
u n i ve r s i t y  o f  co pe n h ag e n  

The Antiquities Trade in Egypt 1880-1930

The H. O. Lange Papers

Hagen, Frederik Norland; Ryholt, Kim

Publication date:
2016

Document version
Other version

Citation for published version (APA):
Hagen, F. N., & Ryholt, K. (2016). The Antiquities Trade in Egypt 1880-1930: The H. O. Lange Papers.
Copenhagen: Kongelige Danske Videnskabernes Selskab. Scientia Danica. Series H. Humanistica 4, Vol.. 8

Download date: 08. apr.. 2020

brought to you by COREView metadata, citation and similar papers at core.ac.uk

provided by Copenhagen University Research Information System

https://core.ac.uk/display/269281807?utm_source=pdf&utm_medium=banner&utm_campaign=pdf-decoration-v1
https://curis.ku.dk/portal/da/persons/fredrik-norland-hagen(fe88ff73-db39-4944-86ab-ea27e57e780d).html
https://curis.ku.dk/portal/da/persons/kim-ryholt(473b82f6-7a35-4496-86c4-d6a93a360b5a).html
https://curis.ku.dk/portal/da/publications/the-antiquities-trade-in-egypt-18801930(bfc66ef2-010c-47f8-9cd3-4d3cf1b8c6b7).html


l204-The Antiquities Trade .indd 3 

The Antiquities Trade in Egypt 1880-1930 

The H.O. Lange Papers 

By Fredrik Hagen and Kim Ryholt 

Scientia Danica. Series H, Humanistica, 4 · vol. 8 

DET KONGELIGE DANSKE VIDENSKABERNES SELSKAB 

02/06/16 09. 



;9204-The Antiquities Trade.indd 4 

© Det Kongelige Danske Videnskab ernes Selskab 2or6 

Printed in Denmark by Spccialtrykkcriet Viborg 

ISSN 1904-5506 . I SBN 978-87-7304-XXX -X 

IJ, 
FSC 
www.lac.org 

MIX 
Papirfra 

ansvarlige kilder 

Fsc • c104608 

Submitted to the Academy December 2015 
Publi shed xxxxxx 2016 

02/06/16 0' 



Contents 

Preface 7 

Introduction n 

Materials and Scope 15 

The Antiquities Trade in Egypt 22 

Lange 's mission 22 

Jonna Lange 27 

Language, bargaining skills, and Egyptological 

knowledge 28 

Socio -economic aspects 29 

The antiquities service as dealer 45 

Buying antiquities 52 

The geography of the antiquities trade 65 

The antiquities market in Cairo 76 

The antiquities market in K.afr el-Haram 

at Giza 93 

The antiquities market in the Fayum 99 

The antiquities market in Qena IOI 

The antiquities market in Luxor 102 

The antiquities market in Sheikh Abd 

el-Qurna n3 
The antiquities market in Alexandr ia n5 
The market: seasons , wars, and buyers rr5 

Dealers travelling abroad n8 

Objects not bought on the market n9 
Acquiring antiquities through excavations n9 

Dealers' methods of obtaining antiquit ies 122 

Dealers' handling of antiquities 130 

Morals and ethics in the antiquities trade 131 

Laying down the law: attempts to curb 

the trade 133 

Fakes and forgers 147 

A Tale of Two Heads 152 

Honest dealers: Building up a reputation 157 

The aftermath 163 

The Hunt for Papyri 164 

The beginning 164 

Wish for a papyrus collection 164 

Acquisitions of papyri during the first visit to 

Egypt 1899/1900 165 

Lange as Head Librarian r68 

The Formation of the Papyrus Hauniensis 

Collection 169 

;9204-The Antiquities Trade .indd 5 

Other acquisitions r71 

Acquisitions during the second visit to Egypt 

1929-30 17r 

Some disappointments 174 

Acquisitions after the second visit to Egypt 175 

The formation of the Papyrus Carlsberg 

Collection 178 

Refraining from further acquisitions 180 

Antisemitism - Merikare comes to 

Copenhagen r8r 

Assessment of papyrus acquisitions 182 

The Antiquities Dealers 183 

Conclusions 275 

Appendix I 

Extracts of the 1912 law governing the sale and 

export of Egyptian antiquities 278 

Appendix2 
Licenses issued by the Egyptian Antiquities 

Service 284 

Appendix 3: 

Antiquities dealers mentioned in 

the Baedeker guides to Egypt 285 

Appendix4 
Organisation and salaries of the Antiquities 

Service, 1908 288 

Appendix5 
Haj Hamid and the Brigand 291 

Appendix 6 

I-I. 0. Lange's background and 

autobiographical presentation 296 

List of Figures 300 

Bibliography 304 

Index 317 

02/06/16 09. 




