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How to Teach the Class Subject Research Methods in Psychology:
Part Two

Hirokazu YOSHIMURA

Abstract

Continued from our last issue which dealt with experiments and surveys, the author points out
some important problems of the three methods, tests, observations, and interviews, and shows his
own view on each of them in this issue. In the test method chapter, he explains how tests are differ-
ent from surveys, the difficulty to standardize a test, and the importance to construct test battery.
In the observation chapter, problems occurred when the voice and video recording system were in-
troduced, the relationship of participation observation and ethnography, and the characteristics of KJ
Method (Kawakita, 1967, 1986, 1997) are explained. In the interview chapter, he explains the charac-
teristics of the depth interview and the group interview, and explains the procedure of cognitive in-
terviews which are used for crime investigations. In the final chapter, he suggests how to decide the
size of a sample and points out that the term QDA has two different meanings (Qualitative Data
Analysis and Quantitative Descriptive Analysis) in psychology. Lastly, the author comments on stu-

dents’ attitudes when they work on their graduation thesis.
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