UNIVERSITY OF COPENHAGEN

Varpelev — Carsium - Constantinople. Contacts across Barbaricum

Grane, Thomas

Published in:
Inter Ambo Maria - Northern Barbarians from Scandinavia towards the Black Sea

Publication date:
2013

Document _version
Other version

Document license:
Unspecified

Citation for published version (APA):

Grane, T. (2013). Varpelev — Carsium - Constantinople. Contacts across Barbaricum. In I. Khrapunov, & F-A.
Stylegar (Eds.), Inter Ambo Maria - Northern Barbarians from Scandinavia towards the Black Sea (pp. 128-145).
Kristianssand: Doyla Publ. House. Kulturhistoriske rapporter, Vol.. 15

Download date: 08. Apr. 2020



128

Thomas GRANE

VARPELEV — CARSIUM — CONSTANTINOPLE.
CONTACTS ACROSS BARBARICUM

Introduction

From the late third century AD, we see a shift in
Europe of the political and cultural balance from the
West to the East, a shift that is exemplified by the
transformation of the Roman emperor Constantine
the Great of the Greek city of Byzantion into the
Imperial residence of Constantinople in AD 330.
This shift is equally visible in the Germanic world,
as it is in the Roman Empire.

A key site for the study of this transition is the
cemetery of Varpelev on Eastern Zealand tradition-
ally dated to C2 (AD 250/60-310/20). On the one
hand, the grave goods from this cemetery show a
close relationship to the Germanic power centre of
Himlingeje (Lund Hansen et al. 1995). This cen-
tre was founded in the middle of the second cen-
tury AD and lasted until the fourth century. On the
other hand, the Varpelev grave goods link to the
Germanic warrior elites, as they are represented in
graves from the fourth and fifth century AD.

As such, the Varpelev cemetery is exemplary to
the transition from the Roman to the Germanic Iron
Age and at the same time a link to late Antiquity in
a proto-historical part of Europe.

The focus of this paper will mainly be on the
chronology of the gravesite and on the supra re-
gional perspectives of the finds, particularly those
that stretch out towards the eastern part of the
Roman Empire.

History of the excavation

The site was discovered in the summer of 1876,
when a local farmer started to dig for gravel in the
edge of a small natural earthen elevation about
63 x 39m large, on his lands. After hitting the re-
mains of human skeletons and precious objects,
the farmer stopped and notified the local pastor. He
immediately wrote a letter to the Royal Museum
for northern antiquities, later the National Museum
of Denmark, listing all that had been found by the
farmer. He had stumbled directly into one of the
two rich graves, later known as grave alpha. For

that reason, Conrad Engelhardt from the Royal
Museum hastened to Varpelev, where he excavated
four inhumation graves in the southern part of the
elevation. At the top of the elevation in the northern
part, Engelhardt identified what he believed could
be the remaining 45 cm of a mound. A cross-section
1.5 m deep and 2.5 m wide, however, did not reveal
anything (Archives). In June 1877, the farmer con-
tacted the museum again. He had continued dig-
ging in the southern part and had come across two
more skeletons. After this, he had continued on the
top of the elevation, presumably where Engelhardt
had made his cross-section. There too, the farmer
had had to stop, as he had encountered some rather
large stones, which he believed could be covering
more finds. Engelhardt came back to excavate the
rest of the elevation in July and September. Later in
1877, he was able to publish the site in a larger arti-
cle on inhumation graves on Zealand and in eastern
Denmark (Engelhardt 1877). The inference already
made by Engelhardst in this article was that this was
the burial place of a family’s household.

The gravesite

All in all, the site contained 29 inhumation buri-
als in 27 graves (fig. 1). The majority of the de-
ceased were placed in a crouched position with the
heads towards north to northeast. This was the nor-
mal custom for low profile graves on Zealand. Only
some of these graves were equipped with any grave
goods. They bodies had been placed directly on the
gravel in a depth of about 1.2 m. One of the de-
ceased (grave r) had a fractured skull, most likely
from sword cuts. Four of the graves had received
extra attention in the burial process regarding the
position of the body and the gifts in the graves.
One grave (alpha) had already been disturbed by
the initial gravel digging, but two large stones and
the numerous high status objects that were found
in connection with this grave gave a strong indi-
cation that it had been a high profile grave. In the
three remaining graves, the deceased had been laid
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to rest on their backs with the head resting on the
right side and the legs slightly bent. In two of these
(graves a and z), the heads were orientated towards
southwest, while the third (grave y) had been placed
in a more westerly direction. On Zealand, it was the
custom for high status graves to be orientated more
or less towards south. Grave a was discovered in a
preserved depth of 2.3 m, while grave y and z were
found in a depth of 2 m. Of these four, graves y
and z were equipped with a few grave goods, while
graves a and alpha were very richly equipped.

The gravesite also contained one urn grave,
which Engelhardt did not believe belonged to the
Iron Age based on the type of vessel (Engelhardt
1877: 363). Unfortunately, this vessel does no
longer exist.

A majority of the low profile graves were situ-
ated quite closely immediately south and west of
grave a on the northern half of the natural elevation
(fig. 1). Engelhardt writes in his publication that
this grave was situated on the highest point of the
hill (Engelhardt 1877: 350).

The remaining low profile graves, except one
(grave i) were situated in the vicinity of grave alpha
in the south end of the elevation. Situated between
the two groups of graves were the high profile graves
y and z. Apart from the graves, the gravesite also
contained a cooking pit 2m wide and 1m deep with
about 100 smaller and closely set stones (fig. 1. x).
Furthermore, there were a number of small piles of
stones near several of the graves. In the publica-
tion, Engelhardt stated that the gravesite had not
been excavated in full, but what he meant exactly
and where the gravesite would have continued is
today impossible to know (Engelhardt 1877: 349).
Based on the size of the gravesite and the compo-
sition of the deceased, Engelhardt believed that it
had belonged to a noble family and its household
(Engelhardt 1877: 350). The gender determination
was based partly on anthropological and partly on
archaeological remains. All in all 11 bodies could
not be determined, nine were male, seven were fe-
male and two were infants.

Composition and relative chronology

Since Engelhardt’s publication in 1877, it has
been believed that the entire gravesite was contem-
porary and that it should be dated relatively late in
relation to other graves from the Roman Iron Age.
In the nineteenth century this date was established
as period C2 (Lund Hansen 1987: 416). No schol-
ars, however, have looked closely at the gravesite
as a whole since the publication. Rather they have

drawn out different object groups for different
scholarly purposes. If we take another look at the
composition of the graves, it is clear that graves y
and z are situated on the central part of the elevation.
They are also the only graves, which have no other
graves in their immediate vicinity. Furthermore,
these two graves are high profile graves, but with
limited grave goods, unlike graves a and alpha.

Grave y

The deceased, a male, was meticulously placed
on a thin layer of clay, and the body had also been
packed with clay and fine sand (Engelhardt 1877:
363-364, fig. 17) (fig. 2). A number of larger stones
were placed around the grave. Under the largest of
the stones below the feet were found a three lay-
ered bone comb with iron rivets (Fig. 3) dated by
Jorgen Ilkjeer loosely to period C (Ilkjeer 1993a:
309; 1993b: 489, list 45a), and a clay vessel with
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Fig. 2. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave y
(Engelhardt 1877: 24, fig. 17)

a high neck and ornamentation. Unfortunately, the
clay vessel is lost today. The fact that the grave
goods were found under the stone and the general
placement of the stones around the grave indicates
that they may have had the function of weighing
down wooden boards covering the grave. Based
on the central position of the grave and the lack of
graves close by, this grave may have been marked
in some way by a row of stones on the surface or
even a small barrow.

At the beginning of the summer campaign of
1877, Magnus Petersen, the museum’s illustrator,
made a plan and profile drawing of the elevation at
a time, when only the northern part and the south-
eastern corner had been excavated (fig. 4). This il-
lustration combined with the final plan using the
unearthed graves zeta and a as orientation will serve
to show that grave y was in fact situated at the cen-
tre of the elevation, albeit not at the highest point,
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contained two handled clay vessels con-
taining animal bones. The fibula, as the
only datable object, places this grave in pe-
riod C1b2 (Ethelberg 2009: 17-23). If we
follow the logic of this hypothesis, the cen-
tral grave y must pre-date grave z provid-
ing us with a rough date of that grave and
the beginning of the burial place to within
C1, but C1b2 at the latest provided that the
two graves could be almost contemporary.
As was the case with the physical require-
ments for the graves, i. e. the space around

Fig. 3. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave y.

Three layered bone comb with bronze rivets.

Dimensions: 9.9 x 10 cm

(National Museum, Copenhagen; photo: the author)

in as much as we can trust the accuracy of Magnus
Petersen’s drawings (fig. 5). Closer scrutiny of the
two plans will show some discrepancies, but re-
garding the placement of grave y, it is acceptable.
Engelhardt writes that according to local rumours
there used to be a barrow on top of the elevation.
Certainly, considering Engelhardt’s trial section of
1876 mentioned above, he thoughttit would have
been in the northern part, which actually turned out
to be more or less on top of grave a, which does
give his thoughts some credibility. Another pos-
sibility is that it marked a founder’s grave at the
centre of the hill. A possible demarcation with a
diameter of 12 to 15 metres would provide amble
space for a small barrow. That would also mean
that grave z must have been a burial secondary to
y, placed near the edge of the demarcation of grave
y. It should be noted though, that also grave z is
without close graves, so the same argument could
be made for this grave, except for the fact that it
was not situated in the centre of the elevation. For
that reason it is my hypothesis that grave y should
be considered the earliest central grave.

Grave z

The deceased in grave z had been placed on a
thin layer of sand (Engelhardt 1877: 364, fig. 20)
(fig. 6). The gender was archaeologically deter-
mined to be a woman based on a necklace contain-
ing at least 44 plain turned amber beads. Next to
the body was a bronze fibula of type Almgren VII,
series 3, variation 205 with tremolo ornamenta-
tion on the loop in a zigzag pattern (fig. 7). A small
clay vessel and some iron are no longer preserved.
A compartment at the head end dug into the gravel

them, the datable material does not, how-
ever, speak against the opposite, that grave
y could be younger than grave z and most
probably C1b. Therefore, the hypothesis
that grave y is older than grave z rests sole-
ly on the central position of grave y. Based
on this, I will cautiously date the central grave to
period C1b.

Graves a and alpha

The two remaining high profile graves were
placed each in one end of the elevation, grave al-
pha to the south and grave a to the north. If there
was a specific reason for that, it naturally eludes
us. As mentioned, Engelhardt believed that there
might have been a barrow on the north part of the
elevation. After discovering grave a, which was the
most elaborate grave by far, it is very likely that he
felt confirmed in this belief. The problem is that
the space around grave a, at least on the southern,
western and northern sides, was densely occupied
by low profile graves. For grave alpha the situation
is more or less the same, although the surround-
ing area was less densely occupied. There is a po-
tential problem in the fact that we have no datable
material regarding the low profile graves, but they
are assumed to be contemporary with the high pro-
file graves. As we are no longer viewing the whole
gravesite as contemporary, this assumption needs
to be more closely defined. The low profile graves
form two groups. The southern group contained six
graves, of which one belonged to an infant and the
rest were undefined adults. The northern group in-
cluding two double graves contained 15 graves, of
which one belonged to an infant, five were female
and seven were male. Five were undefined. It does
seem logical to infer, as did Engelhardt (1877: 350),
that we are dealing with a family and its household.
The two groups can be seen as linked to the two
rich high profile graves. Particularly grave a is sur-
rounded very closely by graves. One grave () is
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Fig. 4. Plan and profile of the elevation, drawn on July the 14th (National Museum Archives, Copenhagen; drawing: Julius Magnus Petersen)
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but it is perhaps more probable that
the piece of iron belonged to a fibula
rather than an eighteenth century style
slave ring. Unfortunately, the iron
fragment is not preserved.

All in all, the closeness and ori-
entation towards the two high profile
graves allows for the inference that the
low profile graves are more or less con-
temporary with them, and at least later.
On the other hand, this makes it very
unlikely that grave @ had been marked
with a barrow, as that would have left
an empty space around the grave, such

Fig. 6. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave z (Engelhardt 1877: 365, fig. 20)

practically on top of grave a (fig. 11). It belonged
to a small but strong woman according to the an-
thropological material (Engelhardt 1877: 359). At
the neck, Engelhardt found a piece of iron, 3.4 cm
long, which he thought might have come from a
neck ring. That piece of iron, which is no longer
preserved, led to an idea that this woman might
have been a personal slave to the person buried in
grave a. This may very well have been the case,

Fig. 7. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave z. Bronze fibula,
type Almgren VII, series 3, variation 205.
Dimensions: 3.1 x 2.6 cm
(National Museum, Copenhagen; photo: the author)

as was visible by the recent discovery
in 2007 at Ellekilde on Zealand of a
gravesite with 30 graves surrounding a
founding grave leaving room for a barrow (Iversen
2011: 73-74). An interesting fact is that, if the graves
were marked on the surface, all the high profile
graves would have been visible from the eastern side
of the elevation. Whether that is significant is, of
course, impossible to know, but it could indicate that
the undiscovered settlement related to the gravesite
should be found in that direction. Regarding other
high profile graves in the region such as Vallgby,
Himlinggje and Varpelev Sb. 6, situated just 1.5 km
west of the Varpelev Sb. 8 gravesite, visibility ap-
pears to have mattered a great deal.

The rich graves

Now, let us turn to the contents of the two rich-
ly equipped graves. I have on previous occasions
talked about these two graves as closely connected,
suggesting that we may have to revise their dating
(Grane 2011: 108). In the publication, Engelhardt
decided to name the two graves a and alpha. This
may have made sense to him, when he was prepar-
ing the manuscript, but in retrospect it was not one
of his brighter moments, as it has led to some con-
fusion concerning the origin of different objects. As
mentioned, since the publication in 1877, nobody
has worried much about the site as a whole, whereas
the individual objects and object groups have re-
ceived some attention over the years in connection
with various examinations and analyses. Based on
these studies, the two graves have been dated to pe-
riod C2 and with them, the entire grave site. A few
attempts to replace particularly grave a in the chron-
ological context have been rejected, among other
things due to methodological errors (Lund Hansen
1987: 41). However, closer examination shows that
such a narrow dating is questionable.
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Fig. 8. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave alpha (National Museum, Copenhagen; photo: John Lee)

Grave alpha

We know little about the context of grave alpha
as this grave was disturbed. All we know is that two
large stones were involved. The gender of the de-
ceased in grave alpha was determined archaeologi-
cally to be female. This was based on the fact that
a large part of the preserved grave goods were jew-
ellery (Engelhardt 1877: 366-367) (fig. 8). Thus,
there was a magnificent silver swastika fibula with
a large amber disc in the middle and decorated with
pressed gold sheet, particularly in the form of small
birds. This piece has recently been placed in period
C3 by Marzena Przybyla in her work on the mag-
nificent fibulae (Przybyta 2009: 50).

The gold objects consisted of two fingerings and
an elaborate silver pin with a gold head.

One ring is a so-called snake’s head ring type
Beckmann 39c. This type has been very closely
connected to the theories concerning status lev-
els of the Himlinggje dynasty. 28 examples of the
Beckmann 39c ring are found, of which four were
found in Norway and five in Sweden. The remain-
ing 19 are all from Denmark. As is the case with
most types of gold rings from the Roman Iron

Age only a few were found in a datable context.
Thus, five graves in Denmark and one in Norway
contained a gold ring type Beckmann 39c. These
graves have been dated to periods C1-2 (Ethelberg
2009: 146-152; Kibernich 1995: 115-120). The
fact that the ring is rather small compared to other
rings of the same type, has led Lisbeth Kibemich to

Fig. 9. Gold hair pins with pelta-shaped pendants.
Left: Varpelev grave alpha. Length: 6 cm.
Right: Arslev
(National Museum, Copenhagen; photo: John Lee)
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Fig. 10. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave a (National Museum, Copenhagen; photo: John Lee)

suggest that the bearer must have been very impor-
tant, since a ring was specially made for her.

The other ring is equipped with an onyx and
decorated with various semicircular and concen-
tric elements. It belongs to Beckmann’s type 17b,
which has been under discussion. Beckmann inter-
preted this type as a Germanic form, as it only ap-
pears in Scandinavia. Kent Andersson, on the other
hand, after an examination of the craftsmanship
put into the fabrication of these rings, suggests that
their origin should be found in the Roman prov-
ince of Pannonia in present-day Hungary. Several
have since then disputed this. He suggested that
they could originally have been given as gifts from
Roman officials to Germanic warriors, something
that is known to have happened. This is a theory
that I have supported regarding this ring, as I be-
lieve that it may easily have been passed on to a
woman within the family, perhaps for the simple
reason that it was too small (Grane 2011: 109).

The silver and gold pin is well known, and is
normally compared with a pin from the Arslev

grave on Fyn that is also equipped with three pelta-
shaped pendants (fig. 9). It has been suggested that
these two pins may have come from south-eastern
Europe.

Strangely enough, these two are rarely con-
nected to the pin from Nyrup on Sjzlland, which
probably also had three pelta shaped pendants.
Only Marzena Przybyla also makes this connec-
tion (Przybyta 2009: 50). The similarities suggest
Zealandic relations. Possibly, the Varpelev pin may
have served as inspiration for the Arslev example,
but if we strip the Arslev pin of all its glamour, we
may observe a close resemblance to the pins from
grave A3663 from Karup on Sjelland and grave
2223 from Mgllegardsmarken on Fyn (Christensen
2011: 32-33, Henriksen 2009: 124). When we
look at these three, it is clear that there are stylis-
tic resemblances that cannot be pure coincidence.
Although the grave from Kerup is dated to the
transition C1b—C2, the Nyrup grave is clearly C3
(Lund Hansen 1987: 410). The Arslev grave has
been somewhat disputed with datings in both C2




Varpelev —-Carsium — Constantinople.
Contacts across Barbaricum 137

7348,

& Forstjpltyze Kiw of Jres, Sloon oy
Stas v, omids EYTYXWC, ever dob Bl e sl s

b Soor Fuldrrg, . . .
& Trspamd , vondf e oy pas Sidewne. -

aff s S ClodorSoren

. a%{rt./tu,.

€. Browcestoants, f! ca Srcmpo ot

T thbtc Hoved Yo dligt of dose avenlyponsit Soon, -

G fromtis hibt, (lsa paricdibin. :.;nm.,t:,#&,;k g Koaleheds,,

Foi. Urdssgitin: of Tntslhiy’ vedd Yrpontey  ctne Mot 877
4 /w.‘)i ﬂau«,w PR d/x ./ﬂ/aaﬁéa%

L

ANTIOPOGH,
ARCEIV,

Fig. 11. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave g, plan of the grave
(National Museum Archives, Copenhagen; drawing: Julius Magnus Petersen)



138

Thomas GRANE

to and C3 (Storgaard 1990: 49; Ethelberg 2011:
114-115). Mogens Bo Henriksen in his analysis
of the gold hoard from Brangstrup refers to both
Arslev and Varpelev as parallels to some of the pel-
ta-shaped pendants in the hoard (Henriksen 1992:
50-55). The Brangstrup hoard, which has parallels
in the south eastern part of Europe, has a fermi-
nus post quem of AD 335-337 due to the youngest
Roman coins in the hoard. The conclusion is that
the pins from both Varpelev and Arslev may very
well be highly elaborate works of local craftsmen,
but with elements from the Southeast in the form of
pelta shaped pendants.

Grave a

Let us now turn to grave @, which has by far
the most spectacular grave ensemble (Engelhardt
1877: 350-359) (fig. 10). The deceased was laid
to rest on his back at least 3 metres below ground
level in a “stone coffin” so to speak, consisting of
16 large natural stones, creating a chamber of 5.3 x
1.80 m (fig. 11). Most of the skeleton had dissolved,
but based on an examination of the thigh and arm
bones, the deceased was determined as a heavy
limbed, strongly developed male (Engelhardt 1877:
352, note 1). The body was situated in the middle
with room for grave goods both above his head and
beneath his feet. The space between the individual
‘stones surrounding the grave had been closed with
clay, forming an actual chamber, a sarcophagus, so
to speak.

The foot end of the grave had been covered with
a layer of small stones. Furthest north on this layer
stood a Roman bronze basin type Eggers 105 with
parallels in Arslev and Sendre Kjerstad that had
been placed on top of a wooden bowl containing
bones of a pig. Inside the basin was a three layered
bone comb datable to C2 (Ilkjeer 1993b: 490, list
45a). Everything had been covered with some kind
of textile. Next to the basin was a large wooden
bucket with bronze fittings. Both inside and out-
side of the bucket, 42 gaming pieces of bone were
found; some of these also under the flat stone to-
gether with some animal bones. Between the feet of
the deceased were found the remains of four bear’s
claws.

In the southern end of the grave, a large flat
stone had crushed most of at least six glass ves-
sels and one ceramic vessel, as well as a horn with
silver fittings. Of the six glass vessels, a number of
fragments belong to one possibly two ordinary fac-
etted glass vessels type Eggers 230. The remaining
four vessels are all unique.

The green facetted glass has a height of 18 cm.
It has five rows of ovals and a double concave rim.
There is today, some uncertainty concerning the
origin of the facetted glasses, as some are believed
to be of a Gothic Black Sea origin, while others
are thought to be Roman. According to Ulla Lund
Hansen, the very high quality of craftsmanship ap-
plied to this piece indicates an origin in a workshop
in the region of Constantinople. A major problem
has been finding parallels.

The only vessel with resembling elements
comes from the incredibly rich second grave from
Apahida near Cluj in Romania (Goldhelm 1994:
249, no. 101.35). This grave is dated to the middle
or second half of the fifth century, but the glass is
likely to have been an antique, as it has been re-
paired with gold foil. The glass is 16 cm high and
has three rows of somewhat larger ovals with a
small spacing in between. Particularly the double
concave rim is alike on the two glasses. An inter-
esting parallel to the Apahida piece comes from
the unpublished necropolis of Carsium, a Roman
city on the Danube near the Black Sea. Like the
one from Varpelev, it is 18 cm high (Moderan
2008: 149, cat. no. 663). The facetted area is very
similar to the Apahida piece, although the spac-
ing is a little different. Below the rim, there is a
zone with a Greek inscription, “ITIE ZHCAIC EN
ATA®OIC” meaning “Drink and You shall live
among the Good.” This is clearly a vessel originat-
ing in the Roman empire. The combined evidence
from these three glasses supports the assumption
made by Ulla Lund Hansen regarding an origin of
the Varpelev glass in the region of Constantinople
or the eastern Roman provinces. In late Antiquity,
this, and other similar inscriptions are used in gold
decorations of the bottom of glass vessels espe-
cially by the Christian community, who, for in-
stance, used these gold decorated bottoms to mark
and personalize cells in the Catacombs.

The highlight of the grave goods is without a
doubt a kantharos made of blue glass blown into an
openwork silver frame decorated with wine leaves
and the Greek inscription “gvtvywc” meaning “For
your happiness” (fig. 12). According to Susanna
Kiinzl, this work is probably of a Syrian or at least
an east Roman origin (Kiinzl 2000a: 76; 2000b:
614).

There are a couple of parallels to the technique,
although not to the motif. The closest parallel is
dark red and comes from Georgia, now at the
Ermitage in Saint Petersburg (Birjukowa 1986:
no. 6).
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Fig. 12. Varpelev Sb. 8, gravewa. Detail of Greek openwork inscription “evtvxwc” meaning
“For your happiness” on silver/glass kantharos
(National Museum, Copenhagen; photo: the author)

Kiinzl also established that the Varpelev kan-
tharos had been repaired. Thus the top plate that
served as a thumb handle did not belong origi-
nally. Parallels to the top plate have been found in
Georgia (Kiinzl 2000a: 76). Furthermore, the index
finger rings had been substituted by the middle fin-
ger supports for some reason. Apparently, Kiinzl
did not realize that the two substituted rings were
in fact part of the grave goods. This indicates two
things. First of all, that this vessel had been used
regularly; secondly, that the vessel was sufficiently
important for the two rings to have survived to be
put in the grave. What then, could be the reason for
the alteration? Well, a look at the measures of the
rings, show an internal diameter of 15-17 mm. The
altered handles of the kantharos have an internal
diameter of 21-22 mm, corresponding with the two
gold fingerings that were also found in grave a.

The most enigmatic of the glass vessels, has for
long been considered a pipette of sorts as it is open
in both ends. We actually know of Roman glass pi-
pettes, but they are much more delicate, why such a
use is highly unlikely. The closest we can come to

this shape, are unguent containers belonging to the
fourth and fifth century, but they are always closed
in one end, and in some cases they have even been
closed in the other end after the filling of perfumed
oil. This type of vessel is solely found in mortu-
ary contexts, and often with a glass vessel with an
inscription. This has led Hillary Cool to suggest
that they belong to some ritual to do with religions
believing in an afterlife such as the Bacchus cult
or Christianity (Cool 2002). She has suggested that
the Varpelev example must have been specially
made, as she has seen nothing like it. That means
that the container would have had to be sealed in
both ends. It is not entirely obvious that it is this
type of container, but the combination with a vessel
with an inscription at least allows for such a sce-
nario.

On his right hand’s thumb and ring finger, he
had two rather common gold rings. At his right
shoulder there was a small gold pin. A snake’s
head arm ring type C was located near the neck.
This type is considered by Per Ethelberg to origi-
nate in Central Sweden due to the resemblance
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with snake’s head fingerings type 40, which are
mainly distributed in Sweden and Norway, while
only a few are found in Denmark (Ethelberg 2011:
115). These rings, however, show great variety in
form. Furthermore, only a few are actually found
in a context. Kent Andersson, on the other hand,
believes that this type is produced locally based
on his examination of workshops in Scandinavia,
something that he underlines using precisely the
Varpelev ring (Andersson 1995). On the right side
of the head there was an aureus from Emperor
Probus, who reigned from AD 276 to 282,
equipped with a rather crude loop. I have on previ-
ous occasions used among other things this coin to
present a scenario, which mirrored the presence of
aurei from the Gallic emperors in graves from the
HaBleben-Leuna region, that is, that we may see
an attempt to reinstate conditions regarding rela-

tions to the Romans as they were before the crisis
in the 260s—270s (Grane 2007, 276). This coin can
only provide us with a terminus post quem of the
early 280s.

At the waist, there was a silver belt buckle with
a strap end fitting and a couple of smaller fittings.
The loop is decorated with a cell pattern and the
tongue with an animal’s head (fig. 13). The rivets
are also decorated. The buckle is a late Roman mili-
tary belt type. Late Roman military belts are found
in most of the Roman provinces, especially Gaul
and Pannonia and belong to the fourth and fifth
century.

The Varpelev belt belongs in Markus Sommer’s
group Ala and Erwin Keller’s A-B-C buck-
les. This type is dated to AD 290 to 400 for the
Danube region by Sommer and more narrowly to
330 to 360 by Keller (Keller 1971: 58; Sommer

Fig. 13. Varpelev Sb. 8, grave a. Silver belt buckle and strap end. Dimensions: loop — 4.5 x 3 cm;
plate — 4.5 x 2.8 cm; pin — 2.9 x 0.5 x 0.4 cm; strap-end — 3.4 x 2.1 cm.
(National Museum, Copenhagen; drawing: the author)
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1984: 74-75). The strap end is decorated similarly,
but the cells appear less elaborate, indicating that
it may not have been made by the same or at the
same time as the buckle. As the cell ornamenta-
tion is practically unknown on Roman, or other
belts for that matter, several scholars have consid-
ered the belt a Germanic copy rather than a Roman
belt. Michel Kazanski considered this belt in an ar-
ticle in the conference publication of Inter Ambo
Maria from 2011, where he demonstrates a relation
of the Varpelev belt and other artefacts with cell
ornamentation to a Roman tradition, arguing that
the belt had been produced in a Roman workshop
and most likely under orders by Barbarian chiefs
(Kazanski 2011).

As is the case with the other unique objects in
this grave, it is extremely difficult to find good par-
allels. Some examples have been suggested to me
by colleagues coming from as different places as
Krefeld-Gellep on the Rhine, Pruszcz Gdénski in
Poland, Zhitomir in Russia, Augsburg in Germany
and Spantov and Harsova in Romania. On a gen-
eral level, all these buckles, and in fact many others
on both sides of the Roman frontier have a slight
likeness to the Varpelev example. But most of them
only have a superficial resemblance, when it comes
to possible inspiration and origin. In fact only the
belt buckles from Zhitomir (Kazanski 2011: 98,
fig. 5. 5) and Spantov (Mitrea, Preda 1966: 20, 207,
fig. 10. 3) (fig. 14) are good parallels to the main
buckle. The loops on both are made with cell or-
namentation like the one from Varpelev, although
they have respectively more and fewer lines of
cells. It is therefore, quite clear that the search
for parallels should focus on details rather than
entire buckles.

For the best detail parallels we have to look
closer at a number of belt buckles and fittings
from the unpublished Roman necropolis of
Carsium, present day Harsova (Goldhelm 1994:
225, no. 94; Moderan 2008: 149, cat. nos. 642—
648, 650—656). These fittings have been dated
to AD 320 based on coins found in a purse with
the deceased (Kazanski 2011: 95, note 3). If we
compare the different elements, there are a lot
of resemblances. The loops of the main buck-
les have the same dimensions, although the
Carsium example is ornamented with animal’s
heads, probably wild boars. The elements of the
tongue are identical with a triangular cross sec-
tion. At the hinge it has a rectangular or square
part to block the plate, and the point is shaped
as an animal’s head.

Some of these features are the same on some
of the smaller buckles. The shape of these is much
similar to the small Varpelev buckle, although it has
only one rivet, something that Kazanski (2011, 96)
points out as well. The hinge ornamentation on one
of the small buckles consists of two lines parted by
a “roof-shaped” zone, something that is also hinted
at on three of the smaller fittings, which, along with
an undecorated piece, have the exact same shape
as the small fitting from Varpelev (Kazanski 2011:
94, fig. 3. 1-5). And last but not least, the strap-
end is equipped with three clover-shaped rivets that
could be construed as inspirational to the rivets
from Varpelev. In general, no late Roman belts with
decorated rivets have come to my attention, except
this. The fact that the parts are made of silver, only
enhances the impression. I have, therefore, reached
the same conclusion as Kazanski that the Varpelev
belt was made to order by craftsmen inside the
Roman Empire, most likely in the eastern Danube
region (Grane 2013: 191).

The dating of the gravesite

I have here attempted to present the gravesite
of Varpelev Sb. 8 in a way that makes it clear that
it is a much more complex site than has been pre-
sented before. It is possible to see a development
in the gravesite from one central founding grave
(y) in the centre of a natural elevation. The care
that was shown in the burial practice indicates
that this person was important to the local com-
munity, a part of the nobility. It does not appear

Fig. 14. Spantov, grave 4. Bronze belt buckle.
Dimensions: 3.3 x1.9 cm

(National Muzeum of Romanian History, inv. no. 17099;

photo: the author)
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to have been a rich community or nobility judg-
ing by the grave goods in the early graves. The
male deceased in grave y was probably followed
by the female in grave z not to long after. Grave
z belongs in the period C1b2, that is, around the
middle of the third century. When the next high
profile grave was being prepared, the situation
had changed. That much we can assume from the
wealth of both graves alpha and a. Several objects
from both of these graves point towards a date
in the fourth century, and most likely in period
C3 rather than the end of C2. On the one hand,
recent work on the swastika fibulac by Marzena
Przybyla supports a C3 date for grave alpha. Also
the pelta shaped pendants point towards the fourth
century. Lisbeth Kibernich has argued that the
snake’s-head fingering from this grave was ex-
ceptional compaired to other Beckmann 39c rings
because it was custom-made. Kazanski already
demonstrated how the belt parts in grave a belong
in C3, but the rest of the precious objects cannot
help us with the dating, although the aureus from
AD 276-82 also indicates a later date according
to Helle Horsnzs (2010: 60). Per Ethelberg ar-
gues strongly for a C2 date for both graves. Some
important reasons given by Ethelberg are, first of
all, that the snake’s head rings would then last
longer than the rich graves at Himlinggje. As this
type of ring is strongly connected with the sphere
of interest of the Himlinggje dynasty, the ring
could not exist after the demise of that dynasty.
Furthermore, he argues that despite Przybyla’s
research, four-armed swastika fibulae such as the
example from grave alpha are only dated to C2.
Thirdly, he argues that there was a discontinu-
ity on Zealand between C2 and C3, that is, rich
graves from C3 are never found at the same sites
as rich graves from C2 (Ethelberg 2011: 114-
115). It is quite clear that based on these points
it is impossible to date the Varpelev graves to C3
instead of C2. Lastly, Ethelberg believes that the
gold arm ring from grave a was produced in mid-
dle Sweden and therefore not part of the group of
Himlinggje insignia that are normally known as
the snake’s head rings. Therefore, he suggests the
possibility of a power coming down from Sweden
to take hold at Varpelev, because “this would ex-
plain, why Himlingaje ended abruptly during
the course of C2, why a Swedish arm ring was
found in Varpelev... and why there is a disconti-
nuity in the rich grave environments between C2
and C3” (Ethelberg 2011: 115). This development
is construed differently by Ulla Lund Hansen,

who saw Varpelev as the natural continuation of
Himlinggje (Lund Hansen et al. 1995: 392, 430).
Furthermore, the so-called demise of the high
profile graves may have something to do with
a change in grave customs and rituals. In fact,
“it is worth noting that in the Eastern Zealand/
Stevns area it is possible to observe continuity in
the rich finds, despite the changed depositional
practices in the transition from the Late Roman
to the Early Germanic Iron Age”(Lund Hansen
2001: 227). This is not supporting a sudden de-
mise of Himlinggje. Quite clearly, the situation in
the end of the third and beginning of the fourth
century is nothing if not complicated. In fact, the
transition from C2 to C3 may stand considerably
clearer in our archaeological chronology systems,
than it did for members of the Iron Age societies
of that time. Ethelberg’s arguments primarily fit
into artificially created boxes, into which we need
to put the different items in order to sort them out.
The problems arise, like in the case of the rich
Varpelev graves, when the finds defy the boxes.
As mentioned above, Kent Andersson has argued
that the snake’s head arm rings were made by dif-
ferent craftsmen in different regions using the ring
from Varpelev as his prime example (Andersson
1995). Ethelberg compares the arm ring type C
with the fingering type 40, which is mainly found
in middle Sweden (Ethelberg 2000). The prob-
lem is that only six examples are found and none
of these are in a context. Therefore, Andersson’s
conclusion is preferable. Ethelberg’s other argu-
ments are expressing a need to keep things within
the given rules, but the statistical material is far
too little to claim that a swastika fibula has to
have a fifth arm in C3. While we may be content
at the time with suggesting that the fibula is draw-
ing grave alpha towards the C2/C3 transition, the
Late Roman military belt is placing grave a in the
first half of C3.

Conclusion

The overall conclusion to the question of chro-
nology must be that what we see in Varpelev is a
gravesite, which is initiated probably in the middle
of C1b by the burial of a member of the local nobil-
ity, someone, whose status perhaps does not allow
for valuable gifts like his contemporaries at nearby
Himlinggje, but someone who is still worthy of a
burrow or demarcation. For several generations the
head of the family is given the proper ceremony.
At the same time, during C2, status is slowly ac-
quired in the region with connections to an over re-
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gional power. It all ends sometime in the end of the
first half of C3 corresponding to the Constantinian
era with the burial of a man, who had obtained the
highest rank through his commitment in Roman-
Germanic affairs.

A large part of the grave goods in both rich
graves underline an increasing contact to the east-
ern parts of the Empire. Whereas the rich graves of
the Himlinggje gravesite revealed unique, but gen-
erally anonymous objects befitting certain demands
or rituals, which involved feasting and involving
drinking vessels, containers and ladles, it is quite
clear that the Roman objects of particularly grave
a represented a different kind of contact. While the
earlier graves represented a long distance relation-
ship, grave a is evidence of a close encounter. As
mentioned above, there is a large number of unique
objects that link to the eastern parts of the Roman
empire; a military belt with links to the Danube

provinces and glass vessels pointing in the same
direction; a very used and repaired drinking vessel
with a Greek inscription; gold jewellery that reflect
the highest power in the society. All this suggests
that this person unlike his predecessors had to be
outgoing in order to preserve his position in the
society. That brought him particularly to the east-
ern provinces of the Roman empire, from where
he brought back highly personalized items that re-
quired a personal knowledge of Roman customs.
This may have been in corporation with or in spite
of regional powers, perhaps to regain a lost posi-
tion. Such an action would have required an active
foreign policy, as it would have been clear to the
Zealandic élite that their former position was gone
for good with the crisis and the coming of the te-
trarchy, when a new policy regarding the Germanic
tribes was instigated rendering former alliances
useless.
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Tomac 'PAHE

Bapneiee — Kapc — KoOHCTaHTHHONOJIb.

KonrtakTtol yepe3 bapoapukym

Peszome

Hauvnas ¢ xonma III 8. B EBpore nabmonaer-
S CIBUT MOIMTHYECKOTO U KYIBTYpHOro GamaHca
¢ 3amaza Ha BOCTOK, CIBHI, IPUMEPOM KOTOPOTO
SBJIAETCA IPEBpAllCHUE PHMCKHM HMIIEPATOPOM
KoncrauturoMm I rpeueckoro ropofga Busantus B
AMIIEPATOPCKYIO pPe3UACHINI0 KoHCTaHTHHONONB
B 330 r. Touno Taxxe, KaKk B PUMCKOH UMIICpHH,
TAHHBIA CIBUT HAOTIONAETCSA ¥ B TEPMAHCKOM MHpE.

KiroyeBbIM HDaMATHUKOM JUIS H3y4eHMs 3THX
WM3MEHEHMWH ABJISEeTCS MOTHIBHUK Baprenes B BOC-
TOYHOH 3elaHiuM, TPAAUIHOHHO JATHPyEMBbLH
dazoii C2 (250/60-310/20 rr.). C oiHO# CTOPOHE,
MHBEHTAph JIByX MOrpeGCHHH 3TOr0 MOTMIBHHMKA
yKa3biBaeT Ha ONHM3KYIO CBA3b ¢ TEPMAHCKUM ILCH-
TPOM BIAcTH B XHMIIMHTEE, OCHOBAHHEIM B CEpe-
mume II B. C gpyroit CTOpoHSBI, TOrpedalbHbIi HH-

BEeHTaph 0003HAYAET CBSI3H C TEPMAHCKOH BOCHHOM
3HATHIO, IIOCKOJIGKY OH IIPEJCTABIICH B IIOrPeOCHH-
ax IV -V Bs.

MorunsHuEK BapneneB cam mo cebe sSBIAETCA
IPUMEPOM MEPEXOfia OT PEMCKOTO K TePMaHCKOMY
BPEMEHH, HO B TO XK€ BPEMS IPOABISECT U CBA3b C
MO3HEH AHTMYHOCTHIO B JOHUCTOPUYECKOH YacTH
Egpormsl.

Morunsedk BapneneB pacnonoxeH Ha IO-
nyoctpoBe CTEBHC HA BOCTOYHOM MOOEpEXbBE
3emapmuu. Ero orkpeur B 1876 . Hekui Kpe-
CTHSHMH, KOIABIIAI 3eMJII0 B IIOMCKAaX TIpaBHs.
Packonku Benuck B 1876-1877 rr, a pesynsra-
THI UX OBUTM HE3aMEUTCIHFHO OITyONMKOBaHBI B
xypuane «Aarbgger for nordisk Oldkyndighed og
Historie» (Engelhardt 1877). Biaroxaps 6nmu3octu
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3TOro MaMATHHUKA K GOraThIM HEKpPOIIOJSIM 3HAaTH B
Xumnuarée u Banné6ro, OT KOTOPHIX €10 OTAEHIIOT
BCEr0 HECKOJIBKO KHJIOMETPOB, €ro CYHUTAIOT Ya-
CTBIO BOCTOYHO3ETAHACKOI0 EHTPa BIACTU O3/~
HEPUMCKOTO BpEeMEHH. MOTUILHUKY XWMIICHTEE
MOCBSAIIEHO HoapoOHOoe mccienoBanue Y. JIyHH-
XanceH, m3nanHoe B 1995 . (Lund Hansen el al.
1995). Ilocme mybOmmkanum MOTHIIbHIKA Bapnienes
B 1877 I. HHUKOrO 0COGEHHO HE MHTEPECOBAN IIa-
MSATHHK B IIE€JIOM, TOTZIa KaK OTAEJIBHBIE IIPEIMETHI
H TPYIIH IPEAMETOB IPHUBICKATH ONPENCIEHHOEe
BHUMaHH€ Ha IIPOTKEHHH MHOTHX JIET, CTAHOBACH
00BEKTOM PA3NIMIHBIX aHATH30B M HCCIENOBaHUM.
OcCHOBEIBasICh Ha 3THX paboTax, MOTHIIBL, a TI0 HUM
¥ norpe0GalbHbIi NaMATHUK B IEJIOM, JaTHPYIOT
nepuogom C2.

TeMm He MeHee, HOBHIE UCCIIEI0BAHNS OKa3bIBa-
0T, 94TO IIEPHO]] CYIECTBOBAHUSA JaHHOTO MOTHIIb-
HUKA BIIOJIHE MOT PacTAHYThCS emE Ha HECKOJIBKO
TOKOJICHHH.

MOTHIBHUK COCTOSN W3 28 MOrmi mo oops-
Iy TpPYNOIIONOXEHUs, NPUIEM dHeThIpe morpebe-
HUS BEHIIOJMHEHBl IO 0Ooliee CIOXKHOMY OOpsTy.
VYMepmmx ykjiaJgpIBaly Ha CIHHE, TOJOBOH HA IOT,
9TO, KaK MBI 3HaeM, OOBITHO JUIs morpebeHuii 3Ha-
TH PHMCKOTO BpeMeHHU. [Ipoumx‘ morpeGEHHBIX,
HACKOJIBKO MOXXHO CYAHTh, YKJIaJbIBaIH B CKOD-
YCHHOM MOJIOKEHHH Ha OOKy, TOIOBOH Ha CEBEP.
B aByx m3 4eTHIpEX 0COOBIX MOTHII Haxoamics 60-
raTblfi MHBEHTAph, BKIIOYABIIMN PUMCKHE HMIIOP-
THI, @ TAKXX€ U3/ENUA U3 30JI0Ta U cepedpa (Torpe-
OeHus a u «anegpa» — puc. 1-2), Torma xaxk B AByX
OPYTHX HaiileHbl HEeMHOTOYHCIICHHBIE OOBIYHBIE
BEIllM, HAIPUMEp, KOCTAHOM rpedens u OpoH3oBas
¢ubyna. BeposaTHee Bcero, MOCIEAHNUE SBISIOTCA
CaMBIMH PaHHMMH IIOTpeOCHUSAMM Ha IIAMATHHKE,
TOrJa KaK Oorarbie MOTHIIBI OTHOCATCA K CIEAYIO-
[eMy ITOKOJIEHHUIO HIITH MOKOJICHHAM.

CambiM mo3mHHM sBIfeTca norpebeHue a
(puc. 1). Oto camoe Goraroe M3 Bcex morpeGeHui
3HaTH 3TOro BpeMeHW B CkanjpuHaBuu. Haxomku
BKIIIOYAIOT PUMCKHME COCYABl — INECTh CTCKIAH-
HBEIX U OfIMH OpOH30BEIH, Hapy4HBIH Opacier, aBa
nepcTHA ¥ OylaBKy M3 30J10Ta, ACHApHi HMIIEpa-
Topa IIpoGa (282-286 rT.), mosic ¢ cepeOpsHBIMI
YKpamIeHUSIMA IIO3IHEPHMCKOTO THIIA, CHTHAJIb-
HEIH por ¢ cepeOpsAHBIMH OKOBKaMH, JE€PEBSHHOE
BeIp0 ¢ OpOH30BBEIMM OKOBKaMH, KOCTSHBIE IpE-
OeHp W urpanbHble (HIIKH, YETHIPE MEIBEKBHX

KOI'TS ¥ KEPaMHUYECKAH KyBIIHH.

B crarbe OCHOBHOE BHHMAaHHE YICICHO PUM-
CKHM BemlaM. YeThIpe W3 INECTH COCYAOB YHHU-
KallbHBl, OJWH IPUHAUIEKHUT K JOBOIBHO OOBIY-
aomy Tuiry 230 mo X.-IO. Orrepcy, a emg oaun
yrpaden. Hauboree 3HaMeHHT KaH(pap U3 CHHETO
CTEKJIa, M3TOTOBJICHHBIH B TEXHUKE BBIAYBAHUA,
B aXypHOil cepebpsaHoil ompaBe. Hexotophie u3
3THX COCYIOB YKa3bIBalOT Ha BOCTOYHYIO 9acTb
Pumvckoii mmmepnn. Takoke HHTEpPECHBI cepebps-
Has OPsHKKA M HaKIaJKH Ha I0sc. THI IPSDKKY,
OYCBHIHO, PUMCKHI, HO €€ AeTaIH yKa3BIBAIOT Ha
repMaHckoe BiIusAHME. [logc HaxoouT HEe TaKk MHOTO
6mm3KkuxX mapanneneit — (GakTHIECKH, €CTh TONb-
KO JIB€ JCHCTBUTENHHO MOXOKHE HA HETO HAXOKH.
ITepBast u3 HUX — HeOOIbIIAS MPSDKKA U3 MOTHIIb-
HuKa CnanToB B PyMBIHME, KOTOPBIN OTHOCHTCA K
YepHAXOBCKOH KynbType (kynprype ChIHTaHa-Ie-
Mypem). Bropas — rpynma npskek W HaKJIaJoK
W3 OHOM M3 MOTHJI HEKPOIIOJI PUMCKOTO TOpoJKa
Kapc, arie Xapcosa, Takke B Pymbmuu. Ha 6mm-
30c¢Th peMHs u3 Kapca x Hamell Haxozike yKka3bIBaeT
CXOACTBO HHIVBUAYAIbHBIX IETANICH, a HE IPDKEK
B IIEJIOM, KOTOPHIE HAa CaMOM Jiele He TakK H II0XO-
)u. Moruna B Kapce ycnoBHo parupyercs 320 .
TTomoOHas maTupoBKa MOrpeGeHUs a MOCTABUT €I0
B paMKH Irepexofa ot nepuona C2 k C3.

W3 ananu3a MorunbHMKa Baprenes u €ro Io-
rpebasbHOr0 WHBEHTAaps B CPaBHEHHH C COIEp-
JKUMBIM PaHHUX MOTHUI 3HAaTH B XUMIIMHIEE U HA
JpYTHX BHIAIOIUXCA maMATHHKaxX CeBepa cTaHO-
BUTCS SICHO, YTO BEIIM M3 MOTHiI B Baprmenepe yxa-
3BIBAIOT Ha Ooliee TECHBIC KOHTAKTHI C pUMIITHAMY,
YeM paHHHe MOTrpeOeHus.

Ecnu obpatutbes k uctopuu PuMckor mmme-
puu ot kpusnca cepenussl 111 B. 1o nepuoaa Kon-
CTaHTHHA I, TO CTaHOBHTCS OYECBHIHO, 4YTO Me-
HABIIASCH IIOJMMTHYECKAss CHUTyallds B 3allafHbIX
IPOBHHITMAX JIODKHA OblIa OKa3aTh CyMECTBEHHOE
BIMSHHE HA BCE I'e€PMaHCKHE IUICMEHA, B3aHMOJCH-
cTBOBaBIIME ¢ puMisHamu. JIroOwle Mojenu KoH-
TaKTOB, KOTOPBIE MOIVIA IIPOUCXOAUTH IO KpHU3HCa,
JIOJDKHEI OBLIM ITepecMaTpUBaThCsi B HOBBIX yCIIO-
BHAX. UTo e KacaeTcs OEHTpa BIACTH B BOCTOY-
HOU 3emaHauy, jKelNaHHe IOJJIepKUBaTh OOraThIi
YPOBEHB XW3HH, KaK paHbIle, IoTpeboBao 6bl OT
3HaTHBIX CEMEHCTB ropaszo 6onee akTHUBHBIX Aei-
CTBHIA, OTpaXXKEHHEM KOTOPBIX MOINIK OBITH IOTpe-
OeHus a U «anbda» B MOTHIbHNKE Baprenes.
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