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What is a GMO? How sustainable are GMOs?

° A genetically modified organism or “GMO” is any ° Although cost affordable and highly productive, GMOs may not be

organism that has had it's genome altered in an as sustainable to the environment as we believe.

attempt to have the organism do something it ° Studies have found that corn plants who have been genetically

couldn’t before. modified to produce an insecticide called “Bt Toxin” are being

Where can | find GMOs? overly planted (See Figure 2).
. GMOs can be found all throughout the United ° This over planting of plants are causing many corn praying
insects, such as Armyworms, to become immune to Bt Toxin.

States. Since 1994, GMOs have been approved Figure 2: The structure of Bt
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Figure 1: A graph showing the percent of U.S

corn acreage occupied by GMOs between (See sources on next slide)
1996-2014
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