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. CHAPTER I
" INTRODUCT ION

Statementvof the Problem

The purpose of this study is to determine certain characteristics
of drop-outs in Unitgd»Township High School of East Moline, Illinois in
the ninth and tenth grades during the first semester of the 1960-61 school
year and to asce;;ain cgrtai? relationships between the various charac-
teristics and leaving school. P

. The ninth and tenth grades were chosen because reliable studies

have shown that the 1argest‘percentage of drop-outs occur at. these grade
‘leyglsfl The first semester of the 1960-61 school year was chosen in
order that addresses at the time of school withdrawal would likely be
current.

The school popuiation of the United Township High School comes from
East Moline, Silvis, nearby villages, and rural‘Fe:ritory. Both East
Moline, (Population 13,913) and Silvis (population 3,473) are located in
what is known as the ''Quad-City'' area. This area has a population of
approximately 19?,000 and is composed of Davenport, Iowa, Rock Island,
Moline, and East Moline, Illinois. The térritory,industrial in nature,
contains in addition to thé above. cities, several residential developments

and villages all within a radius of approximately twenty miles.

ly, S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, From School to Work, The Early
Employment Experlence of Youth in Seven Communities (Wash1ngton, D.C.: -
Government Prlntlng Offlce, 1960), p. 3.




Sources of Data

- Research Material.--To develop a background concerning the probiem

of drop-outs from secondary schools, related research was summarized.l‘
Theé research reports‘utilized were selected from the library of Eastern
Illinois University and the East Moline Public Library.

AﬁAimportént reference describing methods of procedure for this
type of study was a bulletin published by the Office of the State Superin-

tendent of Public Imstruction.?

School Recofds.--Dﬁring the course of the school year a cumulative
drop-out list is maintained by the secretary to the guid;nde counselors
at'United Township High School. In preparing the list of ‘drop-outs for
consideration in this study, the list was utilized in the following
manner. ‘Sixty-two pupils left the ninth and tenth grades, 15 of whom'
transferred to another school.leaving a total of 47 drop-out students
who actually left the ninth and tenth grades of 5chool during the first
seméstéf ok*the 1960-61 school year.

Fbiiowing‘the perﬁaneﬁﬁ withdrawal of a éupil from ﬁhe United
Township High Scﬁqol, thelpupil's permanent record card is marked with a
bluefkab uﬁt%i ;hérend of the §choq% ygaf;: Anghat time the card is
removed from the active‘fiie and placed in the’;dropped" file. The reéord
;a;ds of the 47 drop-outs were examined for the.purpose.of obtaining the

pupil's name and address; chronological age; intelligence quotient based

on the Terman-McNemar Test; race; and month of drop-out.

Isee Chapter II.

2111inois Curriculum Program, How to Conduct the Holding Power Study
of the Illinois Curriculum Program, rev. ed. (Springfield, Illinois:
Office of the Superintendent of Public Instruction, 1955), 61 p.




 Questionnaire.--The bulletin mentioned under '"Research Material

above was used in the preparation of a questionnaire.l. Item number 10 _
on the questionnaire was an exception to this procedure for item
selection.2 Forty-nine per cent of the questionnaires sent out were.
answered and returned.

N

... Correspondence.~--Several letters were written to the following

Illinois educators: Dr. Eric Johnson, Assisﬁant to the-President,
Illiﬁois State Normal University; Dr. Harold Hand, Professor of Education,
University of Illinois; Dr. Woodson Fishback, Director, Illinois Curricu-
lun Program, Springfielq,flllinois; Mr. Charles-Austin, Principal of.

Rock Island High School; Dr. Hans Olsen, Consultant in General Education,
Springfield, Illinois; and Dr. Robert Zeller, Guidance Consultant,

Springfield, Illinois. Their contributions were in the area of suggestions

~

as to the location of materials.

Treatment of Data

Research Materials.--The studies summarized were used. to develop

Chapter. II of this report. .

- School Records.--The data selected from the school records of the ,

drop-outs were tabulated for purposes of determining the general charac-
teristics of the drop-out group. Tables 1 through 5 present the data-.
thus obtained. .

Questionnaire.--The results of the questionnaire were tabulated and

are represented in Tables 6 through 18.

l1bid.

2See Appendix.



Definition of Terms

The term “respondentsﬂ*és_used in this study means:those drop-outs
who answered and. returned the questionnaire. .

The term.''drop-out" aSAused;in this*study means a pupil permanently
withdrawn from échoolwfor_a.reason or reasons -other than graduation or
enfolling in another school.: . |

- The phrase '"Illinois Study'" refers to a recent study of pupil
drop-outs conducted in the Staté of Illinois by the Office of the State
Superintendent of Public Instruction.1 | .
The'phrase “East.Moline Study' refers to this study as présented in

this paper. - . N oy

Deliﬁitations

Tweﬁty-three of the 4? k49 ;ef éent) ofwthé qﬁéstionnaires were
ansﬁered aﬁd returned.\lThi; ﬁercént#ge'represenfs‘a reasonably high
return.’, . |

It is recognized that answers to the questionnaire may or may not
be valid. . The' study assumes that the letter accompanying the question-'
naire was reasonably effective in securing accurate and honest replies.

- The questionnaire was designed to be returmed unsigned. It is

recognized that this procedure carried with it the disadvantage of pre-

cluding a follow-up of non-respondents. -The decision was made oa the

assumption that unsigned questionnaires would be more likely to yield

‘:lIllinois, State Summary Sheet (Springfield, Illinois: Office of
the Superintendent of Public Instructiom, 1960). )




valid replies in thé subjective areas of the: study.

.~ The answers.to two .items in the questionnaire, .'"'occupation of ~ ¢
parent' and ''éxtra<curricular activities participated in while in school,"
were not tabulated .in this paper due to the fact that the replies were
varied and ambiguous and considered insufficient,for'feliable;tabulation.

It must be recognized that Chapter V (Sumary, Conclusions, and
Recoumendations) is formulated on the basis of this study and should be
interpreted with these limitations -in mind.

‘An additional consideration pertinent to the interpretation of this
study is the fact that since the number of respondents ' is ‘relatively
small, percentages represent d smaller number of people. Since, however,
a.comparison of percentages..of the sample with.a state sample is made
later in the study and accurate presentation is intended, all .tabular

data are presented in both numbers and percentages. -

Significance of the Problem

The problem of young peopie dropping oﬁt df scﬁool is oﬁe of
national concern; Extensivé stuaies of pupil drop-outs have been made in
early eve¥y state in the union and in most of the larger cities within
these states, |

iﬁ is estimated that‘ﬁpproximagelyléoo,ooo students left school
befdre gr;duation in 1960.1 In thiﬁudeééde, unless the trénd is ;adically
changed; an appalling one-third Bf sgudents in the United States will not

finish high school. Many drop-outs lack sufficientvintelligence to do

the work. But the real tragedy is that at least 70 per cent have the

1”Drop_-Out Tragedies,' Life, XLVIII (May 2, 1960), p. 106.



ability to succeed in school. The drop-out remains as one of the most
important problems of education in the united’States.1* It seems apparent
that such a situation is worthy of continuous study. Proposed solutions
to the problem will never be non-argumentative or permanent in pature.

The increase in school pOpulation_in the United States can be.
explained by several factors. ‘In Illinois, the law requires that a child
remain in school until he reaches the age of sixteen,2 and most pupils
.entering high school have not reached their sixteenth birthday; therefore,
they remain in'schobl. : . Co s

In recent years education has becéme an increasingly important
factor for securing the most desirable jobs. .Parents and yourgsters
seeking employmeﬁt.Become more and more aware of this; consequently,
parents are insisting that their children attend school as long as
possible with the objective of completing high school. -

Today it is possible for most of the children of this country to
secure a high school education and yet schools are having difficulty
sustaining the interest of some boys and girls to the point that they
finish high: school.

The individual tragedy has.increased to théipoint that it has
become a natioﬁal waste. The drop-out looking:for a job immediately runs
into the requirement="High School Education.' At the present rate, by
1965 there will be three non-graduates for~e§efy two unskilled jobs. For
every seven skilled jobs, however, there will be dnly five high school

g;aduates.%

l1pid.
2111inois, School Code, (1957), art. 26, sec. 26-1, p. 271.

3ﬁprop§§ut Tragedies,' op. cit., p. 106.



Always the first to be laid off, the drop-out has double the
unemp loyment rate of graduates.} He never recovers, in the world of
employment, the groqnd lost by not completing school.

The potential&drop-out is usually oné who, long before he has
dropped out of school physically, has drqpped,out,ﬁn spirit. He usually
is not a juvenile-.delinquent, even though humiliation often makes him
sullen or disobedient. In many cases he is retarded in reading and
therefore has difficulty i@;learning from books or using words to express

ideas. Teachers have left him alone, rather than hold back the entire

class. The boys' apathy toward education ends in truancy and low grades.

Y

By agé‘sixteen he has dropped one to two years behind his classmates.2

Hé ;s ﬁumiliated by the inability to’keep up and ugually is larger
and 6idef than the others i; his classes. Graduation for him seems
beyond f;ééh. He finds reasons to quit--”school's\no good;" or "1 don't
1ike my teéchers," or‘tﬁé real reason, ”Iim too fér Behind." At this
aée, a job, no maﬁfer how;uniﬁportant, is a éuddén badge of manhood.
The mo;éy'itvbrings will'bﬁy imp;rtance.

In ﬁany cases thefe i;ylittle hélp at’hoﬁe. Many parents praise
Agood ﬁoney? and scorn "béok learning.! Others do not care, and frequént-
ly are no£ able to help. 'Méh§'h0més are crippléd‘by divorée, separation,

sickness, and poverty. The clear and unmistakable need is to catch

drop-outs early, before the damage is beyond repair.

ZU. S. Department of Labor, op. cit., p. 4.



CHAPTER 1II

REVIEW OF RELATED RESEARCH
Literature concerning droﬁ-outs was summarized for the purpose of
developing a background pertinent to the problem of this study. A
summary of this literature, analyzed with régard to the areas of causes,

detection, and remedies is presented in this chapter.

Causes

In>March/1960, thé Bﬁréau of Labor Statisciﬁs\fépor;ed findings
based oﬁh;ﬁ‘exﬁensive sfudy éf'geven‘communities over the period 1952-57.
The 1,600 dfop;oﬁts“who ;ere~perséﬁa11y intervieéed wefé asged why they
left séﬁo;l The ma jor - glngle reason given was "adverse school experience."
School recoras showea tﬂ;; over 45 per cent of all the drop-outs had
I.Q.'s of less than 90 and about one-third had I Q. s of less than 85

This means, among other things, that this group had .probably not acquired

the degree of reading ability which would have. made school interesting and

manageablé.zi

Marr;age waS'aAmajor.reaééﬂ éiven byvgiflg férvdropping‘qﬁt of
schooi;‘.Although few boys éa@e fhis ééésoﬁ, iﬁ hay wéii have been a hidden
motive for béys who dropped oﬁt to go to work, not becuase of the need
for self suéport, but aé.arpfelude ﬁQ courtéﬁiﬁ and marriagé.  Marriage

was the reason that was given for leaving school by over one-fourth of

the girl drop-outs in this’study.

¢

l1big.
21pid.



In 1950, the American School Board Journal presented data concerning

drop-outs from the Chicago Public Schools. A summary follows:

Twenty per cent 6f the "drop-outs' left during the*!
- freshman. year; 40 per cent during the second year; 30 per
cent during the third year; and 10 per cent in the f1na1
year. S . i

VOf the: *drop-outs' interviewed, only 19 per cent had
a.fair record of scholarship at the time of leaving; the
others were failing in many oﬁ all subjects.

"Repeated absence from school is a common symptom of
school leaving. . .= .

Forty-six per cent of the 'drop-outs' interviewed
. were rated on mental tests as having average or better than
average ability. Some, however, showed handicaps to such
an extent that regular courses were definitely beyond' their‘ -
ability to understand and enjoy.

Schools in underprivileged areas reported 73 per cent
" of the 'drop-outs' were frequently absent or truant prior -
to leaving school; city-wide records indicated that
approximately 35 per ' cent were chronic absentees and that
more than 50 per cent had truancy records.

Few of the 'drop-outs' partlclpated 1n extra- curricu~
lar act1v1t1es. . . e

-Health records of 'drop-outs,' when available,
indicated many causes of faulty vision, hearing defects,
and other types ‘of health factors responsible for
retardation. . . . : -

‘The number reporting eémployment as a reason for school
leaving was so small that it is considered negligible. 1In
only 10 per cent of the causes was part-time daily work
indicated and in but 7 per cent.was there Saturday employ-
ment. »

Home conditions were reported as contributing factors
to many of the 'drop-outs.' 1Included among the conditions
indicated were overcrowding, broken family ties, guardian-
ship by other than the parents), financial problems,
disordered homes because of working mothers.

In only two cases was it. indicated that parents
1n31sted that the ch11d drop out of school. -
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.. Frequent absence appeared to have its beginning in.
"the fourth or fifth grade of elementary school, continuing
into high school.

The majority of the 'drop-outs' were not aware of the
real causes of their dissatisfaction.

, ' Fewer tharn half of the 'drop-outs' interviewed had
promises of jobs prior to leaving school. .Many secured .
emp loyment through the school placement counselor after
dropplng out. .

In many cases where financial needs in the home caused
the student to leave school, he at once made plans to
continue his education in evening school.

‘Detection

Eventuai drop-outs have been shown to exhibit certain symptoms
before making the final decision to leave school. Alerﬁ school personnel,
knowing these syﬁptoms,‘couid deteet the‘éqtentiel d;ep-oet before he
actually ﬁithdraws from school. ' '

Harold J. Dillon Staﬁed soﬁe of theée s&mptoﬁs as folloys:

1. Fairly consistent regression in scholarship from
~elementary to junior to senior high school.
2. 'Frequent grade failures in the elementary school.
3. High frequency of grade or subject fallure 1n the
junior to senior high school.
4. Marked regression in attendance from elementary to
: junior to senior high school.
5. Frequent transfers from one school to another.
- 6. Evidence of a feeling of insecurity or lacking of
__belonging in school (here part1c1pat10n in extra-
curricular activities is an important ipdicationm).
7. Marked lack of interest in school work.

Remedies

;Manystudies have been made which suggeSt possible remedies for the

liohn F. Deleney, "That Vacant High School Seat,' American School
Board Journal, CXXI (November, 1950), pp. 22-23.

2jarold J. Dillon, Repoft from National Child Labor Committee,
"Early School Leavers--A Major Educational Problem,''(New York, 1949).
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problem of school drop-outs. However, no single plan has been suggested
as’ "the only solution." -
'Following a study made in Chicago, John F. Delaney gave these

possible remedies: = - E I S

1. A co-ordinated plan for handling absences, truancies,
and d;scipline problems should be developed in every
school through co-operative effort on the part of
attendance and placement counselors, adjustment teachers,
'division and class teachers, and disc¢iplinary officers.
Such a plan would lead to early recognltlon and intelli-
gent handling of problems. . :

2. An in-service training program presenting modern tech-
niques in counsellng and group dynamics should be
developed. -

3. Full use should-be made of cumulative records. -

4. Curriculum modification should be made to provide offer-

" ings to meet the-needs of all of the pupils. This should
help maintain their interest in continuing their education.

5. More effective and unified methods of checking out of

the student when school leaving is unav01dable should be
ST developed 1 ’ -~

Herold c. Han_d2 statesttbeprthere are two preconditions that the
school musFrmeetjbefore’eny wéfkebie remedies can be applied'to increasing
the holding‘powe: of the‘seeonderyhechoole. The most fpndamental of
;heee is that‘;he»facultyvof ;he;eehool must be dedicated to ;he principle
of universal public secpndary edpeatipn. The higﬁ school, states Dr.
Hand, is;noe'likely to serve‘ail'ybutg eqdellyAWell unless the teachers
themselﬁeskbelieve that this is;Whae fhe Eiéh school should do. The

second necessary precohdition is that the helding power of the local

. Coa

1Delaney,‘__g. cit
o 2Hareld C. Hand{ Principiesrgg;Publie Secondary Education (New~
York: Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1958), pp. 108-112.
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school must be evaluated and made:known not—only to the administration,

but to the teachers, -pupils, parents, and the public in general It seems

ey i

that this step could be 1mprovéd even furthér if the puplls, teachers,
and public couid cooperate actively in appraising the situation. If this
were done, they would receive a sense of ownership and responsibility and
would be more strongly motivated to do something about it.

Guidance must play an important role in meeting the special needs
of school youth. Good teaching and counseling are thought by many to be
practically inseparable. The National Society for the Study of Education
outlined, in 1952, four characteristics of a good guidance program:

1., Every student will be known well by someone on the school
staff.

2, Provisions will be made in planning the teacher's time
and pupils load for individual conferences as well as the
group guidance in classes,

3. Secondary school plants will be built or redesigned to
include conference offices where teachers and students
can meet privately.,

4, A premium will be placed on the development of a faculty
which is guidance conscious and trained in guidance
techniques.

The society stated the following about good teaching which
pointed out the relationship between good teaching and effective guidance:

A good guidance program alone will not assure classes
which meet the needs of youth. 1In fact, students will
probably not be very enthusiastic about conferences with
teachers unless the results of the conference make a differ-
ence in classrooms. The difference between good teaching
and poor teaching is.so pronounced that one can say that
good classroom teaching will do more to insure the meeting
of special needs in a school than any other single factor.

lNelson B. Henry, "“Adapting the Secondary School Program to the
Needs of Youth," Fifty-Second Yearbook of the National Society for the
Study of Education, Part I (The Unlver51ty of Chicago Press, Chicago 37,
1111n01s, 1953), pp. l42-144,
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Without good teaching, special offering is unsound because

the basic atmosphere of the school is not one of effective
living and learning.” .~ o

Good teaching demands that each student feel that he
is being treated as an individual. He must sense that his
difference and his uniqueness are respected.

1Ibid., pp. l43-144,



CHAPTER III
DATA FROM OFFICE RECORDS

The secretary to the guidance personnel at -United Township High
School, East Moline, Illinois, maintains a drop-out list on all early
school leavers. The list contains the reasons for withdrawal from school
such as '"moved,'" '"illness,' ''gone to work,'" etc. Table 1 represents a
tabulation of the drop-out list for the fifst semester of the 1960-61
school year.

At the beginning 6f the:school'yea:,the total enrollment in the
ninth and tenth grades at United Township High_School was 947 pupils. In
determining the percentages given in Table 1, each‘case was compufed as
a part éf the initial enrollment of 947 pupils. At the end of the first
semesteruof ﬁhe school year the enrollment totaled 885 pupils which was
93.46 pér cent of the initialtenrollﬁent. The final enrollment énd
ﬁéréenpége Vére conéideredAas representingAthé pupils held in the ninth
and tenth grades.

From.the beginning enrollment of 947 pupils, 62 withdrew. from
school. This number represents 6.54 per cent of the ninth and tenth
grade population. Of this group, 15 or 1.58 per cent of the enrollment
transferred out of the school district and 47 or 4.96 per cent of the

enrollment dropped for other reasons.



-TABLE 1

PUPILS HELD AND NOT HELD
IN NINTH AND TENTH GRADES

15

GROUPS ‘ NUMBER PER CENT
Held in School ™ - - IR Co : 885 93.46
Moved from District (transfer) - - - " 15 1.58
Other Reasohs ' . RN 47 4.96

Grand Total 947 100.00
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Distribution of Drop-Out List for This Study

The procedﬁre used in reducing the drop-out list to include only the
47 pupils who left school for reasons other than transferring out of the
school district was as follows: since the 15 pupils who moved from the
district requested a transcript of crédit to another high school, the
drop-out group mentioned henceforth is the group of 47 pupils who left
school for such other reasons as ''work,'" 'lack of interest,' "financial
reasons,'" '"family difficulties," ﬁdismiéséd or expelled by school
authorities,” etc. fabulated material was computed on the basis of 47

equaling 100.per cent of the drop-outs.

[

Age and Sex of the Drop-Outs

As ind;cated by Table 2, 59.57 per ceht of the drop-outs were boys
and 40.43 per cent of the drop-outs were girls. A total of 27 or 57.45
per cent of the drop-outs were 16 years old at the time of leaving school.
Fifteen or 31.91 per cent were 17 years old and 5 or 10.64 per cent were
18 years,of'age whe; leaving school.
.+ .. It is interesting éq note that a large percéntage (42.55) of the
drbp—ﬁués is in the o&er-égé gfoﬁp.» Ages 14-15 and 15-16 are considered

as normal ages for grades 9 and 10 respectively.

Intelliggnﬁggpotient

All beginning ninth grade students are given the Terman-McNemar
group test of mental ability. Those who tfansfer to the school during
the year are not required to take the test until the following year. All

intelligence quotients -shown in Table 3 are from the Terman-McNemar Test.




TABLE 2

AGE AND SEX OF. THE DROP-OUTS

}I
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EACH SEX TOTAL ~° BOTH SEXES
AGE SEX NUMBER - PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT
M 16 | 57.19 e
16 F 11 57.89 27 57,45
M 9 © 32,14 '
17 F 6 31.58 15 131,91
M 3 : 10.72
18 F > 10,53 5 10.64
M 28 (59.57) 100.00 47 100.00
TOTAL F 19 (40.43) :




- '\

. . TABIE 3

I.Q. DISTRIBUTION BY GRADE LEVEL

~ N '-GRADE 1EVEL OF PUPILS
SCORE INTERVAL TOTAL 9

10
120 - 123 B T S 1
116-- 119 e o ‘
112 - 115 B 1 |
108 - 111 . | S
104 -' 107 R 1
100 - 103 5 5
- 96 - -99. 3 : 3
92 - 95 3 3
88 - 91 g | 1 7
84 - 87 8 2 6
80 - 83 6 A 2
76 - 79 S A5 I 2 1
72 -. 75 W1 1
No Test Score .6 2 4
Total 9th 10th
N 47 12 35
Median 89 82 89

Mean 91 - 84 95
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Table 3 is.arranged with the inteelTigence quotieﬁts grouped according
to the grade level of the dropped pupil in addition to ‘a frequency
distribution. "~ -~ .. .- ‘ Il

The median iitelligence quotient was 82 for the ninth grade ‘drop-
outs and 89 for. the tenth grade drop-outs. The median intelligence
quotient for the total group was also 89. 1It.should be noted that the
median intelligence quotient.for the tenth grade was found to be the
higher.of the two grades and this is, of course, the typical situation.

Records at -the high school showed the median intelligence quotient
for. the ninth and tenth:graders whodid.not drop-out of school .during
the first semester to be 102. Tie: mean:intelligence duotient of the drop-'
outs in this group was 91 as compared to the mean of 104 of those
students who were held in schoolf

| A ctitical fatio or t of 14.8 was found in the comparison of the
""Held" and ”Not Held" groups in the nanth and tenth grades. The null
hyhothe51s ‘was reJected above the .01 level of 51gn1f1cance. This is
an 1nd1cat10n that the dlfference between the mean 1nte111gence quotlents
of those yho.dld not leave school and those who dropped out 1s»h1gh1y

significant.

Month. of Drop-Qut ’ S WD

Each month during the first:semester of the 1960-61 school -year
dt United Towanship High SCheql 3 or more pupils dropped out. Table 4
shows the number and per cent of the male and female withdrawals for
each month. '

January showed the largest number and per cent of drop-outs; a

total of 15 'pupils or 31.92 per cent of the drop-outs occurred during
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that month. September was low with 3 drop-outs or 6.38 per cent of the
group; October showed 8 or 17.02 per cent; November had 9 or 19.15 per
cent; and December had 12 or 25.53 per cent of the withdrawals;

Male withdrawals were greatest during the months of December and
January. Both October and November had 5 male drop-outs or 18.52 per
cent; 8 drop-outs in December accounted for 25.93 per cent; and 8 drop-
outs took place in January for 29.62 per cent.

Female withdrawals from school were also greatest during the month
of January. Seven or 35 per cent of the 20 female drop-outs occurred
during that month; December followed with 5 or 25 per cent; November had
4 or 20 per cent; Qctoberrhad 3 or 15 per cent andVSgpggmbgr was 1ow

with 1 female drop-out. A ) ' ' ) : '

Race of the Drop~-Outs

+ .
~

Of the total enrollment of 947 pupils in the ninth and tenth grades
at. the beginning oé the 1960-61 scho?l year ét United Township High ,
School, 847 or 89;43 pé; cent were of the Caucasian race, 58 or 6.l2 per
~ cent were iMexican; and 42 or 4.45 per cent were Negro. |

B The racial distribution of the drop-outs is somewhat different, --

hoﬁéver. ~Table 5 was.préﬁargd to indicate thelrgce of the dropfoﬁts.t;i
Twenty-one or 74 per cent of the male drop-outs were of the Caucasian
race; 3 or 10.71 per cent of the male drop-outs were of the Mexican
race; and 4 or 15.29 per cent were of the.Negro raée.

Of the female drop-outs 15 or 78.95 per cenﬁ were Caucasian; 1 or
5.26 per cent were Mexican; and 3 or 15.79 per cent were Negro.

Thirty-six or 76.6 per cent of the total drop-outs were Caucasian;

~

4 or 8.51 per cent were Mexican; and 7 or 14.89 per cent were Negro.



TABLE &4

MONTH OF WITHDRAWAL
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i

TOTAL

Lo SO L MALE -~ ~ <+ - - FEMAILE . T

MONTH NUMBER  PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT
September 2 7.41 1 5.00 3 6.38
October 5 18.52 3 15.00 8 17.02
November 5 18.52 4 20.00 9 19.15
December _ 7. 25.93 5 ~25.00. 12 25.53
January 8 29.62 7 35.00 15 31.92
TOTALS 27 100.00 20 100.00 47 100.00




TABLE 5

RACE_OF THE. DROP-OUTS
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. > - MALE . FEMALE V TOTAL
RACE NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT
Caucasian 21 74.90 15 , 78.95 36 76.60
Mexican. 3 o 11071 1  5.26 4 . 8.51
Negro . 4 15.29 .3 - 15.79 7 14.89
. 19 100.00 47 100.00

“TOTALS 28, . 100.00




CHAPTER 1V

DATA OBTAINED FROM QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONDENTS

Questionnaire Response

A questionnaire for the purpose of obtaining information concerning
the drop-outs was mailed with a self-addressed stamped envelope to the

47 drop-out students.,
Table 6 indicates the number and percentage tabulation of the

responses. Twenty-three or 49 per cent of the 47 questionnaires were
7- " . ’ 3 IS e ‘ R
answered and returned. One was returned by the postal service marked

"no longer at this address." 'Twenty-three or 49 per cent of the question-

naires were not returned. .

x

PSS e - - s - - e -

Fourteen or 46.67 per cent of the 30 males responded as did 9 or
52.94 per cent of the 17 females. One of the drop-outs did not receive

the questionnaire due to an incorrect address.

Age, Sex, and Per Cent of Questionnaire Respondents

Table 7 shows éhe,largésﬁmﬁaﬁbef (56.52lée:\;ehfj of phé ;espSﬁdénts
Qerérlé years of aée; 8 or - 34.78 per cent were 17 and 2 or 8.7 per cent
were 18.

Eight or 37,14 per cent of the male réspondents were 16 years old;
" 4 or 28.57 per cent were 17; and 2 or 14.29 per cent were 18.
In comparison, 5 of 55.56 per cent of the females were 16 and 4 or

44,44 per cent were 17 years of age. It is interesting to note that by

way of contrast, however, none of the girl respondents were over 17 years

of age.



TABLE 6

.-

QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSE
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MALE

NUMBER PER CENT

NUMBER PER CENT

FEMALE

TOTAL

NUMBER PER CENT

Returned and

46.67

49.00

Answered 14 9 52.94 23

Returne_d . - 1 98 1 2 00
. (Wrong address) > '
No Response . 16 53.33 7 41.18 23 149.00
TOTALS 30 100.00 17 100.00. 47 100.00
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-TABLE 7
AGE, SEX, AND PER CENT OF QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONDENTS
T T
T Each Sex “TOTAL Both Sexes
AGE SEX NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT
16 M 8§ - .57.14 13 " 56.52
F 5 55.56 y
M 4 28.57
7 F 4 44 .44 8 34.78
18 00M 2 14.29 2 T 8.70
TOTALS M 14 100. 00 |
. F 9 .100.00 23 - 100.00
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Race of Questionnaire Respondents

The data from the responses to the questionnaire concerning race
of the drop-outs were tabulated in Table 8. Table 8 shows the number
and per cent of each sex in the race group.

Twenty-one or 91.3 per cent of the total respondents were Caucasian,
one was Negro, and one Mexican.

All male respondents were Caucasian, whereas 7 of the 9 female
respondents (77.78 per cent) were Caucasian. One girl was of Mexican

descent and one girl was Negro.

Parents or Guardians Working

Twénty of the 23 total féébondehtsl(86.96 per cent) had parents or
guardians who were working-at the time ofAdfop-out while 3 (13.04 per

cent) had parents or guardians who were unemployed at the time the pupil

dropﬁed %rom school.

«

Table 9 shows the number and per cent of employed parents or
guardians of the total group responding. It is interesting that while
eleven out of 14 parents or guardians of the male respondents were

employed, parents or guardians of all the female group were .employed at

the time of drop-out.. .

W1

Parents Living at Home and ReasénsifpriParents Not Living at Home

It was difficult to prepare a single table depicting data gathered
concerning both the number of parents living together and the reasons
for parents not living together. Therefore, two tables were prepared

(Table 10A and Table 10B).
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TABLE 8

RACE OF QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONDENTS

. o Each Sex "~ TOTAL = Both Sexes
RACE - SEX .NUIMBER PER CENT "7 " 7  NUWBER PER CENT
Caucasian M 14 100.00 o 21 91.30
F 7 77.78
e e M e e
‘nglcan F ‘ 1 11.11 1 4.35
L 7 . L
egro F 1 11.11 4.35
. TOTALS M 14 100. 00 23 100.00
F 9 100.00

m— T e— — —
——— e— e —




- TABLE 9

PARENTS OR GUARDIANS WORKING

v e
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Malé ’ Female ‘ Total
. NUMBER PER CENT _ NUMBER PER CENT . - NUMBER PER CENT
Yes 11 78.57 - " 9 - '100.00 20 - 86.96
No ‘ 3 21.43 , 100.00 3 13.04
"~ 23 100.00

TOTALS 14 100.00 9 " 100.00




29

Table 10A shows that the parentstof 15 or 65.22 per cent of the
pupils who answered the questionnaires were living at home at the time of
the drop-out and that 8 or 34.88 per cent of the 23 respondents had at
léast one parent not living at home at the time the drop-out occurred.

Table 10B contains three reasons for parents not living together
at home. These reasons were "divorce," ''separation,' and ''deceased.’
Parents of 3 or 37.5 per cent of the gfoup of 8 were not living together
for reason of divorce, 2 for reason of separation, and 3 drop-out
respondents had parents who were deceased, that is, out of the group of
23, divorce or separation was‘éharacteristic of the family pattern in 5

or 21.73 per cent of the tases.

v

Four or 50 per cent of the 8 pupils whose parents were not living

together at home were males whose families were broken by separation or

.
PR3

diéof;é,‘ Howevef; of the parents ofAthe 4 girls who:were:not living
together, divorce‘accounted for only one broken home and death for three.
The significance(of.the difference betwggn the percentages obtained
in‘this part of the study and those obta%ned in a's§mi1ar study‘qonducted
in 89 schools in the state of Illinois in 1960 were compared.1 The East
‘Moline Stﬁdy found that 65.2 per cent of the féspondents parents were
living at home together as compared with only 31.91 per cent of the cases
in the Illinois Study. A critical ratio of 3.26 was found in this
comparison. - This exceeds the .0l level of significance. Broken homes

is a more likely accompaniment of dropping out of school in the 89

schools than in East Moline.

1Illinois, op. cit.

— ¢



TABLE 10A

- PARENTS ' LIVING TOGETHER
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MALE FEMALE TOTAL
RESPONSE NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT
Yes 10 71.43 5 55.56 15 65.22
No 4 28.57 4 44 44 8 34.88
TOTALS 1% 100,00 . 9 100.00 23 100.00




TABLE 10B

- PARENTS ,NOT LIVING TOGETHER

31

"MALE FEMALE TOTAL
REASON NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT
Divorced 2 50.00 1 25.00 3 37.50
Separated 2 50.00 e emee- 2 25.00
Deceased - emee- 3 75.00 3 37.50
TOTALS 4 100.00 A 100.00 8 100.00
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Residence of Respondents

Table 11 shows the number and per cent of the total respondents’
and male and female respondents regarding type of residence atAthe time
of drop-out.

The largest group (47.84 per cent) of the respondents were feéidents
of city houses. Thirteen and four hundredths per cent (3) lived in each
of the following: apartment, farm house, village house and trailer.

Of the 14 male respondents, 5 lived in city houses, 3 in farm
houses, 3 in village houseg, 2 in trailers, and 1 in an apartment.

Six of the 9 femaléAreépohdéntslliving in city houses, 2 in apart-

ments, and 1 in a trailer.’ e e

Schooling of Fathers and Mothers of Resﬁondeﬂts

Table 12 is arranged'in two parts in order to accommodate the
feSponses concerning the schooling of Both the father and mother of the
drop-out respondent. The fifst section of the table shows the number and
ber cent fér the fathers of the respondents; éhe'second does the same for
the mothers.

Only 2 of the total respondents had fathers who had not completed
grade school. .There is no reason to suSpe;E:“aglfar as these data are
concerned, that there~is a significant differencexihnthe percentages of
fathers with less than grade school education between this study and the

Illinois Study, since the critical ratio was only 1.26.



~TABLE 11 P

RESIDENCE OF RESPONDENTS
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MALE
NUMBER PER CENT

FEMALE TOTAL
NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT

Apartment - 1 7,15 2 . 22,22 . ¢ 3 13.04
City House: 5 35,71 6 66.67 . 11 47.84
Farm House - 3 21.43 - T emeew 3 . 13.04
Village House 3 21.43 - meee- 3 - 13.04
Trailer 2 - 14.28 1 11.11 3 13.04
TOTALS: 1 100.00 9 100.00 23 100. 00
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Thirteen (56.52 per cent) of the respondents' fathers had completed
grade school. A comparison of this percentage to that for a comparable
item on the Illinois Study indicated a difference significant at the .0l
level, indicating that a significantly higher percentage of the fathers
of the East Moline drop;out group had a grade school education than in
the Illinois Study.

‘ Thirty and forty-three hundredths per cent of the fathers of the
drop-outs responding had completed high school. In comparing this to the
percentage in the Illinqis §tudy regarding 1he same item, a critical
ratio of 1.65 resulted. fThi; figure is not signific;nt at either the
L0l or .05 level.

' Cohée;ning ﬁhe educ%ﬁ?g@laf ;hé mothers of theArespondents, 21.74
per cent of the reSpondents':mothers had not completed grade school.
This %erﬁeﬁtage was compared to the percentage relating to the same item
iﬂ the Illinois Study. The critical ratio (1.38) indicates that as far
as these data are concerned there is no significant difference between
the perceﬁfage of mothers who had not comﬁleted grade school in this
study and the same item in the Illinois Study.

Thirty and forty-three hundredths per cent qf the respondents'
qothers had completed grade scpéél.. This perqeg&age as compared to the
percentage of the Illinois Study on the same item had a critical ratio
which did not indicate a significant difference.

Oﬁé particularly surprising fact is that 47.83 per cent of the
mothers of the respondents had completed high school. This percentage,

when compared to the percentage of the Illinois Study on the same item,

was higher. 1In fact, the difference was significant at the .0l level.



. TABIE 12 .

SCHOOLING OF FATHERS AND MOTHERS OF RESPONDENTS
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ATHE MALE FEMALE TOTAL
FATHER NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT  NUMBER PER CENT

Grade School 2 14.28 - 2 8.70
Not Completed‘ ’ )

Grade School .

Completed . 7 50.00 66.67 13 56.52
High School 5 35.72 22.22 7 30.43
Completed

College - ememe- 11.11 1 4,35
Comp leted
TOTALS - 14 100.00 100. 00 23 100.00
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TABLE 12 (Cont'd)

SCHOOLING OF FATHERS AND MOTHERS OF RESPONDENTS

: S MALE ... . FEMALE ' TOTAL
MOTHER NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT

Grade School 7 .
Not Completed 3 - 21.42 2 22,22 -3 21.74
Grade School R SR o
Completed 4 28.58 3 33.33 7 30,43
High School ' . ;
Completed 7 50.00 4 44,45 11 47.83
College
Completed

TOTALS - 14 - 100.00 9 '100.00 - 23 100.00
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Siblings at Home

Table 13 shows that each of the 23 drop-out respondents had at
least 1 and as many as 8 siblings living at home at the time of with-
drawal. The range of siblings living at home for the group was from 1:

" to 8 and the average number per respondent was 4.5.

Reasons for Drop-Out

Many of the reSpondentslihdicated more than one reason for their
leaving school. Table 14 shows the number of total reasons given as 38,
which in thi; table is used to represent 100 pgrrcent.

""Lack of'interest” was the mosﬁrfrequent fésponse for drop-out,
wifhin'ﬁhe total‘gréup 6f respondents. ‘Seven or 18.42 per cent listed.
""lack of interest,'" 6 or 15.79 éer cent ﬁaﬁadeéic>£poo£ grades’,“ and
6 listed '"left sch601 to work." Five or 13.}6‘Per cent listed each of
the following reasons for leaving school: ”homg conditions," '"financial
reasons,' and '"other reasons;" 2 or 5.26 per cent indicated “marriage”
and "dismissal‘or expelled' as reasons for w?thgrawal from school.

‘ Among the male respondents, ''left school to work'' was the most
frequent reason given for drop-out. Five or 18.53 per cent listed
"academic (poor grades)' while ''lack of interest," "financial feasons,"
and '"'other reasons'" each had 4 responses. 'Dismissal or expelled" gnd.
"home conditions' each had 2 responses.

| Three of fﬁe 11 resbénses (27.27 per éent) from the females
indicated "lack of interest' ;- fﬁis was also t;ﬁé}of:"home cbndiﬁigﬁé;"
There were.2 responses to 'marriage' and only one to each of the
following: '"academic (poor gr.é.des),'ll "financial reasons,' and ‘''other

reasons.'
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TABLE 13

SIBLINGS AT HOME

NUMBER OF

SIBLINGS WALE . FEMALE o TOTAL-
AT HOME ~ NMBER PER CENT NWMBER PER CENT  NUMBER PER CENT
' Néne - —— e emmm- C - ———
- -One S| 7.14 S | C11.11 2 8.70
Two 6 42.86 1 11.11° 7 30,43
Three o 7.14 2 22.22 3 13.04
Four 1 7.14 2 22,22 3 13.04
" Five 1 7.14 2 22,22 3 13.04
six - - ———— S| 11.11 1 4.35
"Seven 1 7.14 - S 1 4.35
Eight 3 21,44 = e o 3 13.04

' TOTALS 14 100.00 - ° -9 . 100.00 23 100.00
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- TABIE 14

REASON FOR DROP-OUT

, MALE ' FEMALE TOTAL
NUMBER PER CENT. NUMBER .PER CENT NUMBER ‘PER}CENI'

Academic (poor grades) 5 18.53 1 9.09 6  15.79
Illness o _ e == - L mme- . mmeee
Marriage R - o mmees 2 ’18;i9 2 5.26
Left School to Work 6 22,22 - memes ‘6' 15.79
Lack of Interest R ;14.851i o3 27.27 ) 7 A 18:42
Dismissal or Expelleg 2 _;b?.41 . | e ’ ‘2 5.26
Home Conditions o 2 “;2;41 o 911 27.27 5 13.16
Financial Reasons 4 11.79 1 9.09 5 13.16
Other Reasons’ b 11.79 1 '9.09 5 13.16

TOTAL RESPONSES 27 ~.100.00 11 100.00 38 100.00
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Sports Activities of Respondents

Table 15A shows the total response to the questionnaire concerning
sports activities ef the respondents. Ten or 71.42 per cent of the 14
male respondents did not participate in sports, while 4, or 28.58 per
cent indicated they had participated in sports activities.

Only 2 of the 9 female respondents answered ''yes' to 'being in
sports activities.'" None of the girls answered further questions under
this category.

It is recognized that ''sports activities' should have been more
precisely defined in the.questionnaire. Even so, within thes$e limitations,
the information regarding the: four male participants above should suggest

an area for concern.

Factors- Associated with Sports Activities of Male Respondents

In Teble 15B, however, 3 of the 4 boys who had participated showed
they did not ''get along with the coach," 2 of the 4 indicated they did
not ''stay eligible" and 3 of the &4 did not think the ''coach gave them
the chance they theught he should." 1In . addition, 2 of the 4 sdaid that
they did not ''get aiong‘witn snei;'feammates.”

Extra-Curricular Activities of Respondents

Table 16 presents:the ''yes'" and ''mo' responses pertaining to
participation in extra-curriculaf activities.

All of the 23 total respondents gave a definite response. Nineteen
or 82.61 per cent of the total respondents were not members of any extra-
curricular organization. When compared with the percentage of individual
drop-euts who in the Illinois Study did not participate in extra-curricu-

lar activities, the East Moline group is not significantly different from
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SPORTS ACTIVITIES OF RESPONDENTS i ‘1
MALE FEMALE . TOTAL ; 4
NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER  PER CENT A
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IN spoRTs  Yes - 4 28.58 2 22.22 .6 26.09
ACTIVITIES No 10 71.42 7 77.78 17 73.91
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FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH SPORTS ACTIVITIES

TABLE 15B

OF MALE RESPONDENTS

42

_ NUMBER PER CENT
- Yes 1 ©25.00
Got Along with Coach No — . -3 75,00 100.00
.. Yes 2 50.00
Stayed Eligible No 2 50. 00 100.00
Coach gave you the
Chance you Thought ;es ; _ §2'88 100.00
He Should © ’
Got Along with Yes 2 50.00 100.00
Teammates No 2 -~ 50.00

g iy
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TABLE 16

. EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES OF RESPONDENTS

_ . MALE - - . FEMALE . TOTAL
MEMBERSHIP NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT " NUMBER PER CENT
Yes 1 - 7.14 3 33.33 4 17.39
No 13 92.86 6 66.67 19 82.61

TOTALS: 14 100.000 9 ° 100.00 23 " 100.00
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the Illinois group, that is, the_critical ratio wés below the .05 level.
Of the 14 male respondents, 13 (92.86 per cent) indicated they
had not participated in extra-curricuiar activities and only one boy
indicated fhat he had participated.
The situation was different wi;h regard to.females, however, and
although 66.67 per cen£ of fhe female,respondehts did not participate, -

3 or 33.33 per cent did.

Opinions Goncefningnﬂelpgulness of ﬁiéh’Schoolhcréduatioﬁ

One item on ﬁhe queétionnaire asked ﬁhe dro;;dpt to indicate whether
éf ﬁo; he Believed high school graduaﬁionucou1d>hav;Vgeen of benefif to
ﬁim. TableA17 éhéws the tasuiéted respsnses.

Fifteen or 65.22 per cent of the responding group indicated that
high school graduation would have been helpful, but 8 or 34.78 per cent
did not share this belief.

A comparison, perhaps noteworthy, is that while 10 of the 14 males
indicated a positive answer, (71.43 per cént), leaving of course &
negative answers; a smaller éercentage (55.56 per cent) of the females
answered ''yes" and a larger fraction (44.44 per cent) answered 'mo."
Although the limitations of the sample must be considered, this may raise
some questions for those concerned with improving the holding power of

United Township High School.

-Opinions Concerning Encouragement of Others to Graduate From High School

The final question in the questionnaire asked the drop-out to
indicate whether he would encourage others to graduate from high school.

Table 18 represents the tabulation of the responses.
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Twenty or 86.96 pér cent 6f the total respondents indicated that
they would encourage others to graduate from high school and only 3 or
13.04 per cent indicated they would not encourage others to complete high
" school.

Of the male respondents, 12 or 85.72 per cent said they would
encourage other pupils to complete high school and only 2 indicated.that
they would not encourage others to .finish high school.

In this question, males and females answered in strikingly
similar fashion since 8 or 88.89 per cent of the nine respondents showed
that they would encourage others to complete high school and oﬁly one

girl indicated she would not encourage others to complete high school.
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TABLE 17

HELPFULNESS OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION

NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER <PER;CENT NUMBER PER CENT
YES 10 71.43- 5 55.56 15 65.22

NO 4 28.57 4 44.44 8 34.78

TOTALS 14 100.00 | 9. 100.00 ‘ 23 100.00




TABLE 18

- -ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL
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NUMBER PER CENT

FEMALE -
NUMBER PER CENT

' TOTAL
NUMBER PER CENT

YES 12 - 85.72 8 88.89 20 86.96
NO 2 14.28 1 11.11 3 13.04
TOTALS 14 100. 00 9 -~ 100.00 23 100.00




CHAPTER V
SUMMARY, CONCLUSIONS, AND RECOMMENDATIONS

Summary J
' |

The Problem.--The purpose of this study was to determine certain

characteristics of drop-outs in United Township High School of East |

Moline, Illinois in the ninth and tenth grades during the first semester

of the 1960-61 school year and to a;certain certain relationships between

the various characteristics.and leaving.school.

The sélection of the ninth and tenth grades was made on the basis
of previously mentioned studies which indicated that the largest percen-
tage of drop-outs occur at these grade levels..

The area which surrounds the United Township High School'district
was described according to cities, population, and approximate size.

Three sources of data were considered in this study--''research
materials,' ''school records,"” and a ''questionnaire."

Certain delimitations were recognized at the outset of this study
and are described in Chapter I.

Chapter II presented a background  for the study. Related research
materials on the problem of pupil :droprouts from high school was given in
sumuary form according to three facets of the broad problem of pupil
'drop-outs, namely: 'causes,' ''detection,' and 'remedies."

Recent research concerning causes 6f school withdrawals was

summarized. Considerable information on drop-outs was obtained through

the U.S., Bureau of Labor Statistics which stated that the major single
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reason given by students leaving school was "adverse school experienqe."1
Implications of related research were also discussed in Chapter 1II.

-.A study of the drop-outs from the Chicago Public Schools was
summarized.2 Principal causes for the drop-outs were found to be ''failure
- of courses,' '"frequent absentees and truancy records,' '"home situaﬁions,”
and ‘''emp loyment! 1 L S } P

Chapter III was concerned with .data obtained from the school records
~concerning the drop-outs. - S ‘

A questionnaire was prepared to gather information from the drop-
outs. Chapter IV dealt with the tabulation and explanation of data from
the questionnaire respondents. |

Forty-nine per cent of the questionnaires were answeréd and returned.
One was sent to the wrong address and forty-nine per cent were not
returneq.

Over 55 per cent of the respondents were 16 years of age at the time
of leaving school. Thirty-two(pgr'centﬁwere_17, and approximately 11
per cent were 18 years of age.

Approximately 20 per cent of the drop-outs had parents who were out
of work at the time of withdrawal. Indications from various sources are
that there are 'financial problems at home' in ﬁany drop-out cases,

Over one-third of the drop-outs came from broken homes. The

principle reasons were ''divorce' .and ''one or both ‘parents no longer living."

The percentage of parents of drop-outs not living together in the

1y, s. Bureau of Labor Statistics, ;R- cit.

1x2De1angy, op. cit.
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East Moline Study (34.8 per cent) and in the Illinois Study (68.1 per

cent) was compared statistically. As far as the data used were concerned,

the percentage difference between this study and the Illinois Study was
significant at the .0l level.

Almost 60 per cent of the fathers and mothers of the .respondents
had no more than a grade school education. In comparing this study with
the Illinois State Study in regard to the significance of percentage
difference concerning the education of the parents, the critical ratio
indicated the difference to be significant in only two cases but these
were at the .0l level; in the remainder of the items regarding the
education of the parents of the drop-outs, there were no significant
differences between the East Moline group and the Illinois group.

Most of thé drop-outs came from familes having from 2 to 5
siblings at home. In this study the respondents averaged 4.5 siblings
at home. Although no percentages from similar studies were available
several studies imply that having several brothers and sisters living at
home can be related to a pupil's leaving school.

The principle causes for drop-outs as indicated by the sample
used in this study were: '"lack of interest,' '"academic (poor grades),"
and "left school to work."

A small percentage of the sample responding participated in extra-
curricular activities, however, when compgred with the Illinois Study
the percentage was not significaptly different from the state group.

Approximately two-thirds of the drop-out respondents indicated
that they thought high school graduation would have been of value to

-

them, although considerably more males than females took the poéitive

view,
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Approximately 85 per cent of the respondents would encourage other
people to graduate from high school. This is an instance in which

responding males and females were in fair agreement.

Conclusions

Oﬁ the basis of the data presented in this study, subject to the
limitations set forth in Chéptervl, the followiné cohclusions appear to
be redsonable with reference to United Toﬁﬁship High School.

1. The compulsory age limit for schooi_attendance of 16 is the
age at which most ninth and tenth grade drop-outs leave.

2. VI.Q. is positively related to remaining in the ninth and tenth
grades..

3. Retardation (being too old for grade) is related to dropping
out of the ninth and tenth .grades.

4. The number of drop-outs increase progressively per month from.
September through January of the 1960-61 school year.

5. Broken families may be conducive>t6 dropping out of school.
Additional data regarding incidence of divorce in the East Moline area
is needed before this can be conclusively stated, however.

6. The educatioﬁ of the parent may be.related to remaining in ..
school, Additional data regafding education of parents of the students.
in the ninth aqd tenth grades’of United”Townshi? ﬂigh school is needed.
before this, too, can be firmly concluded.ﬁl ‘

7. 'Family size is negatively rglated‘go remaining in school.

.,§. Boys dropping out tend not to participate supcessfully in
athetics,-dthat,is, in regard to relations with teammates, relations

with the coach, and eligibility.
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9. Drop-outs are not extensive participators in extrafcurrieolarh~
activities.

10. The most prevalent reasons for drop-outs in this study are:
(1) "lack of interest," (2) "academic (poor grades)," and (3) '"left
school to work.," : : T

11. Most drop-outs feel that high school graduation would have been
helpful‘to them, although boys feel this more strongly than girls.

12. Most drop-outs state that they will encourage others to graduate
from high school. ‘L | R
- Recommendations

4 -
- N N R

. In making recommendations from the data of this study; it appears

. : D ;
that before any &ffectlve steps can be taken to 1mprove the situatlon,

B

N

the school must be aware of and be prepared to meet, two condltlons.
First, verp_llttle 1mprovement in the holdlng poweruof Easthollne
High School can be foreseen if the administration, faculty, and communlty
are not dedicated to the prinelple of unlversal pub11c educatlon. This
means that unless the school personnel be11eve that thle is the school'
fuhction, the school will not be able to serVe’all youth eqhally well,
Second, it is necessary’for the'holdiné poﬁer of the school‘to be
e;aleated regularly and made»known to not only the echool personnel, but
to the pupils; the‘parehts, and the community in general. A better
‘situation would eiist if the pupila, teachers; and general communit y ‘
ﬁould work co-operatively in appraisihg the problem. In this waf aﬁSehse
ofvreeponsibility and stronger motivation should develop. The following
recomhendations are>directed toward alleviating the problem of[drop-outs

atVUnlted Township High School.
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1. In order to retain potential drop-outs in school, participation
in extra-curricular activities should be encouraged in the hope that
additional needs will be met.

2. Since it is evident from this study that a characteristic of
the drop-out is less than average intelligence, individual differences
among pupils must be far more widely recognized and accommodated.

3. It will be necessary to demonstrate to many pupils that there
is a worthwhile relationship between what is going on and being taught
in the school and the activities of daily living in the community.

4, Symptoms of the potential drop-out can and must be noted early
enough to prevent,thg withdrawal and since it is common knowledge that
in ﬁany cases the home is a profound influence upon youth, parents must
be made aware of the value high school education will have for their
children. It may be that through an increasingly effective guidance pro-
gram this can be best accomplished.

5. Use should be made of the guidance program during, perhaps, the
summer months, not only for the purpose of analyzing data concerning
incoming freshmen, but to take steps toward improving upon the methods
and accomplishments of the past year in order to enable the school to
consistently meet the needs of students.

6. A final recommendation is that this study be regarded as having
raised several possibilities for additional study of characteristics of
drop-outs in the United Township High School. A procedure which might be
especially productive is that of ascertaining characteristics of the
total United Township High School enrollment (education of parents, for

example) and compare this with a drop-out sample. This could produce



significant information to help identify both potential drop-outs and
basic or contributing causes of drop-outs in United Township High

School.
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1509 2nd Street
Charleston, Illinois
March 17, 1961

Dear Forméf Student:

i am a graduate of Unitéd Township High School (‘56).and‘I'm
gfillva résident’of Silvis, Illinois. At tﬁe pfesentﬂtime, I aﬁ éompleting
requirements for college graduation here at Eastern Illinois University
and would like for you to assist me in gathering some data on students
who, 1like yourself, withdrew from U.T.H.S. during the first semester of
the 1960-61 school year.

I am making a study of the'regsqns for this withdrawdl and what
has happened to these people since their withdrawal. - Your honest' and
accurate answers to the enclosed questionnaire will be appreciated.

Please fill out the quegtionnaire and return it as soon as possible
in thé’self—addre;séd énvelope I am enclosing. ALL INFORMATION IS

CONFIDENTIAL! Do not éign your name. Thank you.

-Sincerely yours,

Charles W. Morrison

Enclosure
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‘This questionnaire is for the purpose of gathering information
about the pupils who withdrew from the United Township High School during
the first semester of the 1960-61 school year. Your answers to the
following questions will help to determine the reasons for the withdrawal
of the pupils during this year.

’

Al]l the information will be confidential. Please do not sign

your name! e

Please answer the following questions and answer honestly. We
wish the answers to be as accurate as possible. Most of the questions

can be answered by placing a check mark in a space which is provided.
Some of the questions will require you to write your answer.

Please check the proper response or write in the correct statement:
1. Check one: Male Female

2. Age last birthday: years

3. What is your race? White ~ Negro " Other (tell what)

PART A

At the time you left school:

1. What was the occupation of your parent or guardian?

2. Was your parent or guardian working then? Yes No

3. Were your parents living together then?. . Yes - No

4, If they were not living together then,'check,the;feason{

Divorced
Separated
Deceased

5. Where did you live at the time?
Apartment Village House

City House - Trailer House
Farm House
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11.
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What was the last schooling of your father?

Grade school not completed Grade school completed
High school completed ‘College completed

What was the last schooling of your mother?

Grade school not completed Grade school completed
High school completed College completed

How many brothers or sisters were living at home? Brothers___ Sisters__

For what reason did you leave school?

Academic (poor grades) Lack of interest
Illness Dismissal or expelled
Transfer Home conditions
Marriage Financial reasons
Left school to work Other reasons

Were you in sports activities? Yes " No

If so, did you stay eligible? Yes No

Did you get along with your coach? Yes No

Did you get along with your teammates? Yes . No

Did the coach give you the chance that you thought you should have?
Yes No

When you were in school were you a member of any extra-curricular

organization such as Advisory Board, Camera Club, Spanish Club, G.A.A.,
etc. Yes No

If so, please name the organizations.

PART B

Do you believe that high school graduation would have been of value

to you? Yes No

Would you encourage other people to finish high school? Yes No
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