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Abstract
A Strategy for Revitalizing Class Meetings through
a Leadership Discipline Training,
with Special Reference to Paikwang Methodist Church
Young Saeng Kim
Doctor of Ministry
2019
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

This paper aims to revitalize class meetings that are widely organized
but exist nominally within the Methodist Church. This revitalization is
attempted through strengthening leadership of class leaders, carrying out
specific education and training for them. The results of this attempt show a
considerable impact. The three specific problems of Paikwang Church class
meetings — lack of class leader training, low participation in Sunday meetings
of classes, and weak interest and importance placed on the classes by
ministers — are noted to be different before and after the proposed education.

Chapter 1 is the introduction which indicates the problem and research
purpose. Given that two essential ministerial components of a local church are
worship and small group, this paper has begun from the clear need to revamp
small group classes that are largely neglected in this age in which the care
and interest for the individual are increasingly necessary.

Chapter 2 explores John Wesley of the 18" Century England and
Wesley’s revival movement in order to gain appropriate under standing of
class meetings. Class meetings are direct fruits of Wesley's revival movement.
The second half of the chapter examines John Wesley’s own class meetings —

its origin and development, purpose, order, methods and leaders.
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Chapter 3 analyzes the historical influences to Wesley which enabled
him to see the opportunity to renew the English Church: the English
Methodist Society, German Pietism, Philip Jacob Spener, August Hermann
Franke, the Moravian prayer community at Hernhut. Also, this chapter
describes Wesley's resulting actions: the Oxford Holy Club, the United Society
and class meetings.

Chapter 4 probes the context and growth of classes in England at their
birth, as well as class meeting movements of the United States and Korea.
The chapter also explains a few factors that caused class meeting to decline.

Chapter 5 recounts the history of Paikwang Methodist Church in terms
of its class meetings. The church's current class status and issues are
identified. An alternative 1s proposed, applied, and its results are analyzed.

Chapter 6 proposes a specific strategy of revitalizing class meetings
through leadership training that raises individual class leaders to be well
responsible for the call of class meeting leading. Two methods are particularly
important — ‘a strategy to raise class leader’ and ‘a strategy for continuing
education.” Relevant means of carrying out these strategies are then

described.

Theological Mentors: Euiwan Cho, PhD

Jeong Kii Min, PhD
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Present Position:

Senior Pastor of Calvarykmc Methodist Church, Seoul

Personal Data:
Birthdate: July, 26, 1971
Marital Status: Married to Jong Suk Lee with one son, Juyeol Kim
Home Address: 88 NeungDongno 4 Gil Gwangjin Gu, Seoul

Denomination: The Methodist Church in Korea

Ordained: April, 16, 2003

Education:
B. A.: Methodist Theological Seminary, Seoul, 1996
Th. M.: Methodist Theological Seminary, Seoul, 1998
D. Min.: Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, 2019

Personal Experience:
2000 to 2005:  Senior Pastor of Sodal Methodist Church, Samcheok
2005 to 2018:  Assistant Pastor of Paikwang Methodist Church, Seoul
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