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Abstract
A Practical Discipleship Training Plan for the Missional Church:
with Special Reference to the Happy Disciple Church
Hyun Ki Lee
Doctor of Ministry
2019
School of Theology, Fuller Theological Seminary

This study began from the recognition of a problem — that thet Korean Church discipleship
training has not been producing true disciples even though it has contributed greatly to church growth.
Such ‘discipleship training’ in the Korean Church has brought many benefits such as 1) teaching
proactive attitude of faith for practical fruits and transformation for a believer’s life, 2) motivating
church members for robust participation in church ministry, 3) bearing the fruits of evangelism, and
etc. However, this discipleship training has unfortunately become a tool for church growth and its
content reduced into a program rather than teaching public discipleship.

Therefore, this study examines and proposes missional discipleship training based on theories of
the missional church as an alternative that can overcome limits and weaknesses of the stagnant Korean
Church discipleship training. The results show that this missional discipleship training allows church
members to personally and communally participate in ministries of the Kingdom of God as proactive
social and cultural responsibility, without restricting discipleship and its sphere of influence into
personal piety or intra-church ministry.

Chapter 1 is the introduction that writes research motive, purpose, method and scope. Chapter 2
surveys the origin and development of Korean Church discipleship comprehensively, as well as its
accomplishments and limitations. In the 1960s, discipleship training was headed by the Navigators
and continued to grow through college campus ministries in the 1970s. Discipleship training started
to become popularized as the graduates of the campus ministries began becoming pastors applying
what they have learned on campuses into local churches. Particularly, Pastor Oak Han-Eum widely
disseminated into the Korean Church a discipleship training program he developed based on core

principles and experiences of mission organization discipleship training, as well as unique contexts of



each local church.

Chapter 3 discusses missional ecclesiology and missional discipleship training in order to
demontrate the latter as an alternative overcoming problems and limitations of the existing Korean
Church discipleship training and to propose basic ministry principles based on missional discipleship.
Muissional discipleship training based on missional ecclesiology allows the current discipleship training
to overcome dualistic spirituality, biased discipleship, individualized faith life, and etc. It also provides
theological basis for Christianity to have social responsibility and refreshes perspectives for existing
discipleship training process, content and scope. Thus, this chapter proposes a new paradigm of
discipleship training — its purpose and main characteristics — and new principles and methods of
missional discipleship training.

Chapter 4 compares and analyzes three cases of representative churches which are
systmematically practicing discipleship training, and their strengths and weaknesses, to the missional
discipleship training spelled out in Chapter 3. The three cases are: 1) Sarang Church, which became
the representative church of Korean Church discipleship training by first applying and settling
discipleship training concept introduced by campus mission agencies, 2) Nadeulmok Church, which
has been founded in the center commercial area of a city based on the Gospel of the Kingdom of God
in 2001 pursuing missional church there, and 3) Happy Disciple Church, which is pastored by this
author, examining in depth its ministry philosophy, and purpose, content and programs of its
discipleship training.

Chapter 5 points to practical methods of missional discipleship training resulting from Chapter
3’s theoretical findings of missional discipleship training theories based on missional ecclesiology and
Chapter 4’s church cases. These methods are more comprehensive in scope than the existing
discipleship training of the Happy Disciple Church, covering theological blindspots and missional

discipleship deficiency of its core discipleship principel and methods.

Theological Mentors:  Euiwan Cho, PhD
Wong Gil Shin, PhD
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