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Word Roll

7971
“Boogie” On St. Louis Blues

Played by J. Lawrence Cook
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Why J. Lawrence Cook was and still is Important
What and How He Accomplished His Work

How I “found” J. Lawrence Cook
Examples and Rewards of My Quest

The Pianola or Player Piano






Mr. Mike Meddings
Rugeley, Staffordshire, UK
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°°°°°° beed AVOID VERBAL ORDERS — Put it Wrmn( Save Time — Reduce Errors

One of Mr. Cook’s letters to
Mike Meddings in the
1970s.



Mike Meddings in Concert

Music rolls with a live band — often featuring many works by Mr. Cook.

Monday, 20th July, 1987 — 7.30 p.m.
CIVIC HALL, ROTHER STREET, STRATFORD-UPON-AVON

S
&

EW SUSIE

SWEET GEORGIA BROWN
PERFECT RAG

AH-AH

SHEIK OF ARABY

SURPRISE ITEM

CHICAGO (That Toddlin” Town)
KANSAS CITY STOMP

CHONG (He came from Hong Kong)
MR. JELLY LORD

AIN'T SHE SWEET
CAIRO

KING PORTER STOMP
TOM CAT BLUES

1 AIN'T GOT NOBODY
THE CANNONBALL

IN THE JAILHOUSE NOW
CHARLESTON

BROTHER, CAN YOU SPARE A DIME!
I'M COMIN'’ VIRGINIA
JAZZIN' BABY BLUES

L]
“

Slues...

featuring

MIKE MEDDINGS

and

*

¢y, Z

THE ORIGINAL AEOLIAN SYNCOPATORS @
with

NICK WARD — Traps

Cincinnati
New York
Chicago
Richmond
New York
Chicago

Chicago
Washington
Chicago
Cincinnati

1924
1925
1925
1924
1928
1921

1922
1938
1919
1924

INTERVAL

Chicago
Chicago
New York
Cincinnati
New York
New York
Chicago
New York
Turlock
New York
Chicago
29

1927
1919
1939
1924
1925
1959
1924
1925
1981
1927
1923

PLAYED BY

“Jelly Roll” Morton

Victor Lane

Pete Wendling

Mike Meddings as played by ‘Jelly Roll” Morton
Alan Moran

Zez Confrey

George Gershwin

Max Kortlander

Mike Meddings as played by ‘Jelly Roll’ Morton
Osborn and Howe

“Jelly Roll” Morton

Fred Parsons

Zez Confrey

Mike Meddings as played by ‘Jelly Roll” Morton
“Jelly Roll” Morton
Rube Bloom

J. Lawrence Cook
James Blythe

James P. Johnson
Ralph Sutton
Thomas ‘Fats’ Waller
J. Lawrence Cook

UNIVERSITY OF ASTON
IN BIRMINGHAM

CENTRE FOR THE ARTS
THE STUDIO

MonDAY NoveMBER 22, 1982
7.30 pM.

STEPPIN® ON THE IVORIES

Ragtime... blues... and stomps
on the pianola
presented by Mike Meddings

The Music Group is pleased to welcome again to the Centre for the
ARESIELE MIKE MEDDINGS, who has prepared a special programme of
historic 'live performance' music rolls from his collection. The
concert, complete with period instruments, together with
associated memorabilia, features performances by Eubie Blake,
'Jelly Roll' Morton, Zes Confrey, Clarence Williams and other
notable keyboard personalities whose roll recordings faithfully
capture the spirit and originality of this fascinating musical
era.

Once again, drummer MIKE HASLUM will accompany selected numbers
from the programme.

The Centre for the Arts also extends a welcome to Tenor Banjoist
GEORGE LINDER and Clarinettist JOHN OSBORNE who join the event as
special guest artists.







The Player Piano was a major form of entertainment in the early 20" Century

T’l';E WORLD-~FAMED

@ANGELUS &25: PLAYER Prano§

THE PERFECTION OF BOTH PIANO & PLAYER

responding to the most exacting demands, thus ensuring Artistic Supremacy.
THE HUMAN TOUCH OF THE MASTER HAND, c
The ARTISTYLE, the s
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The SIMPLE, EFFECTIVE Pateated Exgression De-
vices include :

The GRADUATED MELODANT. which acc
the Melody or Theme,

The PHRASING LEVER, sebich contcols every variaticn
of tempo,

THE PIANO WHICH INSPIRES:

(MarshallzRose ..

GRAND&UPRIGHT PIANOFORTES 5.
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e A Standardized Instrument

Thowsands of These Instruments Are |
Already in the Homes of Our Customers

Sond No Masey With Yo
Ovder.
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Player

Recent Recordings

That Are Real Blues

3707—Black Snake
Blues

3724-My ManJust
Won't Don't

3674—Dead Man Blues

Q . R, . S 3675—mi:night M am-
A 3676—He's My Man
PLAYER ROLLS a572—F alling Rain

are Better Blues

WATCH FOR THE FOLLOWING
They Will Be Ready Soon on Q. R, S. Player Rolis
3788—Trouble in Mind [ 3780—Love Story Blues
3784—Those Lonely Blues

SPIRITUALS NOW READY—@. R. S, WORD ROLLS
3757—I'm Gonna Die With the Staff in My Hand
3639—My Lord's Gonna Move This Wicked Raca
3551—All God’s Chillun Got Wings (Meab'n, Heab'n)
3552—-Git on Board, Little Chitlun, {the Gospel Train)
3554—When Alt the Saints Coma Marchin’ in

RECORDING Q. R, S. ARTISTS

JELLY ROLL MORTON CLARENCE WILLIAMS

SID LANEY JAMES P. JOHNSON

J. LAWRENCE COOK CLARENCE JOHNSON
LEMUEL FOWLER




Creating a Piano Roll

1. Hand Perforating Machine

The New

LEABARJAN

Roll perforating machine is one of the develop-
ments of modern music that will contribute
most toward a real condition of better music
and music appreciation in the American home.

Every dealer should know of its far-reaching
benefits.

The Leabarjan Mfg. Company

Hamilton Ohio

Model No. §




Creating a Piano Roll

1. Hand Perforating Machine

Piano roll punch made by Mike Meddings



Creating a Piano Roll

e 2. Marking Piano

#161 Q-R-S Marking Piano
(1912)




Creating a Piano Roll

* 3. QRS Step-perforator & Recording Piano




J. Lawrence Cook on “You Asked for It,” early 1950s.




Music Books

PIANO HANDBOOK
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EASY TO PLAY
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IN ONE BOOK
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Ten George M. Coban Hits
Styled In "Player Plano” Arrangements
by

J. LAWRENCE COOK

.

H AOO0000O0ON0ROONON0ONON0NC
A W R

m:’f-i?;a.n:‘vﬁ > mw‘;mw.m . -

' f
rged Dy

~rar ’ L/
JLAWRENCE COOK
o n AvER § A

~FARLE L. SPARKS




WHAT EVEIR APPENED TO
THE GOOD OLD DAYS?

Don Grarge-Doe Waber

R{AWRENCE COOK & THE NICKELODEOW )
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Between May 1941 and April 1943, J. Lawrence Cook wrote at least 16 articles on jazz piano
technique for The International Musician (the official organ of the American Federation of
Musicians).




1949
Photos by Duncan Scheidt |
www.duncanschiedt.com

© 2005 Duncan Schiedt

© 2005 Duncan Schiedt

© 2005 Duncan Schiedt



A Modern Recording of some of J.L. Cook’s Finest Arrangements
Available from Shellwood Productions

The Very Thought of You

(YouTube Video)



http://www.shellwood.co.uk/
http://www.shellwood.co.uk/
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Alan & Mike, 2005






Selected Web Sources

Ragtime — Blues — Hot Piano

Monrovia Sound Studios
Mr. Mike Meddings, UK
The premier sight for information on both J. Lawrence Cook and Jelly Roll Morton.

QRS Music

Includes a link to a YouTube video on making piano rolls

ASME Landmarks

Great engineering achievements inclduding the QRS Marking Piano

Mechanical Music Digest

A moderated list about mechanical music



http://www.doctorjazz.co.uk/
http://www.doctorjazz.co.uk/
http://www.doctorjazz.co.uk/
http://www.doctorjazz.co.uk/
http://www.qrsmusic.com/about.asp
http://www.qrsmusic.com/about.asp
http://www.asme.org/Communities/History/Landmarks/QRS_Marking_Piano_1912.cfm
http://www.asme.org/Communities/History/Landmarks/QRS_Marking_Piano_1912.cfm
http://www.mmdigest.com/
http://www.mmdigest.com/
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