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Abstract 

This article develops tools for measuring the role of education in intergenerational social class 
mobility. Sociologists have long sought a method of decomposing the log odds-ratios involving 
class origins and destinations into a direct part and an indirect part mediated by education. 
Drawing on recent work we, first, present such a method and, second, suggest ways in which 
researchers might summarize the mediating role played by education. We apply these methods 
to examine whether education has come to play an increasing role in intergenerational social 
class mobility in Britain during the 20th century. Our results suggest that the mediating role of 
education did not change across the 20th century: roughly half of the association between class 
origins and destinations is mediated via educational attainment. 


