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VLADIMIR TOLSTOI

COUNT AUDREY MODJESKA Students of the Univereity of
BARON POSTA LAKANOFFSKI) St. Petersburgh.
GREGORY BORSKI

KAROL ORLOFF . e eevevecoaces.dA Nihiligt

MINISTER OF POLICE

DUKE ALEXIS

DUCHESE ALEXIS

MARIE ALEXIS

MADAVE KRAMOLIN............An old nurse.
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Vliadimir'e student quarters in the University.

.G T =thk,

Same asg Act'First. Four monthes later.

RGP

The Foyer and CGrand Staircase in the Imperial Opera
House in St, Petersburgh. A year later,

A O'T XV,

Vladimir's quarters, The next day.



A Gl

SCENE: 1 Student quarters of Vladimir in the
University.,
s G A Autumn,

Up Re Cui 8 door in flat and the only
entrance intc room from below--Room
supposed to be on tep floor - at L.C.
a large bay-window over-looking domes
and spires of the city- At L. 3rd,
door, leading intc an inside room=--At
L 2nd, fireplace and mantel--Over R.
drd, a door,supposed to lead into
another emall room or closet--This
scene boxed and ceiling pieéce with
chandelier from C.- Over R. near
tormentor, a small dreseing table, on
which is hair brush, comb and small ha
glasse, At wall R. 2nd, an old folding
bed which is open at rise of curtain,
but when closed, represente a supposed
piano, Up back of bed, an easel, on
it an artist's franme, which, later on,
serves as tcp to an o0ld trunk--Chair
at easel and bag of peanuts on it. On
wall R. and L. ¢f door R.C/ two large
pictures representing gay Ballet girle
on top of frame is a curtain shade ar-
rangement, which, when pulled down wit
strings, will unroll a map which will
cover the questionable pictures, DBe-
tween door and window, a common chair-
Large bay~-window covered with very
cheap curtains on poYe. 0Old-fashioned
arm chair in window and bock in chair.
At L, Ard curtzin pole above door but
no curtains. Lock and key to door. In
the inside room is an o0ld,large box
painted like a trunk, it must be large
and high enough for 5 woman to hide
in, and top and bottom must he out-on
mantel at L., 3nd, nail and towel on it-

under towel an old chair, and on it a
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etéve, lighted, on it a frying pan,

pail half full of water-on mantel

small fancy photo with easel backing
to represent Vladimir's mother. Small
paper bag with three eggs. Half dozen
knives and forks, three cups and sauc-:
ers, shoe of Gregory, an alarm clock
and one inside to ring, salt cellar and
pepper box, empty wine bottle and emp-
ty cigar box., At fireplace, an o0il

back of stove an old chair, it is also
left of an old kitchen table, on which
is an 0ld wash basin, tin dipper, large
wooden spoon, empty cigar box and four
empty bottles. At right of table old
chair, and at right leg of table on
floor a full bottle of wine. At C.

an 0ld hassoek, and R. of C, between
hageock and folding bed a pile of books
in two stacks about two feet high; on
right stack, the upper books is the dy-
namite boock, It is a red covered book
and inside is hollowed and when opened
the bomb is seen. On top of the two
stacks is a large book resting on end
and it formes a pyramid. As curtain.
rises, Gregory is discovered sleepling
on floor with hassock for pillow, his '
shoe beside him. Count Andrew Modjeska
is in bed also asleep, and Baron Posta

is sleeping at the foot, his left leg

resting on the chest of the Cpunt,
Their apparel consists of shirt, trous-
ers and stockings, the rest of their
clothing distributed around the room-
General air of poverty, as g tudents haw
pawned all their possessicns, the room
is in cheos, twenty-five empty bottles
around on floor also a few enptv cigar
boxes, showing that the occupante have

‘had a night of dissipation. _As cur-

tain rises, alarm clock off stage L. 2B
rings,”  Nusig¢c fOor rise, The Drinking
SONG .

when curtain up, CGregory slowly awakes,
Sits up, stretches hiuself, slowly

rises. looks over at clock, stretches
niuself again,

-~



Gregory
Confound that alarm clock. The man who invented that ought
to have been slaughtered.
(Alarm clock stope, luoks around room)
By jove! We must have had a devil of a time.
(Seee Posta and Andrey on bed still sleeping-laughe)
Well! There's a picture for a young ladies seminary.
(X's over tc bed)
Come, come, wake up there, are you going tc sleep all day?
(Xing over L - Businese of tack in foot, limps across
stage L. to wash from pail)

Andrey

(Stretching)
Oh! Oh! I had a horrible dream. I dreamt that a monkey was
on my chest.

(Sees Posta's foot, which is on his chest)
No wonder I had the night mare.

%Throgs Posta's foot off and Posta rolls out of bed on

lecor

Poeta
(On floor)
What are you trying to do with my feet?

Andrey
(Sitting on eide of bed)
Vhat were they doing op my chest?

Posta
I put them there,
(8till on floor)

Andrey
And I object having them under my nose, you understand?
(Posta rises)

Gregory
Oh! Come, come, take a bath and cool your blood.
(Over at bucket of water)

Andrey
Hold on there, Gregory! Don't be a pig and use all that water.
(X's over to Gregory)

Gregory
Are you afraid that I'll convert it into a mud puddle?

Andrey
I'1]l not take anv chances.
(He fills tin basin on table from bucket with a tin

dipper and he and CGregory start washine with much noise
pugging and Bplaahing§ %bata in %he B@an%ime as gone °



up stage where his clothes are hanging on a chair
near the easel, he observes a bag of nut shells on
chair, he takees them up and comee down stage, takes
up Gregory's shoe which is near the hassock at C.,
Posta hears the puffing and splashing of Gregory and
Andrey)

Posta
The menagerie taking a bath, .
Pours nut shelle into Gregory's shoe)
Andrey kicks Gregory and turns around to wash as
tho' someone else did it) |

Gregory
(To Andrey) ;
See here! If you do that again I'll turn you intc a sausage.

(Takes towel from mantel)

Andrey
Hold on! Half of that belongs to me,
(Both wiping at same time)

Posta
(Up C. putting on coat)
Leave me a clean gpot in the middle will you?

_ Andrey
Oh: Use your handkerchief,
Gregory
Where are my shoes?
Andrey

There's one on the mantel fool!
(Xing over R. to a little fable with his toilet articles
on at R, IE)

Posta
A night of dissipation has made us all exceedingly polite,
(Putting on collar up C. Gregory hae taken his shoe,
site at chair L, and puts it on)

Andrey
Yes,
(Combing hie hair)
But where is Vladimir I wonder?
Posta
Where we ought torhave been three hours age, in the class roomn,

(Up C)



Andrey
Oh! Yee of course, he's a model young man,
(Posta X'e over L. near stove, Gregory X's over
to C. and sits on hassack)

Gregory
No, sarcaem, please, Vladimir is all right.
(Putting on shoe with nut shells in
He's one of the best,
(Stands on shoe)
Oht

Posta
What's the matter?
(Over L. at table)

Gregory
(Takes off shoe, empties shells on floor)
Who put those nut shells in my shoe?

Andrey
(Combing hair and brushing up)
Vladimir, I suppose, -
- Gregory
He's not such an idiot to plav such stupid tricks,
(C. Posta putting on his shoe, Over i.)

Andrey
(Continuing toilet)
EbtflGreat intellecte like Vladimir's never stocop to such
ri €8, ¥

Posta
Has Vladimir ever done anything to you?
(Over L. tying his shoe)

Gregory
(Putting on his shoe) .
Of course not. He never givee him credit for anything, Posta.

r

Andrey
Why should he deserve more credit?

Posta
(Finds his shoe under table L.)
Because he has more and we have been borrowing from it,

Andrey

(Making toilet)
He'll not lose the money that he loaned me. Besides he should
bahggankful that we associate with him. A common fellow without

€.
(Over R)

a




Posta
(Over L, Tying shoe)
I would rather be born without a name and make one, then
with one and disgrace it.

Andrey
What do you mean?

Posta
Simply what I say.

Gregory

(C. Fixing hie collar)
You're right, Posta. Andrey should be the last to speak
againgt Vliadimir, When we were thrown out of our rooms--
(Sitting on hassock tying shoe)

Poeta
Yes,because we couldn't pay our rent,
(Over L, fixing his shoe)

Gregory
He invited us to share his apartments.

| Andrey
Humph} Apartments.
Over at bed, arranging collar,necktie, etc.-)

Posta
Well: It's not what you would call luxurious, but you
seem to forget that he pawned all his elegant furniture to
pay one of your debts of honor.

Andrey
As soon as I get my allowance he'll get his money, and not
before,

- Posta ;
You better hurry up then., Vladimir needs it, It will be a
month before he gets his money from the Duchess.

Andrey
- The Duchess Alexis is very kind to this commoner. 1I'll bet
there's something behind all this great generosity.

Posta
(Rising indignantly)
Look here, Count Modjeska, if you insinuate that it ies of
& base nature, I will clear that point.
(Xing C,- Gregory goes up atage and puts on coat)

The Duchess Alexie and Vladimir's mother wae very dear friends,



After leaving school Vladimir's mother fell in love with a

worthlese fellow who deserted her, and then the poor woman,

died, after giving birth to Vladimir, and so the Duchess

promised to educate the boy. Now that's all there is to it.
(Going back to L.)

Andrey

And he repays his benefactrese by making love to her daughter,

A young lady of rank,

Posta
Pghaw! What's rank? Here I am a baron, and I haven't a
eingle rouble. I have pawned all I had and it's a pity
that I can't pawn my title. I would if I could,
(Sitting at table L.)

Andrey
Oh! Nonsense! I tell you one in Vladimir's poeition has no
right to make leove to Marie,

Gregory
(Comee down C)
And why not? Miet he throw his -affections to the winds,
because you happen to fancy her?
(Fixing his tie)

Posta
Oh? That's the ida, is it? Take my advise, Andrey, Marie
loves Vliadimir as much ae he loves her, and you're only
wasting your tine,

(c) Gregory

C

Yes, and for you to try to spoil his chances, would be
contemptibla.

Andrey
Hold on!{ I have stood enough of your insults,
(Rising at R.C.)

Gregory
I donEthare, I mean every word.
C

Posta
Come, don't be idiots, this is no place to settle your quar-
rel. _
(Rising L. C.)



T —

. Andrey
Then he's got to keep quiet, that's all,
(Géee= R, and sits on bed)

Posta

For Heaven's sake, change the subject. Look! See this shoe.

(Shoe in right hand)
I will wager a rouble, which I haven't against a rouble which
neither of you have,

(Laughingly)
th:thrith this shoe, I can scale the top book off that pile.
Watc
(over at table L. and is about to throw shoe)

Andrey
Stop! What are you doing?
(Rieing quickly)

Posta
What's the matter?
(Excitedly) (Gregory comes down C also with great

interest)
Andrey
There's a dynamite bomb there,
(R.C,)
Posta and Gregory
Where?
Andrey
The Dark red book.
Gregory
(C)
Who brought it here?
(Suppressed)
Andrey
I did, last night. 3
(r.C.)
Posta

You promised to deliver that to the Brotherhood.
(L, C. Gregory goes up to C, Door, locks it)

Andrey
I thought I was followed 80 I brought it in here.




Posta
That was wrong. You know that Vliadimir is not one of us,
that he is against Nihiliam,
(Gregory at door R. C. listening}

Andrey
Oh!l I can't consult him on everything. Besides it'e here
and we must make the most of it,

Gregory
Is it one of the new ones?
(Comes dowvn C)

Andrey
Yes, the most, powerful, ever manufactured,
(Kneeling down beside books, takes up the book,
slowly opene it and bomb can be seen in center
of book)

Posta -
It's a miracle we weren't blown to pieces,

Andrey
No,fear of that., I had my eye on it., Besides you have to
Jar it first, then it takes half a minute: to unwind and ex-

ploda.

Vliadimir

(Qutside laughing)
It's all right, never mind, I'll call thenm,

Posta
It's Vladimir, get it out of the way.
(Gregory starts for it)

Andrey
Never mind! It's safe here, when I go, I'll take it,
(Replace itamong the other books)

Vladimir

(Outside, knocking at door c)
What! Ho there. What ho!

Gregory unlocks door)

Gregory L. C.,- Posta L.~ Andrey R)
What ho! yourself, there!

EEnter Viadimir C)

Salutes)
Good morning, boys.

All

Sal¥
Good mOTrninge.



10

Posta
What report from the class room?
(Over L)
Vliadimir
Three black marks.
(C)
Posta

For the three gentlemen of leisure,
(Posta L. Gregory L.C. Vladimir C. Andrey R)

Vliadimir
I set the alarm for eleven, did you hear it?

_ Gregory
Did we hear it? Why it spoiled a beautiful dream of mine,

Posta
And mine also, I dreamt I was a trapeze performer, I made a
startling leap through the air, andi as I reached to grasp the
bars at the other side of the ring, I felt a shock and awoke
to find myself tumbling head over heels out of bed.
(Laughs)

Vliedimir
Ah! That's too bad. Have you had any breakfast?
(Xing over L. back of table)

Posta
Breakfast! We don't know what it means.
(Xing to C. and sits on hassock)

* Gregory
Not even a bite,
(Up C, at door)

Vliadinir
Ah, that's too bad.
(Over L)
You mustn't starve in my quarters.
(Takes bag of eggs from mantel-piece)
Well, boys, what will you have? Eggs or-——eggs?
(Holding up bag with 3 eggs in it)

Posta
(Sitting on hassock C. Swinging empty bottle)
Oh! We've had nothing but eggs for the last two weeks, it's
enough to turn a fellow into a chicken,

i (Throws an old cigar box up back

,*t nearly etrikes
Gregory, who makes a start for nim
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Vliadimir
Come, come, boys, eggs or nothing,
(Over L, of table, Posta hassock C. Gregory up C.
Andrey over R. still arranging toilet)

Posta
All right,

Gregory
Eggs!

Andrey
Oh! Anything!

Vliadimir
How would you like to have your egg, Count?

Andrey
Fried,

_ ® Vliadimir

All right,

(Breaks egg in pan)
Fried you are. And you Gregory?

Gregory
Bﬂiledc
(Up C. on chair disgusted)
Hard!
: " Viadimir

All right! But -~
(In douht--sees pail of water, takes it is about to
put it on stove--reconsiders--puts it down)

All right.,. we'll accommodate yow.
(Breaks egg in same pan)

Boiled hard, And you Posta?

| Posta
Oh! I'll have mine hatched,
(Sitting on hassock, ewinging empty bottle)

Viadimir

Hatched! I don't know about that. However I'll try to oblige
even you,

Same business with egg, which is bad)
Your wish is gratified, there's the chicken,

{A11 laugh)
By the way, boys, I am expecting shortly the Duke and Duchess
Alexie from France, |

(Wiping his h%nds on towel, back of stove L.)
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Andrey
Isn't there some one else you're expecting?
(Over R)
. Vladimir

Oh, yes indeed, an important personage tc my mind.

Posta
(With bottle in hand)
Yee, and if this bottle were only full, I would drink to
the health of thie igportant personage for she is worthy
it, and I don't blame you for loving Marie.

Vliadimir
I acknowledge it boys, I love Marie and what's more I'm
proud of it,
(Striking heroic attitude with an old tin dipper)

Gregbry \
That's the way to talk, A frank confession is good for the
soul,
(Up C)
Posta
If I had a girl like Marie, I would marry her right away.
(Rising) |
: Vladimir
ou? -

Sitting at stove watching eggs)

Posta '
Why not? I'll be a papa one of these days.
(Fondles wine bottle in arme like a baby)

Vliadimir
You're quite an expert. :

Posta

Expert! Why, I'm an authority. I'm writing a mew book now
on the proper care of babies,

(Stroking bottle-- all laugh-Up to this time the
.Io k'three studente can take plenty of time dressing)

0K,

(Very dramatically)
Did you ever see such carelessness,

(Pointing to bottle at leg of table)

What's the matter?
1 (Others excited also)
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2 Andrey
What's up?

Posta
A full bottle of wine.
(Vladimir thinking ite 'a bottle on table grabs it,
Posta makes a dive for bottle on floor, gets it be-
fore Gregory who also makes a rush for it, they
both struggle for bottle, Posta retains it, breaks
away from Gregory strikes a picture in C., with bot-

tle in hand)
Saved!. From the wreck,
(A1l laugh)
Vladimir will you join us?
Vliadimir
Yes I'll take a cup.
Posta

Cup! Well that's all you'll get.
| (He X's over to table at L. also Gregory and Andrey
and they all take cups that are on table and Posta
fills them--all the cups are used--after filling them)
Hold on there, where is my cup?
(Vladimir offers him large tin dipper)

Gregory
Oh! You drink out of the bottle.

Andrey
Here's to wine, women and song.
(Posta drinks out of bottle; Gregory strikes him
on back and Posta chokes)

Gregory
- Come, Posta, give us a song.

Andrey
Yes, by all means give us a song.

Vladimir
Yes, a good idea, a song.

Posta

Hold on now, and don't get excited, business first and then
pleasure., Vladimir, fry those eggs, and Gregory- whose turn
is it(tg make the bed?

C

Gregory

i L L..C.
It's éine.)
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! ‘(R 5. ) Andrey
No, it's ﬁot, it's mine,
J Gregory
I tell you I am going to make thatbed,
Andrey
No you won't, I am going to do it.
r/u (Ad 1ib quarrel kept up)
T Posta

Hold on, BStop: ©Stop! I say. 8See here, if you fellows
don't stop your quarelling, I will make the bed myself,

Gregory
It's my turn and I am going to do it.
i (i.c.)
./\ Posta

shut up, will you, I will settle that dispute. Both of
you can make it,

(They both start for bed, as they get over to

_ bed, Posta with empty wine bottle in hand gets C,
. on top of hassock, as if striking cord)

d fT& tﬂ..

(A1l join in singing)

"The festive day has come
And brightly beams the morning,
The sun peeps o'er the hills,
The festal day adorning." ete.

§0r any lively college song)

Posta bea ting time with empty bottle. Vladimir
putiing wepper and salt on eggs and beating time
on stove with tin dipper. Angrey and Gregory mak-
ing bed, keeping time to the music) -
(Minister of Police enters near the end of verse,
takes in the situation)

Minister
_Gentlemen! Gentlemen! Stop! Stop! I sayl!. Stop!
‘ (The¥ stop einging, and the Mihister comes down
R.C. L
Posta

By whose authority?
(Rq0.)

s — i m———
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= Minister

- The Minister of Police,

(Pause - all astonished)

~ Who answers to the name of Vliadiwir Tolstol?
- (Posta retires up stage. Andrey over R,

ajeo Gregory)

_ Vladimir

That's my name,

T . (Riaing from chair, at stove and going c)

Minister
We were annonymously informed that you have a dynamite
bomb concealed in your rooms,

Vladimir
A dynamite bonb,
(Laughing)
-1&33 the ancuaation is absurd, false.
- (Posta L. C. - Vladimir O.-Minister R. C. =
Gregory up R, C. - Andrey extreme R.)

Minister
~ That remains to be proven.
~ (Pointe to room L)

What's in there?

Vladimir
Empty bottles and cigar boxes and an old trunk.

Ak " Posta
Perfectly harmless, I assure you, and will bear the minutest
inepection. This way.

(Leads the Minister to the door L. opens it, and
n the Minister goes in ahead, as he exits, Posta

, gives signs to the others, as if to take the bomb

A away, and then exits, ?1adimir notices actions of

; Posta) | \
Viadimir
What does he mean?
(At ©)
Andrey
There 18 a bowb here!
(Over R)
Viadiwir

fﬁhar-?
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S

Andrev
The dark red book.

A Gregory
~ 1 told you not to bring it here.
(Going down R)

Vliadimir
Quiet)
} (Re-enter Minister and Posta)
Vell,

; Minister

Everything is all right in there.
: (He X's down near stove- knocks on the table--locks

for drawers in %)

Vliadimir

Permit me to aseist you.
(Xing to table)

' Minister
- No, thank you.
(X's over to C. STOPS, looks in direction of
] cloeet up R, at 3rd E.)

Is that another room?

Vladimir
Merely a closet, that is all,

? Minister
An excellent place to hide a bomb.
(Opens closet door as he gete out of sight.
+ Gregory etarte for bomb to take it- Vladimir
strikes table with dipper, Gregory retreats
b up etage R, and Minister comes ocut of clcset
' looks at bed, shakes it up and down- Vladimir
occasionally strikes dipper on table, sc as
tc make first sound unimportant, as tho' done
carelessly)

" | Vladimir
~ Merely a folding bed, that's all.
Minister examining it)

Gregory
(He shakee bed up and down)
Yee, that's all,merely a folding bed. No dynamite bombe
here,

Minister
Umph! FEvidently not.
(Walks over to the books, caréfully looks them
over, then takes up the top one, glances through

¥
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the pages)
Latin!}

(Throws bock on the floor R. in disgust, then

after hesitation, takes top book off L. side of
. pile, looks at 1t)

Greek!

' (Throws that down, then takes up the dark red book,
which is the bomb- lbcks at it-reads on back- "Life
of Alexander the Great"., The laet I shall ever pay
attention tc an annonymous letter, Damn it!l)

(Raises book in right hand is about to throw it
on floor, Andrey, Gregory and Posta, start away,
ag if toward door -)

Vliadimir
(Miniater with bock in hand, instantly lowers his
hand without throwing book) -
1 beg your pardon but that book I prize, it was a birthday
present from the Duchess Alexis,

Minister
Ok! I beg your pardon.
' (X's over to C. to Vladimir returns him the book)
Gentlemen, I am delighted to say that the report was untrue.
(x's’ up to door C. turns)
I will not trouble you again, good morning.
(Exit R. C.D. Ae Minister exits Posta starts same
cld song, and they all join in the singing, so as to
throw Minister completely off guard ~gbout the time
that the Miniete2 would be down the stairs- Vladimir
interrupts song-Posta goee up to C.D, and exits, giving
' impression that he has gone to,watch the Minister

B . Vladimir
Count Modjeskil--
(Song stops)
Wiy did you abuse my confidence by bringinga dynamite bomb into
my room?
(Bomb in Vledimir's hand.)

_ Andrey
I intended to take it away this morning, I apologize.
Viadimir
8o, f?zncm three companions are Nihilists?
| Gregory
(UB R.C.)

Yes, we are, We are determinted to rid the world of this
‘hateful Czar., ,
(Viadimir down L.)
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Vliadimir
(Turne)

Leave that to a higher power. For the present I'll take
care of this bomb.,
" (Going to door L.)

Andrey
(Over extreme R)

- I will want that bomb when I go.
) | Viadimir
(Up L. in direction of door L. 3E)

- Not this one, no damage will ever come from this bomb,
(He exits door L. 3E)

Andrey
(Crosses over C. talking off to Vladimir)
| I lhall.inaist on taking that with me.
‘ L Gregory
(At his R)
You were a fool to have brought it here,

Andrey
~ (Turns on him)

1 t‘n my business. I will be answerable to the Brotherhood
N tl you., The up-start,

(Andrey X's down extreme R, Gregory up R, C. -re-enter
Posta C)

Posta
till'you, boys, that was a lucky escape. Where is Vledimir?

Gregory
- (With nod of head) .
Aineic 2 there., e
Posta
ir, here is a letter for you.
(At c)
Vladimir
f Re-enters)
0. _nm
(Takea it).

1#'5 from the Duchess.
X's doun L. site on chair R. of table and opens

e }gapa
Posta

ttinly, that's an answer tc my invitation to come
mﬂnﬂplnd a few days.

g - -:II
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Vliadimir
(Reads)
My dear Vladimir, we will arrive in 8t. Petersburgh Thursday
 at noon.
Gregory
| (Up R.C.)
It's near that time now.
L6 Posta

’

(C)
- Yes, why, to-day is Thursday.

Vladimir
(Looking at envelope)
This letter must have been delayed.
(Reads)

Before going to our Palace, we will call on you and inspect
i ﬂi new apartments, which as you wrote, must be very ele-
o (A1l laugh but Vliadimir)

Here's a nice fix, what'e to be done.
(Rieing and going L)

14 Gregory
Keep Ehem t)iown stairs in the reception room.
R.C

Posta
¢ in the hands of the painters and decoratora, you.

bth.c.)

The
'.,"'J'-#I 2
1d1

o

Vladimir

*, if we could borrow some furniture,

'x (Back of s®ove)

)

: Posta

Let's fake some. I have seen it done in dozens of French
farces, |

Vladimir |

This ie not a farce, it'=s a stern reality. .
(Empty vottle in hand)

Look at the eggs.

d'

3 Posta ‘
very well then, invite the Duchess in and let her fry the

ore
(-

e
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Vladimir

! We must do something. Let's clear the room.
(Vladimir cleans everything off table L, The

rest snatch up bottles and cigar boxes and throw
them into room L, Gregory and Andrey fix the bed
and fold it up, great confusion--in the midst of ,
this, Werra enters door in flat with a large bask-
et of laundry on each arm--she remains at C., a
moment in amazement and then burts out laughing)

L )

: Werra
What's thie! A lunatic Asylum? Well, I swear, that's the
first time I ever saw you fellows work.
(They pay no attention to her, but continue to fix
up the room--Posta immediately after Werra enters exits
~ into room L)
What's the matter?
- (They keep right on working)
S8ay if you fellows can't answer, you can't get your laundry,
you understand?
(Posta comes out from the room with a large box or
trunk, with the ends out)

- Posta
ghi (As he enters)
18 will do for a table,
(He bumpe into Werra and the basket which contains the
ladies' laundry falls on the floor at C)

. ‘ Werra
Oh, you have ruined wmy washing.
- (Backing C)

Vladimir
i (Bees curtains, which are on top of the washing)
%5§ginnt Werre, the angels from Heaven couldn't be more:
:‘,__.'-.' OHO. . .
(He snatches up the 2 curtains, jumps on chair and
fixes onecurtain over door L. 3rd E. which has a -
pole already on it)
:* . Werra
Here, hold on there, That's Madame Wassilies washing.

Vliadimir
~ (On chair)
She'll have to wait. 3
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i A\ Werra

~ But ehe'll kill ume,

(Posta, who had placed the trunk over R, C, goes
back to the laundry basket, which is on the floor,
lookes into it, takes out a white petticoat, with

. - white frills on it, holds it up in front of him-
N (a1t and makes a few ballet kicks)

Posta
I say, boys, look at this,

ﬁf Ballet business here)

! f
' Werra

| (Turns to Posta)

Here! Here! That's Madame Wassilies' favorite petticoat.

Posta
- Is it? Well, she's fond of frills.

‘th (Holding it up)

Gregory
. (Who has gone up back of Posta, looks into basket,
takes another petticoat out and holds it up)

ij}a frille!
h ﬂ Werra

I'll not stand this any longer. 1I'll call the police.
» (Goes up to window)
Police! Policel

ikl Vliadimir

Don't be silly! We'll pay you for everything.

(Jumps from chair, makes curtain do for a table cloth
for table L,)

45 » Andrey
0f course we will.,
' (He goes up to basket)

ke Gregory
You needn't worry.

B Posta
No, we've plenty of time.,
Vladimir ggaa over to basket takes out a ladies!

‘.:n". C?}Eht robe.
'i!. ‘' Vliadimir
dere are a few more frills,

B Werra |
, if Madame Wassilie was here she would poision me.

-fﬁua ey also takes petticoat out)



3 Andrey
= Ien't this a beauty?
(X'e down R, Posta up at basket pulls out a red
stocking)

'ﬂ ) Posta
00k boys, look, what do you think of this?

mantel)

Here decorate the mantel with this,

"~ (Throws etockinge %o Vladimir, which he places on
2 mantel nearest audience)

Gregory
This 0ld trunk must serve as a table.

Andrey
It has no top.
I
I Posta
(Takes artists board from the easel)
Here, this will do.
(Places it on top of trunk- Gregory places his
. laundry to decorate top of trunk- Andrey places
hﬂ his, on pile of books, and fixes small table over
R.- Vladimir arranges table and mantel over L.-
1 Werra up back, defiant, with basket on arm)
' Is that our laundry? .
'\, (Pointe to other basket which she has on her arm)
' Werra

1e8, but you'll not get a stitch, until you pay me all
you owe me,
- (Noise of carriage wheels outside off R. 3E)
o “Andrey
It's the Duke's carriage,
(Over R) '

-,
T Vladimir
fere, Werra, you get out of here.
| (Posta throws the basket which ies on the floor into
room L, lockes the door and puts key into pocket)

Andrey, you go down stairs and detain them as long as

~ table)

)

(Holds it up, Vladimir takes night robe and decorates

f%’??iﬁdrey exite C. Vladimir places mother's picture on
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Posta
(C)
You had better go yourself, perhape you can persuade them
not to come up at all.

- Vladimir
Good idea,

(Werra sitting on steps at window- Vladimir rushes up

to exit C. sees pictures of ballet girks)

- For Heaven's sake change those pictures.

| (Exits C. Gregory and Posta rush up stage and pull

strings on pictures, showing two large maps., Werra

rises as they do this and goes down L.)

Verra
Oh, that's down right wicked.

Gregory
(Over R)
Now you get out of here,
(Posta looks off door C)

Werra
Not an inch until I get my money and Madame Wassillie's petti-

Posta
You c?n)come back after the Duchess is gone,
C

Werra
(Dowvn L. in front of table)
I won't stir one inch.

- Gregory
(Over R)
If you don't, we'll throw you out.

Werra
You will? Try it! Try it if you dare!
| (Holding up her armto show her muscle)
I haven't worked at the wash tub for nothing.

Posta
(At Q)
- They are coming, Werra, get in or you will ruin us all. Get
in there.

(Xing over L. to door)

N Gregory
No --no* there, in here. The trunk!
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DO
& (over )
What in that thing? No sirree!

Werra

i o " PQ 8 ta

_(Comes to C) -

Do, Werra, do, please, if you do, you needn't work in the
daundry any more, We will get you a position here in the
‘University taking care of rooms.

i &=

-

AL Werra

e?hdh£¥ scrub, nor take any more turns at the tub?

. Posta
You'll lead a life of perfect ease if you'll only get in,

Verra
X's over to R. C, Posta and Gregory hold up
. @ trunks--she gets under, they place it over her-

thy
~ her head sticks out through the top)
Well, boys, I'm in it!

- (Posta at her L. Gregory at her R)

e ¥ ..- )g- - Posta

Don't let Vladimir or any one else know you're in there,

you understand, Stay there till Gregory or I take you out,
zii . Werra

411 Tight, but I'll keep my eye on you fellows, I'm not going
%0 lose my money nor Madame Wassilie's nighties.

' , Posta
(At ¢ D)
| 1'}@}33pmming, get down, quick.
~ (Gregory putscover on and he and Posta drape it)
Now, Werra don't make a sound.

. Werra
Say, what did you do with her stocking?
- (Lifts cover showing head)

. - Posta

§ egar'i' §nd Posta push her down andplace cover over
- her again . |

-aliikﬁh- , We will let you know when they have gone,

~ (Voices heard outside laughing, Gregory X's over L.
- and then enter the Duchess, Marie, Madam, Duke, Andrey

;E;IIH‘I{;' |



'7 ﬁ;f?f§
"firu up back laughing--Posta expostulating with
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Posta
Wﬂr L)
t, permit me to welcome you to Vliadimir'e sanctum.

é;) Duchess

; ﬁy om is very odd.

o0oking around-comes down L, of trunk)

Marie

f?’clean this drapery.

of trunk 1ookin at petticoat on trunk- Madam
R. talking with Andrey- the Duke X's over L.
akes hands with Gregory and slowly works down

" itrdbmantel taking in everything, as he slowly

es down, he discovers the red stocking on mantel,
8 then off, hiding them by his left side-VIadimir
ﬂ- with Posta-Madam talking with Gregory)

: }'quﬂ'- Duchess

ings are very unique.
dinz drapery on top of trunk)

Marie

[ o

f};*”-’lﬂh are a decided novelty.

Duchess
;* Yladimir)
4 !ﬂu,purchaae these frills?

als Vliadimir

,555  dbwn C. confused)

ed them from -- from --
B R Posta
.f.?ﬂﬁﬁgﬂfm imported from - China.
Duchess

"-'::,T" -
uﬂ_gta:goea ¢ver L- Vladimir talks with Duchess,

ing to explain matters)

Duke
at mantel L, as Posta goes down L)

4."

- mr. hare.

oes to him)
hese came from China,
aghs, and pute red stocking into his pocket

»

Y ESINCiar
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on. - Duchess
jadimir, I am sorry to say this room is a disappointment

gL ¥
© me,

_ l?: il Marie

ippointment? I should say it was, & great disappointment
?9 ver R. with Andrey)

Duchess
picture on table L)
pt namir whose picture is that?
Xing over to it, and taking it up)

Vladinmir
ﬁ
that is the picture of my mother.

- Duchess

(Surprised)

IS %_r' Why, my boy, you have never seen her,
Madame drops down L

. Vladimir
s But that is the idealized face of the woman your
ce has 80 often pictured to me.

Duchess

rination has painted a wonderful likeness, Do
think 80, Madam?

nowing it to Madam, who by this time is down L,
J’if*aleh Andrey the moment picture is mentioned
('s over L. quietly)

Madam

ﬁrgfkn at it, and starts- Andrey observes movement)
§ r.—_' r‘. I:{ .
' Duchess

it was the Voice of Nature that guided your hand.
ives him back the picture)

_I

-1 Andrey

een Duchess and Viadimir)

nk it resembles your Grace a little.

| | Duchess
g:4§ﬁ~1. 807
s Al |
1At Vladimir

_ ﬂld it not, but for the Duchess, I would have been

ik {ﬁuﬁheaa)
';ﬁ,_;: Hux Grace approves of the picture, I shall value
o T Iﬁ’ = Wr’w nﬁﬂﬁr'ﬁ menory.
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Duchess

(With surprised emotion)

Do 80, and she will always guard you,

: tﬂndrey retreats a trifle back, but observes closely
., everything relating to this picture incident--Duchess
retires up C. Talks with Duke)

Marie

’t they key board of this piano unusually high?

£Ov§r R. looking at imitation board of piano on folding
ed

Duchess
(Turning, coming down C.)
Ig it the one I bought you?

= Vliadimir
fes, yes, it's the same one--it's quite new,
==~ (Xing over L, Posta L. of table)

(<) Duchess
| C
‘_’s_'a the wmatter Vliadiwir, vou seew nervous? Are you ill?
II
Vladimir

ﬁ no, I am quite well, quite well.
- (Aaide to Posta)
¥or Heaven's sake get rid of them.
. (Duke in the meantime has -retired up back he is
' quite sure that something is wrong, and watches the
boys closely-Vladimir unobserved, puta frying pan
i under table

Posta
Xing over to Duchess) :
;gif, I propose that you inspect the University Conser-
vatory, They are very interesting.

Vliadimir
- (Over L)
D excellent idea, excellent!

Posta
3@#& the finest collection of grass there in all the
T. ﬂ..
Duke

’ (ﬂhmea down L, of Poata)

iGivea him a nudge, gives him quiet laugh and retires
‘up stage)

218
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' t

Andrey

(Comes down R. of Duchess extends his arm)

I have the honor, Duchess?

(She takes his arm and exits C. chatting - Duke up L.
watching the whole proceeding)

May

Gregory
(Up stage)
Madame Kramolin, will yvou permit me?
(She a.ccepta his arm)

™ Madam

‘With pleasure.

They exit, Vladimir who is over L. starts for C.
same time that Marie starts. Vladimir is about to
offer his arm to Marie, when Posta steps in between)

Posta
(Laughing)
- You're not half smart enough.
" |

Marie
You forget, I have more than one arm.

(Takea Pesta's arm, swings ardund, and takes Vladimir's.
Marie has Vladimir on her R, and Poata on her L. as

' they go up C., the Duke steps down, taps Vladimir on the
- shoulder)

Duke
Vladimir, I wish to speak toyou.

a (Vladimir bows to excuse himself tc Marie. Marie turns)
s Marie
Be brief, papa, don't keep him long.

(Exits with Posta. Bladimir goes down R.C. Duke L.C.)

Duke

My boy. I have received letters from your Professors full of
'‘alse, Now, then, after you leave the University, I want you
to enter the Army a.nd make a name foryourself.

- Vladimir
I can never repay the Duchess and you for all your kindness.

Duke
Tut, tut, don't mentien. You are the son of my wife's dearest
friend who died under fortunate circumstances, and it was our
pleasure, yes and our duty, to care for you aa if you were
our own, Now, if there is anything that you may wish to ask

from me, mame it, and if it stands im my power, it will be
yours,



Vladimir
1 I - I have one favor to ask, but really it is so great,
. d.l'y dare to ask it.

e Duke

Mﬁ} I understand, an increase in your allowance, eh?
iy

. : Vladimir
o, no it'e not that,

Pria"

: Duke
Fﬁj-that! Oh! Then it must be Marie! 1Is it? Come come,
,,“% e OUt L)

By Vladimir
‘Well, yes, it is MNarie.

-- r_;g - Duke

' thought so. I have had my eye on you both, you love her,
a 7bu.wish my consent tc pay your addreseess. Well, if
peen't object it's all right.
(Gives hie hand)
ng'boy, no thought of marriage for at least--well, say

?gara.

Vladimir
ears, Well, of course vwe can wait.
(Xing R. leaning on back of trunk)

.8 Duke
EE; time flies, and in the meantime you can sow your
?ata, eh?
ghing)

*-: Vladinir

K n.ﬁrstand your meaning,

irprieed)

O Duke

'_ l’ell I am a man of the world, you know, but you
n't ca ry too far these---

AP ing from pocket red stocking that he had taken

_ the mantel

‘L.aiﬁies. Come now, tell me, is the wearer pretty?
'_' ' Vliadimir

r? Vs gE can easily explain that,

_ Duke
1, I never thought that of you,

ﬁar Marie Door R, C. Duke pute stocking in his

cke ;qf goes to L.)




- Marie
May I come in?

Duke
Certainly. I leave thie rogue in your charge.
(Xing to C.)
Read him a lecture, He deserves it, Marie,
(Up &t C, whispers in Marie's ear, she X's down L, with
her back turned to Duke-Vladimir afraid Duke has told
i Marie-snaps his fingers at Duke)
* It's all right, Vladimir.
(Goes to door, shows stocking and exits laughing)

r‘l

Marie
(Turns)

¥hy, he seems exceedingly good natured, what has happened?

Vladimir
) (After Duke exits; runs up to door closes it)
- Nothing, that is~ Marie, I have good news for you.
(Dowh C)

Your father has given his consent to our marriace.

Marie
' He hag? Oh, I am so glad!
- (Embracees Vladimir, who swings her around to the R)

Vladimir
Yee, I never expected it. But he makes one condition
. however, that we must wait three years.

_ Marie
Good Gracious? Three years!)

Vladimir
gg?,_that's all, oh! 1It's all right, Your father saye, time
ilies
zHe goes L, of table Marie over at chair R. of table)

e Marie
Three years: I'm awfully dieappointed!
¢ S8ite in chair R. of table in disgust)

b Vladimir
Marie, are you sure that you really love me?
(L. of table)

X
-
-

L Marie
By, the idea, you know I do..

11



Vliadimir

Marie, thie is the happiest moment--
tTakes her hand; is about tc kise, her? Werra's
raises 1lid of trunk and she stands in view; head
out of trunk, lid raises with both hands, then
with shake oI the head to Vladimir as if to get '’
her out of there. Viadimir surprised, unaware of
Ferra's being there, makes gestures to Werra, as if to
get down out of sighs$-Marie's back is turned to Werra
and she is completely mystified by the actions of
Viediwir, VWerra makes angry signs in the negatitfe)

Marie
Why, Vledimir, what's the matter?

Vladimir

Nothing!

(Making gestures to Werra to get down- she shakes
her head- Vladimir in deapair?

I - 1 Look! Marie: Look at that beautiful painting.
(Pointing to an old chromof framed over fireplace-
this down to attract larie's attention from Werra-
Werra will not disappear. Vladimir goes down L,
hand on heart, other one gesticulating for Werra-
to get down)

Oh! ¥ Oht
Marie
(Frightened)
Viadimir!
Vliadimir

(Stretches out both arme to her,she goes into his arms.
Vladimir makes signs back of her, to Werra, at last
Verra reluctantly disappears. Vladimir swings Marie
around to L, starts for trunk, pushes cover down and strikes
picture of perfect ease )

There, I'm better now.

Marie
I'm glad of that,

Vliadimir
Ien't that picture a beauty?
(Marie looks at . picture- Vliadimir kicks trunk-
" Marie looks around quickly) -
Don't ydu think we'd better go tc the conservatory?
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Marie
ves, I think we had.
(Viadimir takes her up C) he looks around
and discovere Werra lifting up cover again, with
a dart, down he goees, jams the cover over trunk

again)

Vladimir
Keep still.

Marie
why I didn't say anything.

Vladimir
No, no, 1 beg your pardon, Marie.,
(He startes to exit with her but the Duchess enters
C. D. followed by Madam Kremoline- Marie backs a
little to L., and Vladimir over L, down stage confused,
with hie eyes on the trunk)

Marie
Mother, we are going to the conservatory, will you come
with us?

Duchees |
No,my dear, we Juet came from there, We will wait here till
your return, '

Vliadimir
{Over L. aside)
If they discover Werra, I am lost,
(He backs on stove, burns himself, and in a confused
manner)
Yes, we were going to the conservator. I'm sure you will
excuse me,
(Takes Marie's hand, leads her to door. Marie exite
firet, then Vladmir, who givee last look at trunk)

Duchess
(Down L)
Madam, Something must be done, It's dreadfiul.
(Sinke in chair R, of table porirait near her)

Madam
(Going to her)

WVhat is the matter, Duchess? Why did your Grace ask me to
come ?ere?

Duchess takes picture in hand)
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Duchees

I need your advice.
(Gount Andrey appears in door C)

Madam

You do indeed. You must be more careful Duchess, a little
while ago when speaking about that picture, you nearly betrayed
urcelf.
" (Andrey listening, begine to comprehend the conversation
and gradually slips behind curtains at window to listen)

Duchess
I know I did. I felt like clasping Vladimir tc my heart and
telling him that I am hie mother--his mother,
(Looks at picture)

Madam

Not so lcud Duchess.
(Going R. and looking around)

Duchess
Oh! This is heart-rending,
(Rieing)
My husband has just now informed me that Vladimir and Marie
love each other., Ve must avert the posgsibility of a marriage.

Madam
If you part them, the Duke will demand a reason. You cannot
tell him that you are Vliadimir's mother. Take my adviCe and
not oppose 1it.

Duchess

Madam Kremolin, you are mad! Do you fully realize what you
are saying? Do you forget that Marie, is Vladimir's half sis-
ter?

(Madam sees the curtaine move, and starts back-- Duchess

observes Madam)
Why , what ie the matter?

(Madam over R)

Madam
There is some one behind that curtain. I saw it move.

.. Duchess
Oh, you have lost your wits. The wind caused the curtain to
move, you are over excited--you are mistaken.

Madam
There'e some one there,
(Duchess goes up L. of curtain and Madame up over R)

(Duchess takes bottom of left drapery and the Madame,



the bottom of right, and quietly lift it away from
centre, disclosing Andrey eitting in chair, book in
hand as though fast adleep.)

Duchess

(Aside)

Count Modjeska, _
(Lets fall the curtain and goes down L.-Madame does

the same and goes down R)

Madame
You are 108tT.
(Very low)
Duchess
No! He's fast asleep.
Madame

Impossiblel | Not five-minutes ago, I sopke to him in the
congervatory. He is trying to deceive us.

Duchess
Is it possiblel
(Angrily, but intense)
I1'11 soond find that out,
(Goes up stage and with two swings pushes curtains way
back--The Count still in same position)
Count! Count Mod jeska!
(Count wakes, looks around with evident signs of
amazement, the Duchess, meantime going down L., and
the Madame right)

Andrey

Why! Ladies! I beg your pardon, I accidentally fell asleep.

(Down C)
| Duchess .

It is not so, you have played the eaves-dropper.
Andrey

Duchess!
Duchess

It is useless to feign surprise. You listened, did you not?
Answer me? .

: Andrey
I'1ll not deceive you Duchess, I did listen, but not willingly.
I followed you and Madame into this room, and thinking you
were aware of my presence, I sat in the window to read, when
Lo my great surprise I heard your startling confession that
Vliadimir was your son,
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Duchess
why did you not speak then?
y (Madame going up to door C)

Andrey
Because I feared that the knowledge of my having heard 'the
secret would disturb your Grace, and I decided to remain
silent, but rest assured Duchess I shall never betray you.

Duchess
(Pause)
" Thank you, you are.a wman of honor. ' I hope Count that you
will forgive me for my hasty words, and since you have heard
gso much, it is only Jjust to myself that you should know all.

Andrey
Really, Duchess that is unnecessary.

: Duchess

" It must be done. Vladimir's father was a man without title,
but I loved him and secretly became his wife, The o0ld priest
who joined our hands, was the only witness; that night he was
murdered in his bed, hie house set on fire and the only record
of onrmarriage was destroyed., My father hearing of my affec-

| tion for a comuoner, as he called Vliadimir's father, -had him

“wrongfully accused of Nihilism, and without a trial, he wase
sent toc Siberia where he died; fe ring my father's wrath, I
fled to France and there became Vladimir's mother.

i Andrey
. And your husband, the Duke?

Duchese
Knows nothing, When I returned to Russia with Vladimir, I led
the world to believe, that he was the son of an unfortunate
~schoolmate of mine, whose name was the one I used in France,
'Olga.Tolstei, I had no document to prove my marriage, and

when 1 became the Duke's wife, I had not the courage to tell
him,

. Andrey
"‘And Vladimir does not suspect?

: . Duchess

Noi Although thousands of times, when I watched him and Marie
play together as children, I called her daughter and had to
deny him his rightful name of son, the fatal confession would

.come to my lipe but never pass them. God! What I have suffer-

ed, tO feel that the world might jeer and scoff at him, and
Perhape call him--nameless.,

(S8inks in chair)
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Andrey
" Why not tell Vliadimir?

Duchess
No, no, I have not the courage, I dare not.

(Madame who has gone up stage at C. door at beginning
( of scene between Duchess and Andrey)

Madame
Hush! Vladimir.
(X's over L. up stage)

Duchess
(Rising)
Not a word tc him; I will expectyou to-morrow.
(Enter Vliadimir)

Where is Marie?

Vladimir,
In the conservatory.

- Duchess
X (BOWB)

I shall join her.

(She existse. Meantime the Madame is up stage L. has

watched Andrey closely - Vladimir starts in directicn
of trunk, seces Madame):

Vliadimir
Oh! Madame, I believe that you are interested in trees, -
(Madame bows)

If sc, ycu will find one beneath the window, a fine specimen,
- I assureyou it's worth examining.

Madame
Thank you, I will inspect 1it.

(Madame goes to window, behind curtains)

_ Vladimir
( (Pulls curtain, turns)

:Did vou get Werra out?

Andrey
Werra! What do vou mean?

(Over up to doocr C)

Vliadimir

Why she was here!
(Boing down C.)
- Andrey
“Here! Where?
Vladimir

In that trunk.
“ (Looks in direction of Madame)
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Andrey

My God! She's heard all.

) Viedimir

(Going down to him

Telk t; Maodame, while I get her out.
(Count goes to kadame, back of curtains- Vliadimir
1ifts trunk, so that Werra can get out, she crawls
out )

Come, get out you little monkey.

Werra
(stretching herself)
oh! I feel 2s if I were tied up in a knot.

" (Xing L)

Madam

(Comes out from window observes Werra in amazement )
Where did that creature come from?

(Look of indignation from Werra)

Vliadimir
Professor Ipenoff sent her to me, he wishes to spesk to me,
immediatelye.

Madame
Oh.
(Coming down)
You said there was & peculiar tree under that window and
there is nothing there but an empty street.

Vliadimir
Oh! I beg your pardon, I meant the tree under the lecture
hall window, the Count will show you. Copme, little one.
(Viadimir exits, Werra starts up €. Madem looks at
her elosely through her lorngnette, and og Werra
is about to exit)

werre
Oh: G’Gt 3! KOdﬂkt
(She exits)

Madam |
Impudent little creature. Count, I'm glad Viadimir has gone
I wish to express my gratitude, I am sure that in you, the
Duchess has a true friend. |

Andrey

Thank you. I shall do all in my power do assist her.
(Enter Posta)

Posta

- I beg your pardon, Madem, but the Duchess desires your presence.
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——

Andrey
(0Offers his arm to Madam)

Permit me. _ |
(He escorts her to door and exits- Posta watches intently)

Posta

I1'11 weger that he's been mazing love to her.

(Laughs, goes oOver B)
Oh! I'm tired, 1 haven't had enough of sleep.

(pulls down folding bed and sits on edge nearest audience)
I'm glad they're all gone, but Werra,

(Briter Werra quickly)
That Werrs makes-makes an impression on me, the little ape.

Werra
(Coming down)
Did you speak?
| Posta
What! ' You here &gain?
(R)
Werra
Yes, I1'm here,
n (L)
Posta

Werra I'm convinced that you are a little darling.

0 Werra
Darling? It was ape a little while ago.

| (Posta approaches her)

Stay where you are, I'll have none of your monkey shines around
me.

1' Postu
Who in the wide world teught you all th.t foreign slang?

Werra
(Over L.C.)
Modame Wassilie's maid 48 an American girl, I =m her chum and
she has coached me in many things, you bet.

+ Poste
(over C.C)

Then you'd better get right out of.here.
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Werrs
Not until I get my basizets and lisdam Wassilie's frivolities.

Posta
litiess
Frﬂ?o(OutsidB lzughter of all the cheracters)

he aevils »
- (Going to door, Werra X's R)
They are coming up agallle

(Down to frunk)
Here, quick,get into this trunk.

Werra
No sir, once Wwas enough for me.

Posta
Werra, 1 implore.

Werra

No, no, no, 1'll-not do ite.
(Enter Vladimir)

Vladimir

Posta, I want you to go.

(Observes Werra)
You here again? Posta go and keep them below.

Whatl
(Posta exits
Now, VWerra, you get out of here.

Werra
‘No sir I'm going to stay here until I get my cush.

Vladimir

Ohe
(/Goes down L. not knowing what to do, turns)
_For the last time will you get in there?

1

Werra

For the last tiue, noe.
(Sits on bed)
Here's where I am going to stay.
Nladimir

All right: That's where you will steay.
(X's pver and 1lifts the folding bed with Werra in it, she

screams, but he shuts it up ang Werra is inside. yerrs
b gscreams inside, banging side of bed)
Shut ups Shut ups If you scream again I'1li kill you.
(Duchess enters followed by Marie and the Duke all
look anxiously at Vladimir, Posta enters at C. door)
- Be a good little girl now--that's right, that's the way tc do

Rit.
‘k (Turpgs and observes them all)



"Begone: Thou has set me on the rack--1 swear I swear"-
"o (Strike tor of bed in disgust)

Duchess

Why, what is the matter.
Vladimir

I was trying to think of that last word &nd it's escaped me.
Duchess

Why I thought you were talking to some one.

(LC)

Vliadimir

Why, no, merely reciting a piece of poetry that's all.

Posta
Yes, talking to himself, he's often taken that way.

Duchess
Indeede
Posta
Yes, will recite to himself for hours and then he'll play on
that piano.
(C)
Marie

ch! How lovely, play for us.
(X8s Over R.C.)

Vlaedimir
(O’VB.I’ JR )
No, no, 1 cannot it"'s not well'-I mean that I'm not well.

Duke
Nonsensei4 Play us anything. |
(Up.stege R. near pictures on wall)

| Marie
Yes, anything, we're not particular.

_ Vladimir
(Over at bed) |
The piano is dreadfully out of tune.
(He bows and grins)

Msrie
We won't mind that, I like a little discord now and then.
' (Ad 1ib gquarrel between Vliadimir =nd Marie)

Duke
That's right, fight it out, I love to see a little discord
before marriage as well as after. |
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Vliedimir
T tell you it's shockingly out of tune.
| Duke
¥ WD : xeep it upe
(:Keep :%L;._uzrhing nek up Re Co his hand strikes cord and the
map goes up with a bang showing ballet girl. Posta
tries to prevent Marie from seeing picture- Duchess
annoyed--Duke laughs--Goes over To the other one and
pulls cord on that, to the surprise of a2ll--the Duke
still laughin% goes down L, takes night robe from the
mantel weves it around his head)
What do you think of this?
(Laughs heartily, Duchess shocked Marie enjoys the
si tuction, Postas quietly so, Vliadimir erestfallen,
but holding on to piano, when the Duke says: "What do
you think of this?®" Werra inside of folding bed,
screams)

',J"‘h,

( | Werra

Help! Help: Let me oute: Let me out:
(She pushes bed open and Vladimir tries to hold her
in, Werra is too strong for him and the folding bed

| comes down with Werra inside. Duke lagghing, Duchess

( and Masrie =mazed, Posta turns up stage laughing, and
Vlisdimir ‘dumbfounded &t the result, all confusion,
Duke at C. Duchess over L. then Marie L. C., Posta up
C., Vledimir R. C. And Werra on the bed)

QUICK CURTAIN

( (For second ecurtain, VWerra trying to hide herself with

blinket= Vliadimir trying to apologize to Duchess and
Marie who are C)

( CURTAITN.

r: v i ana-oOg
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ACT

S CERE:

(At finish of song)

Bravo, boyse Bravo.
(Throwing kisses to those belowlu enter Posta C. who ob-

| ‘serves her)
ﬁThare - there- and there.

.thing with an air of poverty, richness

e — i — e e e —

11

Same scene as Act I.-

Four months later. Instead of every-

and elegance greets the eye. Magnifi-
cent Portiers on windows and over doors
R, 34, E. & L. 34 E. Large chandelier
with electric lights. Beautiful mantel-
piece. Mirror on top. A piano at R.
where folding bed was. A large piano
lamp near at hand. Over L. near fireplad
a table with plush covered and minature
easel with photo on. Three handisome
chairs Re., L. and back of table--A small
writing desk up C, Folls hanging on walﬂ
above desk. A small fancy lamp on tabl
overL. Two candelabras with candles on
mantelpiece. -Elegant pictures on wall
and book case over R. Key in door C.
Rugs, ete., in fact anything that will
will make scene appear rich and home-like
Large fancy sofa over R. in front of
piano. At curtein rise a'number of
voices heard outside singing the Rus-
sian Anthem or a College song. Night |
efifect through window and fire in fire-
place. ©Sleigh bells heard off stage.
Werra discovered at window, listening.
Werra is in charascter of servant in the
University. At rise, scene quite dark,

only glow from fireplace and lamp turned
down low. |

Werra
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|
| Posta

!By joves She's liberal with her kisses., I'll get a substanticl

‘Onee. :
E (Goes up softly fto curtain)

{ Werra

oh! I could hug end kiss the whole lot of them.
Posta

Fhen ?;ﬁﬁ:iﬁﬁ ﬂcltau"tnins together)
Werra |

(Inside)
Tet me gol Do you hear? Let me gos

Posta

(Inside)

Fot without & kKiss.

| (Loud bang inside, &s though Werra Slapped hig facee
curtains open, and Werra darts out from behind, and
goes down R - Posta appears C. through curtain, holding
on to his jaw)

Oh, but you're an zngels

('.‘

Werra
Yos. Did you feel the love pat from my wing!
Posta
(Down C)
Your wings qpust be cut.
Werra

| (R. C. arm upOlifted)
Would you like to try?

{ Pos ta
No, no, my dear, I wouldn't cause you the slightest pain,
because 1 love you.

_ Werrs
Then if you do, obey me.

Posta
| (Crossing over R)
At your command .
, (Kneeling)
ﬂbst'angelic Maiden.




Werra
(on piano stodl)
I didn't tell you to kneel down and ruin your breeches. Go
over and turn up that lamp.
( (Posta rises)

Posta
With pleasure. _
(X's over L. turns up lamp, while doing so)
Werra do you kxnow that I think you are rather good looking?

(
. Werra

Rather) Good looking?
(Commandingly)

Light those condles.
(Poste lights candles on mantel piece)

Posta
{011, anything to obliges

Werrs
I think I would train you to make a good husband.

Posta
( (Loughing)
You think so0?

Werrsa

I know so. But I'd have 2 hard job. Think of your present
eondition, what are you?

Posta
(Dejectedly)
Nothing.
{ Werra
Correct: How do you propose to make = living?
Posta

You forget that I'm Baron Postzs Lakanoffski.
(Over L. with dignit y)

Werra

You forget that I am Baron Poste Lakanoffski. Where on earth

did you pick up such & jawtbreaking nome?

¢ Postea
‘I inherited thaot name.

Werrs
You look it.

( v
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Posta
"on. well, if your going to be sarcastic=
"' (werra laughs, and then good-neturedly holds out her
| hand - he taxes it, looks in her eyes, is about to kiss

ﬁf her--Enter Count Andrey in full evening dress)
| Andrey
“Ah! Do I interrupt?
Posta
@bﬂ, not at alle
(Going L)
Andrey
Vhere is Vliadimir?
{Up C)
| Werra
Gbon't nowe.
(DOWH R)
Andrey
Has he gone out?
67 {Dovn C)
Posta
Don't know?
(Xing up R.C.)
GW | Andrey
ill he return shortly? |
Don't know. v
Cf (Count zoes down 'L - Poste up at Cs D. - Andrey turns)
Andrey

What's the matter with you two?

) | Posta
Gbontt know-
. (Slams door and exits- Werrs down R)

Werre
Aren't you glad you found out?

K | Andrey
. You haven't told him about the Duchess and Vladimir, have you?

'F




werra

(Polishing piano with apron)

T'm not going to blab. If it were only your interest at stake,
1'd tell in a minute.

| (Low knoecking heard 2t door- Werra locks around and then
continues her work-knock &gd&in heard- Werre continuing her

work)
[ Andrey
| (Over L)
j!here'ﬂ some one &t the door, do you hear?
Werrsa
N (Without moving)
‘Come in.

- (Door slowly opens and <arol enters, he has peculiar
looking make up, not hideous, but strikinga ne pauses
in C. ?. looks around, sece Andred, then goes down slowly
to him

: Karol
‘Count Andrey Modjesk2.
( Pakes letter from pocket, gives it to hiu)

I aweit your answer.
| (Andrey takes letter and opens it)

) Werrs

| (Over R. polishing pianod

And it came without calling.
(Werra exits R. IE)

) And rey
I cannot come té-night. Gregory will muke apologices.

Karol
5 (Aside to Andrey, so that no one could hear)
It is important that you should be thers.

]

f Andrey
( Angrily)
‘Gregory has my letter which explains all.

Karol

\Thet matters mo, We'll expect you before udjournment.
(tnter werrs) '
Good night.

(X:Lng up to C. D.~ turns)

Gﬁoa ight.
B (2xits )
z {%?drey over L. irritated’ goes to mentel and leans on

Werra
(Over R)

&y, Count, that friend of yours has o face like dynamite bomb,




werra

(Polishing piano with apron)

T'm not going to blab. If it were only your interest at stake,
1'd tell in a minute.

| (Low knoecking heard 2t door- Werra locks around and then
continues her work-knock &gd&in heard- Werre continuing her

work)
[ Andrey
| (Over L)
j!here'ﬂ some one &t the door, do you hear?
Werrsa
N (Without moving)
‘Come in.

- (Door slowly opens and <arol enters, he has peculiar
looking make up, not hideous, but strikinga ne pauses
in C. ?. looks around, sece Andred, then goes down slowly
to him

: Karol
‘Count Andrey Modjesk2.
( Pakes letter from pocket, gives it to hiu)

I aweit your answer.
| (Andrey takes letter and opens it)

) Werrs

| (Over R. polishing pianod

And it came without calling.
(Werra exits R. IE)

) And rey
I cannot come té-night. Gregory will muke apologices.

Karol
5 (Aside to Andrey, so that no one could hear)
It is important that you should be thers.

]

f Andrey
( Angrily)
‘Gregory has my letter which explains all.

Karol

\Thet matters mo, We'll expect you before udjournment.
(tnter werrs) '
Good night.

(X:Lng up to C. D.~ turns)

Gﬁoa ight.
B (2xits )
z {%?drey over L. irritated’ goes to mentel and leans on

Werra
(Over R)

&y, Count, that friend of yours has o face like dynamite bomb,




? Andrey
'Mind your own business.

; Werra

| , |

* 1-de you nervous didn't he? What did he say, Count?

gf '(%nock at=C.D.- Werra X's to R, mysterioursly)
ok out he's coming agaln.

,LO (Knock outside)

Come 1in. )

(Enter Madame Kramolin
r
& Madam

(Kot seeing Count)
on! That creature here again.

Werra

The old chromoe.

(Aside)
fﬁ Madame
> |

(Seeing Count)
|0h' COunt-

(Bows )
'V1adiair isn't here is he?
@S Andrey

'No, I heve been wziting for him. Werr=s, you may retire.
(Werra exits C. suspiciously © bangs door- Madame
eyeing her till she exits)

,E Mad ame
“She is very impertiment. If Vladimir comes shortly, tell hin
that Marie is waiting below.
(She bows, starts to retire.)

| Andrey

igne moment, and one question glease. Why did you, the last time
Syou were here, advise the Duchess to let Marie marry Vlisdimir,
when you knew that she was his half sister?

Madame
_You have no right to =sk me that question.
C (0Over R) |
~

Andrey

As a friend of the Duchess, I must know. You had some motive.
If you desire protection, I will be as faithful to you as I
~nheve been to the Duchess,

Had ame
~; mustttrust you, but it must never pass your lips without my
onsent.

y f 1"' | l - .. !.f_. _ “ |



Andrey
I promise you that.

Msadam

napx you. Viadimir, as you know, is the son of the Duchess,
ot Marie is not her daughter.

E Andrey
| (Stoggered)

L her daughter? * L
Eot (Turns end goes down L. in deep thought)

Madam

k&
L"iﬁo' (Over R. subdued)

"pwo months after lMarie's birth, the Duke and Duchess went abroad,
and left her in my care. The child took sick, and one fatal
‘night by mistaxze I gave her an overdose of 1 powerful sleeping

‘draught, and to my great sorrow, killed the resal Marie.

@ Andrey
Does anyone else mow of tThis?
{ Madem

reat/ desire to have an heir to his fortune, advised me to res
nein ‘silent. In & foundling asylum, we discovered o baby girl,
who closely resembled the real lMarie. The duke and duchess be-
Jlieve this child to be their own.
(X's k)

é confessed sll to the family Doector, and he, knowing the Duke's

“ Andrey
{ind you intend to tell the Duchess?

Madam
en I can muster up the courage- yes.
(Sitting, on sofa R)

Andrey
4re you aware that it would involve you in a cHiminal proceeding?
that if you confess, you might be charged with murder?

Wﬁ-?r-:-.

= ‘Madam
Murder! Iy (;iodl

(Rising
| Andrey

F ,
It may mean Siberia. The Duke has looked upon that ehild as his

gor years, If you confegs, you will cub his very hea £
Eherefore you must be slleﬁtf? | | y heart strings.
N

: Madame -
Tues True: You are right, I must be silent.
(Staggers over R) oy - |

I .
£
I1 Ly

wbhfem‘ ﬁafig 1ICi—D ;sw a

'
|
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|

Marie
ysiam, are you sware that you have rept me waiting?

f Madam

| otr 'pardon, (childs, ' | ' Satn=]
1 beg( a-cnter lerra

Morie
 Where.is Viedimir?

( Werras

(over L. bowing)
In the class TXooi, he will be here in a few minutes.

Marie

henk you, we vill ?ait.
3 (%'s down to piano)
L M) Werrsa
(Agide to Andrey)
that's = hink for you to evaporate.

‘ndrey ~
T shell have the plessure of meeting yom,~t the bells Good even-
ng. ' L | |
. (Exits C)
lMarie
(Over R)

| Werrsa
Yes, the air is a 1little clearer.

(Madam has gone up to window, &s if to throw off her
great agitation)

- Madam. -

‘Oh! Look Marie, what = beautiful moon, it's rising so majes-
tically. Uy dear departed husband was always fond of the moon.
‘especially, when it was full,

AVAFBTHRIA: J Werra .
es, I'k1 bet her 'dear-departed was often thet wiy.  Fulld

Marie

Hsh: Close the portiers, she'll gaze on that mcon for hours.

_ (Werra closes curteins. Marie X's over L. and sits back
. of table) AT |

nd this is his mother's picture?

f
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L entel

Werra
I hope she won't steal that man,
| (Xing down C.  Sees liarie with portrait)
*@i&: Be careful , Vliedimir f2idrly worships tht pieture. i1

Marie
But he'll surely not objct, if I decorate it with roses. Do
you KNow, Werra the more I look at this picture, the more it
(E?QBBMbleS my, mother?

Vierra
It strikes me a little, that way too.

larie .
Does it? Tell me, Werra, did you ever heasr Vladimir speaking of
me ?

= Werrsa
ifhhy: Thet's 811 ke tel ks mabont, | See that photograph of you, | )
5 (On the piano)
Well, he's kissed the enamel clean off, why, there's enough of
microbes on that picture to maoke a2 whole nest of kissing bugs)
(Both 1lzugh)
= _
& Marie |
I like your merry dispoSition, that's why I tell you my sweetest
gecret. |

Werra
?1 gecrets VWhy, do youw know I1'm stuffed with other people's
~gecrets?

Merie
There, now I'm finished.
fLooking in admiration at portrait twined with rosese
= enter Vladi.ir, sees her, then lerra - -he gives s8ign %o
= ! Werra to exit into room L, 3d E.~ Werra guleckly X's over
to L. Vladimir places his hat on rack, as he turns Werra
is over L. standing-Vladimir gives her another sign to exit
she does 80 guietly - then Vladimir comes down guietly back -
ba of Marie while she i8 admiring portroit- he kisses her-
) | /Madam open curtains at same time)

Madam
Beautifull

(gladimir Xls down R. surprised- Marie rises, goes down
- L

_That efféct was grand.

.

Vliadimir

(Confused, turning)
1ank you, I am glad you liked it.
R J I E I B didmba
Viooriand->pinga

| 4 i

| i
3 l".‘ L - i 5 = i i % !
Ly
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Madam - | =
(Up between curtains)
was lost in admiration, with what grace she was swallowed by

$hose inky clouds.
E

ok

= Yladiair
‘Inky clouds. Why, what do you mean?
i Madam
ﬁghe mooNe
Vliadimir
‘Phe moon, oh! The devil., larie,
. (She X's to him- Madam behind curtains szain)
" We'd better get rid of her. |
| Marie

I'11 tell her to go - but no- I can't do that- here - I know-
hide this fan

- (Gives him fan )

« (Aloud) |

I wonder where my fan is?

| Vladimir
‘Perhaps you left it 2t home,

@i . Marie

| (Looking over L. on table)

No, I am sure I brought it here. I can't go to the ball without
a8 fon, lMadams

3 (Comes from curteins)

@ould you mind riding home and bringing me another one?

Madam
| (Coming dowm) -
Lertainly not, I'1ll get you one.
bt (Rings bell)
@'11 tell the creature here to go down stairs, and tell the
eoachman to ride there and bring you one imumediately.

(Madame rings bell --Werra enters hurriedly at her L.
Madam startled)

E | . Werrs
&1%}? You needn't gump, I have had the messles. What do you
want % |

'Vladimir
I think you'd better vanish.
Q (Over R)

| Werra

eft face, forward march,
(Sings Russien National ‘nthem and exits)

A v bomaamn sl C omvtnm e = 04 s
G*/‘lﬁjﬁgilwiitj}“ ICI— D1 ”H#%1:”
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| Madem
f what an impertinent little creature.
. (Over L)
” Viadimir
(KOh, Yo 'she isnt. BShe's & Trifle forwdrd that's anll,
(Xing over to her, 'and in“his explanation shows fan)

She's one of the best- r
(Marie tries to warm him, pantomine about fan)

Well--it's 2ll right--she's
¢ (Diseovers mistake)

~On!
(Hides fan)

Madeam
There's your fan. What do you mesn by trifling with me
in this way? I shall inform the Duchess.
(Goes up C)
Marie
(Following her up Re of her)
Ch, no, you'll not betray us Dodo.

FA s\

Viadimir

k (On her L)

(Certainly not, you will forgive us, won't you, Dodo?
Madam

No, I will not.

(Positively C)
L Marie
| (Patting her cheeks)
Oh, yes you will Dode.

(Kisses her)

Vladimir

“Oh, yes of course you will dear Dodo.
- ‘(Ag ' if trying to kiss her)

| Madam

Siril Well, I'1ll forgive you this ti.e, but if it ever occurs
again-
= (talking heard outside~ enter Duchess in full evening
dress-Duke in uniform- Count full dress- also Pogta

Werra at door L. 3d E. Duchess at C, - Marie goes over

to piano - Madam X's over L. to fireplace--Vladimir goes to
Duchess kisces her hand) |

()

: Vliedimir
Why, Duchess, this is an unexpected visit.

Duchess
ny, are you not going with us?

sl i

= .- i { - | )




Vladimir

nt my regrets. To-morrow is examination day and to-
LA sebo:kg claim my attention.

{ cht My
g (L.C.)
Duke
wmn L) :
That'éDgight, never neglect your studies.

(31sps him on back)

| ; Marie
r at piano
. Loox émer: This pisno is actusally & reazal one.
(Fingers over keys and laughs)

Duchess
. Yes. Vliedimir has been taught = lesson regarding his extrava-

\ g&nCiGSi

Posta
(Steps forward C)
Duchess, pardon me, but 1 feel it my duty to exonerate Vladimir.

__ "Vladimir
PGSt’r .
V) :

Posta
l- No, no, I'm going to apesk. Duchess, Vliadinir, did not waste
his money, put loaned 1t to us and even pawned his furniture to
£ pay a debt ¢f honor for Count Modjeske.
(Andrey R. C. looks annoyed)

| Duchess
- Count, is this true?

E ()

| Andrey
o (Pause)

I" YQS.

= Duchess

. Vladimir, forgive me. |
(ixtends her hand which he kisses)

=Ty

- Duke
~ Noble boy:s Noble boy: Your hend.
(Shakes it heartily, then whispers in hig ear)
I have those interesting reéed stockings in my pocket,
(Takes them out a trifle)
‘I will return them to you.

(Puts them back but a carner of them is seen sticking out)

Moorland-Spingarn Research



AR LA AV AW w'u“t.)!n.ﬂn ni.jt:ﬂ T T oOCeNI UM T Irec |

13
Vladimir
! No. no, not now, some other time,
| Duke
’b 511 tight just &s yoa say, -my. boy.
Madam

(cver L. of Duke) _
I beg pardon Duke, but thers's a little piece of red lining
hangi from your coa&at. | " 1
'?gne stoops down, pulls out stocking, bolds it up horror
stricken)
Female stockings?
(A11 smezed)

Werrs
(Aside) .
Mgdsm Wassilie's frivolitiess
(( (Over extreme L)
Duchess

Genersl .
(Pause)

~I am waiting an explanation?

Duke
An explanations Why I - that is - easily explained - I - I -

Duchess
(Sarcastically) |
Umphs. I thought that you would soy, that for once 11 Yyour life
you condescended tc enter a store and bought those sbominations
for me.

(Pause)
Well: I am waiting an answer?

Duke
Why - you see - I - I - oh! Damn it, I have no answer.

Duchess
1 thought so.

(Over R. Duke goes up back)

- Vledimir
Pardon meé, but I think I can explain. You remember when we

fbrce%c?erra to give up her laundry to-decorste our room?

Duchess
Yes, I remember.

1 P . ———— ’__. o e g - - | - :
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Vliadinmir

Well, in the léundry we found those--those--abominations, I,
in ny excitement, place. them on the mantel where the Duke

" found them, he put them in his pocket and only a few moments
|(ago apﬁka Of rﬁtming them tc-me,

(
i

i
i
|
(

Duke
As ususl, innocent as a lamb,
| (Coming down L.C.)

(E ' Duchess
To wno do they belong?
(RC)

Duke
|\ They don't fit me:
(Mademe over L. with stockings in hand)

Werrsa
G&hay belong to Madam VWassilie.
(Over extreme L)

Duchess
Return them to the ower.

G: (Werrsa takes them from larie goes up stage and as she
exits, flounces them in face of Posta)

Pos ta
That girl is full of the devil.
?Mhria at piano with Vladimir)
@ Duke

Duchess, you must pardon me, I must attend that conference at

the F?reign Office before going to the ball this eveningl
L.C /

(@ Duchess
Must you keave us so soon? .
(R. Madam extreme L. Posta up L.C.)

Duke

Yes, an important meeting. Nihilism is becoming rampant, and
it must be c¢rushed, The Count will escort you. You will all
excuse me, I know.

(He bows and goes up. to door C. to Posta)
‘Posta, look out for the little chambermaid.

(Exits) "‘
é; J Duchess
1 am so sorry that Nihilism is spreading sgain. It meuns so much

Serv.
?bount X's over to L. to Madam. Posta down L. C., Neor
. Duchess |
.x}hlﬁrﬂ ) F A
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uld be respected. _ *
’ (Marie &t pisno, playing softly)

Duchess

but the sorrow of it all.
(Goes to Marie-Posta looks over at Andrey and goes up

: stage nesr window)

Rl e
Posta
suppose the Nihilist, feel that they have some rights which
ﬁb
|

%n
) Madam
@ount . Merie's love for Vladimir grows stronger every day.
; fear o seperation will kill her. I must speak the truth.
i Andrey .
Yery well, but remember it means Siberia.

Madam

Fes, but look at them.
= (A shot fired outside--akl confusion Marie stops playing-

Posta runs to windows)

Vliadimir

’ghat is the metter?
* (C)

"—J

Posta
The police 2re chasing & man who 18 running up the college steps,
he has entered the building.
4 (Two shots fired)

-

E Vliadimir
Who is the man?
N Posta
E{t's Gregorye

All
Gregory.
= | Posta
;C_Ehe Minister of Police has . entered.
e Vladimir
'Then he's lost.

Posta

‘The officers are surrounding the house.

L Bang of a door heard ofif R then soumd, as if & man run-

3 Hing up a flight of stairs. Gregory cnters C, Door pule,
hair all disarranged closes door after him- X's dowvn L)

Vliadi
aﬁ{/ﬂ the matter? ; . i
| VOOFriana-Somaart
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| Gregory Al
Yladimir, save me. In God's name hide me,
| (L.C.)

G Viadinir

&;hat have you done?

| Gregory
We had = meeting, the police surprised us-I escaped but am
 ursued.

éf Duehess

'Is he a Nihilist?

|. (R.C-)

| Viedimir

You heard what he said.

C)

( | Gregory
Duchess? Duchessi For God's sake, savo me,
(V1iadimir goes up and holds door)

Duchess
Ggwnu1¢ save Jyou but I _am powerless. Qh! This is herrible.

Vliedimir
They are coming, hide behind that piano. Msrie, you stand there.
(Above piano)
And Duchess, you there.
(Gregory hide 8 behind piano-.Duchess stands at;foot of
(ﬁ piano nearest audience)

Werra
(Outsiue)
You can't go in there. You have no right.
@ | Minister of Police

(Qutside of door)
Out of the way, girl, do you hear?

Werra
(’ (Qutside)
Eﬁtell you, you can't go-in.

Ministet
(Outside)
Remove that girl.
{ (Noiss 'as though a couple of guards were moving her
gwey from door- Marie when she hesrs noise outside
sits down at piano, and éontinues pglaying the llinister

enters-she stops-all look with surprise-llinister enters
hastily - o Viadimir)
S g\ Fy ;ij‘"@ I am once gg%:l,n in your rooms?
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: (c)
Vliedinir
7o my great surprise, yes.
( Minister

(Rinister goes down L. then X's R. - sees Duchess,
stands amazed)
" Duchess Alexis.

Duchess
‘Whet meens this intrusion!
(Over R)
linister
(Confused)
Pardion me, there must be some mistake. We are pursuing a
Nihilist. _
(Pwo Cossacks seen in door)
f All
(General movement)
A Nihilisti
Minister

( (Dowm C) |
Yos, my men saw him enter this part of the building, and I am
compelled to search ever room.

-

Werra
| (Going down to his R)
(Well, do we look like Nihilists?

Duchess
Werrall
(Werra retires)
8 (To Minister)
‘Do your duty.
Minister
It will be unnecessary to make eny further investigations.
(. _ Duchess
But 1 insist upon it.
(Ove . R)
"Vladimir

This is the only other room we can bosst of,
| (Going to door L. 3d R)

This way please,

| (At door)

Minister
33# : w" 1= avra :
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; Werra
ﬂ (Looking after them)
" Oh the bruta. Hunting some poor fellow.
(Calling into room)
fere don't you dare upset that bed. | ~tary

i i
P

Duchess
“Werral
‘Ee (Re-enter Minister and Vladinir) |
‘ |
| Minister ¢
"There's no one in there.

(Going C)
Poste

(Throws back curtain from window)
" No, nor in here.

E | Werra Pagec
€ |\/ize) - |
" Perheps you'd like to look under th:at table or behind that
- piano.

Mini ster
ell ,nit wonlkdn't be a-bad-ides, |
"(He starts over R. the Duches takes & step or tvo forwﬂrd) |
It is quite unneccssary- Ladies ond Gentlemen, the man I want is
"not here. I crave your perdon.
(Bows to Duchess-exits snd closes door C)
' (Viadimir goes up to door-opens it, looks after them)
| (Down R)
'Thank God.

Duchess

Viadimir
@&hat WS & narrow escape.
(Up at door)

Duchess
(Duchess leans on sofe for support)

@‘!ell him to.come out.

Vladimir
Gregorys
( G regory comes out from bepind piano)
Werra
Then there was some one there after all,
{ (Over L)
Uregory

/is I owe my life and 11berty 1:0 you. _
OrrianNad-SPiNdall
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- “Visdimir
You must w=S8t€ no time you must leave this rlace at once and
in some disguise.

(C)

5 Werra
Let him come with me, I'1ll give hiu one of the gardener's uni-

form.

Vlisdimir

= "N (Up ét c?'door sgain) 8wl

Werra

Come on, follow me.
(ixits guickly L. 1lst E)

Gregory
(X's over and };he_n turns)
_ Duchess, once more 1 thank you, I think you &11l.
(Bows and exits L. lstyﬁi) O

, Duchess
Vledimir, escort, Marie and Madam to the bsll room and the
In
- help that unfortunate young man. My purse is at your disposal,

Vladimir
Duaha?s, you are more than kind,.
He escorts lMadam through door also Marie. he wai
door to escort the Duchess s8s she starts l;'.p C) v

Andrey
One moment, Duchess. ' few words please.
Duchess
_Certa%nly.
; . AVlgdiuir. eloses door-=Duchess d R
=VWell, 'I-am ‘wai%ing. e

- Andrey
| %oisginﬁ that the time has srrived Duchess, when Vlisdimir must be

Duchess
Whats That I am his mother?
(Approaching R.C.)

And rey

Duchess
do it- S - EE
1= IV ﬁ'-‘l_jj Al'll ”Res
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and rey
You must. The time has arrived when they must be separated.

€

Ducheas
(Turning)
Why do you desire their separations?
(aAt R.Cs)
(: indrey
‘Because I love larie,
buchess

That may be true, but she mey not love you.

Andrey
You must force her to accept me.

1 (_'J -C‘-l )
@' Duchess
Force heri MUy childs What if I refuse?

(R. C. defiantly)

Andrey
@‘ I shell furnish the Ruseian Court with another Scandal,

Duchess
(At C)
Then your friendship for me was pretended? In short 2 farce.
Count Mod jeska, you are a_coward,
(o (Andrey goes to her - she steps toward him)
~~ Yes, & coward!
(Andrew turns from her =nd goes L. She following hin)
You pledged your word of honor that you would gaard my secret,
and now, you take advantage of my trust, by trying to force me
. to give you, my deughter's . hand. You are worse than a coward.
&; Andrey

Duchess if you say that word again, I'll forget that you are a
woman.

= _ Duc hess
(Turns on him)

J
D
,

|
Yy
S
D
-3
===ig
D

. e N i

~ And strike me, I suppose. ‘nd to such & specimen of munhood, I

should sacrifice Marie. No - ncecver - never,
| (Xing R. taking up her cloak on safe, as if to go)

' bnirey
'C Very well, then. To-night's ball.
(Taking his ¢loak lover L)

. Will be a fitting place to air your Grace's early love affairs.
B2 (About to start up C.)

g
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Duchess
§o, no, stey, remain. You would not do that.

Andrey
Hot if you seccept my Proposition,

Duchess
(In agony)
for pity's sake, Count, don't force me to humiliate mvself
sefore-all the world.  Give -me,time. Time! . Time to thinlks:
(In intense sgony)

i Andrey
Until to-morrow. Then you must tell him all.

vuchess
oh! This is torture: Agony! Can't you think of any other
exeuse for separating them? Think, Comnt, think, thinke
(Duchess appealing to him) |

Andrey
(X's down L. a= if in deep though~ sees portrait of
Vladimir's mother on table-stops)
Yes,/ there is one. You must appeal to his honore.
(Duchess turns away from him and locks upward in agony-
Andrey takes picture, places behind him)® | |
Tell him that you lied to him,
( Xing over to her, and showing the portrait)
Tell him that his supposed dead mother was not the good and
noble women you have pietured, but @& criminal, who expiated her
crimes-upon the scaffold, That's the only-way -1 gee out-of it.

Duchess
And thereby rob him of the memory of his supposed dead mother?
The memory he worships-in short, Count lodjeska, you wish me
to defile my own character?

Andrey
(Xin% over L)
Well, that's one way of putting it.
(Places picture on table)
But it must be done.

Duchess
Hotrible! Horrible!l

(Duchess sinks on sofa)
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| : Andrey

Tellhim that the Duke does not know the true story of his
mother's career, but that some of your family who are ac-
quapited with it, threaten to infomm the Duke unless his en-

ragement to Marie is broken. | You und
gag ova ks erstand?

Duchess
Yes.
(Faintly)
Yes, I understcond and then®

s B ] Andre{r
Then, take Marie sbroad, I shell follow, tecome 2 suitor for
her hand, and with your assistsnce win her.
(Xing over L)

Duchess

Oh, my Gode. - Have I Sunk so low, and 18 this the price that
you demand ?

Andrey
Her hsnd, or your disgrace,
(Li C4)
. Duchess
A terrible choice.
Andrey
I await your answer,
Duchess

I will tell him to-morrow. I'll degrade my memory and destroy
his faith. :

Andrey
You will not f=2il? Come -
(Pause)
Answer me.
Duchess
(She draws herself up haughtily End looks him straight

in the eye)
i will net fail,
(.nter Madam C. followed by Werra)

Madam
Pardon me I am looking for Marie's handkerchief, she nl=-
weys forgets something.,
(Looking around on table. Werra goes over L. up stage
watching lMadam- Count goes over to Duchess who stends
like one in a trgnce, he offers his arm and smiles)

] .'I " - g, = n e = 1#
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Andrey
yoy I escort you down stairs?

Duchess
(She looks at him- hesitates, then tékes his arm, they go
up Csat door, Andrey lets go her arm, takes her left hand
as if to kiss it- the Duchess in ¢, ). withdraws her hend)
thet, i8 quite unnecessary,

(They both exit C. Door)

Madan
(Over L)
sh! There it is on the piano,

(X's over takes handzerchief from Piano and starts to go
up C. to exit)

Werra
(Closes door after exit of Duchess)

pon't be in & hurry, please. .Sit dowm
(Pointing to L)

I went to talk to you.

Madam
(X's over to L)
m' But they are waiting for me.
| Wierra

(R.C.)
Let them wait. OSit down,

f (Madam sits in cheir R. of table L)
| Madem Kramolin, I Xnow . all,

Medam
'117 Why, what do you mean?

VWerrsa

' I overhesrd your conversation with the Count, and was surprised
to find that Vladimir was the son of'the Duchess.

Madam
(Horrified- and then rising)

But do you not believe that I poisoned per?

Werre
Poisoned her!

(Recollects herself)
Well, I can't say that until I kmow all,

, - Madam
But you said you heard all,

Werra

_Some of it escapsd me. You see I was behind that door =md had to
| listen thoough & crack. |- ¢

—




Madam

Then let me Swear te you thut the death of the real Marie was
purely accidental.

Werrs
(Getting excited)

hen Marie is not the Duchess' daughter?

Madam
o

Werrs
oh! You dear, darling, old stupid.
(Hugs her and dances over R. swinging sround)

Madam
Why, child, what is the matter?
(L)
Werra
I'11 tell Vlsdimir to-night.
(C)
Madam
No, no, g
(Rising)
You would not heve me accused of murder,
Werra
Murder?
Madam

Yes, Count Mod jeskz says that if the Duke knew of this it
would mean my death,

wWer
Jerusulam! ale

Mad am
Oh. Werra, for the love of your mother, promise to remain si-
lent, my life uepends upon it.

Werra
I'11 do it, but it's & blinkitythlink-blank shame.

Posta
(Enters)
Excuse me, Madam., larie says if you cannot find her handker-
chief to come without it as ghe is tired of waiting.

Madam

211 at once.
 $Tnrows o 8 uif;iﬁﬁﬁ"199&wgtvwa??§“anqQgita)
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Posts
(Closes door)

Now Werra, we are alone, and I want to tell you a secret.

Verra
(Over R)
Don't you do it. I'm stuffed with other peoples' secrets.
Posta
But this concerns you,
werrs

Well sing it out.
(Disgusted, sits on sofa)

Posta
I want to tell you Verra, that I love you.

. Werra
And' you call that a secret? 1 kmew thet a montn 8g0.

Poste
Then It's 211 the eesier said, will you become my wife?
(Kneels beside her)

Werrsa

What! Your wifes Oh: That's different. ’‘nd you want me to
become your sweet little baroness?

(Grabs him by the hair)

Posta
Yos, 1 do.

errs
Get out, you're blufiing me.
(Xing over L)

Posta

I'm not, and I want you to go to & seminary and there become
fitted to occupy that station in life.

Werrs
You really mean to educate me?

Posta
If you are willing.
(Bnter Vladimir)

f | ~ Werra
Chi If I only had 2 witness.

(?erra X's down L. turns, sees Vladimir at door, Posta
R

Now, ask me that question and I'll smswer you.
f\ ﬂ 'avthE' LH"H 3 f‘*ll b L T2l a Ve Bl o o ﬁj} NSy Ty e e
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Postsa
71edi ddxr, I have asked Werrs to become my wife, I have offered
ner my heart and fortune.

Yerre
vhet do you think of that? Do 'you think he mesns it?
(e )
Vladimir
(Dowvms. C)
I certainly do.
(Sizing up Postz)
Werra

If you do Posta and you love me, kiss me.
(She holds out her arms, Posta X's over)

Posta
Yon little darling.
(4bout to kiss her, stops, ‘Looks at Vliadimir)

VladiJir
Go on, g0 on.
fTurns R. Posta kisses her again and agnin)

|
| Werrs

| (Restraining him)

| There, there now, wzit until to-morrow.
‘ (SWings C)

| Vliaedimir

Jover R)
Allow me to congratulate you both. And Werra, beser in mind,
that Posta 1s a very delicate young man, therefore, be careful
of him,

Werra

YWith hends on nuscle) |
On! I1'1l1l take good care of him, you bet. Posta: It's time
for me to go home,

(Bows exceedingly low to Vliadimir)
Good night Monseer.
| (With air of dignity)
Posta: Your arm, end escort me to my residence.

(Posta takes her arm and with mock dignity, they

go up to door and VWerra vurus)

Open the door.
(Said gently)
‘Posta comes down not understanding)

Open that door.
(Very gruffly)
Good nighti

—~ | .(§aid very sweetly. they both exit)
;Q EHV‘HH ”"_T - "w -

=



Vliadimir
(Up at door)
A delicate creature; but he loves her, and I think she loves
nime I hope so, for-marriage without dove, must be horrible.
(| phe world will leugh at him for wedding one. so fdr bensath in
the social scsle, bpl then the world lsughed at me for having
the sudacity tc approach the woman I love.
(Takes Msrie's photograph from piano and fondly
sdmires if xing overl) _
Dear lMariey I know l-&1 not worthy of gour love.  '%is toc much
to expect for 2 rough, coarse¢ greined Cotwmioner, and yet, faint
heart ne'er won fair l&dy yet<« That must e ny motto.
(Bell rings outside§
Ten 0'clock my studies.
(Goes up stage to little desk, turns back to audience,
opens & book 2nd starts to study. Song is heard outside
he pauses a little, goes to window, pauses, returns to
desk sits as if to study agsain, closes book and rises,
turns and goes down stage L
It's no vse, I can't study. §?m'too excited even to sleep.
(About to turn down the-light, the red glare of the
fireplace shows out strong. Pause. Lhen Marie enters
hurriedly through C. door, closes it, :nd hastily locks
it snd stands spparently exhausted ageinst the door)
Whyt: Marie: VWhat i® the matter? IWhat hss happened?®

Marie
You love me Vliadimir, do you not?
(Up at door)

Vladd cir
Wh es, you know I do.
4 y(.:-z.t E)
Merie
They want to separate us, to part us forever.
( Xing R)
Viadimir
Who wants to part us?
(A L.Cs
Marie
lly mother.
(R G4
. Vliadimir
The Duchess! When did she say thut?
SUR Merie

A few moments ago, below in the ball room. She forbade me
ever to see you again, She will see you in the morning and
in the afternoon we leave for Itsly.

| _ (Going R) ) | |
| f\/l{ihﬁ Wiancad=-\Ssninoaiarm Kaocoaary
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Vliadinmir
For 1taly.

| - | Marie | i
Yes, but' I have b&ffled her, I sent her a note Saying I was
coming here und would stay here until she gave her sanction
to our marriage.

' Vledimir |
Hb,.ng- Marie, you cannot. -Do you-fully realize what you are
doing?

lMarie
Yes, fully.
(Going down R. She has key in her hsond)

Vliedimir
o, no. You cennot comprehend the greatness of this, indiscre-
tion. /. Give me the key gnd let me open the deors |

(5, €} )
Marie
No! Thet door must remain locked,
(Over R)
. Viedimir . -

But, Marie, if this were kmown at Court your fair name would
be teinted forever, for our love's sake let me open that door.

Marie
It dg (for our-love's sake 'l want it locked.

Vliedimir
(Aside and going down L)
Oh! Vhat shall I do?
- a(Turns) |
Maxie ; T shall force 1t| open.
(Marie rushes up to door; places herself in front of it)

Merie
No, no, you s8hall not.

Vledimir
My God! Marie, you are rash, headstrong: If nothing else
will move you, think Marie, of your honor.

ke Merie
Thiit is dn your keeping. _
(V1=dinfy turfns sway, Marie'still’ at-door.” 'Pruse.
Knocking heard at door and then rattling of knob.
Marie gradually goes away from door snd Vladimir turns.
Pause)
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Vlisdimir
(W .ispers)
Some one at the door.
(Goes up)
Merie ,~in there. _ |
(Points to door L.-2Y¥
you must not be seen.

Marie
fo! I sh=ll remein.
L/ (Gver R)

Duzhess
(Off stage and knocking &t door)
Viedi .ir! Vladimir:

Marie
(Over R)
I1t'g Mother,

Duchess
Vliedimirs
(Rattles door outside)
Is Marie with you?
(Pause; Vladimir-looks at llerie, (¥Vladimir extenmds hand
ag8/if asking for key) g |
lmy don't you answer mé or open the door?
(Vladimir's hand still extended. .arie sloviy gives
key. Marie X's over L. while Vladimir goes and open
door and then Vladimir baocks a little down R. The Duche ss
nickly enters, pauses in door)
?,ﬂe es larie)
So, Mlarie, you are here,

Vlsdi :ir
Duchess- I - I cannot explain this,

Duchess
(At C)
There is nothing to explain. 1 know you bothr so well, that I
would not, for an instant, doubt your honor.
(Mlarie who has been looking intently at her mother,
from postion over L. gradually sinke to chair L. of
table and buries her face in hands)
Marie, I forgive the passionate impulse of o romantic young
girl, who, by an indiscreet act, sought to force her mother's
consent to a union, which although it breake»her heart, she
could -never sanction.
y 3 I .
Vliadimir
(Surprised )
Never sanction! Why, Duchess!: What do you mean?

D) Moorland-Spinaarn Research ( enter



Duchess
1t was my intention fto spesk to you to-morrow, but since matters
nave come to such s crisis, I will speak now,

( Morie N Center
Mother
(Rising)

Nothing you can sgy can ever change my love for Vliadimir,

: Duchess
*' Poor child?l _Al1l that will/'soon bé chonged. (Vliadimir,.I have =
' peen to you &ll thHat"a mother cotuld be to 'd ehild, have i not?
Vlaedimir
Yes, Duchess, you have,
Duchess
A1l facts regarding your antecedents you know through me.
I Viadimir

YesS. % *
(Marie X's up C. back to door)

buc hess
(indrey slowly opens door up at Ce. =nd listens)
() I'Ved you, the Duke, 211 o believe thet yéur mother died while
giving you birth, but, but I lied.

Vledimir
Lied. Ycu lied to me! Oh! No, no, no.
| ~_ (bowm R)
Duchess

| I lied, because I wanted you to cherish not curse her memory.

Vladimir
Why.should I not cherish her memory, she was a good woman, and
your nearest friend? |

Duchess |
Up to the time of your birth, yesy/ But after that.
| Vladimir
After thati:. What?
[B: Gol
Duchess
She " e ell-""‘

(Vliadimir staggers bafk dumbfounded. Marie during con-
versation with Vliadimir has gone slowly up to curtains
and but for her hold on drapery would havc fallen on that

announcement. Andrey unseen by all the others up at door
with an air of triumph)

ﬂthas one of the kmos‘h notoriou_s criminels died upon the scafiold.
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ACT I1I

S C ENB: A yesr later- The Toyer and Grand
Stair¢dase in the Imperiasl Opera House,
St. Petersburgh.

Large winding stairway running up the

Ce and off Re Red plush carpets on
stairs and down to footlights. This
scene must be one of extreme richness
and beaunty. Palms, candelabras, chande-
liers and statuary .cam be used. A small
table and two chairs over L. Up stage
R., enother small table, two gold chairs
also candelabra and candles lighted. A
small fancy table at L. 34 E. with one
candle and faney candlestick on lighted.

Musice for rise from Carmen.

Karol

(Quartette singing inside, if desired, instead of curtain
rise music)

(Karol discovered-on step)
Ah! The revelry is on, and this night will be your last; for

once the oppressea will be the victors, and 2ll oppressors shall
fall.

(Goes down stage)

Where can uregory be?
(Goes down to L. =znd looks ofi-enter Duke and Minister of
Police from uprer stairs)

| Duke

‘Aﬁfhe goes down stairs)
The singing was superb, but the Prims donna's voice shows a
little weer and tear. 1 am afraid she sings too muca.

‘GQGB dom‘-L-)

| = Minister
(Following him)
It must be torturing to think she might lose her voice.




Duke
1t's more torturing to the public, when she doesn't know it.
(Laughs)
But are you sure the Czar csn enter the Opera House with per-
sect safety?

Minister
Yes. We have gusrds 8verywhere, always on the lookout for
guspicious characters. The guard behind is one of my men,

(R)

Duke
I should say by his looks that he needed watching. When will
the Czar and Czarina arrive?

Minister
After the next act.

Duke
And mot & person will leave the Opers, 1 suppose, until they
arrive. Afraid of missing the Grand Reception.

Minister _
The place is thronged, and I am sure no one will leave. By
the way, bhow is -your protege Vladimir getting along?

Duke

#xcellently. He has been in the army nearly & yesar, and is now
up steirs in the private box of the Duchess.

Minister
I gave him quite & 'start once, I received an annonymous letter
and was compelled to search hlS room for a dynamite bomb.
(Movement of Karol, up beeck listening)

Dulke
Yes, quite a Joke, wasn't 19
Laughs)
Minister

Yes, and shortly after, strange to say, we traced a Nihilist

tongds _very. room, and when we untered low and behold instead
of & Nihilist, we found the Duchass Alexis.

(Laughs)

Duke |

I never heard of that. But do you Imow, I think Nihilists can

squeeze themselves into & knot-hole. |
Minister

They are very tricky.

(Calls)
_Karo
“:»._ faflf ‘”i '|'
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Karol
(He comes down L. of Minister and sslutes)
Fe listensrs, your Lxcellency, you and the Duke are, the only
one8 Who have left the Opers, since the performange begang
(By this time Duke has worked over to L)

Minister
You see they never think of leaving.
(Snter Andrey at. top of stairs in-full evening,dress)

Duke
Ah, count, will you: join us in a smoke?
(Andrey near top of stairs)

Andrey
In & moment, gentlemen.
(He looks off to R. as though watching someone)

Duke
(Xing over K. to Minister)
Come, what say you to a little promenade? I heve some choice
cigars here, warranted not to kill, will you join me?

| Minister
I am afraid I can't spare the time.

Duke
Nonsense man. Take a few whiffs with me, and straighten out
your legs a bit. Come on, come on.
(xit both lsughing)

Andrey
(He has been watching off R. and as they make their exit
he turns cround gradually, holding on to railing of stairs,
as he turns on stairs a2t about the C. he comes, face to face
with Xarol) |
What are you doing here?

Karol
That's m, business, you traitor.

| | . Andrey
(Still onustairs)
You forget, that the Minister of Police is here.

| Karol
Yess Will ;I give ;yow an -intvoduction?

,

Andrey
Don't be silly. Is there anything wrong here to-night?

) Moorilanc-Soinciarn Recearch ( antar



Karol
1pijg the morrow that traitors need fear.
2 (Re-enter Duke mains.over R. - when they enter Posta
! end VWerra core heard énd linister from-R. IE - Duizé¢ goes

to C.- Hinister Tequarrelling outside L. 2E)
Poste
(OQutside)
Verys well, hove itiyour own ws,, but Irtell you it's|sos
Werra
(Outside)
Aind I tell you it is not so.
Posta
(Cutside)
I tell you that it is.
Werrs

(Outside)
I tell you that it is not.
(Andrey at foot of stairs)

| il Duke
(To Uinister)
The Baron Lackanoffski end his charming little wife.

Andrey
It's an outrege to be compelled to meet & woman who earned a

1ivelihood - at. & wash tub.
(Up C)

Dulke
(R.C.)
I believe the doors sre all wide open.
(Snter Werra and Posta - VWerra in magnificent Court
cogstume, with more than the usuzal length ¢f Court frain
which she handles awkwardly- Posta in Lieutenant's uni-
form- Werra is very angry, and he is trying to pacify her)

~ Werra
Oh, don't bother me, I tell you we are too ‘early.
(Going C)
Posta
I tell you that we ore late.
(L. CaB
; Werre

It's aristocratic to be late, and I am not going in that Cpers
till the Czar has sgqueezed hiaself into his box.

(At C )
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' Duke
(R of her)
Then permit me to assure you,. Baroness, that you are in plenty
of time.
(Bows)

Werra
Oh, delighted to see you Generzl,
(She bows, takes a step or two back finds that she is on
her trein- stoops down, picks it up znd throws it violently
to the L. and it strikes Count Andrey)

Andrey

Oh: I beg your pardon.

Werra
(Indignently)
you're slways in the way.
(Smilingly to Duke)
What comedy play do fthey sing to-night?
(Poste over L. = The Minister of Police, has sauntered
up stage, and as '-arol -leans over the railing, they talk
together)

Oh

Duke
Comedy play? They sing ‘the best ccts from several of our latest
Operas. Allow me to offer you = programi in honor of to-night's
perfo?manc?. It is embellished with poetry.
{R.C.

Werra |
Ohi -I hate poetry. . They tried te cram that stuff-in my head
at the Seminary, but it wouldn't stick there.

Posta
(Disgusted)
O, Werral
L/ A over L)
Werra
(Angrily )

Shut up! Oh I beg your pardon. Please shut up!

\/ Duke |
Postae, I think you have the liveliest little wife in St.
Petersburgh.,

Posta
Yes, she keeps me hopping.
, Duke
Baron?ss; ¥ou are as naive as our American cousins.
R.C.,
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Werra
I'm glad of it. I like Americans, they are the only beings on
eerth who ever discovered themselves.

Duke
piscovered themselves!
(Laughs)
No, no, my dear child- Christopher Coclumbus discovered that
glorious country.

ligrra
Oh, yes|, thet's so, Columbus' - wasn't he the gentleman who
laid ?h? ege’?
C

Duke
(Confuse., desiring to laugh, but restrains himsalf.
Posta over L. disgusted)
Well, no, no, not exactly that - he he «

ndrey
(Comes dowvm to L. C.)
He made an egg stand on end.

Werra

Indeed: Well, wasn't he smert?

(Sarcastically - Lnter Msrie on top steps, in pure

white costume-~ VWerra has crossed down R. She tums

and sees Marie)
Hello, Marie, 1 am so glad you're here. I was getting & little
rattled being =zlone here with so many men. I am glud to . see

(UpC.)

Marie
(Bxtending her hand)
I, am %lad to see you, Baroness.
(Minister gives instruetion to Xarol who exits L.2E
Duke and Posta exit L., 2nd E. Iinister exits up stairs,
Andrey exits C. under stairway)

Werra
If you want to do me a favor, don't call me s Barcness, it scunds
as 8tiff as & broom stick, ¢g2ll me plain Verra 28 you zlways did,
When did you getf back from Italy?

Marie
Yesterday. |
(Down to table L)
Werra
Have you seen Vladimir?
(At her R)
{\./1 Ny ?,; arncl_Cimiam - DS I~ rrr——



Marie

ge's up stairs in the box with mother.
(Sits in casir)

Werra
Do yot 8till love him?
Marie
More then ever,
Werrs
That's right stick to him through thick and thin.

(Turns R)
‘ghere's Posta? I'll bet he's run away from me. I had no
peace, I had to dress hurriedly in order to get here, and
now that I'm here, he's out of sight. No, there he is now,
(Pointing off L. 2nd E)
oh, I'1ll give it to him.
(As she exits)
Oh, you're trying to run away fromme are you?

(Andre; enters from the opening under the stairs, comes
down C. after Werra exitsg

Andrey

Marie, why are you, so-sorrowful? Whet-is it makes you so sad?
Marie

Nothing: Nothinga.
Andrey

There is somet .ing-- I'm sure--believe me, Marie, it pains me
deeply, because - 1 - 1 love yéu.

Marie
( ‘nnoyed rising)
OChi Cowunti I -
(Xing R)
Andrey

I must make it known. It was not mere chance which made me
meet you in Naples, two months ago, 1 went there with the ex-
press purpose of offering you my rank and fortune.

(L' H.l
Marie
That is impossible, Count, I love another--
(Over R)
Andrey

But your motHer objects to him, surely you wouldn't marry him
when you think of his antecedents.
(Re-enter Werra L. 2E)
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: Marie
1 am not going to marry his antecedents.

Andrey
But he is not wortay you.

Marie
(Low, but intense)

count Modjeska: That is for me to decide.

| Werra
(At L. 2E)
Thatl Settles " hHim.
(X's to foot of stairs- re-enter Duke and Posta L.2E)

Duke
Ah! Here comes Vliadimir,

(Cver L)

Posta
And the Duchess.
(Enter Duchess followed by Vladimir, Masdam last, she re-
mains on stairs. Werra comes up a few steps)

Werra
Hello, Vladimir, I'm so gled to see you.. Look at Pogtae, isn't
he a fit sulbject for the chamber of horrors?
(A1l lazugh) '

Vladimir
Duchess, permit me to present Posta's wife, The Baroness Lakanof-
fakl |
(Both ladies bow)

Werra
Isn't that name a mouthful? I believe, Duchess, I had the
pleasure of meeting you once before, L had the introductim
through & folding bed. | |
Gen:rel consternation and amusement. Posts looks furious.,
Duchess takes the situation good naturedly as she goes
down the steps)

Duchess
Poste, I congratulate you; you huve chosen wisely.
(At foot of stairs)
Poste
Thank you, Duchess.
.~ (Duchess X's' R. Marie sits over R)

Werra -
(Dn steirs with Vliadimir near the bottom step)
Look at poor Marie, see, how she's pining for you.

.r_ JIII‘I — -l - - o | e ) - ra -
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Andray
(Over R, of Duchess. Aside)
I have spoken to Marie, she is still determined to become
Vladimir's wife.

Duchess
Impossible? Let us go to fthe-conservatory, we can speak there
without being disturbed.
(They exit under stairs quietly as though Andrey celled
her sttention to something- Vladimir has been watching
Marie who is over R.  in _deep. thought Werra goes to Tosta
who is over L, t:lking to Duke)

Werra
Postal
(Posta goes to her, aside)
Look? Vledimir is dying to talk with Marie, we must zget the
Duke out of the way and dust ourselves,

Posta
Pshaw! How c¢en we do it?

werrs
Lie! Lie: Can't you?

Posta
I can't think of anything.
(X¥ing down L. and then up )

Werra
(Disgusted)
Duke! ! You're a merried man, aren't you?
Duke

Married! Well, I should say I was married!
(Down L, C.)

| Werra
(Nodding in direction of Vlsdimir end Marie)
Can't you take in the situation?

Duke
Certainly
(Laughs)
Two is company and three is one more
(Laughing)

Come, Posta.
)Werra exits up stairs between Duke and Posta, all laughing)
Huh! The older I grow the more stupid I gete
(Laughing, they exit, Werra, rosta snd the Duke ~Viadimir
who has been standing up R. Comes down C)

Vliadimir
,;NMx%g, it is near time for the second act, I think we'd better go.
(L) INFAE Y™ Y 3 _ - | Y .



Ganten

Marie

(Rising)
Viadimir, why have you avoided me? ,-Have I offended youf?

Vladinair
Who no, indeed, but think of the barrier that separates us.
Whet would the world ssay?

Marie

(RC)
I have studied the so-called world and found it empty. I
have asked myself thoussands of time, if I should desert you
because your mother was & weak woman, and slways py heart has
answered no. Vledimir, you see thislittle rose. I want you to
gherisn it, as & symbol of my undying love.

(She fz :tens flower in his button-hole, woriting

around ot his  L..- enter Duchess snd Andrey {rom under

the grand stairway-they obseéerve Marie aend Vliadimir who

are over L.)

Andrey
You must tell Marie now, that Vliadimir is her half brother.
Duche ss
No, no, I cannot.
Andrey
I insist.
(Extreme R)
Duchess
Fo, no, I have not the courage.
(R.CI )
Andrey

Either Marie ‘or Vladimir must be told, which de you choosa?
(Viedimir and Marke are about to go up the stairs)

Duchess
Marie, Marie,
(They stop) |
I wish to spesk with you. You will excuce me. Vladimir, I
am sure, and you also, Count.

(Marie drops down L)

And rey
(Up R.C.)

Certainly. Viadimir, let us Hedr the end of the act.

Vliadimir
By 211 means.
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I am in the proper meood for music.
(Goes up stairs, half way up he turns)
Duchesss
» (Bows + on top stel turns)
" Mariel
(Gives 2 loving look at ilerie and then exits- Andrey
exchanges looks with Duchess- Marie has gone down Li

Marie
yell,, mother, I =2m;2ll attention.

Duchess
(At C trembling)

Marie - 1 - 1 wish to speak to you finzlly about Vliadimir,

larie
You could not hiave chosen a more welcome sub’ect, for I
heve finelly decided to become Vladimir's wife.

Duchess
(With horror) |
No, no, my child impossible. Listén, and then you will under-
stand the hopelessness of your love for Vladizair. I know he is
worthy of you, but merry him you cannct.

Marie
Cannot, why not?
(With great surprise)

Duchess
There is a tie between you so strong that it cannot be broken.
Marie
Why, what do you mean?
(Going to her)
Duchess

My child, I loved once as you now love.

Marie

Yes, yes, I know you loved and married the man of your choice,
my father.

Duchess
Thaet was my second marriage, -‘the first wes my merricsge to Vliadi-
mir's father.

(Marie staggers backward)

| J Marie
To Vladimir's, father?
(Leaning on tzble for support.)

Duchess
~ Yes, nerve yourselffor this confession. I am Vladimir's mother.
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)Long psuse-lMarie looks =t her, =s if dazed, then
gradually sinks in chair at tatle overcome)

Now, Marie you mow all,
(Duchess goes over to . her)

My poor lMarie, l-have broken your herrt.

Marie
§o, no, I am calm. Go on, I ecan her =11 now.

Duchess

RO« m¥ child, fthis is neither the time nor the plece.

Greatly agi=ated)

Your father does not mow that Vliadimir is my son, and looks
with favor on your love, and you know now that cen never be.
(Looking around anxiously for listeners)

Marie
Yes, yes, 1 kmow, but without the love of Vliadimir,my future

_life is shattered,

Duchess
(Going to her)
My child, 1 plity you, hut you are young, your future is before
you. Gount lModjeska loves you, he has offerzd you his hand,
why not accept him?

Marie :
Mother: You dare speak to me thus--Count Modjeskal Never, never.
(Xing dowm R)

A Duchess
. _Then f%ig.?nd_dishonor-will'fail on 811 -of \us:
Marie
How?
(R.C:)
Duchess

He discovered my secret, and knowing I have no document to prove
my marriage to Vladimir's father, he threatens to divulge my
seceet to the world, unless you consent to become his wife,

Mlarie
And my marrizge is the price of his silence? “llother, I loathe
the very sight of that man. I detest -1 despise him,
(Xing extreme R)

. Duchess
It is not for myself that I speak, but for your father's sake.
If these facts were to become public, prorerty, it would kill
hime.
(C)

il i bl Canliil s e e
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Marie
Lest year, you told Vladimir snd me & different story about
his mother, and you deceivedi us. How can I believe you now?
(Going .to her)

Duchess
(Eorrified)

And you doubt what I say?

Marie
How c¢zn you blame me?
(Over R. in extremeé agitation)

Duchess
Ch, Marie, I would have told you the truth then-
(Marie X's over L. with expression of displeasure)

But had not the moral courage to do so. To part you, the Count
forced me to tell that miscgable lie.
(Marie sits on chair completel y overcome)
On, Merie youw don't mow what I have suffered these many years.
(Aindrey up on the stairs)
The Count: Marie our fate lies with you.

Andrey
[Coming down the steirs)
Ah, Duchess, 1 found fthe Cpera wery tirescme, indeed.

(Marie X's over R.- Duchéss over L. heart-broken)
Duchess, a little while ago I asked your daughter to become my
wife, she was not quite decided in her answer, perhaps she
wished to consult you?

(Down C)

Marie
(Lith effort)
Count, my mother has told me all, My hend is the price of your
silence/
(Count bows)
Porhaps money would satisfy you?

And rey
Marie, you insult me,

Marie
Insult you! Count , Mog jeska, since you insist, here is my hand;
I will be your wife but I can never love, no, nor even resypect
you
(Count kisses her hand, Marie shudders— laugh up stairs’
and from top-of stairs, the Duke appears followed by ladam
Posta, Werra, then Vliadimir- Andrey X's over L.- Duchess
up R. §. - Marie down R.)

Duke
(On steirs)
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(Dowm near the bottom)

Madam
(On stairs)
It . wés.simply. divine.

errs
(On stairs)

I thcuéht it beastly. I couldn't understand a word.
(111 laugh)

Duchess
(Who has been up stage during the scene of Marie and
Andrey, comes down c)
While you were enjoying the scene of the Opera, I was enjoying
a 8till prettier scene.

Duke
Indeed! Whet wss it?

werra
Tell us, by all means,
(Viedimir at bottom of stairs)

Duchess

I have the honor to snnounce my dsughter's engegement to Count
Nod jeska,

(Andrey over L. - 2ll express surprise)

Vliadimir
To Count Modjesk:!
(Dumb~founded - the xing down to Marie)
Marie, Speak is this true?

Marie
(With effort)
Yes, why not?

Vliesdimir |
Why not! Have you forgotten your promise? IMarie, look!
(Places hand in lapel of coat, showing rose)

Marie
(Purms, sees it)

lMerely a toueh of romenee, I mow realize that this is the age
of realigm.

Vladimir
Realismi Realismi _  You say this to me?

. Marie
(With grest effort)
Yes,
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Vliadimir

You are right, this is the 282, of realism, and now I reelize what
a romantic fool I have been, for while I worked, toiled, slaved
te &im &t higher-things than _wordly réalism, you plun"ed yourself
in'a'whirlpool of rlesasure, and now you 1augh at the romantia fool
who believes in virtue and in God. From this moment, to me, the
world is changed, I1'1ll laugh when the world laughs, and look up on
women 28 th rezll¥ re, and not the idols that I pictured, for
that ?ns myth, a myth, & vain, foolish myth, a dream,a dream, &
dre&ms,

(Backir during the sgpaah maki exit through the curtains

under t stalrwa aase- all dumbfounded at the sudden

turn of af ‘airs)

| Duke
(Going over to Marie)
Marie, are you sure you love the Count more than Vliadimir?

| Marie
Yes, father, quite sure.

Duke
Poor Vladimir, poor bday.
( /Goes up stage R)

Duchess
(At C)
Count, escort Mzrie to our box,

Andrey
With pleasure.
?King over to Marie)
This is the proudest moment of my life.

Marie
But not of mine,

! (Looks -hatefnlly &t him, then steadies herself, tekes
his erm, walks up . stairs with hit and off R. followed
by Duchess--Madam is about to follow them, as she starts
to go up stairs) '

Werra
Madamd |
(With gesture as if to wait)
Duke
(Over R)
Posta

lPosta Xla 46 Hin)
What do you think of this affair?

Poste
Phinkl. 1 think it's a damn shame.
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Duke
So do I. Let's find Vliadimir.,
(They exit R. IE.- Werra follows them down toward R.C.
Madam by this time is L.C.)

Werre
What is the meaning of all this engagemunt business? Not ten
minutes ago She told me that she loved Vliadimir, I turm my bsack
and presto change she 1s engaged to the Count.

Msdam | |
The Count Torced the Dduchess into this alliance, he threatened
& court scandal. I suppose karie has sacerified herself.

Verrsa
©Oh, the monster.
(Going down R. then turning)
I wish I could put a2 dynamite bomb under him and blow him to

Madam
Baroness)
(At T.0.)

Werra
Ohy, i don’ticare,
(Xing L) |
Just let me cateh hold "of that Judas. Oh, the villaini Won't
I pepperhinm.

Mad am
(R.C.)
What do you meen?

Werra
You must confess to the Duchess that her daughter is dead. That
Marie is not his half sister, that she can marry him a thousand
times over if she likes. . Do you hear?

Madam

But I have no longer the documents that prove llarie is a foundling
Verra

Where are they?
Madam

The Count has them. He beggedme to let him exomine the documen’cs
and then refused to return them.

7y Werrs
Hiss he destroyed them?
Madam
No called yesterday at his gpartments and I noticed the docu-

| mae;q:'l;f in hi eak.
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werra
Then we must get them,

Madam
Yes, but how?

verra

Wait & moment! Vait & moment!

(Going L. in deep thought Madam follows her)
Don't bother me. I hsve it. The Count has several timeg tried
to'\flirt with me on the sly, 4in pudlic, he dghores mes (As soon
as 1" get-a chance I will " flirt with hi’i, and I"11l manage it Sso
that will vist his rooms to-morrow afternoocn alone.

Madam
Alones And would you go?
(R.C.)

Wlerra
Would 1?  To get these papers- yes,  VWhen I am inside; you send
a letbter-by ' a servant-reguesting him to come at ‘once to the
Duchess. Watch him leave the house and then come in yourself.
We will send his vslet away under some pretext, then open the
desk, with an assortment of keys which I shall procure, and if
they don't fit, we!ll bregck it open.

Madam
fou are a clever girl, Barcness,

werrs
I was bom without,cash but blessed with a few brain,cells,

Madsanm
Shall we confide in your husband?
(Re C,)
.Werra

Nol/ Noi  He ecan't keep his mouth shut for five minutes, he was
born talking. .

Mad am |
but the Count to avenge himself will betray the Duchess sceret,
and create @ scandal.

Werra
No he wonlt. Once we hawe those papers, I'll tell him that if
he utters a single word I'll brand him as 2 blec:.mailer of women

and at the same time, disgrace him before the officers of his
reginent by giving him the worst horse whipping a dog ever got.

‘ | Madam
Would you?

Werra
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(Over L. - enter Count =t top of stairs)

Madam
shill The Count!

Werrs
(Whi Spers )
leave me alone with him,
(Madem goes over R. Turns- Andrey bows to her- he comes
down goes to L. and Madam exits upstairs)
Now I must make love to thot scoundrel.

Andrey
Baron?sq.c} have received meny congratulations
At .
on my engag ment to Marie, but not yours. Msy I ask why?
Werra
(X's R.| poutingly)
Because 1'm jeslous.
And rey
Jealous?
(C)
Werra
YeSe
(Over L. of table)
Andrey

And why? It isn't possible that you ever-cared for me.

Werre
(Turns on him)
If you were not a fool you could have seen it.

Andrey
I always thought you hated me.

(C)

Werra

Vhere were your eyes? 1 only'aadepted that position in Univorsity

to be near you., Hate you: Indeed, if I hated you, would I have
kept ?hat 33cret regarding Vledimir?
Le Co

| | Andrey
Hush, Werra, not so loud. |
(Looking &around)

Werra

IOh ngin.t h?lp it.
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You can't crush ones heart u2nd ask her to remuain silent.

Andrey
But, my dear Werra,-
(Eegitating)
We'll talk ¥hais matter over later.

Werrsa
Count Mod jeska, you can't spring any "I'1l see you later" gags
on me. |

Andrey
But, 'u'EJerraj what can I do? We can't talk this matter over here.
L.Coe
Vierra

There's my address.
(Gives gard)
Call eny time when Posta is not at home.

Andrey
No, no, that woud never do. You sometimes come to the city
do you not?

Werra
Yes, occasionally I do a little shopping.
Andrey
When is your next shopping day?
_ Werrs
To-morrow.
Andrey
Tomorrowe: Where--where cun we meet. You are well known, so am
| i
Werra

Fear not for me. I always wear & heevy veil when I go shop ing,
and the man that could lcok through that must have an X-ray.

Andrey

Werra, yoiu are alwasy jolly, and I like you. .Call [at my apart-

Werra
You are not trifling with my affections.

Andrey
Trifling, fotr from it--my card,
(Gives it)
With my address. 1'l1l be there.

I\ J' e, e, .. " o ‘\J.II -; Ny - r i N\ I.- J . ' F : ., .' § F - r."
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werra
Hste
(Enter Posta R 3E. he notices Werra rut the card in
her bosom)
Posta
Werra, 1'm surprised!

tXing over between them)

Andrey il
Why, Fostz, you gct as) though gou were jeslous about something.

Posta
No, I'm not jealous, don't you flastter yourself,

(C)

Andrey
(Laughs)
That's right my boy, you have no.cause to be.
(Going up the stoirs)
You have & very charming young wife and I think you are exceeding-

ly well mated.
(Bxit Re top of stairs)

. Posts
(Looking after him)
You mind your own business.
(Down to Werra)

Werraz wg ? did you hide s0 hastily as I came in?
ReCo

Werra
(L.C.)
Vhy, you silly boy, it wes my handkerchief.
Posta
It wes not your handkerchief. It looked like a lettér or card.
Werra
(Haughtlly)
Baron! You've bLeen drinking.
| Posta
No, I have not, end I want to kmow what it was,
Werra
How dare you doubt me?
(L.C.)
. | Posta

If you won't answer me, I1'1l1l go and get intoxicated.

Werra

do, and come home urunk you '11l_know what you/ 1l get.
3 ,w Bus mm muscle) S



Posta
Oh pshaw.
(Sings part of sny college song, exit R. IE)

Werra

Well, this looks as though it would end in a mess,

(Takes out card)
Count Andrey Llod jeska,

(Leughs, holding up card and going up the stairs)
Soft, soft as butter. Umphs  Posta suspécts.

(Stoops ‘down behind railing of stairs dnd pretends

to put it in her stocking. <The Duke enters from

under the stairs, looks around and sits on chair right

of small table up back)
Duke

I wonder where Vladimir is? Poor fellow, he has my sympatay.

(He sits. Werra, who is up above him on the stairs, stoops

over to see how it is, discovers that it is the - Duke,

takes her slipper in hand @nd &8 the Duke is sitting, re=-
fleeting on the events that have pgused, Verra takes de-
liberate aim with her slipver and Throws it at the Duke,
he jumps from chair with a bound, goes down K. with hands
above head for protection, he turns and discovers Werrsa

leaning over steps smiling)

Duke
Why, Baroness! What does this mean?

Werra
[Rolitely)
My slipper, pleage.

Duke
Yes, I see it; but how did it get down here?

Werrs

A ‘mos quito bit me-on ‘the ankle. I tried %o ahnke it offand my

gslipper flew a2long with it.

Duke
(Picking up slipper)

I don't see any wings on ite Permit me to return to the adorable

Cinderella, her magic slippers
(Tries to give it to her, but she is up too high)

Werre
Oh, Romeo: Romeol My bald head Romeo.
(with moek pathos)

Duke
(Same spirit)
Ahl It is the yeast and Juliet is the sun.:

{,{_ ) '\ | ataldirlaleaMYalla A ldalEdalea e
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werra
Ah me!
(Strikes pose and sighs)
Duke

She spezks. 0, speak agein, bright angel.
?Werra sighsg
She speaks, yet she seays nothing.
Turning and going down R)

Werre
Stay! Stays My Komeo, do not desert me now, they Juliet has-
ohis s

Duke
(Turns)
What has my Juliet?

Vierra
A pein, I stepped on & tack, Ohi oh: Ch.
(Limping down the stairs)

Duke
(Turning down R. with mock emotion)
Ahl My Juliet has a pain, a pain -

Werra
(Down on stage over L. and standing on one foot)
Say, are.you going to keep me standing here =211 night on one
foot like a rooster?

Duke
But what can I do?%

Werra
What do they do when they find & nail in a horses hoaf - they
pull it out don't they?
' (Hopping toward chair L)

: Duke
I beg your pardon.
(Bowing)
Sit right there.
(Duke has Verra's Bhoe in his hand. Werrs sits and the
Duke kneels beside her, takes her foot, examines it)
There's no tack there.

: werra \
Yes, there is, look again, Whoui You tickle me.
(Leughs, Znter Postz up C, Under stairway, catches Dule
exemining ais wife's foot)

Duke
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Posta
(Comes down between them)
No, but beg mine you o0ld rascaly Siyr! This is an outrage.
What do you mean?

| Duke
(Backing in grest surprise) _
What do I mean? Why, Baron, I ¢an explaine

Posta
Scoundrel! sxplain if you can. You hold evidence against your-
self in your own-hend.

Duke
But my dear Baron.
(R.C.)

Postsa
Silence! If you were not an old man, I'd challenge you to a
duel. As for you, ladesme, from the moment that you had that
card, I suspected you, now I see I wes right, and not only one
man, but two.

errsa
(RiBiﬂg)
But my Garling.

Posta
Don't darling me. I shsall never see¢ you again until we meet in
a divorce court.

(Runs up the stairs) . _
Remember, inia divorce court, in a diverce court,

(Exit)
Werra
In & divorce court, and he intends to make me a widow, yes,
(Dramatically)
and it's all your fault.
Duke
My fault! Mine:
(R, C.)
Werra

Yes, Youra; wive me that slipper and let me go.
She taskes slipper from Duke's hand, X's over R. to couch)

I hate you you 0ld bald<headed masher.
(Sitting on g¢ouch R. putting on slipper)
- Duke .
Masher! Masher! Why, what do you mean by that word?
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Werra
I mean that you tried to flirt with me on the staircase.
Didn't you call me your Cinderella?
Xing to hi. and then with emotion)
Ohj Postal,. Pestal ! Illoved you 80.much und now, ohl . Ohs
(Steggers and about to fall in faint, and the Duke
catches her 2t centre)

Duke

Good heavens, she's fainted.
(Enter Posts and Minister of Poli¢a at top of stairs, they
are gbout to go down wnen Foste sees the Duke with hisg wife
in his arms, immediately the idea flashes on his mind that
here is actunrl evidence, he turns around to the Minister
with gestures and pantomine of "there, what did I tell you,”
this is kept up until the eudience fully takes in the situutio
and then they exit. Woe begone expressions on the Duke's

| face. Sheskes her a couple of time

Werra! Verra! Baroness! Oh, where are those confounded at-

tendants,
(He shakes her agein and Werra is still limp, he finally
drags her over to seat or couch R. tries to ma e her sit
up, he inagines he has succeeded and starts to look for
att cndants and as he gets C. Werrs has lost her balance
and the Duke rushes to her 2id just in time to prevent her
falling on the floor)

Not a soul anywhere.
(He belances her agein and once more starts to look for the
attendants, this time Werras falls facc downward on sofa, the
Duke Mastens to her side, 1ifts her up)

Heaven's she'll suffocate.

(Mekes her sit up again, end finally he sits with his back

to her; Werra opens her eyes cnd moves a4 little, and the
Duke rises)

Ah: She's reviving, thank the Lord.

Werra

(Who has been feigning all the timse, partially revives)
Vhere---where am 1%

(The Duke has risen and is on her L. She observes him)
Oh, 1it's you, is 1€%

(She follows him and he retreats)
It's all your fault, you have separceted me from my husband, you
ou-
4 At C faintsagain and the Duke once more catches her)

Duke
Ch, Lord!

(He looks around in ageny for help, sces it is no use and

tries to drag her over to couch again, he camn't do it, he=-

gitates and then boldly 1ifts her in his arms-meantime Werra

on coming to has taken her ftrein in her hand, and by doing

so it is out of the way when Luke raises her in this scene.

The Duke staggers under her weight and starts for staircase,
_ a8 he doe? 80, Posta comes down and they meet at bottom of

i w1 S
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Posta
Ch, you old piratel It's all your fault; wait on her, that's righ
teke her in your arms; oh, this beautiful evidence, 1'll see my
lawyer, I'll see him at once.
(Postas exits 1.J3E Duke in meantime hsl 1n% Werra up and
looking at Posta &as if te ask help, s Werrn up to the
middle of stairs, as she reaches tLu¢e she stands on her |
feet, turns around to Duke)

Werra -

Thankg, Duke, you are awfully kind. Ta ta.
(Waves her hand and exits laughing)
)Duke looks at her in amszement psauses)

Duke
(In disgust)
OCh, helll
(Boes down stairs)
That girl is & vixen,
7Mbpping his brow)
That's the btoughest time I've had since the war,
(Bxit L. 2E)
(Music)

Marie
(inters from head of stairs)
I cannot stay within and hear their songs of love while my heart
is slowly bresking.
(Down steps, and going over near tseble L)
Oh, Vledimir, Vladimir.

Vlad imir

(Who has entered under stairs, pale and agitated)
Who called my name?

(Looks and discovers Msrie, the moment she sees

Vlaedimir, she starts for the stairsagain slowly, he

intercepts her)
Stay, Marie, T had to see you once gain, it seems as though I
hed Some horrible dream, and yet--tell me, Marie, do you really
love the Count Mod jeska? ©OSpeak! Answer me?

Marie
(At teble L)
YeSe.
(With effort)
Vladimir
But not an hour ago, you swore that you loved me.
larie

I did. But my mother made me realize the folly of such a step.

Vliadimir
Folly, £olly:_ That is what you call it?



Marie | by
Viadimir, my fortune demands thet I merry s man of rank, 1

Vledimir
Rank! Then it is the title that you marry and not the man?
Marie
Title ti*le only.
(L.c
Vlisdimir

My God! And you say this to me, you, Marie: Is heart nothihg,
affec?%pn ?otning, soul nothlnb, but title 2117
c

Marie
(With effort)
Oh: I can endure this no longer. Good bye, Vliadimir.
(0ffers her hond)

Vliadimir
Viadimir! “here is no such man. Vladimir, the man who loved
you with 211 his heart and soul is dead, snd in his place there
stands 2 being sbsolutely souless. Go.
{Marie looks at him, and then slowly goes up the stairs,
Vledimir X's over L. his eye still on Marie as she
approaches near the top of the steirs, he tums around,
Tacing audience, Marie throws & kKiss ¥o him, Vladimir
takes rose from button hole and crushes it to pieces,
Marie observes this and exits with a sigh of regret,
Vladimir sits in chair R. of table over L. in deep thought
and profoundly stirred)
The Nihilists are right: -A1ll titles should be destroyed. The
velil has been rent asunder and the angels of aristocracy are
but palnted spectres, grasping for titles and for gold.
(Gregor; enter R. IE full evening dress, at same time Karol
enters ﬁ: % and goes down to L. IE)

Gregory

Why Vledimir old boy: WVelcome!
(Viedimir X's %o him and both shake hands at C)
What are you doing here tonight?

Vliadimir
Gregory.
(Observes Karol)
Who is thet man?
Gregory

An attache and g friend of mine.

Vladimir
Friend enough t be trusted- in all things? In all, remember?

| Gregory
5 e17.
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_ Vliadimir
Are you s8till a Nihilist?
| {Kerol starts over R. a trifle)

Gregory
(Pause)

ies, ' .
(Karol starts up stage to watch)

Vlaedimir
Posta and Count Ilod jeska?

. | Gregory
Pogta, has withdrawn honorably, Modjeske, is a traitor. Why do
you ask?
1 Vliadimir
Because, I now believe in Nihilism.
(ling L) |
| Gregory
What has changed your views?
(R.C.)
Vledimir

The curséd'aristocracy which fills this building to-night. &
wish to join your Brotherhood.
- {Xing to C)

| | Gregory
I'11 take you at your word, know you mean ift.
(Shakes hands with Vladimir)
Karol- a brother worker. | |
| (Karol comes down L. and shakes hands with Vliadimir)
Qur work begins to-night.

e Vliadimir
To-night. So much the better.

. Gregory
The Gzar will soon be here. This part of the Opera House is
unprotected, Xarol alone keeps watch. There is a fuse under
the railing of those stairs. .
(Rarol points-Gregory up C)

The moment iT strikes that piller a2t the top of the stairs,
(Pointing up R. 3E) |
which is filled with gun cotton and dynamite, it will wreck
this part of the building, and at the same time explode under

the royal box,

Viadimir
But why bother with the fuse, why not light the powdex direct
at the piller bove? rec

(C) :
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Gregory = )
To giYe th? men who lights the fuse a chance to escape.
R.C.
Xarol

(On stairs, low and intense)
No chance at all.
(Bugle heard off L)

The Czar

Vliadimir -
Will he come this way?

Larol

No, look.

(Vigdimir goes up on stairs)
He is crossing the corridor and will go to the opera by the pri-
vate staircase, '

Vliadimir
Whose duty is it to light the fuse?
(On stairs)
Gregory
(Over R)

2

These dice will decide.
(Karol goes down L. of table, Gregory goes R. of table L.

and Vladimir C. of table, Gregory ftakes dice from pocket
and throws)
Twelve!

(Karol takes dice amd throws)

KBrél ,

Fourteen. | .
Grego:y

It's mine. .
Vliadimir

No, no, not yours, but mine.

Karol and Gregory
Yoursa |

-~ Vlsdimir
Yes., | -
- (To Gregory)
You have a sister and must live, I have no one and will die
glad1¥.) What is the signal?
C

L]

Karol
Hait 2 moment.

(Darts up stage on stairs, looks off left)
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' Gregory
You will hear a bugle cally on the third call 11ght the fuse.
G’O Od_bye ®
(Extends hand, Vladimir takes it)

Vliadimir
Good bye, This night will end it =all.

Rarol
| (Comes down L. of Vliadimir)
You are brave. But you understand that the men who lights the
fuse must perish with the rest.

Vliadimir
Yes, yes I know---1'1l1l do ift.

Karol
Good-bye.
(Xing to L. IE) |
Remember, at the third call of the bugle.

Vledimir

It shall be ‘done on the third call. |

gKarol exits L. IE Vladimir goes up on stairs, looks off
R. ZB
Open wide your ears, listen attentively to every note, you are
lisftening to your dlrge.

(Bugle call away in the distance)
The first: I am resolvedes It must be done,

(Down from stairs)
. To perdition with the aristocracy who laugn at the nameless poor.
To-night, I and the devil will laugh, and we will all laugh as
we reel through space to find the grave-~the grave. ©Oh, larie,
Mariel

(Xing over extreme R)

Duchess
(Enter at top of stairs)
Oh, this punishment is more than .I can bear, but I brought it
on mnmyself, upon myself, | -.

(Sees’VIadimir)
Vladlml re

(Goes down to C)
Vladlmlr are you angry  with me?

- Vladimir
Angry. What right has en outcast to be angry with a Duchessi
{; (Xing L) - - o~
Duchess

_I.came‘to offer sympathy.
(RCCI) | y
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. - V].Edi‘mir
I want no sympathy, 1 want lMarie.
(At L.
Duchess
My boy, it cannot be.
Vliadimir

Indeed:
| (Xing to her)

Then why did you bring me up with her, teach me to love her, and

now, when the gates,o% Paradise zre open for me to enter, you
come and close them and all because I have no title.

(Xing Lo
=, ' Duchess
No, no,)not that, you wrong me.,
| \C

Vladimir
Perhaps it was my mother's crime that moved you. OSpeak, was that
the reason?

| Duchess
(Gasps )
YG'S, it WS . -
| (Bugle call heard)
' Vliadimir

Then let me tell you, Duchess, that nature will not let the son
stand idly by and hear his mother slandered. The charges that
you made against her, failed to pierce my heart, and as this IS
our lsst meeting on earth, let me tell you, Duchess Alexis, that
you have lied to me, that you have lied., -

| Duc hess
Oh, Vladimir, you don't know what you are saying.
(Back off stage  the Pilgrims chmrus from Tannhauser is
“heard if desired. Bugle call)

Viadimir

" The third. Now, Duchess Alexis, I shall blow the RuSsian aristo=—

i

eracy to atoms and send them all to Hell. - -
(Darts over to L. 2E. takes the single caondle and swinging
around to R. the candle goes out, then going up stairs, he
takes the small candelabra with 4 or 5 lighted candles in
his hand, the Duchess meantime X's over L. after him and
as he swings around up stage)

| i Duchess
No, no, my boy, not that, not that.
(Over L. back of table)

- Vlaedimir
(Wildly) - "

-

*
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Vliadimir . |

Now, Duchess Alexis, I shall illuminate St. Petersburg with the

grantest display of fireworks, that the world has ever geen.
(Starts the fuse)

Duchess
FPor God's sake, don't, don't commit murder.
(Viadimir has touched the fuse under railing of stairs
and it starts)

Vladimir
Too late, too late, it starts.
(Viadimir follows it up stairs and Duchess following
clinging to his arm and trying to get at the fuse)

Duchess
(In desperation) -
"No, no, think of larie.

Vladimir
(Unmindfulof her, watching the burning fuse and keeping
Duchess at arms length)
Yes, I think of her in fhe arms of her lover, laughing at the man
ghe duped. Look gk
(ITn triumph)
It's on itS journey, the journey of death,

: Duchess
For God's s&ke! For your mother's sske.
(Increasing intensity)

| Vladimir
(Angrily) |
I have no mother, she died upon the scaffold a vulgar criminal
and I am her son.

| Duchess
No, no, she was not a criminall! Your mother lives.

Viadimir
Lives! VWhere%
‘ (Up on middle platform)

_ Duchess
Herei! I am your mother.

(The bomb now is very near top piller)

f Vliadimir
My Mother: 1y God! The bomb! '
(Rushes up remaining stairs, and just a2s the fuse ia bout
to reach the piller, he tears it %rom railing and with
burning fuse in hand, turns to his mother who is on centre

-landing with arms out-stretched.) -
Mother! Thank God! Thank Godl '

\
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(Embraces his mother, with burning fuse still in hand, the
orchestra plays ""God save the Czar" snd |

e U R T A LD

(On second curtain, Vliadimir throws burning fuse on
stage and then embraces his mother again)

]

CURTAIN



P

-r,-\.‘..

L}
=
1'"'1!

oY

A




A CT IV

S e.EBER B 2 | Same Scene as'Act Second.

The following evening. A lighted lamp
on table L. - One candelabra and five i
candles burning in room L. 38 - Two dressy
suit ecases on sofa. At rise, knocking |
heard outside by Posta-Pause,

Posta

(Outside) -'
Vladimir: Vladimir.

(Knocking at door)
Vliadimir!

(Door opcns and Posta looks inside)
Not at houe, eh?

(Enters)
Strange. ' g
| Goes down R. observes dress suit cases)

Bverything packed, evidently for a hasty departure. 1'll leave

a note asking him to call. |
(Goes over to table L. and turns up lamp) |

(H? writes, facing sudience. Knoeck heard, ,Posta writes
on :
- Come in. |

| (Knoeking heard) ,

Come in, come in, you infernal blockhead. |
(As he says, "come in’' the Duke enters and hezars the words
"Infernal blockhead"” the Duke stands &t door indignamtly

. Posta after pause, turns around and is surprised to find
. the Duke there, he rises et once, in confusion.)
1 beg your pardon. |

' | Duke

(Angril¥) | o | | 3
Never mingd, came to see Vladimir, but since you are here, may
I ask what you meent by sending this afternoon, a lawyer's letter
in whic@ you name me as one of the witnesses in a divorce suit
afainst your wife? - | | |

| | foata - 4
Idhad a rignt to do so. *

- Duke



Posta
What provoked that interesting situation, in which, I discovered
you and my wife? What made Count lod jeska give her a card, |
which she hastily concezled when she saw me? What made her visit
o locksmith to-day, get an assortment of keys and walk deliberate-
ly to Count llodjeska's apartments? e

, Duke
How the devil should I know? I'm not a detective.,

Posta
I'm convinced of her guilt with Count Modjeska and I - I would
haeve made any sacrifice to have made her happy. Oh, Dukes Duke.
(Sits at table, buries his face in hands. £Enter Werra,
Duke dowm R. confused, he looks at VWerra, she calls him
over the Duke goes quietly over to her, as he gets clese
to her, she straightens up and says sternly)

Werra
Don't ftouch me. |
(Backs away from him, Posta jumps up with a start,
sees Werra, thinks that Duke has insulted his wife)

Poste
(Stemly)
How dare you touch my wife?

"

- h WEeTYrTra
You can't kiss me.
(With moek dndignity)

Duke
Kiss you--why--

Posta
You o0ld scoundrel, you dare insult my wife.,

Duke
(In desperation) , |
Oh, your wife be- blessed. You're crazy the both of you.
(He goes up C. to door, Werrs X's around to R)
You are well matched and mated, and ought to be in a lunatic
asylun. That's my opinior, and frankly expressed.
- (He exits with a2 bang of the door

3 . Posta
That means damn, | s
. {Over L)

o Werra
Yes, a wooden damn.

(R)



Posta

Women, who dare you stand there and smile after breaking my
heaZt. -

| Werrs

I couldn't break your heart--with an axe. What's the matfer
with you any way?

Posta sits down chair L)

(In extreme disgust)
| (Werra X's Over to him, looks a2t him)
Well, can't you say something? Umphi You're a sociable as an
iceberg. Are you going to the Musical this evening®

(Posta turns around indisgust)
Oh, you needn't grunt like a pig. Can't you answer & civil
question, or are you too busy admiring your big feet?

(No answer from Posta)

Oh, you're a horried brute of & man, I shall never speak to you
again, | '
(Stamps foot =nd goes up to door, pauses, looks around,
comes, down a trifle)
I'm sure I won't speak to you for =2 monthi
_ (A little nearer)
I == I == I am guite poztive that I shan't speak to you for a
week. '
(Half erying, turns to go again, then faces him onece more

throws herself at his feet and says passionately)
Ch, Posta, what is the matter?

* | Posta
-Let me alone. You know full well--_

(We§ra places arms around his neek, Posta takes'them
off '

Go and hug Count llod jeska.

werra
Count Mod jeska:

(Thinks a moment, then solves mystery- laughing)
Ch, I see you've been watching me.
(Goes down R)

- Posta
 (Rising)
Yes, 1 have, and to think you could betray me so basely.
iy Werra

Ah, don't be silly; have patience enough-until tomorrow, then
you'll kmow how much I love you. Why, I love you so deeply,
that tf you were to die, I ecouldn't P&Tt'WitE,yO@.

. .Losta -
You dear darling, what would you do?

= Werra
I'd have you stuffed.
 (Posta disgusted)



Pos ta
Stuffed. ‘5
(Goes L, Werrzs follows him)

Werrsa .
Ah, you wouldn't like that would you? Perhaps you would rather
have me preserve you in the ice chest? . |
(Knoek at door)
Come in,
(Knoek still louder)
Come, which will you have, stuffed or the ice chest?
(Posta disgusted, Werrs goes over R. Laughing- kmock
heard again)
Come in:
(An%rlly
er Andrey very much ex01ted)

Posta
(& xcltedly)
Well what do you want here?

Andrey
(C)

I want the documents that your wife stole from my room.

| Posts | i
Whate That nmy wife stole? My wife could never be guilty of
sueh & thing, | |

Werra

Yes, I am. That's why I went there, and you accused me with
being in love with such a blackmailer.

Andrey
(Enraged, stepg forward)
Baroness!
. Posta
Hold oni:
ierra

Let him alone. Posta allow me to settle accounts with this--

this--well, to guote the English poet "God made-him for & men
‘and therefore push him along?" .
(Over R)

Andrey v
£ have no time to waste. I want those stolen documents and I*1ll
return your keys. | |

werrs

I don t want them, they wouldn't fit. Throw them out the window,
.and take a dive youroelf

L]



Andrey i

There are your keys. , : ;
(Throwing them down)
Thoge documents will do-you little goocd. Merie will never

marry Vladimir, the Duchess will never consent, if she does 1
shall betray her secret to her husband and the aristocracy.

Werra
And I will swear that I overheard you threaten the Duchess that
unless she gave you Marie in marriage, you would invent that vile
story and accuse her of it.

, | Andrey
Would(g?u take your oath to such a falsehood?

Werra s

To get you hanged I'd swear to anything.

ot | - Andrey

. What does your hustand say to such a wife?

Werra
(Commandingly) '

Posta, answer him?

Posta

My wife is-an ideal woman, can do no wrong, and I will verify
anything she may say. AN |

(Over L) e
Werra
In other words anything that I say, goes. VWe will now excuse
;_7’011}...l I have the documents and you cannot prove that Vliadimir
is her son.

- | - Andrey
You are mistaken. The Duchess wrote me four letters in which
she repeatedly calls Vladimir her rightful son.
: .\ Werrsa
(Bagerly)
They weren't in the desk.

Andrey
Yes, they were.
(Smiling in triumph, backs up L.)
Werra s
Ohe I could punch my head.
: (Enter Msdame Kramolin in haste, does not observe
Andrey, but on seeing Werra)

L -

Madam

Oh, Baroness! The Duchess and Marie sre coming here snd--
: Sees Andrey and stops) | Lt ? |



Andrey
It's all right. I shall be here too, and unless larie beecomes
my wife, I shall report a court scandal, and what 1s more, prove
itvt -
( (Bows and exits)

Mad am
What does he mean?

Werra
He means- bing- a knock out

, . Posta
Oh, pshawi: How can he ruin the Duchess?

Werrsa

There, there, that's enough, don't ask any silly gquestions, wait
till to-morrow, in the meantime keep your mouth shut. Follow
that rascal, flnd out what he does and then report 0 me. Atfen-
ticn. ForW'rd.march

(Posta salutes, makes turn, marches to door)
"Halt! Left sbout face- forward marchl
| (he mearches to her)
Halt! Kiss me,

(He kisses her)
Kiss again.

(He ki sses her)
Double guick. - |
Nl (Kisses her twice) TS T
Marchi | |

(Posta marches C and off)
That's the sort of a husband to have.

Madam
How cen you be so light hearted?
(Qver R)
Werrs

'gh £ 1 dddn's hgve some fun now snd then I'd have the bicyecle
ever, _

~ Madam
Does the Count know that we have stolen the peper?

Werrsa
Yes, but the documents don't save us, the Duchess wrote hiu

letters ,acknowleding Valdimir as her son and that upsets our
plans. ] |

| | Madam
Whgy's to be done?

| f ; Werra |
Does the Duchess still nelleveiMarié is her daughter?



Madam
Yes.
= Werra
To-night you must tell her it isn't so.
Madam
No, no I dare not.
Werra ;

Then if you won't I will.
(Madam about to remonstrate)

Yes, 1 will,
(Jingling of bells heard outsife)

- Madam
~It's the Duchess: She's coming here to meet Vladimir.
Werra
Detein Marie till I speak to the Duchess alone.
Madam

But you will not show her the documents?

Werra
When the timne comes I'll call you.
(Mad%m exits, lerre tekes out documents and examines
them | - .
This promises to be a lively evening. How it will all end.
_ ?Sighs) - *
The Lord only knows. 62
(Enter Duchess pale snd nervous)
Duchess
Ah, Baroness, Vladimir is not here- I dread to meet him, I feel
that this meeting will be the crisis of our lives.
(Xing L)

| wWerra |
fou must be calm, Duchess, you'll need all your courage to go
through this evening's ordezl.

-Duchess

(Walking about nervously)

I know, I know, I shall never forg:t the look which spread over 1

~his Tace, when I confessed that I was his mother. I'm afreid, thatl
- he despises me. ‘ :

+ (Over L. and sinking in chsir)

&

Werra | , _
Duchess, -is it true that you wrote letters to Count Modjeska.
In which you acknowledged Vladimir as your son? | '

Duchess

e

Yes, Why?

L4




werra .«

Unless you consent to his marrlage with Marie, he means to dis-
grace you by publishing them.

Duchess

(Looks at Werre - bause- overcome with emotion)
I know. Oh, my God.
¥R131ng

-What can 1 do,
(Xing R) :
what can be done~-

| - Werrs
Sshl!! 1 hear some onee.

(Goes to door, opens it, Duchess X's over L. again)
It's Vliadimir, I’ 11 leave yoa alone with him,

(Exits door C)

Duchess

What can I say? Wha’g excuse can I make?
(Sinks in chair :

Oh, Vliadimir! Vliadimird

( Enter Vladimir C. evening dress, long cloak, very pale
onow storm begins outside, he remains for & moment on

threshold, he advances slowly, and after & pause, he
goes down R) . |

Viadimir
Duchess!

Duchess
(Rises with expression of anguish on her face,
in the fact that he has not called her mothen,
slowly to him--he is cold and impassive)
Is there no other name that you could call me?

disappointed
'she turns

Viadimir
Duchess, the very walls have ears and if the world knew of our
relatlonshlp ~
Duchess
(Rising) '
Let them know. I have wronged you long enough, I must now Ppro-
teect you. |

: -qudlmlr‘
1 shall always remain what I have been the caprice of fate has
robbed me of my name, and 1t S iron will eannot be resisted.

Duchess
I'm sorry for you, Vlisdimir, I'm sorry for Mﬁrle.

w
il T NS T




Vladimir
It was & erushing blow. -
 (Knoek at door).
Who's there?
' Gregory
(Qutside)
Gregory.
| Vlsdimir
Come in.
Gregory

(Entere pale and excited, comes down C) |
I come to warn you, the plot has been discovered, the half

' burned fuse was found, Karol was arrested, he swore that Count
Mod jeska set the fuse and then fearing torture, committed sulclde.

Vladimir
Do they suspect us?
(Over R) |
| | Gregory | |
No,only Count Ilod jeska and me. I must depart at.once, but have
no fear, I will never betray you. '

Vliadimir
Have you any funds?
s Gregory
Enough to see me across the border.
| ¥ladimir
Wait & moment.
(Exits R IE)
| Duchess
How did you obtain passports? |
Gregory s

I secured them long ago in case of emergency.

Duchess
Give me your hsnd. |

(He does so) , 3 _
I saved your life once. Promise me to abandon Nihilism tho'! the

catusee be just, to assassinate is & crime, promise me?
ar Gregory
I promise, 3PN
(Bows, enter Vlséimir, with = purse)

Hére (kake this ne; ANl E
’(aregory ac%fngyés thoughrefusing it)




D

You must - go to Berlin, I will meet you there next mon Th.

Duchess
(In surprise)
yous ¥ |

Vladimir
Yes, good bye, Gregory.
Shake shands with him, Gregory goes to door)

4!

| Gregory
(Turns at door) -
Good bye, now for a new land and & new life.

| Duchess
Are you g31n§ away t007%
(Over L |

Viadimir
Yes, I have obtained a leave of absence and will go abroad.

buchess
Forhow long?%
_ , Viadimir
Perhaps forever. |
Duchess

But why, why?
(Vlisdimir hesitsates)
Is it on account of larie?

Vliadimir
Yes. For although she is my helf sister, God forgive me, 1
love her still.

. Duchess
(horrified)
Oh, Vliadimir.

(Going to L. and sxnklng in chair)

Vladimir

Yes, mother, 1 cannot help it, the thought o:f;‘ Marie becoming
Count Modwesk 's wife drives me frantic.

(Duchess bows head on table, showing by her nands, _ner 5‘1‘883
agitation, Marie enters softly up back and goes déwrni R)

Rothér, we must part at once. =
(Duchess extends M ght hand)
Say good bye to.Marle:for me and tell her that TI-

(Vliedimir turns z2nd discovers Marie. Verra enters)
Marie

Tou were going away and did npt even intend to see me.
(Madam enters, X's down R) - -

L]
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Werre
Don't worry, Marie, he'll not go away, at least not yet.

(C)

¥

3 Duchess
: (Rising and turning)
What do you mean?®

(L)

Werra
You know that I'm & plain blunt woman,

(AndraJ appears in door)
I don't waste much words, but 1 get to the point, thﬁrbefe

- prepare yourself for a shock. You believe that Marie is
related to Vledimir, but it's not so.

| Duchess
Not st VWhy c¢hild, this is absurd.

Werra

No, it's not. Madam Kramolin can explain she hasg the documents.
- Your child Marie, was killed by an accident,

Duechess

My Godl

Viadinir
Then there is no obstacle to my marrying Marie?

. Andrey it
(Coming down C) |
Yes there is, & court scandal will prevent it, and these
- letters from the bDuchess, will prove my case,

Vledinir
Then ¥Euca§e the man who holds my mother in your power,
Andrey

(T) _
- Yes, @:d I intend to keep her there.

o | Werra
(To Madam)
'_Help me to find Posts.

(She exits with Madam)

Viadimir v
- GFive ?g)those Tettorge - ¥

2

| ' Andrey |

The-e letters arec not for you nor the Duchess, they are for
the Duke. '

: ( "k | ‘ | | B -

&
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(Xing over R)

- Dugchess |

' Oh, I've endured this agony long enough, I'll not be a coward

any longer, I shall tell him myself. lMarie drive to the Palace

and request the Duke to come here at once. |
(llarie exits C)

Andrey
And Marie, tell the Duke to prepsre himself for a shoek.
. Vliedimir
The D?k? will Bever hear a word from your lying lips.
T |
Andrey
Whet do you mean? -
(R)
Vladimir
(C) s
Mother, leave us.
Duchesgs
No! I have deserted you long enough, I shall remain.
| Vladimir
For the last time, give those letters to the Duchess,
Andrey i s

I told you once before, BO.

. Vliaedimir
Very well. Then I shall take them from you.
(Going up to door, locks it)

Andrey
What are you doing¥?

' . Vliadimir
- You shall never leave this room alive.
(Taking off coat)

_ | Andrey
what do you mesn, murder?

o Vliadimir o
No, not murdgr.

(Taking down sword from wall)

but for insults which you have heaped upon my mother I intend %o
killy you. |

-

e |  Andrey
111 -net.-£fight you. ‘ -

o



Vladimir -

You must fight.

Come

wome n
'(“ndrey takes off coat)

No,

(Throwing down foil to him- over R)
defend yourself. Come, you insulter of defenceless
pick it up, pick it up I say, and fight = man.

Duchess
(Up back at L.C.)

Vliadimir, leave that man to the law, the Duke will soon

be here, and I will explain all.

(At C)

Vledimir

No need of that, Mother, I'!l get thoze letters.

Yladimir, do not stir,.

Is Count Mod jeska within?

Open

" who struzgles with him to secure the papers, he finally does

the fighting is renewed, the moment they start, the knock-  A

(Xing over L. to prepare, Vladimir over L. and Andrey R.
they work around so that' Vladimir gets over R . then he makes

three lunges inquiek succession which are parried by Andrey

then Vlasdimir makes & jumping lunge which pzrried by Andrey,

who immediately takes the offensive and lunges three times at

Vliedimir following it up right away with & jumping lunge,

Vliadinmir successfully parries and makes a thrust at Andrey,

by this time Andrey is over at the table L. and seeing that

he is unable to cope with Vledimir, knocks the lighted

lamp which is upon the table to the floor, it falls with

a crash and all is darkness. The Duchess has followed the

bout eagerly and is centre when lamp falls to sta ge, Vlaedimir |
is dom Re. C. Andrey over L. Back of table) |

-Dudhess

(A11 lights are out, theatre, in entire darkness-pause.
Loud lmoeking heard at door C. again =nd again)

- Minister
(Outside)

(Khocklng heard again)
thédoor: ©Open the door in the name of the Czar.

f?ause)
Duchess who has made ‘her exit into room L. 88 returns

with a lighted candelabra and with the aid of the light

ing continues louder and louder with an occasional "come.
come, open the door" "Open th: door I Say". - The men
move around, Andrey to R and Vladimir Le and they move
cautiously around sgain so that andrey is up stage in direc- |
tion of window, then Vladimir lunges and drives him up into. |
the window, mocks sword from his nhand, Andrey from the start¢;
has kept the letters in his hand , he is grasped by Vladmir

s0 and Andrey loses his balance and topples out through centr
pane of glags into street below, thetsnov storm begds in |
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fu.rlously and as he falls out ‘bhrough window, the Duchess
bacas in horror down R. Vladimir up in the WlﬂdOW’tuInS
in triumph with papers in hand)

Vliadimir
Now, mother, your secret is safe.
(Duchess turns on chandelier from button over L. at fire
place. The door is burst open with a crash, the linister
of Police enters, followed by lMarie who goes over L. and
then the Duke enters and comes down R. of Minister, two
Cossacks at door)

' Minister
Where is Count lodjeska?
(Down R)

s Vledimir
(Coming down Q) |

You'll find him in the street below.
(Minlstbr exits)

| Duke
You have sent for me Duchess, what is the matter?
(Over R)
Dugchess
(Over L)

I sent for you to tell you thate

(In great distress and really unable to telﬁ Vladlmlr .
notices it and comes to her rescue)

Viedimir n |
The Duchess has sent for you, to tell you that at last, she
has consented to my marriasge with lMarie.

(Marie goes into his arms from L. Verra, Posta andlladam
appear in door) ‘

| Duke
Good. I1'm damn glad of it.

(Shekes his hand- Marie already in Vladimir's arms. Con-
o Sratulations all around as the curtain drops)

CURZAILT g
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