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·CHAPTER I 

HITRODUCT ION 

·statement af the Problem 

The .purpose of this s tudy .is to determine certain characteris tics 

of drop-auts in United Townsh.iJ> High School o� .East Moline, Illinois in 

tpe ninth and tenth grades during the first semester of the 1960-6 1 school 

year and to ascerFain c�rtaifl relationships between the various charac

teristics an� leaving s c�o�l,_. 

The ninth and tenth grades were chosen becaus e reliable studies 

have �hown .that the larges t percentage of drop-o�ts oc�ur at these grade 

,levels . 1 The firs t semester of the 1960-61 s chool year was chosen in 

orde.r that addres ses at the time of s chool withdrawal would likely be 

current. 

The .school populat�on of the United Township High School com.es from 

E ast Moline, Silvis , n�arpy villages , and rural territory . Both East 

Molin_e, (population 13, 9 13) and Silvis (populati�n 3, 473) are located in 

what is known as the "Quad-C.ity'.1 area. This area. has a population of 

approximately 197, 000 and is coi:riposed of Dav,enport, Iowa, Rock Island , , 

Moline_, and East Moline, Illinois . The territory, industrial in llature, 

contains in addition to the abov�. cities , s everal residentiai deyelopments 

�d villages all within a radius of  approximately twepty miles. 

lu. s .. Bureau of Labor Statistics , ·From School to Work, The Early 
Employment Exe::ience of Youth in� Communities (Washington, D .C.: -
Government Printing Office, 1960), p.  3 .  
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Sources of Data 

- Research Material.--To develop a backgro\ind concerning the problem 

of drop-outs from secondary schools, related research was stnnmarized.1 

The research reports utiliz-ed were selected from the library of Eastern 

Illinois University and the East Moline Public Library. 

AD. important reference describing methods of procedure for this 

type of study was a bulletin published by the Office of the State Superin

tendent of Public Instruct'ion.'2 

School Records. --D\lring the course of the' school year a cumulative 

drop-out list is maintained by the secretary to the guidance counselors 

at I United Township High School. In preparing the. list of ·drop-outs for 

consfderation in this study, the list was utilized in the following 

manner. ·Sixty-two pupils left the ninth and tenth grades, ·t5 of whom· 

transferred to another school leaving a total of 4i drop-out students 

who actually left the ninth and tenth grades of school during the first 

semester of the 1960-61 scho.ol year. 

Following the permanent withdrawal of a pupil from the United 

Township High School, the pupil's permanent record card is marked with ·a: 

blue tab until the end of the school year. At that time the card is 
;� "'; . : { ' 

removed from the active file and plac.ed in the "dropped" file. The record 

cards of the 4� drop-outs were examined for the purpose of obtaining the 

pupil's name and address; chronological age; intelligence quotient based 

on the Terman-McNemar Test; race; and month of drop-out. 

1see Chapter II. 

2Illinois Curriculum Program, How to Conduct the Holding Power Study 
of the Illinois Curriculum Program, rev. ed. (Springfield, Illinois: 
Office of the Superintendent .of Public Instruction, 1955), 61 p. 



Questionnaire.--The bulletin mentioned under "Res�earch Material" 

b d .  h . f . .  1 a ove was use in t e preparation o a questionnaire. Item number iQ. 

on the questionnaire was an exception to this procedure for item 

selection.2 Forty-nine per cent of th� questionnaires sent out were 

answered and returned. 

_ .  Correspondence.--Several letters were written to the following 

Illinois educators:. Dr. Eric Johnson, ASf?iStant to the President, _ 

3 

Illinois State Normal Un�versity; Dr. Harold Hand, Prqfessor of Education, 

University of Illinois; Dr. Woodson Fishback, Director, Illinois Curricu-

lum Program, Springfield, _-Illinois; Mr. Charles Al!-stin, Principal of_ 

Rock Island High School; Dr. Hans Olsen, Consultant in General Education, 

Springfield, Illinois; and Dr. Robert Zeller, Guidance Consultant, 

Springfield, Illinois. Their contributions were in the area of suggestions 

as to the location of materials. 

Treatment of Data 

Research Materials.--The s.tudies summariz�d _were used t<;>_ develop 

Chapter II of this report. _ 

School Records.--The data selected from.the school records of the 

drop-outs were tabulated.for pureoses of det�rmining the general charac-

teristics of.the drop-out gr9up. Tables 1 through 5 present tqe data 

thus obtained • . 

Questionnaire.--The r�sults of the questionnaire were tabulated and 

are repres�nted in Tables 6 through 18. 

1Ibid. 

2see Appendix. 



4 

De finition of Terms .. 

The term !!respondents". as used in this st\,ldy means.thase drop-outs 

who answered and. returned the ques.tionnaire. 

The term. "drop-out" as used. in thisi:study meC1ns a pupil permanently 

withdrawn from school .. for a reason or reasons other than graduation or 

enrolling in another school .,  

·: The phrase "Illinois Study" refers to a rec�nt st'lldy of pupil · 

drop-outs conducted in the state of Illinois by t he Office of the State 

Superintendent of .Public lnstruction . 1 

The phrase "East Maline Study" refers to this study as presented in 

this paper. · . 

Delimitations 

Twenty-three of the 47 ( 49 per cent) of the questionnaires were 

answered and returned. This percentage represents a reasonably high 

return. · . ' '  .. 

It is recognized that answers to the questionnaire may or may not 

be valid • .  The· study assumes that the letter accompanying the question-

naire was reasonably effective in securing accurate and honest replies . 

The questionnaire was designed to be returned unsigned. It is 

recognized· that this procedure carried with it the disadvaI_ltage of. pre-

eluding a follow-up of non-respondents. ·The decision was i,riade on tJ1e 

assumpt:i.on that unsigned questionnaires would be more likely to yield 

\. · 
1n�inais> State Summary � ( Springfield, Illinois : Office of 

the Superintendent of Public Instruction� 1960) .  
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valid replies in the s ubjective areas of the study. 

The answers to t'V20 items in the questionnaire,, "occupation of · ' 

parent" and 1 1 extra.:curricular activities . participated in while in school, " 

were not tabulated . in this paper due to the ·fact that the replies were 

varied and ambiguous and considered insufficient· for reliable. tabulation. 

It mus t be recognized that Chapter V (Summary,  Conclusions , and 

Recommendations) is formulated on the b asis of this s tudy and should be 

interpreted with thes e limitatians in mind . 

An additionai cons ideration pertinent to the interpretation of this 

study is the fact that s .ince the number of respondents .· is _ relatively 

small, percentages represent a. smaller number of people. Since, however , 

a .comparison of percentages .. of the sample. with .;a state s ample is made 

later in the study and accurate pres entation is 'intended, all tabular 

data are presented in both numbers and percentages� 

Significance of the Problem 

The problem of young people dropping out of s chool is one of  

national concern. Extensive studies of pupil drop-outs have been made in 

early every state in the union and in most of the larger cities within 

these states . 

It is estimated that approximately 900, 000 students left s chool 
' " " '. 1 before graduation in 196 0 .  In this decade , unles s the trend is radically 

changed, an appalling one-third of students in the United States will not 

finis h high school . Many drop-outs lack sufficient intelligence to do 

the work.  But the real tragedy is that at least 70  per cent have the 

1 11Drop-Out Tragedies , "  Life, XLVIII (May 2, 196 .0),  p. 106 . 
II 
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ability to s ucceed in s chool. The drop-out remains as one of the most 

important problems of education in the United, States . l . .  , It seems apparent 

that s uch a situation is worthy of contirtuou�, study . Proposed solutions 

to the problem will never be non-argumentative or permanent in nature. 

The increase'iri. s chool population in the United States can be. 

explained by several factors . 'In Illinois , the law requires that a child 

remain in school until he reaches the age of s ixteen, 2 and most pupils 

entering high s chool have not reached their sixteenth . birthday; therefore , 

they remain tn school. 

In recent years education has become an increasingly important 

:factor for securing the most desirable jobs • .  Parents and youngsters 

seeking employment become more and more aware of this; consequently , 

parents are insisting that their children attend school as long as 

possible with the objectiVe'of· completing high school. 

Today it is possible for most of  the children of this cotl.ntry to 

s�cure a high school education and yet s chools are having difficulty 

sustaining the int.erest of some boys and girls to the point that they 

finish high.·school . 

. The individual tragedy has.increased to the point that it has 

became a national waste. The drop-out looking�for a job immediately runs 

·into the requirement.c:"High School E'ducation. " At the present rate, by 

196 5  there will be three non-graduates for .every two unskilled jobs . For 

every seven skilled jobs , however , there will be only five high school 

3 g!=aduates • .  

1Ibid. 

2illinois , School Code , (19 57) , art. 26 , sec.  26 -1 , p. 27 1 .  
3

,•:1prop�,@):!t Tragedies , "�·..£..!! . ,  p .  106 . 
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Always the first to be laid off, the drop-out has double the 

1 unemployment· rate of graduates . ,  He never recovers, in the world of 

employment, the ground lost by not completing school. 

The potential drop-out is usually one who, long before he has 

dropped out of school physically, has dropped put :in spirit. He usually 

is not a juvenile ·.delinquent, even though humilia�iop. often makes him 

sullen or disobedient . In many cases he is retarded :in reading ahd 

therefore .has difficulty in. learning from books or usmg words to express 

ideas . Teachers have left him alone,  rather than hold back the entire 

class. The boys' apathy toward education ends in truancy and low grades . 

2 By age sixteen he has dropped one to two years behind his classmates. 

He is humiliated by the inability to keep up and usually is larger 

and older than the others in his classes . Graduation for him seems 

beyond reach . He finds reasons to quit--uschool's no good;" or "I don't 

like my teachers, "  or the real reason , "I'm too far behind . "  At this 

age , a job , no matter how unimportant , is a sudden badge of manhood . 

The money it brings will buy importance . 

In many cases there is little help at home . Many parents praise 

"good money� and scorn "book learning . 11 Others do not care, and frequent-

ly are not able to help. Many homes are crippled by divorce , separation, 
• I  

sickness, and poverty . The clear and unmistakab le need is to catch 

drop-outs early , before the damage is beyond repair . 

l�. 

2 
· U. s. Department of  Labor, 21?.· .£!!., p .  4 .  



CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF REIATED RESEARCH 

Literature concerning drop-outs was summarized for the purpose of 

developing a background pertinent to the problem of this study . A 

summary of this literature, analyzed with regard to the areas of causes, 
'.., , . .  ' 

detection, and remedies is presented in this chapter. 

Causes 

In March 196 0,  the Bureau of Labor Statistics repor!=ed findings 

. 1 
based on an extensive study of seven communities over the period 1952-5 7 . 

The 1 ,600 drop-outs .. who were personally interviewed were asked why they 

left school . The major .s.ingle reason given was nadvers� school experience. 11 

School records showed that over 45 per cent of all the drop-outs had 

I .Q .  's of less than 90 and about one-third had I .Q. 's of less than 85. 

This means,· among other things, that this group had .probably not acquired 

the degree of reading ability which would have.made school interesting and 

. 2 manageab le. 

Marriage was a major reason given by girls for dropping qut of 

school. . Although few boys gave this. reason, .it may weil have been a hidden 

motive for boys who dropped out to go to work, not becuase of the need 

for self support, but as. a prelude to_ ceurtship and marriage . Marriage 

was the reason that was given for leaving school by <rtVer one- fourth of 

the girl drop-outs in this·.:study. 

llliE_. 
2Ibid. 



In 1950, the.American School Board.Journal presented data concerning 
. .  ,-

drop-outs from the Chicago Public Schools. A sununary follows: 

Twenty per cent of the •:drop-outs' left during the·-' 
· freshman year; 40 per cent during the second year; 30 per 

cent during the third year; and 10 per cent in the final 
year. 

Of the; ''·drop-auts' interviewed, only 19 per cent had 
a fair record of scholarship at the time of leaving; the 
others were failing in many or. all subjects. 

'Repeated absence from school is a cannnon symptom of 
schoo 1 leaving. 

Forty-six per cent of the 'drop-outs' interviewed 
.were rated on mental tests as having average or better than 

average ability. Some, however, showed handicaps to such 
an ·extent that regular courses were definitely beyond their'· 
ability to understand and enjoy. 

' t 

Schools in underprivileged areas reported 73 per cent 
of the 'drop�outs' �ere frequently absent or truant prior· 
to leaving schooi; city-wide records indicated that 
approximately 35 per·cent were chronic absentees and that 
more than 50 per cent had truancy records. 

Few of the 'drop-outs' participated in extra- curricu
lar activities. 

·Health records (:)f 'drop-outs,' when available, 
indicated many causes of faulty vision, heariilg defects, 
and other types ·of health factors responsible for 
retardation. 

' . .\, 

The ·number reporting employment as a reason for school 
leaving was so small that it is considered negligible. In 
only 10 per cent of the causes was part-time daily work 
indicated and in but 7 per ·cent. was there _Saturday employ
ment. 

Home conditions were reported as contributing factors 
to many of t he 'drop-outs.' Included among the conditions 
indicated were overcrowding, broken family ties, guardian
ship by other than the parents�. financial problems, 
disordered homes because of working mothers. 

In only twa cases was it. indicated that parents 
insisted that the child drop out of school. 



. Frequent absence appeared to have its beginning in 
· · · · th

·
e fourth or

. 
fifth grade of elementary school, continuing 

into high school. 

The majority of the 'drop-outs' were not aware of. the 
real causes of their dissatisfaction. 

Fewer tha� half of the 'drop-outs' interviewed had 
promise� of jobs prior to leaving school. .Many secured. 
employment through the school placement counselor after 
dropping out • · . .. 

In many cases Where financial needs in the home caused 
the student to leave school, he at once made plans to 
continue his education in evening school. l 

Detection 

10 

Eventual µrap-outs have been shown to exhibit certain symptoms 

before making the final decision to leave school. Al�rt school personnel, 

knowing these symptoms, could detect the p�tenti�l drop- out before he 

actually withdraws from school. · 

Harold J .  Dillon stated some of these symptoms as follows: 

1. Fairly consistent regression in scholarship from 
elementary to junior to senior high school. 

2. Frequent grade failures in the elementary school • 

. 3 .  High frequency o f  grade or subject failure in the 
junior to senior high school . 

4 .  Marked regression in attendance from elementary to 
junior to senior high _school. · 

5 .  Frequent transfers from one.school to another . 
6 .  Evidence of a feeling of insecurity or lacking of 

.belonging in school {here participation in extra
curricular activities is an important indication). 

7. Marked lack of interest in school wo.rk. 2 · 

Remedies 

'Manys:udies have been made which suggest possible remedies for the 

1John F .  Delaney, "That Vacant High School Seat, 11 American School 
Board Journal, CXXI {November, 1950), pp . 22-23• 

2Harold J. Dillon, Report from National Child Labor Committee, 
"Early School Leavers- -A Major Educational Problem., "{New York , 1949 ) .  
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problem· of school drop-outs., However, no single plan has been suggested 

as· "the only solution. "· 

· Following a study made in Chicago, John F. Delaney gave 'these 

possible remedies: , . ·  

' '  .·. 1. · A co-ordinated plan for handling absences, truancies, 

2. 

3. 

4. 

and discipline problems should be developed in every 
schooi ·through co'-operative effort on the part of 
attendance and placement counselors, adjustment teachers, 
division and class 'teachers, and disCiplinary officers. 
Such, a plan would lead to early recognition and intelli
gent handling of problems. 

An 'in-service training program presenting' modern tech
niques in counseling and group dynamics should be 
developed. 

Full use should'be made of cumulative records. 

Curriculum modif.ication should be made to provide offer
ings to meet the·needs of all of the pupils� 'This should 
help'maintain their interest in continuing their education. 

5. More effective and unified methods of checking out of 
the student when school leaving is.unavoidable should be 

�-,:! ... developed. l "� 

2 Harold c. Hand states that there are two preconditions that the 
, , . 

school must meet.before any workable remedies can be applied to increasing 

the holding power of the. se�ondary. schools. The most fundamental of 

these is that the. faculty of th� school must be dedicated to the principle 
. .- : ' ... _ .  ' 

of universal public secondary equcation. The high school, states Dr. 

Hand, .is.·. not likely to serve. all yout� equally well unless the teachers 

themselves believe that th;is is what the bigh �chool should do. The 

second �ecessary precondition 'i� that. the li�lding power of the local 

lnelaney, -�. cit. 

2Har�l� C. ,Hand, Principl
.
es;- of:; Public Secondary Education (New. 

Yor�: Harcourt,,Brace �nd Comp�y, , 1958), pp� 108-112. 
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school must be evaluat;:.ed and made '�own.not -only to �he admin�stration, 

but to the teachers, pupil,s, parents, and the public in general. It seems 
, . .  

that this step· could be :improved even further if the pupils, teachers, 

and public could cooperate actively in appraising the situation .  If this 

were done, they would receive a sense o f  ownership and responsibility and 

would be more strongly mo tivated to do something about it . 

Guidance must play an important role in meeting the special needs 

o f  school youth . Good teaching and counseling are thought by many to be 

practically inseparable . The National Society •.for the Study of Education 

outlined, in. 19 52, four characteristics of a good guidance program: 

1. Every student will be 'known well by someone on the school 
staff. 

2 .  Provisions will be made in planning the teacher's time 
and pupils load for individual con ferences as well as the 
group guidance in classes . 

3 .  Secondary school plants will be built or redesigned to 
include conference off ices where teachers and students 
can meet privately. 

4 .  A premium will be placed on the development of a faculty 
which is guidance conscious and trained in guidance 
techniques . 1 

The society stated the following about good teaching which 

pointed out the relationship between good teaching and effectiv;e guidance: 

A good guidance program alone will not assure classes 
which meet the needs of youth. In fact, students will 
probably not be very enthusiastic about conferences with 
teachers unless the results of  the conference make a differ
ence in classrooms. The difference between good teaching 
and poor teaching is .. s.o pronounced that one can say that 
good classroom teaching will do more to insure the meeting 
of special needs in a school than any other single factor . 

1Nelson B .  Henry, "Adapting the Secondary School Program to the 
Needs of Youth," Fifty-Second Yearbook of the -National Society for � 
Study£.!. Education, Part I (The University of  Chicago Press, Chicago 37, 
Illinois, 19 53), pp. 142-144 . 



Without good teaching, special o fferin g  is unsound because 
the bas ic atmosphere o f  the s chool is not one o f  e ffectiv e  
l iving and learn ing.- ,_ . .. 

Good teach ing demands that each student .fee l that he 
is being treated as an individual. He must s ense that his 
difference and his \.lniqueness are r.espected. l 

1 
Ib id., pp. 143-144. 
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CHAPTER III 

DATA FROM OFFICE RECORDS 

The secretary to the guidance personnel at United Tewnship High 

School, East Moline, Illinois, maintains a drop-out list on all early 

school leavers. The list contains the reasons for withdrawal from school 

such as ''moved," "illness," 11gone to work," etc . Table 1 represents a 

tabulation of the drop-out list for the first semester of the 19 60-61 

school year . 

At the beginning of the school· yea� the total enrollment in the 

ninth and tenth grades at United Township High School was 947 pupils. In 

determining the percentages given in Table 1, each case was computed as 

a part of the initial enrollment of 947 pupils. . At
. 

the end of the first 

semester of the school year the enrollment totaled 885 pupils which was 

93 
.

• 46 per cent of the initial enrollment. The final enrollment and 

percentage were considered as representing the pupils held in the ninth 

and tenth grades. 

Fr�m--the beginning enrollment of 947 pupils, '62 withdrew. from 

school. This number. represents 6. 54 per cent of the ninth and tenth 

grade population. Of this group, 15  or 1 . 58 per cent of the enrollment 

transferred out of the school district and 47 or 4 . 96 per cent of the 

enrollment dropped for other reasons . 



GROUPS 

Held in School -

Moved from District 

Other Reasons 

Grand Total 

. TABLE 1 

PUPILS HELD AND Nar HELD 
IN NINTH AND TENTH GRADES 

NUMBER 

885 

(transfer) 15 

47 

947 
. c ;·- .. 

15 

PER CENT 

. . .  93.46 

1.58 

4.96 

100.00 
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Distribution of Drop-Out List for This Study 

The procedure used in reducing the drop-out list to include only the 

47 pupils who left school for reasons other than transferring out of the 

school district was as follows: since the 15 pupils who moved from the 

district requested a transcript of credit to another high school, the 

drop-out group mentioned henceforth is the group of 47 pupils who left 

school for such other reasons as "work," "lack of interest," "financial 

reasons," "family difficulties," "dismissed or expelled by school 

authorities," etc. Tabulated material was computed on the basis of 47 

equaling 100 per cent of the drop-outs. 

Age and Sex of the Drop-Outs 

As indicated by Table 2, 59.57 per cent of the drop-outs were boys 

and 40. 43 per cent of the drop-outs were girls. A total of 27 or 57.45 

per cent of the drop-outs were 16 years old at the time of leaving school. 

Fifteen or 31.·9.l per cent were 17 years old and 5 or 10.64 per cent were 

18 years of �ge when leaving school. 

It is interesting t� note that a large percentage (42.55) of the 
. ' 

drop-outs is in the over-age group. Ages 14-15 and 15-16 are considered 

as normal ages for grades 9 and 10 respectively. 

lntelli.g�ncre Quotient 

All beginning ninth grade students are given the Terman-McNemar 

group test of mental ability. Those who transfer to the school during 

the year are not required to take the test until the following year. All 

fnt-.e,ll.l.:Eg�mt:e quotients· shown in Table 3 are from the Terman-McNemar Test. 
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TABLE 2 

AGE AND SEX OF THE DROP-ours 

EACH SEX TOTAL BOTH SEXES 
AGE SEX NUMBER PER CENI' NUMBER PER CENT 

16 M 16 57 .19 27 51,45 F 11 57 . 89 

17 
M 9 32. 14 

15 31.91 
F 6 31.58 

18 M 3 10.72 5 10.64 F 2 10.53 

M 28 f�9 .57) 100.00 47 100.00 
TOTAL F 19 (40.43) 



I ' '• 

'" ' 

\ 

'• ' ,' ·TAB,LE 3 

I . Q. DISTRIBUfION BY GRADE LEVEL 

SCORE INTERVAL 

1,20 - 123 

116 . .  - 119 

112  - 115 

108 - 1 1 1  

104 -· 107 

100 ... 103 

96 _' - '99 , 

92 - 9 5  

88 - 91 

84 - 87 

80 83 

76 79 

7. 2 - 7 5  
., 

No Test Score 

N 

Median 

Mean 

TOTAL 

.1 

2 

Total 
47 

89 

9 1  

9 th 
1 2  

8 2  

84 

GRADE LEVEL OF PUPii.S 

10th 
35 

89 

9 5  

9 10 

1 1 

1 

5 

3 

3 

1 7 

2 6 

4 2 

2 1 

1 

2 4 

18 
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Table 3 is .arranged w ith the int·el1rig�tro'e quotients grouped according 

to the grade level of the dropped pup i l  in addit ion to a frequency 

distr ibution. '· ' 

The median ilit•e11rig�nC:e quotient was 82 for the ninth grade ·drop-

outs and 89 for the tenth grade drop•outs. The median int e l ligence 

quotient for the total group was also 89. It., should be noted that the 

median intel l igence quotient.·for the tenth grade was found to be the 

higher o f  the .two·grades and this is, o f  course , the typ ical s ituation. 

Records at-the high school showed the median int�l l igence quotient 

for. the ninth and tenth . .graders who· d id .not drop -out o f  schoo l.dur ing 
. ( 

the f irst semester to be 102. 'Dfre:: meandilt:e•lllggnc<ai ·quot ient o f  the drop-' 

outs in this group was 9 1  as compared to the mean o f  104 o f  those 

students who were hel d  in school. 

A crit ical ratio or ! o f  14.8 was found in the comparison o f  the 

11Hel d11 and 11Not He ld1'
. 

groups in the ninth and t enth grades. The null 

hypothesis was rejected above the .0 1 leve l o f  significance. This is 

an indication that the difference between the mean inte l l igence quot ients 

o f  those who did not leave school and those who droppe d  out is h ighly 

sign i ficant. 

Month.of Drop-Out 

Each month dur ing the first·-�semester of  the 1960-6 1 school .year 

at United Townsh ip High Schoo l  3 or more pup ils dropped out. Tab le 4 

shows the number and per cent o f  the male and female withdrawals for 

each month. 

January showed the largest number and per cent of drop-outs; a 

total of 15 ·pup ils or 3 1.92 per cent o f  the drop-outs o ccurred during 
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that month. September was low with 3 drop-outs or 6 . 38 per cent of the 

group; October showed 8 or 17. 02 per cent; November had 9 or 19.15 per 

cent; and December had 12 or 25. 53 per cent of the withdrawals. 

Male withdrawals were greatest during the months of December and 

January. Both October and November had 5 male drop-outs or 18.52 per 

cent; 8 drop-outs in December accounted for 25.93 per cent; and 8 drop

outs took place in January for 29. 62 per cent. 

Female withdrawals from school were also greatest during the month 

of January. Seven or 35 per cent of the 20 female drop-outs occurred 

during that month; Dec�ber followed with 5 or 25 per cent; November had 

4 or 20 per cent; October had 3 or 15 per cent and September was low 

with 1 female drop-out. 

Race of the Drop-Outs 

Of the total enrollment of 947 pupils in the ninth and tenth grades 

at the beginning of the 1960-61 school year at Uni1:ed Township High 

School, 847 or 89.43 per cent were of the Caucas.ian race, 58 or 6.12 per 

cent were t,MeX:.i'O.:an:;; and 42 or 4.45 per cent were Negro. 

The racial distribution of the drop-outs is somewhat different, 

however. Table 5 was prepared to indicate the
.

race of the drop-outs . .. 

Twenty-one or 74 per cent of the male drop-outs were of the Caucasian 

race; 3 or 10.71 per cent of the male drop-outs were of the Mexican 

race; and 4 or 15. 29 per cent were of the Negro race. 

Of the female drop-outs 15 or 78.95 per cent were Caucasian; 1 or 

5.26 per cent were Mexican; and 3 or 15. 79 per cent were Negro. 

Thirty-six or 76.6 per cent of the total drop-outs were Caucasian; 

4 or 8. 51 per cent were Mexican; and 1 or 14.89 per cent were Negro. 



MONIH 

September 

October 

November 

December 

January 

TOTALS 

TABLE 4 
. .. 

MONIH OF WITHDRAWAL 

MALE FEMALE 
NUMBER PER CENr NUMBER PER CENT 

2 7.41 1 5 . 00 

5 18.5 2  3 1 5.00 

5 18 . 52 4 20 . 00 

.7� 25 . 9 3  5 25.0Q. 

8 29 . 6 2  7 35.00 

27 100 . 00 20 100.00 

21 

TOTAL 
NUMBER PER CENr 

3 6 . 38 

8 17.02 

9 19 . 15 

12 25 . 53 

15 3 1 . 9 2  

47 100.00 
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TABLE 5 

RACE,;OF 'rHE DROP-OUTS 

MALE FEMALE TCYrAL 
RACE NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENI' NUMBER PER CENT. 

Caucasian 21 74 . 00 . 15 7 8 . 9 5  36 76 . 6 0  
) , . ' ' ' . 

Mexica.i;i, 3 10. 71  1 5 . 26 4 8 . 51 
' ' ,, ' 

Negro 4 15 . 29 3 15 . 79 7 14 . 89 

TCYrAIS . 2� . �oo.oo ' 19 100.00 47 100 . 00 



CHAPTER IV 

DATA OBTAINED FROM QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONDENTS 

guestionnaire Response 

A questionnaire for the purpose of obtaining information concerning 

the drop-outs was mailed with a self-addressed stamped envelope to the 

47 drop-out students. 

Table 6 indicates the number and p ercentage tabulation of the 

responses. Twenty-three or 49 per cent of the 47 questionnaires were 

answered and returned. One was returned by the postal service matked 

11no longer at this address •11 · · Twenty-three or 49 per cent ·of 'the question-

naires were not returned. 

Fourteen or 46.67 per cent of the 30 males responded as did 9 or 

52.94 per cent of the 17 females. One of the drop-outs did not receive 

the questionnaire due to an incorrect address. 

Age, Sex, and Per Cent of Questionnaire Respondents 

Table 7 shows the.largest number (56.52 per cent) of the respondents 
• , I 

were 16 years of age; 8 or 34. 78: per c�nt were. 17 and 2 or 8. 7 per cent 

were 18. 

Eight or 57.14 per cent of the male respondents were 16 years old; 

4 or 28.57 per cent were 17; and 2 or 14.29 per cent were 18. 

In comparison, 5 or 55.56 per cent of the females were 16 and 4 or 

44.44 per cent were 17 years of age. It is interesting to note that by 

way of contrast, however, none of the girl respondents were over 17 years 

of age. 



Returned and 
Answered 

Returne_d 
. (Wrong address) 

No Respo11s.e 

TOTALS 

TABLE 6 

,· ,. 

QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONSE 

MALE .F.EMALE 
NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENr 

.. . ' 

14 46. 67 9 52.94 

1 5.98 

16 53.33 7 .41.18 

30 100.00 17 100.00. 

24 

TOTAL 
NUMBER PER CENr 

23 49.00 

l 2.00 

23 49.00 

47 100.00 



AGE 

16 

17 

18 

TarALS 

·25 

·TABLE 7 

AGE, SEX, AND PER CENT OF QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONDENTS 
' L .

. 

- - . 

SEX 
r .  

M 
F 

M 
F 

M 

M 
F 

Each Sex 
NUMBER PER CENT 

8 ,5_7.14 
5 55 . 56 

4 28.57 
4 44 . 44 

2 14 . 29 

14 100 . 00 
9 .100 . 00 

.TarAL Both Sexes 
NUMBER PER CE Nr 

" . 13 56 . 52 

8 34 . 7 8 

2 8 . 70  

23  100 . 00 
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Race of  Questionnaire Respondents 

The data from the responses to the questionnaire concerning race 

of the drop -outs were tabulated in Table 8. Table 8 shows the number 

and per cent of each sex in the race group . 

Twenty-one or 9 1 . 3  per cent of the total respondents were Caucasian, 

one was Negro., and one Mexican. 

All male respondents were Caucasian, whereas 7 of the 9 female 

respondents ( 77 . 78 per cent) were Caucasian. One girl was of Mexican 

descent and one girl was Negro. 

Parents or Guardians Working 

Twenty of the 23 total respondents (86 . 9 6  per cent) had parents or 

guardi�ns who were working ·at the: time o'f drop- out while 3 ( 13 . 04 per 

ce.nt) had parents or guardians who .were un�pJ_.oyed at the time the pupil 

dropped from school. 

Table 9 shows the number and per cent of employed parents or 

�ardians of the total group responding . It is interesting that while 

eleven out of 14 parents or guardians of the male respondents were 

employed, parents or guardians of all the female group were .employed at 

t;he time of drop-out . 

. \ 
, .  

Parents Living at Home and Reasons 'for Parents Not Living at Home 

It was difficult to prepare a single table depicting data gathered 

concerning both the number of  parents living together and the reasons 

for parents not living together. Therefore, two tables were prepared 

(Table lOA and Table lOB) . 
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TABLE 8 

RACE OF QUESTIONNAIRE RESPONDENTS 

Each Sex TCYI'AL Both Sexes .RACE SEX . NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT 
\ . . 

Caucasian M 14 100.00 21 9 1.30 
F 7 7 7 .  78 

. .  

·- M 
Mexican F 1 11.11 l 4.35 

l_ 

Negro M 1 4 . 35 F 1 1 1.11 

. TCYI'ALS M 14 100.00 23 100 . 00 
F 9 100.00 
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· TABLE 9 

PARENTS OR GUARDIANS WORKING 

Male Female Total 
NUMBER PER CENr NUMBER PER CENT . · NUM.BER PER CENT 

Yes 11 78.57 100.00 20 ' 86 .96 

No 3 21.43 00.00 3 13.04 

TarALS 14 100.00 9 100.00 23 100.00 
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Table 10A shows that the parents o f  15 or 65.22 per cent o f  the 

pup ils who answered the ques t ionnaires were l iv ing at home at the time o f  

t·he drop -out an d  that 8 o r  34.88 per cent o f  the 23 respondents had at 

least one parent not l iving at home at the t ime the drop-out occurred. 

Table lOB contains three reasons for parents not l iv ing together 

at home. These reasons were "divorce , "  "separat ion ," and 11deceased.11 

Parent s of 3 or 37.5 per cent o f  the group o f  8 were not living together 

for r eason o f  divorce , 2 for reason of separation, and 3 drop-out 

respondents had parents who were deceas ed, that is, out o f  the group o f  

23, d ivorce o r  s eparat ion was characteris t ic o f  the family pattern in 5 

o r  21.73 per cent o f  the cas es. 

Four or 50 per cent of the 8 pup il s  whos e
.parent s were not living 

---"' 

together at home were male s  whose fami l ies wer e  broken by separat ion o r  

d ivorce •. . However; o f  the p arent_s o f  the 4 girls who. were .not l iving 

together ,  divorce accounted for only one broken home and death for three. 

The s igni ficance of the di fference betwe en the percentages obtained 

in this part o f  the s tudy and those obta ine d  in a s imilar study conducted 

1 in 89 s choo ls ;in the s t ate. o f  I l l inois in 1960 ,were compared. The Eas t  

·Moline Study found that 65.2 per cent of tlie respondent s parents were 

l iv ing at home to gether as compared with only 31.91 per cent o f  the cases 

in the I l l inois Study. A crit ical rat io o f  3.26 was found in th is 

compar ison. This exceeds the .01 leve l o f  s igni ficance. Broken home s 

is a more l ikely accompan iment o f  dropp ing out o f  s choo l in the 89 

schoo ls than in East Mo l ine. 

1Ill ino is , .2£· .£!.E.. 



RESPONSE 

Yes 

No 

TaIALS 

TABLE lOA 

·.PARENTS LIVING TOGETHER 

MALE 
NUMBER PER CENT 

FEMALE 
NUMBER PER CENT 

10 7 1 . 43 5 55.56 

4 28 . 57 4 44.44 

14 100.00 9 100. 00 

30 

TO'rAL 
NUMBER PER CENT 

15 65 . 22 

34.88 

23 100 . 00 
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TABLE lOB 

PARENTS, Nar LIVING TOGETHER 

MALE FEMALE Tar AL 
REASON NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT 

Divorced 2 50 . 00 1 25.00 3 37 . 50 

Separated 2 50 . 00 2 25.00 

Deceased 3 75 . 00 3 37 . 50 

TOTALS 4 100 . 00 '�' 100 . 00 8 100. . 00 

'. 
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Residence of Respondents 

Table 11 shows the number and per cent of the total respondents 

and male and female respondents r,egarding type of residence at the time 

of drop-out. 

The largest group (47.84 per cent) of the respondents were residents 

of city houses. Thirteen and four hundredths per cent (3) lived in each 

of the following: apartment, farm house, village house and trailer. 

Of the 14 male respondents, 5 lived in city houses, 3 in farm 

houses, 3 in village houses, 2 in trailers, and 1 in an apartment. 

Six of the 9 female respondents living in city houses, 2 in apart-

ments, and 1 in a trailer.> 

Schooling of Fathers and Mothers of Respondents 

Table 12 is arranged in two parts in order to acconnnodate the 

responses concerning the schooling of both the father and mother of the 

drop-out respondent. The first section of the table shows the number and 
t 

per cent for the fathers of the respondents; the second does the same for 

the mothers. 

Only 2 of the total respondents had fathers who had not completed 

grade school. . There is no reason to suspect ; ···a�· far as these data are 
.,. 

concerned, that there is a significant difference in the percentages of 

fathers with less than grade school education between this study and the 

Illinois Study, since the critical ratio was only 1 . 26. 



. .  

Apartment · 

City House 

Farm House· 

Village House 

Trailer 

TO!ALS: 

'• . 

TABLE �l - .. .  

RESIDENCE OF RESPONDENIS 

MA.IE FEMALE 
NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT 

1 . 7 . 15 

5 35 . 71 . 

3 21 . 43-

3 21.43 

2 . 14 . 28 

14 100. 00 

2 

6 

.. . 

' .  

1 

9 

22.22 

66.67 

----- ' 

11 . 1 1 

100 . 00 

33 

TOIAL 
NUMBER PER CENT 

3 13 . 04 

1 1  47.84 

3 13.04 

3 1 3 . 04 

3 1 3.04 

23 100 . 00 
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Thirteen (56.52 per cent) of the respondents' fathers had completed 

grade school. A comparison of this percentage to that for a comparable 

item on the Illinois Study indicated a difference significant at the .01 

level, indicating that a significantly higher percentage of the fathers 

of the East Moline drop-out group had a grade school education than in 

the Illinois Study. 

Thirty and forty-three hundredths per cent of the fathers of the 

drop-outs tesponding had completed high school. In comparing this to the 

percentage in t he Illinois Study regarding the same item, a critical 

ratio of 1.65 resulted. This figure is not significant at either the 

·.01 or .05 level. 

· Concerning the education of the mothers of the respondents, 21.74 

per cent of the respondents'. mothers had not completed grade school. 

This percentage was compared to the percentage relating to the same item 

iµ the Illinois Study. The critical ratio (1.38) indicates that as far 

as these data are concerned there is no significant difference between 

the percentage of mothers who had not completed grade school in this 

study and the same item in the Illinois Study. 

Thirty and forty-three hundredths per cent of the respondents' 
.I 

mothers had completed grade scho�l. This pere:entage as compared to the 

percentage of the Illinois Study on the same item had a critical ratio 

which did not indicate a significant difference. 

One particularly surprising fact is that 47.83 per cent of the 

mothers of the respondents had completed high school. This percentage, 

when compared to the percentage ofthe Illinois Study on the same item, 

was higher. In fact, the difference was significant at the .01 level. 
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.. TABLE 12. 

SCHOOLING OF FATHERS AND MOTHERS OF RESPONDENTS 

FATHER MALE FEMALE TOI AL 
NUMBE:R Pf;R, CEm: NUMBER PER CE NT NUMBER PER CENT 

Grade School 2 14 . 28 ... ----- 2 8.70 
Not Completed >• . 

Gigde School 
7 so.oo 6 66.67 13 56.52 Completed . 

High School 5 3�. 72  
Completed 

2 22 . 22 7 30 . 43 

·College ------ 1 
Completed 

11.11 1 4·.35 

TOTALS 14 100.00 9 100 . 00 23 100 . 00 
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TABLE 1 2  (Cont'd) 

SCHOOLING OF FATHERS AND MOTHERS OF RESPONDEN.rS 

MA.IE FEMALE TOTAL 
MOTHER NUMBER PER. CEN.r NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT 

Grade School 3 21 . 42 2 22.22 5 21 . 7 4  Not Comple·ted 

Grade School 4 28.58 3 33.33 7 30.43 Completed 

High School 7 50.00 4 44 . . 45 11  47.83 Completed 

College --

Completed 

TOTALS . 14 .· 100.00 9 100 . 00 23 100 . 00 



Sib lings at Home 

Table 13 shows that each of the 23 drop-out respondents had at 

least 1 and as many as 8 siblings living at home at the time of with

�rawal. The range of siblings living at home for .the group was from t: 

to 8 and the average number per respondent was 4. 5. 

Reasons for Drop-Out 

Many of the respondents indicated more than one reason for their 
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leaving school. Table 14 shows the. m.u_nber of total reasons given as 38, 

which in this table is used to represent 100 per cent. 

''Lack of interest" was the most frequent response for drop-out, 

w
'
ithin the total 'group of respondents. Seven or 18.42 per cent listed 

"lack of interest," 6 or 15.79 per cent "academic (poor grades)," and 

6 listed "left school to work." Five or 13.16 per cent listed each of 

the following reasons for leaving school: 1'home conditions, 11 "financial 

reasons," and "other reas?�s;11 2 or 5.26 per cel)t indicated 11marriage" 

and "dismissal or expelled'' as reasons for withdrawal from school. 

Among the male respondents, "left school to work11 was the most 

frequent reason given for drop-out. Five or 18. 53 per cent listed 

11academic (p�>ar grades)" while "lack of interest, 11 11financial reasons, 11 

and "other reasons" each had 4 responses. 11pismissal or expelled" a,nd 

"home conditions" each had 2 responses. 

Three of the 11 responses (27. 27 per cent) from the females 

indicated "lack of interest" -- this was also true. of 1'home conditions •11 

There were 2 responses to 11marriage11 and only one to each of the 

following: "academic (poor grades), 11 "financial reasons, 11 and 11other 

reasons. " 
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TABLE 13 

s mtINGS AT HCl1E 

NUMBER OF 
s mLINGS MALE FEMALE TOTAL· 
AT HOME NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENr NUMBER PER CENr 

None 

One 1 7 . 14 1 1 1 . 11 2 8 . 70 

Two 6 42.86 1 1 1 . 1 1  7 30 . 43 

Three 1 7 . 14 2 22 .22 3 13 .04 

Four 1 7 . 14 2 22 .22 3 13 . 04 

F ive 1 7 . 14 2 22 . 22 3 13 . 04  

S ix 1 1 1 . 1 1  1 4 . 35 

' .  

S even 1 7 . 14 1 4 . 35 

E ight 3 21 .44 3 13 .04 

' TOTALS 14 100 .00 9 100 . 00 23 100 . 00 



Academic (poor grades ) 

I l lnes s 

Marriage 

Le ft S chool to Work 

Lack o f  Interest 

D ismissal or Expel led 

Home Condit ions 

F inanc ial Reasons 

Other Reasons 

TOIAL RESPONSES 

, .  TABLE · 14 

REASON FOR DROP-Our , I . 

MALE 
NUMBER . PER CENT . 

5 18.53 

6 ' 22. 22 

4 
.
14.85� , 

2 7.41 
.; , ·, 

2 7.4 1  

4 11. 79 

4 i'i.79 

27 . 100.00 

FEMALE 
NUMBER 

. ' 

l 

2 

3 

3 

l 

l 

11 

PER CENT . 

9.09 

18.19 

27.27 

27 . 27 

9.09 

· 9.09 

100.00 

39, 

TOI AL 
NUMBER PER CENT 

6 15.7 9 

2 5.26 

6 15 . 79 

7 1 8 . 42 

2 5.26 

5 13 . 16 

5 13.16 

5 13.16 

38 100.00 
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Sports Activit ies of Respondents 

Table 15A shows the total response to the quest ionnaire concern ing 

sports act ivities of the respondents. Ten or 71. 42 per cent of the 14 

male respondents d id not participate in sports, while 4, or 28. 58 per 

cent indicated they had participated in sports activities. 

Only 2 of the 9 female respondents answered "yes" to "being in 

sports activit ies. " None of the girls answered further questions under 

th is category. 

It is recognized that "sports activities" should have been more 

precisely defined in the questionnaire. Even so, within these limitations, 

the information regarding t4� · four male partic�pants above should suggest 

an area for concern. 

Factors Associated with Sports Activities of Male Respondents 

In Table 15B, however, 3 of the 4 boys who had participated showed 

they did not "get along with the coach," 2 of the 4 ind icated they did 

not "stay eligible" and 3 of the 4 d id not th ink the "coach gave them · 

the chance they thought he should � "  In addition, 2 of the 4 said that 

they did not "get along · wit� their teammates. " 

Extra-Curricular Activities of Respondents 

Table 16 presents: ;the "yes" and "no" responses pertaining to 

participat ion in extra-curricular activit ies. 

All of the 23 total respondents gave a definite response. Nineteen 

or 82. 61 per cent of the total respondents were not members of any extra

curricular organizat ion . When compared with the percentage of individual 

drop-outs who in the Illinois Study did not participate in extra-curricu

lar activit ies, the East Moline group is not significantly different from 



TABLE
. 

15A 

SPORTS ACTIVITIES OF RESPONDENTS 

MALE 
NUMBER PER CENT 

Yes . 4 
IN SPORTS 
ACTIVIT IE S  No 10  

TOTALS 14 

28 . 58 

71 . 42 

100 . 00 

FEMALE 
NUMBER PER CENT 

, 2  

7 

22 . 22 

77. 78 

1 00 . 00 
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TOTAL 
NUMBER PER CENT 

6 26 .09 

1 7  73. 9 1 

23 100 . 00 
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TABLE 15B 

FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH SPORTS ACTIVTIIES 

OF MALE RESPONDENTS 

MALES -
"' "  NUMBER PER CENT 

Yes 1 25.00 

Got Along with Coach . No - .. _ ,  ·· 3 75.00 

S t ayed E l igible Ye s 2 50.00 

No 2 50.00 

Coach gave you the 
Yes 1 25 .00 Chance yo� Thought 
No ·3 75.00 

He Should 

Got A long with Yes 2 50.00 

Teannnates  No 2 . . 50.00 
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100 . 00 

100.00 

100. 00 

100.00 
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MEMBERSHIP 

Yes 

No 

TOTALS : 

43 

TABLE 16 

EXTRA-CURRICUI.AR ACTIVITIES . OF RESPONDENTS 

MALE · . -
NUMBER PER CENT 

. 1 7 . 14 

1 3 9 2 . 86 

14 106 . oo · 

FEMALE TOTAL 
NUMBER PER CENT · NUMBER PER CENr 

3 3 3 . 33 4 17 . 39 

6 66 . 6 7  1 9  8 2 . 6 1  

9.! 100 . 00 23 . 100 .  00 
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the Illinois group , that is, the critical ratio was below the . 05 level. 

Of the 14 male respondents, 13  (9 2 . 86 per cent) indicated they 

had not participated in extra-curricular activities and only one boy 

indicated that he had participated. 

The si.it.uation was different with regard to,  females, however, and 

a !though 66 . 6 7  per cent of the female respondents did not participate, · 

3 or 33 . 33 per cent did� 

Qpinions Concerning Helpfulness of High School Graduation 

One item on the questionnaire asked the drop-out to indicate whether 

or not he believed high school graduation could have been of benefit to 

him. Table 17 shows the tabulated responses. 

Fifteen or 6 5 . 22 per cent of the responding group indicated that 

high school graduation would have been help ful, but 8 or 34 . 78 per cent 

did not share this belief.  

A comparison, perhaps noteworthy , is  that while 10 of the 14  males 

indicated a positive answer , ( 7 1 . 43 per cent) , leaving of course 4 

negative answers; a smaller percentage ( 55 . 56 per cent) of the females 

answered 1 1yes11  and a larger fraction (44 . 44 per cent) answered "no . " 

Although the limitations of the sample must be considered , this may raise 

some questions for those concerned with improving the holding power o f  

United Township High School. 

- Opinions Concerning Encouragement of Others to Graduate From High School 

The final question in the questionnaire asked the drop -out to 

indicate whether he would encourage others to graduate from high school . 

Table 18 represents the tabulation of the responses. 
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Twenty or 86.96 per cent of the total respondents indicated that 

they would encourage others to graduate from high school and only 3 or 

13 . 04 per cent indicated they would not encourage others to complete high 

school. 

Of the male respondents, 12 or 85.72 per cent said they would 

encourage other pupils to complete high school and only 2 indicated that 

they would not encourage others to .finish high school. 

In this question, males and females answered in strikingly 

similar fashion since 8 or 88. 89 per cent of the nine respondents showed 

that they would encourage others to complete high school and only one 

g irl indicated she would not encourage ·others to complete high school. 
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TABLE 17 

HELPFULNESS OF HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATI'ON · 

NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENr NUMBER PER CENT 

YES 10 7 1 . 43- 5 55 . 56 15 ·65 •. 22 

NO 4 28 . 57 4 44 . 44 8 34. 78  

14 100 . 00 9 100 . 00 23 100. 00 
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TABLE 18 

· ENCOURAGE OTHERS TO GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL 

MALE ·. FEMALE TOTAL 
NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT NUMBER PER CENT 

YES 1 2  85 . 7 2  8 88 . 89 20 86 . 96 

NO 2 14 . 28 1 1 1 . 1 1  3 13 . 04 
. ' 

TCITALS 14 100 . 00 9 . 100 . 00 23 100 . 00 



.SUMMARY ,  CONCLUS IONS , AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

SUllllllary 
. 

The Prob lem. - -The purpose o f  this study was to determine c e rtain 

character ist ics o f  drop -outs in United Townsh ip High S chool  of East 

Mo line , Illino is in the n inth and tenth grade s dur ing the first seme ster 

of the 1960-6 1 s cho ol year and to ascerta in certain relationsh ips between 

.the var ious character is tics . and leav ing schoo l .  

The select ion o f  the ninth and tenth grades was made on the bas is 

of previously ment ioned stud ie s which indicated that the larges t  percen

t age o f  drop-outs occur at these grade leve l s . 

The area which surrounds the United Townsh ip High Schoo l  d is tr ict 

was described according to c it ie s ,  populat ion ,  and approximat e s ize . 

Three sources o f  dat a were cons idered in th is study- -11res earch 

materials , "  "schoo l records , "  and a "quest ionnaire . "  

Cer�ain de l imitat ions were recognized at the out s et o f  this  s tudy 

and are described in Chapter I .  

Chapter II presented a background for the study . �e lated res earch 

mat erial s on the prob lem o f  pup,il • drop ::"out s from h igh s choo l  was given in 

p ummary form according to three facets of the broad prob lem o f  pup i l  

drop -outs , name ly : "causes , 1 1 "detect ion , " and "remedie s . "  

Recent res earch concerning caus es o f  s choo l withdrawals was 

summariz ed .  Cons iderable in format ion on drop -out s was obt ained through 

the U . S . Bureau o f  Labor Stat is t ics wh ich s tat ed that the major s ingle 

. , ,  
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reason given by s tudents leav ing s choo l  was rtadverse school exper ienc;e . 111 

Imp l icat ions o f  re lat ed research were also discus s ed in Chapter II . 

. A s tudy o f  the drop-outs from the Chi cago Pub lic Schoo ls was 

s uxmnar ized.  2 Principal cause s  for the drop-outs were found to be " fa ilur e 

o f  courses , 1 1 1 1  frequent abs ent:ees and truancy records , "  ' 'home s ituat ions , 1 1 

and 1 1emp loyment �· 

Chapter III was concerned with .data ob.t ained from .the schoo l records 

concerning the drop -outs . 

A que s t ionnaire was prepared to gather informat ion from the drop-

out s .  Chapt er IV dealt with the tabulat ion and exp lanat ion o f  data from 

the ques t ionnaire respondents . 

Forty-nine per cent o� the que s t ionna ires were answered and re turned .  

One was sent t o  the wrong addre s s  and forty-nine per cent were not 

returned . 

Over 55 per cent o f  the respondents were 16 years o �  age at the t ime 

o f  leaving schoo l .  Th irty-tlvo per cent .were . 1 7 ,  and approx iµiately 1 1  

per cent were 1 8  years o f  age . 

Approximat ely 20 per cent o f  the drop-outs had parents who were out 

o f  work at the t ime of withdrawal . II\di cat ions from var ious sources are 

that there are 1 1f inanc ial problems at home" in many drop-out cases .  

Over one-third o f  the d:r;:op-outs came . �rom· broken home s . The 

princ ip le reasons were "divorce" . and "011e or .both · parents ne> longer l iv ing . 1 1  

The percentage of parents of drop -outs not living together in the 

lu .  S .  Bureau o f  Labor Stat is t ics , .2.e.• c it .  

2 : , De lan�y ,  .2.e.• cit . 
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East Mo line Study ( 34 . 8  per cent ) and in the I l l inois Study (6 8 . l per 

cent ) was compared stat ist ical ly . As far as the data used were concerned,  

the percentage d ifference between th is study and the I l l inois S tudy was 

s ign i ficant at the . 01 leve l .  

Almost 6 0  per cent of the fathers and mothe rs o f  the .respondents 

had no more than a grade school educat ion . In comparing th is study with 

the I l l ino is State S tudy in re gard to the s ignificance o f  percentage 

d i fference concerning the educat ion of the pare�t s , the crit ical rat io 

indicated the di fference to be s igni ficant in on ly two cas e s  but these 

were at th e . Ol leve l ;  in the remainder of the items re garding the 

educat ion of the parents of the drop-out s ,  there were no s ign if icant 

differences between the East Mol ine, group and the I ll inois group . 

Mo st o f  the drop -outs came from familes having from 2 to 5 

s iblings at home . In th is s tudy the respondents averaged 4 . 5  s iblings 

at home . Although no percentages .from s imilar studies were availab le 

s everal studies imp ly that having s everal brothers and s is ters l iv ing at 

home can be related to a pup i l ' s  leav
_
ing s choo l .  

The princ ip le caus es for drop -outs as indicated by the samp le 

used in th is s tudy were :  "lack of int erest , 1 1 "academic (poor grade s ) , "  

and "left s choo l  to work . "  

A small percentage o f  the s amp le respond ing part ic ipated in extra-

curr icular activ it ies , however, when compared with the I ll ino is Study 
. 

' ' 

the percentage was not s ignificant ly different from the s t at e  group . 

Approx imately two-thirds o f  the drop -out respondents indicated 

that they thought high s choo l  graduat ion WOU:ld have been of value to 

them, although cons iderab ly more males than females took the po s it ive 

v iew. 
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Approximat e ly 8 5  per cent o f  the respondent s would enco�rage other 

p eop l e  to graduate from h igh s chool . This is . an ins tance in wh ich 

respond ing males and females were in fair agreement . 

Conc lus ions 

On the bas is o f  the data presented in this study , subject to the 

l imitat ions set forth in chapter I ,  the fol lowing conclus ions app ear to 

be reasonab l e  with reference to Un it ed Townsh ip High S choo l .  

1 .  The compuls ory age l imit for s choo l . attendance o f  16 is the 

age at which mo st ninth and tenth grade drop -out s leave . 

2 .  I . Q . i s  pos it ively re lated t o  remaining in the ninth and t enth 

grades . 

3 .  Retar.da� ion ( b e ing too old for grade) is re lat e d  t() droppin.g 

out o f  the ninth and tenth . grades . , .  

4 .  The number o f  drop-out s increase p r9 gress ive ly pe� month from .  

September through January o f  the 196 0-6 1 school year • .  

5 .  Broken fami lies may b e  conducive t o  dropp ing out o f  s choo l . 

Add it ional data regarding inc idence o f  divorce in the East Mo l ine are.a 

is needed b e fore th is can be conc lus ively st�.t ed, howe�er . 

6 .  The educat ion o f  the p arent may b e  r�lated t o  remaining. i;9- , . .  

s choo l .  Add it ional data regarding �ducat i?n . �f parents o f  the students 

in the ninth and tenth grades o f  Unit�d Townsh ip H igh schoo l is needed . 

b e fore th i s ,  t oo ,  can be firmly concluded • .  

7 .  Family s ize i s  negat ive ly related t o  remaining in s cho o l . .  

8 .  Boys dropp ing out t end not to part icipat e  s ucces s ful ly in 

athletics , - -'.fhat is, in regard to relat ions with teammates , relat io�s 

with . th e  coach, and e l igib i l ity.  
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9 .  Drop-out s are not extens ive part icipators in extra-curricular: .. 

act iv it ies . 

10.  The mos t  prevalent reasons fo·r drop -outs in this s t udy are : 

( 1) "lack o f  interes t ,  11 ( 2) "academic (poor grades) , 1 1  an,d (3) "left 

s chool to work. " 

1 1 .  Mos t  drop-outs fee l  that h igh schoo l graduat ion wouid have been 

h e lp fu l  to them, although boys fee l  this more s trongly t.han g�rl s .  

1 2 .  Mos t  drop -outs s tate that they wil l  e�courage ot��rs t o  graduat e  

from high schoo l .  

Reconnnendat ions 

. In making recommendat ions from the data of this s tudy , it appears 
•, -· 

that be fore any <�fect ive steps can be t aken to imp rove the situat ion, 

the scho o l  must be aware o f, and be prepared to meet , two condit ions • 

. � . �. - . 
First ,  very . little improvement in the ho.ld ing power o f  East Mol ine 

High Schoo l  can be foreseen i f  the administrat ion , faculty,  and commun ity 

are not ded icat ed to the princip le of uµivers a l  pub l i� educ�t i�n .  This  

means that unless the s chool personnel bel ieve that this  is the schoo l ' s  

funct ion, the school will not be ab le to serve all youth equally wel l .  

Second , it is necessary for the holding power o f  the schoo l t o  be 

e\raluat ed regularly and made known to not only the school personne l ,  but 

t o  the pup i ls , the parent s ,  and the communi�y in general . A bet ter 

s it uat ion would exist  if the pup il s , teachers , and general communit y· 

would work co-operat ively in app rais ing the problem. In this way a s ense 

of re spons ib il ity and stronger mot ivat ion should develop . The fol lowing 

recommendat ions are d irected toward al leviat ing the problem o f' dr�p-out s 

at Unit ed Townsh ip Hi�h Scho o l .  
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1. In order t o  retain pot ent ial drop-out s  in s chool ,  par t i c ipat ion 

in extra-curricular act ivit ies should be encouraged in the hope that 

addit ional needs wil l  b e  met .  

2. S ince it is ev ident from th is study that a charac t er ist ic o f  

the drop-out i s  less than average int e l l igence , individual differences 

among pupi ls must be far more widely recognized and accommodated. 

3 .  It will be necessary t o  demonstrate to many pupils that there 

is a worthwh ile relat ionship between what is go ing on and b e ing taught 

in the s choo l and the act ivit ies o f  da ily l iv ing in the community. 

4 .  Symptoms of  the potent ial drop-out can and must be noted early 

enough to prevent . the withdrawal and s ince it is conmon knowledge that 

in many cases the home is a pro found influence upon youth , parent s must 

b e  made aware o f  the value high s chool educat ion wil l have for the ir 

children. It may be that through an increas ingly e f fect ive guidance pro

gram th is can be best accomp lished . 

5. Use should be made o f  the guidance program dur ing, perhaps, the 

summer months , not only for the purpos e  o f  analyzing data concerning 

incom ing freshmen, but to talce s teps toward improving upon the metho ds 

and accompl ishment s of the past year in order to enable the s chool to 

cons is tent ly meet the needs of students . 

6 .  A final recommendat ion is that ' this study be regarded as having 

raised s everal poss ibilit ies fo r add it ional s tudy o f  characterist ics o f  

d rop-outs in the United Township High School. A_ p rocedure N;rh ich might be 

especially productive is that o f  ascertaining character ist ics o f  the 

total United Township High Schoo l enro l lment ( e ducat ion o f  parent s ,  for 

ex�p le) and compare this with a drop- out samp l e. Th is could produce 



s igni ficant infonnation to h e lp ident ify both potential drop -out s and 

bas ic or cont r ibut ing causes o f  drop -out s in Un ite d  Township High 

S choo l .  
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1509 2nd Street 
Char leston , I l l ino is 
March 17, 196 1 

Dear Former Student : 

I am a graduat e o f  Unit ed Township High S choo l ( ' 56 )  and I ' m 
" 

s t il l  a resident o f  S ilv is , r1iino is. At the pre s ent t ime, I am complet ing 

requirements for college graduat ion here at Eastern I l linois Univer s ity 

and would like for you to as s is t  me in gathering some data on s tudent s 

who , like yourself,  withdrew from U.T.H.S . during the �irst s emester o f  

the 196 0-6 1 school year . 

I am making a study o f  the reasons for this withdrawal and what 

has happened to thes e  peop le s ince the ir withdrawal . Your honest ·  and 

accurate answers to the enclosed quest ionnaire wil l be appreciated . 

Please fill out the quest ionnaire and return it as soon as pos s ible 

in the se lf-addressed enve lope I am enclos ing. ALL INFORMAT ION IS 

CONFIDENTIAL! Do not s ign your name. Thank you. 

S incerely yo�rs , 

Charles W .  Morrison 

Enc losure 
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This questionnaire is for the purpose of gathering information 
about the pupils who w ithdrew from the United Township High School dur ing 
the first semester of the 1960-61 school year. Your answers to the, 
following questions will help to determine the reasons for the withdrawal 
of the pupils during this year. 

' 

Al� the information will be confidential. Please do not sign 
your name! 

Please answer the following questions and answer honestly. We 
wish the answers to be as accurate· as possible. Most of the questions 
can be answered by placing a check mark in a space which is provided. 
Some of the questions will require you to write your answer. 

Please check the proper response or write in the correct statement : 

1. Check one: Male Female --- ----

2. Age last birthday : ears ------

3. What is your race? White Negro Other (tell what) --- --- ----

PART A 

At the time you left school: 

1. What was the occupation of your parent or guardian? ----------

2. Was your parent or guardian working then? Yes No 

3. Were your parents living together then? Yes No 

---

---

4. If they were not living together then, check the. reason: 

Divorced ____ __ 

Separated -----
Deceased ____ __ 

5 .  Where did you live at the time? 

Apartment ____ _ 

Cit
_y House ___ _ 

Farm House 

Village House ----
Trailer House ----

----
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6. What was the last schooling of your father? 

Grade school not completed ----
Grade school completed ____ _ 

High school completed ______ _ Co!lege completed ______ _ 

7 .  What was the last schooling of your mother? 

Grade school not completed ___ _ Grade school completed ____ __ 

High school completed ______ _ College completed -------

8. How many brothers or sisters were living at home? Brothers Sisters 

9. For what reason did you leave school? 

Academic (poor grades) __ _ Lack of interest ----

Illness ---
Dismissal or expelled __ _ 

Transfer --- Home conditions ___ _ 

Marriage __ _ Financial reasons 
----

Left school to work Other reasons 
-----

10. Were you in sports activities? Yes No 

If so, did you stay eligible? Yes No 

Did you get along with your coach? Yes No 

Did you get along with your teammates? Yes No 

Did the coach give you the chance that you thought you should have? 

Yes No ---- ----

11. When you were in school were you a member of any extra-curricular 
organization such as Advisory Board , Camera Club , Spanish Club, G.A.A., 
etc. Yes No 

---

If so , please name the organizations. 

PART B 

1. Do you believe that high school graduation would have been of value 

to you? Yes 
---- No 

----

2. Would you encourage other people to fin·iSh high school? Yes No 
-- -
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