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The scenic coastal cliff Stevns Klint comprises the most spectacular global mass extinction
event in the history of the Earth: The Cretaceous—Tertiary boundary. The mass extinction
that occurred 65 million years ago is particularly spectacular due fo its association with
an asteroid impact and because it marks the extinction of more than half of all species,
including land-iving dinosaurs and large marine reptiles.

At Stevns Klint the thin, black boundary clay found in the up to 40 m high, white cliff
clearly marks the abrupt fall in primary production and makes the exceptional boundary
visible even to the inexperienced eye. Stevns Klint is an outstanding locality representing
a major stage in Earth’s history and the record of life: The mass extinction at the
Cretaceous—Tertiary boundary and is nominated for inclusion for the World Heritage
List.
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