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CHAPTER X

INTRODUCTION

Bqualisatien of educational opportunity was an ideal expressed by
the founders of our natien., It is a principle that is fundamental in
American eduoation--a principle based upen the assumption that our
dssooracy 18 best served by extending te all ehildren an equal ainimm
eppartunity to attend schools staffed with the best gquaiified teachers
available. A denial of this prineiple is to defeat the basic parposes
of American education as they were expressed by its foundars and as they
have been develeped to meet the needs of our medern society.

Bquality of educational oppertunity does net mean an identical
education for all chbildren, but it does mean that certain minimm essen-
t4als be provided and 4t is the thinking of most modern educsters that
the provision of qualified teachers is one of the minimum essentials.

7o promote the equality of educatiomal) apportunity it seems
necessary that standapde of qualificsations for the plasement of new
teachers should be of such type as t¢ insure well prepared; cempetent
teschers in all types and sises of schoels when st all pessible, Dmcial.-
ummmmu.wmmam state and more so in the same schoal
systen.

AunerﬁinguuMnadehyml there was a higher perdentege

"lhd‘m, %A Study of Trends in Teasher Turnover and Scme
Fastors Related to This Turnover in the White Public Schools of Tenneszee
from 193839 through 19Lk7-48," (tGapublished Master's thesis, The
University of Tennesses, Enexville, 19L9).
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of turnover smeng teachers with a low level of preparation than smong
those with a high level of preparation. Elsbree has sald:

There has long been & feeling in educaticnal circles that
the number of public school teachsrs leaving their positicns each
year is inmpdipayrily highs that this high rate of turnover has &

very undesiradble effect upen the school systems concerned--meaning
as it does, & oonstently shifting personnel mmmunmmi

omimes ke ptley Bor bigh grade sasoning.t

This ia apother reason that the highest level of prepared teachers
should be plased in our public schools in order to prevent this high rate
of tescher turnever. |

In Kincheloe's study, he congludes that "The genaral trend in the
level of preparation of tesghers in the white publie schools of Texmesses
for the school years 1938+39 through 19L7-L8 was dewnward.*3-

Coservations and investigatione s_uum that the placement of new
teachers is npt always of the desirable type. In this study an effort
will be made to discover what has happensed in the State of Tennessee with
respoct to the level of preparstion and placapent of new teachers in the
publie schools between 1938.39 throngh 1947-kS. -

Statement of the Problem

The purpose of this study is to show the level of tyaining and

%yilierd S, Kisbres, Teacher Turnover in New York State, (New
York: Columbia University, 1V2T), :

3James B. Kinohqlos, umummmmx«rm&«:
of Teachers in the White Public Schools of Temmesses from 1938.39 through

19L7=-hB8" (wm.nm Naster's thesis, The Untversity of Texnsssse,
w; 39&9), Po 6. ; i
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placement of teachers without previcus experience in the white pubdlic
schools of Tennessee for the peried included in the school years of
1938-39 through 19L7-L8.

The impartance of well trained teachers in the provision of an
sdequate educaticnal program is universally acknowledged, All states
resognise, to some degres, the importance of professionsl preparation
in certification requiremants. "Training is the most importamt gqualie
fication to be considered in the selestion of teaching ponml.'h
In light of such general recognition, the level of preparation of the
new teachers and methodsz of maintaining and improving this level be-
comes a concern of each state. This study is based upon a sample of
3867 new teachers placed in twenty-five county and sixteen city
systems in Tennessee and is concerned with only the level of preparation
as determined by the number of years of farmal education bsyond the high
school level. %The public sentiment for better prepared teachers will
soon induce the legislatures of states which now have very low requir-
ments to raise them to the higher levels already recognised in the laws
of other states. It is likely in the not too distant future the laws of
many states will require five years of college preparation for initial
certification of inexperisnced applicants.*>

lwalter D. Cocking, Chairman, "Recommendations Affecting Public
Bducation in Tennessee," Report of the Tennessee Educational Cormission
(Nashville, Tennessees e Termessee hducational GCommission, 193L),
Pe 63.

SHemry J. Otto, Prm:\gﬁg of Elensntary Edueation (New Yarks
Rinehsrt and Company, Ine., » Peo .

/



Importanes of the Study

Recent years have seen a largs influx of new teachers inte Tennes-
see Public schools. Immediately following the beginming of the war it
was clear from observation that the pereentsge of new teachers was in-
ereasing due $0 the fact that samy of the presemt teachers in 19L0-Id
were bedng calied into the service and cthers were withdrswing frem the
profession to enter more prefitable occupstions. Due to this increass
in new tsachers it is apparent that the general level of preparation
denawuﬁMerdemmmelml
of preparatien of thase individusl new teschery enterisg the professien
for the first time, s

While this study places emphasis upon the level of preparatica
of new teachsrs in seouring aampetent teachers the writer doss not
intend to minimize the importance of teachers having experience and the
value derived from the sharing ¢f those experiences with new teachers in
the schools, Bearing in mind the importance of experianced teachers ia
~ schools, 1t seeme that the principls of equality of educational eppertuni-
wummumunmuau_w.-m,wqm--ot'

: aeﬁoo).b is receiving too large a percentage of new teachers, especially
when the level of preparaticn of those new teachers is low.

Mmummmmcmb-uwatwtmmtmmm:
'ﬁbhmww&,dmmndmmmrmm't
public schools in respect o the percentage and level of preparstion
of new teachers. Upon the completicn of this study should there be
some undesiradble mw- revealed it is hoped that proper action may be
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taken in order to either sleminate those trends or to make them more
desireble. This study is importent %o the extemt that it may give
‘directien 4o those comsaynsd in improving the publie sehools ef mot
only Tennssses bul eof m.uut«, in providing for the employment
3tm5mmnm’mw1ﬁnotam«gomﬂmmm
80 ballp insure & higher quality of educstienal imstrustion.

Definition of Terms

Teacher prepeyetion-~less then high sehool, high schood, or years
of training bayend the high school level.

Toacher placemsnim~the assignment of a teacher to a particular
school by those in sutherity. _

‘County sywtem—refers te a school district of which the adwmin-
istrative head is the counmty superintendant.

ity systeme-vefors to a school distriet of which the admin
datrative head is the oity superintendent.

Tescher—has reference to the prinsipal, claserom teacher, or
librarien,

$i38 9f soheo)—has reference te the musber of tesching positicns.

Iype of sahool--has reference to the e¢lsmentary or hixh ‘school.

Irende--has reference to the direction of change.

Publig Sghoglg~-~has reference to all schools grades one through
twelve, |

¥y schools-has reference %o schoels grades one through




6
High scheolsw~has reference to schools gradee nine through twelve,
New Teachersg-~refers %o those principals, classroom teachers,
and livwrarians entering the educational prafession without previcus ex~
perience either in Tennessee or in any other state or territory.

Hypotheses of the Study

I, Thers has been an inorease in the perecentage of new teachers,
without previous experiencs, plsced in the white public sechools of Ten-
pesses far the peried 1938-35 through 19k7-L8.

II. 7The genmeral trend in the level of preparation of new teashers,
without previous experisnce, placed in the white public schools of Ten~
nesses has beon dawrmard for the peried 1938-39 throughk 19L7T-i8.

Nethods of Procedures and Scurees
of Data

The data used in this study were gathered, 0ollsobed, snd compiled
by a group of graduate students at the University of Ternessee who were
partioipating in a general study at the University of Tennessee in an
et 48 Qideoiin, aualyns, &%l Asterpret changes in Temneasse Pblis
 Bduoation from the scheol year 1938+39 threugh 19kP«LS.

There are minsty-five county and ffty-five oty school aystems
in Temnstises, MenmdmdemmwmQMMh
of the group s sampling technigue was used in whieh the etudy was limited
$0 twenty-five counties and sixtesn oity systess within these counties.
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These systems were selected on a basis of geographical location and sise,
giving consideration to the three grand divisions of the state, Dats
were collested from Annual Statistical Reporte of County and Oity Systems,®
Anpusl Report of the State Department of Education,’ and Preliminery Ree
port of High School Principels.d
Sizes of schools were grouped as follows: one-teacher, twoe
teachér, thres~teachsr, fomrethroughesightetsacher, and nine-~or-morsw
teacher county system elementary schools; eightear-less-teacher and nine~
ar-aore-teacher county system high schoolsj and nine-ar-mare-teacher eity
system high schools,
Since the school yeuar 1938439 was not one of the years during
World War 11 it was considered a comparatively "normal" year and was
used as a base year from whish the amount and direction of change was
established,
lavels of preparstion were represented by the follawing symbolsi
STMBOL
Five years of college training 1
Four years of college training 4
Three years of college training 3

6npnnual Statistical Reports of County and City Systems," (Un~
published upm, State Department of Education, Nashville, 1939«L8).

ﬂ-mnnam Repart of Kigh School Prineipals,® (Unpublished
report, State Departamnt of Bducation, Nashville, 1939-L8).



Two years of college training
Cne year of college training
High school graduate
| Lass than high sohool graduate -l
With this scale a resultant mean may be read as years of cellege pre-

o = m

paration.

Organisatien of the Study by Chapters

Chapter I which ie an introduction to the study contains the
statement of the problem, importance of the study, definition of terms,
hypotheses of the study, and methods of procedure asd sources of data.

Chapter II deals with the nmumber and percentege of new teachers
.placed in the white pudblic schools of Tennessee. Trends in the per-
ocentage of new teachers are shﬁm for the different systems, types, nnd
siges oflehoohwith;nutmnu of those trends and a summary of the

Chapter 11X sets forth the general trends in the level of pre~
paration of new teachars in the publio schools of Tennessee supplsmented
with an analysis of those trends end a summary of the chapter.

In Chapter IV is to be found the level of preparation of new
teachers in the elementary schools of selected systems in Tennessee.
Trends are shown in the level of preparation of new teachers in both
county and city system and in certain size schools of those county and
city eystems, There is an analysis of the trende and a summary of the



ehapter,

Chapter V deals with the trends in the level of preparation of new
teachers in the high schools of selscted systems in Tennessee and in
cartain sise high schools of seleoted ecounty systems. An analyeis of
. the trends and a susmary campletes the Chapter.

Chapter VI gives the conclusions of the study and some impli-
cations,



CHAPTER I1I

NE# TEACHERS IN TBNNESSEE PUBLIC SCHOOLS
FROM 1938~193 THROUOH 19L7-19L8

Since the period frem 1938-39 through 1947-48 involved the time in
which the country was at war and a subsequent period of economic inflatiem,
it is likely that this war had its influences on the public schools of
Tennessee in many waye. Many Tennessee teachers were called into the
serviece, many took war jobs, and others were attrected to agricultural
occupations. This circumstance, no douht, caused a teacher shortage and
many new teachers were placed in the public schools. An attempt in thie
chapter has been made to try to discover the percentages of new teachers
that were placed and where they were employed as to system, type, and
size of schools.

General Trends in the Percentage of New Teachers

In 1938-39 7.5 per cent of all teachers were new teachers entering
the profession for the first time., By 1947-48 the percentage had in-
oreased to 8.7 per cent which was a 16.0 per cent increase over the ini-
tial year of the period. A high of 9.8 per cent was noted both in 19l2-
L3 and in 19W6<L7. The low percentage of 7.0 per cent was evidenced in
1940=L1. Another rather low percentage of 7.2 per cent was reached in
19Ll=iS. The average percentage for the ten year period of study was
8.3 per cent, Table I, page 1), shén these percentages of new teachers



TARLE T

mmmmmmcmmm
THE PROFESSION EACH YEAR IN TENRESSER

TESI—— =~ Wow Por Gent
Yoar Teachers Teachers of Total
1938-39 k378 2 1.8
1939-40 Lgez s 7.6
1940-42 4508 324 7.0
15l-42 1736 399 8.k
- a9h2-ko LBkl K73 9.8
19434l Ls9T 53] 9.2
194kh-bS L8513 322 7.2
19h5-b6 468 . m 8.0
19h8-47 | 1690 , 158 9.8
) 4865 W25 _ 8.7
1938-39

thro |
19&733 Léham, 3867 8.3
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for each year of the period, Trend in percentage of new teachers in the
public schools of Tennessee is graphically presented in Figure 1, page 13,

Trends in the Percentage of Kew Teachers in Selected
County and City System Elementary Schools

Humber and percentage of new teachers entering the prefession in
selected county and city system elementary schools are shown in Table II,
page lhs In county system elementary schools the per cent that were new'
teachers in 1938-39 was 8.5 per cent, while in 1947-U48 there were 10.9
per cent new teachers, which was an increase of 28.2 per cent over 1936~
39. The year 1943=hh had a high of 12,7 per cent while 19)0-kl had a
low of 7.9 per cent, The average percentage of new teachere for the
entire period in county system elementary schools was 10,3 per cent.

The city system elementary schools also showed an increase in
percentage of new teachers from 2.8 per cent in 1938+39 to 3.1 per cent
in 1947~48, which was a 10,7 per cent inecrease over the first year of the
period. A high of L.7 per cent was cbserved in 1939-L0 and a low of 1.7
per cent was obtained in 1943-Lli. Of the totsl teaching force in the
city system elementary schools an average of 3.3 per cent were new
teachers during the period between 1938-39 and 1947-46. Figure 2, page
15 shows graphically the trends in percentage of new teachers entering
the profession in selected coumty and city system elementary schools.
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TABLE IX

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS ENTERING THE PROFESSION
IN SELECTED COUNTY AMD CITY SYSTEM ELEMBNTANY SCHOGLS

Total New Cant

e 30 AT

19h0-l 2852 226 7.9 63 27 h.2
Cagla-be 0 26 303 104 655 a 3.2
i9L2-4d 3038 3 106 . 668 28 L.2
19U0-4b 2802 357 1.7 688 12 1.7
RIS 2706 26 93 69h S X
194546 27195 289 10.3 107 16 2.3
1916-47 s 350 12.6 7né 2 34
194748 2893 36 109 732 2 34
193839

19133&8 28293 asm  10.3 6734 ®es 3.3
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Trends in the Percentage of New Teachers in Selected
County and City System High Schools

Table 111, page 17, shows the mumder and percentage of new teachers
entering the profession in selected county and city system high schools.
In county system high schools there was a desline fram 9,2 per cent in
1938-39 to 8.1 per cent in 1947-L8, which was a 12.0 per cent decrease
from 1938-39. A high of 9.8 per cent was evidenced in 1942-L3 and a low’
of 4.6 per cent appeared in 15LheLS. Throughout the periocd there was an
average percentags of 7,6 per cent new teachers in selected county syetem
high echools.

In selected city systeas high schools the period began with 3.0
per cent new teachers and increased to 3.8 per cent by the end of the
period, which was a 26.T per eent increase over the first year of the
period. The year 19L3~Lis set a low of 2.} per cent while 19L6«47 pro-
duced & high of 5.5 per cent. The average percentage for the ten-year
period was ;3.5 per cent. The trends in percentage of new teachers
entering the profession in selected county and city systew high school
are shown graphically in Figure 3, page 18.

Trends in the Percentage of New Teachers in Certein Sise
Schools of Selected County System Elemenmtary Schools

Table 1V, page 19, shows the number and percantage of new teachers
entering the profeseion by siszes of schools in selected ccunty system .
elementary schools and the trends in percentage are represented
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TAHLE IIX

NUMBER AND PERCENTACE OF NEW TRACHERS ERTERING THE PROFESSION
I SRLECTED COURTY AND CITY SYSTEM HIOH SCBOOLS

Total  New Cent

1938-39 M n 92 297 9 3.0
1939-40 w92 269 8 2.8
19k0-la 825 6 1.5 288 » 33
19i0-42 658 65 7.6 307 10 33
194243 B 683 9.8 ol VRN W |
1943k Bl W 5.7 288 T 24
190k 198 31 b6 ns 12 3.8
194516 830 55 6.4 ny n 3k
19617 89 6 1Y 330 1 58
29748 g9 1B 8 3 13 38
1936-39.

k) 8306 633 746 3068 108 3§
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TABLE IV

' NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS ENTERING THE PROFESSION
BY SIZRS OF SCHOOLS IN SELECTED COUNTY SYSTEM FLENENTARY SCHOOLS

Totsl New Cent Totsl New Gent ZTotal New Cent Total New Cent Total New Cemt
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graphically in Pigure L, page 21, The one-teacher school had the highest
average percentage of new teachers of any size school for the period.

As the sizes of the schools increased the average percentage of new
teachers decreased. In 1938-39 12.6 per cent of the teachers in one-
teacher elementary schools of county systems were new teachers while in
1947-U48 22.6 per cent were new, an increase of 79.L per cent over 1938-
39. A high of 24.7 per cent was attained in both 1943-Ll and in 19if~
L7. A low of 10.6 was evident in 1940-kl. The average for the period
was 19.0 per cent.

The two-teacher schools followed samewhat of the same pattern as
the cne-teacher schools except with lower percentages of new teachers.
The period started with 11.6 per cent in 193839 and terminated with 1.3
per cent in 1947-L8, which was an increase of 23,3 per cent over the
first year of the period., In 1945~L7 a high of 21.L per cent was reached
while in 1939~l0 there was a low of 7.6 per cent. A 12.8 per cent
average was found for the ten-year pariod.

The thres-teacher schools varied, to a certain extent, from the
patterns set bLy the one and two-teacher schools, For two years of the
period a greater percentage of new teachers was placed in the three-
teacher schools than in the carresponding years for the two-teacher
schools. In the initial year of the period a low of 5.9 per cent were
new teachers while in 1947-L8 9.1 per cent were new teachers, showing an
increase of 5he2 per cent over the first year of the peried. The high
of 16,7 per cent was reached in 19l3-hk, A 10.2 per cent average was
found for the period,
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The four~through-eight~tescher schools followed no particular pat-
- tern. In the first year of the period 7,0 per cent of all teachers were
new in the profession which was & greater per cent than that found for
the three-teacher schools in the same year. The period ended with 9.8
per cent which was also greater than the per cent for the three-teacher
schools in the same year., This increase of 2.8 per cent was a 0.0
per cent increase over the year 1938-39. In 19l0-hl and 195k1=}L2 the
percentages were even greater than the percentages. for the two-teacher
schools in those same years., A low of 6.0 per cent was reached in 1945~
U6 and a high of 10,7 per cent was found in 1941-}i2. The four-through-
eight~teacher schools had an average percentage of 8.5 par cent new
teachers.

The nine-or~-more-teacher elemsntasy schools of county had systems
the lowest percentage of new teachers of any size schoel. Not enly did
they have the lowest period average of 5.5 per cent but were lower for
each year of the period, dbegimning with L.9 per cent in 1936~39 and ending
with a high of 6.7 per cent in 1947~48, showing a 36.T per cent increase
over the initial year of the period. The year 19LS-Uf was the year with
the lowest per cent which was L.l per oent, These foregoing trends of
certain sise county system elementary schools are graphically represented
in Figure Ly pege 21.

Trends in the Percentage of New Teachers in Certain Sisze
Schools of Selected (ity System Elementary Schools

Table V, page 23 shoms the number and percentage of new teachers
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TABLE V

NUMBER AND PERCENTACE OF NEW TEACHERS ENTERING m PROFESSION
BY SIZES OF SCHOOLS IN SELECTED CITY SYSTEM ELEMENTARY SCROOLS

- Year Total New tﬁ; Total Now Cent
1938-39 106 2 1.9 s 15 34
1939-40 98 6 6.1 536 2h k.5
194012 102 2 2,0 sl 25 kL6
wia-le ™1 1k 581 20 3.4
194243 8k 3 36 58l 28 43
19k3-lik B 1 1.2 63 11 1.8
19hl-hS 88 L k4.5 606 23 3.0
19uS-b6 8 L 1,2 626 15 2.k
1946-U7 6 5 7.9 653 19 2.9
1947-48 55 0 0 671 23 3.4
1938-39

thr

1947 83 25 3.0 5898 200 3.k
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entering the profession by sizes of schools in selected c;ty system elew
mentary schools. The eightwor-less-teacher schools showed 1.9 per cent
were new teachers in 1938-39 but by 1947+48 it had dropped to 0.0 per
cent, a decrease of 100 per cent from 1938-39. A low of 1.2 per cent
was discovered for both 1943«Ll and 15L5-16 while a high of 7.9 per cent
was present in 194S~-L7. A 3.0 per cent average wes evidenced far the
ten-year period.

The relationship which existed between the different size schools
of county system ol@ntw schools is oupiotoly reversed when studying
the different sise gohooh of city system elementary schools. Here the
largest schools had the greater percentage of new teachers. In the nine-
ore-pore~teacher schools 3.1 per cent new teachers was found in 193839
and 3.4 per cent in 191;‘(.2;8, an increase of 9.7 per cent over 1938-39.
The year 1?b3—hh showed a low of 1.8 per cent and 19L0-L1 & high of L.6
per cent. The percentage aversge for the period under study was 3.4
per cent, A graphinal representation of the foregoing trends is shown
in Figure 5, page 25.

Trends in the Percentage of New Teachers in Certain Sige
&chools of Selected County System High Schools

In Table VI, page 26, can be found the number and percentage of
new teachers entering the profession by sizes of schools in selected
county system high schools. In the initial year 12,6 per cent was
noted while in 1947-48 the eight-cr-less-teacher schools had 10.3 per
cent new teachers, which was a decrease of 18.3 per cent from 1938-39,
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TABLE VI

NUMBER AND PERCENTACE OF NEW TRACHERS ENTERING THE PROPESSION
BY SIZES QF BCHOOLS IN SHLECTED COUNTY SYSTEM HIGH SCHOOLS

P R
1938-39 30 W 126 390 23 59
1939-40 368 38 104 437 36 8.2
194010 n 39 10.5 Lusk 3 Sa
Cigli-hg 3% 3 106 508 28 5.5
19u2-43 36 W 12, 183, 38 1.9
19h3=hb m 2 89 b7 25 5.6
19blhS 3th A7 h.S lah 20 ha?
194546 3 » 8.3 hk3 a3 5.2
190607 ¥ 2 17.0 lgh 3 7.1
L M » 103 608 by 7.3
2938-39.

throug

h )
194748 3620 33 9.4 W86  2h 6
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The year 194L~L5 was the low year with 4.5 per cent while 17,0 per cent
was a high in 19l6=47. The percentage average for the period was 9.4
per cent, _

The nine-oremore~teacher schools hed an average for the period of
6.3 per cent beginning the period with 5.9 per cent and closing with 7.1
percent, an increase of 20,3 per cent over the initial year of the period,
A low of Le7 per cent was discovered in 19Ll-LS and a high was evident
in 1939-10 of 8.2 per cent. Consult Figure &, page 28 for a graphical
representstion of the above trends.

A1) city eystem high schoole were of one sise catogory namely,
nine-cor-mare~teacher schoole.

Analysis of Trends

Apparently there was not a consistent rnumber of new teachers
entering the teaching field every year 1n ‘hmougo. For the ten-year
period an average of 8.3 per cent of all teachers were without previous
experience. From a low of 7.0 per cent in 1940-L} to a high of 9.8
per cent in 194S-L7 there was a 0.0 per cent increase over 1940=L1 in
percentage of new teachers in the total staff, Thia percentage of new
teachers would indicate that on the average a complete twrnover of teach=
ing personnsl takes place every twelve years. This simply means, since
meny teachers stay in the profession for much longer than twelve years,
that numerous teaching jobs are frequently filled by new teachers. Une
doubtedly school sdainistrators, having placed so many inaxperienced
pernit teachers in recent years would believe this 8.3 per cent too lew,
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but all permit teachers are not new teachers since same of them have had
previous experience and thus many teachers returning to the profeseion
were not counted as new teachers in this study.

If we assume that thirty years is a normal length of service for
a stable profession, it is evident that a rate of 3 to 5 per cent new
teachers would be narmal. In fact, this was preeisely what occurred
in city syestems. In the elementary schools of oity systems the number
of new teachers of the total staff averaged 3.3 per cunt, while in the
high schools the mumber was 3,5 per cent. The county system elemertary
schools had an average of 10.) per cent new teachers, and county system
high schools had 7.6 per cent. These figures reveal that county system
elenentary schools had proportionality more than three times as many
new teachers as city system elementary schoole. These figures also re-
veal that county eystem high schools hed propartionally more than twice
as many new teachers as city systea high schools,

These figures becams more significant with an analysis of place~
ment by differsnt sise schools. The sise of school in city systems did
not seem to have the discernible effect upon the percentage of new
teachers in the total staff as it did in the county system schools. In
the large high schoole of county systems the average number of new
teachers was 6.3 per cent, while in the small high schools the number was
9.k per cent. The elementery schools of these systems show even more
pronounced differences. In the one-teacher schools the average was 19.:0
per cent, and in the nine-cr-more~teacher schools the average was 5.5
per cent new teachers. Other sise schools betwsen these two sizes show
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proportional differences,

Both county and eity system elementary schools increased over the
ten-year period in percentages of new teachers plaged in the systems,
The county system slementary schools increased 28.2 per cent over 1938~
39 while the city system elsmentary schools increased 10.7 per cent
over 1938=-39 in percentage of new teachers placed in the respective
systems,

The county aystes high schools decreased 12.0 per cent from the
initial year of the period in percentage of new teachers employed while
the oity system high schools inoreased 26.7 per cent.

For each size school in the county system elsmentary schools thers
was an increase in the percentage of new teachers employed between
1938-39 and 1947-48., The one~teacher schools made the greatest increase
in percentage of new teachers in propertion to those new teachers
placed in 1938-39 and the two-teacher schools made the smallest increase
in the same respect.

It is significant to note that the eight~or-less-~teacher schools
in city system elementary schools decreased rather than increased in
percentege of new teachers placed while the larger nine-cremore-teacher
schools increased during the ten<year period. Also the same type trends
were prevalent in county system high schools where there was a decrease
in the eight~or=-lsss~teacher school and an ineresse in the nine-ar-more~
teacher schools with respect to new teachers placed during the period

under study,
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Summary

During the period under study there was a 16 per cent increasse
in the percentage of new teachers placed in the public schools of Ten-
nesses, with an average of 8.3 per cent of all teachers. It was found
that the county system elemenmtery schools hed a higher percentage of
new teachers followed by county system high schools, city system high
schools, and city system elementary schools in decreasing order. The
county systes high schocls were the only type schools which showed a
decrease for the period fram 1938-39 to 1947-k8. The other three type
schools each showed an increase with the county system elementary schools
making the greatest incresse and the ¢ity system elementary sohools
making the least increase.

In the county system eclementary schools a greater percantage of
new teschers were placed in the one-teacher schools than in any other
sisze school with the least percentage being placed in the nine-ar-mare-
teacher schools. Each size school showed 2 gemeral increase betwsen
193839 and 1947-hB with the greatest increase in the cne-teacher
schools and the least inorease in the two-teacher schools,

A study of the city syetem elementary schools shows the nine-or-
more~teacher schools with the greatest percentage of new teachers and
also making an increase in per cent for the ten~year period. The eight~
oreless~teacher schools had the least percemtage of new teachers and for
the period there was a decrease in percentags.

The eight~or-less-teacher schools of county system high schools had
the greater percentage of new teachers but there was a decline in per cent
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during the period. The nine-or-mare~teacher schools had the smallest
percentage of new teachers although there was an increase in percentage
from 1938+39 through 1947-L8,



omrmm 11
THE LEVEL OF PREPFARATION OF NEN TEACKERS IN THE PURLIC SOHOCLS
OF TENNESSEE FROM 153839 THROUGH 194748

"The general trend ia mxmx of preparstion of all the teashers
in Temnesses's puklis schoals far the peried 1938-39 through 19478
was downmard,*} Due to the teacher shortage brought about by the ine
fliuences of World War II there is a likelihood that the level of prepars-
tion of new teachers for this period was also dowaward, This chapter
will attempt to show the genarsl trends in the level of prsparation of new
Sandany n ader 1o either dany or verify the foregoing aseumption,

General Trends in the Preparstion of New Teachers

The mean preparatisn of new teachars in Temnessee in 1938-39 was
2.94 years of callege wunm, and in 1947-48 1t was 1.77 years, a
dodima!!.uyuu. Ahighofli.llyewcmmahoduxm The
mwthmmx.ﬁywm tal?hé-h‘r. ‘nnmmtrm:gcf
a1 new teachars for thc m-pu- period m 2,718 ynrs.‘ The m
years of preparstion was 3 y-m of mnm for each ‘y-u- tron
1938-39 through 19&1-&2. 2 yegrs in 2942-43, O years for sach M from
1943-hl thwrough 1946-L7, snd the peried ended with & medisn of 2 years
of preparatisn in 1957-48, Table VII, page 3L, shows these nean and

Liumes B, Kinchelos, "A Study of Trends in the Level of Prepara-
tion of Teschers in the White Public Schoole of Tennessee from 1938.39
- through 1947-48," (mmuu Magterts thesis, The University of
Termesses, Kmoxville, 1949), p. &.
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193940 3.06 3
1950-13 a1 3
9.2 e 3
194243 219 2
194wl 1.32 0
190-kS .42 0
19h5-k6 1.3 0
1956-17 1.28 o
194748 1.71 g
?.;T.-? 2

TABLE VIX

MEAN AND MEDIAN YEARS CF PREPARATION OF NEW WETTE
PURLIC SCHOGK TEACHE 3
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udimmotwn’nuanfwemhﬁwofthepoﬂod. The trend in
' mean years of preparatiom is graphically presented in Pigure 7, page 36.

Psdble X1I, Appandis A; page 97, shows the numder and percentage aof
new teachers by levels of preparation in seleotsad white publis schools
of Tennesssee. M‘m ths level of preparation cf these new tuoha;-u_
 are shown in Figure 8, page 37. m.mofnuwhmﬁthtm
or mare years of college traiuing decressed over the period from Lh.6
per ocent in 193839 to 32,2 per cent in 19k7-h8, whioh was & 27.8 per
m«mmmwmwumuwfmwmm'er
college preparation. The schoel year 19l3~lk showed the lowest percemtage
of new teschars, 19.4 per osent, with this smount of training, and 19LO-I1
hed the highest percentags of kP.7 per cent new teachers with fowr or more
yeare of sollegs training, The aversge perocsntage of new tiachers with
twwmmd%mtmmmwmum
33.8 per oent,

The number of new teachers with three years of college praparation
dsoressed from 8.3 per cent in 1938-39 to L2 per cent in 2947<L8., This
was a dsarsase of 19.L per cent new teachers with such draining, A low
of 2.6 per cent was found in 19kS-L7 and a high ef 13.3 per oent was
mmwwumawhtehmﬂthm;unetuh
‘lsge training. The average percentage was 6.9 per cent new teschsrs witsh
three yezrs of oollege preparatiom for the ten-year peried.

The numder of new teachers with two years of callsge preparation
also decreassd over the ten~year pericd with a high of k3.1 per cent inm
1936+39 and 15.3 per cont in 19k7+48. Prom ecmputations using these
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percentages ﬁmteuudthatthnmadnmuoef&.ﬁmmtm

,mymtucotmmmummmsotwummmm
the period under study. mmlMThﬁalnat%Gwem.
There was an average for the period of 23.7 per cent of sll new teschers
who had two years of college preparation, '

The trend in the percentage of new teachers with one ysar of
college preparation was found to. be 4 reverse of the trends esteblished
for the m;ma with higher levels of college preparation, I
1938-39 Jdmmtotth-mtmwmnnqtmumtrub
ing whils in 1947-4B 9.2 per cent of the new teachers had such traiming,
These figures repressnt an increase of 196.8 per cent im the percentage
of new teachers with one yesr of college preparstion., A low of 1.2 per
cent was obtained in both 1939-lO and 1940l and a high of 10.5 per
cent was reached in 19U6-7. 7The average percentage for the period of
new teschsrc with one year of ccllege prapsration was 6.0 per ceat,

New teachers with no college preparation inoressed from a low of
0.9 per cent of all new tsachars in 1938-39 to 39.0 per cent of all new
teachers in 1947<L8 which represents an increase of 4233.3 per eent in
the percentage of new teachars with no callege traiaing. A high of Sh.b
per cent of all new teachers was noted in 1946-li7 as having no college
training. For the ten-year period thsre was an average of 29.6 per cemt
of a1l new teachers who had no college preparation,

Analysis of Trends

The general trend in the level of preparation of new teachers in
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the state has been downward during the ten-year pariod from 1938-39 to
1947-kB. The downward tendency sppeared im 191-L2 which wis & reverse
of an upmard trend evident from the first ysar of the periecd. This down-
ward teadency contimued through 19h3-Lh, rose slightly in A9kl-4S, and
continued downward tlrough 1946-47. This dowmward tendency overbalanced
the increases made earlier in the period by eleven times. Tha school
year of 19uT-L8 showed a termination of the downward trend and a tendency
upward. ﬂ,‘ decline in mean preparstion of new teschers for the peried
was 39.8 per cent. This decline smounted to 1.17 years or more than
10,5 months of college training.

There were also some very significant changes during the peried
as to the mambers of new teschers by various levels of preparstien., In
193839 out of every one hundred new teachera in the stats, forty-four
had fowr or more years of college training, while in 1947.h8 thirty-two
out of every one hundred new teachers had four or more years of twraining,
which was a 27.8 per oent deorease. Of the forty-four out of one handred
new teachers with four or more yesrs of college training in 1938.39, two
had five or more years, and in 1947-48 of the thirty-two out of one hun~
dred with four or more yesrs of training, four had five or more years.

In 1938-39 out of every one Imndred new teachers in the state eight had
thres years of college preparation while in the last year of the period
only four had three years of college training., This was a decresse of
almowt 50 per cent in uu‘pcmm.gnz of new teachers having three years
of college training. For ths same period forty~thres new teschers out
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of svery one lmdred in the initial year of the period had two m
of collegs training but in the last year of the period ouly fifteen
new teachers had such treining. This ﬂpum. » decrease of 64.5 per
cent of the percentage of new teachers with two ywars of cdllege pre-
parstion, In 1938-39 out of wvery cne hundred now teachers thres of
them had one year of callege preparstien and in 1947-L8 nine ocut of
. every one hundred had like preparation. This is an increase of almost
200 per cent in the percentege of new teachsrs with one year of college
- treining. In the first year of the period one cut of every one hundred
new teachers had no adllege preparation while in the last year of the
poriod thirty-nins out of every one hundred new teachers had no collegs
preparation which was s increase of sbout L233 per cent new teachers
with no ecllege preparation. In other words, in 1947-k8 the percemtage
of new teachers with no college preparstion was forty-three times as
M ‘as the pmwugc af such new teschers in 1938-39. An even more
striking statement can de nbde cancgrming the yesrs 19&5-&6 and 1946-4T
when it was found thet the percentage of new teschers without any col-
lege preparstion was sixty times as great as those new teschers in
193839,

Swmnary

The goneral trend in the level of preparation of all the new
toachsrs in Tenneswes's pudlic schools for the period 193639 through
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1947-48 was domward, slthough wpward tendencies were evidsnt from 1938-39

through 1940.i1, in 194k-bf, and again in 1947-48, The decline in mean
preparation amounted t0 1.17 years of college training, a decline of 39.8
per cent. This drastic decline came sbout due to the fact that almost

as nany new teachars wilhout any eollege preparation were plaged in the
public achools of Tennsgses as there wers new teschsrs with fowr or more
years of sallegs preparatica. Those levels of preparation of new teachers
which showed an increase for the period were those new teachers with five
yewrs of callege training, those with one year of college training, and
those with no college training. The new teachers with no co].bgo train.
ing made, by far, the grestest increase in percentage of new teachsrs.
Thoss lsvels of preparstion of new teachers which showed a decresss were
those new teachers with fow, thres, and two years of callege preparstion,
Those new teachers with two years of callege training showed the grestest
decrease in percentage of new teachers. fThirty-tires and eight-tenths
per cent of all new teschers had fouwr or more years of college prepara~
tion while 29.6 per cent of the naw teachmra had no college training,



CHAPTER IV

rumormrmmormmmnrmmmmm
oF smem smmm :m mm FROM 1938.1939 THROUOR 19&?-1!&0

Noted suthors emphesiss the izportance of elemontary schools as
a part of owr educationsl program. It is during this period that the
youth of todsy are being transformed ints citisens of tomerrgw, The early
years of a person's 1ife are important ones and it is obvious that these
schools should be staffed with the most competent personnal,

*Let it be kept well in mind that the free schwol system as
established by our forsefsthers had for its purposs to extend equal oppor-
tunities to all members of the commnwsalth,** The elemenary schools
which help to extend equal educations) opportunities should not be
peaslised by placing inmoupetant persomnel in these schoals when it could
otherwise be provented,

A national ressarch of twenly years ago points up the fsot that
a very large percentage of ths new tsachars in eity otem alansntary
schools had two or more years of college preparation. The findings of
this rescarch are given belew for the purpose of comparing the level of
preparation of new tsachers in city system elamentary achools of Ten~
nessee for the peried of 1938-39 through L947-48 with that of the
national picture {n 1930-31.

diareld Waldstein Foght, Th wod (New Yorks

The Maemillsn Compsny, 1926), p. 3
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Qualifiostions of Newly Appointed are in

f 1930-31 in Cities of over 2500

Professional Training Klementary Sohool Teechers
Less than 1 yemr g 0.2%

1 year 2.8

2 yoars 73.7

3 years bt t;

I yoars 6.3

5 yoars 0.3

6 yoars 0.0

*The great meed is for professicmally trained rural schocl teachers.
This chapter is an attempt to reveal the trends in the level of prepars-
tion of new teachers in the edlementary sohoals of Tennessee and to show
the relationship betwesn this level of preparation and that of all new
teachers in the peblic schools in respect to system and sise af schools,

Trends in the Level of Preparmtion of New Taschars
in Belected Goumy and City System
Rleasntary Schools

Table YMI, page L), shows the mean and medisn years of prepara-
tion for new county and ity system elementary teachers. The mean prepars-
tion of new teachers in county systems in 1938-39 was 2.5 years of col-
lege training and in 1947-4B 1t wam 1.09 years, a decline of L.L§ yesrs
or 57.9 per cent. A genersl rise m svidant through 1940-41 runlu.u
2.75 yoars. The lowest mean over the period was 0.53 years of prepers-
tion in 396-47. This is graphically presented in Pigurs 9, page L5,

’m 'Ild"b'iﬂ Poght, op. wo’ p. 19.



TARLE YIIX

 MEAN ARD MEDLN TEARS OF PREPARATION OF NEW TEACHERS IN FLEMENTARY
- SCHOOLS OF SELECTED COUNTY AND CITY SYSTEMS

PO wa— g
1938-39 2.5 2 s 4
1939-40 2.8 2 3. RS
194044, 2.15 § 3.78 h
19id-h2 2.5% 2 3.8 '
1942-h) 1.6 2 3.6 4
2943ih .90 0 3.25 L]
19hkkS a 0 3.00 k
LI N 0 2.8 3
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Fijure 9, Trends in Mean Years of Preparation
of New Teachers in Elementary Schools
of Selected County and City Systems
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Far the whale peried, the mesn of mm was 1.52 years. The median for
sach of the firet five years of the period was 2 years and for each of
the last nnvryummpmmom. |

The meen m«sioiz‘ of new teachars in olty eystem elementary
schoole in 1938-” was 3;&1' rom of mcgo trﬁninc;‘véd in 1947-L8 4t
was 3,78 years, an Ancrease of 0,37 ysars or 10.9 per 6@. A gMd
rise was evident through 19i1-42, resching 3.66 years of college prepara-

‘tion, A decline cocurred for four years through 194S-U6, reaching &
low of 2,81 years of cdllege training for the pericd. Then there was
sn inarease for the next two years through 19hT-48. The mean of means
for the ten yoars was 3.kk years of college training. The medisn pre-
paration for all years of the pariod was | years with the axneption of
194516 when it was 3 years.

Table XX, Appendix B, page 106, shows the mmader and percentags
of new teachers Ly levels of preparation in elememtary schouls of selected
county and city systems., The mmber of new teachers in county systea
elesentary schodls with four or more years of college training dscreased
2h.3 per cent in 1938-39 to0 14.2 per cent in 19WT-h8. This was a de~
crease of L1.6 per cent from 1938-39. The high for new teachers with
such training was 30.1 per cent in 1940-ll and the low was 6.0 per cent
in 194647, a decline of 80.1 per cent. The new teachers with one, two,
ar three years of college training in coumty syetenm elementary schools
decreased from 7h.8 per cent in 1938439 to 33.3 per cent in 194T-h8, a
decline of 55.5 per cent in level of preparastion. %The high for new
teashers with such training was Th.8 per cent in 1938-39, and the low
was 23.2 per cent in 194S-k6, a decline of 69.0 psr cent. New teachere
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with no eollege preparation’ in county systen olamentary schools iberessed
fron 0.9 per cent in the initisl yemr of the study to 52,5 per cemt in’
the last year, an increase of 98.3 per cent. A high of 70.0 per cent was
reached .'m 1phb-LT. Trends in percentage of nn'tnrehu'a in oity and
comty systea alementary echools with four or mors years of cellege
training are shown in Figure 10, page L8. New teachers in county snd
¢ity system elewsntary schools with no college training are shown in
Figure 11, page L9,

The muber of new teachers with four or mare years of ccllege
training in city aystem slementary schocls incressed from 70,6 per cent
in 1938.39 to 87.0 per cent in 1947-48, an increase of 23.2 per cent
over 1938-39. A low of 50,0 per cent was reached in 1945-l6. The mum-
ber of new teschers with ens, two, and three ysars of college training
was very firegular dwring the period, rsaching a high of 43.7 per cent
in 194546 and & low of 1.1 per cent in 1940-ld, an increase of 7h.6
per cent in the five years. There were no new teachers in oity system
slenentary schools with no college training emplayed in 1938.39, 193940,
19ld-h2, and 1947-L8 but a high of 18.5 per cent was noted ia 194L-S,

Teble IX, page 50, gives the mean and median years of prepara~
tion of new teachers in ocertain sise county system elemsntary schools,
This mean is grephioally shown in Figure 12, page 51. 7The trends in
percentsge of new tesochsrs in nertain sise comnty system slementury
schools with four or more years of ecllegs training snd those with no
college training are presented in Pigure 1), page 52, and Pigure 1k,
page 53, respestively,
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“PABLE IX

\EAN AND UEDIAN YEARS OF FREPARK
IN CERTAIS SIZE ELEMENTARY SCHOCLS OF S

mwmzncm
chmmm

Tear E2 i Wew Nedlam T P RE B e Ba hda ”"“"'_
1938-39 2.2 2 23k 2 2.8 2 288 3 ‘337 3
1939-40 236 2 2.3 2 2.6 2 2.9 3 3.06 g
19404 232 2 2.5, 2 2.55 2 3.09 3 3.n
19h2-43 092 H.5.. 1l.0h HS. 2.16 2 202 2 3.00 3
19h3-4L 0.22 B8, 058 .S, 6.7: HS. 133 1 267 3
19hL-45 o3k HS. 0.38 H.S, 1.05 E.SB. 1.3 12 1.9 2
1945-b6 007 Hs, 033 HS. 085 HS. 1.8 2 2.26 2
19L6=L7 0.00 RS, 0l6 HS. o3k Ks. 1.05 T 167 2
15k7-48 0.2 H.S. o.k3 H.8. .19 1 - U6 S § 2.27 2
e -
19h7-h8 78 ®S. 131 HsS. 156 =Hs. 230 2 260 3
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© Wide variations were evidenced in the level of preparstion of new
teachers placed in different sise slementary schools of cousty systems.
The lowest level of preparetion wes found in the onesteacher schoals,
‘Starting in 1938-39 with a mean preparstion of 2.2L years, this dropped
%0 0.2L years in 191;?-&8,} a decline of 2,00 yeers or a decline of 89.)
per cent. The high of 2.2k yesrs in the initial ysar of the period was
never agsin resched snd a low of -0,07 appeared in 19hS.i, This was
an actual dedline of 2.3l years. The mean of means for the period was
0,78 years. The pedian years of preparation was 2 years from 1938-39
through 19l1-hR, then dropped to high school graduate the last six yeare
of the period. Table XIII, Appesdix B, page 99, shows the number and
percentage of new teachers by levels of preparation in one-teacher schools
of county systems. The mew teachers with four or more yeare of callege
training deareased from 8,0 per cent in 1938439 to 1.3 per cent in
19&&'-&8. This represents & decrease of 83.8 per cent from 1938-39.
These one~teacher slemsntary schools 4id not employ a single new teacher
during the perisd with as much as five years training in cdlege. In the
same period, the new teschers with ons, two, end thres years of college
preparation dropped from 92,0 per cent in 1938-39 to a low of 2.2 per
cent in 19US-46, a decline of 97.6 per cent, and rose again to 17.3 per
cent by A947-48. The number of new teschars with no cellege training
rose from 0.0 per cent in 1938-39 to a high of 97.8 per cent in 19h5-6
with the perfed ending with 81.) per cent. New teachers employed during
the peried in one-teacher elemsntary schools of county systems who were
not high school gradustes inereased from 0.0 per cent in 1938-39 to a high
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of 13.6 per oent in 1946-47 and 9.3 per cent in 19L47-L8.

The two-tescher elemautary sohools of county systeas follow &
 sinflar patterz at & slightly higher level of preparation, Prom a
maan preparation of 2,34 years in 1936~39 and a high of 2.5k years in
3940-ld, the mean preparstion dedlined to O0.4) years in 1947-b8 and a low
of 0.16 years in 19h6-47. During the ten year peried there was a dscrease
of 1.9 years in the level of mp;u'ctm of new teachers in the two-
teacher elementary schocls of county systems which was an 81.6 per cent
decrease from the first yesr of the pericd. The median was 2 years fyrom
193839 through 1942 and high school for the remsining six years of
the period, The mean of means for the perind was 1.1l years. Tsble IIV,
Appendix B, psge 100, shows the number and percentage of new teachsrs vy
levels of preparation in two-teschar elementary schools of county systems,
Ko new teachers with as much as five years of college wmm [
plaoyed during the periocd in two-teacher elsmemtary schools of county
systems and the number of teachers with fowr or more ysars of traising
decreased from 16.3 per cent to 0.0 per cent over the ten year period.
New tsachers with ons, two, and three ysars of cdllege training dropped
from 82.5 per cent to 3L.3 per ceat from 1938-39 through 1947-k8. This
was a dedline of S8.L per cent. At the same time, the mmber of new
teachers with no college training inoressed from 1.2 per cemt in 1938.39
to 65.7 per cent in 1947-L8, an increase of 5375.0 per cent, with a high
of 79.3 per cent in 194546, The nusber of new teachers who wers not
high school gradustes increased from 1.2 per cent in 1938-39 te a high
of 12,9 per cent in 1947-kS, an incresse of 975.0 per cent.,
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The preparation of new teachers in the three-teacher schoals,

starting with a mean of 2;45 years, incressed to 2,56 years in 1939-40
and then declined to 1.19 years in 1947-48 with a low of 0,3k years in
1946-47. During the teo-year period there was a decrease of 1.26 years
in the level of preparstisn of e vy
tary schools of county systems which was a 51.} per cent decrease from
the first year of the period, The mean of means for the ten years was 1,56
yoars, The median was 2 years for each of the first five years of the
period through 1942-43, PFrom 1943-Uli through 1946-447 the median was

high school and for 1947-48 it increased to one year of college prepars~
tion. Table XV, Appendix B, page 101, shows the mmber and percentage
of new teachers by Imic of preparation in three-tescher elementary
schoal s of county systems., Only one new teacher with as much as five
years of training was placed in the three-teacher elementary schools of

- selected county systems duwring the ten-year period and that placement
was in 1945=46, The percentage of new teachers with fowr or more years
of college training declined from 20.0 per cent to 0.0 per cent from
'1938~39 through 1946-47, reaching 19.2 per cent by 19h7-48, & decline

of k0 per cent during the period. A high of 28,0 per cent was attained
in 1939-40. Those new teachers with one, two, and three years dropped
from 80,0 per cent in 1938-39 'to 30,7 per cent in 1947-48, a decline of
61.6 per cent, with a low of 25,0 per cent in 1943-lk. The number with
no college training increased from 0,0 per cent to 50.0 per cent by 19T~
L8 with a high of 7h.3 per cent in 1946-47. The year 1916-47 ehowed that

1)l.4 per cent of the new teachers in three-teacher elementary schools of
county systems had less than high school training,
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- The mean preparation et.m.tl’aum' placed iptbwmhdcw
tescher schols was 2.88 years 1n 1938-39. A high of 3,09 years was
| mmm. m.mumﬁmwmmmp-m The
"»purm under study culad\wbh a mmwwuzmoflalﬂ years, There
Im.a.oma mmmmumm yoars or 49.0 per cent, The
nunotum tornn unyuﬂm 2.10 years. mmmu—m
Muohycu-oftho f;nttm-uyamotzhtwwdwn3m. ‘
, eum to 2 years through 1942-43, and again decressing to 1 year through
© A94l=b5. There wae an incresse in the medisn prepsration of new teachers
tnl WWM nehoeh‘iﬁ 1945-U6 to 2 years but decreased
to 1 year fqtha Llast Wwe years of the perded, ’:r'.blo.xvx,'amn.
page 102, shows the number and ymuzo 'ut new teachers by levels et
preparation in MWM dmaury schooly of emmv
" systems, . Inl?JG-”, k2.1 per cent of the new teachars in thase schoals
" had fm or more years of vallege hninina, while in 1947-48 only 16.5
_ per cent had such traiming. This was a decrease of 60.8 per cent. A
" high of h7.6 per, cant mmmmm while a low of X2.9 per
 oent existed in 1913, < The number of teschers with cne, we, and three
‘wmc!mnogammwmﬁdmum%w.éwrm,
a decresse of 18.9 per cent, with a high of €1.5 per cent in 191042 and
a low of 30,2 per cent in 19hl-LS. The percentage with no college train-
ing rose firom 1.8 per cent in 1938-39 to L9.4 per cent in 19h6-LT with
the period nding_ﬁ&h 37.9 per oent- &‘hm was & 95.3 per cent increase
.mrl”ﬂo”. i
In 193839 the new teachsrs of aineor-aore-teagher elementary -
schodls of county qyetems had 2 high mesn preparstion of 3,17 years which
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drapped to & low of 1,67 years in 19467, and in 1947-48 the mean pre-

paration was 2,27 years. Thers was a docreass of 28,5 per cent in mesan
preparstion. The mean of means for the ten-year period was 2.60 years,
The median was 3 years of preparation from 193839 through 1939-ho, &
years from 394O-LY through 19k1-42, 3 years from 1942-43 through 19k3«4l,
and 2 years from 1944 tirough 1947.48. Tavle XVII, Appeudix B,

page 103, shows the mumber and perosabage of new teachers by levels of
preparation in ainemor-zere-teachsr slementary schools of esunly systeas,
Two new teachers with as mch as five years of training were placed in
these sise seools, one in 19l1-U2 and the other one in 1946-LT7. The
muber of new teachers in uine.or-aars.teacher elesantary schocls of
county systems with four or more years of college tra.an:m; deereaned

- fram 47.8 per cent to 39.4 per cent, a decline of 17.6 per ceat. The
muber with ane, two, and three years declined from 52.2 per cemt te
36.L per cent, a decline of 30.3 per ¢ent. Those with no gollege training
ingreased from 0.0 per cent in 1938-39 to 24.2 per cent in 1947-L8 with
a high of 33.3 per oent in 19U6-47. During two years of the peried,
1943-h) and 1946-k7, these schools had as much as 2.2 per oent of new
teachers who were less than high schod. graduates.

The mean and median years of preparation for certain sise city
systen elemsntary schocls &re given in Table X, psge 59. It is evident
in this teble that the wide renge in the levels of new teacher prepars-
tion found in different sise cousty system schools was not present in
oity sohools. However, the lowest level of new teaoher preparstiom in
eity system elemantary schocls was found in the larger, or nine-cr-aare
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TABLE X

MEAN AND MEDIAN YEARS OF PREPARATION OF NEW TEACHERS IN CERTAIN
SIZE ELEMENTARY SCHOGLS OF SELECTED CITY SYSTEMS

e
G %;‘MM“M wo.'m%arm

193839 4,00 L 3.33 b
1939-40 .00 4 .n b
194012 k.00 L 3.7 h
194142 4,00 b 3.8% b
194243 3.67 L 3.Lk k
19L3-4) 4,00 i 3.18 h
19bl=lS 3.50 b 2.9 h
191516 k.00 I 2.73 2
19L6-47 3.0 L 2.79 4
1947-48 None employed 3.78 &
193639,

t
ek 3.76 4 3,39 k
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mmmmmmmm-mwmm»mwmnum
" slementery schools. In the eight-cr-less-teschar slsmentary !Ml of
fei.ty‘vm there was a m preparation of new teachsrs of 4,00 years
in 193&39. This mean preparstion remained constant umpt for tlmo years
of the period when in 1942-L3 it dropped to 3.67 years, in 194l-S to 3,50
yoars and in L9h6.LT to 3.UD years of prepsration, a decline of o.éayom
Madccl.m of 15.0 per cett. No mtudsuwroplunmmu
" goboals for the year IGLT-LS. - This is graphically shown in mnra s,
page 6l. The men of means for the ten years was J.76 years, The median
‘for each year of the period was b years. Tsble XVIII, Appendix B, page 10L,
shows the number snd percentage of new teachers by levels of preparstion
in eight-—onldess-teacher ¢l ementary schools of city systems, The pere
centage of new teachers in thess schoals having four or more years of
callege training decressed from 100 per cent in 1938-39 to 80 per cent
1n 19b6-H7. A low of 66.7 per eeut was evidenced in 1942-L3. One otber
year showed a drop below the 100 per cemt wkmd that was 1n 194h-iS
with 75,0 per cent., In 19US-LT one temcher with a3 much as five years
uuummmmmmnmoxamwmmm«»o:mm
teachars employed for that year in like type schools. One new teacher
with tires years of trsining was emloyed in 1942.43, one with two years
training in 19k-4S, aod one high schodl graduate in 1946-hT. These
@rm are sbown in Pigure 16, page 62.

The mean preparation of new teachers in the nineor-more-ieacher
schools was less thm thon in the uuM-lnMuum cohooln for
aach corresponding year. The mean preparation inaressed from 3.33 years
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in 1938-39 to 3.78 years in 1’&1—&8, an increage ous.s per M. with a
high of 3.85 y-m 12 1912-12 sod & Yow of ammr- aaww-w The
mesn of means for the unymms.wytua. mu&mmhy«uo
for each year of the period except for L9LS-LS when it dropped to 2 years,
‘Pable XIX, Appendix B, page 105, shows the mbwudm of . new
teachers by levels of preparation in n:lm-MMr elesentary
schocls of eity systems, The number of new {eachers with fow or mere
. years of training increassd from 66.7 per cent in 1938-39 to a high of

86,9 per cent 1n 19h7-h8, en incresse of 30.3 per sent, with a low of

46,7 per cent in 1945.LS. The nuiber with one, two, and thres years
training decressed from 33.3 par cent in 193839 to 13.0 per cent in 1947
b8, a decline of 61.0 per eent, with & high of 46.6 in 19hS-US and & low
of 12.0 per sent in 1940-l1. New teachers with mo ocllege training were
not placed in 1938-39 and nooe were placed inm 1947-L8 slthough & high of
2.7 per cent was reached in 19hh-hS, |

The genersl trend in the level of preparation of nev teachers
placed in one~tescher county system slemsatary schools was sharply down-
ward. Starting at the begianing of the period with the lowest mean pre-

' paration of any schools studied, the decline was greatest in these schoole
from 2.2h years of preparstion ia 1938-39 to 0.2h years in 19k7-48,
amounting to an 89.3 per cant dscresse in level of preparition. This
indicates that new teachers in thess ans=teachsy schools in 1938-39 had
more than nine times &5 much college training as new teachers in the
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same positions im 194T-4B. At the beginning of the perisd, about eight
'4n ane Imndred new teschers had four or more years of callege training,
ninety-tes in one Imndred hed one, twe, or thres years, and there wers no
new teachers without college training. By 19k7-48, these figures had
changed to one in one hundred with four or more years of ocollege train-
ing, seventeen in one lmdred had one, twy, or three years, and eighty-
ons in one hundred had o college training. In other words, there wers,
1n 194718 as compared with 1938-39, about one-sixth as many new teschers
with fowr or mcre yesrs, less then one~fifth as many with some college
tredining but less than four years, snd more than eighty-ons times as nawy
new teachers with no callege preparation, There was not & new teacher
laced in one-teacher county systea elemsntary schools who had more than
four years of college preparation duwring the entire peried under study.

The next lowest level of preparation of new tesclmrs was found in
the two~teacher county system slememtery schools., The gemsral trend in
level of preparstion of new teachers in these schools was slso shoply
dowmemrd, 7The declise in mean preparstion amounted to 81.6 per cemt. At
the end of the period new teachers in thege schools had less than one-fifth
as much callege training as new teachers in the same positions in 1938-39.
At the beginniag of the pariad, sbout thirteen new teachsrs in overy one
hundred new teschere had four or more years of college trainings eighty-
thres in one hundred had oms, twe, or three years; and one in one hundred
had no cdllege preparstion. By 15U7-U8 new teachers with four or mere
years had declined to sere in one hundred; teschers with ans, two, or
three years had declined to thirty-fomr in one hundreds and teachers with
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no callege training had incressed to eighty in one hundred. A ecsparisen
of the last year of the period with the first, reveals thst there were no
new teachers with four or more yesrs of training as against sixtesa in
one hundred, two-fifthe a» many with scme college training buk less than
Lfour years, snd nearly sixty-six times as many teachers with no cellege

commquummmm, the next level
of Wnﬁonm found in the tlweo.teachsr schools where the genersd .y
trend was slso sharply dowrmard, The decline i mean preparstion over the
period amounted to Sl.k per cent. At the end of the pericd, new teachers
in these schools had on the average more than eleven monihs less aoum
trum: than new teschers in eimilar positions at the begimning of the
period. In 1938-39 of every one hundred new teachers in these schools,
twenty had fowr or more ysars of college training, eighty had cne, two,
or three years, and fowr new teachers had no collegs training. In 19h7-48
these figures had changed to nineteon in one mmdred with four or more
years, thirty.ons with ons, two, or three ysars, and fifty with no ol
legs work, This showe there were in 1947-48 as campared with 1938-39
eppraxinstely the same nwmber of new teschers with four or more years of
college training, almost ome-ha)f a8 many with ane, two, or three years,
but more than fifty times as many new teschers with no college training,

The four«through-sight-teschar schoals slse showed a downward trend
in the level of preperation of new teschers, The decline in mean pre-
paration wae 9.0 per gent. At the end of the period, new teschers in
these sohools had on the aversge more than twelve months less college
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training than new teachers in aimilar positions at the begimming of the
period. In 1938-39 of every ane hundred new teachers in these schools,
forty~two had four or more years of ocollege training, fifty-six had one,
two, or three years, snd four new teachers had no callege training, In
194748 thess figures had changed {0 seventeen in one Yundred with fowr
or mors ysars of cdllege preparation, forty-six with oms, two, or tlwee
yoars, and thirty-eight with no college work. A comparisen of the last
year of the period with the first reveals there were a little more than
one~third as many new teschers with four or more years aof college preparae
tion, a little more than three-fourths as mamy with one, two, or tires
years, and twenty-one times &s many new teachers with no callege training,

The nims-crsore-tescher echocle were the losst affected Wy a
decline in the level of new teacher preparation. In these schoolwm, the
drop in mean preparation mounted to 28.4 per gemt. The number of new
teachers with four ¢r more years of callege preparation decreased frea
farty-aight in one Jmadred in 1938-39 to thirty-nime in 1947-l8. Those
new teschers with cne, two, o three years of cellege preparatian dropped
from fifty-two in one Ingmired to thirty-six, while new teschers with no
college training increased froam sexrc in one hundred to thirty-two in every
one hundred new teachers,

The general trend in the level of preparation of new teachers
placed in city eystem sighteor<less-teachsr schools was downward. The
decrease in mean preparation over the period smounted to 15.0 psr ocenmt,
Bow teachers in these schools in 1946-47 had, on an aversge, five and
one-half months less college training than new teachers in the same
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positions in 1938-39. Out eof one hundred new teachers in 1938-39, one
mmdred had four or more years of college training, lesving no new teachars
with less than four years of college preparatisn. In 1946-LY out of a
similar mmber of teschas, eoighty had rom" or more years of college pree
parstion, none had one, two, or tiree years, snd twenty had no training
beyond high school,

mmmtmxmxafpupmzéornntamuum.m-
or-more-teacher schools of city systems wes upmard with an increase in
mean preparation which amounted to 13.5 per ceat which was not as grest
an increase as the dscreass in the eightt-or-less-teasher schools. The
new teachers im these schoals, on the sverage, inoreased in callege pre-
parstion by four months. The changes by years of preparation for every
‘one lndred new teachers mnuxa.aja to 1947-48 were: four or more years
of callege training increased from sixty-seven to m--n!n; ons, two,
and three years of callege prepcratisn decreased from thirty<tives to
thirteeny no college training was still sero in 194748 as 1% was in the
initisl year of the peried,

The general trend in the preparstion of new teachers in all siges
of schocls combined of coudly system slementary schoals was downward., The
decline in the mean preparstion for the ten ysars of the pericd amounted
t0 571 per cent. The median remained constant at two years for the first
five years hut decreased to sero in 1943l and continued as such through
1947-48. The persomnel with four or more years of cdllage training de-
oressed from tvanmtywfour in one hundred to six., In 1938.39 seventy-five
in one hundred new teachsrs had one, two, or three years of callege
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training and one new teacher in one Mindred had nope. In 19h7-k8 thirty-
three in ons Mmunired had one, twe, or three years in callegs, while fifty-
~ thres 'in one hundred had no college training, '
 The geseral trend in the preparstion of new teschers in city systea
alementary schools was upward. The incroase in mean preparation fer the
| de‘urihprMmoth;vwmt." The median of prepars-
tion was ki years for the entire period susept in 19US-I6 when it dropped
to 3 years for that one year. New teachers with four or more years of
eollege training increased from seventy-ens in one hundred to sighty-esven,
Personnal with one, two, or three years decressed from twenty-sine in
one hundred to thirteen, while new teschers with no cdliege training ree
mained constant at the sero level,

Sumary

In the initisl yesr of the period under investigation, there were
decidsd differences in the level of preparation of new teachers placed in
. certain sise sclhools of county elementary systems. These differeaces
were direetly proportionsl to the sise of the school, the lowest level
being in the mmallest schocls. While the general tread in the level of
preparstion of all size schools in county elementary systems was downward
the decrease was also propartional to the size of school, exoept in one
Anstance whers the level of preparation in the four-througbeeight-teacher
schools reached a lower ebb than the tiree-teasher schools. The range
in mean preparstion was from 2.2l years in the one-teacher schoels in
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1938439, with & decrsase over the period of 89.) par cemt, to 3.7 years
in the alne-or-more-tescher schoals in 1938+39, with a decrsase of 20.h
por cent, |

The ditzmu in the 1«01 of pmu'atm of new teschers placed
in esrtain sise nhooh ordtyolmtmm&nnmhrmtmm
county eleamtary systews. The general trend of the level of preparation
of new tesachsrs placed in the eight.carsleys-teschar schools of city
elemamary gystems was dowsward, slthough the level fluctusted to & grest
extent,

' The trend in ths level of preparstion of new teachars in the nine.
or-aare=-teachar ¢lemsgtary mchocls of eity aystems increased over the tean-
yoar period although thers was a drastis drop betwesn L5h1-42 and 194546,
In 1938-39 the mean preparetion was 3.33 years and in 19L7-48 4t was 3,78
years, an incresse of 13.5 per cent, =

The trend ntho'ebtluty systea elmmentary schools was upward through
1940ul1, while in the city system the level rose through 1911-i2. 7he
decline in county system slemsntary schools starting in 191042 continued
tirough 1946-47, while the decline in city elementary schools starting in
191342 was checked by 1945-l8, The increase in the meen preparation of
new teachers in city systes elmasntery schools was 10.9 per cent for the
- period contrasted with 57,1 per cent decreass in county symtem elemantary
sohools, In 1938-39 new ¢city system dlementary tsschers hed spproxiastely
eight months college trsining more than eccumty system clementary teachers,
T 194748 teachers in city system elsmemtary schools averaged @ 1ittle
nore than 2 years cellege training more than county system elamentary
tesahers,



CHAPTER V

THE 1EVEL OF PREPARATION OF KEW TEACHERS IN THE HIGH SCHOOLS OF
SELECTED SYSTEMS IN TENNESSEE FROM 1938+1939 THROUGH 1947-1948

It is becoming evident that more than four years of college or
university study are needed far the camplste preparation of teachers for
secondary cchools."

It should be of intersst for the purpose of making a camparisan
betwesn the level of preparation of new teachers in Tennessee from 1938
39 through 1947~L8 in the aity system high schoole and the level of
preparation of new teachers in the United States in 1930-31 in the eity
eystem high schools,:

Qualifications of New Appointed T
in 1930-31 in Cities of Over 2

Professional Training Righ School Teachers
Less than 1 year 0.1%

1 year 0.0

2 years 0.9

3 yoars 0.9

L years 9h.6

5 years 3.k

6 years 0.1
This chapter is for the purpose of disclosing the trends in the

lgar1 R, ass, Organisation and Administration of Secondar
Schools (New York:s Oimn % hm, 19327, p. 56,

2pescarch Bulletin of the National Bducation Assosiation, Vol. X,
No. ), Jamuary 1932, p.
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level of preparaticn of new teachers in the high schools of selected
county and city systeme and making comparisons between the systems and
sises of schools,

Trends in the level of Preparation of New Teachers in
Selscted County and City System High Schools

Table XI, page 72, presents the mean and median years of prepara-
tion of new .toachersl in county and city systems and in certain sigze high
schools of these systems. The median preparation of new teachers for all
size and system high schools was L years for every year of the period
with the cne exception in 1947-L8 when the median for the city system was
5 years of college preparationm,

The table shows that the mean preparation of new county system
high school teachers was 3.97 years in 1938-39 and 3.71 years in 19L7-LB,
a decline of 0.26 years and a deorease of 6.5 per cent in mean prepars-
tion. The mean rose the first three years of the period reaching a
peak of 4,08 years in 1941-42, The lowest level was 3.1.9 years in 19hl~
4S. For the whole period the mean of means was ).85 years of prepara-
tion. The trend in mean preperation is graphically shown in Figure 17,
page 73.

During the period under study, the trend of the mean preparation
of city system new teachers was slightly downward, A low of 3.57 years
was evidenced in 19l3-4k and a high of 4,28 years was reached in 19Lk6-L7.
The mean of means for the period was 3,98 years.

The levels of mean preparation became more meaningful with an
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Figure 17. Trends in Mean Years of Preparation of New Teachers
in High Schools of Selected County and City Systems"
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examination of the tremds in per cent of new teachers with variocus levels
of training. Table XXIV, Appendix O, page 111, shows the number and per-
mo of new teachers by levels of preparation in high achools of
selected county and city gystems. In the first year of the period in
county system high schools; 97.2 per cent of the new teachers had four
or more years of college preparation, while at the end anly 82.2 per
gent had this amount of training, a declins of 15.h per cent. A high
of 100 per cent was reached in 19l0-ll and & low 'of 70.3 per cent was
evidenced in 194h=4S. These tremds are shown in Pigure 18, page 75,

New teachers with less than faur years of collsge training increased
from 2.8 per cent in 1938439 to 17.8 per cent in 1947-UB, which wss an
inorease of 53.6 over 1938~39. In 19l0-kl no new teachers were employed
with less than four years of college training while in 19L4eLS 29.7

per cent of all new teachers employed had less than four yesrs of college
treining.

Table XXIII, Appendix G, pege 110, shows the pumber and percentage
of new teachers by levels of preperation, in nine~or-more~teacher high
schools of ¢ity systems. In the ¢ity system high schools, the per cent
of new teachers with four or more years of college training was 100
per cent in 1938-39, 1939=l0, 19l1~k2, 191243, and 19l6~47. The low
for the period was 85,7 per cent in 19Ll~LS and the period ended with
92.3 per oant, 7.7 per cent lower than the initial year of the period,
This resulted in an inorease in new teachers with less than four years
from O per gent to 7.7 per cent.



= .

Per cent
106

\A
At

90

55

50

Lo

354

1738 1937 1940 1vld 19%2 1943 19h) 1945 1,46 1:47
193% 1540 1941 1942 1943 19hh 194t 1916 1047 1948

Figure 18. Trends in Percentage of New Teachers with Four or More
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and City Systems



Trends in the level of Preparation of New Teachers in
Certain Sise Schools of Selected County Systems

Table X1, page 72, shows the mean and median years of preparation
of new teachers in certain sise h.igh schools of selected county systems,
The highest level of preparation of new teachers was found in the eighte
w;lummhsr schools. In 1936-39 the mean level of preparation of new
teachers in the eight~or-less~teaaher high schools of county systems was
hs06 years, and by 1947-U48 it had dropped to 3.63 years which was a
decline of 35.2 per cent in 1«01 of preparation. The highest level was
reached in 1959»1;0 at ho1l years, while the low was 3,L1 years in 19kiw
1S, The mean of means was 3,88 years of college trainming. rablo I,
Appendix G, page 108, shows the mumber and percentage of new teachers by
levels of preparation in eight-ar-less~teacher high schools of coumty
eystems, The number of new teachsrs with four or more years of pre-
paration declined from 100 per cent in 193839 to 80,0 per cent in 1947~
18, and in 19Lhh-iS only 70.6 per cent had such preparation. New teachers
with less than four years of college preparation incressed from O per
oent to 20 per cent with a high of 29.& per cent in 19khelS. |

In the nine-ar-acre~teacher high schools of selected county
systems the mean preparation was 3.78 years at the begimning of the
period and 3,77 years at the end of the period, a decline of 0.0l ysars
which was a decrease of 0.} per cemt. The higheet level was reached in
1910=l1 with L.17 years, while the low was 3.k3 years in 19l6=k?7. The
mean of means for the period was 3,83 years, Table XXII, Appendix G,
pege 103 shows the nmumber and percentage of new teachers by levels of
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preparation in ninsecr-more-teacher high schools of county eystams., The
per ocent of new teachers with four or more years of preparation declined
from 91.) per cent in 1938+39 to 83.7 per cent in 1947-18, This was a
decrease in level of preparation of 8.3 per cent, There wes a high of
100 per cent reached in 19LO=L1 and a low of 70.0 per cent in 19hh=L5.
The per cent of new teachers with less than four years of prepsration in-
creased from 8,7 per cent in 1938-39 to 16.3 per cent in 1947=kB8, an in-
crease of 87.L per cent in level of preparaticn. A high of 30,0 per cent
was enployed in 19hh-L5 while no new tescher with less than four years of
preparation was employed in 19i0-ll. These trends in the nine-ar~aame-
teacher high schools of county systems by sizes of schools are showmn in
Table XI, page 72, Figure 19, page 78, Figure 20, page 79, and Figure 21,
page 80.

Analysis of Trends

The trend in the level of preparation of new teachers in the
eight-oreless=teacher county system high schools has besen downward. The
decline in mean preparation amounted to 10.6 per cent., At the beginning
of the period, no new teacher had less than four years of college traine-
ing, but at the end of the peried, one in five had less than four yeara
of sush training.

The trend in the level of prepsration of new teachers in the
nime—or~aare-teacher county system high schools follows the same pettern
at a elightly higher level. The decline in mean preparation was 0.3 per
ecent. While in 1938-39 one in twelve new teachers did not have a college
degree, in 1947-48 sbout one in six did not have this degrees.
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Although the decline in mean preparation in the amall coumty
system high schools was 10.6 per cent and anly a 0.3 per cent dscline
in the large schools the mean preparation in the emaller schools was
greater than that of the larger schools. In six of the ten years new
teachers with more training were secured for the larger schools, how=
ever, tbhere is not substantial evidence to prove that as the supply of
better trained new teachers became scarce, the larger schools were given
preference, Although the mean preparation of new teachers declined in
all county high schools, the drop was thirty-five times as great in the
sualler schools as eompared with the larger. At the end of the peried,
the smaller schools had slightly more new teachers without four years
of colléege training in proportion to the larger schools. In the smaller
schocls there was one in five and in the larger schoole there was one
in six without such traiming, At the end of the period the smaller
schools had three times more new teachers with five ar more years of
eollege training than the larger schools.

The mean preparation of new teschers in ell county high schools
declined 6.5 per cent duping the ten-year period under consideration,
The mean preparation of now teachers in oity mtcn high schools declined
by even a larger per cent, 8.3 In 1938-39 the county system high
schools had ninety-seven in one hundred with four or mare years of
college training. By 194748 this wumber had changed to sighty-two.

In 193839 no new teachers in city system high schools had less
then four years of college training, while in 1947-L8 only eight in one
hundred hed less than four years of college work, In the same period
new teachers with five ysars of college training increased from eleven in
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ooe hundred to ninety-two in one hundred, This indicates that the eity
system high schools were able to place new teachers with a higher level
of preparation than the county system high schools,

Summary

There was only a slight difference in the level of preparation
of new teachers placed in certain sise high schools of county systems,
The lowest level of preparation of new teachers was in the large nine-
ar-more~teagcher schools of county systems, for the entire period. For
four different ysars of the period new teachers with the highest level’
of preparation in county systems were found in the small eight-cr-less-
teacher schools. The decline in mean preparation of new teachers over
the period ranged from 10.6 per cent in the smaller high schools to 0.3
per cent in the larger high scheols,

The general trend in level of preparation in county system high
schools was downward end amounted to 6.5 per cent. The mean preparstion
of new teachers in city system high schools started at a higher level
than county syetes schools. The gensral trend in level of preparation
of new teachers in city eystem high schools was downward, amounting to
8.3 per cent which was a greater decline than in the county system high
schools.

The level of preparation of new high school teachers in both
county and ¢ity systems was higher than the level of preparation of new
teachers in elementary schools of these systeas,

There was a decline in the level of preparation of new high school
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teachers in both sounty and city systems; a decline in the level of pre-
parstion of new elementary teachers in county systems but an 'm.m
in leVel of preparation of new elspantary teaschers in city systems.



CHAPTER VI
CONCLUSIONS AMD IMPLICATYONS

Tt is generally believed that a highesy level of preparstion of new
teachers contributes to their compsteace snd thus brings about more
equality of educational oppartunity, It was the purpose of this study
to detamins and study the plagement of new teachers and the trends in the
level of preparation of new teachers plased in different classifications
of white public schools of Teunessee from 1938-39 through 1947-L8.

Conglusions

I. In the begianing of the study the hypothesis was made that there
hag been an incresass in the percentage of new teachers, without previous
experiengs, placed in the white public sahools of Tennessee for the peried
1938-39 through 1947.48. PFrom the findings of this study there is sub-
stamtial evidence to support this kypothesis in that there has definitely

been an increase in the percentage of new teachars,
=S A, The following conditions were evident in the first year of

the - studied;
1. 7There was a greater percentage of new teachers placed
in county system elementary schoals than in gily system elamantsry schools,
2., There was a greater percentage of new teachers placed
in county gywtes high schools than in city system high schools.
: 3. In the county system elementary schools there was &
grestar percentags of new teschers placed in the one-teacher schools
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followed Yy the two-teacher schools, four~tirough-eight-tescher schools,
three-teacher schools, and nins—oremore-teacher schodls in order of de-
gressing percentages.

ke In the city system elementary schools there was a
grester percentage of new teachers placed in the nine.or-more-teasher
schools than in the sight-or-less-teachsr schoals.

S. Of the county system high schools thers was a greater
percentage of new teachers placed in the sight-cr-less—teacher echools
than in the nipe-or-more~teacher schools.

B. The following trends were visuslised during the peried
under studys " {
1. The percentage of new teachers placed in the publie
schools of Tennepses increased over the ten-yemr period.

2. The new teachers in county system elementary schoals,
oity aystem ¢lemantary sclools, and city system high schools increased in
peroentages from 1938-39 through 1947-b8 while new teachers in county
system high schools decreassd in percantage,

3. The percentage of new teachers increased in all sise
‘county systeam elementary schools with the greatest inoresse in one.
toacher schools,

L. The percentage of new teachers in the Mﬂk
teacher schools of sity system slemsntary schoals decreagsed while those
new teachers in the nine-or-more<teacher schools of city system elementary
schools increased in percentags,

S. The percentage of new teachars in the eight-gr-less-

teacher schools of county system high schools degreased while those new
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teschers in the nine-or-more~teacher schoals increased in percentage.
I, mmwwmmwmmnmnm
level ot prwum of new tum, wxﬁ\w& previcus upcrhm, placed
nmmumm-«mmmumdmmdmvmwm
1938.39 through 19L7-i8. It was spparent from the findings of this study
that thie hypothesis was proven to be true.
A. The following conditions were evident in the firet year of
the period studied,

1. The new teachers placed in the lsrger elementary
schools of cownty systems had a higher level of preparstion than new
teschers placed in the smaller schools of the same type and system.

T. The new teachers plased in the saller eleuwsntary
schools of oity systems had a higher level of preparation than new
teschers placed in the larger schools of the sams type and systea,

3. The new teachers placed in the schools of city
systems had s higher leval of prepsration than new teachera placed in
aompargble type schools of county systems.

he The new teschers placed in high schocls had & higher
level of preparation than new teachsrs placed in the elemsntary schools,

S« MNore new teachers with two years of callege prepara-
tion were placed in the public schosls than amy other level of preparation.

‘6. The new teschsrs placed in the larger high schools of
county eystems had a lower level of preperstion than new teachers placed
in the smaller schoals of the same type and system.,

Bs The fallowing trends were visualised dwring the period
under study:
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1, The level of preparation of new teachers in county
‘gysten elementary schoole did not decrease in exact order according to
the sise of school, The greatest decrease, however, was in the one-teacher
‘'schodl.s but there was a greater decrease in the fouwr-through-eight~teacher
schoals than there was in the three-teacher schocla, The least decreass
was found in the nine~or-more~teacher schools.

2, The level of preparation of new teachers in the eight-
- or-less~teacher schools of city systen elementary echools decreased while
the level of preparation of new teachers in the nine-or-more-teacher
schools increased for the period.

3. The level of preparation of new teachsrs in the county
gystem high schools decreseed in order according to the sise of school
with the greatest decrease occwrring in the eight-cr.less-teacher schools.

4. The level of preparation of new teachers in the city
syster high schools decreased during the period,

It is th concluded that new teachers in larger elemastgry
schoals of county systems have had a higher level of presparation than new
teachers in smaller schools, and that the differences in this level have
been increased during the period emcept for the level of preparation between
threes~teacher and fow-tlroughwsight-teacher schools where it has decreased,
The fact that the smaller schools in city elementary systeas had a higher
level of preparation of new teachers throughout the period suggests that
the factors which influence placement of new teachers are not =o closely
related to the size of school in city systems as in county systems,

New teachers in city schocls have had a higher level of preparatica
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than new teachers in the same type of schools in county systems, These

differences have increased for the elementary school aystems but they
have decreased for the high school systems,

New teachers in high schoals have had a higher level of prepars~
tion than new teachers in elemsntary schools.

There seems to be general agreement among educational leaders that
beginning teachers should have at least four years of college preparation.
How did the new teachers in Tennsssee meet this criterion for the ten-
year period?

Teble XX, Appendix B, page 106, shows the number and percentage of
new teachers by levels of preparation in elementary schoale of selected
county and city systems. Table XX1IV, Appendix C, page 111, shows the
number and percentage of new teachers by levels of preparatiom in high
schoals of aale_ctod county and city systems. Ninety-five per cent of the
new teachers in city aystem high schools had four or more years of college
training. Eighty-nine per cent of the new teachers in coumty aystea high
schools were college graduates. Seveanty-five per cent of the new teachers
in city system elementary schools had the neceesary training but only
sixteen per cent of new teachers in county system elementary schodls had
four or more years of college preparation.

It is apparent in this study that city system echools needed to
employ fewer new teachers and their level of training was higher than new
teachers in county systems. Aleo, the new teachers employed in high
schools were better trained than new teachers employed in elementary
schools of both county and city aystems. One explanation of this is the
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higher certification requiremsnts for high schocl teachers.

It i9 Ourther apparent that in county elementary schools the level
of training of new teachers is directly proportional to the sise of the
schodl and inversely proportionsl to the mumber of new teachers employed.
In other wards, the larger schools as compared with the smaller schoals
needed propartionally fewer teachers and were able to saploy better trained
teachers. The schocls 'Ihieh had relatively poorly trained staffs at the
begimning of the period employed less well qualifisd personns)l, and those
schoals with relatively better trained personnal employed nearly as well
or bettar trained teachers.

Again the writer wishes to emphasise the fact that the percestage
of new teachers has increased in the public schocls of Tennssess betwsen
1938-39 and 1947-48 and that the trend in the level of preparation of
thess new teachers has been downeard,

Implications

This study has concerned itself with the percentags of new teachers
in the public schools of Teanssses and the lewvel ef oollege preparation
of those new teachers., Findings of the investigation show that there has
been an incresse in the parventage of new teachers and that the trend in
the level of cellege preparstion of those new teachsrs has been downward.
Such a study would 1ibely be of greater importanse if some consideration
wore givea to implications of such findings for educational improvensat,
An sttempt 15 made to point out such implications.
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The findings of this study further point up the weaknesses of
Tennessee's certification regulations.  Under preseant requirements high
schools will continue to have better trained teschers then elementary
schools. Orenting that there are weaknesses in Tennessee's certifica-
tion regulations, it seems that a greater responsibility of selecting
competent personnel for the public schools of Tennessee falls upon the
shoulders of the employing authorities. Whether it was the principal,
superintendent, or local board of education who placed new teachers in
the public sochools, they should be more aware of ths importance of se-
lecting those new teachers with the highest level of college prepara-
tion. They should also realise the importance of the elementary schools,
and they should attempt to prevent too great a concentration of new
teachers in these schools, especidlly in the smaller elexentary schools.

Fram this study the need for numerous periods of orientation for
new teachers in Tennessee is mors clearly realised for the purpose of
acquainting them with the sound educationsl practices. in intensive
in-service training iwogrm is, no doubt, of great need in Tennessee due
to the increasing percentage of new teachers and a decrease in their
level of college preparation,

With the present status of new teachers in Temnessee the need is
realised for an extensive program of supervision, Since 1947-46 the
State of Tennessee has realised the impartance of supervision to the
extent that provisions have been made to provide county supervisors as a
part of ite ninimum educational program, Thege supervisors are in a very
responsible position to aid and assist these many new teachers in promoting
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A more functions) instructionsl program,

The consistent placement of posrly trained new tegchers in the
smaller schocls shows a and for a thorough atw g‘r pou!bu consolida~
tion or other precautions if Tennessee is to pmﬁn quﬁ}.f.y of educe~
ticnal oppertunity. |

This study suggests that improvemsnt should be made in the security
of teachers in the county systems. Flass should be made which would svoid
their becoming victims of the politicsl axe which is so prevalent in many
counties, | -

The nsed arises for the task of melling the publis on the idea that o’
it 1s important to have teschers with a high level of cellege preparstion
if Tennessee is going to sxercise the principle of equality of education-
sl opportunity. The develepment of this concept on the part of the lay
nexbers of s commmity shouwld be encouraged to the extent that they will
develop greater interest in their schools by demanding that their schools
be staffed with competent perwonnal with a highar lewvel of cdllege prepsra~
tiom,

An effort should bs mades im encowraging prospective teachers to
extend their professionsl preparation to the utmost in arder that they may
be adtle to do a more thorough job in the educational field. This might
incdlude extension work in child psyoholegy, curriculus, methods, and
needed subject mstier aress.

While this study was confined to the politieal boundaries of
Tennessee the writer does not wish to leave the impression that it is of
tmpertanse only to that State. Other states, whoss new teacher status
may be of a similar nature, may profit from an examination of the findings
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of this study as to what was found to be true in Temesses. Other
states are enoouraged to conduct similar studies in order to determine
their particular status in relation to percentage of new teachers and
the level of preparation of those new teachers.
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APPENDIX A

NUMBER AKD PERCENTAGE OF NRW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN THE SELECTED WHITE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF TENNESSEE



TABLE XII

NUMBER AND PERCERTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN THE SELECTED WHITE PUHLIC SCHOCLS OF TENNESSER

—
Total Less
Rew Five Per For Per Tiree Per Two Per One Per H.S. Per than Per
Year Teschsrs Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Year Cent Grad, Cent H.S. Cent

e

0.3

1938-39 327 6 1.8 10 k2.8 27 8.3 111 43.1 10 3.1 2 1
1939-46 345 9 2.6 159 L6 32 9.h 138 ko0 b 1.2 3 0.9

19h0-d1 324 9 2.8 152 L6.9 3 13.3 112 346 & 1.2 3 0.9 1 0.3
1gla-k2 399 13 3.3 156 391 b6 1.5 160 L4oa 15 3.8 8 2.0 1 0.3
19h2-43 i 7 1.5 165 349 7 7.8 1@ a4 39 8.2 113 23,9 11 2.3
1943-0l 423 3 0.7 719 18.7 32 7.6 59 13.9 28 6.6 209 k9. 13 3.1
1okl 322 -5 22 T 2.1 9 2.8 bk 13.7 23 7.1 157 k8.8 9 2.8
L5466 3IN 7 1.9 T 2.3 1 3.0 5 13.7 2 5.9 187 So.h 1k 3.8
19h6-47 LS8 10 2.2 9 20,7 12 26 4y 9.6 8 10,5 218 k7.6 N 6.8
1oh7-48 425 17 4,0 120 28.2 18 42 65 15.3 39 9.2 2 33k 2 5.6
Summerys:

1938-39

through

19h7-LB 3867 88 2.3 128 31.5 267 6.9 95 23.T 232 6.0 1042 26,9 105 2,7
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APPERDIX B

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN CERTAIN SIZE ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF COUNTY AKD CITY SYSTEMS



TARLE XIIX

NUMBFR AND PERCENTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN ONE-TEACHER ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF COUNTY SYSTEMS .

i

e
SN T A LT

ﬁl

I

Five Per Fowr Per Tiree Per Two Per One Per H.S, "Per than Per

Yoar = Total Years Cent Years Cant Years Cent Yomrs Cent Year Cent Grad. Cemt H.5., Cent -
1938-3%9 SO L 8.0 7 o 3¥ TR0 3 6.0

193940 56 5 8.9 6 w07 B 7.2 1 18 3 S.h

wodd la 1 2h 6 1kS 32 T80 1 2.4 1 2.k

19h2-43 83 8 9.6 2 2 16 193 1 133 W 9y .5 6.0
19h3-bh 92 2 2.2 6 6.5 5 5.5 7 8k S 5.4
19hh-b5 73 1 1.4 s 68 3 ka 57 781 7 9.6
1I9h5-6 A ; 131 1 13 8o 87.9 9 9.9
19h6-47 68 3 3k 6 6.8 67 761 12 1.6
978 75 1 1.3 2 2.7 & 3 7 9.3 54 72.0 17 9.3

FI




TABRLE XIV

NUMBER AND PERCERTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
I¥ TWO-TEACHFR FLEMENTARY SCHOOQLS OF COUNTY SYSTEMS

S T——— p— e
: Less

Five Par Fowr Per Three Per Iwo Per ne Per H.,S., Per then Per

Ye=r Total !ar_n Cent Years Cent Years Cent Yesrs Cent Year Cent Grad. Cent H.8, Cent

1938-39 80 13 163 9 1u.3 52 650 5 6.2 1 1.2
1939-40 50 5 10,0 B8 16,0 36 T72.0 ‘1 2.0

19403 57 10 175 11 193 36 63.2

19h3-h2 69 8 1.6 9 13.0 50 728 2 2.9

1942-43 90 9 10,0 2 2.2 25 278 7T 7.8 WK MWTI S 5.8
19i3-l4ks 10k L 3.8 19 183 11 106 65 62.5 S 4.8
19Lh-ks 63 7 1.6 9 W3 5 7.9 ¥ 73.0 2 3.2
1945-6 82 2 2.k 1 1.2 7 8.5 7 8.5 60 73.2 85 64
1946-47 105 2 1.9 1 1.0 2 1.9 33 12k ¥ 72,8 11 10.5
1947-48 70 1 ik 13

18.6 10 1k3 37 528 9 12.9




TABLE XV

NUMPER AND PERCENTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS EY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN THREE-TEACHER FLEMENTARY SCHDCLS OF COUNTY SYSTEMS

Less
Five Per FPor Per Three Par Two Per One Per H.S. Per than Per

Yeers Total Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Year Cent Crad. Cent H.8., Cent
1938-39 20 L 2.0 1 5.0 15 75.0
1939-40 25 7 2.0 1 hao 16 64.0 Y1 L,o0
1940-13 22 5 2.7 2 9.1 15 68.2
19la-42 33 7T 2.2 5 152 20 60.6 1 3.0
19h2-43 k9 12 24,5 7 1h3 16 32,7 6 12,2 7 3 1 2.0
1943-4Y L6 3 6.5 3 6.5 6 13.0 3 6.5 29 63.0 2 .3
194h-h5 22 2 $.1 1 ka8 S 22,7 2 931 12 5k
194545 36 1 2.8 10 27.8 6 16.7 19 %.8
1946-47 35 1 2.9 s 4.3 3 8.6 22 62.9 ¥ 1n.b
194748 26 1 19.2 S 1%9.2 3 115 1 2.3 2 1.7

il
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TAELE XVI

NUMBER AMD PFRCENTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN FOUR-THROUGH=EIGHT-TEACHER FLEMBNTARY SCHOOLS OF COURTY SYSTEMS

Pive Per Four Per Tixee Per Two Per One Per H.8., Per than Per
Yomr Total Years Cent Years Cent !nncmb!eeucm Immmm&s.m

1S.6

1538-39 ST 2 ka s 8.8 26 T 1.8 1 1.8

1933-l0 &6 27 40 1T 267 27 WO 1 1.5

19142 96 3 375 12 12,8 W@ Ky 6 6.3 1 1.0

194243 9k 1 11 a4 2.3 ¢ 9.6 32 340 10 10.6 24 22.3

19L3-4hk 70 9 12.9 T 10,0 15 2.k 6 8.6 33 h7.1

194h-45 53 p 4 19 10 189 3 ST 9 17.0 L 7.5 26 kWa

1945-16 46 1 2.2 % 196 L 8.7 11 23,9 1 2.2 20 k3.S

1946-L7 4 10 13.0 i 18.2 15 19.5 36 Ls8 2 26
9768 79 1 1.3 12 1S.2 6 7.6 20 253 10 12,7 2 A6 5 63
- - — 3

201



TAELE XVII

m m PERCEETAGE OF N°W TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION IN

M

i Less
Five Per Pour Per Three Per Two Per 'One Per Per than Per
Year Total Tears Cent Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Year Cent Grad. Cenmt H,3. Cent

5 '21- 7

B 15

é 6

8 9

12 10

12 7

9

2 1

ls 10

4 15

fot
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TABLE XIX

NUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION

IN-NIRE~CR-MORE-TEACHFR ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF CITY SYSTEMS

el

s
-

s i

Less

Five Per Fowr Per Tihree Per Two Per One Per H.S, Per than Per
Years  Total Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Year Cent Grad. Cent H.S5. Cent
1938-39 15 10 66.7 5 33.3
1939-40 2 20 83.3 1 h.2 3 125 ,
1940-41 2s 2 8.0 19 76.0 3 12.0 p L.0
191342 20 1 S0 16 86,0 .2 10,0 1 5.0
194243 25 19 76,0 2 8.0 1 40 2 8.0 1 h.0
1943-lks 1n T 63.6 1 91 2 18.2 1 9.1
19k4-1is 23 b 3 4.3 1k 60,9 1l k.3 1 k.3 1 k.3 S a.7
194546 15 1 6.7 6 10.0 5 33.3 2 133 1 6.7
19k6-47 19 1 5.3 9 474 k 22,0 4 210 1 53
1947-48 23 - L3 19 82.6 3 13,0

S0



WOMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NFW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION

DN ELEMENTARY SCHOOLS OF SELECTED COUNTY AND CITY SYSTEMS
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NUMBER AND PERCENTACE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN CERTAIN SIZE HIGH SCHOOLS OF COUNTY ARD CITY SYSTEMS



TABRLE IXI

IN EIGRT-OR-LESS-TEACHER HIDH SCHOOLS OF COUNTY SISTEMS
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TABRLE XXIX

BUMBER AND PERCENTAGE OF NBW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
TN NINE-CR-MORE-TEACHER HIGH SCHOOLS OF COUNTY SYSTEMS

|
|

; Lesa
Five Per Fouwr Per Three Per Two Per One Per H,S. Per than Per
Year Total Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Year Cent Orad. Cent H.S., Cent
1938-39 23 2 8.7 19 826 1 k3 1t b3
193940 36 L 131 N 861 1 2.8
19L0-I1 23 L 17,k 19 82,6
191342 28 5 17.8 22 78.6 1 3.6
1942-43 38 3 7.9 33 8.8 1 2.6 1 2.6
19h3-hh 25 2 8.0 18 72,0 1 4 3 12,0 1l | )
19hls-ks 20 3 150 1 5.0 3 150 1 S0 1 5.0 1 5.0
1948-Ls 23 2 8.7 171 7139 2 8.7 2 8.7
194647 35 1 2.9 2 NnAL 2 .7 S 1k.3 1 2.9 1 29
1947-h8 h3 1 2.3 3» @&k 4 9.3 2 7 1 2.3
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TABLE XXIIX

NUMBER AND PERCENTACE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN NINE~-OR-MORE~-TEACHER HIOH SCHOOLS OF CITY SYSTEMS

s

Five Per Powr Per Three Per Two Per One Per H,8, Per than Per
Total Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Years Cent Year Cent Grad, Cent H.S. Cent

9 1 13 8 8.9

8 1 1258 1 915

9 1 1x 7 77.8 1 1a
10 2 2.0 8 80,0

1 11 100.0

7 1 1,3 5 7.k 1 1k.3
¥ 1 8.3 10 83.3 1 8.3 :
1 2 184 8 727 1 9.1

18 S 27,8 13 72,2

13 12

92,3 1 7.7
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TARLE XXIV

NUMBFR AND PERCEBTAGE OF NEW TEACHERS BY LEVELS OF PREPARATION
IN RICH SCHOOLS OF SELECTED COUNTY AND CITY SISTEMS

ci stems
For wm B Four or H;;;gm-,m.a o
- Collsge —Years of m‘aﬁca College
e m
Yor = Por !E" Per %
tht ko v M ko M Tﬂm “o G'ﬂt “o m Ho. cm
9.2 1 1 1 1.4 9 9  100.0 ‘
; 16”6.3 b S 1.h -8 : g 100.0 R

5 9 88.9 1 1.1
9.4 3  bb 10 10 100.0 '
92.8 § 6.0 1 1.2 1 11 100,0
.7 9 1192 1 21  { 6 85.7 p S 798 |
70.3 10 27.0 1} 2.7 12 1 a. 1 193
78.8 12 18.2 2 3.0 18 18 100.0
82.2 13 17.8 13 12 92.3 1 Te7
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