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THE ROLE OF
FICTION COURSLS
IN

COLLEGE CURRICULA

This document is & report on o research project
sponsorec through a faculty rescorch grant at lLorehead State
University. The purpose of the proposed study was to survey
the extent to which fiction courses arc included in the
curricula of colleges and universities,; the scope of the
courses, the piace of the courses in the dezartmental and
general education curricula, and the textual and supplemental
materials available and ir use,

The information that provides the basis of this survey
wvas derived from three sources, irst, questionnaires were
sent to the chairmen of English cepartments at one hundeed
colleges and universities;, ranging from the small private
college to the large state university, for those courses in
their departments that are devofed primarily to the study of
fiction, according to the most recent ecition of their collece
catalogzues in the Johnson Camden Library at ..oreheacd State
University. GSeconcd, the catalosuas themselves were studied
for information not incluced in the questionnaire. Third,

the card cateclogue of the Johnson Zlamden Library and other



standard bibliopraphical resources were excnined to cdevelop
the bitliography at the ead of the report,

A search of educational research bulletins and
periodical literature in iInglish and in education <id not
uncover any similar research, either into the role of
fiction courses or into the role of cny other kind of course
in college English curricula. 5Studies have been made of the
total departmental offerings and of the degree progroms,
especially at the gracuate lcvel, but none has been found that
concerned itself with one type of course,

{lo attempt was macde in this survey to cdiscover the
rationale for the inclusion of the course in the offerings of
the institutions or the rationzle for the scope or contents
of the course, Although the results of the survey might lead
to valid conclusions as to the recsons for the inclusion of
the course in the curriculun in mony caces, the problems
involved in collecting such information and in evaluating
it were too extensive for this preliminary survey.

It was originally héved that the project would
include an evaluation of the adequacy of the librory holdings
in several institutions for the courses offerec by those
institutions, but the limitations in bucdget and time imposed
by the conditions of the faculty research program at i.orchead
Ztate University macde any survey of the library holdings of
other institutions impossible, The bibliography is includec,

however, for the use of any institution that wishes to
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evaluate its

-
|

own holdings. ApproxXimat=1ly half of the &olumes

listed in the bibllogrephy are availaile in the Johnso% Canden

Librafy. The bibliography does not include articles iﬁ

nagazines or

scholarly journals; 1t also does not include

study guides or casebooks to any great extent. The works

listed in the bibliography are books and reference workd

devoted primarily to the stucy of fiction. |

I. The Questionnaire

In order to encourage a high percentage of returns of

the questicnnaires, the form was kept as brief os possibla,

The nane of

the institution and the number anc title oﬁ the

. !
individual course was written on the top of each questﬁonnaire,

s I
which was sent to the department chairman with a cover letter

requesting that he pass it on to the faculty member teaching

the course,

326 courses.

represents a return of about sixty per ecent of the questionnaires,

The

1,

2,

3.

Se

Questionnaires were sent to 100 institutions for

Uf this number, 195 replies were recelved, This

! I
questionnaire asked for the following information.

iiow many stucents enroll each time the course is

How often is the course offereqd?

offered? :
liow many novels are included in the syllabqs?
Are both short stories and novels included?

Are study muildes,; casebooks; or critical a%thologies

used? . If s0,; what?

6o

Is any textbook other than novels,; short story




anthologies, casebooks; criticel antholozids, or
study guicdes used? If so, vhat?

In a few cases the information supplied by the'
instructor was not that which the question was designeg to
elicit., For instance; two instructors indicated the number
of times per week that the class meets rather than the‘ﬁumber
of times per year thes course i5 offered. ¥For tha mostzpart,
however, the answers providad the information degired.' Lany
of the instructors sent back a copy of the course syllgbus

or provided supplementary information about the course; such

ag a list of the novels included in the course,

II. Catalogue Information

Additional information about 266 courses was derived
from the catalogues of the schools in which the courses were
taught. In the case of sixty courses, catalogue information
was not available, either bescause the catalogue dicd nothing
more then list the course, or because the course had been changed
between tiie time the catalegue was issued and the time Ehe
questionnaire was returned, or because the catalogue itself
was not available in the Johnson Camden Library at the %tme
the catalogue information was being gathered, several mpnths

after the mailing of the first gquestionncires.

[
The following information was tcken from the cotalogues,




1. Scope of course.
as IS the content of the course restricted to any

national or geogirarhical literature?

b, Is the content of the course restricted to any
chronological period? E
2. Place in general education curriculum. i
a. Is the course required of all students?
b, Is the course one of a sequence of courses,

one or more of which is required 6f all

students?

¢« Is the course an elective?
3. Place in the departmental major and/or are?
of speclalization. }
a, Is the course required of all majors? |
be Is the course one of a sequence of courses,
one or more of which is required of all majors?
¢« 1Is the course an elective in the major?
4, Place in the departmental minor. !
as Is the course required of all minors?
b, Is the course one of a sequence of courses;
one or more of which is required of ali minors?

Cco Is the course an elective in the minor?
]

5. Does the course include short stories only% novels

only, or both? j
Guestion five asks for the same information thgt

the fourth question on the questionnaire asked for, In most

cases the answers agreed with each other; except that several



courses in the short story include one or more novels,

3
according to the information provided by the instructor}

The statistics in this survey, then; are based fn

. !
questionnaires returned from the instructors of 195 courses

and catalobue information about 266 courses. Information both

from questionnaires and from catalogues was available fFr 152
|

courses; the total number of courses about which information

is included is 309.

I1I. Enrollment

. |
The first two questions on the questionnalre were
designed to reveal the enrcollment data for each course,

Although the questionnaire did not ask for the number of

!
sections of each course and the number of students per .

section, this information was also furnished by some iqstructors,
In most cases, one section of the course is offered once each
year, In Table A; a course offered once every two years is
indicated by %. Unless the regponse indicated that the course

is offered in summer school, it was assumed that "every semester™

means twice a year and “every quarter" means three times a year.

in Table B the number of -Students énrolling in the
course each time it is offered 1s:tabulated. isost of the

courses had enrollmehite of less than 65, But the existgnce of
i

ceveral very large onrollments made. necessary the use of larger

S

groupings for those courses with enrollments above one hundred.

in table 3 some of the zroups have a range of 10, some 30; and

some 100,




TABLE A

FREQUENCY OF CCURSE OFFERING ) .

Times per Iumber of
year coursss
% 19
1 115
2 43
3 13 :
4 3 '
no answer 2

3y multiplying the frequency of offering for each
course by its average enrollment, the annucl enrollment| was

derived. The annual enrollment in most cases is less than

100, but again the existence of several large classes made
necessary the use of various size groupings in Table C.

based on the information in Table C, the total annual
enrollment for the 192 courses for which numbers were p%ovided
is slightly more than 16,000, If the enrollment in the| other
courses for which replies were not received is comparabﬁe for
that in the courses for which information is available,ithe
total annual enrollment in fiction courses in the one hundred

ipstitutions surveyed is slightly more than 27,200, an Pverage
I

or 272 per iastitution. However, tweo courses account for nearly

3000 of the 16,000 students enrolled in the 192 courses| tabulated,

50 the number enrolled in the 100 institutions may not be as

high as 27,200,

W



TABLE B

ENROLIMENT PER OFFERING

Enrollment

0~5
G=-13
16-25
26=-33
36-45
45=55

36-65

76=-85
8695
26-105
106-13%
136~1G5
166-195
196-225
226-325
326-425
4626525
526-0625

no ansyer

“umber of
courses

1
19
31
41
32

10
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IV.

TABLE C

ANNUAL EYROLLMENT

Enrollment

0-25
26-55
56=-85
86-115
116-1435
146-175
176-205
206-245
245-345
3466-445
446=545
546-645
646-745
746-8L5
846-245
946-1045
10461745

1746-184%2

tumber of ilovels Read

In answer to question 5, the instructors of 1& courses

iumber of
courses

61
&6
20
15
10

3

&




o |
I
|
indicated that they used short stories only in the courge,

the instructors of 128 courses incicated that they used novels
only; and the instructors of 49 courses indicated that thevy
used both novels and short stories. Although one might 'assume
that the number of novels would be smaller for those co&rses
in which both novels and short stories are studied, man& of
the combination short story cnd novel courses include eight

or more novels, and one includes sixteen novels, In one

casgse the jinstructor gave the number of novels included in

the syllabus, including thosd read individually by stuants;
in most cases,; however, the instructor opparently correbtly
judged that the intent of question & was to elicit the pumber

of novels to be studied by all the students in the class

V. Supplementcry Texts

Questions 5 and 6 vere desipgned to discover whether
any texts were used in the course other than the short stories
and novels themselves, The possible supplementary texts vere
divided into those that deal with specific worksd (queséion 53
study guides; casebooks, or critical anthologies) and those
that deal with fiction on o broader basis (question §).

Table E lists the onswers to questions 5 and 6,

Apparently some confusion resulted from the wording

|

of the question, for some instructors listed in one category

texts that should have been liste¢ in the other. Thz humber

i
of courses ‘for which no supplementary texts of either kind are



TABLE D

NUMBER OF NOVLLS READ

umber of
novels

0

1

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
"yaries"®

Ytwice the enrdllment®

Bumber of
coursas

1

3

12
28
31
32
14

19

11
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TABLE E

SUPPLEMENTARY TEATS

Question Quaestion
Yes 469 53
o 142 140
Sometimes 2 2 i
Ko Answer 2 0

used is 1053 &7 courses use some kind of text other than
short stories and novels. The following list of texts includes
those namned in answer to both questions.

Allen, .Jalter, The #nglish liovel,

Allen, ‘alter, The :.odern .ovel in Pngland and America

4

|

|
Allen, ‘lalter, istory of the iovel,

I

.

vaker, History of the i‘ovel,

Tooth, .layne; 2hetoric of Fiction.

3rooks & Ularren, The Scope of Fiction.

3rooks (: {larresn;, Understonding Fiction. i

Buckley, idinor Classics of .linsteenth Century Firction.

Buckner, .lovels in the t.aking,

Calderwood ond Tolliver, Perspectives of fiction,

Chase, The American liovel and Its Tradition (Morton Critical

Edition)n

Davis, The lovel: liodern issays in Criticism,

I
Cowle, Rige of the /merican ijovel.
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Donovam,  Tae Yzeoing Vision.

SazEmon, & Sgide o the mvel.

w

"y

“ion: A Critical Colleccion,
= — |

- T e [ mim . em AL .
Jdomes A TIGIITTY 5 .’..,;a L t‘hf. AN a’s"l .
. s S e S e i Cannd T

Joyce, James,; Zortroilk of the irtist,

vork, Guide to the fontemporary kmslish flevel.

.

Rorl andé Mogolamer, 4 t=adér's {(uide to.Sreat. T
|7h\'ale ' '

-\-!a.‘ll...‘.x \l

-

Kebtle, Arthur, Introduction ge the B zligh lovel.

e

Langiaw:. The Yictorian Age.

weavis, The Great Tradition.

Litz, jodern Americawn Jictiou.

Tiafmy? ioir~h, Tha wmelizh o]
mewdpiongh, Tog antdish . oved.

Winoy, Ltephen; hiee fanxel.

aadeh, Snoet Fiction % iy Teatury.

ilgengs, iscer

01

izer, Donald;
r?.i?i‘&‘}?lCu-ﬂ

JAn Hineteenth Centuxy

Senoler, lobart, L3ur)naonng i

Rit pemsia s wer

Scholer and Zelloge, ne -.'"U g ;.vf‘ sarrativa,

P g Lo
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~

Schorer, mnark, Ihe Story.

Stanton, Robert, An JIatroduction t¢ Jfiction. |

Stevenson, The inglish llovel Histoxv,

3tevic, Theory of the ilovel.

sStonum, karc, History of the .mussian iloveli.

Tillbotsen, K., lovels 1C40's.

Jan Ghent, 2. Form and Function in ihe Engligh povel,

Warren and drshire; Short Story iiasterpieces,.

latt, Ian, 2ise of the (ovel,

dHeimon, Recent Americon Piction,

Jest, The rodern :ovel,

1

1

|
ilestbrook, The liodern Americam :lovel: Hssays in Criticism,

Young, G. M., Portrait of an Age. |

Toung, G. M.y Victorian Lngland,

Anthology: iHowe's Classics of l'odern Fiction.

Cavalcade of the American Ilovel.

Norton Critical fditlons.

?ostwar Quide to Sritish Fiction.

Since these authors and titles are listed as they
were given on the quaestionnaires, the reader who wishes to

consult one. of these toxts is advised to consult a reliable

1
bibliographical resource for complete and correct information.
1

“hen the information from the questionnaires about

the use of collateral texts was compared with the kind of

course according to the information derived from the cataiogues,




P,

it was discover=2d that the courcses in ol r<dinional texts

were required are, for the most pari. :0uises deslgnes fox

9]
Q
S,
hi
e

Inglishr mojors, either as requirTed coursues or elective

£

A few sraduate courses aizo ruquire collsteral texts,

Several questiomeaires contzlned additional comments

about the use of cellateral texts. Kony instructors apparantly

helieve that the study o fiction cam be accomplished without

0}

I

I
the nid of critical material other th.n that provided Ly the
instructor in class, although several indicated thnt readings
- |
in the library were assigned or encouraged, Zome of the comnents

follomn, |

Hstudents sometimes referred to outside casebool
buf not required.™

“This course is taught by severcl peorie, Liost|uss

novels only, but 1 man sometimes uses Cavalcade 0f the smericnn

ilovel in addition to the novels.” f

"The course is centemed around the confaxt of the bDoolrs

studied rather thon around the work of critices.”

o,

|
|
“yo. I interpret ‘'ussd' to mean Specifically r?quire
1
readipng. Individual research of various kinds of criticism is,
or course, essential.”
“,tandard eritical works on the novel are recommender,t
"Several critical stugizs ond sooks about the moadsarn
noval are recommended bu% not requizrad.”
"I hand out a variety of auxiiliary material.”

Mo study suides except for term papers.”

o guides; Lven iorton Critical would be o sin.
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i1

Considering one volume history of the novel,; but so
far we have made no such adopticn.”

"Each instructor chooses hi-u own and develops hﬁs oFn
course, The courses vary widely,”

e use numerous critical texts placad on reserve,”

|

Mge=class discussion encourages independent criticism.¥

Une answer to quéstion 6 was ''college~level diétionary.“

from the temper of the comments added to the answers
to questions 5 and 6 and from the preponderance of couéses for
which no collateral texts are required; it is apparent;that
most instructors of fiction courses feel that for the purposes
the courses are to £ill no texts other than short stor%es and
novels are needed or desirzble, Since most of the cougses are
general education courses or elective courses, the insﬁructors
may feel that the course is designed to deavelop an interest
in the reading 6f fiction rather than a critical study of it.
It may also be that reading of critical materizl in connection
with papers or library assignments is required of students
or that the instructor presents critical material throégh
lectures or mimeographed material. In some cases the étudent
may have studied critical msthods in other courses prerequisite
to the courses under considerotion. Hevertheless, the syllabi
nf most fiption courses do not include textbooks other, than

'
i

short story anthologles and novels.



VI. laational or Geographical and Chronological iimitations

Aside from the distinctien between short storie; and
novels, the most frequent kinds of limitation of the suﬁject
matter for fiction courses is based on either national ér
geographical origins or chromological periods. Very fe&
courses limited themselves to schools of literature or to
methods of literary criticism, for instance, Of the 266
courses for which catalogue information was available, 192
were limited with respect to national or geographical literature

and 162 vere limited with respect to chrohologiczl period.

TABLE F

HATIONAL OR GECGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTION

English 99
American 58
English and American 18
Furopean 13
Russian 2
i'o lestriction 74

The frequency of courses in kaglish fiction is perhaps.
surprising., Iliad the courses been selected on the basis of their
probable popularity with students whose interest in literature

is timited, one might have expected the largest number ;of courses
I



1
to be in American Titerature, The drasrpitution ‘ndicaten in

Table F, however, might: refiect the precilzectious of jrofv-s-rs

rather than those of students, 7Tu%: intarpretation is borne

out to = slight degree bv ta= statistics in Tablis G ini:: wke
s . |
those courses deveted to Ansrican iiveralure fud those unvestricra?

geographically have slizintly larger ~arollmenis on the average
|
than those devoted to Enzlish f£ietio- alone. The figurés in

EE

Table G are based on the total annhua. enrollment for the couvsz.

TABLE G
AU AL ENROLLMELT:

NATIONAL CR GEOGRAPHICAL DISTRIBUTICH

i
0-10 11.25 20-40  41-60  61-30  31-i00 100G+

Snplish 5 16 1L 9 3 2 2
Lmericen 2 12 3 7 5 2 z
inglish & 1 P
Americon

European 1 1 5 1 2
iussian 1

i'o Zestr. 2 13 3 2 3 ¢

Totes Th'a stati*tics i Tabl e & gre bhased on 150 of thz 152
21 5 srere recelived from instruciors.,

!

Of the 150 couwses includad in Pable G, 17 dealing with fmecicon
1

fiction or vlthout any “5L1ona1 or geographical distrib:ticn

have annuail enrollments over 1005 only 3 dealing with énglikh
I



"

fiction have enrollmenis over 100,

The chronological ¢istributisn of the courses was
more <ifficult to classify because nmy different overlépping
periods are covered by the indivicual courses, Severa1|courses
troce the development of fiction bock to Chaucer or the |Greel
iomancesj others describve the period as "from the beginqing
to + « «" The limits of the period rovered by the courée are
often defined by authors' names, such as "Defor to Austen,”
"ZJonrad to Golding,” or "Cooper to Dreiser." Other courses
use celitury designations or the designation “Modern® thén any
other, however, so iz order to keep the classification monageabde,
all the designations have been made to fit (sometimes with
difficulty) into six classifications: 12th Century, 19th
Zentury, 13th and 19tn Centuries, 20th Century, odern;!and
No Restriction.

In orger to fit the course descriptions into this
classification, all works prior to 1200 have been grouped
arbitrarily into the 18th Century and those courses dealing
with both 19th and 29th Century fiction have :een arbit;arily
included with ilodern fiction. If the course description of
a course labeled "i.odern Fiction" indicated that only 20th Clentury
fiction i included, ‘that cotirse was listed under the 20th Century
instead of under iiodern fiction. ilevertheless, Tobles %, I,
and J provide only a general impression of the chrodological

|
distribution of fiction courses.




TARLE

CERUNLOCICAT Dluy: M e D

1.8th lanvury - 5
19+ Century a3
icth znd 19th lanarries 2¢
2C¢a Jentury L2

L Onere 2

b e S S - - b s
o wesTriciion 104
T T L L T T e PP i S ——

Slightiy wozs 2f whr 20€ courses incjudes i the

tatistics for tacls: . oad [ have no chironroingical limication

thar havae no geographical or awtisral limitariow, o this
gase, however, vhe cdistuilibutien ia cleser fo xiwil une 2izht

exnect if the suuwses wars daslmmnd %o £it tha pref-reijces by
students, with Duy mogs epurnias coverius 206t Tentuvy vod
raden fictlon thnn thosz cevobsd o sarlier fictiom., -
tha ebhrornlogical <istyivuv.on 1z brokan covm ~scoavdins co
anmaual enrelinent, che figirac or2 evan mere c:eizivaiy in
taver of 20th Clantury ane f.ocder. fiectiom. Oniy couries ip
20th Ceutury or 'duern Tictiop, or rhose wi+th nd shroaclopic
iimitatior, hove anrolimenir nf ovre th:a 100, The appearcicr
of & larcer nvuesr 9 coursas with enroliments oL Leos thon
tén §a Tables & ~md < o8 Ehe reiult of catculeting the anpu-l

srelklment of courses tact oo ofifevad in alterante Jears.

It might L= aimecied tant n03t of the sourcer -10LL

—



T_II;‘:"'JF; ¥
HATICA:. UR GuUGER.. “IC
4D CEROIOLOGICAL DISRIBUTION

1ith i%th i8th & 20th .ocdern Unrestr,
19th

tngzlish 16 23 15 1= 2 21

American S 3 b 5 23
Ing. 7. Amer. 1 5 5 {
‘furopean 1 1 3 id
wussica . 1
nursetricted 1 g 1 19 i 45
Tatle J is based on the informaotion from 2506 catrlozues.

recearch resulted from the stucy of the catzloguss Lo (eterminsz
ho the course f£its into the gereral zducztion rzquirementc of

the college and the major =nd minor programs n~nc¢ arece of
specializatior in the departmentcl offerin;s. Thase ctatistics
were the most cifflcult to gather, =3pecicliiy the -sneral educ-tion
program statistics; because the researcher Zirst hz2d to ztudy

the entire collaege cotalogus to find the information., nllzgs
catalogues ore not 211 orranized according to the same rincipies,
ane. not all courses are desinated as elective, Zaquencs coursed,
or requirad courses in thas general education curriculus,

rtherefore the statistics in thiis report most lialle G0 error,

ana the least reliatle, are those 12lating to the gerera’

eduecation reogquirements of the various colleges.
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|
23 |

An attempt was made for each course fo determine:from
the college catalogue its status in the genercl educatiok
program, the departmentcl graduate program, the departme%tal
fajor (aadfor arez), and the departmental minor. A course
might be avallable in any of the four curricula as a reqrired
course;, as one coursSe in o Sequence or group of coursas'or whinch
the student is required to take one or more courses; or s an
elective, Jithin any one curriculum a given course migﬁt nokt

be available, so that only 185 of a totzl of 20606 courses studied

are listed for the gensral education curriculum in Tablg ‘e
A number of tihe courses not listed,; however, ore doubtless
available as elactives in the genercl education curricufum, but
the study of the catalogue did not uncover the information,
Similarly, most of the catalogues cescrive only the undergraduate
program of the institution, and many of the courses can!probably
be taken as graduate electives, although only three courses
were specifically designated as graduate courses in the
catalogues, |

A given course night be listed both as =2 sequenée
course and o5 an elective in the same program. The program
might allow the student to choose one course from the sequence
to satisfy :the sequence requirerient and another course from the

|

sequence to satisfy on elective requirement., Onthe other hand,
some programs do not allow students to choose sequence courses

as electives. The doutle listing of courses as both seguence

and elective accounts for the fact that 266 courses appear
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313 times in the major program and 214 tines in the minor
progrem in Table K,
TABLE K
DISTRIBUTION OF COURSES

I PROGRAMS

Required Sequence Elective

General Cducation 31 154
Graduate 2 1
Major 25 33 235
i.inor 14 52 248 '

Since most ingtitutions allow =z rather brouag chPice
of courses in literature in the general education requirements
|
in their depree programs, the absence of any required giction
course in general education curricula is not surprising. The
surprising and perhaps disturbing information revealed in Tables
Ky L, and M is the small number of required courses inlthe
major and minor and the relatively large number of elective
courses in the major and minor, The number of required courses
and Sequence g¢ourses in cdepartmentcl majors in English is usuclly
more than half; and froquently thestudent is allowed té chiocose
no electives or only one or tyo electives. Iut less than thirty
I
|

ner cent &f the courses studied in this survey are either

required or sequence courses in the departmental major| or miror.
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In the majority of cases the courses in fiction are classified
|

as elective courses., Presumably, the subject natter of 'an elective

course is not as simificant or Hocsic to the discipline as the

subject matter of a required course. “Then the statistics in

1
|
Table X are combined with the statistics for the usz ofltexts

other than short stories one novels; ocne cannot help drawving

1
the conclusion that fiction courses are not consicdered as

academically denanding or important os other literature

courses, One wonders, then why the one hundred institutions

inciuded in the survey offer an averaze of three courses devoted

to the study of fiction, and enroll an averape of 272 students

I
per ¥Year in then. I

Jne also wonders why so mony students énroll in courses
in which the total reacing assignment averages three or four
thousand pages (basec¢ on an average of ten novels avercging
three or four hundred pazes eaci). Cne of the current issues
in education is the decline in the ability to wread among young
people, and another is the decrease in the amount of tine
available to students for preparation. REven though mucl: fiction
is relatively easy reacinns, the novels in&lucéd in the ayiiabi

are not the easiest of fietion. 4n cverage reading assigunent
of a hundred pages or nore; which the student is not dnly
supnosec to read but, hopefully, to study critically; is not
an easy assignment., Hevertheless,; mony students choose these

elective courses with long reading assigonments in preference

to other elective courses,

-
-
=
=
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The picture is not clarifisd vhen the distribution
of the individual courses anong the curricula is considered.
In Table L the courses aire classified according to the Eotal
use of each course. Jhile over seventy per cent of theiccurses
are listed only as electives, other courses are used in!bewil-

|

éering combinations of electives in one program and reqﬁirements
in others. Apparently, if the cource iz not listed sinmply as
an elective; no agreement exists as to its place in the wrogram,
This might result Zrom severcl causes, The deparimentsl and
general esducation prosroms might have been built up over a
number of years, vith many changes teking place and courses
being shifted back and forth from required to elective.I or the
courses might have been included in éndividual programsfat
different places because of the various perspectives frmoma which
the departmental program is organized. Since many departmental
programs are orgaenized around a historicale-geograpiiical perspective,
genre courses do not £it easily into the system., Generzl
education courses, on the other hand, are nore frequent&y
orgrnizedé on 2 genee basis; so that the inciusion of genre courses
in the departmental curricula is reasonable, 32ut over seventy
per cent of the courses include¢ in this survey are availabvle
to majors and minors as electives, and over thirty per ceat are
available only to majors ond minors and only eas electives.

The breckdomm of the courses cccording to annuzl enrollment

|

in Table M does not illuminate the problem. It does poiat out

the occurrence of clasces enrolling & huncred or more in elective



128
68

20

Lo}

27

TABDE L

REQUIRED, SEQUENCE, AMD ELECTIVE COURSES

Elective for General Education, icjor ond ilinor

nlective for Major and Liinor

|

Loth Sequence and Elective for General Education, dMajor

andg ijnor '
Requireqd for bajor and Hinor

Both Sequence ang Elective for Major and binor ,

Both Sequence and Elective for iajor and ilinors Zlective

for General and i.ajor
Required for injor; Elective for i:inor
|
Sequired for ilajor; both Jequence and Elective for
ond General Iducotion

1
.-z |

Required for liajor and ilnor: Sequence fox Generaﬁ

Sequence for najor and i.inor

Required for iajor and ildnor; Flective for General
aducation

Sequence for kajor, linor, and Genercl LEducztion
Required for Craduete Students

Elective for Craduate 3tudents

Elective for ilajor

Slective for ilinor

Zoth Sequence and iZlective for ilajor; Flective for
lsinor
Sequence for iiinor; Elective for Gemeral bducatioh

Elective for hiinor and General Dducation

soth Sequence and Tlective for ilajor and liinor;
Sequence for General Education

liinor

ucation

o
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courses, but the stotistics are aot sipgaificant in vieu of the

!
!
fact that a large majority of the fiction courses considered

in the survey ore electives. 2o nany cifferent patternms of
v p

required-sequence-elective courses are used that on the basis

of the number of courses studied in thic survey no significant
statistics result,

YIII. Conclusions '

The survey established the foet that significant
numbers of courses devoted to the study of fiction are offered
i colleges and universities and that relatively large gumbers
of stucdents are enrolled in them. Ian the absence of similar
statistiecs for other kinds of geinre courses =nd courses| organized
on the basis of other perspectives, the relctive importaonce
of fiction courses in the total English deportment offe?ing
cannot be determined,

The definition of the scope of the cource is in most
cases not grect. iany courses are not restricted either 'to one
chronological period or to one national or regional 1iﬁerature,

and many more are limited in one dimension but not inm another,
|

This lack of definition cllows for a great latitude in the

choice of readings for the course, although the readings may

be specified by cdepartental curricuiz, 3Iince few courses

use any textbool materials other than short story anthologies-

and novels, the instructor has ever more latitude in his choice

of emphasis and critical pethodology. Perhaps this latitude is
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|
desirznle; however, estimatiag the value of the course o the

student is difficult and determining the specific content is

almost iﬂpo sible,

nost of the courses are appareatly cesigned to be

elective courses in vhich an unstructured approach is adeted.
i

Y

i.any of the courses seen Lo be designed primaridy for non-najors
i

or minors, hut can be tcken by majors ond minors as electives,

llost of the denartments apparently do not consider fiction &

genre that must be studied as o genre by those sweciclizing in
friglish, oo the other hand, courses organized on o historical
or geogcraphical basis undoultedly inciucde readiags in all geaves,
iaciudins fiction. The fiction courses are includeqd, erhags,

. . !
for thosz who have little interest in other genres or for those

non-majors whose interest in literature is limited ond vhose

ability to uncderstand "mors difficult” genres is questi¢nah1e.

The implication that fictioen is easy compared to other

genre mirht be valid If it were not for the aomount of reading
requiired, The avercge number of novéls included in the sylilabi
of the courses iz 10. ilany courses, according to the syllabi
returned with the questiornalire ond the supplemental information

P

suppliec by mony of the instructors, require also reading of one

or more novels outsice of class, preparction of term papeis,

or study of assimed rendiangs in the litrary. It mi Htlbe that

some instructors attempt to justify the course academi cplly by

s ns . . -
roquiring an unrealistic anount of readins as a subst1trte
b
i

for critical study teyond the reading and comprehendion of the



works of fiction inclucded in the sylicvus., “2n non-majors tele

courses in vhich Zour or five thouc:no pages cor nore are

& d sy,
IE‘.-:S.Lg.-‘E_

i

in addition to one or more papers; one cal. legitimately anestion

how thoroushly the student can complete the as5signment, or

Thether he is canable of completing the assignment 2t =zl

ilith the nunber of plot outlines and study puides now av

it is a zelatively easy matter for thwe student to zive the

impression that he has read and uncerstood a novel when in foet
.'

e has only user o study guice. Zince many ingtructors shy
I

awyay from the use of study suldes or critical texts in claﬂs,

they may not have an extensive knowledpe of them and may not

realice the extent to vhich students ore using them.

IXs Jurshor lesecrch

Probably one of the most valucble rasults of th%s
survey is that it peints out & number of directions in vwhich
further resecerch into the role of fiction courses ia college

curriculs shoulc be conducted, iany of the conclusions|in Sention

V1I are tentative and speculative; since they move into creas

not covered by the specific questions used in the questionnaire
or in the study of the catzlogues,

urther research should e hased o a larger sampling.
The numbor of eoursss ond iastitutioas surveyed im this, report

is adequate for ¢ nrelimimary study, hut a wider representation

of /merican colleres ane universities would perheps allowr more




specific natterns to emerge, especially in ctudying the structure
of the general education requirements and the majors oG niners
in Inglish, The scize of the institution and its affiliation
with state or other sponsoring cgency should be included, iiore
specific data on enrollment, course requirements, texts% noveles
included; outside readings, paners, cldss size as gell Ts tota:
enrollnert; etc., need to be cnsvered, '

Ivon though they would be nore difficult to determine,
the critical anproach used in the course; if any, and the
structuring of the meterial by the nrofessor needs to bve studied,
in even more AGifficult problem ic the justification or rationcle

. . - e
forr thwe course and its funection in the college and departmentol

curricula. This survey did make a beginning in determining hoyw
the course f£its into the majoi; minor; and genercl educatiorn

programs, but the basis for the inclusion or non-incousion in

(]

fade

various curricula remains undetermined. The speculations of =z

critical nature in JSectiom 71i might prove to he valid or they

:

might prove to be hypercriticel., It might be that most of the

courses nhizve been developed on the wodds of o sound consideration
of the educational needs of the students ond the valuss of the

course. 1o many cases the departnental offerings have undoubtedly

..

been studied carefully and orgonized according to valicd wrineiples,
If co, this survey has not uncovered those princinles; it uas,
I

nowever, pointed up the need for themi.

Ia order to ciscover sound principles for the|orgsonizatiorn

I
or departmental offerinzs, it may be necessory oot only to study
|

|
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i
the role of fiction courses in college curriculc, but to study

the role of other kinds of course, those tased on genre‘and those
|

Based on other organizatioanl criteria. The study of literature
can be approoched from a -amber of directions, and 1ite§ature
can be classified in more than one wav. It is doubtful!that

cay one kind of orgonization of departmental offerinss can be
proven superiop to all others, clthough geographical/na%ional

and historical approaches are used most frequently. But the
existence. of a large number of courses, enrolling large numbers
of students, floating more &6r less freely in the departmental

offerings but not related to the bacic structural classifications

that sexrve as criteriz for the orpatization of the major and

l

N

minoi* prograns of the departments, is ot least open to ,question.
i.any specialists in literature apperently feel 'that,
no netter lhow the departmental offerinns are orgedized, the

department ought to offer courses in the study of fiction. The

unansyered question is, "hy?"
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