 411; Howell, 
245-8{ LAB, 126. 

4. -For t h e - d e c l a r a t i o n ^ s ee S.R. Gardiner, 'The C o n s t i t u t i o n a l 
Documents of the P u r i t a n Revolution, 1625-60' (3 r d ed., 
Oxford, 1906), 465-7. 
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which Parliament a u t h o r i s e d a f t e r the d i l a t o r y negotations 

between the P r e s b y t e r i a n s and the Anglicans had broken down, 

ensured that the Church of England would become an e x c l u s i v e 

i n s t i t u t i o n , but any d e v i a t i o n from orthodoxy would be s e v e r e l y 

punished and those who would not conform, persecuted. The Act 

of Uniformity of 1662 was c e n t r a l to the s e r i e s of laws enacted 

to enforce the settlement.''' Although many of the c l e r g y 

conformed to the settlement for reasons of expediency, s i n c e r e 

P u r i t a n s had to r e s i g n , or were e j e c t e d from t h e i r l i v i n g s on 

S t . Baitholomew's Day, August 24th, 1662. The number of those 

e j e c t e d has never been completely e s t a b l i s h e d , although the 
2 

t r a d i t i o n a l number i s i n excess of two thousand. Many pious 

and well-educated men found themselves unable to compromise 

t h e i r c o n s c i e n t i o u s b e l i e f s and comply with the Act of Uniformity; 

they were compelled to r e s i g n or be e j e c t e d . These m i n i s t e r s , 

and the congregations which remained with them or were gathered 

afterwards, became the core of the Nonconformists. They were 

pe n a l i s e d because of the excesses of the more extreme p o l i t i c a l 

1, For the l e g i s l a t i o n of the 'Clarendon Code', see W.C, C o s t i n 
and J.S. Watson, 'The Law and Working of the C o n s t i t u t i o n . 
Documents, 1660-1914', v o l . 1, 1660-1783 (2nd ed., London, 
1961), 15-7, 20-9, 34-9; J.P. Kenyon, 'The S t u a r t C o n s t i t u t i o n , 
1603-88' (Cambridge; 166, r p r . 1969); 361-86; J.R. Tanner, 
'E n g l i s h C o n s t i t u t i o n a l C o n f l i c t s of the Seventeenth Century, 
1603-89' (Cambridge, 1928, r p r . 1971), 201-32; f o r Act of 
UniformityV see SEP, 1-42; f o r persecution, see G.R. Cragg, 
'Puritanism i n the period of the Great P e r s e c u t i o n , 1660-88' 
(Cambridge, 1957). 

2. For a d i s c u s s i o n of the evidence, see SEP, 9-14; see a l s o 
H^H.-Henson, -'Puritanism i n England' (London, 1912), 183-204; -
H. Barbour 'The Quakers i n P u r i t a n England' (New Haven, 1964), 

•"•2247 • ^ ' ' ' ' ' • • 



84 

and r e l i g i o u s r a d i c a l s w i t h whom they were assumed to be 

a s s o c i a t e d . A problem of the h i s t o r y of the period i s that 

the government and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s often f a i l e d 

to d i f f e r e n t i a t e between the e x t r e m i s t s , l i k e the F i f t h 

Monarchists and Anabaptists, and the more g e n e r a l l y moderate 

Independents and P r e s b y t e r i a n s . S i m i l a r l y , there was often 

no d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n between those who were t o l e r a t e d n e i t h e r 

before nor a f t e r 1660, l i k e the Quakers and Roman C a t h o l i c s , 

and those who were part of Cromwell's broader settlement but 

outside the confines of the Anglican establishment. Nor, 

fr e q u e n t l y , d i d the a u t h o r i t i e s r e c o g n i s e any d i s t i n c t i o n 

between p o l i t i c a l r e v o l t and r e l i g i o u s d i s s e n t f o r , so f a r 

as the apprehensive a u t h o r i t i e s were concerned, the two elements 

had been i n e x t r i c a b l y interdependent. 

Palmer had no doubt about the l o s s to the Church of 

England of the m i n i s t e r s who r e s i g n e d or were e j e c t e d a f t e r 

1660. 

T h i s a c t of uniformity which made such an 
a l t e r a t i o n i n a l l p a r t s of the Kingdom, by 
e j e c t i n g so many v a l u a b l e and u s e f u l persons, 
(of whom a p a r t i c u l a r account i s to be given) 
was passed i n a heat, but i t s e f f e c t s have been 
dreadful and l a s t i n g . So that we may w e l l , i t 
i s hoped without offence, drop a t e a r , upon the 
remembrance of so many worthies i n our I s r a e l , 
who were buried a t once i n a common grave.^ 

1. 'The Nonconformists Memorial; being an account of the L i v e s , 
S u f f e r i n g s and P r i n t e d Works, of the Two Thousand M i n i s t e r s 
e j e c t e d from the Church of England, c h i e f l y by the Act of 
Uniformity, o r i g i n a l l y w r i t t e n by Edmund Calamy', Abridged, 
CoTrected and-Methodised by-S. -Palmer,- 3 v o l . (2nd ed. , -London,-
1802), I , 33. He r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d to as 'Palmer'. 
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He d e t a i l e d eighteen m i n i s t e r s who resi g n e d or were e j e c t e d i n 

County Durham, and t h i r t y - e i g h t i n Northumberland.^ He claimed 

a f u r t h e r twelve l a t e r conformed i n Durham and s i x i n Northum-
2 

berland. Matthew's a u t h o r i t a t i v e study i s much more r e l i a b l e ; 

he t o t a l l e d seventeen e j e c t i o n s i n Durham, nine i n 1660, three 

i n 1662 and f i v e a t u n c e r t a i n date, and s i x who afterwards 

conformed, and t h i r t y - f o u r i n Northumberland, nineteen i n 1660, 

twelve i n 1662 and three a t an u n c e r t a i n date, and two who l a t e r 

conformed.'' I t i s a reasonable assumption t h a t some m i n i s t e r s 

of a P u r i t a n persuasion conformed to the settlement, p r i m a r i l y 

for t h e i r own economic w e l f a r e . Numbers of such a r e impossible 

to a s s e s s and there was no mention of P u r i t a n c l e r g y i n presen­

t a t i o n s . E s s e n t i a l l y , they were the l a s t generation of a 

d i s s i d e n t element w i t h i n the Anglican Church. As the Noncon­

for m i s t s e c t s became organised and e s t a b l i s h e d outside the 

Church of England the dichotomy became permanent. I t became 

i n c r e a s i n g l y evident a f t e r 1662 t h a t the breach was i r r e p a r a b l e . 

When pe r s e c u t i o n f a i l e d , the a l t e r n a t i v e of peaceful co-existence 
4 

was postulated more and more, 

1. Palmer, I I , 177-84; I I I , 52-85. 
2. i b i d , I I , 184; I I I , 85. 
3. A.G. Matthews, 'Calamy Revised. Being a R e v i s i o n of Edmund 

Calamy's Account of the M i n i s t e r s and Others E j e c t e d and 
S i l e n c e d , 1660-2' (Oxford, 1934), x i i ; d e t a i l s passim under 
names itemised by Palmer. H e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d to as 'CR'. 

4. For the growing b e l i e f i n t o l e r a t i o n a f t e r 1660, see J.A.W.Gunn, 
' P o l i t i c s and the P u b l i c I n t e r e s t i n the Seventeenth Century' 

- (London, 1969), 153-204. 
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The e a r l y Quaker movement made a s i g n i f i c a n t impression 

upon the north-east, but the S o c i e t y of F r i e n d s , as they c a l l e d 

themselves, had not yet assumed i t s l a t e r p a c i f i c c h a r a c t e r and 

i t s members were dogged by the excesses of extreme r a d i c a l s 

among i t s ranks, James Nayler, Thomas Holme of Kendal and 

other l e a d i n g Quakers v i s i t e d the area as e a r l y a s 1653. There 

i s evidence of a sy s t e m a t i c campaign i n the B i s h o p r i c to win 

converts and monthly meetings of Fr i e n d s began i n May, 1654,^ 

The movement was strengthened and assumed some r e s p e c t a b i l i t y 

by the recruitment of Anthony Pearson, of Ramshaw H a l l , near 

S t . Helen's Auckland i n 1653; he was a j u s t i c e of the peace 

and had been s e c r e t a r y to S i r Arthur H a s l e r i g and c l e r k and 

r e g i s t r a r to the Committee on Compounding. His i n f l u e n c e 

achieved much i n o r g a n i s i n g the movement and m i t i g a t i n g the 

r i g o u r of the a u t h o r i t i e s . His r e s i d e n c e became a place of 

meeting and a sanctuary f o r m i n i s t e r s and the centre of a 
2 

growing movement i n County Durham. Pearson met, corresponded 

and t r a v e l l e d w i t h George Fox, the Quaker l e a d e r , who v i s i t e d 

the County i n 1653 and 1657, and claimed to have won many 

converts.'' During h i s l a t t e r v i s i t , he vehemently opposed 

1. QB, 114-5, 143. 
2. For Pearson, see J.W. S t e e l , 'Early F r i e n d s i n the North' 

(London, 1905), 8-11; G.F. N u t t a l l , 'George Fox and the R i s e 
of Quakerism i n the B i s h o p r i c k ' , DUJ, 36 (1943-4), 94-7; QB, 
112-14, 116, 143, 327-31, 457, 463-4. 

3. N. Penny, ed., 'The Journal of George Fox' (Cambridge, 1911), 
I , 135, 310-4. 
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the establishment of the proposed c o l l e g e i n Durham, which 

Cromwell had approved and which was being i n s t i t u t e d . 

There was a man come doune from London to s e t t 
up a Colledge there to make m i n i s t e r s of C h r i s t e 
a s they s a i d e . And soe I and some others went 
to the man and reasoned with him and l e t t him 
see th a t was not the way to make you C h r i s t s 
m i n i s t e r s by Hebrew greeke and l a t i n e and the 
7 a r t s which a l l was but the teachinges of the 
n a t u r a l l man,^ 

By the l a t e 1650s the o r g a n i s a t i o n of the S o c i e t y of F r i e n d s 

i n the B i s h o p r i c was s y s t e m a t i c and meetings were held r e g u l a r l y , 

p e t i t i o n s were d i r e c t e d to the London government and m i s s i o n a r i e s 

continued t h e i r work. C o l l e c t i o n s of money f o r the cause were 

made and a s s o c i a t i o n w i t h other groups of members i n the northern 
2 

counties maintained. Pearson's i n f l u e n c e protected the Quakers 

from s e v e r e persecution and Besse recorded only one paragraph 

concerning pe r s e c u t i o n i n Durham before 1660.'' 

The Quaker m i s s i o n a r i e s d i d not f i n d t h e i r work i n Newcastle 

and Northumberland so easy, £̂ nd faced opposition both from the 

people and the a u t h o r i t i e s , and the Quaker movement there was 

1. N. Penny, ed., 'The Journ a l of George Fox' (Cambridge, 1911), 
I , 311; f o r the c o l l e g e a t Durham, which was destroyed at the 
R e s t o r a t i o n , see J.T. Fowler, 'Durham U n i v e r s i t y ' (London, 
1904), 15-21; Howell, 330-4; C.E. Whiting, 'The U n i v e r s i t y of 
Durham, 1832-1932' (London, 1932), 17-29; C.D.R. Ranson, 
'Ol i v e r Cromwell's College, Durham' (n.p., 1912). 

2. QB, 324-38; H. Barbour, 'The Quakers i n P u r i t a n England' (New 
Haven, 1964), 43-51. 

3. J . Besse, 'A C o l l e c t i o n of the S u f f e r i n g s of the people c a l l e d 
Quakers ...' (London, 1753), I , 173. 
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of a more desultory nature.^ P u b l i c a t i o n s appeared i n Newcastle 

a s e a r l y a s 1653 condemning the Quakers, and the P u r i t a n m i n i s t e r s 
2 

j o i n e d f o r c e s to outlow the a c t i v i t i e s of the F r i e n d s . Fox found 

i n Newcastle i n 1657 that 
they s a i d e the Quakers would not come Into 
noe great toundes but l i v e d i n the f f e l l s 
l i k e butter f l y e s ... and now we was come 
Into t h e i r toundes they woulde not come a t t 
us but p r i n t bookes a g a i n s t us: whoe was the 
b u t t e r f l y e s now. And n e v e r t h e l e s s wee gott 
a l i t t l e meetinge amongst f r e i n d e s and f r e i n d e l y 
people a t t ye Gate Syde. 

Opposition continued i n Newcastle, Fox was compelled to lea v e 

and the Quakers, l i k e the Roman C a t h o l i c s , were d i s c r i m i n a t e d 
4 

a g a i n s t by the Merchant Adventurers of the town. A congregation 

f l o u r i s h e d a t Pipewellgate i n Gateshead, and l a t e r a t the house 

of Richard Ewbank i n the High S t r e e t , ^ I n 1662, s i x people were 

presented f o r breaking the Sabbath by attending a meeting a t 

the home of Richard Ewbank i n Gateshead. P r e s e n t a t i o n s of 

Quakers i n Northumberland were comparatively few and i n Newcastle 

they were v i r t u a l l y non-existent, although, probably, many of those 
1. QB, 116. 
2. Howell, 256-7. 
3. N. Penny, ed., 'The Journal of George Pox' (Cambridge, 1911), 

I , 310; Howell, 259-60. 
4. J.R. Boyle and F.W. Dendy, ed. ' E x t r a c t s from the records ol-

the Merchant Adventurers of Newcastle-upon-Tyne, I ' , SS, 93 
(1895), 28. 

5. QB, 373; Howell, 258, 260; M. P h i l l i p s , 'Notes on some forgotten 
burying grounds of the S o c i e t y of F r i e n d s : Gateshead, Whickham, 
Boldon and South S h i e l d s ' , AA, 2nd s e r i e s , 16 (1894), 192 f f ; 
see a l s o J.W. S t e e l , 'A H i s t o r i c a l Sketch of the S o c i e t y of 
F r i e n d s , i n scorn c a l l e d Quakers, i n Newcastle and Gateshead, 
1653-1898' (London, 1899), and J.W. S t e e l , ' E a r l y F r i e n d s i n 
the North' (London, 1905), passim. 

6. CVB, 93. 
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presented f o r Sabbath-breaking and f o r conducting i l l e g a l 

marriages and b u r i a l s , were Quakers. C i t a t i o n s i n presenta­

t i o n s depended upon the i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the offence by the 

p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s , so i t i s very d i f f i c u l t to a s s e s s the 

numbers of Nonconformists. Quakers were presented a t some of 

the l a r g e r towns of Northumberland, Bei-wick, Morpeth and 

lynemouth, i n 1662, although, of these, only Morpeth presented 

Quakers i n 1665,^ 

The Quaker movement f a i l e d to maintain i t s ascendancy i n 

the Diocese of Durham a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n , although the e f f e c t s 

of p e r s e c u t i o n can not be c i t e d a s p r i m a r i l y r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h i s . 

In other a r e a s , the Quakers t h r i v e d on p e r s e c u t i o n . Anthony 

Pearson defected from the Fr i e n d s and came to terms with the 

r e s t o r e d order, becoming Cosin's u n d e r - s h e r i f f of Durham and a 
2 

member of the Church of England u n t i l h i s death i n 1665. His 

compliance and support had played a d e c i s i v e r o l e i n the growth 

of the movement a t a c r i t i c a l time, although i t has been suggested 

that i t s growth, under h i s encouragement and with p r o t e c t i o n 

a g a i n s t severe persecution, gave i t an unnatural c h a r a c t e r which 

withered away i n the face of the p e r s e c u t i n g a u t h o r i t i e s . John 

1. CVB, 168, 152 V, 158 v, 52 v. 
2. QB, 114, 463; Howell, 261 n: He was a l s o i n d i e ted i n the P l o t 

(see chapter 4 ) , but asked the Bishop and S t a p y l t o n for 
clemency and was never convicted; CLB, 3; 14, 

3. G.F. N u t t a l l , 'George Fox and the R i s e of Quakerism i n the 
B i s h o p r i c k ' , DUJ, 36 (1943-4), 97. 
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L o n g s t a f f e , of Bishop Auckland, who had worked with Pearson, 

and Humphrey Norton a l s o f e l l away, having a l s o been important 

supporters of the embryonic movement i n the a r e a . ^ The Quakers 

met with a c t i v e persecution i n the period a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n , 

which was s u s t a i n e d and ixicreased a f t e r the a l l e g e d discovery 

of Quaker involvement i n p o l i t i c a l p l o t s a g a i n s t the government. 
2 

L e g i s l a t i o n backed the p e r s e c u t i o n i n the p r o v i n c e s . Quaker 

records demonstrate the s e v e r i t y of the measures which were 

employed a g a i n s t them. In 1660, a group of F r i e n d s i n A l l e n d a l e , 

l e d by Thomas Sharp and Thomas Williamston, were i n c a r c e r a t e d i n 

a f i l t h y dungeon a t Hexham f o r s e v e r a l weeks before being moved 

to Morpeth gao l . Two years l a t e r , when Williamston appeared i n 

court with h i s hat on, he was put i n the s t o c k s and then spent 

three months i n gaol again, because he could not f i n d s u r e t y f o r 

h i s good behaviour, 'though he had not broken Law nor done 

v i o l e n c e to any man','' Robert L i n t o n was a l e a d i n g adherent 

of the s e c t and l i v e d a t Laygate Lane, South S h i e l d s , the garden 

of which was l a t e r a Quaker b u r i a l ground. On August 10th, 1661, 

a l i s t of names was 

1. G.F. N u t t a l l , 'George Fox and the R i s e of Quakerism i n the 
B i s h o p r i c k ' , DUJ, 36 (1943-4), 97. 

2. Q2, 7-81; QB, 512; SEP, 133-213; H. Barbour, 'The Quakers i n 
P u r i t a n England' (New Haven, 1964), 224-31. 

3. NCA: MA 74, 19, Archives of the S o c i e t y of F r i e n d s , Newcastle, 
'Allendale and Northumberland S u f f e r i n g s of F r i e n d s , 1660-
1766 and 1792'. 
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taken a t a meeting a t Robert Linton ' s a t 
South S h i e l d s by Major Graham, the deputy-
governor of Tinmouth C a s t l e , and c a s t i n t o 
nasty Holes there, where they l a y a f u l l 
month and then he turned them out, having 
so f a r as appeared to them n e i t h e r Order, 
A u t h o r i t y , nor Warrant, f o r any P a r t of h i s 
Proceedings.1 

L i n t o n was a r e l a t i v e l y r i c h merchant, and, among other 

i n t e r e s t s , owned s e v e r a l of the economically v i t a l s a l t - p a n s 
2 

of S h i e l d s ; he was one of the twenty-seven taken i n 1661. 

Quakers were excommunicated f o r t h e i r p r a c t i c e s , l i k e Robert 

W h i t f i e l d and Robert Wilkinson of S h i e l d s i n 1663. 

One explanation of the u n p a r a l l e l e d degree of p e r s e c u t i o n 

which the Quakers s u f f e r e d i s t h a t they conspicuously d e f i e d 

the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t i e s , made no s e c r e t of 

t h e i r meetings and were d i s t i n g u i s h e d by t h e i r d r e s s , mode of 

l i v i n g and manners. Their c o n v i c t i o n of righteousness and 

acceptance of C h r i s t ' s p r e d i c t i o n t h a t h i s t r u e f o l l o w e r s 

would s u f f e r on e a r t h , energised t h e i r i n t r a n s i g e n c e and s t e a d ­

f a s t n e s s . B e l i e f i n an imminent moral transformation of the 

world engendered some e c c e n t r i c i t i e s and a p o c a l y p t i c a l excesses 
4 

which coloured the e n t i r e movement. 

1. J . Besse, 'A C o l l e c t i o n of the S u f f e r i n g s of the people c a l l e d 
Quakers ,..' (London, 1753), I , 174-5, 

2. M. P h i l l i p s , 'Quaker b u r i a l grounds', see above, 202. 
3. G.B. Hodgson, 'The Borough of South S h i e l d s ...' (Newcastle, 

1903), 97; J.W. S t e e l , 'A H i s t o r i c a l Sketch of the S o c i e t y of 
F r i e n d s , i n scorn c a l l e d Quakers, i n Newcastle and Gateshead, 
1653-1898' (London, 1899), 8. 

4. H, Barbour , 'The Quakers i n P u r i t a n England' ( N ^ Haven, 1964), 
v i i ; f o r the Quaker i n h e r i t a n c e from e a r l i e r Puritanism, see ^ 
ibid,_2=8;. see a l s o Q2,„8; SEP, 133-40, 143; R.M. Jones, 
' S p i r i t u a l Reformers i n the S i x t e e n t h and Seventeenth 
C e n t u r i e s ' (London, 1914), 336-49. 
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Faced with the opposition of the Church a u t h o r i t i e s and 

the p e n a l t i e s i n the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l c o u r t s , the animosity of the 

denizens of Newcastle and other l a r g e towns, and the l a c k of 

strong l e a d e r s h i p , the Quaker movement d e c l i n e d i n the north­

east a f t e r 1660, A s i g n i f i c a n t element s u r v i v e d but i t did 

not r e t a i n i t s i n i t i a l enthusiasm and support.^ G e n e r a l l y , 

where numbers of Quakers were small i n 1662, as a t H a r t l e p o o l , 

Shotley, Stanhope and Mark Hesleden, they had s i g n i f i c a n t l y 
2 

d e c l i n e d or disappeared i n 1665, I n many of those p l a c e s with 

a considerable number of Quakers i n 1662, they maintained or 

strengthened t h e i r p o s i t i o n during the next few y e a r s . More 

Quakers were presented i n Medomsley, Durham and Staindrop and 

other v i l l a g e s i n the B i s h o p r i c i n 1 6 6 5 . R a r e l y were any 

Quakers presented i n p a r i s h e s i n 1665 when there had been none 

in 1662, even though the pressure upon churchwardens to make 

f u l l r e t u r n s was g r e a t e r a t the second v i s i t a t i o n . To some 

extent, the f i g u r e s would have been i n d i c a t i v e of the z e a l , or 

l a c k of z e a l , of the p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s , but the general p i c t u r e 

was one of d e c l i n e , p a r t l y a s a r e s u l t of a l a c k of l e a d e r s and 

i n c r e a s e d p e r s e c u t i o n , but a l s o i n consequence of an i n e v i t a b l e 

1. G.L. Turner, 'Presentations i n E p i s c o p a l V i s i t a t i o n s , 1662-79, 
Durham', JFHS, vol.13 (1916), 20-2, 64-5, 142-3; 14 (1917), 
105-7; 15 (1918), 67-8; 16 (1919), 91-2; 18 (1921), 88; 25 
(1928), 32; 'The establishment of a Monthly Meeting i n Durham, 
1654, and a note on Anthony Pearson', 48 (1957), 119-22; see 
a l s o Rogan, 97, 

2, CVB, 117 V, 118 v, 125, 100 v, 24, 71 v, 14, 32; see Appendix, 
Tables A-C. 

^' fii ^̂ "̂  ^' ^̂ "̂  120, 80 V, 69, 84 v, 15; see 
Appendix, Tables A-C, 
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decrease i n support a f t e r the p a r t i c u l a r l y emotional i n i t i a l 

appeal. To many who had never experienced a v i t a l , personal 

f a i t h , the emotive appeal of Quakerism and i t s antipathy towards 

the Church they had known to care l i t t l e f o r them, was under­

standably a t t r a c t i v e . I t was a novel experience, o f f e r e d a 

r e l e a s e from the u n c e r t a i n t i e s and argument i n the Church of 

England, which had l e f t many confused, and was not overburdened 

with d o c t r i n a l debate. I t provided a d i s t i n c t i v e way of l i f e 

and personal i d e n t i t y . I n Northumberland, where l o c a l t i e s 

to landowners were s t r o n g , the movement made l i t t l e impression; 

i n Durham and the Tyne V a l l e y i t grew i n those a r e a s e s p e c i a l l y 

where P u r i t a n s had a l r e a d y e s t a b l i s h e d footholds, but not where 

P u r i t a n churches were powerful. The s t r e n g t h of Nonconformity 

i n Newcastle p r o h i b i t e d the Quakers from making any r e a l headvray 

i n t h a t town. Where a P u r i t a n experience had been knovm but 

had not become dominant, and i n r u r a l a r e a s e s p e c i a l l y , the 

e n t i r e P u r i t a n group might have been persuaded to j o i n , and a 

strong impact made on a l l s o c i a l c l a s s e s , notably among farmers 

and craftsmen.^ The d i s c o v e r y of Quaker involvement i n a n t i -

government conspiracy a l s o damaged the i n t e g r i t y and numbers 

of the s e c t . 

The Quakers and Roman C a t h o l i c s were the perpetual Noncon­

f o r m i s t s , t o l e r a t e d n e i t h e r by the regime before 1660 nor by the 

1. H. Barbour, 'The Quakers i n P u r i t a n England' (New Haven, 1964), 
83-5, 88-91. 
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government of the R e s t o r a t i o n , though the extent of p e r s e c u t i o n 

and the i n t o l e r a n c e of both v a r i e d p e r i o d i c a l l y according to 

the p o l i t i c a l and r e l i g i o u s c l i m a t e ; the Quakers s u f f e r e d to 

a greater extent i n the e a r l y y e a r s of the R e s t o r a t i o n , and 

the Roman C a t h o l i c s a f t e r the Great F i r e of 1666 and again 

during the Popish P l o t of 1678,^ The p e r s i s t e n t persecution 

was a r e f l e c t i o n of the f e a r of the a u t h o r i t i e s t h a t the bodies 

were inv o l v e d i n treacherous a c t i v i t i e s as a t times some of 

t h e i r number were. E x t r e m i s t s e c t a r i a n groups l i k e the Ana­

b a p t i s t s and F i f t h Monarchists made l i t t l e impression upon 

the r e l i g i o u s l i f e of the north-east, even though the a u t h o r i t i e s 
2 

often used the l a b e l s f r e e l y and i n d i s c r i m i n a t e l y . I t i s now 

necessary to d i s c u s s the i n c i d e n c e of those groups which were 

part of the broad-based P r o t e s t a n t church i n England before 

1660, but found themselves a p a r t from the e s t a b l i s h e d Church 

a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n - the P r e s b y t e r i a n s , Independents and 

B a p t i s t s . I t must be remembered, though, t h a t the m a j o r i t y 

1. See Q2; W.G. B e l l , 'The Great F i r e of London' (3rd ed., 
London, 1923); J.P. Kenyon, 'The Popish P l o t ' (London, 
1972), passim. 

2. For f u r t h e r information regarding these elements, see L.F. 
Brown, 'The P o l i t i c a l A c t i v i t i e s of the B a p t i s t s and F i f t h 
Monarchy Men i n England during the Interregnum' (London, 
1911); B.S. Capp, 'The F i f t h Monarchy Men. A Study i n 
Seventeenth Century E n g l i s h M i l l e n a r i a n i s r a ' (London, 1972)} 
C. H i l l , 'The World Turned Upside Down: R a d i c a l Ideas during 
the E n g l i s h Revolution' (London, 1972); R.M. Jones, ' S p i r i t u a l 
Reformers i n the S i x t e e n t h and Seventeenth C e n t u r i e s ' (London, 
1914); P.R. Rogers, 'The F i f t h Monarchy Men' (London, 1966); 
SEP, 233-322; Howell, passim. 
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of the north-east was r e l i g i o u s l y c o n s e r v a t i v e , l o y a l to the 

pa r i s h church, and ready, sometimes eagerly, sometimes i n d i f ­

f e r e n t l y , to accept the r e s t o r e d d i s c i p l i n e of the Anglican 

church. Although B a s i r e presented a p i c t u r e of many examples 

of s c h i s m a t i c s and s e c t a r i e s , t h i s was immediately a f t e r the 

confusion of the Interregnum, cases were i s o l a t e d and the 

p i c t u r e was probably unduly p e s s i m i s t i c and exaggerated.^ 

D i s s e n t was not st r o n g , nor was i t growing alarmingly stronger. 

I t i s impossible to a s s e s s the s t r e n g t h of Nonconformity 

from the v i s i t a t i o n r e t u r n s . Many of those presented f o r 

non-payment of dues, absence from church, f a i l u r e to communicate 

and other offences, would have been P r o t e s t a n t Nonconformists. 

Many others would have p r a c t i s e d o c c a s i o n a l conformity, attending 

the p a r i s h church but a l s o t a k i n g part i n the a c t i v i t i e s of the 

s e c t s . Many were presented as s e c t a r i e s , s c h i s m a t i c s and f a n a t i c s 

i n 1662, whereas i n c r e a s i n g l y they were presented a s Nonconformists 

i n 1665, and t h e i r s e c t s not d i s t i n g u i s h e d . Ten s e c t a r i e s were 

presented a t Bi l l i n g h a m i n 1662, and two a t Warkworth, but the 

terms were used l e s s f r e q u e n t l y i n 1665 when eleven Nonconformists 

were presented a t Newcastle, S t . Andrew's, f i f t e e n a t Warkworth, 

twenty-two a t Ponteland, ei g h t a t Norham, twenty-five a t Alnwick 
2 

and f i v e a t Jarrow. P r e s b y t e r i a n s were mentioned only once, 

1. Hodgson, 244-62; Rogan, 97. 
2. CVB, 112, 147, 27 V - 8, 37, 38 v, 58 v, 62 v, 76 v. 
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i n 1662 a t Hart and Hartlepool, where four were presented.''^ 

Eighteen Independents were presented a t Ovingham i n 1662; 

twelve a t Medomsley, and one a t Bywelj-l, S t . Andrew, but 

numbers were few i n 1665; three were presented a t Witton-le-

Wear and one a t Houghton-le-Spring, although the l i s t s of 

excommunicated persons would contain many Nonconformists 
2 

p r e v i o u s l y presented. Anabaptists were c i t e d more fr e q u e n t l y , 

although i t was a p e j o r a t i v e term and probably covered a wide 

range of B a p t i s t s and more extreme s e c t a r i a n s . Anabaptists 

were presented i n 1662 a t Brancepeth, Medomsely, Witton G i l b e r t , 

S t . Hilda Chapelry, Whitburn, Shotley and Tynemouth, and i n 

1665 a t Hamsterley, Morpeth, Bishopwearmouth and Medomsley.'' 

The f i g u r e s would seem to show a decrease o v e r a l l , but t h i s 

was because the Nonconformists were c i t e d f o r other offences 

i n 1665 and can not be s e p a r a t e l y d i s t i n g u i s h e d . The p a r o c h i a l 

o f f i c i a l s and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s g e n e r a l l y i d e n t i f i e d 

p a p i s t s and Quakers, but c l a s s e d other s e c t s together. 

The B a p t i s t s stood i n an equivocal p o s i t i o n , u s u a l l y 

t o l e r a t e d before 1660 but under s u s p i c i o n because of the 

behaviour of many Anabaptists i n England and abroad. Mention 

1. CVB, 117. 
2. CVB, 123, 94, 125 v, 19, 83. 
3. CVB, 89 V, 105 v, 94, 95, 106 v, 110, 125, 158 v, 20, 53, 

72 V, 80. 
4. See Appendix, Tables A-C. 
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of Anabaptists was l i a b l e to i n s t i l f e a r i n t o the government 

and people alike.''^ By 1652, a B a p t i s t church was f u n c t i o n i n g 

i n Newcastle, l e d by Paul Hobson and Thomas Gower. I t met 

i n a chapel on the lyne Bridge without any s u b s t a n t i a l oppo­

s i t i o n from the c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s . Gower remained i n Newcastle 

u n t i l a t l e a s t 1669 when he was a r r a i g n e d f o r preaching i n 
2 

Gateshead. Thomas T i l l a m had gathered a B a p t i s t congregation 

a t Hexham of which an offshoot was founded a t Muggleswick i n 

the B i s h o p r i c , but, a s a r e s u l t of a dispute with the brethren 

a t Newcastle, i t was a l r e a d y i n d e c l i n e by 1660.'' Lewis F r o s t 

and Michael Coatsworth of South S h i e l d s belonged to a group 
4 

of B a p t i s t s there and became i m p l i c a t e d i n the plot of 1663. 

Persecution of the B a p t i s t communities was spasmodic 

in the e a r l y years of the R e s t o r a t i o n , but among t h e i r ranks 

were some r a d i c a l s and i n t r a c t a b l e r e p u b l i c a n s and o l d army 

o f f i c e r s , and a f t e r involvement i n anti-government conspiracy. 
1. For general h i s t o r i e s of the B a p t i s t s , see T. Crosby, 'History 

of the E n g l i s h B a p t i s t s ' (London, 1738-40); A.C. Underwood, 
'A His t o r y of the E n g l i s h B a p t i s t s ' (London, 1947). For the 
north of England, see D. Douglas, 'History of the B a p t i s t 
Churches i n the North of England from 1648 to 1845' (London, 
1846); F.G. L i t t l e and E.F.T. Walker, 'The S t o r y of the 
Northern B a p t i s t s ' (Newcastle, 1945), For an ecplanation of 
d i f f e r e n t B a p t i s t s and numbers i n England i n 1660, see SEP 
82-3. 

2. Howell, 249, 254; LAB, 351, 150 n, 407-8. 
3. Howell, 249-54; SEP, 85; B. U n d e r b i l l , ed., 'Records of the 

Churches of C h r i s t gathered a t Fenstanton, Warboys and Hexham, 
1644-1720' (London, 1854), 297, 304; For B a p t i s t s a t Muggles­
wick and Hexham, see D. Douglas, 'History of the B a p t i s t 
Churches Ln the North of England from 1648 to 1845' (London, 
1846), 11^2, 16-29, 31-6, 60-9, 71-3. 

4. G.B. Hodgson, 'The Borough of South S h i e l d s ...' (Newcastle, 
1903), 99-101; see below, 148-50. 
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the a u t h o r i t i e s regarded t h e i r meetings as centres f o r s e d i t i o n 

and took r e p r e s s i v e measures i n s e l f - d e f e n c e . I n 1660, T i l l a m 

was imprisoned f o r suspected d i s l o y a l t y to the government and 

a f t e r h i s r e l e a s e went to Holland; he returned to England i n the 

summer of 1661 with Christopher Pooley, a Norfolk B a p t i s t , and 

one Love, a preacher who had been e x i l e d to the Dutch Republic.''^ 

They spent some time i n the P a l a t i n a t e , intending to induce some 

two hundred f a m i l i e s to s e t t l e i n Holland, and the government 

became wary of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y a s T i l l a m was 
2 

thought to have connections with c o n t i n e n t a l A n a b a p t i s t s . 

T i l l a m continued to be involved i n p l o t s i n England u n t i l , i n 

1664, he l e d a group of f e l l o w B a p t i s t s to s e t t l e i n Germany.'' 

In the Diocese of Durham, numbers of adherents decreased as 

p e r s e c u t i o n was applied.4 No l i c e n c e s were granted to B a p t i s t s 

i n the four northern counties under the D e c l a r a t i o n of Indulgence 

of 1672, although communities s t i l l p r a c t i s e d a t Newcastle, 

Muggleswick and probably South S h i e l d s . ^ I n 1674, a t the court 

of the archdeacon of Durham, proceedings were taken a g a i n s t 

twenty-one B a p t i s t s , twenty-six Quakers, and t h i r t y - t h r e e whose 

1. SEP; 86, 113; T. Crosby, 'History of the E n g l i s h B a p t i s t s ' 
(London, 1738-40), I I , 180-5. 

2. C.S.P.D., 1661-2, 79. 
3. C.S.P.D., 1664-5, 101-2. 
4. Rogan, 97. 
5. DI, x x v i , x l i i i , I x v i , Ixxv; SEP, 117, 402; G.B. Hodgson, 

'The Borough of South S h i e l d s ...' (Newcastle, 1903), 101. 
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denomination was not defined, but t h i s was an unusually 

vigorous year f o r the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . ^ 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n of P r e s b y t e r i a n s , Independents or 

C o n g r e g a t i o n a l i s t s i s d i f f i c u l t . In the same way as there 

i s confusion about presentations f o r recusancy, many r e c u s a n t s 

being P r o t e s t a n t Nonconformists who r e f u s e d to a t t e n d the 

p a r i s h church as w e l l as those s t i l l l o y a l to the Church of 

Rome, s i m i l a r l y t h e r e i s confusion about those l a b e l l e d as 

f a n a t i c s , s c h i s m a t i c s and s e c t a r i e s by the Church a u t h o r i t i e s . 

The P r e s b y t e r i a n s and Independents, because of t h e i r s m a l l 

numbers, had l e a r n t the value of co-operative a c t i o n and 

mutual support before 1660, and the experience was not wasted 

or abandoned when both elements were confronted with the oppo­

s i t i o n of the r e s t o r e d Anglican a u t h o r i t i e s . Most of the 

e j e c t e d m i n i s t e r s belonged to these groups and many r e t a i n e d 

congregations a f t e r they had been outlawed by the Church. The 

P r e s b y t e r i a n s made up the m a j o r i t y of those e j e c t e d i n 1662, 

and of those who took advantage of the D e c l a r a t i o n of Indulgence 

i n 1672, they were the most numerous, although they i n c r e a s i n g l y 

f a i l e d to p r a c t i s e true P r e s b y t e r i a n i s m . Many s t i l l hoped for 

an imminent reunion with the Church of England and they were 
2 

never a v i o l e n t , f a n a t i c a l s e c t . The • s c h i s m a t i c k s ' and 

1. NLC, 363. 
2. For f u l l l i s t s of those granted l i c e n c e s i n 1672, see 

DI, x x v i , x l i i i , I x v i , Ixxv; SEP, 43-63. 
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'seducers' that B a s i r e found a t Tynemouth, K i r k e l y , Alnwick, 

Eglingham and elsewhere i n Northumberland, would have been 

predominantly P r e s b y t e r i a n s and Independents, although very 

r a r e l y d i d he mention them by name.''̂  The Independents had 

played no part i n ensuring the R e s t o r a t i o n and expected nothing 

from i t ; t h e i r c h i e f d i f f e r e n c e from the P r e s b y t e r i a n s l a y i n 

the p o s i t i o n s of t h e i r r e s p e c t i v e m i n i s t e r s , but, although 

d i f f e r e n c e s between the two were not sharp, an attempted union 
2 

f a i l e d to be achieved i n 1669, 

The subsequent c a r e e r s of some of the e j e c t e d m i n i s t e r s 

i l l u s t r a t e what was happening i n the Diocese, a s they continued 

to draw congregations despite the harassment of the a u t h o r i t i e s . 

Luke Ogle was e j e c t e d a t Berwick-upon-Tweed and was imprisoned 

fo r s i x weeks f o r continuing to preach i n 1662. He was presented 

for h i s f a i l u r e to a t t e n d church and imprisoned again f o r a l l e g e d 

c o m p l i c i t y i n p l o t t i n g . He resumed h i s preaching and drew l a r g e 

crowds, even though compelled to l i v e outside Berwick. Ogle was 

l i c e n s e d as a P r e s b y t e r i a n i n 1672 and maintained h i s dangerous 

e x i s t e n c e u n t i l 1 6 9 6 . R o b e r t Lever, e j e c t e d from Bolam, North­

umberland, afterwards l i v e d a t a s m a l l e s t a t e a t Brancepeth, 

1. Hodgson, 244-262. 
2. SEP, 69-75. 
3. Palmer, I I I , 55-8; CR, 372; DI, x l i i i ; see a l s o the examples 

of Thomas Dixon and William P e l l i n M.S. C h i l d , 'Prelude to 
Revolution: the S t r u c t u r e of P o l i t i c s i n County Durham, 
1678-88' (Ph.D. T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of Maryland, 1972), 230-2 f f 
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near Durham, where he was l i c e n s e d a s a P r e s b y t e r i a n m i n i s t e r 

i n 1672. Although he conformed by attending the p a r i s h church, 

he a l s o preached a t h i s own house and i n the Newcastle area,''^ 
The inflammatory language used by some of the ejected m i n i s t e r s 

was s u f f i c i e n t to put the a u t h o r i t i e s on t h e i r guard. I n 1661, 

John Beaton, e j e c t e d from F e l t o n , Northumberland, was i n d i c t e d 

f o r s a y i n g , 

how the times a r e come f o r the persecution and 
t r y a l l of the s a i n t s . And we are a l l t u r n i n g 
back againe to Egypt. The booke of Common Prayer 
i s comeing amongst us, which i s nothing e l s e but 
the Masse t r a n s l a t e d out of Greeke. The King 
deeply ingaged a g a i n s t the booke of Common Prayer 
and i f I may say i t t i s sworne a g a i n s t i t t too.^ 

Language such as t h i s f r i g h t e n e d the s e c u l a r as w e l l a s the 

e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , and i n March, 1666, eight of the 

northern e j e c t e d m i n i s t e r s were r e q u i r e d to s i g n a d e c l a r a t i o n 

t h a t , 

i t i s not l a w f u l l , upon any pretence whatsoever, 
to take up armes a g a i n s t the King; and that we doe 
abhorre that t r a y t e r o u s p o s i t i o n of takeing armes 
by h i s a u t h o r i t y a g a i n s t h i s person, or a g a i n s t 
those t h a t a r e commissionated by him i n pursueauce 
of such commissions; and that we w i l l not a t any 
time endeavour any a l t e r a t i o n of government, e i t h e r 
i n Church or State.3 

The d e c l a r a t i o n was sworn by John P r i n g l e , John Weld, John 

Thompson, Thomas Wilson, John Davies, Thomas Trewren, Robert 

1. Palmer, I I I , 58-60; CR, 323; DI x x v i . 
2. CR, 431; see a l s o Palmer, I I I , 67; f o r a s i m i l a r example, see 

DCY, 85. 
3. DCY, 135-6. 
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Pleasaunce and Ralph W i c k l i f f e . ^ Alexander Gordon, e j e c t e d 

from Tyneraouth i n 1662, was bound over on December 28th, 1663, 

t h a t he would not speak or c o n t r i v e a g a i n s t the King or the 

government but would present himself to the deputy l i e u t e n a n t s 

of Northumberland when r e q u i r e d , and appear before the next 
2 

general s e s s i o n s . Many of the e j e c t e d m i n i s t e r s were presented 

f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e to conform with the requirements. Thomas 

Wilson was presented a t Lamesley f o r not a t t e n d i n g the p a r i s h 

church there i n 1665, and Thomas Dixon, e j e c t e d from K e l l o e , 

Durham, a f t e r being turned out of h i s church i n tumultuous 

circumstances, continued not to conform and was presented for 

non-attendance a t S t . Oswald's, Durham,'' R a r e l y , however, 

did p resentations and p e n a l t i e s p r o h i b i t the a c t i v i t i e s of 

the m i n i s t e r s , and only when the p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y of the 

a r e a appeared to be threatened, did the s e c u l a r government 

support the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s s u f f i c i e n t l y to produce 

s i g n i f i c a n t r e s u l t s and suppress the preachers. Moreover, 

p r e s e n t a t i o n s depended upon the d i l i g e n c e and outlook of the 

churchwardens and p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s , and i n a r e a s l i k e 

Newcastle, where Nonconformity was strong, o f f i c i a l s were o f t e n 

r e l u c t a n t to take the s t e p s necessary to quieten d i s s i d e n t 

a c t i v i s t s . 

1. For d e t a i l s of these m i n i s t e r s , see DCY, 135 n; CR, 400, 
482, 537-8, 159, 495, 392, 528-9; Palmer, I I I , 67; I I , 184; 
I I I , 60; I I , 182; I I I , 60-1; I I I , 79-80; I I , 181; I I I , 80-2, 
r e s p e c t i v e l y . 

2. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 392; CR, 229; Palmer, I I I , 80. 
3. CR, 537-8, 165. 
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I t was to Newcastle t h a t many P u r i t a n clergymen had 

come during the years before 1660, and a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n 

they were j o i n e d by many other e j e c t e d m i n i s t e r s of the a r e a . ^ 

Of the older P u r i t a n d i v i n e s i n the town, Wi l l i a m Cole, R i c h a r d 

Prideaux, Henry Ashburnham and John Knightbridge conformed 
2 

a f t e r 1660. But other m i n i s t e r s proved to be very a c t i v e i n 

the years a f t e r 1660, p a r t i c u l a r l y William Durant, Richard G i l p i n , 

John P r i n g l e and Henry Lever. They were educated men, t a l e n t e d 

preachers, had i n f l u e n t i a l connections, were q u i t e wealthy and 

highly respected. They made Newcastle the c h i e f Nonconformist 

stronghold of the a r e a , a f a c t which Bishop Cosin was never a b l e 

to c o r r e c t . 

William Durant had been a l e c t u r e r a t S t . Nicholas', 

Newcastle i n 1645, a t a l l S a i n t s ' i n 1646 and a t S t . John's 

i n 1647, and had founded an Independent church i n the town 

with Cuthbert Sidenham. He was l i c e n s e d as a Congregational 
4 

m i n i s t e r i n 1672. His p o s i t i o n a t A l l S a i n t s ' was confirmed 

on a temporary b a s i s on June 25th, 1660, but s h o r t l y afterwards 

he was obliged to r e s i g n . ^ He l i v e d i n a ple a s a n t mansion i n 

P i l g r i m S t r e e t and had married Jane, the s i s t e r of S i r James 

C l a v e r i n g , a l e a d i n g member of Newcastle s o c i e t y and mayor i n 
1. Howell, 218-73; NCA, CCB, 1656-1722, 31-3. 
2. i b i d , 268-9. 
3. SEP, 399-403. 
4. LAB, 342; Palmer, I I I , 77-8; CR, 174; DI, x l i i i . 
5. NCA; CCB, 1656-1722, f . 32 v; see a l s o i b i d , 48, 51, 70, 78 v, 

97, 124 v; J . Clephan, 'Nonconformity i n Newcastle Two Hundred 
Years Ago' (Newcastle, 1862), 2. H e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d to as-
'Clephan'. 
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1663.^ On October 11th, 1661, Cosin was hoping f o r some 

agreement with Durant f o r he wrote of him t h a t , 

I i n t r e a t e d and ordered to forbeare preaching 
t i l l he made i t appeare th a t he was an e c c l e s i -
a s t i c a l l person, as he i s not, having n e i t h e r 
e p i s c o p a l l nor p r e s b i t e r i a l l o r d i n a t i o n . 

Richard G i l p i n had been e j e c t e d from Greystock, Cumberland, 

and came to Newcastle soon a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n , where he 

l i v e d t i l l 1700 and was l i c e n s e d i n 1672 as a Congregational 

minister.'' Soon a f t e r the F i v e Mile Act was passed i n 1665 

he was f i n e d and, as he r e f u s e d to pay, h i s goods d i s t r a i n e d . 

Ambrose Barnes, the l e a d i n g Newcastle iMerchant with whom he 

lodged, promptly bought them back f o r him, and, to prevent h i s 

banishment, persuaded the c i v i c magistrates of h i s u s e f u l n e s s 
4 

as a p h y s i c i a n . John P r i n g l e had been v i c a r of Eglingham, 

Northumberland, before 1662, a f t e r which he l i v e d i n Newcastle, 

where he was granted a l i c e n c e as a P r e s b y t e r i a n i n 1672. L i k e 

G i l p i n , he was q u a l i f i e d i n medicine a s w e l l as d i v i n i t y and 
g 

was p e r i o d i c a l l y imprisoned and presented f o r h i s a c t i v i t i e s . 

Henry Lever had succeeded Cosin a t Brancepeth and had a r e c o r d 

of P u r i t a n connections. He became c u r a t e of S t . John's, Newcastle, 
1. Howell, 223; Clephan, 2. 
2. Ornsby, I I , 36. 
3. Clephan, 2-3; SEP, 400-1; LAB, 141-7; DI, Ixxv. 
4. C.E.S. Collingwood, 'Memoirs of Bernard G i l p i n , parson of 

Houghton-le-Spring and a p o s t l e of the north' (London, 1884), 
243-4. Ambrose Barnes, s e n s i n g the changing p o l i t i c a l climate, 
r e s i g n e d as an alderman on Sept. 7th, 1659; NCA, CEB, 1650-9, 
538. 

5. Palmer, H I , 67; GR, 400; Clephan, 3-4; DI, x l i i i . 
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i n 1660, where he remained u n t i l h i s e j e c t i o n i n 1662, even 

though h i s s a l a r y had been suspended e a r l i e r . ^ A f t e r h i s 

e j e c t i o n , he r e s i d e d a t Brancepeth and preached a t Newcastle, 

to which he moved i n 1665 and was l i c e n s e d i n 1672 a s a 
2 

P r e s b y t e r i a n . 

The Nonconformists of Newcastle proved to be a stubborn 

and t r u c u l e n t community and the c h i e f o b s t a c l e to Cosin's 

attempt to enforce conformity i n the Diocese. F a i r l y l a r g e 

c o n v e n t i c l e s were held a t a l l times and the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s did not r e c e i v e the co-operation they r e q u i r e d 

e i t h e r from the p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s or the c i v i c l e a d e r s , 

because of t h e i r i n d i f f e r e n c e or sympathy f o r the Noncon­

f o r m i s t s . I n 1662, B a s i r e noted that 'many c o n v e n t i c l e s a r e 

held i n New C by p a p i s t s and s c h i s m a t i c k s , shoemakers etc.''' 

I n 1663, Cosin wrote to the mayor of Newcastle, demanding 

t h a t a c t i o n be taken a g a i n s t the Nonconformists i n the town, 

p a r t i c u l a r l y the ' r i n g l e a d e r s ' , Durant, Lever, G i l p i n and 

P r i n g l e , whom he described as ' c a t e r p i l l a r s ' e a t i n g i n t o the 
v i t a l s of the Church and endangering the w e l l - b e i n g of many 

4 
s o u l s . I n a l e t t e r to Whitehall of October 13th, 1663, the 

1. Palmer, I I I , 78-9; CR, 322;3} Clephan, 4-5; NCA, CCB, 
1656-1722, 47 v. 

2. DI, x l i i i . 
3. Hodgson, 246. 
4. E. Mackenzie, 'A d e s c r i p t i v e and h i s t o r i c a l account of the 

town and county of Newcastle-upon-l^ne, i n c l u d i n g the borough 
of Gateshead' (Newcastle, 1827), 370 f f ; Clephan, 1. 
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government was informed t h a t a t the l a s t s e s s i o n s there had 

been no indictments a g a i n s t Nonconformists i n Newcastle and 

Northumberland. A few C a t h o l i c s and s e c t a r i e s had been 

presented i n the town but the w r i t e r d i d not know what the 

s i t u a t i o n was i n Durham. He c l e a r l y thought the p o s i t i o n 

was alarming because of the c u r r e n t u n s t a b l e nature of the 

area w i t h the t r a i n e d bands i n a posture of alarm.^ The 

Conventicle Acts and the other r e s t r i c t i v e l e g i s l a t i o n had 

l i t t l e e f f e c t on the r e g u l a r meetings of d i s s e n t i n g congre­

gati o n s , although they were, to some extent, d i s c r e e t about 

t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s . 

On November 23rd, 1668, Cosin wrote to the government 

concerning the s e d i t i o u s meetings curre n t i n Newcastle. He 

enclosed the information of Thomas Naylor, the c h i e f orthodox 
2 

m i n i s t e r of the town and the Bishop's g r e a t e s t a l l y t h e r e . 

Naylor's l e t t e r informed him of a p u b l i c meeting of about 

f i v e hundred people, l e d by G i l p i n , a t the Barber Surgeons' 

H a l l on November 1 s t . The a n t i p a t h y of the assembled multitude 

to the government, claimed the informant, was demonstrated by 

t h e i r s i n g i n g of Psalm 149, which contained the l i n e s . 

To bind t h e i r s t a t e l y Kings i n c h a i n s . 
Their Lords i n i r o n bands. 
To execute on them the doom 
That w r i t t e n i s before. 
T h i s honour a l l h i s S a i n t s s h a l l have. 
P r a i s e ye the Lord t h e r e f o r e . 

1. SP Dom/29, 81; 80, 
2, SP Dpm/29, 249; 146, 146 ( 1 ) . 
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The w r i t e r claimed t h a t the s e d i t i o u s i m p l i c a t i o n s of t h i s 

were apparent. He added that Durant, Lever and P r i n g l e s i m i ­

l a r l y maintained l a r g e a s s e m blies, even though the mayor had 

forbidden such meetings. A l e t t e r from I s a a c B a s i r e of A p r i l 

7th, 1669, to Cosin t o l d him of a r e c e n t notorious c o n v e n t i c l e 

of three hundred Newcastle and Gateshead people, which had met 

i n Gateshead.^ He s t r e s s e d the frequency of such assemblies 

under the guidance of the four l e a d e r s , without whom the 

a c t i v i t i e s of the Nonconformists could probably be c o n t r o l l e d 

and suppressed. G i l p i n , by t r a v e l l i n g between Newcastle and 

C a r l i s l e , was a v o i d i n g the j u r i s d i c t i o n of the Bishops and 

j u s t i c e s of both Dioceses. He had purchased the manor of 

Scalby C a s t l e i n Cumberland, where a Nonconformist congregation 
2 

a l s o h eld meetings, and t h e r e f o r e had two p l a c e s of refuge. 

I n a l e t t e r to B a s i r e of December 5th, 1668, i n r e p l y to the 

archdeacon's information about a c o n v e n t i c l e of f i v e hundred 

persons, Cosin r e l a t e d t h a t the dean of C a r l i s l e had given 

him s i m i l a r i n t e l l i g e n c e , but had numbered the congregation a t 

three thousand.'' On J u l y 22nd, 1669, Cuthbert Nicholson, a 

cordwainer, gave evidence before Ralph Jenison, mayor of 

Newcastle, concerning a meeting a t the house of William Durant 
1. SP Dom/29, 258; 132; see a l s o D a r n e l l , 271-2, 279. 
2. SEP, 401. 
3. Hunter, 9; 245; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 197-8. 
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i n P i l g r i m S t r e e t , of one hundred and f i f t y persons, which 

had been broken up by one of the serjeants-at-mace and the 

churchwardens of the parish.''^ S h o r t l y a f t e r w a r d s , on August 

4th, the same informant deposed t h a t , i n the very e a r l y hours 

of the previous Sunday, he had seen a l a r g e number of people 

e n t e r the house of Richar d G i l p i n i n White F r i a r s . Despite 

the f a c t t h a t i t was f i v e or s i x i n the morning, he immediately 

n o t i f i e d John Shaw, l e c t u r e r a t S t . John's and r e c t o r of 

Whalton, who, together with the churchwardens, co n s t a b l e s 

and serjeants-at-mace, went to G i l p i n ' s home and broke open 

the locked doors. F o r t y people were discovered a t the conven­

t i c l e , and Nicholson's evidence a l s o i n d i c t e d the other l e a d i n g 
2 

m i n i s t e r s and a number of important c i t i z e n s . 

Cosin was only tooaware of the problem but the support 

and co-operation of the c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s was necessary f or 

the s u c c e s s of h i s measures a g a i n s t the Nonconformists. I n 

h i s l e t t e r to B a s i r e of December 8th, 1668, he thanked the 

archdeacon f o r h i s zealous e f f o r t s to suppress c o n v e n t i c l e s 

and commended the s e r v i c e s of Mr. Naylor i n Newcastle. He 

suggested t h a t i t might be u s e f u l i f the c h a n c e l l o r of Durham, 

Thomas Burwell, B a s i r e and Dr. C a r l e t o n , dean of C a r l i s l e , 

1. DCY, 172 n; LAB, 408. 
2. DCY, 172-4; LAB, 408-9; Clephan, 6-8. 
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confe r red w i t h the mayor and 

the r e s t o f the Governours and Jus t i ces of 
the Peace i n t h a t towne, u r g i n g them ea rnes t ly 
to put the lawes now i n f o r c e aga ins t the f o u r 
p r i n c i p a l l heads and r i ng l eade r s o f the f a c t i o n , 
l e a s t the misch ie f spreads f u r t h e r both i n t h a t 
towne and i n the country about them.^ 

On December 7 th the King sent an i n s t r u c t i o n t o the leaders 

of the town through the Bishop, b i d d i n g them execute the laws 
2 

agains t c o n v e n t i c l e s . The answer o f the mayor, Ralph Jenison, 

and aldermen of Newcastle t o the Bishop was c o n c i l i a t o r y but 

ha rd ly s u f f i c i e n t to p laca te Cosin 's i n c r e a s i n g concern. They 

i n s i s t e d t h a t laws aga ins t conven t ic les had been implemented, 

severa l persons conv ic ted and stej^s taken t o prevent meetings, 

any o f fende r s escaping punishment on ly f o r l ack o f evidence. 

The opprobrium of Cosin 's t renchant r e p l y o f December 22nd 
4 

demonstrated h i s growing i r r i t a t i o n and sense o f f r u s t r a t i o n . 

He acknowledged t h a t some measures had been taken, but r e g r e t t e d 

t h a t 
you have had n e i t h e r any i n f o r m a t i o n nor any 
evidence g iven you aga ins t such u n l a w f u l 1 
assemblies i n your Town, when the n o t o r i e t y of 
t h a t f a c t by t h e i r numerous meeting a t your 
Barber-Chirurgeons ' H a l l upon A l l S a i n t s ' Day 
l a s t . . . was such, t h a t i t was v o i c ' d and made 
known to a l l the Town and Country about . . . 

1. Hunter, 9; 245; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 197-8. 
2 . C.S.P.D., 1668-9, 9 1 ; J .C. Hodgson, e d . , 'Northumbrian 

Documents, SS, 131 (1918), 188. 

3. CLB, 1; 173; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 198-9. 

4 . CLB, 1; 174; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, 11 , 199-201. 
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The Bishop added t h a t the f o u r Nonconformist leaders had a l so 

held a f a s t on November 25 th l a s t i n g most of the day: 

Of a l l which s u r e l y you had or might have had 
knowledg; and i f you had n o t , you w i l l g i v e me 
leave t o say, w i t h o u t o f f e n c e , t h a t many o f 
your Townsmen are very backward i n d i s cove r ing 
t o you and a t t e s t i n g t h e i r knowledg of such 
d i s o r d e r l y assemblies; and t h a t you are very 
great s t rangers to the a f f a i r e s and dis turbances 
of your owne Towne, the government whereof under 
h i s Majes ty , i s committed t o your care .^ 

I n June, 1669, Cosin informed Bas i re o f the K ing ' s repeated 

request t h a t conven t ic les be suppressed, and he at tempted to 

i n s t i t u t e a renewed campaign t o t h i s end by reminding a l l 

m i n i s t e r s and p a r o c h i a l o f f i c i a l s o f the need f o r v i g i l a n c e 

and strenuous e f f o r t s to h a l t the spread of cancerous Noncon­

f o r m i t y . He was a l s o i nd ignan t a t the presumptions behaviour 

of Newcastle c o r p o r a t i o n i n 1667, i n a p p o i n t i n g Mr. Ashburnham 

to the curacy of S t . John 's , w i t h o u t any re fe rence to him. On 

2 

August 6 t h , 1669, he again wrote to the mayor and c o r p o r a t i o n . 

He s t ressed t h a t i t was h i s o f f i c e t o main ta in peace and order , 

and to uphold the laws o f the n a t i o n , to which end h i s e a r l i e r 

l e t t e r s had been d i r e c t e d , and ye t i n Newcastle the leaders of 

s e d i t i o n and r e l i g i o u s d issent were s t i l l a t l i b e r t y . 

1 . For Fas ts , see PSAN, 3 r d s e r i e s , 2 (1907) , 312. 

2. CLE, 1; 181; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 205-8. 
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I would f a i n v i n d i c a t e the Towne o f Newcastle 
f rom the f o u l e imputa t ion of being the nursery 
of f a c t i o n i n these no r the rn p a r t s , which , as 
t h ings now s tand , I cannot; bu t r a t h e r must, 
and, accord ing to my duty , w i l l r e p o r t the 
con t ra ry t o the King and h i s Counse l l , and then 1 
any one may e a s i l y fo r see the e v i l l consequences. 

He concluded t h a t t h i s was h i s f i n a l warn ing , because of 'my 

s p e c i a l l respect to the Towne', and he hoped t o hear soon tha t 

the laws had been executed. The ' f o u l e i m p u t a t i o n ' s t r u c k the 

r o o t o f the mat te r ; Newcastle indeed was the centre o f Noncon­

f o r m i t y and, u n t i l i t was crushed t h e r e , the e n t i r e Diocese 

would be i n f e c t e d and gathered congregations elsewhere given 

hope and encouragement. This Cosin s i n g u l a r l y f a i l e d to 

ach ieve . I t i s d i f f i c u l t t o know whether he r e a l l y b e l i e v e d 

' e v i l l consequences' would have f o l l o w e d such a r e p o r t to 

the c e n t r a l government. I f the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s could not 

solve the problem, the c e n t r a l government could no t ; the 

purpose of the p r o v i n c i a l secu la r and e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

was t o undertake t h a t which the government was unable t o ca r ry 

out i t s e l f and so delegated. Moreover, a l though Cosin c o n t i n u ­

a l l y emphasised the personal na ture of the K i n g ' s d i r e c t i v e s 

to suppress c o n v e n t i c l e s , i t would have been a s t range exerc ise 

i n s e l f - d e l u s i o n , p a r t i c u l a r l y as he was h imse l f i n London a f t e r 

1670, i f h i s confidence i n the K i n g ' s s i n c e r i t y i n d e s i r i n g 

such never wavered. As p l o t t i n g aga ins t the government s t e a d i l y 

1. CLB, 1; 181j p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 205-8. 
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decreased and Nonconformist congregations were i n c r e a s i n g l y 

less i d e n t i f i e d w i t h t reason , s e d i t i o n and conspi racy , 

conven t ic les were regarded w i t h l e s s s u s p i c i o n , a growing 

i n d i f f e r e n c e and even t o l e r a t i o n . Despite the r e v i v a l of 

the Convent ic le Act i n 1670, Cosin 's a t t i t u d e , and t ha t of 

o thers l i k e h im, was being l e f t behind by the d i r e c t i o n of 

p u b l i c o p i n i o n . He was l i v i n g i n a changing w o r l d , and the 

a t t i t u d e s and standards o f o thers were changing more than 

h i s own. He was a t t empt ing to r e s t o r e something which had 

never been, and was on ly f r u s t r a t e d by d i s c o v e r i n g t ha t 

those who should t h e o r e t i c a l l y be suppor t ing him were no t 

doing so . 

I n Newcastle, he d i d not r e c e i v e the support of the 

c i v i c a u t h o r i t i e s to which he thought he was e n t i t l e d , even 

though they cont inued to pay him l i p - s e r v i c e and profess 

t h e i r approba t ion of h i s a ims. The main problem was t h a t 

many of the l ead ing members o f Newcastle s o c i e t y were i n v o l v e d 

i n , o r sympathetic towards, the a c t i v i t i e s of the Nonconformists , 

desp i te the p o l i t i c a l changes i n the c o n s t i t u t i o n of the 

co rpo ra t i on a t the Restoration. ' '^ Cosin was in formed by the 

dean o f C a r l i s l e t h a t the mayor's w i f e had been present a t 
2 

one o f the meetings i n 1668, George T U n s t a l l , who was c i t e d 

1. Howel l , 185-6, 209-13, 336-7, 339; see a l so NCA, CCB, 
1656-1722, 57, f o r a d e c l a r a t i o n of l o y a l t y to the King 
by the freemen o f Newcastle i n 1662. 

2 . Hunter, 9; 245; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 197-8. 
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on the evidence o f Nicholson i n 1669 as a Nonconformist 

present a t the conven t i c l e a t G i l p i n ' s house, was the town's 

p h y s i c i a n , ^ Among the names o f merchants, tradesmen, gentlemen 

and women a t the meetings were the names of f i v e e x - s h e r i f f s 
2 

of Newcastle and f o u r ex-mayors. Many of those presented 

f o r t h e i r f a i l u r e to communicate a t A l l S a i n t s ' church i n 

1662, were associa ted w i t h the P u r i t a n government o f the 

town. ' ' Ambrose Barnes, the i n f l u e n t i a l l ead ing merchant and 

p o l i t i c i a n , used h is connections t o p r o t e c t the Nonconformist 

m i n i s t e r s . He was imprisoned i n Tynemouth Cast le soon a f t e r 

the Res to r a t i on , was presented, excommunicated and had h i s 
goods d i s t r a i n e d , but he was i n t r a n s i g e n t and h i s a c t i v i t i e s 

4 

con t inued . Meetings were he ld a t h i s house and a t the homes 

of o ther prominent men o f the l o c a l i t y , l i k e S i r W i l l i a m 

Midd l e ton ' s house a t Belsay and the residences of John 

B i d d l e s t o n , Henry Hudson and Lance lo t T u r n b u l l , and o the r s , 
l i v i n g a l i t t l e way out of town, i n places of 
r e t i r e m e n t and p r i v a c y , gave hosp i t ab le en te r ­
tainment to many f u g i t i v e s , and two widows, Ann 
J e f f r e s o n and Barbara Cay, f r e e l y ventured t h e i r 
m a u l t - l o f t s , t o be places o f assembly f o r preaching 
and p ray ing when they had o p p o r t u n i t y . . . ^ 

1 . DCY, 173. 

2 . Clephan, 8. 

3. Howel l , 269; see a l s o PSAN, 3rd s e r i e s , 4 (1911) , 28 . 

4 . LAB, 174-5, 190, 197-8; SEP, 400. 

5. LAB, 198, 200. 
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S i r W i l l i a m Midd le ton ' s residence a t Belsay was l i c ensed as 

a Presby te r ian meeting place i n 1672.^ He was made a baronet 

i n 1662 and became s h e r i f f o f Northumberland i n 1666-7; John 

Davis , e j e c t e d f rom B y w e l l , was among the preachers who held 
2 

meetings a t h i s house. By these means the Nonconformist 

m i n i s t e r s were ab le t o avo id apprehension by the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s , so t h a t the a s s i d u i t y o f Cosin and h i s o f f i c e r s 

had l i t t l e e f f e c t when countered by the ambivalence of such 

i n f l u e n t i a l personages. 

The a u t h o r i t i e s of Newcastle g e n e r a l l y were prepared to 

leave the Nonconformists to t h e i r devices so l ong as t h e i r 

a c t i v i t i e s were not b l a t a n t l y o s t e n t a t i o u s or designed to 

provoke a d i r e c t c o n f r o n t a t i o n w i t h them. Had they at tempted 

t o d i r e c t a v igorous campaign aga ins t them they would have 

found the task arduous, because o f the connections w i t h l ead ing 

merchants and gentlemen, the fo rmidab le o r g a n i s a t i o n of the 

movement and the comparative anonymity the town l e n t i t . 

Genera l i sa t ions are always dangerous, but the evidence suggests 

t h a t Dissent i n the Diocese was assuming a midd le -c la s s and 

urban charac te r ; i n r u r a l areas, p a r t i c u l a r l y , Cosin was 

supported by the l ead ing squ i res and gen t ry , but i n Newcastle 

1. SEP, 417-8; D I , I x x v ; see i b i d f o r a f u l l l i s t o f l i c e n c e s . 

2 . Palmer, I I I , 6 0 - 1 ; CR, 159; f o r such a meet ing, see C.S.P.D. , 
1666-7, 292-3; a c o l l e c t i o n was made f o r him i n Cocfcermouth 
i n 1670 - see B. N i g h t i n g a l e , 'The E jec t ed of 1662 i n 
Cumberland and Westmorland' (Manchester, 1911), I , 335. 
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he d i d not command such l o y a l t y . There were some exceptions 

l i k e the Ca tho l ic R i d d e l l s o f Newcastle and the Nonconformist 

Lady Vane of Raby Cas t l e .^ Newcastle was a l r eady assuming a 

r i g h t t o d i r e c t i t s own a f f a i r s ; i f the Dissenters were not 

i n v o l v e d i n p o l i t i c a l or s e d i t i o u s a c t i o n s the c i v i c leaders 

were r e l u c t a n t t o exerc i se pe r secu t ing powers. The i r a t t i t u d e 

was p r a c t i c a l and pragmatic and resented the i n t e r f e r e n c e of 

Cosin and h i s o f f i c e r s . The pa roch i a l o f f i c i a l s were o f t e n 

coloured w i t h the same general p r i n c i p l e of n o n - i n t e r f e r e n c e , 

and even when they made presenta t ions the pena l t i e s were 

inadequate to make any s i g n i f i c a n t impress ion . 

Cosin 's personal a t t i t u d e towards the Nonconformists 

r e q u i r e s some exp l ana t i on . He was not a man moved by rancour , 

nor was he o f a persecut ing i n c l i n a t i o n . He was capable of 

the most calumnious p h i l i p p i c s aga ins t those ou t s ide the 

Church o f England, bu t a t the same t ime he made considerable 

c o n c i l i a t o r y e f f o r t s . His opponents a t the Savoy Conference 

soon a f t e r the Res to ra t ion noted h i s a t tempts t o r e c o n c i l e 
2 

d i f f e r e n c e s . Al though he i n s i s t e d on c o n f o r m i t y to the Book 

of Common Prayer and episcopal o r d i n a t i o n and compliance w i t h 

episcopal government, he was anxious to conver t Nonconformists 

1. W.V. Smith , ' C a t h o l i c Tyneside f rom the beginning o f the 
Reformation t o the Res to ra t ion of the Hierarchy , 1534-1850' 
(Newcastle, 1930), 45-6; SEP, 417-8. 

2 . Osmond, 270. 
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to orthodoxy by persuasive peacefu l means. He was s incere 

and s o l i c i t o u s i n a t t e m p t i n g to persuade John Lomax, e j ec t ed 

f r o m Wooler, to conform, and, w h i l s t he never succeeded, he 

always spoke o f him w i t h respect.''^ Lomax was an educated 

and well-mannered man, and a f t e r h i s e j e c t i o n , moved to 

Newcastle f o r some t ime before go ing to Nor th S h i e l d s , where 

he p r a c t i s e d medicine and opened an apothecary 's shop, besides 

preaching and p e r i o d i c a l l y l e a v i n g the area to avo id pe r secu t ion . 

When Dr. C a r t w r i g h t , one o f the Durham prebendaries , spoke i n a 

derogatory manner about Lomax and o the r Di s sen t ing m i n i s t e r s 

i n Cosin 's presence, the Bishop s a i d : 

Doctor , h o l d your tongue, f o r t o my c e r t a i n 
knowledge John Lomax i s a learned man.^ 

On seve ra l occasions Cosin rebuked those who disparaged 

Nonconformists and i n some cases he respected t h e i r s i n c e r i t y 

and conscient iousness .^ Richard Frankland, a graduate o f 

Cambridge, had r ece ived Presby te r i an o r d i n a t i o n and had been 

appoin ted to the s t a f f o f Cromwell 's co l l ege a t Durham. Before 

h i s e j e c t i o n f rom Auckland, Cosin t r i e d t o e f f e c t h i s c o n f o r m i t y , 

o f f e r i n g him grea t preferment and a p r i v a t e , c o n d i t i o n a l 

o r d i n a t i o n . To the Bishop 's d isappointment , he dec l ined and 

1 . Palmer, I I I , 83-5; CR, 327. 
2 . M; P h i l l i p s , 'John Lomax, e j e c t e d f rom Wooler, Northumberland, 

i n 1662, w i t h some account o f h i s f a m i l y ' , AA, 3 rd s e r i e s , 
2 (1906) , 44, 48; Palmer, I I I , 85; G.B. Hodgson, 'The Borough 
o f South Shie lds . . . " (Newcastle, 1903), 102. 

3. J . Stoughton, ' H i s t o r y o f R e l i g i o n i n England' ( r ev i s ed ed . , 
London, 1881-4) , I I I , 467-8. 
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moved t o Ra thmel l , i n Y o r k s h i r e , where he e s t ab l i shed an 

academy i n 1670.^ 

Despite such personal i n c l i n a t i o n s and kindnesses, 

Cosin s i n g u l a r l y pursued the o b j e c t i v e o f e n f o r c i n g con­

f o r m i t y to the Res to ra t ion se t t l emen t of the Church o f 

England. He b e l i e v e d i n the r ighteousness o f the Church 

of England and tha t i f the r e l i g i o u s laws were no t maintained 

and enforced , p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y would c o l l a p s e . Al though 

the mot ive o f the secular a u t h o r i t i e s i n demanding r ep res s ion 

was e s s e n t i a l l y p o l i t i c a l , which s e d i t i o u s p l o t t i n g seemed to 

v i n d i c a t e , Cosin 's v i s i o n was o f a wider na tu re . U n t i l the 

p o l i t i c a l f e a r s subsided, a t t e n t i o n was d i r e c t e d away f rom 

the Ang l i can a u t h o r i t i e s ' pr imary r e l i g i o u s t a sk . Perhaps 

the general r e a c t i o n t o Pur i t an i sm i n the country was under­

es t imated , i n n o v a t i o n was a t a d iscount and the p r ac t i c e s of 

the past r eve red . Cosin perpetuated the o u t l o o k o f an e a r l i e r 

p e r i o d , f o r i n c r e a s i n g l y r e l i g i o u s enthusiasm was becoming 

unfash ionab le . He never had the means t o e f f e c t c o n f o r m i t y 

t o the Angl i can es tabl ishment ; the l e g i s l a t i o n was i n s u f f i c i e n t , 

i t was not backed by the w i l l o f the c e n t r a l government, nor 

was i t sus ta ined when the f e a r s o f p o l i t i c a l i n s u r r e c t i o n 

decreased. Cosin 's was a thankless t a sk , f o r when he a t tempted 

1. Palmer, I I , 177-81; CR, 211-2; SEP, 458-9; Osmond, 217-2. 
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to take the measures d i r e c t e d , he never r ece ived adequate 

support f rom Whi t eha l l o r p r o v i n c i a l o f f i c i a l s , because 

they d i d not share h i s basic i dea l s and premises of the 

purpose o f the at tempts to enforce c o n f o r m i t y . His p o l i t i c a l 

aims corresponded w i t h t h e i r s , bu t i n the r e l i g i o u s basic 

reasons f o r h i s work, he was a lone . 

The s t r u g g l e between the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

and the Nonconformists was a contes t between m i n o r i t i e s i n 

the midst o f apathy and i n d i f f e r e n c e . The general p i c t u r e 

of the D iocese was not one of Di s sen t ing s t r e n g t h . The 

r e a l problem the Church faced was the lack of i n t e r e s t and 

poor r e l i g i o u s educat ion of the p a r i s h i o n e r s . But the resources 

of the Church were d i r e c t e d towards the de rac ina t ion of r e l i g i o u s 

unorthodoxy. Only the Quakers had made a r e a l l y s i g n i f i c a n t 

impression a t the p a r o c h i a l l e v e l , and t h e i r i n f l u e n c e was 

decreas ing . Probably s u p e r s t i t i o n and r e l i g i o u s misconceptions 

were the grea tes t t h r e a t s to C h r i s t i a n l i f e , together w i t h the 

usual problem o f indi f feren<ce amongst o r d i n a r y people. The 

Church was threatened by r e l i g i o u s over-enthusiasm and, on 

the o ther hand, l ack of i n t e r e s t . Nonconformity f l o u r i s h e d 

i n Newcastle and was a f a c t o r i n o ther towns. Genera l ly , the 

r u r a l parishes were conserva t ive and or thodox, not f o r reasons 

of p i e t y , but by the example of t h e i r s o c i a l super io r s and 

f o r t h e i r unwi l l i ngness t o accept new ideas , and the convenience ant 
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expedient o f compliance w i t h the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l a u t h o r i t i e s . 

I n conc luding t h a t Cosin met w i t h some success, q u a l i f i c a t i o n s 

must be made. G r a n v i l l e recorded , probably i n 1675 a f t e r 

Cosin 's death: 

The B i shopr i ck o f Durham i s w i t h o u t d i spu te 
the most conformable p a r t o f England, f o r 
M i n i s t e r s do g e n e r a l l y when they read s e r v i c e , 
read i t accord ing t o t h e i r r u b r i c k , which i s 
a very r a r e t h i n g i n o ther dioceses; bu t i f 
c o n f o r m i t y be the observa t ion of our Common 
Prayer Booke, then t h i s countrey i s on ly 
comparat ively conformable, and f a r r f rom 
being r e a l l y so.^ 

Cosin achieved more success i n r e g u l a t i n g orthodox p rac t i c e s 

i n the p a r i s h churches than i n h i s deal ings w i t h the Noncon­

f o r m i s t s . I n Newcastle he f a i l e d because o f h i s own p o s i t i o n 

of weakness and the s t r eng ths o f the Dissen t ing movement. 

The Diocese was comparat ively o r d e r l y i n 1660, and other 

f a c t o r s were a t work i n the dec l ine of some o f the s ec t s . 

I n Newcastle i t s e l f , towards the end o f h i s l i f e , Ambrose 

Barnes recorded the d e t e r i o r a t i o n o f Nonconformity , the spread 

of f a c t i o n and jea lousy among the sec ts , the growth of s c e p t i c i s m 
2 

and f o r m a l i t y . Cosin had been unable to e s t a b l i s h a modus 

Vivend i w i t h many o f the Commonwealth preachers, some of 

whose v i r t u e s he recognised, and t h e i r presence i n the Diocese 

1 . G. Ornsby, e d . , 'The Remains of Denis G r a n v i l l e . . . ' , 
I I , SS, 47 (1865) , 23 . 

2 . LAB, 200, 241 , and passim^ f o r a summary of Nonconformity 
i n the D iocese o f Durham i n the l a t e r seventeenth cen tu ry , 
see NCL, 363-71. 
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was a constant i i i i t a t i o n to him throughout h i s episcopate . 

Of h i s i n d u s t r y , h igh sense of du ty , s t a b i l i t y of c o n v i c t i o n 

and p r i n c i p l e , and h i s a p p l i c a t i o n to the du t i e s which were 

expected o f him, and which he set h i m s e l f , the re can be no 

doubt . Where he f a i l e d , i t was the r e s u l t n e i t h e r of weakness 

of character nor shortcomings i n a s s i d u i t y , bu t because the 

task was too great f o r any man. He has been accused of 

i n t o l e r a n c e and obs t inacy , but he was a man who consc i en t i ous ly 

could not have compromised h i s p r i n c i p l e s . That he succeeded 

i n a c h i e v i n g some of h i s o b j e c t i v e s i s c r e d i t a b l e enough, 

cons ide r ing the magnitude of the tasks he encountered.''^ 

The Nonconformist movement had i t s own strengths. . 

T a c t i c a l l y i t was ab le t o make use of i t i n e r a n t preachers, 

to meet almost spontaneously i n secluded places and t o break 

up q u i c k l y be fo re the a u t h o r i t i e s could a c t . I t s underground 

o r g a n i s a t i o n depended upon ve rba l arrangements and, as i t d i d 

not r e q u i r e t a n g i b l e expressions of reverence i n worship , i t 

was d i f f i c u l t to p i n down, and evidence was l a c k i n g . The 

problem was complicated by the outward conformism to the 

Church of England of some o f i t s adherents . When presented 

or a r r e s t e d , i n v a r i a b l y Nonconformists were i n t r a c t a b l e , 

1. For the subsequent development of Nonconformity , see 
M.S. C h i l d , 'Prelude to R e v o l u t i o n : the S t r u c t u r e of 
P o l i t i c s i n County Durham, 1678-88' (Ph.D. Thesis , 
U n i v e r s i t y o f Maryland, 1972), 222-328. 
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unrepentant and s e l f - r i g h t e o u s . Punishment on ea r th was 

p a r t o f God's purpose. I t i s a p h o r i s t i c to say t h a t i t 

i s imposs ib le t o l e g i s l a t e f o r the minds o f men, f o r t h e i r 

thoughts , b e l i e f s and a t t i t u d e s , e s p e c i a l l y when such 

b e l i e f s stem f rom r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n . Rarely can l e g i s ­

l a t i o n s u c c e s s f u l l y a l t e r a t t i t u d e s , c e r t a i n l y i n the s h o r t -

term. A l l i e d w i t h in tense and sus ta ined persecut ion i t can 

be e f f i c a c i o u s i n the l ong - t e rm . I n England, a f t e r 1660, 

i t was not u sua l l y harsh or of continuous s e v e r i t y . Nor, 

f r e q u e n t l y , d i d l o c a l o f f i c i a l s des i re to persecute l e ad ing 

or u s e f u l members of s o c i e t y , when t h e i r only crime was t o 

hold conscient ious views ou ts ide those o f the Church of 

England. They were no longer regarded as h e r e t i c s or agents 

of the D e v i l , even by so s t e r n a d i s c i p l i n a r i a n as Bishop 

Cosin . Conversely indeed, ex t r emis t s among the Dissenters 

were more i n t o l e r a n t o f t h e i r adversar ies than t h e i r opponents 

were of them. A b e l i e f i n the t o l e r a t i o n of a l l C h r i s t i a n s , 

or a t l e a s t P ro tes t an t s , so l ong as they behaved o r d e r l y , 

was i n c r e a s i n g . I t was u l t i m a t e l y delayed by reason of the 

unknown p o l i t i c a l consequences, the danger of i n s u r r e c t i o n , 

the memory o f the pas t , the in t rans igence of a s e c t i o n of 

a l l the p a r t i e s i n v o l v e d , and the problem of the Roman C a t h o l i c s . 

I n t h i s r e spec t , the l a t e r seventeenth century was d e c i s i v e i n 

p rov ing the i m p o s s i b i l i t y of e n f o r c i n g r e l i g i o u s c o n f o r m i t y 

i n England. 
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CHAPTER T H R E E 

THE DERWENTDALE PLOT AND POLITICAL DISSENT 

1663. The Commons-wealth men were now t h i n k i n g , 
t h a t they saw the stream o f the n a t i o n beg inn ing 
to t u r n aga ins t the Court : And upon t h a t they 
were meet ing, and l a y i n g p l o t s t o r e t r i e v e t h e i r 
l o s t game.^ 

Surtees underestimated and r i d i c u l e d the conspiracy i n 

Durham i n 1663 and deprecia ted i t s wider r a m i f i c a t i o n s and 

i m p l i c a t i o n s . He conceded t h a t ' i n the B i shopr i c of Durham 

the Darwent-dale P l o t e x c i t e d no l i t t l e commotion' , but meant 

t h a t the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and secu la r a u t h o r i t i e s r a t h e r ove r ­

r eac t ed . 

The C a v a l i e r s , who saw w i t h dismay the good o l d 
cause r e a r i n g i t s ominous head i n more places 
than the green banks of the Derwent, had every 
reason f o r p rese rv ing the ascendant they had 
j u s t regained . . . the s w e l l of a n o c t u r a l hymn 
pea l i ng down the mountain-side from some conven­
t i c l e o f s e p a r a t i s t s , must have spoken of war 
and d i s a s t e r , r u i n and d e f e a t , o f Naseby, of 
Worcester, and o f Long Marston. 

He concluded t h a t the episode and the alarm \,rhich i t p r e c i p i t a t e d 

were the r e s u l t of an exaggerat ion of an event o f no r e a l 

consequence, because of the unease and i n s e c u r i t y o f the 

a u t h o r i t i e s so soon a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n . 

And thus the two t roops o f Anabapt i s t horse, 
and the men who f o r d e d the Darwent w i t h g l i t t e r i n g 
broad swords, a re reduced i n t o Joseph Hopper, who 
took a f i v e weeks' j aun t i n t o I r e l a n d , and had 
reasons f o r not i n f o r m i n g h i s w i f e , ^ 

1 . G. Burnet , ' H i s t o r y of h i s own Time' (London, 1724), I , 198. 
2 . Surtees, I I , 390 -1 . 
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More recent work, however, has demonstrated t h a t the conspiracy 

which was discovered i n Muggleswick i n March, 1663, was p a r t 

of a nat ionwide scheme, which possessed a remarkably soph is ­

t i c a t e d o r g a n i s a t i o n and was designed and intended t o r i s e 

aga ins t the government i n the autumn of 1663. I t was not 

u n t i l the end o f 1663 t h a t the wider p l o t was rendered useless 

a f t e r severe r ep ress ive ac t ions by the a u t h o r i t i e s , and 

throughout the decade, there were sporadic f e a r s and alarms 

of i t s recrudescence.^ The r e a c t i o n of the n a t i o n a l and l o c a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s , and the seriousness w i t h which they regarded the 

p l o t i s on ly understandable w i t h i n the context o f the emotional 

atmosphere of the t ime . The government saw i t s f e a r s and 

precaut ions as v i n d i c a t e d . I n the years a f t e r the Res to ra t i on 

the country was a l i v e w i t h rumours of miraculous happenings 

and of p l o t t e r s dedicated to the overthrow and d e s t r u c t i o n 

of the regime. Hearsay was accorded wide credence i n a credulous 

age, and the a u t h o r i t i e s expected o p p o s i t i o n , which they were 

a t pains t o r e s i s t . The momentous event of the r e s t i t u t i o n 

of monarchy and the Church of England was not so u n i v e r s a l l y 

1 . The ch ie f works a r e , W.C. Abbo t t , ' E n g l i s h Conspiracy and 
Dissent , 1660-1674', AHR, v o l . 1 4 (1909), 503-28, h e r e i n a f t e r 
r e f e r r e d to as ' A b b o t t ' ; H, Gee, 'The Derwentdale P l o t , 1663' 
TRHS, 3rd s e r i e s , v o l . 11 (1917) , 125-42, h e r e i n a f t e r 
r e f e r r e d to as 'Gee' ; F. Nicho l son , 'The Kaber Rigg P l o t , 
1663 ' , TCWAS, 2nd s e r i e s , v o l . 11 (1911) , 212-32, h e r e i n a f t e r 
r e f e r r e d t o as ' N i c h o l s o n ' ; C.E. W h i t i n g , 'The Great P l o t 
of 1663' , DUJ, v o l . 22 (1918-22) , 155-67, h e r e i n a f t e r 
r e f e r r e d to as ' W h i t i n g ' , 
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accepted and acclaimed as has been commonly dep ic t ed . 

Most of the r e v o l u t i o n a r y leaders had f l e d , were imprisoned 

or under s u r v e i l l a n c e , but the re s t i l l ex i s t ed disbanded 

s o l d i e r s , l esser o f f i c i a l s and extreme sec t a r i ans , whose 

l o y a l t y was t o the d i s c r e d i t e d p a r t y . ^ Many were not 

prepared t o accept the changes p a s s i v e l y . 

The years immediately be fo re and a f t e r 1660 were a 

t ime of u n c e r t a i n t y and unease. A p o c a l y p t i c a l , c h i l i a s t i c 

and m i l l e n a r i a n p r e d i c t i o n s were rampant. Por tents were 

seen and then i n t e r p r e t e d and disseminated i n a v a r i e t y of 
2 

p u b l i c a t i o n s . Prophecies had c i r c u l a t e d t h a t the mid-1650s 

would wi tness remarkable events cu lmina t ing i n the f a l l o f 

A n t i c h r i s t , which , a f t e r 1660 were transposed i n t o an 

exp lana t ion f o r P u r i t a n and r e p u b l i c a n f a i l u r e and evidence 

of the ungodliness of the r e s to r ed system. During the plague 

o f 1665-6 and the Great F i r e o f London, despa i r ing fo recas t s 

of the imminence of the end o f the wor ld were r e v i v e d . ' ' I n 

a wor ld where p r o d i g i e s and por ten t s were r e a d i l y b e l i e v e d , 

the Dissenters , and Ca tho l ics too , s y s t e m a t i c a l l y made use 

of t h e i r incidence i n an a t tempt to overthrow the Res to ra t ion 

se t t l emen t , d i s c r e d i t the King and prove d i v i n e d i sapproba t ion 

1. A b b o t t , 503-4. 

2 . For d e t a i l s of P u r i t a n l i t e r a t u r e , see SEP, 545-71. 

3. C. H i l l , 'The World Turned Upside Down. Radica l Ideas 
du r ing the Eng l i sh R e v o l u t i o n ' (London, 1972), 72-4, 
238, 286. 
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of the Church of England.^ I n the l a t e r 1660s, the b e l i e f 

i n magic and miraculous happenings began to d e c l i n e , but 

Quakers and other s e c t a r i a n s continued to a d v e r t i s e them. 

The King made use of the p r e v a i l i n g climate to strengthen 
2 

h i s own p o s i t i o n by a r e v e r s i o n to h i s cure of S c r o f u l a , 

Such a t t i t u d e s were a l s o manifested i n a continued 

b e l i e f i n malevolent magic and w i t c h c r a f t . A p r o f e s s i o n a l 

witch-hunter had been employed i n a sc a r e i n Newcastle and 

Northumberland i n 1649-50, and a b e l i e f i n d i a b o l i c a l 

possession of persons and ma l e f i c e n t hauntings s u r v i v e d 

throughout the seventeenth century.'' For many, r e l i g i o n 

was frequently a s u p e r s t i t i o u s experience, C h r i s t i a n p r a c t i c e s 

were regarded as magical a c t s , and miraculous rumours generated 

f e a r and r e c r i m i n a t i o n s . Malicious words used i n a moment of 

passion or e c c e n t r i c a c t i v i t i e s r e s u l t e d i n a c c u s a t i o n s of 

s o r c e r y and the b r i n g i n g of charges f o r w i t c h c r a f t . I n 

Newcastle i n 1661, Jane Watson was accused of g i v i n g c h i l d r e n 

a bewitched apple to s p i t e t h e i r mother, and so causing the 

c h i l d r e n great torment. Jane Simpson of Newcastle was accused 

of invoking f i t s and v i s i o n s on one Dorothy Heron i n 1664, 

1. K.V. Thomas, 'Re l i g i o n and the Decline of Magic. S t u d i e s 
i n popular b e l i e f s i n s i x t e e n t h and seventeenth century 
England' (London, 1971), 89-90, 95. 

2. i b i d , 144, 247, 260, 127, 142-3, 193, 195-6, 204-5, 413-4. 
3. i b i d , 486-7; Howell, 232-4. 
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and i n 1667 Einmy Gaskin was s a i d to have induced madness 

and p s y c h i c manifestations a f t e r using threatening words.''^ 

The D e v i l was s t i l l seen a s an e v i l omnipotent agent i n the 

world, whose a i d and power could be conjured and harnessed 

by human beings. Among a l a r g e l y uneducated population which 

knew dearth, poverty, s i c k n e s s and sudden d i s a s t e r , magical 

explanations seemed s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d and i r r e f u t a b l e . I t 

e x p l a i n s the potency of rumour and the calumny i t provoked. 

I n the same way, i t was a dangerous p r a c t i c e to speak 

of the government or the King i n a derogatory manner, f o r 

words u t t e r e d i n a l i g h t - h e a r t e d manner could be i n t e r p r e t e d 

a s s e d i t i o u s or treacherous. There were many cases of people 

i n d i c t e d i n the period a f t e r 1660 f o r using s e d i t i o n s language, 

for the a u t h o r i t i e s were determined to crush opposition. To 

c a s t an a s p e r s i o n on the i n t e g r i t y of Charles I I was a s e r i o u s 

offence, and defamatory and d i s s e n t i e n t voices were s e v e r e l y 

d e a l t with. Even c a s u a l remarks assumed sen t e n t i o u s proportions, 

Margaret Dixon was brought before the Newcastle magistrates on 

May 13th, 1660, f o r saying: 

Whati can they f i n d e noe other man to b r i n g 
i n than a Scotsman? Whati i s there not some 
Englishman more f i t to make a King than a 
S c o t t ? There i s none tha t loves him but drunk 
whores and whoremongers. I hope hee w i l l never 

1. DCY, 92-3, 124-5, 154; f o r other l o c a l cases between 1660 
and 1670, see i b i d , 88-9, 112-14, 127, 176-7; K.V. Thomas, 
•Religion and the Decline of Magic (London, 1971), 
494, 532, 556. 



127 

come i n t o Elngland, for t h a t hee w i l l s e t t 
on f i r e the three Kingdomes as h i s f a t h e r 
before him has done. God's curse l i g h t on 
him. I hope to see h i s bones hanged a t a 
horse t a y l e , and the doggs run through 
h i s puddins.^ 

I t was even more s e r i o u s i f s l a n d e r of the King was backed 

by suggestions of overthrowing him by v i o l e n t means. Henry 

Ashton c a r e l e s s l y s a i d that he had been a good marksman and 

k i l l e d many C a v a l i e r s , Sarah Walker intimated t h a t she would 

organise an army to oppose him, and James Parker s a i d i n 1663: 

I served O l i v e r seaven y e a r e s as a s o u l d i e r , 
and i f any one w i l l put up the f i n g e r on the 
accompt that O l i v e r d i d ingage, I w i l l doe as 
much a s I have done. As f o r the Kinge I am 
not beholdinge to him. I care not a f a r t f o r 
him.2 

Such i n s t a n c e s as these were t r i v i a l compared with the very 

r e a l p l o t s which were t a k i n g form throughout the country, 

but they served to demonstrate that the r e p u b l i c a n cause was 

not y e t l o s t . I t l was defeated but not y e t dead. The e x i s t e n c e 

of t r a i n e d s o l d i e r s , congregations of D i s s e n t e r s , and arms 

dumps, coupled with the r e s i d u a l a n t i - r o y a l i s t f e e l i n g , were 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the l a s t concerted r i s i n g w ith any r e a l 

o r g a n i s a t i o n i n 1663. 

Evidence and information of c o n s p i r a c i e s a g a i n s t the 

1. DCY, 83; there a r e many other examples, i b i d , passim, 
esp, 84, 116 n, 158. 

2. DCY, 130, 99, 115-6. 
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government soon became a v a i l a b l e from many p a r t s of the 

country. Doubtless some of the f e a r s which were expressed 

and the pl o t s which were a l l e g e d were exaggerated, others 

were i l l u s o r y , some might have been fomented by the government 

to take severe r e p r e s s i v e measures. Venner's r i s i n g of F i f t h 

Monarchists i n January, 1661, t e r r o r i s e d the c a p i t a l , and i t s 

proximity to the very centre of government, r e s u l t e d i n a 

proclamation forbidding s e d i t i o u s meetings and c o n v e n t i c l e s 

under pretence of r e l i g i o u s worship. 

These things have produced these e f f e c t s . That 
no man s h a l l have any armes t h a t a r e not r e g i s t e r e d . 
That no man s h a l l l i v e i n the C i t y that takes not 
the oath of a l l e g i a n c e . That no person of any s e c t 
s h a l l out of h i s own house e x e r c i s e r e l i g i o u s d u t i e s , 
nor admit any i n t o h i s house ...^ 

Acti o n was taken a g a i n s t the Post O f f i c e a f t e r l e t t e r s had been 

i n t e r c e p t e d i n March, 1661, a t the time of the e l e c t i o n s to 

Parliament, which showed the s t r e n g t h of a n t i - e p i s c o p a l f e e l i n g 

i n London. A l e t t e r addressed to Newcastle on March 18th 

exhorted the town to fol l o w the example of London and e l e c t 
2 

P r e s b y t e r i a n s and Independents. I n the e a r l y months of 1661, 

the government r e c e i v e d a stream of rep o r t s of f e e l i n g a g a i n s t 

the King, of p l o t s to overthrow the a u t h o r i t i e s and r e f u s a l s 

throughout the country to take the oaths of a l l e g i a n c e . ' ' On 
1. SP Dom/29, 28; 42; see a l s o C.S.P.D., 1660-1, 470-1. 
2. SP Dom/29, 32; 84; see a l s o C.S.P.D., 1660-1, 535-43. 
3. C.S.P.D., 1660-1, 465-9, 484, 500, 504, 507 and passim. 
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January 10th William D e l a v a l l e wrote from Gateshead that 

a treacherous party of one hundred and f i f t y horse the 

previous night had attempted to take the town, 'though t h e i r 

owne f e a r e s made i t then take no e f f e c t ' . He feared t h a t 

the danger was not y e t over and the worst was s t i l l to come, 

and suggested t h a t the m i l i t i a be s e t t l e d to secu r e 'those 

persons that a r e i r r e c o n c i l e a b l e to monarchy', l i k e the 

t r a d e r s that d i s p e r s e d ' i n f i n i t e quantityes of powder and 

shot both i n t o the northerne countyes and i n t o Scotland', 

He went on to warn t h a t many f o r c e s around Newcastle would 

j o i n a new war which was encouraged from the p u l p i t s , and 

common t a l k was that the government would not l a s t a year, 

'which to any reasonableiudgement must suggest the h e l l i s h 
1 

designes now i n t h e i r embrio'. His a l a r m i s t f e a r s r a t h e r 
b e l i e the claim t h a t a l l was q u i e t i n the area i n the y e a r s 

2 

a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n u n t i l 1663. The Quakers were seen 

a s a p a r t i c u l a r t h r e a t because of t h e i r l a r g e meetings, 

r e f u s a l to take the oaths of l o y a l t y and a l l e g e d s e d i t i o u s 

i n t e n t ; r e p o r t s of t h e i r treasonable a c t i v i t i e s came from 

a l l p a r t s of the country, i n c l u d i n g Durham. I n January 

i t was reported from Y o r k s h i r e that they had grown bolder, 
1. S.P. Dom/29, 28; 40. 
2. VCH, I I , 54, 
3. C.S.P.D., 1660-1, 466, 472-7, 481, 514 and passim. 
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abused t h e i r l i b e r t y and on market-days went naked through 

the s t r e e t s , c r y i n g 'Woe, woe to Y o r k s h i r e ' , and met i n 

great multitudes to plan designs to overthrow the government,^ 

During the summer, rumours i n c r e a s e d and t a l k of a major 

conspiracy gained momentum, a pl o t was discovered i n the 

west midlands i n November, and by December, informants t o l d 

of a widespread plan l e d by an inner committee which was 
2 

n e g o t i a t i n g f o r fo r e i g n support. 

The government and the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s took appropriate 

a c t i o n to counter these developments. Large numbers of Quakers 

were a r r e s t e d and imprisoned under e x i s t i n g laws and i n May, 

1661, the Commons began to frame a s t e r n B i l l to r e s t r i c t 

and p e n a l i s e the F r i e n d s , which the f o l l o w i n g year became 

the Quaker Act.*^ F r a n c i s Howgill, a l e a d i n g Quaker, i n the 

s p r i n g of 1661 wrote to a F r i e n d i n Durham, Richard Hickson, 

informing him that four thousand F r i e n d s were i n pri s o n throughout 

the country and f i v e hundred i n London. He encouraged him to 
endure the s u f f e r i n g s i n t h i s world which would be rewarded 

4 

i n the next. Measures were taken to disarm the d i s a f f e c t e d 

and a proclamation i n A p r i l ordered a l l c a s h i e r e d o f f i c e r s 
1. SP Dom/29, 28; 45. 
2. Abbott, 506-9. 
3. 13 8c 14, Car I I , c 1; Q2, 9-10, 14-5, 21-3. 
4. SP Dom/29, 32; 69. 
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to l e a v e the c a p i t a l . ^ A c t i o n was taken to c l e a n s e town 

o f f i c e s of those whose l o y a l t y was suspect, which became 

backed by the Corporation Act of 1662. The government did 

a l l i n i t s power to demonstrate i t s stre n g t h and d i s c r e d i t 

the previous regime, i n c l u d i n g the exhumation of Cromwell 

and other r e v o l u t i o n a r y l e a d e r s . A more e f f e c t i v e i n t e l l i g e n c e 

system was organised and government s p i e s began to operate, 

whose purpose was to s e a r c h out p l o t t e r s and inform of 

designs, and r e s t r i c t i v e measures were employed a g a i n s t the 

l i t e r a t u r e of s e c t a r i e s . ' ' I n 1662, as rumours i n c r e a s e d , the 

m i l i t i a was s e t i n order, more severe a c t i o n was taken a g a i n s t 
4 

c o n v e n t i c l e s and n a t i o n a l strongholds were garrisoned. 

The government were expecting s e r i o u s attempts a t 

i n s u r r e c t i o n which seemed to be borne out by the m u l t i p l y i n g 

rumours and r e p o r t s i n 1662. The d i s a f f e c t e d p a r t i e s were 

g r e a t l y incensed by the r e p r e s s i v e measures, p a r t i c u l a r l y 

the Act of Uniformity. F e a r s engendered more f e a r s and 

rumours became more frequent and d e f i n i t e , which i n November 

c r y s t a l l i s e d i n the di s c o v e r y of a conspiracy i n the c a p i t a l 

1. C.S.P.D., 1660-1, 567-8; see a l s o i b i d , 150, 415; J.R. 
Western, 'The E n g l i s h M i l i t i a i n the Eighteenth Century. 
The Story of a p o l i t i c a l I s s u e , 1660-1802' (London, 1965), 
32-3. 

2. See J.H. Sancret, 'The R e s t o r a t i o n Government and the 
Municipal Corporations', EHR, vol.45 (1930), 232-59. 

3. Abbott, 504-5. 
4. i b i d , 511; J.R. Western, 'The Ekiglish M i l i t i a i n the Eighteen! 

Century . . ( L o n d o n , 1965), 34, 
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which even i m p l i c a t e d the King's own guards.^ I n January, 

1662, orders were made to s e a r c h for arms i n Kent, a plot 

was unearthed i n Southwark and there were claims th a t s o l d i e r s 

were ready to ' t r y one bout' for they would ' s h o r t l y have 
2 

g a l l a n t times a g a i n ' . I n February, some l e t t e r s of Quakers 

found on the high road near Cockermouth 'containeing such 

s u s p i c i o u s e x p r e s s i o n s ' of p l o t t i n g throughout h i s Majesty's 

three kingdoms were sent to S e c r e t a r y Williamson, together 

with examinations of two Quakers and d e t a i l s of t h e i r meetings 

and c o l l e c t i o n s which gave 'great an opportunity to malicious 

d i s s a t i s f i e d s p i r i t t s ' . * ' I n February, came news of v i l l a i n s 

i n Amsterdam corresponding w i t h the d i s l o y a l i n England, i n 

A p r i l the Quakers were s a i d to be purchasing the best horses, 

f o r which they paid double and t r e b l e i n M a c c l e s f i e l d , while 

i n June the government was informed of twenty thousand d i s -
4 

a f f e c t e d i n I r e l a n d . Information from Y o r k s h i r e , Somerset, 

Hampshire and other a r e a s coalesced during the summer into 

the imminent p r o b a b i l i t y of an organised general r i s i n g . 
1. Abbott, 512-5; Gee, 127-8; Whiting, 155-7. 
2. C.S.P.D., 1661-2, 248, 255, 258; i n s t a n c e s a r e numerous of 

which these a r e merely examples. 
3. SP Dom/29, 50; 8. ( S i r John Williamson, i n 1660 f e l l o w and 

t u t o r a t Queens College, Oxford, became s e c r e t a r y to S i r 
Edward Nicholas, S e c r e t a r y of S t a t e , a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n . 
A f t e r 1662 he f i l l e d the same post under h i s s u c c e s s o r . S i r 
Henry Bennett, l a t e r Lord A r l i n g t o n , whom Williamson himself 
succeeded, 1674-9; see a l s o DNB.) 

4. C.S.P.D., 1661-2, 274, 356, 385, 398. 
5. C.S.P.D., 1661-2, 418, 431, 434, 439 and passim. 
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On J u l y 16th, Lord Pauconberg, Lord-Lieutenant of the North 

Riding of Y o r k s h i r e , wrote t h a t he had 

r e c e i v e d s e v e r a l l Informations of meetings 
and much r i d i n g i n the night of D i s a f f e c t e d 
persons. 

He b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e r e were grounds f o r r e a l s u s p i c i o n because 

the governor a t Tynemouth was s a i d to maintain d i s a f f e c t e d 

c h aplains and o l d army s o l d i e r s , and the examination he 

enclosed was r e l e v a n t to l e t t e r s intended f o r there concerning 

a general r i s i n g of P r e s b y t e r i a n s , Quakers and Scot s i n the 

north on August 28th. He added t h a t i n L a n c a s h i r e , 

M i n i s t e r s there a r e very Confident, and high 
i n t h e i r Language, l i t t l e L e s s e than Treason, 
and not one ijan i n the whole County intends 
to Conforme. 

On J u l y 17th, the government ordered v i g i l a n c e and the settlement 

of the m i l i t i a , 

there being too much reason to b e l i e v e t h a t 
there i s a design among men of desperate fortunes 
to make some sudden i n s u r r e c t i o n . ^ 

During the autumn, i n t e l l i g e n c e was r e c e i v e d t h a t the r i s i n g 

had been postponed u n t i l the s p r i n g but t h a t p l o t t i n g continued 

i n Dorset, Cheshire, London, Devon, B e r k s h i r e , Somerset, 

W i l t s h i r e , Kent and B r i s t o l . 

1. SP Dom/29, 57; 70, 71 ( l ) . 
2. C.S.P.D., 1661-2, 442; see a l s o i b i d , 603. 
3. C.S.P.D,, 1661-2, 523, 526-8, 530-1, 538-41, 598. 
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I t was a t t h i s time t h a t evidence of the extension of 

the p l o t to Durham f i r s t came to the n o t i c e of the l o c a l 

a u t h o r i t i e s , although i t i s impossible to know whether or 

not the area was, a t t h i s stage, c e n t r a l to the general design. 

I t s i n s t i g a t o r s c e r t a i n l y intended i t to be a general design. 

Informers t o l d of messages c a r r i e d throughout the country, 

and to f e l l o w - c o n s p i r a t o r s abroad, and correspondence between 

the d i f f e r e n t a r e a s was maintained. Government d i r e c t i v e s 

had a l r e a d y put Cosin on h i s guard, aid i n the autumn, i n h i s 

c a p a c i t y a s Lord-Lieutenant, he became acquainted with an 

i n t e r c e p t e d correspondence between Paul Hobson and John J o p l i n 

i n London and Mary Hutchinson and others i n Durham.^ Hobson 

had been a B a p t i s t i n Northumberland, a L i e u t e n a n t - c o l o n e l 

and deputy-governor of Newcastle before 1660. He had been 

an appointed v i s i t o r of the c o l l e g e founded a t Durham and 
2 

was a vigorous opponent of R o y a l i s t s . John J o p l i n had been 

the governor of Durham gaol before the R e s t o r a t i o n and was 

deeply opposed to the r e s t o r a t i o n of the Anglican Church, 

Sending d e t a i l s of the l e t t e r s to h i s son-in-law and deputy 

l i e u t e n a n t . S i r G i l b e r t Gerard, Cosin s a i d of Hobson: 

1. Gee, 129. 
2. Howell, 248-9, 333 n, 204-5. 
3. DCY, 107 n. 
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Out of which you may see which way he D r i v e s . 
The Deputy-Lieutenants here (to whom he i s knowne 
b e t t e r than to me) conceive him to be a very 
Dangerous and D i s a f f e c t e d person. 

Hobson's l e t t e r s s a i d t h a t 

T i s a time to t r y a l l our confidence, comforts, 
p r i n c i p l e s , p r a c t i s e ... I dare not w r i t e the 
news; though there i s very much, good and bad, 
but most bad, ^ a n d J A l l f r i e n d s a r e w e l l , 
though the d e v i l s r e i g . 

I n June, J o p l i n had w r i t t e n to Durham t h a t : 

Neither I nor no honest man can expect our l i b e r t y 
or l i v e s one hour f o r now the beast doth not only 
r o a r but rage. The p r i s o n s a r e f u l l , and the cryes 
of the oppressed goes up to the e a r s of the Lord 
m i g h t i l y . 

In themselves, the l e t t e r s t o l d l i t t l e , but Cosin r e a l i s e d the 

s e r i o u s n e s s of the men and others and secured t h e i r a r r e s t . 

However, they were subsequently r e l e a s e d on bond and, though 

Hobson returned to London, J o p l i n continued h i s work i n the 
2 

B i s h o p r i c . Their l i b e r a t i o n proved to be a grave e r r o r of 

judgement. 

Although i n December, 1662, the King attempted a d i f f e r e n t 

t a c t i c i n i s s u i n g a D e c l a r a t i o n of Indulgence designed to win 

the support of s e c t a r i e s , r e l i e v e C a t h o l i c s and Nonconformists, 

stop conspiracy and s t a b i l i s e h i s own p o s i t i o n , i t was soon 

revoked because of the opposition of Anglicans, D i s s e n t e r s and 

Parliament, and the di s c o v e r y of p l o t s i n I r e l a n d and Durham 

1. SP Dom/29, 63; 34, 34 ( l ) ; quoted i n Ornsby, I I , 99-100. 
2. i b i d ; SP Dom/29, 103; 110, l l o ( I ) ; Gee, 129; Ornsby, 

I I , 98, 104. 
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i n the s p r i n g of 1663.^ What came to l i g h t i n Durham i n 

March, 1663, became knoim a s the Derwentdale Plo.t or 

Muggleswick Conspiracy. I t was planned and formulated a t 

meetings i n Muggleswick Park on Muggleswick Common, i n the 

grounds of an a n c i e n t r e s i d e n c e of the p r i o r s of Durham, and 

came to the a t t e n t i o n of Cosin by the information of a defector 

from the ranks of the c o n s p i r a t o r s , one John E l l e r i n g t o n , I n 

various d e p o s i t i o n s , he explained the aims of the p l o t , i t s 
2 

o r g a n i s a t i o n and i t s c h i e f adherents. S u r t e e s described 

E l l e r i n g t o n a s 'an infamous scoundrel', which seems a harsh 

judgement, even though he might have been motivated by the 

prospect of personal gain and repute, d e s p i t e h i s a f f i r m a t i o n 

that he had become c o n s c i e n c e - s t r i c k e n a t the enormity of the 

design.'' 

Muggleswick l i e s i n the north-west of County Durham, 

west of C a s t l e s i d e i n the thickly-wooded Derwent v a l l e y . Even 

today a c c e s s to i t i s d i f f i c u l t and i t i s merely a sma l l 

c o l l e c t i o n of cottages, a farm and a church. Muggleswick 

Common i s w i l d moorland with a commanding view over the county 

to the e a s t . There had been a B a p t i s t congregation there s i n c e 

1. Abbott, 515-20; Ornsby, I I , 101-2. 
2. SP Dora/29, 70; 13; SP Dom/29, 96; 69; SP Dom/29, 97; 33, 33(1) 

33 ( I I ) ; SP Dom/29, 98; 4, 34; BM; AHd. MS, Vol.33770; f 37; 
Gee, 129-32; Whiting, 157-9; Ornsby, I I , 314-7. 

3. S u r t e e s , I I , 389-90; SP Dom/29, 70; 13; SP Dom/29, 98; 34; 
Add, 33770; 37; Harding, 113-4. 
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1652, of which E l l e r i n g t o n professed to be a member.^ He 

was a s e r v a n t of Lady F o r s t e r of Blanchland, the widow of 

S i r Claudius F o r s t e r of Blanchland and Bamburgh, and had 

known of the p l o t some time before he informed Lady Mallory, 

a ser v a n t of Lady F o r s t e r , who s e n t him immediately to communi-
2 

cate the s t o r y to B a s i r e and the Bishop, who informed W h i t e h a l l . 

He s a i d i n A p r i l , 1664, that i n i t i a l l y the Bishop had not 

b e l i e v e d him, but c e r t a i n l y Cosin r e a c t e d by n o t i f y i n g the 

c e n t r a l a u t h o r i t i e s and h i s deputy l i e u t e n a n t s . Other meetings 

had preceded the great rendezvous i n Muggleswick Park of March, 

1663, and those present had sworn an oath of s e c r e c y t h a t none 

would divulge t h e i r aims and a c t i v i t i e s , and they had d i s c u s s e d 

the support which they would r e c e i v e from other p a r t s of the 

country and the accumulation of arms and ammunition.^ A f t e r 

h i s i n i t i a l d e p o s i t i o n s , E l l e r i n g t o n was a g ain s e n t i n t o the 
4 

north-east where he claimed p l o t t i n g continued i n 1664, 

The discovery of the p l o t i n Durham did not h a l t the 

preparations f o r a general r i s i n g , which had a l r e a d y been 

postponed u n t i l the s p r i n g of 1663 and was postponed again 
5 

u n t i l the autumn. P l o t t i n g continued through the summer and 

the a u t h o r i t i e s became acquainted w i t h plans f o r a general 1. D. Douglas, 'History of the B a p t i s t Churches i n the North of 
England from 1648 to 1845' (London, 1846), 81-6; see at)ove^7-^ 

2. SP Dom/29, 70 
3. SP Dom/29, 70 
4. SP Dom/29, 97 
5. SP Dom/29, 61 

13; SP Dom/29, 98; 4; Ornsby, I I , 105-6. 
13; Add, 33770; 37. 
33, 3 3 ( 1 ) , 3 3 ( 1 1 ) . 
79; SP Pom/29, 70; 13. 
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r i s i n g i n October.^ Meetings took p l a c e a t Harrogate, 

Knaresborough and elsewhere of c o n s p i r a t o r s from Scotland, 
2 

Durham, Westmorland and Y o r k s h i r e . The culmination of the 

e f f o r t s was a r i s i n g a t F a r n l e y Wood, near Leeds, and an 

attempted r e b e l l i o n i n Westmorland where the r e b e l s met a t 

Kaber Rigg, on October, 12th. Only twenty men were a t the 

Yor k s h i r e r i s i n g and t h i r t y i n Westmorland. A party was 

expected to r i s e a t Woodham Moor i n the B i s h o p r i c on October 
4 

13th, but there i s no record of the r i s i n g m a t e r i a l i s i n g . 

To understand f u l l y the p l o t ' s s i g n i f i c a n c e , of which the 

northern element was only a part, though i n the event the 

most a c t i v e p a r t , i t i s imperative to examine the aims of 

the c o n s p i r a t o r s , t h e i r s t r e n g t h of men and o r g a n i s a t i o n , 

and what kind of people were invo l v e d . The e f f i c i e n c y and 

org a n i s a t i o n of the c e n t r a l and l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s must be 

s i m i l a r l y s c r u t i n i s e d . Although l i t t l e disturbance took 

place w i t h i n Durham and Northumberland many l o c a l people were 

involved and i m p l i c a t e d . ^ 
1. SP Dom/29, 81; 77. 
2. SP Dora/29, 98; 1. Hie development of the p l o t during 1663 i s 

documented i n Gee, 130-9; Whiting, 159-64; Abbott, 521-4. 
S i r Thomas Gower's paper iSP Dom/29, 81; 77) d e t a i l s chrono­
l o g i c a l developments during the year, 

3. SP Dom/29, 82; 37; Add, 33770; 47 v; Nicholson, 215-6; 
DCY, x v i i - x x i , 102 n - 3 n. 

4. SP Dom/29, 82; 37(11). 
5. Most of our knowledge of the aims, means, strength and organi­

s a t i o n of the pl o t comes from the depositions of informers, 
and the examinations of p a r t i c i p a n t s a f t e r the r e v e l a t i o n of 
the p l o t to the a u t h o r i t i e s and a f t e r the events of October 
12th, Add, 33770 i s a t r a n s c r i p t i o n of the depositions of 
Yo r k s h i r e p l o t t e r s and other informers. The depositions of 
d i f f e r e n t c o n s p i r a t o r s correspond to a s i g n i f i c a n t degree. 



139 

When Cosin wrote to Whitehall on >ferch 22nd, 1663, a f t e r 

he had r e c e i v e d the information of John E l l e r i n g t o n , he s t a t e d 

that the aim of the co n s p i r a t o r s was, 

to R i s e i n R e b e l l i o n a g a i n s t the present 
Government and to destroy t h i s present P a r l i ­
ament which had made a law a g a i n s t l i b e r t y of 
Conscience and murder a l l Bishops, Deans and 
Chapters and a l l other M i n i s t e r s of the Church, 
to breake a l l Organes and f u r t h e r k i l l a l l the 
Gentry t h a t should e i t h e r oppose them or not 
joyne w i t h them ... 

They intended to destroy a l l prayer books, s e i z e the money 

and arms magazines i n Durham and plunder the town,^ A r i s i n g 

proposed f o r March 25th was postponed i n order to discover the 

a t t i t u d e of Parliament towards t o l e r a t i o n of tender consciences, 

Having secured many of those c i t e d a s p l o t t e r s , Cosin again 

wrote to the P r i v y Council to e j q i l a i n t h a t a f t e r examinations, 

they a l l s t i f f e l y deny the contents of the 
information to be t r u e , more than t h a t they 
have had frequent meetings together i n s e v e r a l l 
numbers f o r teaching, praying, and exhorting 2 
one another to constancy i n endureing p e r s e c u t i o n . 

In May, 1664 E l l e r i n g t o n informed t h a t 

they l i f t up t h e i r hands and prayd t h a t God would 
deny them t h e i r portion i n heaven i f they discovered 
the designe (which was) to destroy the Church and 
a l l powers. 

1. SP Dom/29, 70; 13; p r i n t e d i n S u r t e e s , I I , 389; see a l s o 
Add, 33770; 37, 

2. SP Dom/29, 70; 58; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 105-6. 
3. SP Dom/29, 98; 4; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 315-7, 
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A f t e r the discovery of the p l o t i n Durham the party i n the 

north attempted to c o n s t r u c t a manifesto of t h e i r aims which 

would embody t h e i r grievances, c l a r i f y t h e i r p o s i t i o n and 

perhaps serve as a p e t i t i o n or statement of demands a f t e r 

a s u c c e s s f u l i n s u r r e c t i o n . The d e c l a r a t i o n which was designed 

was l a r g e l y the work of Dr. Edward Richardson, a B a p t i s t 

e j e c t e d from Ripon and a p h y s i c i a n , who was deeply involved 

i n the o r g a n i s a t i o n of the p l o t and, a f t e r i t s r e v e l a t i o n , 

f l e d to Holland.^ There was co n s i d e r a b l e disagreement though, 

and i t was f r e q u e n t l y a l t e r e d and r e v i s e d . I t proposed a 

v a r i e t y of r e l i g i o u s , p o l i t i c a l and economic reforms. The 

confessions of Y o r k s h i r e c o n s p i r a t o r s s a i d i t was 'to r e s t o r e 

the o l d Parliament', 'against T i t h e s , E x c i s e and Chimney Money', 

'to d e c l a r e f o r L i b e r t y of Conscience, and a g a i n s t the proceedings 

of General Monk i n the bringing i n h i s Majesty, and a g a i n s t the 

e s t a b l i s h e d Church Government, a g a i n s t the Oppressions of the 

Poor i n the Land', and 'for a Gospel ^felgistracy and M i n i s t r y 
2 

a g a i n s t Bishops and the Common Prayer and a g a i n s t E x c i s e ' . 

S i m i l a r or i d e n t i c a l aims occurred throughout the confessions 

of those apprehended as being p l o t t e r s . 

D i f f e r e n t defendants remembered d i f f e r e n t a s p e c t s of the 

d e c l a r a t i o n , f o r they would have r e c a l l e d most e a s i l y those 

1. CR, 410-1; SP Dom/29, 94; 112. 
2. SP Dom/29, 81; 77; Add, 33770, 5 v, 8, 20. 
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which had p a r t i c u l a r personal appeal. Although the economic 

demands and grievances would have been popular among nany, 

the demand for freedom of worship and l i b e r t y of conscience 

predominated. The c o n s p i r a t o r s were prepared and e n t h u s i a s t i c 

to use v i o l e n t means to e f f e c t an overthrow of the r e s t o r e d 

Church of England, the e c c l e s i a s t i c a l and e p i s c o p a l h i e r a r c h y 

and the enforced uniformity. This was of more importance than 

the defeat of the King, f o r they were, more o f t e n than not, 

Nonconformists f i r s t and r e p u b l i c a n s second. But many of the 

e x t r e m i s t s saw the Church and monarchy as synonymous, f o r 

experience had taught them t h a t without the King they had been 

f r e e to worship i n t h e i r own way. I t was indeed the Good Old 

Cause. The monarchy was accused of promoting C a t h o l i c i s m and 

A n t i c h r i s t ; a Leeds c l o t h i e r was t o l d by a c o n s p i r a t o r , Peregrine 

Corney, that ' t h i s Year was to be Rome's r u i n ' . ^ I n the programme 

they adopted, t h e i r b a s i s f o r p r o t e s t and schemes f o r change 

hinged on r e l i g i o u s c o n v i c t i o n s , and u n l i k e the L e v e l l e r s , 

Diggers or the Ranters of the Interregnum y e a r s , they d i d not 

seek a r a d i c a l or immediate change i n the s o c i a l order. Nor 

di d they d e s i r e the f o r c i b l e establishment of God's millenium 

and r u l e as the F i f t h Monarchists had done. Rather t h i s was 

the emotional r e a c t i o n of the more extreme element among the 

1. Add, 33770; 23. E l l e r i n g t o n ' s a s s e r t i o n t h a t p a p i s t s were 
involved i n the p l o t (SP Dom/29, 70; 13; S u r t e e s , I I , 389), 
was an i s o l a t e d and doubtless f a n c i f u l suggestion. 



142 

P r e s b y t e r i a n s , Independents and B a p t i s t s , who had j u s t been 

deprived of the freedom to p r a c t i s e t h e i r f a i t h s to which 

they had become accustomed. They r e a c t e d with a f e r v e n t d e s i r e 

to overthrow a government which supported an uncompromising 

p o l i c y of persecution and was bent on destroying a l l o u t s i d e 

the Church of England. The importance which the p l o t t e r s 

a t t a c h e d to the support of i n f l u e n t i a l persons and mighty 

s u b j e c t s a l s o suggests th a t i t was no mere s o c i a l r e v o l t . I t 

was too c a l c u l a t e d and ordered to have been a r e v o l t of economic 

o r i g i n s , which would have been more l i k e l y to have been manifested 

i n a b l i n d , impassioned, spontaneous i n s u r r e c t i o n . I t was not 

the c h i l d of the extreme, r a d i c a l views of the C i v i l War or 

Commonwealth y e a r s , nor was i t an appeal to the King, I ^ r l i a m e n t , 

or an a l t e r n a t i v e a u t h o r i t y . I t was born of f r u s t r a t i o n a t the 

Anglican settlement and d i r e c t e d a g a i n s t the i n s e i i a r a b l e e v i l s 

of the Church and the King. The prime motive was r e l i g i o u s , 

backed by t h e i r f a i t h , and the o v e r r i d i n g aim was to r e s t o r e 

freedom of worship by the r e s t o r a t i o n of the r e p u b l i c . 

The t a c t i c a l plans of which the c o n s p i r a t o r s boasted 

were both ambitious and o p t i m i s t i c . S i r Thomas Gower, the 

high s h e r i f f of Y o r k s h i r e and a deputy l i e u t e n a n t of the North 

Riding, whose t i r e l e s s v i g i l a n c e and sy s t e m a t i c counter-espionage 

a c t i v i t i e s played a determining p a r t i n the f r u s t r a t i o n of the 

p l o t , knew i n d e t a i l and i n advance, the l i k e l y operations of 
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the plotters,•'^ He was informed t h a t , i n a s s i z e week, attempts 

would be made to capture York, Durham, Newcastle and Berwick. 

At the same time, a party would f a l l on Whitehall, Nottingham 

and Gloucester would be taken f o r t h e i r s t r a t e g i c importance, 

Boston would be f o r t i f i e d to r e c e i v e Dutch s u p p l i e s , and 

Scotland and the south-west of England would subsequently 

r i s e . The plans were formulated a t a s e r i e s of meetings i n 

Yo r k s h i r e of c o n s p i r a t o r s from the northern counties and Scotland. 

Richardson l a t e r s a i d i n a con f e s s i o n i n Rotterdam th a t none was 

involved i n the p l o t north of Durham or south of Nottingham, 
2 

except f o r two London cont a c t s , of which one was Paul Hobson. 

I t seems l i k e l y that, although tenuous contacts were maintained 

w i t h the d i s a f f e c t e d i n other p a r t s of the country, and c e r t a i n l y 

w ith London, the northern p l o t was the most c a r e f u l l y planned 

and developed. The confessions and information of others t o l d 

the same general s t o r y . Ralph Robinson of Cockerton s a i d t h a t 

on October 13th, he and other P r e s b y t e r i a n s and Anabaptists 

were to meet a t Woodham Moor i n the B i s h o p r i c , to be l e d by 

one Captain Jones who would command the horse, and that they 

b e l i e v e d i t would be pa r t of a n a t i o n a l r i s i n g . ' ' The Westmorland 

c o n s p i r a t o r s planned to j o i n t h e i r f e l l o w s i n IXirham and capture 

1. SP Dom/29, 81; 77; Add, 33770, 33 v - 34; Gee, 135. 
2. SP Dom/29, 94; 112. 
3. SP Dora/29, 82; 37( 1 1 ) . 
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the northern towns and c i t i e s a t the same time as the Y o r k s h i r e 

r i s i n g . ^ I n Durham, a thousand men were r e a d y , i t was supposed, 
2 

l e d by Jones, who had come from London. Captain Mason and 

Captain Jones i n Durham expected to be j o i n e d by horses from 

Northumberland and the combined f o r c e would s e i z e the t r e a s u r y 

of the Bishop of Durham, which was thought would contain a t 

l e a s t three thousand pounds.^ The o u t l i n e of the t a c t i c a l 

plans were s i m i l a r l y deposed by d i f f e r e n t c o n s p i r a t o r s , but 

few d e t a i l s had been evolved f or the a c t u a l mechanics of 

capturing the strongholds. The r e b e l s were concerned w i t h 

the s t r e n g t h of numbers and the q u a n t i t y of a v a i l a b l e arms, 

both of which were exaggerated to improve morale and win 

f u r t h e r support. 

I t i s d i f f i c u l t to a s s e s s the s t r e n g t h of the movement 

because of the exaggerated c l a i m s and f e a r s of p l o t t e r s , 

informers and government o f f i c i a l s a l i k e . Depositions f r e q u e n t l y 

r e f e r r e d to a c e n t r a l o r g a n i s a t i o n i n London which i s s u e d i n s t r u c ­

t i o n s and co-ordinated arrangements. There were s a i d to be 
s i x persons together, to Act as a C o u n s i l l , 
namely Blood, Locker, Capt. Wise, Joanes; by 
the name of Mene T e k e l l , Carew and Maior Lee, 
t h e i r designe was to take houses one near the 
Tower, one neare White h a l l and others i n 
s e v e r a l l p l a c e s of the C i t t y . ^ 

1. Nicholson, 214-6. 
2. Add, 33770; 3 v. 
3. Add, 33770; 8-9 and passim. 
4. SP Dom/29, 115; 36 ( l ) . 
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T h e i r purpose was to e f f e c t the r i s i n g i n London and they 

d i r e c t e d a f f a i r s i n the r e s t of the country. John Atkinson, 

a s t o c k i n g e r from Askrigg, Y o r k s h i r e , and c i t e d o f t e n as a 

l e a d i n g organiser of the c e n t r a l committee and the p l o t , 

confirmed t h a t he had taken messages from London to the 

north, and claimed that Jones had been s i m i l a r l y employed.^ 

Gower noted the communications between London and the north 

i n 1663 and the r e s u l t i n g a l t e r a t i o n s of plans which were 

d e c i s i v e i n the f a i l u r e of the scheme. He a l s o recorded the 

d i f f e r e n c e s among the northern c o n s p i r a t o r s and between London 

and the north. A meeting was c a l l e d a t Stank House i n Y o r k s h i r e 

i n August 'to r e c o n c i l e and un i t e the d i s s e n t i n g e s e c t s a g a i n s t 
2 

r o y a l l i n t e r e s t . ' Messengers were sent to London to discover 

the r e a d i n e s s of preparations there and i n s t r u c t i o n s regarding 

the n o r t h . T h e depositions c l e a r l y demonstrate th a t there 

was a great deal of correspondence between c o n s p i r a t o r s i n 

d i f f e r e n t parts of the country. John J o p l i n was c i t e d a s the 

main intermediary between London, northern England and Scotland, 

and was entr u s t e d with the t a s k of winning support among m i n i s t e r s , 

1. SP Dom/29, 115; 38. 
2. SP Dom/29, 81; 77. 
3. Add, 33770; 6, 6 v, 8, 11, 34, 40 v. 
4. SP Dom/29, 82; 108. 
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A l l who were i n the design c o n f i d e n t l y expected the r i s i n g to 

be i n every county, and the numbers s a i d to be involved must 

have a s s u r e d the northern c o n s p i r a t o r s of i n e v i t a b l e s u c c e s s . 

The p l o t t e r s expected t h a t as many as ten thousand men 

would j o i n them a f t e r the i n i t i a l i n s u r r e c t i o n . E i g h t thousand 

were expected to r i s e i n the south-west alone.''^ I n Nottinghamshire, 

three hundred were s a i d to be ready, one thousand i n L e i c e s t e r s h i r e , 

f i v e thousand i n W i l t s h i r e and s i m i l a r contingents were, a l l e g e d l y , 

prepared throughout the country. Jones and Mason, 

i n B i s h oprick would be ready with three hundred^ 
Men w e l l Armed and horsed to pursue the design. 

The v a s t d i s p a r i t y between the estimated numbers which would 

be engaged i n the design and the mere handful who attempted 

to r i s e on October 12th, can be explained i n s e v e r a l ways. 

Morale would have been r a i s e d and more converts won i f i t had 

been g e n e r a l l y b e l i e v e d that l a r g e numbers were involved who 

seemed strong enough to r e a l i s e t h e i r o b j e c t i v e s . The c o n s p i r a t o r s 

genuinely b e l i e v e d i n t h e i r s t r e n g t h . Doubtless, many messengers 

and m i s s i o n a r i e s f o r the cause i n the country would have r e c e i v e d 

nominal approval and support from many who were discontented but 

were not a c t i v e l y prepared to take part i n the u p r i s i n g . A change 

of plan a t the eleventh hour d i d most to f r u s t r a t e the design. 

Although on September 25th the northern p l o t t e r s were informed 

1. SP Dom/29, 81; 77; SP Dom/29, 80; 115. 
2. Add, 33770; 8. 
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by t h e i r envoys on t h e i r r e t u r n from London that a l l was 

ready and the date was f i x e d f o r October 12th, on October 

9th a messenger from London rode north with orders to postpone 

the e n t e r p r i s e f o r a f o r t n i g h t . The delay was explained by 

the f a c t that the r e s p i t e would a l l o w some important i n d i v i d u a l s 

to j o i n t h e i r r a n k s , and a l s o by d i s s i d e n c e among the p l o t t e r s , 

p E i r t i c u l a r l y between F i f t h Monarchists i n London and the r e s t . ^ 

The delay allowed Gower to move a g a i n s t the northern c o n s p i r a t o r s 

Refusing to accept the delay, Captain Oates l e d some of h i s 

party to Fa r n l e y Wood, and s i m i l a r contingents assembled b r i e f l y 

a t Kaber Rigg, Holbeck and T o p c l i f f e . The postponement was 

f a t a l to the design. When Gower drew up a comprehensive l i s t 

of a g i t a t o r s named i n the conspiracy, i n June, 1664, he 

c l a s s i f i e d them according to t h e i r counties of o r i g i n . Although 

the numbers i n most southern and western counties were s m a l l , 

i n the northern counties e s p e c i a l l y Durham and Y o r k s h i r e , they 
2 

were considerably g r e a t e r . The Duke of ftickingham was t o l d 

t h a t two hundred men met a t Fa r n l e y Wood, but t h i s c o n f l i c t s 

w i t h other evidence. 

1. SP Dom/29, 81; 77; SP Dom/29, 80; 139; Add, 33770; 8, 11. 

2. SP Dom/29, 99; 169; see Appendix, Table D. 

3. SP Dom/29, 82; 3 7 ( 1 ) ; Add, 33770, 47 v; DCY, x v i i - x x i , 
102 n, and passim f o r examinations of accused Y o r k s h i r e 
c o n s p i r a t o r s . 
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Gower r e c e i v e d information t h a t the p l o t t e r s had 

agents i n France, Holland and Scotland and th a t they were 

w e l l f u r n i s h e d with ammunition.^ Lewis F r o s t , the South 

S h i e l d s merchant, was the c h i e f provider of ammunition and 

arms i n the north-east. A Y o r k s h i r e p l o t t e r was informed 

by George Roomfoot of the Durham par t y t h a t 

one Lewis F r o s t a Master of a Ship i n the County 
of Durham and brought from London s e v e r a l Arms 
and betwixt 40 and 50 Blunderbusses which he 2 
would land a t S h i e l d s a g a i n s t the time p r e f i x e d . 

I t was intended to s e i z e l e a d i n g members of the gentry and 

a c q u i r e t h e i r arms; the Y o r k s h i r e p l o t t e r s hoped to capture 

one hundred horses and arms from Lord Fauconberg's house w i t h 

which to secure the area."' The p l o t t e r s were aware of the 

n e c e s s i t y f o r l a r g e numbers of men, r e a d i l y a v a i l a b l e cash 

and f o r e i g n help, but i n t h e i r enthusiasm and optimism they 

f a i l e d to plan such arrangements i n s u f f i c i e n t d e t a i l but 

merely accepted the hearsay of o t h e r s , u n t i l t h e i r r e s o u r c e s 

assumed l i m i t l e s s proportions and the prospect of f a i l u r e 

seemed impossible. E l l e r i n g t o n claimed that t h e r e had been 

ready, 'match, powder, hand granadoes and other things for 

1. SP Dom/29, 81; 77. 
2. Add, 33770, 23 v. 
3. Add, 33770, 34. 
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the c a r i i n g on that b u s i n e s s ' , and that he p e r s o n a l l y had 

been employed d e l i v e r i n g p a r c e l s and l e t t e r s and bringing 

arms int o the country.''' 

The c o n s p i r a t o r s were g e n e r a l l y humble men, farmers 

or tradesmen, l e d by o f f i c e r s and s o l d i e r s of the Cromwellian 

regime. The bulk of those a r r e s t e d i n Durham a f t e r E l l e r i n g t o n ' s 

r e v e l a t i o n s were a g r i c u l t u r a l workers of r u r a l Rirham and 

Northumberland. However, E l l e r i n g t o n i m p l i c a t e d s e v e r a l b e t t e r -

known persons who were imprisoned; he claimed to have conveyed 

l e t t e r s between J o p l i n and Captain Mitford of Mitford r e l e v a n t 

to the p l o t , t h a t Thomas Burdis of Durham was f a m i l i a r with 

J o p l i n and the s e d i t i o u s plan, t h a t Captain Edward Shipperdson 

of Murton and Mr. Timothy Whittingham of Durham were involved. 

Other members of the middling gentry were named by E l l e r i n g t o n 
2 

and secured. He claimed that meetings were held a t the home 

of Robert Selby i n Durham and a t the house of John Ward a t 

Muggleswick. He provided a comprehensive l i s t of those who 

p l o t t e d treason a t Muggleswick, some of whom must have t r a v e l l e d 

long d i s t a n c e s to attend meetings,'' Lewis F r o s t of South S h i e l d s 

was deeply i m p l i c a t e d by E l l e r i n g t o n and others; he and Cuthbert 
1. SP Dom/29, 96; 69; SP Dom/29, 98; 4. 
2. SP Dom/29, 96; 69; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 314-5 with 

important notes; SP Dom/29, 96; 7 0 ( 1 ) ; see Appendix, Table E. 
3. Add, 33770; 37; see Appendix, Tables F and G, 
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and Michael Coatsworth were B a p t i s t s and E l l e r i n g t o n claimed 

that F r o s t had attempted to b r i b e him to stop h i s informing, and 

he might see what encouragement he had gott 
f o r h i s Informinge a g a i n s t the good people 
whoe d e s i r e d to E s t a b l i s h the good lawes of 
God i n Suppressinge the Bishopps and present 
Government: which occasioned these i n s u f f e r a b l e 
taxes and vexations upon the people of God.^ 

The p l o t t e r s were u s u a l l y g e n e r i c a l l y termed 'Anabaptists and 
2 

P r e s b y t e r i a n s ' . I t was ' P r e s b i t e r s and A n a b a p t i s t s ' who were 

expected to meet a t Woodham Moor, Independents were a l s o some­

times mentioned, and E l l e r i n g t o n so described them.'' Quakers 

too were often c i t e d i n l a r g e numbers a s being party to the 

design, a t h r e a t intended to i n s t i l f e a r i n t o a l l who heard. 

On October 15th, 1663, Bernard Walker of Newcastle claimed to 

have met about eighty mounted, armed Quakers and Anabaptists 

near Carleton i n Coversdale, who demanded to know h i s business. 

He had l e a r n t i n an alehouse t h a t f i v e hundred such men were 
4 

t r a v e l l i n g f r e e l y through the d a l e s i n c i t i n g s e d i t i o n . I t 

was a s s e r t e d t h a t 'many Quakers of B i s h o p r i c k were ingaged i n 

the design', some ac t e d as messengers. Dr. Richardson had s a i d 

one thousand would j o i n them, and the same number had even been 

s a i d to be prepared i n Durham County alone.^ The F i f t h Monarchists 
1. SP Dom/29, 97; 3 3 ( 1 ) . 
2. For example i n an e a r l y information, SP Dom/29, 61; 79. 
3. Add, 33770; 19 v, 32 v, 37. 
4. SP Dom/29, 81; 106. 
5. Add, 33700; 10, 19 v, 32 v, 34 v. 
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were s a i d to be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r the postponement of plans; 

a messenger, one Marsden, on h i s r e t u r n from London s a i d 

they had r e f u s e d to j o i n the present scheme, but there was 

no mention of them i n the north.^ 

The c o n s p i r a t o r s b e l i e v e d t h a t they had the support 

of a number of le a d i n g men i n the country and att a c h e d great 

importance to t h i s . Such a claim occurred f r e q u e n t l y i n 

depos i t i o n s and i t might have been t h a t some of them knew 

of the pl o t and even prepared to give i t t a c i t approval, 

without committing themselves to an a c t i v e part i n i t . The 

names of F a i r f a x , Manchester and Wharton were f r e e l y used by 

messengers and informers as being favourable to the scheme, 

although afterwards such a c c u s a t i o n s never s t u c k or were 
2 

proved. Captain Oates, a f t e r the escapade a t F a r n l e y Wood, 

s a i d that Lord Wharton had been expected to j o i n the design 

along with other important gentlemen, and Enoch S i n k l e r of 

Leeds had been t o l d that Henry Cromwell, Fleetwood and Ludlow 

were part of i t . ' ' Paul Hobson's connection with the Cromwellian 

regime has been e s t a b l i s h e d , and the other members of the London 

c o u n c i l were s a i d to be old s o l d i e r s , one of whom. Captain 

Roger Jones, was appointed to l e a d the Durham party, though 

1. Add, 33770, 11, 31. 
2. Whiting, 164; Abbott, 525; DCY, 103 n. 
3. Add, 33770, 6 v, 20. 
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h i s f a m i l y was i n London.^ He was to be jo i n e d by other 

old s o l d i e r s i n the B i s h o p r i c f o r the e n t e r p r i s e , l i k e 

Captains Nfeison, Button and Shipperdson. A northern c o u n c i l 
2 

l e d by John Atkinson attempted to co-ordinate p l a n s . Atkinson 

was p a r t i c u l a r l y a c t i v e a s a messenger and p u b l i c i t y agent. 

Captain Robert Atkinson was to lea d the Cumberland and 

Westmorland contingent as he d i d a t Kaber Rigg. He had been 

governor of Appleby C a s t l e and was one of the lead i n g p l o t t e r s 

i n the north, and was e v e n t u a l l y executed a f t e r escaping from 

prison.'' Many other s o l d i e r s of the previous regime were 

involved, l i k e Colonel Greathead, whose m i l i t a r y knowledge 
4 

was regarded as e s s e n t i a l f o r the su c c e s s of the p l o t . 

Too many people knew about the conspiracy f o r i t to 

have been withheld from the n o t i c e of the a u t h o r i t i e s . Conse­

quently, the l o c a l and c e n t r a l o f f i c i a l s were a b l e to take 

e f f e c t i v e p r e v e n t i v e measures. E a r l y i n August, 1663, Gower 

secured about one hundred of the c h i e f designers i n Y o r k s h i r e 

i n only two days, and they were taken to York, 
upon pretence of i l l e g a l meetings, not 
expressing the l e a s t s u s p i t i o n of a p l o t t . 

1. SP Dom/29, 115; 3 6 ( 1 ) ; Add, 33770, 33 v. 
2. SP Dom/29, 97; 98. 
3. SP Dom/29, 84; 64. 
4. SP Dom/29, 83; 42. 
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The design was broken and they were dismissed on good s e c u r i t y 

and c a r e f u l l y watched, and many promised to give i n t e l l i g e n c e 

to the a u t h o r i t i e s . By a c a r e f u l system of counter-espionage 

Gower was enabled to remain acquainted with the developments 

i n the p l o t . A f t e r the message from London on October 9th 

postponing the r i s i n g again, the f o l l o w i n g day Gower rounded 

up n i n e t y of the p r i n c i p a l o f f i c e r s and a g i t a t o r s i n the north. 

This a c t i o n and the confusion the message i t s e l f had provoked 

among the various northern bands, meant that the r i s i n g on 

the night of October 12th would be a p a t h e t i c gesture.''^ I t 

was, but w i t h a l i t t l e more s e c r e c y , a l i t t l e more care, g r e a t e r 

o r g a n i s a t i o n and preparation, the r i s i n g might have been a 

formidable attempt and caused the government some considerable 

anxi ety. 

The p l o t was the dominant problem which the c e n t r a l and 

l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s faced during 1663 and 1664. A measure of 

t h i s i s the s e r i o u s n e s s with which i t was regarded and the 

preparations which were made to counteract i t . I t was so 

important i n c r e a t i n g the frame of mind which was r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r the r e p r e s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n and measures of the next few 

y e a r s , t h a t i t i s s u r p r i s i n g t h a t i t has been so often over­

looked. When Charles I I opened Parliament on March 21st, 1664, 

1. SP Dom/29, 81; 77, 
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the i s s u e was h i s main concern. A f t e r h i s opening remarks, 

he continued: 

You may judge by the l a t e Treason i n the North, 
for which so many Men have been executed, how 
a c t i v e the S p i r i t s of many of our o l d Enemies s t i l l 
a r e , notwithstanding a l l our Mercy, I do a s s u r e you 
that we a r e not yet a t the Bottom of t h a t B u s i n e s s . 
This much appears m a n i f e s t l y , th a t t h i s Conspiracy 
was but a Branch of that which I discovered a s w e l l 
as I could to you about Two Years s i n c e , and had 
been then executed nearer-hand, i f I had not, by 
God's Goodness, come to the knowledge of some of 
the p r i n c i p a l C o n t r i v e r s , and so secured them from 
doing the mischief they intended. And i f I had not, 
by the l i k e Providence, had timely Notice of the very 
Hour and s e v e r a l P l a c e s of t h e i r Rendezvous i n the 
North, and provided f o r them a c c o r d i n g l y , by sending 
some of My own Troops, a s w e l l as by drawing the 
Trained Bands together, t h e i r Conjunction would have 
been i n greater Numbers than had been convenient ... 

You w i l l wonder (but I t e l l t r u e ) ; they a r e now even 
i n those P a r t s , and a t t h i s Time, when they see t h e i r 
F r i e n d s under T r i a l and Execution, s t i l l pursuing 
the same C o n s u l t a t i o n s . And i t i s evident they have 
Correspondence with desperate Persons i n most Counties, 
and a standing Council i n t h i s Town, from which they 
r e c e i v e t h e i r D i r e c t i o n s , and by whom they were a d v i s e d 
to defer t h e i r l a s t intended I n s u r r e c t i o n ; but those 
Orders served only to d i s t r a c t them, and came too l a t e 
to prevent t h e i r d e s t r u c t i o n . I know more of t h e i r 
I n t r i g u e s than they think I do, and hope I s h a l l 
s h o r t l y d i s c o v e r the Bottom; i n the mean Time, I pray, 
l e t us a l l be as watchful to prevent, as they a r e to 
c o n t r i v e t h e i r Mischief,1 

From the beginning the a u t h o r i t i e s had a c t e d q u i c k l y and 

d e c i s i v e l y . A f t e r r e c e i v i n g E l l e r i n g t o n ' s information, on 

March 30th, 1663, Cosin wrote to London t h a t : 

1. JHL, v o l . 11 (1660-6); 582. 
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Myself and the Deputy L i e u t e n a n t s together 
with other j u s t i c e s of the peace, have imployed 
the Captaynes and O f f i c e r s of the M i l i t i a here, 
to apprehend them: among whom, nyne of them 
being taken . . . 

He added t h a t they had been committed to p r i s o n u n t i l the 

next gaol d e l i v e r y , but, despite a d i l i g e n t search, many 

had f l e d i n t o S c o t l a n d and Northumberland and could not be 

found. •'̂  Cosin was thanked by the P r i v y Council for h i s v i g i l a n c e 
2 

and circumspection four days l a t e r . The Bishop and h i s deputies 

experienced g r e a t d i f f i c u l t y i n br i n g i n g s u f f i c i e n t evidence 

a g a i n s t the a l l e g e d c o n s p i r a t o r s f o r he had only the one witness 

for the prosecution, E l l e r i n g t o n . However, he l a t e r recognised 

the s i g n i f i c a n c e of the dis c o v e r y of March, 1663, which ' I 

conceive was the f i r s t d iscovery of the l a t e intended p l o t i n 

other places.'"^ His e f f o r t s continued throughout the year; i n 

August he was thanked by the deputy l i e u t e n a n t s of Northumberland 

f o r h i s i n t e l l i g e n c e , and they promised to meet and 'presently 
4 

secure a l l suspeckted persons i n our County.' On the same 

date, August 9th, the corporation of Newcastle informed the 

Bishop t h a t warrants had been i s s u e d there for examining and 

s e c u r i n g a l l persons who could not giv e an account of t h e i r 
1. SP Dom/29, 70; 58; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 105-6. 
2. PCR, 56; 373. 
3. SP Dom/29, 91; 81; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 107. 
4. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 58. 
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b u s i n e s s . ^ His i n v e s t i g a t i o n s were s t i l l c o ntinuing when 

the events of October occurred. There were a l a m s i n the 

a r e a although no r i s i n g m a t e r i a l i s e d , and the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

were prepared f o r any e v e n t u a l i t y . I n Newcastle, the mayor 

had r e c e i v e d n o t i c e of the p o s s i b i l i t y of an attempt, from 

Cosin, the o f f i c i a l s of two companies were put i n r e a d i n e s s 
2 

and the troops prepared q u i c k l y . The gentry and fr e e h o l d e r s 

of Northumberland met a t Morpeth on October 15th, ' i n Reddynes 

to s e r v e your Lordship and to a s s i s t our Neighbouring Countys'.'' 

S i m i l a r precautions were taken throughout the country a t the 
4 

proposed date of the u p r i s i n g . Gower ac t e d r a p i d l y i n Y o r k s h i r e , 

where he had been j o i n e d by the Duke of Buckingham, and S i r 

P h i l i p Musgrave hunted down c o n s p i r a t o r s i n the north-west.^ 

L o c a l and c e n t r a l o f f i c e r s were employed i n the a r r e s t and 

c o n v i c t i o n of p l o t t e r s . The government s t r e s s e d the importance 

of such s e c u r i t y measures and no r e l a x a t i o n of d i l i g e n t v i g i l a n c e , 

i n a l e t t e r to a l l Lord-Lieutenants on November 2nd: 
notwithstanding h i s Majesty's incomparable 
Clemency to persons d i s a f f e c t e d to h i s Govern­
ment, they have not h i t h e r t o d e s i s t e d from 

1. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 69. 
2. SP Dom/29, 81; 79. 
3. Mickleton and Spearman, 31; 68. 
4. Gee, 138-9; Abbott, 523-4; Whiting, 162-4; C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 

299 f f . 
5. SP Dom/29, 82; 37. 
6. See Gee, Whiting, Abbott, Nicholson, passim. 
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p l o t t i n g a n d c o n t r i v i n g new m i s c h i e f s a g a i n s t 
t h e same, i n t h e i r f r e q u e n t a s s e m b l i e s , dangerous 
m e e t i n g s , a n d C o n v e n t i c l e s , i n many p a r t s of t h i s 
Kingdome; whereby wee a r e , i n p r u d e n c e , o b l i g e d 
t o a p p l y a l l Remedies t h a t may p r e v e n t t h e s e e v i l l s , 
w h i c h s u c h p r a c t i s e s may draw upon t h i s N a t i o n , 
And amongst o t h e r s , by o r d e r i n g t h e M i l i t i a i n t o 
s u c h a p o s t u r e , a s may bee most u s e f u l to t h a t 
p u r pose ... 1 

The d i e was c a s t f o r a l l N o n c o n f o r m i s t s and o l d s o l d i e r s . A l l 

D i s s e n t e r s were s u s p e c t a n d t h e C o n v e n t i c l e A c t soon f o l l o w e d , 

s i n c e Nonconformism was e q u a t e d w i t h s e d i t i o n . R e p o r t s of 

c o n v e n t i c l e s m u l t i p l i e d i n t h e months a f t e r O c t o b e r from a l l 

o v e r t h e c o u n t r y . S u c h m e e t i n g s a t P e n r i t h were brought to 
2 

t h e a t t e n t i o n of t h e a u t h o r i t i e s . I n J u l y , 1664, C o s i n r e q u e s t e d 

d e t a i l s from B a s i r e o f a l l i n t h e p a r i s h e s who had s e r v e d a s 

s o l d i e r s f o r P a r l i a m e n t and C r o m w e l l , and w h i c h amongst them 

c o n t i n u e d to be d i s a f f e c t e d to t h e Church a n d t h e S t a t e . ' ' 

D u r i n g t h e autumn and w i n t e r o f 1663-4 C o s i n , i n common 

w i t h o t h e r o f f i c e r s o f s t a t e i n o t h e r p a r t s of t h e l a n d , c o n t i n u e d 

h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . At an u n c e r t a i n d a t e , he i s s u e d d e t a i l e d 

i n s t r u c t i o n s f o r w a r i n e s s to h i s deputy l i e u t e n a n t s i n t h e wake 
4 

of t h e a t t e m p t 'to r a i s e a new R e b e l l i o n i n t h e s e p a r t s ' . He 

was a i d e d by t h e deputy l i e u t e n a n t s of Northumberland. Those 
1. SP Dom/29, 83; 7. 
2. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 326 and p a s s i m . 
3. CLB, 1; 111; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 108. 
4. M i c k l e t o n a n d Spearman, 31- 28; s e e above, 59. 



158 

examined t o l d o f m y s t e r i o u s m e e t i n g s , and of t h e a c t i v i t i e s 

of men s e e n on h o r s e s a t n i g h t c a r r y i n g b r o a d s w o r d s . J o s e p h 

Hopper of E b c h e s t e r , to whom S u r t e e s a t t a c h e d s u c h i m p o r t a n c e , 

was a c c u s e d o f b e i n g engaged on some s e d i t i o u s b u s i n e s s a b r o a d , 

but i n h i s e x a m i n a t i o n o f November 1 6 t h , 1663, he s a i d t h a t 

he had s p e n t f i v e weeks i n I r e l a n d v i s i t i n g f r i e n d s , but had 

no t t o l d h i s n e i g h b o u r s o r h i s w i f e , who would have been 

u n w i l l i n g t o a l l o w him to go.^ 

E x a m i n a t i o n s o f t h o s e i m p l i c a t e d began a t once by t h e 

j u s t i c e s a n d deputy l i e u t e n a n t s t h r o u g h o u t t h e c o u n t r y . Many 

were i n t e r r o g a t e d , a n d t h e more humble men s u f f e r e d f i r s t , 

b ut i t p r o v e d v e r y d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d s u f f i c i e n t e v i d e n c e 

a g a i n s t t h o s e t h o u g h t t o be t h e l e a d e r s . Some were remanded 

time and a g a i n . Those who were t h o u g h t t o be t h e c h i e f a g i t a t o r s 

were committed t o London, and examined i n a n a t t e m p t t o make 

them f u l l y i m p l i c a t e t h e i r c o n f e d e r a t e s . Major G r e a t h e a d was 

s e n t from Y o r k t o t h e c a p i t a l , a n d i t was e x p e c t e d t h a t he 

would be u s e f u l i n d e c l a r i n g t h e whole d e s i g n , of w h i c h he 

was a n i n d i s p e n s a b l e p a r t ; he hoped to be pardoned and r e w a r d e d 

f o r h i s h e l p , a n d Gower a d v i s e d l e n i e n c y to e n c o u r a g e o t h e r 
2 

i n f o r m e r s . E l l e r i n g t o n s p e n t much time w i t h t h e a u t h o r i t i e s 

i n Y o r k s h i r e h e l p i n g them u n r a v e l t h e p l o t , and, b e c a u s e h i s 

1. M i c k l e t o n a n d Spearman, 31; 60, 62-7. 
2. SP Dom/29, 83 ; 42, 51, 51 ( I ) . 
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i n f o r m a t i o n and e v i d e n c e was so c e n t r a l t o t h e d i s c o v e r y 

and t h e p r o s e c u t i o n , was s e n t t o London i n t h e s p r i n g of 

1664, where he made more depositions.''^ O t h e r p r i s o n e r s 
2 

were s e n t up a n d committed to t h e Tower. P a u l Hobson s p e n t 

some t i m e i n t h e Tower o f London, t h e n t h e p r i s o n a t Chepstow, 

and a f t e r a y e a r p e t i t i o n e d t o l e a v e t h e country.'' 

Dangerous c o n s p i r a t o r s were r e m i t t e d to t h e v a r i o u s 

a s s i z e s d u r i n g t h e e a r l y months o f 1664, b u t , i n many c a s e s , 

i t was a l o n g a n d f r u s t r a t i n g b u s i n e s s . The p r o c e s s of exami­

n a t i o n , i mprisonment and t r i a l was a t e d i o u s a f f a i r . A t Y o r k 

i n J a n u a r y , twenty-one p e r s o n s were condemned to d e a t h f o r 

t r e a s o n , e i g h t e e n o f whom were e x e c u t e d a t Y o r k a n d t h e r e m a i n d e r 

a t L e e d s ; t h e i r heads were p i t c h e d on t h e g a t e s o f t h e c i t y , 

e x c e p t f o r two s e n t t o D o n c a s t e r a n d two t o N o r t h a l l e r t o n f o r 

d i s p l a y on t h e G r e a t N o r t h Road a s a w a r n i n g to t r a v e l l e r s of 
4 

the c o n s e q u e n c e s o f d e f y i n g t h e K i n g ' s a u t h o r i t y . T r i a l s of 

t h e Westmorland c o n s p i r a t o r s took p l a c e a t A p p l e b y i n March, 

an d t h e a u t h o r i t i e s t h e r e c o n t i n u e d t h e i r s e a r c h e s a n d exami­

n a t i o n s . ^ On J a n u a r y 2 9 t h , 1664, C o s i n w r o t e t o S i r C h r i s t o p h e r 

T u r n e r , Baron o f t h e E x c h e q u e r , t h a t he was e x p e c t i n g a g a o l 

1. SP Dom/29, 97; 2 0 ( l ) , 67. 
2. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 593-4. 
3. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 292, 670. 
4. SP Dom/29, 90; 95; SP Dom/29, 91; 4. 
5. N i c h o l s o n , 222-4 f f . 
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d e l i v e r y on t h e n o r t h e r n c i r c u i t , b u t s a i d t h a t a s w i t n e s s e s 

were s o d i f f i c u l t t o f i n d , the p r i s o n e r s might be d i s c h a r g e d , 

'though n e v e r s o g u i l t y ' . ^ The same month S i r G i l b e r t G e r a r d 

s e n t t h e B i s h o p news o f t h e t r i a l i n Y o r k of t h o s e a c c u s e d o f 

h i g h t r e a s o n , b u t on A p r i l 2 6 t h he w r o t e t h a t t h e p r i s o n e r s 

were 'extreeme c l a m o r o u s f o r t h e i r l i b e r t i e ' and f u r t h e r i n f o r ­

m a t i o n a g a i n s t them was n e c e s s a r y t o a n s w e r t h e i r a c c u s a t i o n s 

2 

of i n j u s t i c e 'and s e c u r e them by a more l e g a l l i m p r i s o n m e n t . ' 

E v e n t s i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t c o n t i n u e d t o c a u s e t h e a u t h o r i t i e s 

a l a r m . By March t h e deputy l i e u t e n a n t s had s e c u r e d most of 

the p e r s o n s demanded by C o s i n , had armed t h e t r a i n e d bands 

and were s e t t l i n g t h e m i l i t i a . ' ' On March 1 6 t h S i r W i l l i a m 

B l a k e s t o n o f P i t t i n g t o n , a deputy l i e u t e n a n t , r e p o r t e d t h a t : 
i n T r u t h t h e B i s h o b r i c k o f Durham i s i n a 
v e r y s a d c o n d i t i o n f o r we have n e i t h e r h o r s e 
i n r e a d i n e s n o r f o o t nor a n y p l a c e o f s t r e n t h . 

H i s f e a r s were a c c e n t u a t e d by t h e t h r e a t t h a t he would be one 
4 

of t h e f i r s t t o be murdered i n t h e c o n s p i r a t o r s ' p l a n s . I t 

was hoped t h a t E l l e r i n g t o n i n London would s u p p l y s u f f i c i e n t 

i n f o r m a t i o n t o c o n v i c t t h e p r i s o n e r s i n the p r i s o n s o f Durham 

and Y o r k . T h e s e i n c l u d e d John Ward,an A n a b a p t i s t s m i t h a t whose 

1. SP Dom/29, 91; 8 1 . 
2. M i c k l e t o n a n d Spearman, 31; 40, 41. 
3. SP Dom/29, 94; 1 3 ( 1 ) . 

4. SP Dom/29, 94; 40; SP Dom/29, 91; 90; Add, 33770, 25 v. 
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house t h e Muggleswick p l o t t e r s had met, John J o p l i n , L e w i s 

F r o s t , M i c h a e l and C u t h b e r t C o a t s w o r t h , p r e a c h e r s of S o u t h 

S h i e l d s , C a p t a i n M i t f o r d , Thomas B u r d i s , Timothy Whittingham, 

W i l l i a m L e v i n g , Thomas R a n d a l l a n d o t h e r s u b s t a n t i a l men a s 

w e l l a s s e v e r a l f a r m e r s . ^ But e v i d e n c e was n o t f o r t h c o m i n g 

and B l a k e s t o n r e p o r t e d t h a t t h i n g s were v e r y o u t of o r d e r ; 

some o f the Durham c o n s p i r a t o r s had n o t been apprehended by 
2 

J u l y and o t h e r s e s c a p e d from London. The Dean of C a r l i s l e , 

Guy C a r l e t o n , w r o t e of c o r r u p t p r o c e e d i n g s a t John J o p l i n ' s 

t r i a l a t Durham on Au g u s t l O t h , I6b4, i n a l e t t e r of O c t o b e r 

2 4 t h t o s e c r e t a r y B e n n e t . S e e m i n g l y , he had been a l l o w e d 

p r i v i l e g e s w h i l s t i m p r i s o n e d and had been a l l o w e d to v i s i t 

N e w c a s t l e a n d S h i e l d s . C a r l e t o n s a i d t h a t a t t h e t r i a l , t h e 

B i s h o p had a b s e n t e d h i m s e l f from t h e bench a n d t h e j u r y had 

c o n t a i n e d J o p l i n ' s own f r i e n d s who a c q u i t t e d him; t h e y had 

been b r i b e d , he c l a i m e d , a n d even though J o p l i n was one of 

the c h i e f d e s i g n e r s a n d t h e p l o t t e r s ' t r e a s u r e r , he had been 

f r e e d a n d was c o n t i n u i n g h i s p l o t t i n g . He f u r t h e r a l l e g e d 

t h a t J o p l i n had f r i e n d s among t h e deputy l i e u t e n a n t s , w h i c h 

d o u b t l e s s was a n e x a g g e r a t e d a c c u s a t i o n . " ' B e c a u s e he was 

c o n s i d e r e d d a n g e r o u s , J o p l i n was r e t a i n e d i n p r i s o n i n S c a r b o r o u g h 

1. S e e Appendix, T a b l e E. 
2. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 652-3. 
3. SP Dom/29, 103; 110, I I O ( I ) . 
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C a s t l e . I n December, 1666, C o s i n t r i e d t o r e i m p r i s o n him 

a s a dangerous, f u r i o u s f a n a t i c when he r e a p p e a r e d i n t h e 

B i s h o p r i c , b u t he produced a w a r r a n t p e r m i t t i n g h i s l i b e r t y , 

a nd r e m a i n e d f r e e even though he was thought t o be p l a n n i n g 

f u r t h e r m i s c h i e f . ^ 

P r o b a b l y s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n to c o n v i c t t h e Durham 

men i n p r i s o n was n e v e r found. R a l p h R o b i n s o n and Thomas 
2 

P a r k i n s o n s p e n t many y e a r s i n p r i s o n a t York. J o h n Ward 

and Rowland H a r r i s o n were among t h o s e p r e s e n t e d a t Muggleswick 

f o r n ot a t t e n d i n g t h e p a r i s h c h u r c h i n 1665, s o had presumably 

been f r e e d by t h a t d a t e , e v e n though t h e y were c o n s i d e r e d to 

be l e a d e r s o f t h e plot."^ The Durham c o n s p i r a t o r s were f o r t u n a t e 

t h a t no r i s i n g had m a t e r i a l i s e d i n t h e B i s h o p r i c i n O c t o b e r . 

The l e a d e r s o f t h e r e b e l l i o n who had t a k e n p a r t i n t h e r i s i n g . 

C a p t a i n O a t e s a t F k r n l e y Wood and R o b e r t A t k i n s o n a t 
4 

Kaber R i g g , were e x e c u t e d . A t k i n s o n was p a r t i c u l a r l y u n l u c k y 

a s h i s r e p r i e v e a r r i v e d a f t e r he had been hanged.^ O t h e r s , 

l i k e R i c h a r d s o n , e s c a p e d by l e a v i n g t h e c o u n t r y . C o s i n was 

no t a l o n e i n h a v i n g d i f f i c u l t y i n r o u n d i n g up t h e c o n s p i r a t o r s 

and p r o v i n g t h e i r c o m p l i c i t y . On November 7 t h , 1663, Gower 

1. SP Dom/29, 180; 68. 
2. DCY, 111 n. 
3. CVB, 82. 
4. W h i t i n g , 165-6; N i c h o l s o n , 2 2 8 . 
5. C.S.P.D. , 1663-4, 676; SP Dom/29, 102; 33. 
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r e p o r t e d t h a t 'the r e b e l l s t r y e a l l wayes t o e s c a p e punishment'; 

one had c u t h i s t h r o a t , a n o t h e r had drowned h i m s e l f , w h i l s t 

J ohn A t k i n s o n o f A s k r i g g 

i s s t i l l i n t h e B i s h o p b r i c k , a n d has p u t 
him s e l f e i n a l a b o r e r ' s h a b i t , and c o l o r e d 
h i s F a c e . 

D i s g u i s e was i n g e n i o u s , b u t o t h e r s were l e s s r e s o u r c e f u l . 

>fany a r e e v e r y day d i s c o v e r e d , and t a k e n , 
many a b s e n t them s e l v e s from t h e i r h o u s e s , 
and a r e f l e d q u i t e out o f t h e C o u n t r y e . ^ 

P r o c l a m a t i o n s were i s s u e d f o r t h e c a p t u r e o f s u c h men, some 
2 

of whom were f o u n d . S i r Roger L a n g l e y and t h e deputy l i e u t e n a n t s 

of Y o r k s h i r e f o u n d the e x t r a c t i o n of c o n f e s s i o n s d i f f i c u l t b e c a u s e 

of i n t i m i d a t i o n by o t h e r p r i s o n e r s . ' ' John W a l l e r wrote from 

Durham g a o l i n A p r i l , 1664, to h i s u n c l e . C a p t a i n R o b e r t 

A t k i n s o n i n t h e Tower, a s k i n g him f o r p a r t i c u l a r s of t h e 

B i s h o p r i c p l o t , w h i c h he h i m s e l f d i d not know, so t h a t he 
4 

c o u l d s a v e h i s own l i f e . I n L i n c o l n s h i r e , a man named 

R i c h a r d s o n was a r r e s t e d f o r h i s p a r t i n t h e p l o t u n t i l i t 

was r e a l i s e d t h a t he was t h e wrong man.^ I t was even s u g g e s t e d 

t h a t S i r Thomas Gower was a f r i e n d o f t h e p l o t t e r s . O t h e r s 
1. SP Dom/29, 83; 4 7 . 
2. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 334. 
3. SP Dom/29, 96; 70. 
4. SP Dom/29, 97; 18. 
5. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 440, 467. 
6. SP Dom/29, 96; 33. 
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a t t e m p t e d more c o n c i l i a t o r y t a c t i c s ; W i l l i a m L e v i n g c o n f e s s e d 

h i s p a r t i n t h e p l o t and a s k e d f o r clemen c y i n r e t u r n , p r o m i s i n g 

to r e m a i n l o y a l i n t h e f u t u r e . ^ Gower was w e l l a ware of the 

problems. On June 2 1 s t , 1664, he made some o b s e r v a t i o n s 

c o n c e r n i n g the t r i a l o f Mr. S t o c k d a l e who had been c o r r e s ­

ponding w i t h t h e p l o t t e r s w h i l s t a Member o f P a r l i a m e n t ; 

t h e T r y a l l o f Mr. S t o c k d a l e b e i n g o f more t h a n 
o r d i n a r y moment b e c a u s e he i s a manber o f P a r l i ­
ament, and a l s o i n t h e o p i n i o n of men of iudgement 
i s p r i v y t o t h e s e c r e t s o f t h e c o n s p i r a c y a s any 
i n t h e No r t h ( i f n ot more). 

Many c o n s p i r a t o r s , he s t a t e d , had changed t h e i r c o n f e s s i o n s , 

and many c o u l d no l o n g e r be c o n v i c t e d b e c a u s e k e y w i t n e s s e s 

had a l r e a d y been e x e c u t e d . T h e r e was i n a d e q u a t e p r o o f a g a i n s t 

many of them, i n c l u d i n g m i n i s t e r s who were demanding l i b e r a t i o n 

a f t e r t h r e e months i m p r i s o n m e n t , a c c o r d i n g to t h e i r l e g a l r i g h t , 

and no j u r y would be c o n v i n c e d o f t h e i r g u i l t a s t h e law s t o o d . 

He recommended t h a t i t would be dangerous t o l e t s u c h men go 

f r e e a s t h e y were s o w e l l - i n s t r u c t e d i n l e g a l knowledge t h a t 

they would be a b l e t o g i v e c o u n s e l t o o t h e r s a b o u t how to 

e s c a p e j u s t i c e a n d c o n t i n u e w i t h t h e i r d e s i g n s . Many c o n s i d e r a b l e 

p e r s o n s i n t h e n o r t h i n v o l v e d i n t h e c o n s p i r a c y had n o t y e t been 
2 

s e c u r e d . He was a p p a r e n t l y a n x i o u s t o c l e a r up t h e a f f a i r but 

too many c o n s i d e r a t i o n s p r e v e n t e d t h i s , and were t o s a v e many 

1. SP Dom/29, 99; 30, 3 0 ( 1 ) , 72, 144. 
2. SP Dom/29, 99; 110; f o r S t o c k d a l e , s e e K. F e i l i n g , 'Two 

S p e e c h e s o f C h a r l e s I I ' , EHR, 45 ( 1 9 3 0 ) , 2 9 2 . 
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of t h o s e a c c u s e d o f c o m p l i c i t y . 

The p l o t had been b r o k e n a n d i n 1664 p r o c e e d i n g s were 

t a k e n a g a i n s t many o f i t s o r g a n i s e r s . But many e s c a p e d o r 

c o u l d n o t be c o n v i c t e d and, f o r y e a r s a f t e r w a r d s , from t h r o u g h o u t 

the c o u n t r y came a l a r m s o f i t s r e o r g a n i s a t i o n . The f e a r of 

i n s u r r e c t i o n dominated the c o r r e s p o n d e n c e o f t h e time and 

t h e a u t h o r i t i e s m a i n t a i n e d t h e i r w a r i n e s s . S i r P h i l i p Musgrave 

i n t h e n o r t h - w e s t and S i r W i l l i a m B l a k e s t o n i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t 

were p a r t i c u l a r l y p r o l i f i c i n n o t i f y i n g London o f imminent 

d i s a s t e r a n d impending i n s u r r e c t i o n , and t h e i r d i r e w a r n i n g s 

c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e decade i n d e c r e a s i n g numbers. I n 

F e b r u a r y ^ 1664, B l a k e s t o n warned t h a t many i l l e g a l horsemen 

were a c t i v e n e a r D o n c a s t e r , and t h e f o l l o w i n g month he was 

in f o r m e d t h a t t h e f a n a t i c s were r e b e l l i o u s and d i s s a t i s f i e d and 

b e g i n a g a i n e t o meet w i t h much c o n f i d e n c e , 
w h i c h i s much t o bee f e a r e d w i l l be a n oppor­
t u n i t y f o r them to h a t c h t h e i r R e b e l l i o n . ^ 

I n May, he a d v i s e d t h a t many d i s a f f e c t e d a nd dangerous p e o p l e 

were c o n t r i v i n g i n Westmorland, were o b s t i n a t e a n d s u p e r c i l i o u s 

and p l o t t e d a new d e s i g n , a n d h i s a s s e r t i o n i n J u l y , t h a t t h e 

a u t h o r i t i e s had more c a u s e f o r a l a r m t h a n e v e r b e f o r e , was 
2 

s u p p o r t e d by t h e i n f o r m a t i o n of Y o r k s h i r e g e n tlemen. I n A p r i l , 

1. SP Dom/29, 92; 38; SP Dom/29, 94; 9. 
2. SP Dom/29, 98, 79; SP Dom/29, 100; 17, 26, 45, 85-6. 
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he had l e a r n t t h a t t h e committee was s t i l l m e e t i n g i n London, 

enc o u r a g e d by m i n i s t e r s o v e r s e a s , a n d he t h o u g h t t h a t County 

Durham was t h e most d i s a f f e c t e d a r e a b u t l e a s t p r e p a r e d f o r 

d e f e n c e . ^ I n Au g u s t a n d September t h e s e n o r t h e r n f e a r s were 
2 

supplemented by r e p o r t s o f renewed p l o t t i n g i n London. I t 

was s t i l l b e l i e v e d t h a t a n a t i o n a l d e s i g n was under way.'' 

A f t e r 1665, f r e s h c o n s i d e r a t i o n s c o m p l i c a t e d and a c c e n t u ­

a t e d the p r e p a r a t i o n s o f t h e l o c a l a nd n a t i o n a l a u t h o r i t i e s . 

The s p r e a d o f t h e p l a g u e n e c e s s i t a t e d p r e v e n t i v e measures 

and i n t e r r u p t e d t r a v e l l i n g a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . With t h e s t a r t 

of t h e D u t c h War, not o n l y had p r e c a u t i o n a r y measures t o be 

u n d e r t a k e n on t h e c o a s t t o p r e p a r e f o r t h e p o s s i b i l i t y o f 

i n v a s i o n , b u t a l s o s e c t a r i e s had t o be k e p t u n d e r s u r v e i l l a n c e , 

s i n c e many h a i l e d t h e Dutch a s a l l i e s and l a u d e d t h e war a s a 

p r o v i d e n t i a l i n t e r p o s i t i o n t o f u r t h e r t h e i r d e s i g n s . S t i l l 

the c o n s p i r a t o r s were r e p o r t e d t o meet, c o r r e s p o n d and s e e k 

to o r g a n i s e t h e i r h o s t i l i t y to t h e government. 

S i r W i l l i a m C o v e n t r y was i n Y o r k i n A u g u s t , 1665, and 

i n f o r m e d L o r d A r l i n g t o n t h a t t h e Duke o f Y o r k had o r d B r e d 

the B i s h o p of Durham and o t h e r L i e u t e n a n t s and t h e i r d e p u t i e s 

to s e c u r e a l l dangerous men, b e c a u s e f a n a t i c s had a d e s i g n on 

1. SP Dom/29, 97; 19. 
2. C.S.P.D., 1663-4, 660; C.S.P.D., 1664-5, 6. 
3. C.S.P.D., 1664-5, 35. 
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London w i t h h e l p from S c o t l a n d a n d t h e Dutch, who were p r o v i d i n g 

t r a n s p o r t o f men and p r o v i s i o n s . On August 1 5 t h , the K i n g 

o r d e r e d L i e u t e n a n t s t o watch f a c t i o n , i m p r i s o n dangerous 

s u b j e c t s a n d m u s t e r t h e v o l u n t e e r s . ^ On September 19th, 

C h r i s t o p h e r S a n d e r s o n of E g g l e s t o n w r o t e t o s e c r e t a r y W i l l i a m s o n 

w a r n i n g him t h a t t h e f a n a t i c s hoped t h a t Dutch s u c c e s s a g a i n s t 

t h e E n g l i s h navy would be f o l l o w e d by t h e c o a s t s b e i n g i n f e s t e d 

w i t h Dutch s h i p s a n d a c t i o n c o u l d f o l l o w t h e d i s r u p t i o n of 

commerce a n d c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . He added t h a t t h e y r e j o i c e d 

t h a t t h e p l a g u e was s o v i o l e n t i n London f o r t h i s s e r i o u s l y 
2 

hampered e f f o r t s a g a i n s t them. The f o l l o w i n g J u l y he h e a r d 

t h a t t h e m a l c o n t e n t s b e l i e v e d t h a t God A l m i g h t y , t h e Dutch, 

t h e F r e n c h and t h e Dane were t o g e t h e r e n g i n e e r i n g t h e i r 

d e l i v e r a n c e , t h a t t h e r e was t o be a n a t t e m p t t o i n t r o d u c e 

popery, t h a t t h e E n g l i s h were u n a b l e t o d e f e n d t h e m s e l v e s i n 

the Thames, and soon t h e i r work would be f r u i t f u l . ' ' I n h i s 

l e t t e r o f September,1665, he c o m p l a i n e d o f t h e l a x i t y of t h e 

B i s h o p o f Durham i n n o t c o n v i c t i n g J o h n Cock, t h e s t e w a r d of 

Lady Vane o f Raby C a s t l e , when he was b r o u g h t b e f o r e him. 

An ' I n t e l l i g e n c e from Durham' of May, 1666, l i s t e d t h i r t y - s i x 

dangerous p e r s o n s i n t h e n o r t h o f E n g l a n d , i n c l u d i n g John Cock, 

who were supposed t o be p l o t t i n g , were c o r r e s p o n d i n g w i t h f r i e n d s 

1. C.S.P.D., 1664-5, 514, 518; s e e a l s o i b i d , 506, 508, 510 f f . 
2. SP Dom/29, 133; 11. 
3. SP Dom/29, 162; 63. 
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i n I f o l l a n d , a n d were thought to have p l a y e d a p a r t i n t h e 

c o n s p i r a c y o f 1663.^ A c o m p i l a t i o n o f a l i s t o f s u s p i c i o u s 

p e r s o n s i n Durham a n d London i n 1666 i n c l u d e d Cock, and i t 

was p r o p o s e d t o i n t e r c e p t t h e i r l e t t e r s . Cock was d e s c r i b e d a s 

b e e i n g a d o r e d amongst t h e y r e t e n t s w h i c h 
a r e a g r e a t many of them, n o t o v e r w e l l 
a f f e c t e d t o t h e Government: f o r i n t h a t 
p e r s o n and t h a t p l a c e i s t h e g r e a t e s t 
d a i n g e r i n t h e N o r t h r e n e p a r t s . 

I t was a f f i r m e d t h a t . 

M e e t i n g s a r e more f r e q u e n t of l a t e i n t h e 
County t h a n e v e r , a n d k e p t a n d u p h o l d e n by 
the most eminent o f t h a t p a r t y i n t h e County. 
T h a t t h e d i s a f f e c t e d t h e r e a r e v e r y h i g h a n d 
Keepes c o r r e s p o n d e n c y w i t h a l l p a r t s . T h a t 
t h e y c a n n o t c o n t a i n e t h e m s e l v e s from e x p r e s s i n g 
t h e r e e x s p e c t a t i o n of a sudden a l t e r a t i o n , a n d 
t h a t t h e y a r e a s s u r ' d , t h a t t h e Dutch have 
engag'd to l a n d a l l t h e E n g l i s h and S c o t c h , 
and some a s s i s t a n c e some where i n t h e N o r t h r e n 
p a r t s , w h i c h i s r e l y e d on e x s p e c t e d by a l l 
t h a t p a r t y and t h e n they a r e a l l r e d d y to r i s e . 

I t was thought t h a t Raby C a s t l e and H a r t l e p o o l were t h e most 

l i k e l y t o be s u r p r i s e d b e c a u s e o f t h e i r g r e a t s t r a t e g i c 
2 

i m p o r t a n c e , one by l a n d a n d one by s e a . I n J u n e , 1668, t h e 

p r o s p e c t o f a new blo o d y r e b e l l i o n was r e p o r t e d and t h a t p e r s o n s , 

l e d by Cock,were p l a n n i n g to s e i z e Raby C a s t l e a s a p l a c e o f 

r e f u g e i f a t t e m p t s were made to subdue them.'' 

1. C.S.P.D., 1665-6, 376-7. 
2. SP Dom/29, 187; 157. 
3. C.S.P.D., 1667-8, 437-8. 
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I t may have been t h a t C o s i n was l e s s i n c l i n e d to t a k e 

s t r i n g e n t m e a s u r e s a g a i n s t p l o t t e r s a f t e r 1665 f o r o t h e r 

m a t t e r s were c l a i m i n g h i s a t t e n t i o n . He was a c c u s e d by 

C a r l e t o n o f f l o u t i n g t h e K i n g ' s a u t h o r i t y i n u n j u s t l y s e i z i n g 

S i r Henry Vane's estate.''^ He was h a v i n g a d i s a g r e e m e n t o v e r 
2 

l e a s e s w i t h t h e dean and c h a p t e r . J o h n E l l e r i n g t o n had been 

e x t r e m e l y b a d l y t r e a t e d s i n c e h i s r e t u r n to t h e P a l a t i n a t e . ' ' 

The r i s i n g i n S c o t l a n d i n November, 1666, demanded i n q u i r i e s 
4 

i n t o r e p o r t s o f t h e i r c o n f e d e r a t e s i n t h e Durham a r e a . 

I n t h e f i n a l y e a r s o f t h e decade, r e p o r t s became more 

s p o r a d i c a n d l e s s c e r t a i n . Sometime i n 1666, Joh n Ward 

c o n f e s s e d t h a t t h e Quakers a n d N o n c o n f o r m i s t s who had p l o t t e d 

t o g e t h e r i n 1663, 'are a s r e d d y f o r a c t i o n a s e v e r t h e y were, 

and a r e more Numerous t h a n f o r m e r l y ' . P r e s u m a b l y , he had 

been apprehended a g a i n a s t h e r e s u l t o f a new s c a r e and 

was b e i n g more c o - o p e r a t i v e t h i s t i m e . He s a i d t h e y p l a n n e d 

to r a i s e one t h o u s a n d men a n d had re-armed to t a k e a d v a n t a g e 

of t h e s i t u a t i o n c r e a t e d by t h e Dutch War. On J u n e 1 8 t h , 

1667, C h a r l e s Hoivard, E a r l o f C a r l i s l e , was a p p o i n t e d 
1. SP Doin/29, 127; 33; C.S.P.D., 1665-6, 44, 224, 232; Ornsby, 

I I , 319-22. 
2. C.S.P.D., 1666-7, 269-70. 
3. SP Dom/29, 127; 33; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 317-8. 
4. Ornsby, I I , 158-60 n; C.S.P.D., 1666-7, 320, 318, 293, 

x i x - x x i i i ; i t was t h e r e s u l t of t h e P r o c l a m a t i o n of O c t o b e r 
1 1 t h - s e e SP Dom/29, 175; 7 8 ( 1 ) . 

5. SP Dom/29, 187; 159. 
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to bee Our L i e u t e n a n t G e n e r a l l o f a l l and 
s i n g u l a r t h e M i l i t i a F o r c e s and o t h e r s of 
what n a t u r e s o e v e r a g g r e g a t e d t o them, i n 
Our C o u n t y e s o f Cumberland, Westmerland, 
Northumberland and Durham, and w i t h i n Our 
C i t t y and G a r r i s o n of C a r l i s l e , Our Towne 
and G a r r i s o n of B e r w i c k upon Tweed, Tinmouth, 
N e w c a s t l e , Durham, and a l l o t h e r Townes, 
G a r r i s o n s , F o r t s and p l a c e s w i t h i n t h e s a i d 
f o u r e C o u n t y e s . ^ 

L o r d Ogle s h a r e d t h e a p p o i n t m e n t w h i c h was an emergency 

measure and d i d n o t s u p e r s e d e C o s i n ' s p o s i t i o n a s L o r d -

L i e u t e n a n t , b u t was i n a d d i t i o n to i t . They were e x p e c t e d 

to c o - o r d i n a t e d e f e n c e a r r a n g e m e n t s , m u s t e r f o r c e s , c h e c k 

arms, m a i n t a i n d i s c i p l i n e and obey a l l o r d e r s from London. 

Two days l a t e r , t h e K i n g i n f o r m e d t h e mayor of N e w c a s t l e o f 

the c o m m i s s i o n and r e q u e s t e d c h e e r f u l n e s s and v i g o u r i n t h e 
2 

a s s i s t a n c e o f C a r l i s l e ' s r e q u i r e m e n t s . On J u n e 2 1 s t , C o l o n e l 

Edward V i l l i e r s w r o t e t o W i l l i a m s o n t h a t C a r l i s l e would f i n d 

t h i n g s w e l l - o r g a n i s e d i n Durham, where he had i n s p e c t e d t h r e e 

hundred v o l u n t e e r s whose a f f e c t i o n s s h o u l d be c h e r i s h e d , f o r , 

a s dragoons, t h e y would g i v e good s e r v i c e i n f r i g h t e n i n g a n 

enemy a t a d i s t a n c e . " ^ The a p p o i n t m e n t was a w a r t i m e e x p e d i e n c y . 

F e a r s of a Dutch i n v a s i o n and t h e o p e r a t i o n s of a F i f t h column 
4 

a t home were v e r y r e a l , n o t l e a s t i n County Durham. Dangerous 

1. SP Dom/29, 206; 59. 
2. SP Dom/29, 206; 92, 
3. SP Dom/29, 206; 130, 
4. Western, 38, 43; s e e above, 166-8. 



171 

e l e m e n t s were s t i l l b e i n g s e c u r e d , a s i s e v i d e n t from a 

communication of S i r Thomas Gower on August 1 4 t h , 1667. He 

a d v i s e d ' t h a t none of t h e C r i m i n a l l s be t r y e d a t Durham t h i s 

A s s i z e ' , a l t h o u g h t h e y were s o g u i l t y a s c o u l d be i m a g i n e d . 

T h e r e a r e many o t h e r C o n s i d e r a t i o n s i n t h i s 
b u s i n e s s e , t h e bottom of t h a t d e s i g n e i s n o t 
y e t d i s c o v e r e d , but may be i f w e l l f o l l o w e d , 
and by t h e i r l a s t a t t e m p t i n r e s c u i n g Mason, 
i t i s m a n i f e s t how t h e y f i n d e them s e l v e s 
c o n c e r n e d t o c o v e r i t , and t h e s u c c e s s t h e y 
t r i u m p h i n . 

I n May, 1668, S i r P h i l i p Musgrave r e p o r t e d t h a t i n t e l l i g e n c e 

from Durham r e v e a l e d t h a t 

t h e P h a n a t t i c k s are v e r y r e a d y when a n o p p o r t u n e t y 
s h a l l be o f f e r e d t o r a i s e a new r e b e l l i o n . 

I n 1670, he was s t i l l w a r n i n g London of dangerous Quakers 
2 

a c t i v e i n Durham, b u t h i s was becoming a l o n e v o i c e . 

The abundance of r e j j o r t s d u r i n g t h e decade 1660 to 

1670 s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e r e was a c o n s i d e r a b l e number of p e o p l e 

i n t h e c o u n t r y p r e p a r e d t o u s e v i o l e n t means to o v e r t h r o w 

the r e s t o r a t i o n s e t t l e m e n t , w h i c h was s y m b o l i s e d by t h e K i n g 

and t h e A n g l i c a n C h u r c h . I t was l e d by o l d s o l d i e r s a nd 

d e d i c a t e d r e p u b l i c a n s a n d s u p p o r t e d by some d i s s a t i s f i e d 

members of N o n c o n f o r m i s t c o n g r e g a t i o n s , who r e s e n t e d t h e i r 

l o s s of freedom of w o r s h i p . Sometimes t h e y were p r e p a r e d to 

p a r t i c i p a t e a c t i v e l y i n p l a n s of i n s u r r e c t i o n , b u t more o f t e n 

1. SP Dom/29, 213; 90. 
2. SP Dom/29, 239; 158; C.S.P.D., 1670, 291. 
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t h e i r s u p p o r t was p a s s i v e , w h i c h e x p l a i n s t h e d i s c r e p a n c y 

between t h e numbers t h e c o n s p i r a t o r s b e l i e v e d t h e y conmianded 

and t h o s e w h i c h a c t u a l l y m a t e r i a l i s e d . The b e l i e f and a c t u a l i t y 

of p l o t s goes a l o n g way i n e x p l a i n i n g t h e t h e o r e t i c a l s e v e r i t y 

o f r e p r e s s i v e l e g i s l a t i o n a g a i n s t N o n c o n f o r m i s t s . D e s p i t e h i s 

p e r s o n a l i n c l i n a t i o n s , a f t e r 1660 even t h e K i n g was c o n v e r t e d 

to t h e need f o r s u c h m easures, a t l e a s t i n t h e s h o r t term, 

and l i t t l e r e l a x a t i o n of them was a t t e m p t e d b e f o r e 1672. I t 

a p p e a r e d t h a t t h e a p p r e h e n s i o n s of P a r l i a m e n t , Churchmen and 

some members o f t h e government were n o t i l l u s o r y , a n d i t 

s u g g e s t s t h a t t h e K i n g and t h e government were n o t c o m p e l l e d 

to i n t r o d u c e s u c h l e g i s l a t i o n s o l e l y by extreme, v i n d i c t i v e 

R o y a l i s t s a n d A n g l i c a n s i n P a r l i a m e n t , a s h a s commonly been 

a s s e r t e d . 

The p l o t t i n g of t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e s t o r a t i o n r e a c h e d 

a z e n i t h i n 1663, w h i c h p r o v e d to be t h e swan-song of r e p u b l i ­

c a n i s m . But e l e m e n t s s t i l l h a r b o u r e d t r e a c h e r o u s d e s i g n s , 

w h i c h a c h i e v e d a new d i m e n s i o n d u r i n g t h e f o r e i g n w a r s . A 

b e l i e f i n t h e e x i s t e n c e of f i f t h c o l u m n i s t s a t t h e time of a 

n a t i o n a l emergency a l w a y s a r o u s e s t h e s t r o n g e s t p a s s i o n s ; not 

o n l y a r e s u c h p e r s e c u t e d i f d i s c o v e r e d , b u t t h e b e l i e f i n 

t h e i r e x i s t e n c e a l o n e i s enough to promote n a t i o n a l u n i t y . 

The c o n s p i r a t o r s of 1663 were n o t a l l s i m p l e men, r a t h e r t h e y 

d e m o n s t r a t e d a s i m p l i c i t y i n t h e i r f i r m c o n v i c t i o n of u l t i m a t e 
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success, t h e l a c k o f care w i t h w h i c h t h e y d i v u l g e d t h e i r 

p l ans t o a l l who expressed i n t e r e s t , and t h e i r o v e r - e s t i m a t i o n 

of t h e i r r e s o u r c e s . T h e i r o r g a n i s a t i o n was c o n s i d e r a b l e w i t h i n 

t h e c o n t e x t of the t i m e , but t h e i r own d i v i s i o n s and a l t e r a t i o n 

of p l a n s p l a y e d a s i g n i f i c a n t p a r t i n t h e f r u s t r a t i o n of t h e i r 

aims. W i t h more c a r e and d e f i n i t i v e o r g a n i s a t i o n , t h e y might 

have been a b l e t o e f f e c t a s e r i o u s u p r i s i n g and r e b e l l i o n ; 

t h ey m i g h t have caused t h e government and l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s 

no s m a l l embarrassment. I n t h e e v e n t , the u p r i s i n g i t s e l f 

was so p a t h e t i c as t o have been l a r g e l y f o r g o t t e n . Many men 

of q u a l i t y were i n v o l v e d and more were i m p l i c a t e d , who would 

perhaps have j o i n e d t h e r e b e l l i o n had i t demonstrated any 

p o s s i b i l i t y o f success. I n Durham, as elsewhere, t h e p l o t t e r s 

i n c l u d e d f a r m e r s and c r a f t s m e n who r e p r e s e n t e d t h e extreme 

wing o f t h e N o n c o n f o r m i s t movement, though n o t t h e r a d i c a l 

s o c i a l and r e l i g i o u s elements o f t h e C i v i l War and C r o m w e l l i a n 

e r a s . Most N o n c o n f o r m i s t s were p r e p a r e d t o l i v e q u i e t l y and 

accept t h e s t a t u s quo u n t i l t h i n g s improved, b u t a s e c t i o n 

wanted t o use f o r c e t o c o r r e c t t h e imposed r e l i g i o u s s e t t l e m e n t 

and supremacy o f t h e Church o f England. T h e i r prime m o t i v e 

was n o t i d e o l o g i c a l r e p u b l i c a n i s m , b u t t h e y j o i n e d t h e m i l i t a r y 

a d v e n t u r e r s . H e n c e f o r t h , a l l N o n c o n f o r m i s t s were suspected of 

t r e a c h e r o u s i n c l i n a t i o n s , and j o i n e d t h e Roman C a t h o l i c s as 

a l l e g e d t r a i t o r s o f Church and S t a t e , between which no dichotomy 
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was made. 

I t was n o t t h e c o n s p i r a t o r s ' own s h o r t c o m i n g s a l o n e 

which ensured t h e i r f a i l u r e . N a t i o n a l and l o c a l o f f i c i a l s 

a c t e d w i t h d e t e r m i n a t i o n and f o r c e t o overcome t h e r e b e l s . 

They were h e l p e d by t h e d e p o s i t i o n s o f many i n f o r m e r s , who 

were always a c t i v e i n an age of s u s p i c i o n and s u p e r s t i t i o n , 

and t h e i n f o r m a t i o n g a t h e r e d by p l a n t e d s p i e s . T h e r e f o r e 

Gower was always aware o f t h e p l o t t e r s ' n e x t move and c o u l d , 

and d i d , a c t a c c o r d i n g l y . The m i l i t i a Systran was employed 

e f f e c t i v e l y d e s p i t e i t s m a k e s h i f t c h a r a c t e r ; i t s presence 

and assembly, r a t h e r t h a n i t s f i g h t i n g p o t e n t i a l o r t e c h n i c a l 

b r i l l i a n c e , had a d e t e r r e n t e f f e c t . The government f o r c e s 

were a b l e always t o t a k e t h e o f f e n s i v e , and by c a p t u r i n g 

and t o r m e n t i n g t h e l e a d e r s o f t h e movement, n o t a l l o w i n g t h e 

r a n k s t o c o a l e s c e a g a i n , and a d v e r t i s i n g t h e i r own s t r e n g t h , 

t h e s p i r i t o f t h e movement was broken. S l o w l y t h e p l o t s d i e d 

o u t , and when t h e s c a r e was a r o used once more i n 1678 i t was 

the t u r n o f the Roman C a t h o l i c s t o be accused. 

C e r t a i n l y t h e r e was a m i n o r i t y i n Durham and t h e immediate 

area a c t i v e l y i n v o l v e d i n c o n s p i r a c y t h r o u g h o u t t h e decade. 

Perhaps t o them the Bishop o f Durham and h i s power e p i t o m i s e d 

t h e a l l i a n c e between the s e c u l a r government and t h e Church of 

England and was a p a r t i c u l a r s o u r c e o f i r r i t a t i o n . I n t h e i r 

p r o v i n c i a l n a i v e t y , i t m i g h t have been supposed t h a t i f t h e 
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Bishop f e l l , t h e government of t h e c o u n t r y , w h i c h was r e s p o n s i b l e 

f o r t h e l e g i s l a t i o n a g a i n s t N o n c o n f o r m i s t s , would crumble w i t h 

him. S i g n i f i c a n t l y , where N o n c o n f o r m i t y was never s u c c e s s f u l l y 

c h a l l e n g e d , Newcastle, t h e r e was no s u p p o r t f o r t h e p l o t . C osin 

r e a l i s e d t h e s e r i o u s n e s s o f t h e p l o t and h e l p e d t h e a u t h o r i t i e s 

i n London and Y o r k s h i r e r o u n d up those i n v o l v e d and e r a d i c a t e 

the c o n s p i r a c y . He was always prompt i n c o n v e y i n g news of 

developments t o W h i t e h a l l , and was r a r e l y accused of h e s i t a t i o n . 

He was a i d e d by t h e g e n t r y i n r o o t i n g o u t t h e s e d i t i o n s elements, 

and w i t h o u t t h e i r s u p p o r t he would have been i m p o t e n t . Perhaps 

the a s s e r t i o n t h a t , but f o r t h e Derwentdale P l o t , t h e County 

had a p e r i o d o f q u i e t unknown s i n c e t h e R e f o r m a t i o n , i s o v e r ­

s t a t i n g t h e case.''^ 

1. VCH, I I , 172. 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

THE ISSUE OF REPRESENTATION 

I n 1666 t h e c o n t e s t between t h e Bishop and 
Gentry o f t h e County, on t h e s u b j e c t o f 
P a r l i a m e n t a r y R e p r e s e n t a t i o n , was renewed; 
and Bishop Cosin l o s t much o f h i s w e l l - e a r n e d 
p o p u l a r i t y by h i s o p p o s i t i o n on t h i s o c c a s i o n 
t o t h e g e n e r a l w i s h . l 

The s u p p o r t o f t h e g e n t r y i n t h e County was e s s e n t i a l 

t o C osin f o r t h e f u l f i l m e n t o f h i s aims t o r e s t o r e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

d i s c i p l i n e and t o r e a l i s e t h e i m p o s i t i o n o f h i s s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t y . 

So l o n g as t h e g e n t r y ' s a m b i t i o n s and i n t e r e s t s appeared t o 

i d e n t i f y w i t h t h o s e o f t h e i r Bishop, t h e a l l i a n c e was e f f e c t i v e . 

But Cosin was no p r a g m a t i s t p r e p a r e d t o pursue expediency, nor 

would he c u l t i v a t e such a r e l a t i o n s h i p , p a r t i c u l a r l y i f i t 

clashed w i t h h i s r e g a r d f o r , o r i n t e r p r e t a t i o n o f . P a l a t i n a t e 

p r i v i l e g e s and p r e c e d e n t s . He had been accused o f p u t t i n g 

P a l a t i n a t e r i g h t s b e f o r e r o y a l c l a i m s , and he was c e r t a i n l y 

u n w i l l i n g t o concur w i t h t h e wishes o f t h e gentlemen o f t h e 

County f o r P a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e d e t r i m e n t o f 

h i s v i e w o f t h e Durham e p i s c o p a l p r i v i l e g e s . Nor was t h e a b i l i t y 

t o compromise among h i s v i r t u e s . I t i s h a r d l y u n f a i r t o d e s c r i b e 

him as o b s t i n a t e o r h i s e l e v a t e d v i e w of h i s p o s i t i o n and 

P a l a t i n a t e r i g h t s as u n r e a l i s t i c and a n a c h r o n i s t i c . One must, 

however, r e c o g n i s e t h e s i n c e r i t y o f h i s o u t l o o k and t h e c h a r a c t e r ­

i s t i c d e t e r m i n e d and s t e a d f a s t manner w i t h w hich he c l u n g t o h i s 

1. S u r t e e s , I , c x l v i i i . 



177 

p r i n c i p l e s . 

The ide a o f P a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n f o r Durham 

County and C i t y was n o t new. D i s s a t i s f a c t i o n w i t h Bishop 

N e i l e among l e a d i n g members o f t h e g e n t r y i n the 1620s had 

c u l m i n a t e d i n a p e t i t i o n t o P a r l i a m e n t f o r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

and t h e i n t r o d u c t i o n o f a B i l l , b u t t h e a t t e m p t had been 

t h w a r t e d . The q u e s t i o n arose a g a i n i n t h e 1630s i n c o n n e c t i o n 

w i t h o p p o s i t i o n t o S h i p Money, b u t i t was n o t u n t i l t h e Common­

w e a l t h p e r i o d i n 1654 t h a t the p r i v i l e g e was g r a n t e d . Members 

were s e n t t o P a r l i a m e n t u n t i l t h e R e s t o r a t i o n when the r i g h t 

was a b o l i s h e d . •'̂  W i t h t h e e x c e p t i o n o f t h i s b r i e f i n t e r l u d e , 

Durham, as an exempted j u r i s d i c t i o n , had s e n t no members t o 

Westminster, and t h e r e was an assembly and Bishop's C o u n c i l 
2 

i n t h e P a l a t i n a t e w h i c h had a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s . C l e a r l y 

t h i s was one p r i v i l e g e many s u b s t a n t i a l f a m i l i e s i n t h e County 

were n o t eager t o see r e s t o r e d . 

The e f f o r t s t o r e g a i n r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n P a r l i a m e n t 

demonstrated an a n x i e t y t o r e s t r i c t t h e Bishop's a r b i t r a r y 

1. G. A l l a n , ed., 'C o l l e c t a n e a ad Statum C i v i l e m e t E c c l e s i -
a s t i c u m Comitatus Dunelmensis' ( n . p . , 1774), 8. ' E x t r a c t s 
from t h e J o u r n a l s of t h e House of Commons c o n c e r n i n g t h e 
B i s h o p r i c k o f Durham, and s e n d i n g Members t o P a r l i a m e n t , 
f o r t h e County, C i t y of Durham, B a r n a r d c a s t l e , and H a r t l e ­
p o o l ' ; h e r e i n a f t e r r e f e r r e d t o as ' A l l a n ' ; see a l s o M.E. 
James, 'The S i x t e e n t h and Seventeenth C e n t u r i e s ' , i n DCCT, 
221-3. 

2. L a p s l e y , 112, 149-50; NLC, 75-6; For a d e t a i l e d a p p r a i s a l o f 
the a t t e m p t s t o a c h i e v e P a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , see 
M.S. C h i l d , 'Prelude t o R e v o l u t i o n : t h e S t r u c t u r e o f P o l i t i c s 
i n County Durham, 1678-88' (Ph.D. T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of 
Maryland, 1972), 8-30. 
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power and a s s e r t t h e i r own p o l i t i c a l independence. The 

i s s u e was r e v i v e d s h o r t l y a f t e r the R e s t o r a t i o n and i n 1660 

a B i l l was i n t r o d u c e d i n t o P a r l i a m e n t , b u t a g a i n i t was 

s u c c e s s f u l l y opposed.^ When Cosin w r o t e t o M i l e s S t a p y l t o n 

on January 22nd, 1662, he expressed h i s s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t , 

a l t h o u g h t h e q u e s t i o n had been mooted a g a i n , i t had, f o r 

the t i m e b e i n g , been abandoned. 

I t i s w e l l t h a t t h e gentlemen a t t h e Sessions 
were persuaded t o pass over t h a t b u s i n e s f o r 
K n i g h t s and Burgesses so q u i e t l y . ^ 

The Bishop's i n f l u e n c e had p r e v a i l e d a g a i n , b u t p r o b a b l y t h e 

u n c e r t a i n t y and o t h e r c o n s i d e r a t i o n s o f t h e t i m e had come t o 

h i s a i d . Other p r e o c c u p a t i o n s dominated t h e g e n t r y ' s a f f a i r s , 

n o t a b l y t h e f e a r of i n s u r r e c t i o n , which e x p l a i n s why l i t t l e i s 

heard o f t h e i s s u e . By 1666, however, t h e r e was l e s s d e s i r e 

t o a v o i d o f f e n d i n g o r o b s t r u c t i n g Cosin. He had i n c r e a s i n g l y 

d i s c r e d i t e d h i m s e l f by e x p l o i t i n g h i s p o s i t i o n t o r a i s e heavy 

f i n e s and endow h i s f a m i l y , and many o f t h e g e n t r y were l e s s 

p r e p a r e d t o d e f e r t o h i s a u t h o r i t y . Cosin was aware t h a t 

the movement was an i n d i r e c t c h a l l e n g e t o him p e r s o n a l l y and 

to t h e p o s i t i o n of t h e Bishop, When i t was renewed i n 1666 

i t was o f a more o r g a n i s e d and f o r m i d a b l e n a t u r e , a l t h o u g h 

b o t h s i d e s i n t h e d i s p u t e c o n t i n u e d t o d i s g u i s e t h e r e a l i t y 

1. VCH, I I , 172; A l l a n , 8. 
2. CLB, 2; 26; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 86. 
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of t h e argument by a p p e a l l i n g t o p r e c e d e n t s , r i g h t s and 

comparison t o j u s t i f y t h e i r p o s i t i o n . 

A t t h e General Q u a r t e r Sessions h e l d a t Durham on 

October 3 r d , 1666, t h e grand j u r y p r e s e n t e d a p e t i t i o n t o 

the c o u r t i n t h e name o f t h e f r e e h o l d e r s o f t h e County, 

e x p l a i n i n g 

t h a t t h e y do n o t e n j o y t h e p r i v i l e g e o f 
send i n g members t o p a r l i a m e n t as a l l the 
o t h e r c o u n t i e s o f t h e Kingdom do. •'̂  

The f i f t e e n members o f t h e grand j u r y expressed c o n f i d e n c e 

t h a t t h e j u s t i c e s o f t h e peace would s u p p o r t them i n t h e 

n o m i n a t i o n and s e n d i n g t o London o f f i t persons t o p e t i t i o n 
2 

P a r l i a m e n t t o g r a n t ' t h i s j u s t and r e a s o n a b l e r e q u e s t ' . 

Cosin e n t e r e d h i s p r o t e s t a t i o n a g a i n s t such an a c t i o n and 

f i v e o t h e r j u s t i c e s o f t h e peace r e c o r d e d t h e i r d i s s e n t -

John Sudbury, dean o f Durham, Is a a c B a s i r e , Thomas Craddock, 

Samuel Davison and W i l l i a m B l a k e s t o n . However, i t was approved 

by e l e v e n j u s t i c e s - S i r N i c h o l a s Cole, Henry Lambton, John 

Tempest, Anthony B y e r l e y , Ralph Davison, C u t h b e r t Carr, 

Lodwicke H a l l , Robert C l a v e r i n g , Ralph C a r r , John N o r l a n d 

and C h r i s t o p h e r Sanderson.'' Most o f t h e s e gentlemen had 

1. H u t c h i n s o n , I , 539-40; NLC, 76. 
2. A l l a n , 9, 'An Account o f t h e Proceedings i n P a r l i a m e n t (1666, 

67 and 68) between Dr. Cosins t h e n Bishop of Durham, and t h e 
Gentlemen F r e e h o l d e r s o f t h e County P a l a t i n e o f Durham, 
r e l a t i n g t o t h e i r h a v i n g K n i g h t s and Burgesses t o s e r v e i n 
P a r l i a m e n t ' , 

3. i b i d ; H u t c h i n s o n , I , 539-40. 
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worked w i t h Cosin s i n c e 1660 i n s e t t l i n g t h e County, and 

s e v e r a l were deputy l i e u t e n a n t s . ^ The p r o j e c t went f o r w a r d 

and on February 1 4 t h , 1668, W i l l i a m Davison w r o t e t h a t t h e 

p r e v i o u s day, 

A B i l l f o r c o n s t i t u t i n g e K n i g h t s t o s e r v e 
f o r t h e Countye P a l a t y n e , and C i t i z e n s t o 
s e r v e f o r t h e C i t y o f Durham was r e a d t h e 
second t i m e . 

I t had been committed f o r c o n s i d e r a t i o n t o a l a r g e committee 

of members, i n c l u d i n g many n o r t h e r n r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s , who were 

t o meet on t h e f o l l o w i n g Saturday i n t h e Speaker's Chamber, 

w i t h a u t h o r i t y t o send f o r necessary r e l e v a n t persons, papers 
2 

and r e c o r d s . I n a d i v i s i o n o f t h e Commons on March 2 6 t h , 1668, 

t h e B i l l was r e j e c t e d by s i x t y - f i v e v o t e s t o f i f t y . T h e 

argument p e r s i s t e d t h r o u g h o u t t h e remainder of Cosin's l i f e , 

and i t was n o t u n t i l a f t e r h i s d e a t h , i n 1673, t h a t an A c t 

was passed ' t o enable t h e County P a l a t i n e o f Durham t o send 
4 

K n i g h t s and Burgesses t o se r v e i n P a r l i a m e n t . ' I t i s i n the 

argument employed by b o t h s i d e s i n t h e d i s p u t e t h a t t h e t r u e 

n a t u r e o f t h e c o n f l i c t i s r e v e a l e d . They a t t e m p t e d t o demonstrate 

c o n c i l i a t i o n and r e s t r a i n t and t h e j u s t i c e o f t h e i r case, d e s p i t e 

t h e p a s s i o n s i n v o l v e d . 
1. See above, 67. 
2. SP Dom/29, 234; 178. 
3. A l l a n , 9. 
4. 25, Car. I I , c.9. 
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A document, p r o b a b l y o f 1662, enumerated t h e reasons 

why t h e County r e q u i r e d , and was e n t i t l e d t o . P a r l i a m e n t a r y 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . I t r e f e r r e d t o t h e f a c t t h a t a l l o t h e r 

c o u n t i e s and c o u n t i e s p a l a t i n e were r e p r e s e n t e d , and t h a t 

Durham had t h e same 'inconveniences and s u f f e r i n g s ' as Cheshire 

had b e f o r e i t was g r a n t e d t h e r i g h t . The people of Durham 

would have no s e c u r i t y u n t i l t h e y were a l l o w e d t o t a k e p a r t 

i n t h e c r e a t i o n o f laws w h i c h a f f e c t e d them. Ever s i n c e t h e 

t i m e o f Bishop N e i l e , t h e people o f Durham had p a i d the same 

s u b s i d i e s and p u b l i c taxes as t h e r e s t o f t h e c o u n t r y , and 

had been promised r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n r e t u f ^ n . Among t h e p e n a l t i e s 

which t h e County had s u f f e r e d as a consequence was the c o s t of 

pa y i n g t h e S c o t t i s h army, which had been imposed on t h e g e n t r y 

and never been r e p a i d by P a r l i a m e n t . T h i s was an i m p o s i t i o n 

which s t i l l r a n k l e d a f t e r t h e R e s t o r a t i o n . The gentlemen of 

th e c o u n t y had complained b e f o r e o f t h e c o s t t h e y had borne of 

q u a r t e r i n g t h e army, b u t had never r e c e i v e d any s a t i s f a c t i o n 
2 

from P a r l i a m e n t . The money had been remembered when t h e 

e s t a b l i s h m e n t o f a c o l l e g e i n Durham was mooted i n 1650, when 

i t was suggested t h a t t h e f i n a n c e necessary c o u l d be p r o v i d e d 

by t h e debt owed by P a r i l a m e n t . A l t h o u g h t h e gentlemen had n o t 

1. DCRO; D/Lo/F239(l). 
2. DCRO; S a l v i n MSS, D/Sa/X4;fl/Sa/A3. 
3. H o w e l l , 332; see above, 87. 
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r e c e i v e d any repayment d u r i n g t h o s e y e a r s i n which t h e y had 

a c h i e v e d r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , which i s h a r d l y s u r p r i s i n g c o n s i d e r i n g 

t h e changed regi m e , i t d i d n o t p r e v e n t them f r o m a r g u i n g t h a t , 

had t h e y been r e p r e s e n t e d twenty-two y e a r s e a r l i e r , t h e i r 

i n t e r e s t s would have been safeguarded. The most i n t e r e s t i n g 

p a r t o f t h e document r e l a t e d t o t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t ' i n a l l 

p r o b a b i l i t y ' , k n i g h t s and burgesses would be 'very advantageous 

t o t h e church o f Durham'. T h i s was r a t h e r i n g e n i o u s . 

The g e n t r y o f t h i s County ( t a k e them 
g e n e r a l l y ) a r e as w e l l a f f e c t e d t o t h e 
Church o f England, and t h e government 
o f i t by b i s h o p s , as i n any o t h e r County 
i n t h i s Kingdome: o u t o f t h e s e t h e K n i g h t s 
f o r t h e s h i r e must be chosen 

and c o n s e q u e n t l y , i t was a r g u e d , t h e y would work i n t h e i n t e r e s t s 

o f t h e Church. I t c o n t i n u e d t h a t , s i n c e t w o - t h i r d s of t h e County 

belonged t o t h e Church, many f r e e h o l d e r s must 

have such a dependence upon t h e Bishop or 
Deane and Chapter, t h a t t h e y would n o t 
r e a d i l y oppose them i n t h e e l e c t i o n o f 
K n i g h t s and t h e s h i r e ; b u t (as o b l i g e d by 
t h e i r t e n a n c i e s ) w i l l ( i n a l l p r o b a b i l i t y ) 
g i v e t h e i r v o t e s t o such f i t persons as t h e y 
s h a l l nominate f o r t h a t imployment. 

S i m i l a r l y , as t h e C i t y o f Durham was i^o dependent upon t h e 

Bishop and dean and c h a p t e r , i t would v o t e o n l y f o r good 

c i t i z e n s who were i n t h e c o n f i d e n c e o f t h e Church. The advan­

tages o f t h i s were f u l l y o u t l i n e d f o r t h e b e n e f i t of t h e 

r a t h e r s c e p t i c a l Church. 
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Now f o r t h e Bishop, o r Deane and Chapter 
t o have t h e n o m i n a t i o n o f f o u r members i n 
t h e house o f Commons, to speake t o a l l 
emergent motions t h e r e which may concern 
t h e Church o f Durham, and t o p r e v e n t any 
p r e i u d i c e t h a t may b e f a l l i t ( w h i c h i n a l l 
p r o b a b i l i t y t h e y may, h a v i n g such a g r e a t 
i n f l u e n c e upon t h e E l e c t i o n s ) t h i s must 
a p p a r e n t l y be o f h i g h advantage f o r t h e s a i d 
Church: and t h e want o f members t h e r e f o r 
t h i s c ounty may a t some t i m e prove v e r y 
p r e i u d i c i a l t o i t : f o r i t w i l l be much e a s i e r 
t o crushe a b u s i n e s s e i n t h e f i r s t m o t i o n and 
t o make i t a b o r t i v e when i t i s b u t an Embrio; 
t h e n i t w i l l be t o s t o p i t i n t h e house o f 
L o r d s , a f t e r i t h a t h g o t t h e s t r e n g t h and 
countenance of t h e house o f Commons.^ 

The language was c o l o u r f u l , t h e argument was r h e t o r i c a l l y 

p r e s e n t e d t o appear l o g i c a l and i r r e f u t a b l e , b u t t h e Church 

p a r t y , and Cosin e s p e c i a l l y , was n o t c o n v i n c e d . 

I n a more s y s t e m a t i c a c c o u n t o f t h e i r g r i e v a n c e s and 

e x p o s i t i o n o f t h e reasons f o r t h e i r a c t i o n i n s e e k i n g P a r l i a ­

mentary r e p r e s e n t a t i o n , t h e f r e e h o l d e r s and t h e i r a l l i e s 

o u t l i n e d t h e 

Reasons why t h e r e s h o u l d bee K n i g h t s and 
Burgesses f o r t h e County and C i t t i e of 
Durham t o s i t t i n P a r l i a m e n t , ^ 

The c h i e f arguments p u t f o r w a r d were t h a t a l l o t h e r c o u n t i e s were 

a b l e t o send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s t o P a r l i a m e n t ' t o p r e s e n t 

Grievances and Consent t o p u b l i q u e Taxes, Durham o n e l y excepted'. 

1. The Bishop of Durham was, o f course, a member of t h e House 
o f Lords and c o u l d be i n f l u e n t i a l t h e r e , as Cosin o f t e n 
s t a t e d when i t was c l a i m e d t h a t Durham was n o t r e p r e s e n t e d 
i n P a r l i a m e n t . 

2. Hunter, 24; t h i s i s an unbound c o l l e c t i o n of a s m a l l number 
o f documents w h i c h have n o t been numbered; see a l s o , 
H u t c h i n s o n , I , 540 f f . 
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The County P a l a t i n e o f Chester had been g r a n t e d t h e p r i v i l e g e 

s i n c e t h e r e i g n o f Henry V I I I , and Durham was s u b j e c t e d t o 

t h e same t a x e s and demands w i t h o u t h a v i n g r e d r e s s . I t was 

argued t h a t t r a d e would b e n e f i t d i r e c t l y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n was 

i n t r o d u c e d , and t h a t t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n and a n c i e n t p r i v i l e g e s 

of t h e County P a l a t i n e would n o t be i m j j a i r e d . 

C o sin p u b l i s h e d a d e t a i l e d answer t o these arguments.^ 

W i t h r e f e r e n c e t o t h e f a c t t h a t o t h e r c o u n t i e s had the r i g h t 

and Durham had n o t , he e x p l a i n e d t h a t t h i s was so because 

i t h a t h by a n c i e n t Custom and P r e s c r i p t i o n 
an Immunity to t h e c o n t r a r y , w h i c h t h e Bishop 
o f Durham i s bound by Oath t o p r e s e r v e . 

For Cosin, custom was s u f f i c i e n t j u s t i f i c a t i o n and the r i g h t s 

and p r i v i l e g e s o f t h e County and o f t h e Bishop were s a c r o s a n c t , 

and he was s i n g u l a r l y s c a t h i n g about t h e g r a n t i n g t o Durham of 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n by 

CROMWEL t h e l a t e Usurper, a f t e r He and h i s 
p r e t e n d e d P a r l i a m e n t had murdered t h e Kings 
Royal F a t h e r o f Blessed Memory, and taken 
away b o t h t h e B i s h o p r i c k and a l l t h e R i g h t s 
o f t h a t County P a l a t i n e : w h i c h , by t h e p u b l i c k 
Laws and C o n s t i t u t i o n s o f t h e Kingdom, w i t h 
a l l t h e R i g h t s and a n c i e n t Customs t h e r e u n t o 
b e l o n g i n g have s i n c e r e v e r t e d t o t h e Bishop. 

Faced w i t h an a f f i r m a t i o n of such l o y a l t y t h e government c o u l d 

h a r d l y accede t o t h e f r e e h o l d e r s ' demands. I t was p r o b a b l y 

t h e s t r o n g e s t c a r d i n t h e Bishop's hand, f o r t h e r i g h t n o t t o be 

1. i b i d . 
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r e p r e s e n t e d i n the Commons was i m p o r t a n t t o Cosin, Cosin 

was i m p o r t a n t t o t h e government and had demonstrated h i s 

p e r s o n a l l o y a l t y t o t h e K i n g , who would n o t want t o o f f e n d 

him. Cosin t r a c e d the h i s t o r i c a l development o f , and 

d i f f e r e n c e s between, C h e s i i i r e and Durham t o c o n t r a d i c t any 

p a r a l l e l between t h e two, a comparison w h i c h , he c l a i m e d , 

was n o t v a l i d . He acknowledged t h a t t h e f r e e h o l d e r s and 

i n h a b i t a n t s o f Durham p a i d a i d s and t a x e s , b u t d i d n o t acce p t 

t h a t t h i s e n t i t l e d them a p r i o r i t o r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 

There can be no s t r e n g t h i n t h i s Reason 
whereby t h e y would i n f e r t h e n e c e s s i t y of 
E l e c t i n g K n i g h t s and Burgesses t o consent 
u n t o these payments o f A i d s and Taxes, 
u n l e s s t h e y w i l l a l s o i n f e r t h a t t h e y a r e 
not t o be p a i d w i t h o u t t h e i r consennt, w h i c h 
i s i n j u r i o u s t o t h e K i n g , and P a r l i a m e n t , 
and c o n t r a r y t o t h e d u t i f u l and a n c i e n t 
p r a c t i c e o f t h i s County P a l a t i n e . 

He n o t e d t h a t t h e c l e r g y and t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l t e n a n t s would 

n o t be r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e proposed e l e c t i o n s even though 

t h e y p a i d t h e same t a x e s . I n answer t o t h e a s s e r t i o n t h a t 

t r a d e s u f f e r e d , t h e Bishop r e i t e r a t e d t h a t h i s p o s i t i o n i n 

t h e House of Lords f o r b a d e any p r e j u d i c e t o t h e County b e i n g 

p o s s i b l e , and he was always p r e p a r e d t o p r e s e n t g r i e v a n c e s 

and l a b o u r f o r the communal b e n e f i t o f t h e people o f Durham. 

He c l a i m e d t h a t t h e j u r i s d i c t i o n o f t h e County P a l a t i n e would 

1. Cosin's l o y a l t y t o t h e K i n g was f o r c i b l y demonstrated by 
t h e case o f L o r d Roos' D i v o r c e B i l l - see Ornsby, I I , 
XXX, 233 n. 
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be g r e a t l y i m p a i r e d , and t h e o b j e c t o f e a r l i e r moves t o 

secure r e p r e s e n t a t i o n were t o 

humble t h e Bishop and h i s C o u r t s , t o g e t h e r 
w i t h a l l h i s C l e r g y , e s p e c i a l l y those o f 
h i s C a t h e d r a l Church. 

I n a n o t h e r answer t o t h e f r e e h o l d e r s ' demands Cosin made 

t w e l v e p o i n t s , t h e essence o f w h i c h was t h e same as b e f o r e , 

and t h e p r i n t e d d e c l a r a t i o n was d o u b t l e s s i n t e n d e d f o r 

d i s p l a y . ^ 

The argument c e n t r a l t o Cosin's answers was t h a t i t 

was a p a r t i c u l a r p r i v i l e g e o f t h e County not t o send r e p r e s e n ­

t a t i v e s t o t h e House and Commons, and, 

A l l t h e Bishops o f Durham, a t t h e i r f i r s t 
E n t r ance and I n t h r o n i z a t i o n , t a k e a Solemne 
Oath t o Defend and Preserve a l l t h e accustomed 
R i g h t s , P r i v i l e d g e s , and I m m u n i t i e s (whereof 
t h e a f o r e s a i d P r i v i l e d g e and Ebcemption i s one) 
a p p e r t a i n i n g t o h i s B i s h o p r i c k and C o u n t i e -
P a l a t i n e . And t h i s Oath t h e Bishop i s bound 
t o Observe; n o r do t h he y e t know any Exp e d i e n t 
t h a t w i l l f r e e him from i t . 

He c e r t a i n l y b e l i e v e d i n t h e s a n c t i t y and j u s t i c e o f P a l a t i n a t e 

r i g h t s , b u t was prepared t o a m p l i f y t h e e x t e n t o f t h e r e a l i t y 

of h i s j u r i s d i c t i o n ; t h e K i n g , n o t t h e Bishop had been t h e 
2 

supreme a u t h o r i t y i n t h e B i s h o p r i c s i n c e 1536, Cosin was 

aware t h a t h i s a u t h o r i t y was b e i n g c h a l l e n g e d , d e s p i t e p r o t e s ­

t a t i o n s t o t h e c o n t r a r y , and would be weakened by t h e g r a n t i n g 

1, Hunter, 24; Hu t c h i n s o n , 540-6. 
2. See above, 13. 
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of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . By c l a i m i n g t h a t he was bound by t h e 

a n c i e n t r i g h t s o f t h e P a l a t i n a t e and c o u l d do no o t h e r , 

and r e a f f i r m i n g h i s l o y a l t y t o t h e K i n g , he was a b l e t o 

d e f e a t and d e l a y t h e movement. 

Those r e s p o n s i b l e f o r t h e a c t i o n a t t h e Q u a r t e r Sessions 

were n o t i d l e i n summoning s u p p o r t f o r t h e i r cause i n t h e 

e n s u i n g p e r i o d . I n a l e t t e r w r i t t e n by t h e Bishop t o M i l e s 

S t a p y l t o n on February 1 3 t h , 1668, he r e c o r d e d and commented 

upon r e c e n t developments. He had 

heard f r o m a n o t h e r hand t h a t t h e r e i s a 
good d e a l o f p l o t t i n g among some men i n 
t h e c o u n t r y , you know whom, a g a i n s t me 
and t h e r i g h t s o f t h e County P a l a t i n e , 
which I l a b o u r t o defend.^ 

Seemingly, b o t h s i d e s i n t h e d i s p u t e had been a t t e m p t i n g t o 

o r g a n i s e s u p p o r t f o r t h e i r cause, and t h e Bishop's opponents 

had been b o a s t i n g t h a t Cosin had n o t r e c e i v e d t h e s u p p o r t of 

t h e dean and p r e o e n d a r i e s o f Durham i n t h a t p a r t i c u l a r . The 

f r e e h o l d e r s had been a c q u i r i n g s u b s c r i p t i o n s i n t h e County 

and i s s u i n g new a l l e g a t i o n s a g a i n s t t h e Bishop. Cosin wanted 

i t made c l e a r t h a t t hese were u n t r u e . He had been i n f o r m e d 

t h a t 

t h e same agents and s o l i c i t o r s , h a v i n g p r e p a r e d 
t h e i r owne accounts i n a f a i r parchment o f t h e 
c o u n t r e y ' s money r e c e i t e d f o r t h e K i n g and p a r l i ­
ament, i n t e n d t o b r i n g i t up h i t h e r t o g e t h e r w i t h 
new s u b s c r i p t i o n s f o r K n i g h t s and Burgesses, and 
t o annex a c o m p l a i n t t h e r e u n t o t h a t t h e Bishop, 

1. J.C. Hodgson, ed., 'Northumbrian Documents, I I ' , SS, 131 
( 1 9 1 8 ) , 173. 
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by h i s o f f i c e r s , keep much o f t h e c o u n t r y -
mony i n h i s owne hands, and have n o t d u e l y 
payd i t i n , t h a t i t may be r e t u r n e d t o t h e 
K i n g . l 

The Bishop was n o b l y s u p p o r t e d by S t a p y l t o n who s e t 

f o r t h a v e r y f u l l d e c l a r a t i o n o f t h e p r i v i l e g e s o f t h e 

P a l a t i n a t e and h i s concordance w i t h t h e Bishop's answers 
2 

t o t h e f r e e h o l d e r s ' demands. He t r a c e d t h e e v o l u t i o n of 

t h e County's r i g h t s 'since t h e body o f S t . C u t h b e r t was 

f i r s t b r o u g h t t o Chester', t h r o u g h Saxon and Norman t i m e s , 

when t h e Bishop's p r i v i l e g e o f b e i n g t h e s o l e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

i n P a r l i a m e n t was c o n f i r m e d by k i n g s and p a r l i a m e n t s . ' ' He 

reasoned t h a t 
i t i s c l e a r e t h a t t h e Bishops o f Durham 
a r e a t t h i s day i n a c t u a l p o s s e s s i o n o f 
t h e i r a n c i e n t and undoubted r i g h t o f s o l e l y 
a p p e a r i n g a t t h e King's High Court o f P a r l i ­
ament and t h e r e c o n s e n t i n g t o such Lawes and 
Ordinances as s h a l l be b i n d i n g t o a l l t h e 
i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e i r j u r i s d i c t i o n . 

He t h e n answered t h e f r e e h o l d e r s ' s e v e r a l p o i n t s i n a s i m i l a r 

manner t o t h o s e o f t h e Bishop. He s a r c a s t i c a l l y suggested 

t h a t t h e i r c i t a t i o n o f Cheshire as h a v i n g r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

was somewhat s u p e r f l u o u s as they had p r e v i o u s l y s t a t e d t h a t 

a l l o t h e r c o u n t i e s had such: 

1. i b i d , 173-4. 
2. Hunter, 2 4. 
3. i . e . C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t , County Durham. 
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t h e y might a s w e l l a l s o i n s t e a d of two 
made two s c o r e , have had a s many s e v e r a l 
r e a s o n s a s t h e r e a r e C o u n t i e s i n E n g l a n d 
and Wales. 

He n o t e d t h a t t h e s e r v a n t s o f t h e B i s h o p and c h a p t e r i n 

th e County t w i c e outnumbered t h e f r e e h o l d e r s , 

and y e t a l l t h e s e s e r v a n t s pay t h e i r 
p r o p o r t i o n s o f a l l A i d s and s u b s i d i e s 
a s t h e f f r e e h o l d e r s do, and t h e v a l u e 
o f t h e f f r e e h o l d l a n d o f t h i s C o u n t i e 
P a l a t i n e i n t h e p o s s e s s i o n o f L a y men 
i s n o t a t most above a t h i r d p a r t o f 
the whole. 

He b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e p r e s e n c e o f t h e B i s h o p was s u f f i c i e n t 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n i n P a r l i a m e n t f o r t h e County f o r he a l w a y s 

worked f o r i t s a d v a n t a g e , and i n a n s w e r t o t h e f i n a l c l a i m 

t h a t t h e P a l a t i n a t e j u r i s d i c t i o n would n o t be i m j j a i r e d , 

d e n i e d t h i s , a d d i n g t h a t he was p l e a s e d t h a t 

a t l a s t t h e y b e g i n n e to have some r e g a r d 
t o t h e r i g h t s a n d l i b e r t i e s o f t h e C o u n t i e 
F ^ l a t i n e . 

C o s i n c o u l d n o t have been g i v e n more f u l l - h e a r t e d s u p p o r t 

o r shown g r e a t e r l o y a l t y t h a n t h a t o f S t a p y l t o n , who i n many 

of h i s l e t t e r s r e c e i v e d t h e f u l l b r u n t o f t h e B i s h o p ' s s a r c a s m 

a n d a s p e r i t y . He c o n t i n u e d t o s a f e g u a r d C o s i n ' s p r o f e s s e d 

r i g h t s a n d m a i n t a i n t h e o p p o s i t i o n t o r e p r e s e n t a t i o n f o l l o w i n g 

t h e B i s h o p ' s c o n f i n e m e n t t o London. 

I t might have been t h a t a t one p o i n t t h e B i s h o p wavered 

i n h i s r e s o l u t i o n t o oppose t h e f r e e h o l d e r s , when tempted by 

t h e s u g g e s t i o n t h a t he might have some s a y i n t h e e l e c t i o n 
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of k n i g h t s and b u r g e s s e s . P e r h a p s he c o n t e m p l a t e d a form 

of compromise, a l t h o u g h i t was more l i k e l y t o have been 

w i s h f u l t h i n k i n g on t h e p a r t of h i s a d v e r s a r i e s . On December 

6 t h , 1667, from Durham, Dr. Thomas S m i t h w r o t e t o W i l l i a m s o n 

t h a t , s i n c e coming t h e r e , he had l e a r n e d t h a t t h e B i s h o p was 

somewhat more i n c l i n a b l e t h e n f o r m e r l y 
to y e i l d to t h e d e s i r e s o f t h e Ck)untrey 
f o r s e n d i n g up o f K n i g h t s and B u r g e s s e s 
to t h e P a r l i a m e n t , on c o n d i t i o n a t l e a s t 
t h a t t h e y w i l l h e a r k e n to h i s r e c o m e n d a t i o n 
i n t h e c h o i c e o f t h e persons.•'^ 

He added t h a t C o l o n e l Tempest l e d t h e d e s i g n i n t h e County. 

C o s i n wrote t o Tempest and R a l p h D a v i s o n on December 4 t h , 

1667. He r e g r e t t e d t h a t t h e y c o n t i n u e d to p r e s s t h e b u s i n e s s 

a g a i n s t h i s a d v i c e a n d i n t e n d e d t o p e t i t i o n f o r a B i l l i n 

P a r l i a m e n t . He added a p o s t s c r i p t w h i c h s u g g e s t s t h a t some 

c o n c i l i a t o r y c o n v e r s a t i o n s had t a k e n p l a c e . 

I doe n o t f i n d i n y o u r B i l l t h e s a v i n g of 
an y R i g h t s o r P r i v i l e d g e s p r o p e r t o t h e 
B i s h o p h i m s e l f e , b u t o n e l y s u c h a s a r e 
common t o t h e I n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e County 
P a l a t i n e , who d e r i v e a l l t h e i r L i b e r t i e s 
a nd I m m u n i t i e s from and under him, nor doe 
you keepe y o u r f i r s t o f f e r and p r o m i s e i n 
a s s u r i n g him t h a t t h e B i s h o p f o r t h e time 
b e i n g s h a l l have t h e C h o o s i n g o f One K n i g h t 
and One B u r g e s s e . And d i v e r s O t h e r C l a u s e s 
you have o m i t t e d i n t h a t y o u r B i l l whereunto 
you s a i d you would a g r e e . ^ 

1. SP Dom/29, 224; 5 2 . 

2. Hunter, 2 4. 
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The demand f o r r e p r e s e n t a t i o n c o n t i n u e d t h r o u g h o u t 

the r e m a i n i n g y e a r s o f C o s i n ' s l i f e and, a l t h o u g h h i s i l l n e s s 

c o m p e l l e d him to r e m a i n i n London, he m a i n t a i n e d a v i g o r o u s 

and u n r e l e n t i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e d i s p u t e ' s development, and 

a d v i s e d h i s o f f i c e r s i n what ways t o c o u n t e r t h e a c t i v i t i e s 

of t h e p r o t a g o n i s t s . E v e n though t h e B i l l d e s i g n e d t o g r a n t 

r e p r e s e n t a t i o n t o t h e County was d e f e a t e d i n P a r l i a m e n t , 

t h e c o n t r o v e r s y p e r s i s t e d i n Durham.^ C o s i n vn-ote to S t a p y l t o n 

on December 4 t h , 1669, c o n c e r n i n g t h e i n f o r m a t i o n he had 

r e c e i v e d o f m e e t i n g s h e l d t o promote ' t h e i r r e s t l e s s d e s i g n e ' , 

l e d by C u t h b e r t C a r r , George Morland of W i n d l e s t o n e , a n d 
2 

Mr. B r i s t o w o f G r e a t Lumley. 

I f t h e y s t i l l p r o c e e d i n t h e i r d e s i g n e , I 
p r a y you s p e a k e t o t h e O f f i c e r s b e l o n g i n g 
to my C o u r t s t h a t t h e y a l s o would be a s 
b u s y and c a r e f u l to oppose itf f o r now t h e 
c o u n t r y i s p r e t t y w e l l s a t i s f i e d t h a t i t 
w i l l doe them more h u r t than good. 

C o s i n a l s o wanted a n a s s u r a n c e t h a t t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l o f f i c i a l s 

and o t h e r s y m p a t h e t i c j u s t i c e s o f t h e p e a c e would be p r e s e n t 

a t t h e n e x t s e s s i o n s t o oppose t h e f r e e h o l d e r s . The mayor 

of Durham and o t h e r j u s t i c e s gave him s u c h a promise.'' C a r r 

c o n t i n u e d t o endeavour to r a i s e s u b s c r i p t i o n s and c o n t r i b u t i o n s 

to promote the d e s i g n and C o s i n u r g e d t h a t v i g i l a n c e be 

1. CLB, 4; some o f w h i c h a r e p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 
210-64, p a s s i m . 

2. CLB, 4; 3; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 211-3; s e e a l s o CLB, 5, 56 

3. CLB, 4;5; p r i n t e d i n OrnsDy, 11, 2 1 5 . 
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n v a i n t a i n e d . l a t e i n 1670, a new a t t e m p t was mooted and 

C o s i n n o t e d : 

I t i s a p r e t t y t h i n g t h a t Mr. C a r r e w i l l 
n e v e r g i v e o v e r t h a t b u s i n e s s , whereunto 
I c a n n e v e r g i v e c o n s e n t , a n d w h i c h he 
knows t h e c o u n t r y f o r t h e b e s t p a r t o f ^ 
them doe not p r e t e n d to s e t up any more. 

The B i s h o p h i m s e l f was t h e c h i e f o b s t a c l e to t h e 

s u c c e s s f u l p r o s e c u t i o n o f t h e f r e e h o l d e r s ' demand, a s t h e y 

t h e m s e l v e s r e a l i s e d . R e s p e c t f o r him, h i s d i g n i t y and h i s 

age by t h e government and o t h e r s f r u s t r a t e d t h e i r a i m . With 

h i s d e a t h t h e o b s t r u c t i o n was removed, and i n 1673 t h e A c t 

empowering t h e f r e e h o l d e r s o f t h e County t o e l e c t two k n i g h t s , 

and t h e Mayor, Aldermen a n d Freemen of Durham C i t y t o e l e c t 

two b u r g e s s e s t o r e p r e s e n t them, was p a s s e d . I t was d e s c r i b e d 

a s : 

An a c t t o e n a b l e t h e c o u n t y p a l a t i n e o f 
Durham t o s e n d k n i g h t s and b u r g e s s e s t o 
s e r v e i n p a r l i a m e n t . 

I t a cknowledged t h e i r g r i e v a n c e s a n d arguments: 

Whereas t h e i n h a b i t a n t s o f t h e county p a l a t i n e 
of Durham, have not h i t h e r t o had t h e l i b e r t y 
and p r i v i l e g e o f e l e c t i n g a n d s e n d i n g any 
K n i g h t s and b u r g e s s e s t o t h e h i g h c o u r t o f 
p a r l i a m e n t , a l t h o u g h t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of t h e 
s a i d c o u n t y p a l a t i n e a r e l i a b l e to a l l pay­
ments, r a t e s , a n d s u b s i d i e s g r a n t e d by p a r l i a ­
ment, e q u a l l y w i t h t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of o t h e r 
c o u n t i e s , c i t i e s , and boroughs i n t h i s kingdom, 

1. CLB, 4; 105, 5-6, 15, 121; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 258, 
215-7, 226-7, 264. 
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who have t h e i r k n i g h t s a n d b u r g e s s e s 
i n t h e p a r l i a m e n t , and a r e t h e r e f o r e 
c o n c e r n e d e q u a l l y w i t h o t h e r s t h e i n h a b i ­
t a n t s of t h i s kingdom, t o have k n i g h t s 
and b u r g e s s e s i n t h e s a i d h i g h c o u r t of 
p a r l i a m e n t of t h e i r own e l e c t i o n , to 
r e p r e s e n t t h e c o n d i t i o n of t h e i r c o u n t y , 
a s t h e i n h a b i t a n t s of o t h e r c o u n t i e s , 

1 c i t i e s a n d boroughs o f t h i s kingdom have. 

The A c t was p a s s e d d u r i n g t h e v a c a n c y o f t h e s e e , a y e a r 

b e f o r e B i s h o p Crewe was t r a n s l a t e d from O x f o r d t o Durham. 

The p r i v i l e g e was i m p o r t a n t to t h e f r e e h o l d e r s of t h e County; 

a s C o s i n h i m s e l f n o t e d , t h e y had by 1669 a t t e m p t e d s e v e n t i m e s 
2 

t o s e c u r e i t i n P a r l i a m e n t . C o s i n was a b l e to p r e v e n t i t s 

r e a l i s a t i o n d u r i n g h i s e p i s c o p a t e b u t he c o u l d o n l y d e l a y 

the i n e v i t a b l e . When Crewe became B i s h o p , r e p r e s e n t a t i o n was 

a f a i t a c c o m p l i . 

The most s i g n i f i c a n t consequence of t h e c o n t r o v e r s y 

was t h e i n c r e a s i n g a l i e n a t i o n of t h e g e n t r y and f r e e h o l d e r s 

from t h e i r B i s h o p . They s u p p o r t e d him d u r i n g t h e Dutch War 

when t h e y too seemed t h r e a t e n e d , b u t i t was, p e r h a p s , f o r t u n a t e 

t h a t C o s i n d i d not r e q u i r e t h e i r m o r a l , f i n a n c i a l o r m i l i t a r y 

a i d d u r i n g t h e l a t e r y e a r s o f h i s e p i s c o p a t e t o any marked 

e x t e n t , a s he had p r o v e d h i s u n w i l l i n g n e s s t o i d e n t i f y h i m s e l f 

w i t h t h e i r i n t e r e s t s a n d a m b i t i o n s and t h e y would have been 

1. H u t c h i n s o n , I , 547; f o r f u r t h e r d e t a i l s and t h e s u b s e q u e n t 
e l e c t i o n s , s e e i b i d , 548-50; NLC, 76; M.S. C h i l d , ' P r e l u d e 
to R e v o l u t i o n : t h e S t r u c t u r e o f P o l i t i c s i n County Durham, 
1678-88' (Ph.D. T h e s i s , U n i v e r s i t y of M aryland, 1 9 7 2 ) , 
30-8 f f . 

2. CLB, 4; 3; p r i n t e d i n Ornsby, I I , 2 1 2 . 
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l e s s p r e p a r e d to s u p p o r t him i n h i s . The B i s h o p r e q u i r e d 

t h e i r h e l p i n t h e f u l f i l m e n t of h i s a i m s t o r e s t o r e t h e 

C h u r c h of E n g l a n d and e n f o r c e l a w and o r d e r , and i t was 

f o r t u i t o u s t h a t t h e d i s p u t e d i d n o t a c h i e v e g r e a t i m p o r t a n c e 

o r engender b i t t e r n e s s i n t h e y e a r s i m m e d i a t e l y a f t e r 1660 

when t h e a l l i a n c e was most u r g e n t . C o s i n s i n c e r e l y b e l i e v e d 

t h a t n e i t h e r he nor anyone e l s e had t h e r i g h t t o tamper w i t h 

P a l a t i n a t e p r i v i l e g e s , w h i l s t a t t h e same t i m e r e c o g n i s i n g 

t h a t a ny s u c h i n t e r f e r e n c e would have been p r e j u d i c i a l t o 

h i s own p o s i t i o n and t h e e p i s c o p a l a u t h o r i t y . H i s f e a r s 

were i n most r e s p e c t s i m a g i n a r y : t h e e l e v a t e d p o s i t i o n he 

a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e B i s h o p of Durham an d h i s e x t e n s i v e j u r i s ­

d i c t i o n a l powers were i n r e a l i t y i l l u s o r y . The days of t h e 

P r i n c e B i s h o p were o v e r , a n d o n l y t h e c e r e m o n i a l a n d t h e o r e t i c a l 

powers r e m a i n e d . He e n j o y e d t h e s e m b l a n c e of power bu t n o t 

t h e s u b s t a n c e . P a r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n d i d damage t h e 

p r e - e m i n e n t p o s i t i o n of t h e B i s h o p i n t h a t no l o n g e r was he 

t h e s o l e r e p r e s e n t a t i v e of t h e County i n P a r l i a m e n t , b u t a s 

i n t r u t h a n d p r a c t i c a l t erms Durham r e s e m b l e d a l l o t h e r c o u n t i e s 

of E n g l a n d i n i t s l e g a l p o s i t i o n , i t was a n a t u r a l development. 

By r e s o l u t e h i g h - h a n d e d n e s s a n d obduracy C o s i n r e s i s t e d t h e 

demand, t h e v a l i d i t y o f w h i c h he would not a d m i t b u t c l u n g 

to a p a s t w h i c h no l o n g e r e x i s t e d . He a c h i e v e d h i s o b j e c t i v e 

b u t i t was a t r a n s i t o r y s u c c e s s a n d would n o t s u r v i v e l o n g 
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a f t e r h i s d e a t h i n J a n u a r y , 1672. 

The d i s a g r e e m e n t o v e r I ^ r l i a m e n t a r y r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

s o u r e d t h e B i s h o p ' s r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e g e n t r y . I t a l s o 

d i s r u p t e d t h e f i n e l y - b a l a n c e d r e l a t i o n s h i p upon w h i c h t h e 

e f f e c t i v e n e s s o f t h e s y s t e m of l o c a l government depended. 

Government i n t h e p r o v i n c e s was u n a b l e t o o p e r a t e s u c c e s s f u l l y 

w i t h o u t c o - o p e r a t i o n between t h e government o f f i c i a l s a n d t h e 

l o c a l g e n t r y , and a m utual b e l i e f i n t h e o t h e r ' s i n t e n t i o n s . 

C o s i n d e s t r o y e d t h i s t r u s t by h i s i n t r a n s i g e n c e o v e r t h i s 

i s s u e . I t was s e e n t h a t t h e B i s h o p ' s i n t e r e s t s were n o t 

n e c e s s a r i l y c o i n c i d e n t w i t h t h e g e n t r y ' s . I f t h e B i s h o p 

d i d not s h a r e t h e i r a i m s , th e g e n t r y were l e s s l i k e l y to 

s u p p o r t h i s . But t h e d a y s , i n t h e e a r l y y e a r s o f t h e R e s t o ­

r a t i o n , of p o l i t i c a l u n c e r t a i n t y and f e a r of i n s u r r e c t i o n 

were coming to a n end, C o s i n ' s d e a t h removed t h e o n l y r e a l 

o b s t r u c t i o n t o t h e g r a n t i n g of r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . F o r t u n a t e l y , 

i n t h e f i n a l y e a r s o f h i s e p i s c o p a t e , a s t h e f e a r of p o l i t i c a l 

i n s u r r e c t i o n d e c r e a s e d a n d t h e t h r e a t o f f o r e i g n a t t a c k was 

e l i m i n a t e d , the B i s h o p d i d not r e q u i r e any g r e a t m i l i t a r y 

o r m o r a l s u p p o r t from t h e g e n t r y . R e s p e c t f o r h i s a g e , h i s 

c h a r a c t e r and h i s p o s i t i o n , p r e v e n t e d a m a j o r c o n f r o n t a t i o n . 

I t was r e a l i s e d t h a t h i s h e a l t h was f a i l i n g . C o s i n ' s v e r y 

c h a r a c t e r , h i s s t r o n g w i l l , h i s v i g o u r and a s s i d u i t y , a n d 

h i s work t o r e s t o r e t h e d i g n i t y o f t h e Church o f E n g l a n d , 
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had a c h i e v e d much i n r e - c r e a t i n g r e s p e c t f o r t h e B i s h o p 

o f Durham i n t h e a r e a , a r e s p e c t w h i c h would o u t l i v e h i s 

d e a t h , even though t h e days of t h e P r i n c e B i s h o p s were, 

i n r e a l i t y , o v e r . At h i s d e a t h , h i s body was r e t u r n e d from 

London t o t h e D i o c e s e , f o r a f u n e r a l s e r v i c e c o n d u c t e d w i t h 

g r e a t pomp and ceremony. A c c o r d i n g t o h i s own d e t a i l e d 

i n s t r u c t i o n s , he was b u r i e d i n t h e c h a p e l of t h e p a l a c e a t 

A u c k l a n d . ^ 

F o r t w e l v e y e a r s C o s i n had e n e r g e t i c a l l y worked to 

r e s t o r e t h e C h u r c h of E n g l a n d w i t h i n h i s D i o c e s e . He d e s i r e d 

a C h u r c h l o y a l t o t h e L a u d i a n p r i n c i p l e s w h i c h he had i n t r o d u c e d 

i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t b e f o r e t h e C i v i l War, But t h e government was 

no l o n g e r i n t e r e s t e d i n p a r t i c u l a r p o i n t s o f d o c t r i n e and 

d i s c i p l i n e and t h e t i d e o f o p i n i o n was t u r n i n g a g a i n s t r i g i d l y 

f o r m a l i s s u e s o f u n i f o r m i t y . R e l i g i o u s unorthodoxy was o n l y 

i m p o r t a n t t o t h e s e c u l a r a u t h o r i t i e s i f i t p a t e n t l y r e p r e s e n t e d 

a p o l i t i c a l t h r e a t to t h e S t a t e . C o s i n was c o n v i n c e d t h a t i t 

d i d b u t o t h e r s were no l o n g e r s o s u r e . The B i s h o p n e v e r a c h i e v e d 

the r e s t o r a t i o n o f a L a u d i a n A n g l i c a n C h u r c h o r t h e e r a d i c a t i o n 

of P r o t e s t a n t Nonconformity. H i s i m p o r t a n t c o n t r i b u t i o n to the 

l i f e of t h e C h u r c h l i e s e l s e w h e r e : he r e v i v e d t h e m a t e r i a l f a b r i c 

and t h e d i g n i t y o f t h e C h u r c h i n t h e D i o c e s e . T h i s was no s m a l l 

a c h i e v e m e n t s i n c e , i n t h e twenty y e a r s b e f o r e 1660, not o n l y 

1. Osmond, 301 f f . 
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had t h e o r g a n i s a t i o n a n d s p i r i t u a l j u r i s d i c t i o n of t h e A n g l i c a n 

C hurch been d e s t r o y e d , but s o had i t s p r a c t i c e s a n d o b s e r v a n c e s . 

A g e n e r a t i o n had grown up which had n e v e r known t h e e p i s c o p a l 

s y s t e m o f government and u n i v e r s a l o r g a n i s a t i o n of t h e Church 

of E n g l a n d . C o s i n r e s t o r e d t h e p a r o c h i a l s y s t e m r e s p o n s i b l e 

t o t h e B i s h o p , he r e v i v e d many A n g l i c a n p r a c t i c e s a nd i n s i s t e d 

upon t h e r e c o n s t r u c t i o n o f c h u r c h f a b r i c s . He c o u l d n e v e r 

d e s t r o y N onconformity b u t he made i t t h e e x c e p t i o n a nd i d e n t i f i e d 

i t w i t h s e d i t i o n , w h i c h p r o b a b l y s e r v e d to r e s t r i c t i t s growth 

and development. A f t e r t h e e x p o s u r e and d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e 

c o n s p i r a c y o f 1663 he d i l i g e n t l y l a b o u r e d to c r e a t e a g r e a t e r 

p o l i t i c a l s t a b i l i t y w i t h i n t h e n o r t h - e a s t of E n g l a n d . R e s p e c t 

f o r h i s a g e and h i s p a s t r e p u t a t i o n e n s u r e d no s e r i o u s c o n f l i c t 

w i t h t h e g e n t r y a n d t h a t r e s p e c t was r e f l e c t e d i n a d e f e r e n c e 

t o t h e o f f i c e o f t h e B i s h o p . T h a t r e s p e c t a nd t h e e c c l e s i a s t i c a l 

o r g a n i s a t i o n he r e - c r e a t e d s u r v i v e d h i s d e a t h i n 1672. 
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APPENDIX 

T a b l e s A - C a r e c o m p i l e d from C o s i n ' s V i s i t a t i o n Book. 

T a b l e s A and B. 

Column 1 r e c o r d s t h o s e p a r i s h e s w h i c h p r e s e n t e d no o f f e n c e s . 

Column 2 r e c o r d s t h o s e p a r i s h e s where t h e churchvreirdens were 
p r e s e n t e d f o r n e g l i g e n c e o r misdemeanours. ( f f . 126-144 
i n C o s i n ' s V i s i t a t i o n Book r e c o r d t h e a p p o i n t m e n t s of 
c h u r c h o f f i c i a l s . ) 

Column 3 r e c o r d s t h e numbers of t h o s e p r e s e n t e d a s P a p i s t s , 
r e c u s a n t s o r p o p i s h r e c u s a n t s . 

Column 4 r e c o r d s t h e numbers o f p a r i s h i o n e r s p r e s e n t e d f o r 

n o n - a t t e n d a n c e a t Church o r f a i l u r e t o t a k e communion. 

Column 5 r e c o r d s t h e numbers p r e s e n t e d a s Q u a k e r s . 

Column 6 r e c o r d s t h e numbers p r e s e n t e d a s o t h e r P r o t e s t a n t 
N o n c o n f o r m i s t s , v a r i o u s l y termed s c h i s m a t i c s , f a n a t i c s 
and s e c t a r i a n s . O c c a s i o n a l l y p a r t i c u l a r d e n o m i n a t i o n s 
a r e d e f i n e d - e.g. P r e s b y t e r i a n , A n a b a p t i s t or 
I n d e p e n d e n t . 

Column 7 r e c o r d s t h e numbers p r e s e n t e d a s u n l i c e n s e d d o c t o r s , 
t e a c h e r s , and m i d w i v e s . 

Column 8 r e c o r d s t h o s e p r e s e n t e d f o r o f f e n c e s l i k e a d u l t e r y 
a n d f o r n i c a t i o n . 

Column 9 r e c o r d s t h e numbers p r e s e n t e d f o r o t h e r o f f e n c e s , 
t h e most common b e i n g f a i l i n g t o pay c h u r c h dues, 
s a b b a t h - b r e a k i n g , h a v i n g u n b a p t i s e d c h i l d r e n , i l l e g a l 
m a r r i a g e s and b u r i a l s a n d b e i n g excommunicate. 

Column 10 r e c o r d s when a page i s t o r n o r i n f o r m a t i o n i s m i s s i n g . 
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P a r i s h 

A l l e n t o n 
Alnham 
Alnmouth 
A l n w i c k 
A l s t o n 
A n c r o f t 
A u c k l a n d , S t . Andrew 
A u c k l a n d , S t . H e l e n 
A y c l i f f e 
Hamburgh 
B a r n a r d C a s t l e 
B e d l i n g t o n 
B e l f o r d 
B e l l i n g h a m 
B e r w i c k 
B i l l i n g h a m 
B i s h o p Middleham 
B i s h o p t o n 
Bishopwearmouth 
Bo lam 
Boldon 
B r a n c e p e t h 
B r a n k s t o n 
Br i n k b u r n 
B y w e l l , S t . Andrew 
C a r ham 
C a s t l e Eden 
C h a t t o n 
C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t 
C h i l l i n g h a m 
C h o l l e r t o n 
C h u r c h M e r r i n g t o n 
C o c k f i e l d 
C o n i s c l i f f e 
C o r b r i d g e 
C o r n h i l l 
C o r s e n s i d e 
C r o x d a l e 
D a l t o n 
D a r l i n g t o n 
Denton 
D i n s d a l e 

5 6 

no r e t u r n s 

2 
4 

2 
2 

3 3 

3 10 

2 
1 

no r e t u r n s 

• 

no r e t u r n s 

• 

no r e t u r n s 

• 
• 

38 75 17 
9 10 

13 
19 

65 

23 
11 

16 

2 

2 

9 

2 

4 
4 

6 
2 

10 

4 
2 31 

4 

5 
1 

2 
25 10 
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P a r i s h 5 6 8 9 10 

Durham, S t . G i l e s ' 
Durham, S t . M a r g a r e t ' s 
Durham, S t . N i c h o l a s ' 
Durham, S t . Oswald's 
Durham, The B a i l e y 
E ^ r s d e n 
E a s i n g t o n 
Eb C h e s t e r 
E d l i n g h a m 
Edmondbyers 
E g g l e s c l i f f e 
E g l i n g h a m 
E l l i n g h a m 
E l s d e n 
E l ton 
E l w i c k e 
E i n b l e t o n 
Escomb 
E s h 
P r a r a l i n g t o n 
P e l t o n 
F e n t o n 
F o r d 
G a i n s f o r d 
G a r r a g i l l 
G a t e s h e a d 
Greatham 
G r e a t S t a n t o n 
Gr indon 
H a l t w h i s t l e 
H a m s t e r l e y 
H a r t b u r n 
H a r t & H a r t l e p o o l 
H a u g h t o n - l e - S k e r n e 
Haydon 
Hebburn 
Heddon-on-the-Wall 
Holy I s l a n d 
Horton 
H o u g h t o n - l e - S p r i n g 
Howick 
Hunstanworth 
Hurwor t h 
I l d e r t o n 
Ingram 
J a r r o w 
K e l l o e 

no r e t u r n s 

7 
20 
5 14 

39 4 

30 

3 
2 

• 
• 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 
v / 
no r e t u r n s 

• 
• 

18 5 
16 

10 

22 

20 

7 
no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 
• 

2 

1 

7 
1 

9 

11 
2 

11 

4 5 

2 

3 

6 
60 
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P a r i s h 10 

K i l o e 
K i r k h a r l e 
K i r k h a u g h 
K i r k n e w t o n 
K i r k W h e l p i n g t o n 
L a m e s l e y 
L a n c h e s t e r 
L e s b u r y 
Long Benton 
Long H o r s l e y 
Long Houghton 
Long Newton 
Lo w i c k e 
Mark H e s l e d o n 
Medomsley 
Meldon 
M e r r i n g t o n 
M i d d l e t o n - i n - T e e s d a l e 
M i d d l e t o n S t . George 
M i t f o r d 
Monkwearmouth 
Morpeth 
Muggleswick 
Netherwarden 
N e t h e r w i t t o n 
Newbiggin 
Newburne 
N e w c a s t l e , A l l 
N e w c a s t l e , S t . 
N e w c a s t l e , S t . 
N e w c a s t l e , S t . 
Norham 
Norton 
Ovingham 
P i t t i n g t o n 
P o n t e l a n d 
R e d m a r s h a l l 
Rock & R e n n i n g t o n 
Rothbury 
Ryton 
Seaham 
S e d g e f i e l d 

S h i l b o t t l e 
S h o t l e y 
S l a l e y 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

• 

no r e t u r n s 
16 12 2 

1 

3 

2 

no r e t u r n s 

16 
12 

6 

1 3 

17 23 

4 

9 11 4 
12 14 

2 17 
2 

2 

12 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

S a i n t s ' 
Andrew's 
Jo hn's 
N i c h o l a s ' 

13 

1 

1 5 48 
• ( a l l o f f e n c e s c r o s s e d o u t ) 

9 4 
3 5 1 2 
3 11 

s e v e r a l Q u a k e r s 
11 8 2 20 
20 2 

no r e t u r n s 
1 6 

no r e t u r n s 
40 1 
47 8 
11 
18 ( P a p i s t s 

& Q u a k e r s ) 
( a l l o f f e n c e s c r o s s e d o u t ) 

2 8 5 
no r e t u r n s 

1 17 

4 
2 1 
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P a r i s h 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

S o c k b u r n 
S t a i n d r o p 
S t a i n t o n 
Stamfordham 
Stanhope 
S t a n n i n g t o n 
S t . H i l d a C h a p e l r y 
S t o c k t o n 
S t r a n t o n 
T a n f i e l d 
Tr imdon 
T u g h i l l 
Tweedmouth 
Tynemouth 
Ulgham 
Warkworth 
Washington 
Whalton 
Whelpington 
Whitburn 
Whickham 
W h i t f i e l d 
W h i t t i ngham 
Whitworth 
W h o r l e t o n 
Winston 
W i t t o n G i l b e r t 
Wi t t o n - l e - W e a r 
Wolsingham 
Woodhorn 
Wooler 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

11 
1 

8 

17 

no r e t u r n s 
• 

no r e t u r n s 

• 
13 

3 
2 

13 8 7 2 
4 3 

2 

no r e t u r n s 

• 
4 

1 

7 8 

2 1 

2 
13 

6 5 

4 2 

2 
4 

12 

1 

9 

1 
2 2 

6 
2 9 



TABLE B 

PRESENTATIONS AFTER THE EPISCOPAL V I S I T A T I O N OF 1665 

203 

P a r i s h 8 9 10 

A l l e n t o n 
Alnham 
Alnmouth 
A l n w i c k 
A l s t o n 
A n c r o f t 
A u c k l a n d , S t . Andrew 
A u c k l a n d , S t . H e l e n 
A y c l i f f e 
Hamburgh 
B a r n a r d C a s t l e 
B e d l i n g t o n 
B e l f o r d 
B e l l i n g h a m 
B e r w i c k 
B i l l i n g h a m 
B i s h o p Middleham 
B i s h o p t o n 
Bishopwearmouth 
Bo lam 
Bo1don 
B r a n c e p e t h 
B r a n k s t o n 
B r i n k b u r n 
B y w e l l , S t . Andrew 
C a r ham 
C a s t l e E den 
C h a t t o n & Doddington 
C h e s t e r - l e - S t r e e t 
C h i l l i n g h a m 
C h o l l e r t o n 
C h u r c h M e r r i n g t o n 
Cockf i e l d 
C o n i s c l i f f e 
C o r b r i d g e 
C o r n h i l l 
C o r s e n s i d e 
C r o x d a l e 
D a l t o n 
D a r l i n g t o n 
Denton 
D i n s d a l e 

• 3 
no r e t u r n s 

12 

3 
7 
4 
6 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

2 
24 
1 

25 

2 

4 1 
9 14 

16 
11 
13 

17 
1 

42 
6 
11 

26 

1 

17 13 15 
8 

4 3 
2 

2 
2 12 
6 52 

1 
4 
4 

1 
11 1 

7 6 

2 1 
2 92 

2 
1 

4 2 

10 
1 
1 

8 

4 
3 

/ 
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P a r i s h 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

G i l e s ' 
Margaret'; 
N i c h o l a s ' 
Oswald's 
B a i l e y 

Durham, S t . 
Durham, S t . 
Durham, S t . 
Durham, S t . 
Durham, The 
E a r s d e n 
E a s i n g t o n 
Eb C h e s t e r 
E d l i n g h a m 
Edmondbyers 
E g g l e s c l i f f e 
E g l i n g h a m 
E l l i n g h a m 
E l s d e n 
E l t o n 
E l w i c k e 
E m b l e t o n 
Escomb 
E s h 
F r a m l i n g t o n 
F e l t o n 
F e n t o n 
F o r d 
G a i n s f o r d 
G a r r a g i l l 
G a t e s h e a d 
Greatham 
G r e a t S t a n t o n 
G r i n don 
H a l t w h i s t l e 
Hams t e r 1 e y 
Ifeirtburn 
H a r t l e p o o l 
H a u g h t o n - l e - S k e r n e 
Haydon 
Hebburn 
IJeddon-on-the-Wa 11 
Holy I s l a n d 
Horton 
H o u g h t o n - l e - S p r i n g 
Ho wi ck 
Hunstanworth 
Hurworth 
I l d e r t o n 
Ingram 

37 10 
38 11 
13 19 
40 24 5 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

24 14 
1 2 
5 5 

13 1 1 

2 7 

12 

2 7 
8 4 

6 3 1 

1 4 

3 

2 57 

13 

3 7 

2 6 

5 
4 

6 
4 

2 
2 

9 
1 12 

47 

3 20 • 
1 3 

no r e t u r n s 

1 1 
4 5 4 2 3 1 70 

5 

7 4 2 2 5 
2 
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P a r i s h 3 4 5 10 

J a r r o w 
K e l l o e 
K i l o e 
K i r k h a r l e 
K i r k h a u g h 
K i r k n e w t o n 
K i r k W h e l p i n g t o n 
Lamesley 
L a n c h e s t e r 
L e s b u r y 
Long B e n t o n 
Long H o r s l e y 
Long Houghton 
Long Newton 
Lowicke 
I f e r k Hes leden 
Medomsley 
Meldon 
M e r r i n g t o n 
M i d d l e t o n - i n - T e e s d a l e 
M i d d l e t o n S t . George 
M i t f o r d 
Monkwearmouth 
M o r p e t h 
Mugg le swick 
Ne the rwarden 
N e t h e r w i t t o n 
Newbigg in 
Newburne 
N e w c a s t l e , A l l 
N e w c a s t l e , S t . 
N e w c a s t l e , S t . 
N e w c a s t l e , S t . 
Norham 
N o r t o n 
Ovingham 
P i t t i n g t o n 
P o n t e l a n d 
Redmar sha l l 
Rock & R e n n i n g t o n 
R o t h b u r y 
R y t o n 
Seaham 
S e d g e f i e l d 
S h i l b o t t l e 

8 
46 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

S a i n t s ' 
A n d r e w ' s 
J o h n ' s 
N i c h o l a s ' 

2 2 2 3 

3 1 

6 12 

26 

1 2 
3 4 

23 8 
16 

10 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

18 10 

6 
1 3 

15 16 4 3 
11 

53 

1 
44 

6 15 
3 25 3 

6 
8 

28 
12 
18 1 5 

1 

1 

2? 
22 

11 

2 2 

2 1 

7 28 
1 13 

13 \ / 
6 

1 10 

3 
8 

15 

4 
2 
2 
6 

4 
1 1 

8 

2 17 • 
26 

4 7 
2 

2 1 
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I ^ r i s h 

S h o t l e y 
S l a l e y 
So c k b u r n 
S t a i n d r o p 
S t a i n t o n 
S tamfordham 
Stanhope 
S t a n n i n g t o n 
S t . H i l d a C h a p e l r y 
S t o c k t o n 
S t r a n t o n 
T a n l i e l d 
Tr imdon 
T u g h i l l 
Tweedmouth 
Tynemouth 
Ulgham 
Warkwor th 
Wash ing ton 
Wha l ton 
W h e l p i n g t o n 
W h i t b u r n 
Whickham 
W h i t f i e l d 
Vt fh i t t ingham 
\ f t i i t w o r t h 
W h o r l e t o n 
W i n s t o n 
W i t t o n G i l b e r t 
Wi t t o n - l e - W e a r 
Wolsingham 
Woodhorn 
Wooler 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

no r e t u r n s 

3 4 

2 

4 
1 15 

4 

22 

20 

4 
5 

no r e t u r n s 

12 
• 1 

no r e t u r n s 
3 

no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 
no r e t u r n s 

16 

7 
7 

5 

12 

2 

5 6 

5 

2 1 
2 1 

1 
10 

15 

8 9 

11 

7 

1 
7 

2 14 
1 

12 

10 

2 
2 

8 
7 

4 
6 
3 

11 

3 
1 
1 

2 

3 
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TABLE C 

COMPARISON OF PARISHES WITH A SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF PAPISTS 
AND NONCONFORMISTS I N 1662 AND 1665 

P a r i s h 
1662 1665 

1 2 3 4 1 2 3 4 

A l s t o n 2 3 3 — - • - - -
A u c k l a n d , S t . Andrew 2 3 10 1 7 - 24 -
A u c k l a n d , S t . Helen 4 - - - 4 - 1 -
B a r n a r d C a s t l e 2 2 - - - - 9 -B e r w i c k 38 75 17 - 9 14 - -
B i l l i n g h a m - - 9 10 - 16 - -
B i s h o p Middleham - 13 - - 11 - - -
B i s h o p t o n 19 - - - 13 - - -B i shopwearmouth - - - - - 17 - 3 
B r a n c e p e t h 65 - - 4 42 - 11 2 
C o n i s c l i f f e 23 - 2 - 26 - 3 -
D a l t o n 16 2 - - - - - -
Durham, S t . G i l e s ' 7 - 3 - 37 - 10 -
Durham, S t . > f a r g a r e t ' s 20 - 2 2 38 11 - -
Durham, S t . N i c h o l a s ' 5 14 - - 13 19 - -
Durham, S t . Oswa ld ' s 39 4 - - 40 24 5 -
E a s i n g t o n - 30 - - - - 24 14 
H a r t l e p o o l 20 - 2 4 - - - -
B o u g h t o n - l e - S p r i n g - 7 - - 4 5 4 2 
K e l l o e - 60 - - 46 - - -
Mark Hes leden 16 - 9 11 23 8 - -Medomsley 12 - 12 14 16 - 18 10 
M o r p e t h 17 23 5 - 15 16 4 3 
M u g g l e s w i c k - - - - - 11 - -N e w c a s t l e , A l l S a i n t s ' - 1 - - - 44 - -
N e w c a s t l e , S t . Andrew ' s - - - - 6 15 - 1 
N e w c a s t l e , St^. J o h n ' s 9 4 - - 3 25 3 -
R y t o n 47 - 8 - 28 - 2 2 
Seaham 11 - - - 12 - - -
S t a i n d r o p 1 - 17 - 4 - 2 1 -
Stanhope 8 - 5 - - 3 1 -Tynemouth 2 - 7 8 - 5 - -
Washing ton 13 - - - 12 - - -
W i t t o n G i l b e r t 4 - 6 5 7 - 10 -

Column 1 P a p i s t s 
Column 2 Absen tees and Non-communicants 
Column 3 Quakers 
Column 4 Othe r N o n c o n f o r m i s t s 
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TABLE D 

SIR THOMAS GOWER'S L I S T OF COUNTIES OF ORIGIN OF CONSPIRATORS 

(SP Dom/29, 99 ; 169 . June , 1 6 6 4 ) . 

County ( o r a r e a ) Numbers o f C o n s p i r a t o r s 

B e r k s h i r e 6 
B u c k i n g h a m s h i r e 3 
Cumberland 3 
D e r b y s h i r e 2 
Devon 1 
D o r s e t 4 
Durham 22 
H u n t i n g d o n s h i r e 3 
L a n c a s h i r e 9 
L e i c e s t e r s h i r e 2 
L i n c o l n s h i r e 5 
London 10 
N o r f o l k 3 
N o t t i n g h a m s h i r e 8 
N o r t h u m b e r l a n d 12 
S h r o p s h i r e 2 
S t a f f o r d s h i r e 2 
S u f f o l k 6 
S u r r e y 3 
Somerset 7 
Wes tmor land 8 
Wales 11 
Wi I t s h i r e 7 
West o f Eng land 11 
Y o r k s h i r e 50 
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TABLE E 

IMPRISONED DURHAM CONSPIRATORS, APRIL, 1664. 

SP Dom/28, 9 6 ; 6 9 . A p r i l 8 t h 

The P r i s o n e r s now s e c u r e d a t Durham and a t Y o r k e . 

A t Y o r k , o f B i s h o p r i k e p r i s o n e r ) 

John J o b l i n , t h e J a l o r f o r m e r l y 
a t Durham. 

Mr . Wm. L e v i n g e 
J o . Ward 
Tho. R a n d a l l 
Tho . P a r k i n s o n 
R a l p h Robinson 

A t Durham 

C a p t . M i t f o r d 
John S m i t h 
Geo. Watson 
Tho . B u r d i s 
Wm. Brass 
Rob. J o b l i n 
Mr . T i m o t h y W h i t t i n g a m 
Rob. S e l b y 
Lewis F r o s t 
Josep H e y l i n g e 

Bateman, o f Durham. 

There a r e v e r i e many o m i t t e d t h a t E l l r i n g t o n knowes t o have 
bene ingadged i n t h i s d e s i g n e , t h a t a r e i n c o n s i d e r a b l e f o r 
t h e i r e q u a l i t y , and t h e r e f o r e n o t named i n t h i s I n f o r m a t i o n . 

SP Dom/29, 96; 7 0 ( 1 ) . A p r i l 9 t h 

Names o f n i n e persons i n Durham J a i l E l l e r i n g t o i i i s bound 
ove r t o p r o s e c u t e . 

John Ward, a s m i t h and A n a b a p t i s t 
John J o p l i n g , f r i e n d o f Raul Hobson 
Lewis F r o s t o f Sou th S h i e l d s 
M i c h a e l C o a t e s w o r t h , p r e a c h e r 
C u t h b e r t C o a t e s w o r t h , p reache r 
John Shaw, f a r m e r 
John O l i v e r , f a r m e r 
John Hopper, f a r m e r 
N i c . H a r r i s o n , f a r m e r 
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TABLE F 

CONSPIRATORS NAMED BY ELLERINGTON 
(Add , 33770 ;37) 

John Redshaw 
R o b t . B lenkensop 
Rowland H a r r i s o n 
John Ward ( a t whose house many mee t ings were h e l d ) 
C a p t . Dowhanby 
C a p t . Gower 
R o b t . Redshaw, son o f John 
R o b t . T a y l o r o f E a s t b r i d g e 
Mark T a y l o r " 
John Marsh " 
John J o p l i n o f F o x h o l e 
John Marsh o f R i d l e y M i l l 
C u t h b e r t Newton o f K i n d l e y 
R i c h . T a y l o r o f B r o m l e y 
Henry Ange r s 
C u t h b e r t Maughan o f B r e c k i n s i d e 
Geo. Redshaw o f Edmondbiers 
John O l i v e r " 
Lewis F r o s t o f S o u t h S h i e l d s 
C u t h b e r t Qi tesworth " 
M i c h a e l C o t e s w o r t h " 
John Hopper o f Cary S h i e l d s 
C u t h b e r t Ward o f B l a c k Headley 

Edmund^Biers ) ^P' '®®"'"^'^^^ e r r o r f o r R a l p h Hey o f Edmondbyers) 

Thomas Redshaw o f Paddam Syke 
M i c h a e l \iard o f S h o t l e y f i e l d 
R i c h d . Johnson o f S u n d e r l a n d 

F o r r e s t e r " 
R i c h d . Ord o f Brakenhugh 
John Ord " 
James C a r r o f A i r d l e y 
R o b e r t Bulmer o f Crooked Oakes 
R i c h d . H a r r i s o n 
H i c h o l a s H a r r i s o n 

These E l l e r i n g t o n named as t h e c o n s p i r a t o r s who met a t 
Mugg le swick and t o o k t h e oa ths o f s e c r e c y . 
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TABLE G 

LIST OF NAMES OF PLOTTERS GIVEN BY JOHN ELLERINGTON 
( C o s i n ' s L e t t e r Book, 3 ; 44) May 2 7 t h , 1664 

C a p t a i n Dough neare Cetan D e l a v a l e . O l i v e r ' s C a p t a i n 
Lewis F r o s t o f S o u t h Shee l s 
C a p t n . Edwd. Shepherdson o f S u n d e r l a n d 
C u t h b t . C o a t s w o r t h o f Shee l s a merchaunt 
M i c h . C o a t s w o r t h h i s b r o t h e r 
John J o b l e r G a o l e r o f Durham 
John J o p l i n o f M u g g l e s w i c k 
Rowland H a r r i s o n S e n r . ) 
N i c h o l a s H a r r i s o n ) 
John B y e r l e y ) 
R o b t . B l e n k e r s h i p ) o f M u g g l e s w i c k 
John Ward ) 
John March ) 
Rowland H a r r i s o n J u n r . ) 
R o b t . T a y l o r o f E d i s b r i d g e 
Marke T a y l o r o f t h e same 
George T a y l o r a l s o o f t h e same p l a c e 
C u t h b t . Newton o f H e i g h l e y 
John March o f R i d l y M i l l 
Henry Angs 
R i c h d . Ord t h e p r e a c h e r and an A n a b a p t i s t 
John Ord J n r . 
C a p t a i n George L i l b u r n o f S u n d e r l a n d O l i v e r ' s C a p t a i n 
Pau l Hobson a g r e a t s t i c k l e r 
C a p t . Gower 
S i r Henry W i t h r i n g t o n 
Edwd. Fenwick o f S t a n t o n 
Mr . T i m o t h y W h i t t i n g h a m 
M r . S e l b y t h e Durham A p o t h e c a r y 
John B u r d i s o f Durham 
R a l p h B a i n b r i d g e ) ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 
Lee Shooemaker ) 
George B e a d n e l l o f Newcas t l e 
M r . London o f Newcas t l e 

( A l l a r e s a i d t o have been i n v o l v e d i n t h e ' l a t e h o r r i d p l o t 
h a t c h e d i n M u g g l e s w i c k ' . The document i s s i g n e d by John 
E l l e r i n g t o n i n t h e p resence o f I s aac B a s i r e J n r . , t h e son 
o f the Archdeacon o f N o r t h u m b e r l a n d . ) 
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