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PREFACE

This study is an attempt to evaluate the role played by topography
in the results of the campaign in Vest and Yiddle Temnessee during the
Tirst year of the War Between the States. In mid-nineteenth century
America, roads were poor and communication was extremely slow. The use
of the telegrash was not yet widespread; mountains and rivers still
presented formidable barri.rs to travel, .nd tle chief wmeans of movew
@ent for troops was by railroad, steamboat, horseback, and on foot.

As the main source for primsry materials for this thesis I have

relied on the War of the Rebellion, A Compilation of the Official

Records of the Union and Confederate Armies. The Atlas which accomnanies

these recerds has also been invaluable for naterial relating to troop
novenents and positions as well as for use as a source for portions of
the maps included in this projecte

It is hoped that the mass will aid the reader in understanding

1e tozography of the localities with which the study is concerned,
The maps are not drawn to scale but are used to show troop movements in
respect to prominent relief features and political boundaries.

I am deeply indebited to Doctor Stanley J. Folmsbee of the Univer—
sity of Tennessee History lepartment, who sagiested the subject of this
thesis and provided insjyiration and guidance cduring its preparation, I
would also like to express ny appreciation to boctor Ralph W, Haskins
and Doctor H. C. Amick, whose painstaking examination and helpful

comments have contributed gre:tly to the study.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

The attack on Fort Sumter in comnection with the secession of the
various states which comprised the Confederacy, began the gigantie
struggle which was to last four years and claim the lives of thousands
of Americans. The great experiment in democracy was threatened by the
dissension of a part of the Union's member states. ¥hen armed conflict
appeared imminent, the Confederacy claimed it would fight only if federal
troops threatensd her territory., Imnediately, it became evident that
the North would not see the Union dissolved without a strugrle; the hope
of some pecple for peaceful secession was only wishful thinking. The
calls to arms were issued by and for Federals and Confederates alike,
Those calls were answered by "Johnny Rebs” and "Billy Yanks®™ in great
rumbers. The Confederate States of America organized their military
forces as best they could, with many valiant men resigning positions in
the United States Army to fight in the interest of their homes and
states., The Union Army, while already organized and po#sessing a wealth
of of the tradition of wictory, was certainly in no condition to oppose
as formidable a foe as its southern counterpart later came to be. Thus,
great preparations were made by both sides in the months immediately
following the organization of the provisional government of the Confederate
States of America in February, 1861,

The Confederacy was faced with the defense of a frontier which
stretched from the Atlantic Ocean to the western extremes of Arkansas.

This srovided for a defense line upwards of 1200 miles long. In order to
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subdue the rebellion, the Union forces were in turn faced with the necesw
sity of breaking the Confederate defense line and invading the South. For
both sides, there was also the difficulty involved of crossing the border
states of lMaryland, Delaware, Kentuclgr, and Hissouri. These states were
in nary ways friendly to the Confederate cause but refused to secede from
the DOnion, even thwough tradition and economy linked them to the seceded
states. They lay like a wide belt of "no nman's land® betweon the two
gladiatars, To add to this involved situation, the Confederacy was divided
into three separate parts by two outstanding topographic features. The
more formidable of these was the Blue kKidge Mountains which in that day
defied effective commnications and divided the South distinctly into
east and west. later it might be said, with some truth, that there were
in many respects two separate wars in progress in the South at the same
time. Furthermore, the west was again divided btut by a somewhat less
formidable barrier, the Mississippi River. The northern border of the
Confederacy was not clearly established for several months after the pro-
visional government was organized. This was soon remedied in the east
by the secession of Virginia, which in turn provided the Potomac River
as a natural and clearly defined boundary, but until &y, 1861, when .
Arkansas seceded and Tenressee formed a military league with the Confed-
eracy, the northern boundaries of Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, and
Georgia formed the extent of the Confederacy.

The fact that Kentucky and Missouri did not join the Confederacy
caused the loss of such a natural boundary as the Chio and Upper
Hississippl Rivers. As the war progressed it became more and nmore

apparent that the Confederacy's weakest point was its left flank, and



the eventual downfall of the Confederacy was the turning of that flank.

Credit for selecting for attack that valnerable portion of the
Confederate line is usually given to CGeneral Winfield Scott. At the
beginning of the war he was the most experienced officer in the Union
rankgs. Although he was advanced in age and was later replaced, he cone
ceived the idea of a Federal occupation of the entire Mississippi
Valley bty force thereby splitling the Confederacy in half,l After
accomplishing this, he plammed to halt and wait for Union sentiment in
the South to force that government to sue for peace, This was known
as the Anaconda plan, ¥hile it was never followed as planned, it pro-
vided the basis for the overall Federal strategy in the west, 2

The topography of the states of Xentucky and Tennessee are similaxr
in many ways. Both present a wide varlety of surface features and are
long and comparatively narrow from east to west, The Appalachian lloun-
tains form the eastern extent and highest elevations of both. To the
west of these mountains the lower ridges and foothills are in evidence.
These serve to isolate East Tennessee somewhat, and at the time of the
Civil War presented a formidable barrier to commnication. These lower
ranges, the Cumberland Mountain Range or Plateau as it is often called,

are traversed by high and narrow passes in the vicinity of the East

ljfar of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the Official Records
of the Union and Confederate Armies, 70 VolS. (Washingtoni CGovermment
Printing GiTice, 1800=~150L,), series I, Vol. 51, 369-370. Cited here-
after as Qfficial Records,

27, Harry Williams, Lincoln and His Cenerals (New York: IKnopf,
1952), 16~18.
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Tennessee and Xentucky state line, TWest of this thers is & somewhat
lower plateau remnant, the Highland Rim, which completely encircles the
ich Nashville Basin in Tennessee., This basin is a fertile agriculiure
al region and forms the hinter-~land for Nashville, Tennessee, It is
traversed from east to west by the Cumberland River, To the north in
Kentucky the surface is rolling and undulating in the now famous blue
grass area, as it slopes northward toward ihe Chio liver. The Tennessee
liiver follows 1ts narrow valley northward, crossing both Tenressee and
Kentucky on its western course to lhe Ohio, On elther side of its
narrow {lood plain, the terrain breaks away rather abrupily, on the
eact toward ithe Western Highland Lin and on the west toward ‘he nearby
Divide of VWest Termnsssee which separates the drainage to the Tennessee
from that te the Mississippi. The area olong these banks 1s somewhab
rugzed and covered with scrub growthe. Vest of the Divide is the Slope
of West Temnessee, part of the ulf Coastal Plain., %This covers almost
all of Best Tennessee and Western XKentucky. It is either gently rolling
or hilly in most placess Thie area is the most level land in Tennsssee
and has always been the center of cotton culture in the state, Here
betweon the Tennessee and lfississippi Hivers secession sentiment was
very strong In Tenressee,

ixamination of a map of the southwcentxral section of the United
States will shiow the ilmportance ef the river systems winich provide easy
transportation from the north, particularly into the states of Kentuclky,
Ternessee, Mlsslssippi, and Alabama, These rivers had been used as a

means of conveyance since the earliest pioneer days in the West. The



era of the steamboat was at its height in the decades preceding the
Civil War, and in 1861, the rivers constituted the majar arteries of
transcortation in their respective states, The Termessee and Cumberland
vere virtual hichways from the Chie into the very heart of Tennessee,
northern Mississipoi, and Alabama, The Mississipri provided a waterway
frem north to south whick complotely bisscted the Confederacy. Thus,
the commanding military positions in the west were on or mear these
rivers, DBoth opposing armiss were gquick to avail themselves of thase
strategic sites, The profeszed neutrality of Kentucky held up the occu=
pation of some of these points for a time; however, as soon as it became
evident that Kentucky was geinpg to remain in the Union, the scramble was on
for choice military positions. Farly in Septeuber, 1861, Federal troops
occupied Louisville and Maysville, Kentucky. They were already estabe
lished at Cairo, Illincis, and soon afterward, Erigadier General Ulysses
S. CGrart, who seught to occupy Columbus, Kentucly, on the Mississippl
River, was thwarted in this plan by the occupation of that place by a
Confederate force under Major Ceneral Jgoridas Polk, Instead, on Sep~
tember li, Grant oceupied Padncah at the mouth of the Temnessee River,
Thus, with the Federals in poscessions of the mouths of the Camberland
and Tennessee Rivers and with an attack imminent, it became necessary
for the Confederates to form a line in preparation for defense 3

On September 10, Albert 3idney Johnston was assigned the command

3stanley ¥. Horn, The Army of Tennessee (New York: Bobbs Merrill,
1941), hLliehSe




of Departrent Humber Two, wi:ich comprised the stales of Tennessee and
Arkansas and, in addition, north Mississip:i and the military oporations
in Kentucky, lMissouri, Kansas, and the Indian country immediately west
of lissouri and Arkansas. Johnston was accorded the rank of General,
highest in the Confederate Army, «nd i1t became his task to prepare the
Confederate line of defense in the ?Iest..h This line fell into a rather
natural order. On his way west from Richmond, Johnston stopped in Knoxe
ville and ordered General Felix K. Zollicoffer, Confederate commander
in Bast Tennessec with a force of some 3000 to LCOO men, to occupy Cume
berland Gap. Upon his arrival in Hashville, Johnston commissioned as
Drigadier General, S. B. Buclmer, who had resigned his post as comnmander
of tne hentucky State guard in order to serve tie Confederacy, sending
hinm to occupy Bowling Green, E’ientucl@r.s Work had already bepun on
Forts Horry and Donelson on the Tenressee and Cumberland Rivers, and as
previously mentioned, the Confederates had occupied Columbus on the
Hississippi fiver,

The belated movement into Kentucky cost the Confederates the
possession of arny natural barrier along which tley might have arrgyed
their deferse., The 6hio Hiver would have provided such a barrier, but
the Federal occupation of Paducah and Louisville on the south bank of
the river uade its use impossible., Thus, Johnston was faced with de

fending a fronticr of more than U400 miles with a poorly equipped army,

lillian Preston Johnston, The Life of Geseral Albert Sidney
Johnston (New York: Apoleton, 15?8’7; 252.

siiom, The Army of Tenmessee, 55.




which never numbered many more than 40,000 nen as opposed to Federal
forces numbering approximately 70,000, His line stretched from Cumbere
land Ford near the Virginia line in eastern Kentucky to Columbus,
Kentucky, on the sast bank of the Mississippi with Bowling CGreen the
center and salient of the line,

Johnston's forces were actually separated into three distinct
armies, Polk held the left flank at Columbus with about 10,000 wen.
With Johnstont's aid, Columbus was soon placed in a pood state of defense.
tarthworls were erected, and Columbus was armed with long range guns in
order to command the Mississippi River. &4s early as lovember, 1861, it
was virtaally an impregnable position and its loss was due only to
evacuation caused Ly the later flaniking movements of the Federal army
on the Cumberland and Tennessee Rivers, Its position was further
strengthened by the construction of river defenses at lsland Mumber Ten,
New fadrid, and Fort Pillow, all on the Mississippi Hiver below Coluime
bus. The center was commanded by Major General William J. Hardee whose
headquarters was at Bowling Green, in the heart of the Kentucky Blue
Grass country of rolling hills and beautiful streans, By Jamary, 1862,
his total force mumbered around 25,000, FPart of these were thrown out
around Manfordville in advance of Bowling Green, In the east Zollicoffer
had approximately 3000 to LOOO men guarding Cumberland Gap and the ime-
portant road junctions in the rugged, mountainous terrain of southeast
Kentucky. There were by this time only skeleton garrisons in the incom=
plete works at Forts ilenry and Donelson under Brigadier Cenerel Lloyd
Tilghman and two or three regiments at Hopkinsville, Kentucky, between

™

Fort Donelson and Bowling Green. Johnston originally had his heade
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grarters at Memphis, but reports of Federal activity in front of Bowling
Green in early October caused him to move to that pla.ce‘.6

Of 211 the Confederate defensive positions ir this line, Columbus
was perhaps the best plammed and execated, It was an earthworl defense
re-enforced with sandba;s and was directed primarily at preventing the
passage of Federal gunboats down the iississippi River., The defernse
conpletely surrounded the town of Columbus, which was the narthemmn terme
ims of the Hobile and Ohio Railroad. It consisted of four redoubls
with most of the gun emplacemonts being in ard on a high bluff just
north of the town. Ravines ard ditches were constructed irto an avatis
of felled trees with a series of connected rifle pits some five and one
hulf feel deep commanding the landward apprcaches to the defenses and
the town. OGuns commnanding the river were situated on the bluff, All
the positicns woth landward and toward the river were placed on favors
able ground along commanding ridges or hilfl.s;,7

This position was further strengthened by the construction of
suoporting defenses below Columbas at Island Number Ten and Yew Kadrid,
Missouri. The island, situated in the bend of a typical Missis-ipni
hiver meender, was fortified and armed with fifteen guns in ihree redoubts,

In addition to this, the Confederates had sunk a boat in the chamnel in

Clbid., 61=62.

7fmr of the Rebellion, A Compilation of the Official Records
of the Union “and Confederate Armies, Atlas, 2 volss (Washingtont
Crovu'nment Printing Office, 1895), I, Plate 5. Cited hereafter as
0. Re Atlas,
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order to obstruct navigation znd constructed a floating batlery of nine
gons Just below the obstruction, Tere werc olso flve redoubls, cone
taining iwenty puns, placed comcandingly on Lhe south benk of the river,
Avout eight miles below Islend Mumber Ten and by the freak of the
meander almest due norilr of it was the tovm of New ladrid, lissouri.
llere, the Confederates constructed z fort containing Tourteen 2L and
32-pounder gurs bearing on the river. There were nire adcitional muns
of the some gize pleced similarly on either side of the fort, These
positione at Island Mumber Ten and Hew kKadrid served as support for the

advanced base at Columbus, and after ihe evaccation of the latter, they

(o}

f211 to the Union forces long after the fall of Forts Herry and Donelson.

Fort Henry on the Tennessee fiver and Fort Donelson on the Cume
berland Ziver wers pre—desipgned as the defense of lashville, one of the
nost strategic Confederate cities.s As it later twrred out, they were
the key 1o the entire Confederate line., This will be deslt wilth more
fully in Chapter 11,

Bowling Ureen, Johnston's headguarters, formed the third impor-
tant point in the Confederate line. It was located at the approxinate
geographical center of the lire and slizhtly forward off ithe other sironge-
holds, 1t was here tuatl the jreatest concentration of Confederate
troops in 1861 in the west was made., The town itself was a valuable
position, being on the railroad from Nashville to Louisville, on the
Green HRiver, and at & junction for roads in the areas In addition, it

wag situated among high hills which provided comnanding postions for

81bid,, Plate 10,
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troops R

(n the right flank in eastern Xentucly, dollicofler had advanced
beyond Cumberland Gap and ociupied a posiiion on it that would protect

both the Jamestown and Jacksboro roads, Before doing this, the moune
tain nass entrances into Tenressee ad been fortified, The right flank
was nevor a staticvnary defense during these early montlis but wavered
back ard forth as the troops wore moved to guard the various roads,
Several sidrmishes were Iougat : the Federal forces under General

Geor;e He Thomas, and the culmination of activity in ihis arca was the

crushing defeat of the Confederates at Logan's (Cross Hoads on Jamary

19, 1362, in which Zolliceffer was killed, After this, the Confederate
defense line was at Cumberland Gap and variocus other mountein ses 10

In addition be these main elements of the Confederate line, there
werc detaclusents at various points across Hentucky. There were two ar
three regiments at Hopkingville and some roving cavalry detachments
stationed at points along the line. Among these cavalry leaders were
two men who later played a great part in the war in the west., These
were John H. Morgen and Hathan Bedford Forrest.ll

Thus, the Confederate line ef defense was set. It was poorly
nanmed by troops who were oftentimes arwed only with their shotguns

or other domestic weapons, It amounted to little more than a long

slddrmish line, Doubtless, & betler line mighit have been formed under

FJohnsten, Life of Johnston, 316-317,

10orn, The Army of Termessee, 66-70.

llib d;’ 6&.;
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11
more favorable circumstances; bumt things being as they were, its love
tion was govermed by conditions which are well explaired by General
Johnston's son and biographer, William Preston Johnston:

In determining his line of cperations, General Johneton
had to congider the geography of the theatre of war, the
political complextion of the pepulation, and the strength and
disposition of these foroes opposed to him, Bach of these
conditions was of such a character as to put him at a disade
vantage .., A8 Golumbus and the Cumverland Mountains had bew
come the extremities of the Confederate line by force of
natural conditions, so Bowling Gresn, lilewise, becane the
salient,.,,Any point in edvance of Bewling Cresn ﬁ#] ungafe}
while Bowling Oreen iteslf, situated on the turmplles, raile
road and river, was a good position for defense....The line
was not all that could be wished; it ran through an unfriend
Yy or lukewarm population, and it was pierced bty two great
rivers (the Tennssseo and Cumberland) shose mouths were in
the poseession of the enemys ut every other lire had equal
or greater disadvanteges. In war, as elsewhsre, we mcia
take things sa we find them, not as we would have them.

During the latter months of 1861 and throughout Jamary, 1862,
each army vastly overestimated the other. Activity was almost en~
tirely of a preparatory nature on beth sides with accelerated re~
cruiting and drilling being common throughout the various camps with
the Federal preparations for advance and the Confedsrate for defense,

12Jchnston, Life of Johnstom, 312-31k.



CHAPTER I
THE PALL OF FORTS HENRY AND DONELSON

Ths portion of the Confederate lixe of defense which became the
oy to that entire line was selected and situated more by zealous
partisans than by caleulating engineers, At thie time Nashville was
the supply depot of the Confederacy in the west. It was the largest
and most important ¢ity in the Confederate west with the sxeeption of
Now Orlsans. It wes also a center for river, railroad, and turupike
traffic and by the end of 1861 was supplying the Confederate Army with
a vast amount of supplies such as percussion caps, sabers, muslkets,
saddles, harness, kmapsacks, uniforms, cannon, and rifled gne, In
addition it became the storage point for food and other supplies, Its
location on the Cumberland River, while helping the city to fleurish
in more peaceful times, made it extremely wvulnerable to attack from
that quarter in time of war.: Immediately after Tenmessee secedsad angd
befare Johnaton's line of defense had even begun to take shape,
Governor Isham G. Hayris of Tennsssee realized the danger of invasion
of the state, as well as the contributions to this danger made Ly the
presence of the Tennessee and Cumberlasnd Rivers as inviting pathways
to the heart of the Soxth, In may he ordered that forts be constructed
on the rivers for the dafense of the state, and comnissicned Gereral
Danisl 5. Donelson, a West Point graduate, to investigate the area and
select the best possible sites for such forts,l

1Hnrn, Army of Tenmessee, 75,
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In this selection of sites, it was necessary to remain within the

1imits of Tennessee because of the professed neutrality of Xentucky,
whiich was not vioclated until Confederate troops were moved into that
state in mid-September: Also, it was desired that the forts be placed
as far downptrean from Hashville as possible in order te provide maxi
mu protections Upon examination of the ares, Genoral Donelsen reported
that a high bluff en ths west bank a mile below Dover in Stewart County
was the best spol on the &mberlam." He also reported that therec was

no good place for & defensive position on the Tennessee within the
1imits of the state and advis=d that a apot Ye occupled several miles
north of the Kenineky state line, He did, however, adopt the site of
the later Fort Henry as the best possible position in Tennessee on order
of Governor Harris, Dover was situated forty miles from the mouth of
the river and seventy-five miles from Nashville, to which it was con-
macted by a roads The site selacted on the Tenmesnses was only abmut
twelve miles almost due west of the proposed sits on the Cumberland.?
The two positions were connscted Ly two z*oads.-"

It iz interesting to notice that there wore soveral good defenw
sive positions along the rivers in Kentucky. In the vieinity of Grand
Rivers, about forty miles below the adopted sites, ths Cumberland and
Tennesses flow to within two or three miles of each other, before
separating toward their mpeuti;ro mouths on the Chlo, A defensive

21bid,, 7576,

30, Rs Atlas, I, Plate 1.
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woric erscted here on favorable terrain, with well planned rifle pits and
outworks, could have comanded both rivers and maintained cxcelient
comminications. However, the reutrality of Fenbtueky could not be viow
lated. "Ihe governing considerations were evidently political, rather
than strategic, and derended more upon geography than tqpo::;ra;:&*gr.“h

The ¢ground on which the fort on the Tenmessee, named fort lenry
in honor of Gustavus A. lenry, Confederate Senater from Tennes:oee, was
bailt was only o few feet higher than the river.; The first site for
the fort was chosen Wiy Adna Anderson, an able and widely known engi-
noers it was selected With specific attention to high water marks.® In
the surveys, Anderson was assisted by W, I, Foster, later General 4. P,
Stewart's chief engineer, ‘They bepan worlk on ¥ay 10, and the site they
selected was juct opposite the mouth of the Big Sandy River, Later,
vhen Hajor Bushrod R, Johnson became chief engineer of the Tennessee
troops on May 28, he shifted the location of the sitec five miles éovmne
stream, The task of construction wa: asszigned to Colonel &, [eiman
and his regiment, the 10th Tenressee., The first sun was nounted in July.?
Because of its location on low ground, the fort was liable to floods
or freshets, during which it was almost surrounded Uy water, While this
was an advantape against land assault, it limited aetivity within the

fort and deprived 1t of ary advantage of elewvation., In addition, Foxrt

Lgohnston, Life of Johnston, LOS.

SHorn, Army of Tenressee, T6.

6hronfield lewis Ridley, Battles and Sketches of the Avmy of
Tennegsee (Mexico: Nissouri Printing and Pabiishing Cosy T955§a;' &5,

Tiorn, Army of Tennessee, 76
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Henry was commanded by high ground on the oppesite side of the riwrer..8

While construction was going on at Fort Henry, the site for the
fort on the Qumberlznd was more or less neglecteds It was nased Fart |
Donelson in honor of Qeneral Donelson, who had selected the site, In
October, Colonel R, W. McGavock with three Tennessec companiss was
sent to Dover. Howsver, litile was dere of a constructive nature,
until Johnston became comuander in the wmest. Reallzing the vulnerabil-
1ty of that portion of the line, he sought to push the foris forward
to completion, ILloyd Tilghman of Xentucky was made a Srigadlier General
and plaged in charge of both forts, assuming commard on Novembor 17 R

In September Iisvltenant Dixon of the Corps of Engineers was in-
structed by Johnston to examine the works at Forte Henry and Donelson.
He reported that tt:e works at Fort Eenry were almost completed. Al
though the fort was not situated at the most faverable spet, he advised
that in view of the elrcumstances 1t ghould be completed, rather than
be discontimed in favor of the erection of works at a more favorable
plaee. Me proposed however tliat furtificatiors e constructed and
garrisoned on the high land whilch comuanded the fort frem the west bank
of the Tennessee, 3Jy this time, Fentucky's peutrality was no longer &
problem. Measures were taken to carry out these suggestions, and &
slave foree, contribulted by planiers in Terresses and Alsbana, was
enployed in this undertaking,

In & similar investigation of Fort Donelson on the Cumberland,

8Jehnston, Life of Johnston, L09.

%Horn, Army of Tenmessee, 76.
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Dizon again thought that a betiter position might have Leen selected,
but that work there should be carried to completion rather than be
moved to a more advantageous spot., He considered the water defenses
well located but feared the resulis of an attack from the landward side.
In view of this, he mads surveys for additional outworke in the form
of rifle pits and abatis for defense against attack from this quarter,
He remained to supervise the construction of these works, which was
again done partially by slave labor. In addition, he advised the place-
ing of obstructions to navigation in the shoal water of the Cumberland
below Donelson, and he also supervised this project.m

In September CGovernor Harris appointed Captain Jesse Taylor, a
trainred naval artillerist, to take command of the guns at Fort Henry,
Taylor was immediately impressed by the unfavorable position of the
fort, He complained first to state authorities, and when, after much
waste of time, he was not heeded, he turned to General Polk at Colume
bus who referred him to Johnston. Johnston, ever anxious aitout the
insecure river defenses, sent his chief engineer, Hajor J. F. Gilmer,
to investigate.n

Gilmer arrived at the forts on January 31, 1862, Speaking of
Fort Henry in his report, he termed it a "strong field work of fine
bastion front" and stated that it was in a good state of defense with

seventeen guns mounted on platforms, twelve of which could be brought

10polk to Johnston, April 1, 1862, quoted in Johnston, life of
Johnston, L1O-411,

LHorn, Army of Tennessee, 77-~78.
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to bear on the river, These included one 10~inch Colum“iad, a heavy
cannon combining the gqualities of the long range gun, howitzer, and
mortar, one 2L-pound rifled gun, two L2-pounders, and eight 32-pound
caronades, medium sized artillery pieces, all arran.ed to fire between
enbrasures fermed by sandbags, He further stated that there were ex-
tensive lines of infantry cover, constructed with a view to holding
comuanding ground. He described these as "capable of offering a strong
resistance to a land attack," In addition, he considered the dsfenses
opposite the fort, which had been named Fort Heiman, almost completed
and although no guns had been received to be put in these works, the
infantry cover there made them dss;1E'enc1.aloi!.e«l2

Concerning the defenses on the Cumberland, Gilmer had examined
them in November and, although he then thought Lineport, Kentucky,
fifteen miles downstream from Dover, a better position, advised that
under the ecircumstances it would be better to retain and strengthen
the position, and that it was "susceptadle to a good defense landward."
At this time, there hiad been very little work done at Fort Donelsong
and Gilmer advised the construetion of defenses *#as rapidly as
possible, 413

From the time the sites for the two forts were first selected
until early in Jamiary, 1862, work progressed very slawly. Attempts

to complete the defenses seem to have met with a long string of halfe

120fficial Records, I, 7, 131-132.

13peport of Major J. F. Gilmer, November 3, 1861, quoted in
Johnston, Life of Johnston, L13.
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hearted efforts. HNoreover, there was always a shortage of troops to
garrison the forts as well as of competent artillery ofificers and men
to man the guns. Construction was further slowed by a lack of labor,
It has already been mentioned that slave labor was used in the work on
beth forts. Although the officers in charge were authorized to use
this source of labor extensively, the planters and varicus other slave
owners in the region were quite reluctant to hawve their slaves used
in this manner. There were various atteipbs to bring rumerous slaves
from Horthern Alabama and Mississippi, but these usually resulted in
more plans and talk than actual labor. & more adequate sup»ly could
have resulted in making Yort lenry at least defensible znd Fort Donele
son possibly impregnable., Neither was completed at the time of its
respective surrender, hen lajor Gilmer again inspected the defenses
around the first of February, he found them almost completed. Although
not as originally planned or of a permanent nature, they were completed
in the best possible manrer considering the time and resources at hand.
Such things as shelter for troops and supplies and adequate communicas
tions systemss had not been and were never completed. Fort Heiman was
never armed or fully garrisoned, It fell without a fight, thus giving
the Federals a wosition on a heiyht commanding Yort Henry, although
they did not find it necessary to use it. These things were contriibue-
ting causes of the final surrender of the forts along with their
carrigsons and stores.

Vihen, about the first of February, Gilmer pronounced the fortis
defensible, they were just that and no more, iort Henry was an earthw

work of five bastions placed in a slight bend of the Tennessec River,
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Wias afferding nmiles of visibilitly downstream ard opportunity for direct
fire against an attack by punboats. Infanitry entrencinents were cone

: '{

structed on a low r.se of ground, which fermed scmewhat of a semiwcircle
a 1ittle ways back Irom the farbod  These outworks » trenches, and rifle
plis extendsd as far as two miles back on the road from lort Lewry to
Dovers 7The fort was situaled so low that during hiigh wabter, wiich was
e case at the tine of the attack, a sheel of water separated tie naln
fart from the outworks. At the tise of the attack, a porition of the fort
was under two feet of water, this being almost up to the gun pla"hfm‘xw.ls
The warks at Fort Heiman, on the west bank of the river, would
have been a formidable obstacle to the Pederal atituck had ey been
completed, and puns placed there, They occupied a blaff Ligh enough
to command the river, rori Lenry on the opposite bank, oxd the surrounde
ing countryside, Duilt at the sugpestion of Dixon and wiitl: the approval
f Giliner, these works were o lave mounted guns 1@1?{;9 enough to be
effective againzt gunboats and were 1o have been protected by a series
of rifie pits for infantry. The trenches were almost compl:ited, bub
the nmen and guns wi.th which to defend the position did not arrive before
the positicn fell to tihe Federal troops.
At first, construciion work at Ford Donelson was sacrificed in
favor of that at fort Hemry. When Tilghman was assipned to cemmand

the forts and arrived at Donelson in midelecember, hie found six undise

ulhern, Army of Tentessee, 1.

lsm:,rsses 3, Orant, Personal lemoirs, 2 vols. (New York: Webster,
1885-1886), I, 291,
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c¢iplined companies of infantry, an unorganized light battery, and a
small water battery of two guns commaning the river to the north.
Flaces had been prepared for four 32-potnder guns, but they had not been
received, Work on the fort had been only partially completed, and there
were no outer defenses of any deseriptions From this time until the
forts were attacked, preparations were carried on with as much haste as
poasibh.-lé In contrast to Fort Henry, the site selected for Fart
Donelson was on high ground not liable to floods. The main fort oceupied
& high ridge in the rear of two water batteries, which when completed
caumanded the river. On this ridge the fort was situated about one hun-
dred feet above ths water, thus providing a view several miles down-
streams The fort was located about one mile downstream from the town
of Dover where the Confederate commissary supplies were stored. Fart
Donelson was an irregular bastioned eartlmork, which enclosed about
f£ifteen acres.}? It was formed by throwing up dirt to a height of about
five or six feet and about eleven feet wide, thus leaving a sort of moat
in front of the works which was some six feet deep and twelve feet wide,
This earthwork followed the summit of the ridge or bluff on the north
and west, but toward the southeast, it enclosed a deep ravine and in
this quarter was the only entrance to the fort.18

Alnost at the top of the bluff and at an angle between the fort

and the river, the upper water battery was located. It mounted a 32

16G£rsedsl Recards, Series I, Vol. 7, k.
17Horn, Army of Temnessee, 8h.
1809 RAQ) At.!-aﬁj I’ Plate 11.
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pound rifled gun and two 32-pound caronades. ‘The lower baltery was
about halfway down the bluff and mounted one 1O-irch Columbiad and eight
snooth-bore 32-pounders. The water batteries were earthworks of approx-—
imately six feet in depth and twenty feet in width protected vy em-
trasures of sandbags,l? For each of these two batteries, there was an
underground powder managine.zo

When the site of the fort was first selected, it was desigred
only for defense from the water side, The fort itself was built pri-
marily as field support for the water batileries. There was very little
early thought given to defense from the landward side. The position
was for the most part unapproachable by land from points on the river,
either above or below, Hickean Creek, after pursuing its course through
a very marshy and in times of high water impassable area, emptied into
the Cumberland just below, or north of, the water batieries. This situ~
ation was somewhat duplicated just above or south of Bover where Lick
Creek entered the river. Indian Creek followed its wide valley ard
entered the river about half way between Dover and the fort, At the
time of the battle, this served to separate the Confedsrate left and
right wings, virtually isolating the latter from the remainder of the
garrison.

#hen he made his imspection in Sestember, Lieutenant Dixon ad-

vised the construction of additional field werks to protect the fort

191vid,, I, Plate 1d.

200ne of these magazines has bLeen restored and may be seen at
ihe present time, The otline of the cther ic diseernible,
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from landward attack, He planned and supervised the construction of a
ling of rifle pits about two and one half miles long, varying from onge
fourth to three~fourths of a mile in distance from the river, The
shortage of labor and the delay which characterized the preparations
for defense caused these defenses to remain incomplete, even at the
time of the battle., These breastworks consisted of logse rolled to~
gether and placed end to end and covered with dirt., This provided some
protection, although insufficient against field artiilery and only a
reasonable protection agairst infantry attack,2l These breastworks
were about four feet high with a two foot trench on bioth sides of the
barrier, thus forming a protective mass approximately six feet in height.
They were connected and formed one long trench from the extreme lef't,
southeast of Dover and between the town and the backwaters of Lick Creek,
to the point where the broad valley of Indian Creek intersected the
lines. Here, they were discontimed and began again where the ridge
was resumed on the opposite side of the valley. Artillery was placed
on these commanding points, so that the entire gap in the lines was
covered. The contimous rifle pit followed the forward crest of the
ridge north of Indian Creek to a point almost directly southwest of the
main fort and across a small gap in the ridge. ¥From here to the place
where the ridge overlooked the marshy baciwaters of Hiclkman Creek, the
defenses consisted of irregular and disconnected trenches. These breast-

woriks were only partially completed at the time of the battle, and inw

leaport of Brigadier General S. B, Buclmer, February 18, 1862,
quoted in Ridley, Battles and Sketches, S5hL.
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stead of being connected as the others, they were separate trenches,
ranging from twenty-five to forty feet in length, It is interesting te
note that, while this unfinished partion of the works did not com:and
the main approach to Dover and the fort, it did command one approaching
road and was the wing of the defense iwnediately wefore tlie water
watteries and the main fort,22

Immediately in front of these rifle pits, tie ridge made a
steep descent to a series of alwmost contimous ravines. The slope from
the rifle pits to the ravines was heavily wooded with ocak and scrub
growth, and the ridge varied in height from fifty to eighty feet aver-
aging about seventy~five feets23 On the slope along the front of these
outer defenses, the trees Lad been felled in order t:iat their limbs
would point cutward toward an attacker, The limbs of the trees had
been cleared and sharpensd, so that they presented a difiicult obstacle
to a force attacking in mass farmations. Although not completed, this
abatis covered the entire front of the landward defenaes.zl‘ On the
opposite side of the ravines before the rifle pits, rose another almost
parallel ridge along the crest of which ran the Wymnn's Ferry Road, which
was of great strategical importance in the battle, Spurs and various
other elevations along this ridge later afforded comnanding positions

for Federal artillery.as

220, R, Atlas, Plate 11,
230fficial Hecords, Series I, Vol. 7, 165,

2ho, R. htlas, Plate 11,

25Johnston, Life of Johnston, LLO.
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The area between the rifle pits and the main fort and Dover was
cut by various irregular ravines which branched off from the valley of
Indian Creek on its way to the Cumberland through the middle of the
area to be defended at Fort Donelson, These ravines and conssquent
ridges were also heavily wooded, and befare the Confederates fortified |
the outer line along the ridge, they had been constructed into an
abatis similar to the one described, This later served to hinder Con-
fedsrate comminications and troop movememnts between different parts of
the lim.zé

#hile the Confederates werc thus preparing their defenses, the
Union was preparing to move against them. As early as lay 11, 1861,
steps were taken to provide a fleet of gunboafs to operate on western
rivers. On August 30, Captain Andrew H, Foote of the United States Navy
was placed in charge of naval operations on the western waters. The
boats were constructed wide and short, so that they would draw a minimum
of water in the shallow rivers. Some of them mounted as many as thirw
teen heavy guns and were plated with iron. These boats began cruising
the Ohio and iississippl by early September., By the middle of Jamary,
1862, the Federal commanders had developed the plan of moving against
the Confederate defense line by way of the Cumberland and Tennessee
Rivers, This seemed to be the most logical place for such a movement,
since Columbug and Bowling Green on the left and right were mch more
strongly fortified, From Jamaxry 23 to 2L, Gemeral C, F. Smith with a

force of Federal troops made a reconnaissance to Fort Henry. A few longe-

26Tbid., Lhl.



25
range shots were exchanged between the fort and the gunboats, but no
danage was done. On Jamary 28, Grant and Foote a2t Cairo both tele~
grashed Modor General . W, Halleck, Pederal comander of the Department
of the Idssourl with headquarters at St. Louls, asldng permiscion to
move against lort lerry. On February 2 Halleck granted this reguest and
gave full authority to Cramt, 27

Grant?s plan of attack called for a simltancous land and water
aseault on Tort Henry at 11300 A, ¥, on February 6, The river had been
so low that the boats could not pass, but with the coming of rains in
late Jamary, they began to rise and soon rose above the Confederate obe
structions as well as natural hazards. Grant's troops were divided into
thiree divisions. The First ¥ivision under Brigadier Ceneral J. f.
McClernand was to move from its point of disembarkation on the eacst bank
to take positions on the roads between Forts liemry and Lonelson, thus
preventing re-enforcements or retreatse The Second Division was tc e
landed on the west bank and tale and occupy the heights irclading Fort
Helnan, opposite Fort llemry. This division was comnanded by Brigadier
Genersl C. Iy Smith. The third division under Grant hinself wac to be
landed on the cast bank and invest and assault the fort from the land-
ward side.28 The flotilla of seven gunboats, four armored and tlree

wooden, was to move on the fort at 11:00 A. i., opening fire at 1700

27Tbid., LU,

28prricial Records, Series I, Vol. 7, 125.
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yards distance and claging to 600 yards.2?

The First Divicion was ferried up the river on February 3 and
disenbarked according to plan at Itra Landing, elght niles below Fort
Henry, %he situation as to camping facilities on thoe land wus so poor
that they were forced to reembark and make a second disembariation ab
Baileyt's Landing, three miles bslow the fort. The Second Division
followed two days later and was disembaried on the west bank. The die
visions were nut in motion on the morninug of the sixth. Heavy rein fell
throaghout the aight of the fifth, leaving the ground muddy and the
crecks swollen and filled with backwater., McClernand pot his troops in
motion by 11:00 A, ¥ on the sixmth. Althoush only three miles from the
fort by the river, the route which they were forced to iteke over back-
comtry roads measured close to eight miles, Only half of this nad been
covered wien the troops heard the sound of the artillery duel between
the Tort and the flotilla, Hearing a report that the Confederates were
evacuating the fort, NeClernand nade all pos:ible haste, and his ade
vanced cavalry came upon the Confederatels ronte of retreabd just as
the last of the coluan was maliing good its escape.Bo

Mearwhile, Wi gunboats under foote had atiacked the fort as
planned amnd exchanged siols with the Confederate gunrers in a heated
duel from 12:30 unitil 1:L5 P, U wien the Conrederate bamer was lowered

in surrender,Jt During this engagement every gunboalt was hit nangy

291bid, , 123.
30748, , 126~130.
31ibid., 122-123.
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times, and the Bssex was completely disabled when a shot hit her boiler
and exploded it,s2

then the Federal gunboats first tested the range of Fort lenry's
gans on February l, Brigadier Gercral Lloyd H, Tilghman, commander of
Confederate defenses on the Cumberland and Termnessee, was inspecting last
ninate work on the fortifications at Fort Donelson, Upon hearing heavy
firing, be, along with Colonel Gilwmer, Johnston's head engineer, who was
also at Donelson, went immediately to Fort Henry, The remainder of that
day and the entire next day were spent in preparing for the approaching
attack,33 The total garrison at Fort Henry on the eve of the attack is
given as 2734 men by Tilghman in his z"apc:r‘lz.-gl'L The investing force under
Grant mmbered around 17,000 nen35 Tilghman realized his desperate
position. He had only eleven guns in the fort with which to face the
fifty~four guns of the seven gunboats. There was water two feet deep
in the fort and surrounding it on three sides. All avermes of escape
were cut off save one and it was threatened by the investing force.

Having only a small garrison hopelessly outnumbered, he decided to allow

the garrison to escape to Fort Donelson, keeping only the heavy artillery -

company to man the guns of the fort. In this manner, he sought to cover

the retreat of the main column until such a time as they should be safe-

32(}2'81’11.", E“&a?}mirs, I, 292"'293.

330fricial Records, Series I, Vol. 7, 133.

3hToid., 137,

35Grant, Memoirs, I, 256,



o
Co

Yy away, Tilghman remained in the fort serving at one of tne guns to
relieve the chief of that oiece, Finally, just wefore two P. M.
havin; only Iour guns remaining in action and fearful for t’;ﬁe lives of
his neroic gun crews, he ordered the flag Lowered, 36 By this iiuwe,
e main column had made good its retreat, encountering onily tihe advance
guard of the Federal iirst Livisione
Tims, Fort Henry became the first major step in the direction
of the eventual defeat of the vonfederacy. ihe fort could not save been
held with even a larger garrison than it had. It was badly outwmanned
and outgunned, in addition, its position has come in for veiry severe
criticisms It dees seem ito have been vadly simated for elfiective de-
fense even between adversaries oif more esual strength. Spealking oi
the surrendsr in his report, Lieutenant Colonel Milton A. Haynes, Chief
of the Yennessee Corps of Volunteer Artillery hada this to say: "rort
Henry was of recessity compelled to surrender, il not to the gunboals,
certainly to General urant's imvesting army., 7The fault was in its loca~
tion, not its defenders."37 Tilghman, who distrusted the position ivom
the beginning, describes it in his repori:
The wretched military position....unfortunate location....

The entire fort together with the entrenched camp spoken of,

is enfiladed from tnree or four points on the opposite shore,

while three poinds on the eastern bank completely command them

both, all at easy cannon range. At the same time the en-

trenched camp arranged as it was in the best pos:=ible manner

to mext the case, was two thirds of it campletely under the
control of the fire of the gunboats. The history of military

360fficial Pecords, Series I, Vols, T, 133.

37Ibid., 17,
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englineering records no parallel to this case, Points with~
in a few miles of it, peosses:ing great advantages and few
disadvantages, were totally neglected, and a location fixed
upon without one redeeming feature or filling one of the
nany requirements of a gite for a work such as Fort E-iem':‘,r,38

Imnediately following the capture of the fort, Foote sent
lLieutenant Commander S, L. Phelps with the three wooden gunboats to
ascend the Tennessee and destroy communications aznd shipoing as far as
Iuscle Shoals at Flerence, Alsbama. Tiis expedition was speedily
carried out with the gunboats capturing two steamers and forecing the
Confederates to burn six others, beside the half completed gunboat,
Eastpart, which was found at thie landing at Cerro Gordo, In addition,
two hundred stands of arms were captured, and various other military
stores were destroyed, Also, the railroad bridge twenty miles above
Fort Henry was secured, and part of the track was destroyed.39

After the fall of rFort lemry, it was evident to the Confeder-
ate leaders that a combiped land and water attack on Fort Donelson was
imminent, The success of the gunboats at Fort ienry made it obvious
that the Federals would not waste time in making a similer attack on
Donelson, Late in Jamary, Brigadier Gemsral Gideon J. Pillow had
been placed in charge of the Confederate forces at Clarksville, between
Donelson and Nashviile. After Tilghman became a prisoner at Fort
Henry, Hrigadier General Bushrod Johnson was made commander at Fort
Donelson. Alinost imnediately (the following day) Pillow was ordered to

move all his troops from Clarksville to Donelson and as.ume command,

381bid., 1368-139.
3 Toid., 153-15L.
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Troops were moved from Hopkinsville to Clarksville end Brigadier Ceneral
John B. Floyd was ordered from his caemp at Mussellville to Clarksville
to assume command there in support of Donelson., Gilwer, who had escaped
from Fort Henry Jjust before its surrender, aided in the lastemimte
preparations for tie defense of Donelson., Johnston also ordered Bucke
ner with his division from Bowling Green to Donglson. Although there
was considerable disagreescnt among the ranking Confederate ofiicers
as to whether or not an all-out stand should be made at the fort, there
were vy Hebruary 13 about 17,000 men in the garrison. dJohnston's plen
seens to have been to malke a calculated defense of Nashv:‘.lla at
Denelson, This idea was also held by Pillow, with Floyd and Buclmer
feeling that such a stand was not likely to accord successz. By virtue
of seniority of rank, Floyd became the commanders Pillow was second
in command with Buckmer in charge of the right wing and B. Re Johnson‘
the left.t0

After his success at Fort lenry, Grant telegraphed Halleck:

"I shall take and destroy Fort Donelson on the §th and return to Fart
Henry.“hl He was unable Vo fulfill this rromise probably because of the
bad roads, snd the fact that e was waiting for reenforcements. Heavy
rain made the roads covering the elsven miles between the two foaris
virtually impassable, and he wanted to allow time for the gunboats

to come up in sapportv. This necessitated their going back down the

4OJohnston, Life of Johnston, Li33-Ll2,

Llosiicial hecords, Series I, Vol. 7, 12l
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Tennessee to Paducah, tience up the Chio to the mouth of ihe Cumberland,
and up that river to Fart Vonelson, Grant's forces recornnoitered the
area between the two forts during the intervening time with Grant him-
self riding to within a mile of the Confederate works on the day after
the fall of Fort Henry,

There were two very good roads between the two farts. One, the
direct road, connected the two forts at a distance of twelve milese.
The other swung off to thie southeast for some distance soon af'ter leaww
ing Fort lewry and then paralleled the other for about twleve miles
terminating at the town of Dover.m Considering the abundance of rain
wiich had fallen on them, these roads were in good conditlon. The
only portion of them which proved difficull was the first two miles
back of Fort Henry, where they lraversed the lowland which was flooded and
marshy in some places. DBecause of this, the Federal artillery and
much of the infantry was moved back to the hipgh ground on Februaoy
eleventh. Beyond this difficult stretch, the roads passed through
heavy timbered, rolling country which was sparsely populateds The
roads were found to be clear and unobstrucited when the Federals first
came upon them, and their cavalry activity prevented ary subseguent
work of obstruction by the Confederates, if any was ever atﬁem;:ted.b"3
it has since been deemed by some wrilers unfortunate for the Confeder-
ates that the roads were not cobstructed; as a delay would have caught

the arny on the march in very severe weather and might have contributed

W2arant, Memoirs, I, 29L-295.

L3osricial Hecords, Series I, Vol. 7, 161-162.
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to breaking up the expedition.m‘

On February twelfth, Grant moved on Fort Donelson with about
15,000 men, is organization remained the same, with MeClernand, C. F,
Smith, and Brigadier (keneral Lew Wallace as his division comnanders.
Part of Smith's regimeni was lefl as a garrison at Ioxd iemry under
Wallacet!s command. The troops were desloyed in line of battle b
same dey with Smith comnanding the left, McClernand the right. ®n e
fourteenth, Vallace came up and occupied the center allowing leClernand
to more fully dnvest the Confederate left in front of ihe town of Dover,

hen the gunwkoats and wansports arrived on the night of the thirteenth,
the 10,000 reenforcements brought with them were assigned to this center
sector under Wallace,

The thirteenth was spent by the Federals in drawing tieir lines
closer and placing; thelr artillery in advantageous pesitions all along
the line, ifuch difiiculty was encountered in the latier because of the
danse growth of brush and trees which prevented observation for artile
lexy fire. Artillery exchanges and sidrmishies were comamon all that day.
The Federal troops had Y- now established their line on a ridge running
roaghly parallel and just opposite tiree unconnecied ridges on which
the Confederate rifle plits were situated. '“the lederals did nol conm

struct breastworks except 7 cover for artillery in some places. The

M‘Joimstan, Life of Johnston, LL6. The nain force of the
Yederal army moved Trom rort Henry on the twelfth. The temperature
dipped almost to zero the following evening, and the entire area
underwent a severe storm of snow, sleety, and hail, This was sorely
felt by both armies, but by this time the Iederals were bivouacled in
the woods before Fort Donelson.
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distance between the two armies was by this time only about five mn- .
dred yards .’-‘5

The most heated action of that day was an attack nade by a
brigade of McClernand's Division against a Confederate battery in the
left center of their line, The battery which had been giving idcClernand’'s
investing forces trouble all day was situated in an advantageous posie
tion on the crest of e ridge ferming the Confederate center, cClere
nand, seeningly without forethought or Jjustiiiable reasons, ordered
the position attacwed. In ordsr io attack, the Wwigade had to descend
from the ridge on which they had taken position, cross the uroad ravire,
and advance up the side of the ridge on which the Confederales were
forvifiedy the last porticn of this attack was over the alwmost impasw
sable abatis of felled timber and brush, The ridge Ifrom which they
descended was one hunared feebt high, and the positicn atviacied ocaupied
an even nigher point on the opposile ridge. This attcupt on the Cone
federate lines was shewr folly. ahen the attackers began the ascent
through the awvatis, they were met with a mwderous crossiire ifrom
artillery, as well a3 small arms from toue rifle pits. Although they
fought bravely, lthey were beaten back and forced to abandon the attemp‘b.hf’
A similar attack was made against the Confederate right by & partion of
Smith's Division witl: similar resulte. Otierwise, skirmishes were

fought fairly generally along the entire line throughout the dgye

L50rsicial Hecords, Series I, Vol. 7, 161-163.

L6Tnid,, 172-173,
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That afterncon and night the weather took a sudden turn from the
mild, clear course which it had followed for several days., /4 slow rain
began to fall in the afternoon, and by night this had developed into
a heavy downpour., The temperature went down to ten degrees, and hard
winds turred the rain into a blizzard of slect and snows Ioth araies
suffered terribly as both were forced to weather the storm without
shelter or adequate clothings In addition, many of the day's wounded,
who lay in the no man's land between the lines, too far out to be
helped, erdured the terrible night. Despite the miserable conditicns,
artill ry fire was contimed throughout the night by both sides; and
during ulls in the storm, flames raged through the brush maldng the
night a veritable hell for the troops of toth armies!7

The following morning the entire Federal flotilla arrived, and
although land action was at a minimum all day, there was far from
peace and quiet in the fort. Foote, with four ironclads and two
wooden gunboats, attacked at three o'clock in the afternoons As at
Fo}t Henry, he sought to steam straight up to the fort and silence the
batteries and then to pass above the fort and cut off amy poszible
retreat by the Confederates. The gunboats opened fire from a distance
of a mile and a half and advanced until they were within 150 yards of
the batteries. However, the Confederate guns were effectively manned,
and, vhile the ten light pieces did little damage to the armored gun~

boats, the gunners poured destructive fire at them with the Columbiad

mﬂorn, Army of Temessec, 89.




and long ranred rifled fune By the end of an hour and a2 half, all the

2

gunbosats had Leen disabled or dumaged, and they were forced te fall

baci: downstrean, There wore fifty-fouar casualtics oboard the junboatc,
while not one zan was lost in the Confederate batieri es.h8

That same morning Mloyd called a council of war in wiich all the
Confederate commanders agreed to evacuate the position, This declsion
was caused partially oy e exaggerated reports that Crant was recelving
30,000 to 50,00C reenforcenents and partially iy the condition of the
defenderse. <hal night another council was called, and, notwithobanding
the victory of the water battcries over ti.c gunbects, rloyd still

" N

thourht that the arny should atlenpd to cubt Lte woyr out Yo Hashville

and salety. 1hus, the entire nirht was cponb by ihe lonfederates in the
realignment of their troups L9

With Lick Creek swollon and impassable, the only route which
could be forced for a rotroat was the Wmats Ferry load, which cane oub
of the lonfederate defenses on the cxtreme left and crossed Ui intere
vening ground between he two armies. It contlmued in a southcasterly
direction vo Charlotie and thence on te Nashvwille, The Federcl ¥irst
Division was stromgly posited across and alony this roade Its use would
necessitate an attack by the (lmﬂfec:eraﬁes strong enongh Yo clear the
entire road of Federal troops.

The plan of battle called for an attack by Pillow's left wing.

hahom, Army of Tennescee, 91,

hotbid,
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Buckner would remove his entire force from the trenches on the right,
leaving ordy one regiment of four humdred and fifty men to defend that
sector and form to the rear of and in support of Pillow. iverything
went according to sche.ule, and the attack was made at five A, M, Then
Pillow's advancing columns came upon McClernand!s line, they found threm
in line of battles For three hours the Coniederates were successful
as they drove their asversaries back foot by foot. At eight A, H,
¥cClernand apjpealed to Wallace on his left for aide It could not be
given as Wallace's hands were tied by an order {rom Grant, who was in
conference with Foa’c.e abroad his gunboat several miles away. The order
was given before Grantls departure and prohibited the bringlrg on of a
general engapenents Contimed pressure by Pillow with Bacimer aiding
now on the right flank pushed HcClernand's men back two miles ard
literally into Wallacel's line. Thus, Wallace was brought into the con-
fliet in self-defense: By eurly afternoon, the entire route of escape
was cleareds

At this point, one of the greatest tactical blunders of a war
filled with such blunders occurreds Hather than march the army out of
the fort in retreat and thus preserve invaeluable mumbers and experience
for the Confederate cause, Pillow reversed the plan of satile and
ordered the troops back into the fort. Buciner questioned his author=-
ity to do this, and Floyd, who arrived on the scene, agreed with Buclyer,
A short time later, after he had consulted Pillow, Floyd reversed his

decision and recalled the troops to the fort.,90 It is difficult to sgy

50Ibid., 92~93.



37
why this indecision was prevalent among the Confederate leaderse Cone
tributing causes might have becn inexperience, inability to evalnate
the situation accurately, and pos:ibly fear of failure.

Meanwhile, Grant, returning to his forces as fast as possible
after learning of the Confedsrate attack, came upon the scene, He had
been four or five miles north of the lines when conferring with Foote,
and with the nmarshy roads retarding him, he was sometime getiing on
the field of action.s In arriving at the point of the Confederate
attack, he passed tie left and center of his line, {inding all to be
in good arder there, Sizing up the situatlon accurately, he guessed
Just what had happened within the Confederate linesj the right had been
left undermanned in order to make the attack from the left. lHe immedi-
ately ordered his own left to attack the Confederate right, This was
probably the first evidence of Grantt!s military genius. General Ce. Fo
Smith's Pivision attacked vigorously and by night had taken the de=
tached and disconrected rifle pits on the Confederatet!s extreme right
and forced Buckner's troops, who had returmned from the attemptéd break-
through, to take a position on the one remalning ridge which separated
the Union forces from the water batteries, The positicn defended by
Buckner was now commanded by the elevation c¢f his previous rifle pits
in Federal hands.sl Consequently, the Federal troops along the entire
line were reformed and ordered to advance, thus retaking the ground

which had been lost.

5lgpant, Memoirs, I, 305-308,
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That night at Iloyd's heoadeuarters in tle Dover Inn, a {inal

meeting of the Confederate comnanding officers was held. As in previous
councils, disagrecn.nv was the rule and not the exception. Buclmer saw
no alternative bul surrender, and Floyd secmed to agree with him. Pillow
thought that the fert should be held for one or if possible two more days.
Colonel Natian B. rorrest, whose cavalry had played a brilliant rols
in the previous day'’s action, excected only to fight the following dgye
In lieu of surrender, he proposed that the entire garrison be marched
cat over the Wynn's Ierry Road, as lwe had reporis that the Federal
troops had not re-occupied their former positions. le ventured to
promise that his cavalry would protect the retreating army. Finally,
however, the decision was made to surrender the fort, IForrest asked
far and received pernlssion Lo march his cavalry oub over tihe river
road, which was under three feet of water. Iloyd sought also to escape
and tbale his brigade with hj.zzz.52 Pillow insisted that he would persone
ally never surrender. buckner finally agreed that he would remain in
the fort and surrender it. Comsequently, Floyd passed tiie com.and to

Pillow, and he, in turn, passed it to Buckmer. Thus, Fort Donelson

Szk?loyd had been Secretary of War prior to the beginning of
hostilities. As such he was accused of dispersing Federal troops prior
to the war in such a manner that they would be least effective against
a rebellion. He was also accused of moving arms and munitions from
northern arsenals to those in the South where they could be easily
taleen by the South should there be a rebellion. His capture probably
would have resulted in his trial for fraud, embezzlement, and possibly
treason. James Elliolt Walmsley, "John Buchanan Floyd," Diction of
Lmerican Biography, ed. by Allan Johnston and Dumas Malone, 21 volSs
and index (New York: Scribmer's, 1928-19LL), VI, L87,
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was surrendered early the next nmoruing, Sunday, February 16, 1662,53

Many of the Confederates managed to escape from Fort Donelson.
Floyd left early Sunday nmorning with his brigade of Virginia troops
aboard two boats which arrived during the night, Others, including
Gilmer, were ferried across the river irom whence they escaped.
Forrest marched his entire cavalry command out ‘through the backwaters
carrying all those possible with him, Artillery troops cut loose their
horses and roe#e tien out the same way. Others werely set out on foot
and in the confusion passed through the Federal lines. DBrigadier
Jeneral B, R. Johnson escaped in this mammer. Accompanied Wy another
ofiicer, he simply walked out of the fori, In all, probably only
about one half, or 7000 to 8000 men werc talzen prisoner by the
Federals ,ob

Fort Donelson was a great victory for the Union. It was celee
brated as suchy and Grant and his three division commanders were
pronoted to the rank of dajor Cze'e:mara.fl..55 Throughout the South there
was a terrific feeling of depression and defeat, The line of defense
was broken, and the South lay open to the Fedsral invaders. The next
step in this invasion will be dealt with in Chapter III,

The elevation of Yort Henry placed it at the mercy of the

Federal gunboats. The high water around the fort prevented an effece

53torn, Aruy of Tenmessee, Sl~96.

Shlbid., 96=97, These figures seem to be the most accurate
estinate aveilable.

SSGrant, demoirs, I, 316.
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tive deferse on the lardmard side. The fort fell affter only a ghort
struggle; this nicht Lave been prclonged with a larger and naors able
defencing force. Its imrossible poeition wa:r well lmovn to Tilghman
88 well as others who commented upon it in the reports mentiencd.

The stilf defense which was later made at Fort Donelcon wherc there
were a fow toperraphicel advantages shows that the seloction of the
site of Fort Homry was & grave mistake,

e elevation of the bluff along the river at Fori Domelson
was used to such an advantage that the Confederates, with aboul the
sane mmber of guns as they had eumployed at Fart lewry, were able to
defeat declsively the same flect of gunboabs which comolished that
fart and forced it to surrender in only a short cngagement, The high,
steep ridges arcund Fort Donelson and tihe towa of Dover were made
virtually iapregnable by the construction of rifle pits along their
suanits and abatis to tWhelr frontss A1l fhe IFederal charges were
successfully repulsed by the Confederates in these positions with the
excepiion of the final charge againet the incompleted works on th
defenders' right; the loss of iis portion of theldr line was due to
the stegp ridges and marshy ravines within the Confederate lines wiich
prevented re-enforcements from arriving in time to relieve the oute

mnbered troops In that sector,



CHAPTER. IIX
THE BATTLE OF SHILOH

The fall of Forits lemry end Donglson resulted in the loss of the
entire lire of defense for the Confederates. Witk the Camberland and
Terressee Rivers controlled by the Federal gunboats, the Confedera
positiong at Columbus and Bowling Creen were outflanked. Realizing
the seriocusness of his situation, Johmston had ordered Bowling Green
evacuated even before Donelson fell, The army there retreated to
Nastwille to await the outcome of the strugsle for possession of the
Cumberland, With the Federal victory at Donelson, Nashville became
untenable. It seems that Johnsitonts new plan was to concentrate all
his forces south of the Ternessee Riwer and there dispute ithe Federal
acdvance .l

Yargyr of the Confederate stares at Hashville wore evacuatied,
but the utlter confusion and chaos in the city which resulied from the
approach of the Federals cansed much o be left or plundered by the
populace. A lack of tramsportation facilitles caused mch to be
abandoned, iirst rloyd, aiter his arrival from Donelcon, and then
Forrest, was in charge of evacuating the stores and maintaining order .2
Under the cireumstances, these men did an admirable job. Floyd!s

work in thds capacity was highly praised by Zasil W, luke, biographer

1‘Ho:rn,, Army of Ternessec, 79-107.

2Johnston, Life of Johnston, L98.
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of Colonel John I, Eéorgan.3

After the losc of Nashville and the control of the Temessee and
Cumberland Hivers, the most important strategic position in the west
was the Memphis and Charleston Railroad, This road connected the
Hississipei River with the Atlantic Coast at Charleston. It swung
southeast from Memphis through northern Mississippi and across northern
Alabama along the southern bank of the Tennessee River, Conmections
could be made from its main tracks to Chattanooga and the railrocad
route northward tirough Knoxville to Virginia, The lemphis and Charles-
ton met the Tennessee River from the west at Sheffield, Alabama, near
the Mascle Bhoals, ‘his was the extent of low-walter navigation on the
Termessee and, thms, the extent of the control of the Federal gune
boats over ti:e river. Johnston, realizing that Grant would seck to
cut the railroad at the earliest poscible time, sought to concentrate
every available man in an effort to stem the tide of the Federal
advance, The best place for this concentration was at Corinth, Mis-
sissippi, where the emphis and Charleston crossed the lobile and
Chio Railrocad. Corinth was situated only about twenty-two miles from
the Tenressee htiver and offered an excellent positien from which to
observe the Federal movements on the river. ilere, the Confederates
accurmlated large stares of supplies even before the arrival of the

various portions of the a:rxvy,«h

3Basil W, Duke ﬂ of Morgan's Cav (Cineinnati: liami
. L L e :

Printing and Publishing o., 1857'

hI-iorn, Army of Tenressec, 107-108.
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iHajor Gereral P, G, T, Deauregard, who assumed command in the
Columbus sector on February ]5, elected to evacuate that fortress in
order to shorten the Confederate lines of commnication, %he fact
thet it was virtuclly outflanked by the Federals on the Temmessee
River further influenced this decigion, This withdrawal left Island
Kamber Ten and New Yadrid, lissouri, as the nmost advanced Confederate
defenses on the Mississipni. Beauwrecard then attempied to set up a
defense line wihiich ran from these poinis southeast across Tennescee
to its ecctern ternimis abt Corinth., W%hile this line was long, it 2d=
nitted easy concentraition at any one point because of the proximity of
the Mobile and Chio Railroad. e left about 7000 men at Island Number
Ten and New ldadrid and slaced the remainder of the Columbus garrison,
10p00 men, at tumboldt, Tenressee, close to the center of this line.>

Mearwhile, the Federals began a movement up the Tenressees The
ultimete objective wac to sever Confederate communications at such
places as Corinth, Jackson, and Humboldt; the immediate objective was
to destroy the railroad bridge over Bear Creek near Fastport, lfissis-
sippi, on the Hemphis and Charleston ling. In preparation for this
General C. ¥, Smith began the expedition on ilarch tenth. On the
thirteenth he landed hils four divisions at Savammah, Ternessec, a town
on the cast bank in lardin County. Imediately Smith sent Major Generald
William T, Sherman with his division in nineteen steamboals escorted

by the gunboat, Tyler, to destroy the bridge.

> Ibid., 109-111,
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This attem:t resulted in utter failure. MNo sconer had the rederal
troops landed than a violent storm began, and thes water rose in the
streams at the rate of six inches per hours The division was forced
to retire to its transrorts and fall back downstream, ¥itl: the river
so high, the boats conld find no suitable slace to land until they
cached Pittshurg Leanding, where high Wnffs rise on the west bark and
provide dry ground sultable for encamoment, The landing is about six
miles upstream from Savarmah and alacst twenty-two miles from the
Confederate slronghold at Corinth. In earlier and more peaceful times,
it served as the river landing for Corinth and was connected with that
place Uy two good roads .6
Grant had been in the bad praces of Halleck and, consequently,
wag tesoorarily removed from command on March sixthe On the thire
teenth he was restored to command and moved promptly to Sawarmsh where
Suith, who had succeeded him, was in charge of the army. vhen Crant
arrived at Savannah, he found absub half the army enearped there on
the east bank, one division under Jerneral Lew Wallace at Crump's Lanting
on the west bank about two miles upstream, and .hernan still encamped
at Pittsburg Landing, wiere he had retired after the failure of his
raid on the lemphis and Charleston Hailroad. Orant prepared to march
against Corinth, as soon as he could be re-enforced by iajor General
Don Carlos Buelltg Army of the Chio, which was sarching owerland from

Hashville, In preparation for this advance, Orant ordered the divisions

Soriicial Records, Serdes I, Vols 10, 22-23.




of Brigad:er General W, i, Le Wallace and igjor General Stephen A,
Harlbut to move from Savannah ©o Pittsburg Landing and there enciumps
General MeClernandls division was sent directly {herc when il came up
tie river, Thus, (rant nad four divisions in the area around Fitis-
burg, one more four miles dovmsiream, and as re-cnforcesents were arrive
ing daily, they were organized inlto brigades and later into what became
the Sixth Division comzanded by kajor Gemeral D. e Prentiss oJ

When the fall of Fort Uomelson and the advance of Duelll's asxrumy
rencered Kashville indefensible, Johnston fell back on lurireesboro.
In order to form a Junction with Beauregard at Corinth, he evacuated
Mladle Tenresses, retreating by way of Shelbyville and Fayetleville
to Decatur, Alabama, where he crossed the Teruwssee with his arn

From here be moved by way of ihe Yemphis and Coharieston to Corinth.

Ts, he brought some 20,000 troops to add to the Confederate wmmx.d.&

e Confederate Bar Dopartoont, realising the desperate plight of the
troops in the west, ordered Major Goreral Draxten Bragg with 10,000
disciplined and fresh men 1o move from Pensacola, Tlorida, to Join
Johnston and Beauregard at Corinthe’ Thus, with approximately L0,000
men concentrated at Corinth the Confederales, Ilor the first time in
the west, ff/mnd themselves with an army large emough to do battle with
the Federals. It was Joinston's plan to do this, belore fuell could

re-enforce Grante

?Grant, He T8 s I’ 32h""3330
aJohnston, Life of Johnsten, 505.

91bids, 513.
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Hardin County, Ternessec, in which the later battle of Shileh
occurred, contains parts of two of e physiographic regions of the
state, In the eastern section of Uthe county is tie swuthern part of
the Highland Rim, with its rugged Yerrain of rocis and swilt=-{lowing
sireams., In the west is the soutbeast corner of the Slope of lest
Termessee, part of the Gulf Coastal Ilain, Crossing the niddle of twm
county and following a two hundred and {ifly to twree lmndred foot deep
valley is the Tennessee Hiver which seives to uivide these two provinces,
Tie flood plein of the viver varies from ong to four miles in widill,
In places along the outside of the stream curves, botlous are entirely
abgent. Bolli Savamah and Pléisburg Landing are located in such posie
tions, tiwe former on the cast bank and the latier on tiat of Lhe weslse
Thamy voth places appear as vluffs rising direetly irom the river and
have no ilmwediate high-water problems, The streams flowing into the
Tennessee from the west are slugrish and gererally nave considerable
botbons, which ars usually damp and sogyy anxd scuslises z;zaz‘slty".lo Do
lore e Tennessee Valley Authorily harnessed the river for flood cone
trol measures, these streams were subject to overflows caused by high
water in the Temessee. This was the case In the early spring of
1862;11 The topography on the western side of the river is varied,

mach of it being of & rolling nature, HMany Kinds of uimber sbound in

10, s, Jewell, "Geology and iiineral Resources of Hardin
County, Terressee," in Tennessee Geological Survey Balletin, No. 37
(Nashville: Ambrose, 1931), 12-1i,

bic., 102.
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thick groves and scrub form. The only town in the county of any size
at the time in question was Savannah, which becamne [irst Smith's and
later Grant!s headquarters. Its population in 1870 was around five
hundred,12

Remnants of plateaus are evident in the westcrn part of the
county. Usually erosion has been rasid on the plateau slopes becaucse
of the soft nature of the rocks, Cftentimes, these remnants are wholly
or sartially dissected and cut away by streaus .13 The battlefield of
Shiloh was one of the better preserved of these plateau remnants.

At Pittsburg landing, where Urant'!s army was encamped, a steep
bluff rises from the river to a height of about a hundr d feet., Thus,
with a good road to the foot of the bluff, an excellent steamboat
landing was provided, as the channel of the river ran close to the
bluff, that being the outside of the stream curve, lere, a mere hame
let of three or four log cabins and a post office were situated.

From the landing the land stretched back for five miles in a sort of
wriniled plateau, described by Buell in his report as an Mundulating
t.able-land."lh Its level was from eighty to one hundred feet above
the level of the river and toward the east was creased arnd cut Yy deep
ravines, which opened into the river, While it was cut with

ravines and fairly heavily woodsd, there was ample open ground for the

12, B, Killebrew, Introduction to the Resources of Tennessee
(Nashville: Tavel, Dastman, and Howell, 187L); 1006~1003,

13Jewell, 1,_(_)_(1-‘ E}_‘E‘; 15-16'

Worsicial Hecords, Series I, Vol. 10, 293,
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camps and drill of an army of a hundred thousand nen. Lo

In addition, the arca was flanked by streams both to the north
and southe In the former direction, ®wl Creek rises about four miles
west of the river and {lows northeast, until it meets Snake Creek
flowing east to the Tennessee, where it finds its mouth about a mile
below the landing, On the south, Lick Creck rises near the source
of Owl Creek but flows generelly eastward to its mouth two miles above
the landing, Havines, cut by ercsion, open into these various creeks
from the sides of the plateam. This is especially true on the north
along Owl Creeks Generally, the area was a forest, bul cccasionally
there was a small farm of twenty to eight acms.16

There were two good roads from the landing to Corinth. One of
these followed a more or less direct route by way of Mdonterey, thirteen
miles from Pittsburg and ten miles from Corinth, The other, known as
the iiidge Hoad or the Bark lioad, followed a course more to the north
and Joined the more direct w lionterey Road some five miles out
from the landing. In addition to these, there were two roads from
Pittsburg Landing to Crump's Landing, one of which followed close to
the river., This road continued southward beyond Pittsburg to Hamburg,
a landing four or five miles upstream. Dranching ofi from the Crump's
Landing road was a road to Purdy, counity seat of McHRairy County, sist~

teen miles to the northwest of Pittsburg. There were two roads which

’Toid., 27,

161pi4., 293.
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ren northward from lMonterey to Purdy and Savannah, voth: of which crossed
the Ridre Reads At one of these croscroods lived a fanily named Mickey.
This becae an lmporiant landmark for the Conlecderate troops, Some five
niles out from Pittsturg Landing the varicus roads hwranched oul in a
more or less web-lile narnmer, Yhe platean on witdch the Yederal camps
were sltaabed waw crisse—cressed by several minor roads, giving a map

of the area & checkerboard appearance, ohiloh Church, @ snell, log

ol

thodlo v cuareh, was situated abeul twe and one hail miles from the

e

viver on e naln road from the landipg to Lolh the Sark apd Lonlerey

chersent's ddvision concanded the redersl odvance, 448 eade
guarters waes &b Shiloh Church on the Coslebth Road lrom which the subw
seguent batilc took ils nume. & short distauce Lo the resr of Lois

A s

suint we Zurdy Joad crossed the vorlalh: hwad and followed & heevily

wocded ridge to Owl lreock, wiich 1% crossed by wwo tridges. Shoimen's

}:

First sorigade under Colemed Jomn A, Ichowell Iovied the righl guarding
tuese bridges. The rourth Drigede, under lolonel fadph D. Suckiond,

was slimeted along the wlioresegnticned rldge with lte lelt croscing the
Corinth Road mear oShilon Church. oSimilerly, e Third Grigede comsanded
by Colonel Jesse Hildebrand had lts rigal on the Ccrinll: toad al Shiloh
Cimarch, and its caupe streiched woward e couth. Hounding oul the

division was the becond brijade, under Colonel Uavid Stuart, which was

£,

sone distance away Lo wbe south gaarding the ford over lLick Creek on

17y, &, Atlas, I, Plates 13-lh.
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the Hamburg Hoad. In front of these positions, the ridge fell away to
a series of deep ravines, These ravines were thickly set with trecs
and undergrowth and were flooded or boggy along most of the line,18

To Sherman's left, with a considerable interval between and
f£illing the gap between Sherman's First, Third, and Fourth Brigades on
the Corinth and Purdy Roads and his Second Brigade on the Hamburg Road,
was Prentiss' Sixth Division, with uneven rolling ground to its front,
Sherman's and Prentiss' Divisions were the ocutposts for the Federal
campss They occupied the space between Owl and Lick Creeks at a point
near their source, where they were less than three miles apm.19

To the rear of Sherman and Prentiss and covering the interval
between them, were the camps of icClernandts First Division. Some two
niles to the rear of the advanced divislons were Hurlbut's Fourth and

Smith's, later W, H., L. Wallace's,2C

Second Divisions on the left and

right respectively. lLew Wallace's Third Division remaired encamped at

Crump's Landing guarding the storage point [ar the Federal supg::lies.zl
Although the Federal army did not intrench ar otherwise construct

defensive positions, the area itself provided good ground for defense,

18william T. Sherman, Memoirs of Genmeral William T, Sherman,
2 vols, (New York: Appleton, i875)s 1, 230. Herealter cited as lenoirs,

197bid.,

20prior to and during the battle General C. F, Smith was inw
capacitated by an accidental lsg injury. He remained in the Cherry
Mansion, Grant's headauariers at Savannali, where he died from infec~
tion not long after the battle. Brigadier General W. H. L. ¥Wallace
corzzanded in his absence,

2lgherman, Hemoirs, I, 236.
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The Federal leaders werc later severely criticlzed for this neglect, but
they considered themselves employed in an offensive campaign and hardly
expected the Confederates to leave well-built defenses at Corinth and
attack them in their oamps.a‘? Speaking of the Federzl position in a
report on iarch 17, Sherman had this to say: "I am strongly impressed
with the importance of the position, both for its land advantages and
its strategic position, The ground itself admits of easy defense by a
small comsand and yet affords admirable camping ground,"23 The selection
of the area arcund Pittsburg Landing for the Federal camp is generally
attributed to 3mith, who ordered the fi.rst men there., Of the area

Johnston says1

It was, in fact, a formidable natural fortification. With
few and difficult apoproaches, guarded on either flank by ime
passable streams and morasses, proiected by a succession of
ravines and acclivities, each commanded by eminences to the
rear, this quadrilateral seemed a safe fastness against attacke
hard to assail, easy to defend. Ils selection wﬁs the dying
gift of the soldierly C. F. Smith to his cause.?

During the latter part of March, the Confederates kept a strong
dotachment at Bethel Springs on the Mobile and Chio Railread and at
Pardy, four miles east. From this position, they watched the Federals
at Crumpt!s and Pittsburg. When it became evident that Buell was neare
ing Savarmah with his army, Johnston elected to follow his previous plan

and attack Grant before the two armies could be joined. Thus, on April

22Grant, Memoirs, I, 333

230£ricial Recerds, Series I, Vol. 10, 27.

2hjehnston, life of Johnston, 53l
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3 he issued orders to that effect. The overall plan of battle was to
nake every effort to turn the Federal's left flank, tims cutiing off
their line of retreat to the Tenmessee River and driving them back on
Owl Creek where they would be forced to surrenc%er.zs

The Confederate forces, kmovm as the Army of liszissippi, was
organized into four corng. The First Corps was commanded by iajor
General DBragp, the Second by Major General Polk, the Third by MHajor
Jeneral lardee, and the Reserve by Brigadier Oeneral Rrecldrridge.

The Third Corps was to move that same day, April third, on the
Ridge Road to the Bark Foad. If poscible, it was to bivouac that
night at Yickey's at the intersection of the road from Honterey to
Savannab and Purdy. At 3300 A, 1, on the fourth, it was to move forward
by the Bark Koad until within sight of the Federal outposts and there
be deployed in lire of battle across the entire front extending from
Lick Creek to Owl Cresk,

The Second Corpe was to assemble on Monterey and move there at
once, They were then to move by the Savannah Road to lickey's, the
head of the column reaching ther: before night. On the following
morning, they were to advance by the Bark Road as soon as the rear of
the Third Carps should pasz and form in line of battle about 1000
yards to the rear of that Corps.

The First Corps, from which the detachments at Bethel and Purdy

had been taken, was to follow the line of march of the Third Corps a

pidiey, Battles and Sketches, 82.
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half hour to the rear and bivouac that nirht in that position at the
sane interval., The following day, it was to contimue on the Bark Road and
form a third line with & similar interval. The sortion of that comnand
at Iethel anxl Purdy was to assentle and narch to join the rest of the
Corps at the Jjunction of the Purdy Road with the Bark Road,

The reserve was to assemble at lontersr by the shortest and
best routes and, thus form to narch toward the front by either the
direct road or the Ridge Hoad to Pitisburgs Cavalry was to e thrown
out in all directions by the various commanders, so that the intention
of the Confederates could be disguised as well as possible,zé

It is of particular interest to notice that contrary to the usunal
method of attack, whereby detachments are arrangzed in columns perpendice-
ular to the line of defense, the Army of the Mississippl was arrayed
in three parallel lines with its reserve to the rear. This aligmment
caused considerable confusion during the battle, as detachments from
the lines to the rear were thrown forward into various nlaces in the
attack line, thus causing a definite lack of coherence in carrying out
comands, The reason for such an alignment was probably the fact that
the leaders thought these raw, inexperienced troops would {ight better
in familiar units.

The plan was o attack the Federals early in the morning of
April 5, This was not to be, however, as the elements which had played

havoc with the war in the west again assumed a prominent role, Showers

26 jonnston, Life of Johnston, 555=557,
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fell all day Thursday, the fourth, making movement along the dirt roads N
diffienlt for artillery and wagons. Then, after midnight, a spring
storm broke, making the night misercble faor the Confederaie troops, who
were marching withsut tents. The night was pitch-dark and mere gnllies
and ravires became impassable torrents. Howewer, at 3300 A. M. on the
fifth, the hour for atback, the entire ammy prepared to advance, It
was soon apparant, however, thwat the Heserve Corps was not up and that
its artillery and wagons were stuck in the mud. In addition, parts of
othier columns were delayed in arriving at their appointed positionse
Bragg's Corps had found the roads so bad that it was several hours bew
hind schedule, and because of this delay Polk's colwmn had been held
aps DBraggls entire comusnd was net in positien until 4200 P, i, on the
fifth, Thus, it was tco laie o aittack that d}zy-‘??

About that same time, the now lamous " council of war" was held
near a crossroads to the rear of the Confederate lines of battle. The
meebing seems to have been sonmewhal casual, and the various commanders
who cane together were Johnsion, Deamregard, Iragg, Polk, Breckinridge,
and Gilmer from Hardee's command. In addition, ihere werc several
svaff of{icers and cthexr ofiicers presez?nb.,‘?8

Becanse mary of the {roops had used up their rations, and much
noise lad been made on the march, Beaursgard thought they no longer

held the advantage of swrprise. ie recomuended that the army be withdrawm

27 Tbide, 560-56L,
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to Corinth. After listening to the views of the various officers,
Johnston announced his decision to attack at daylisht the following
norning, With this the conference broke up, and as Johnston moved
away he remarked to a stalf officer, "I would fight them if they wore
a nmillion. They can present no greater front between these two crecks
trhan we can; and the more nen they crowd in there, the worse we can
neke it for them."? Thus, tle stage was set far the Batile of Shiloh.

¥hen the Conlederates attaclked the following morning, they did
ret know the exact location of ihe Federal limes. The {irst clash
vas between Hardee's advancing line and an early morning reconnaissance
party sent out By one of Prentiss! brirade comaanders. ialter a brief
skirmish, the iederals retired, and the Confederate line swept inte
tie camps of Prentiss! Sixth Division. By 8:00 A, ., they were in
pessession of ihe entire camp.30

Mach has been writien and said about the extent to which the
federals were surprised in that first onslaught, Various coaanders
have claimed or denied that the atbtack wes enbirvely unespecteds
avidences of gurorise were guite evident in the condition in vwhich the
avtackers found the camps and in {ne mannmer in which the attack was

mets from all these it mmst be assumed that the Federals were nod

zglbidc ] 566"5695

3Cuorn, Army of Tenmessee, 128~130,
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expecting an attack of a gerneral natire o

Elsewhere, the Federals put up a nore delermined resistance.
Sherman's position, az already mentloned, was along a ridpe froenting on
& difficult ravine with his headguarters at Shilelr Church, liearing the
first noise of battle, this division was posted along this ridge in
pogition to have a good line of lire at e Confederates as iy crossed
whe ravine, although Ve thickets there aflorded the Coniederales sone
protection. The fjist assault against this position was repuised, bub
frentiss? retrsat left Sherman's left flank unprotected, and he was
foreed to fall ’.>a.c:3..-:.,372 Seauregard mace Shilon Church his headquarters
following the Confederate occucation of Shermants camps, ard, thus, the
small log structure served tvwo opposing armies as headguarwrs on the
s8¢ daye 4n ovder to follow the original plan of battle, that of
trnlag the Federal left flank, the Confederates, were forced to atlack
the divisions under Prentiss and Sherman, which werc encamped in ade-
vance, before they could gel at the lederal left. The Confederates

(LY -

accomplished ihids by slwply hurling thelr aray al the enomy in overw

powering charges. Jhese were scldom pereral along the entire front ab

e same lime bub were singulay and somellies occurred at various

points at the sase time 3 This was a tactic born of mecescity as the

3lthis is one of the great controversial iscues of the battles
However, half eaten recalfasts were found in Prentiss! camps, half
dressed prisorers were taken, and the Federals organized no effective line
in the vicinity of these camps. Johnston, Life of Johnston, S7h=591.

32shernman, Memoirs, I, 236.

33grant, Memoirs, I, 365.
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broken and wooded character of the field, interspersed with a few
clearings and cultivated plots, resisted the formation of ary stable
Federal defense line, Thus, the Confederates were seldom able to
bring pressure upon the entire line at once, as while part of the
Federal line was stable, it might be flucwating in another sector,
Although the Confederate attacls !'ad a demoralizing effect on the
socldiers in line, they did not have the effect on the entire army which
a more concerted and general attack might hawve had,

Soon after the opening of the battle, most of the Federal troops
in the field were engaged, McClernand re-enforced Sherman's left,
W, Hs L, Wallace moved into the center in support of Prentiss, and
Mrlbut's division formed on FPrentiss! left. Grant was eating break—
fagt at his headguarters in Sgvannah vhen he heard the first roar of
cannons announcing the opening of the battle. He immediately boarded
a dispatch beat and set off upsiream, stopping at Crump's only long
enough to arder lew Wallace to hold his troops in readiness. Soon
after arriving on the field, Grant sent orders to Wallace to move at
once to join the Federal right.3h Ty this movement was delayed will
be discussed more fully in connection with other re-enforcementse’

Between 10:00 A, . and noon, the Confederate advance received
its first serious check. Heretofore, the army had moved forward
wainly much as the result of the local charges, but the Federal lefb

and center were finally able to effect a uniform line. Wallace's and

35Horn, Army of Tenressee, 131,
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Hurlbutts divisions, along with the remnants of Prentisst! shatlered
foree, had found a natural line on which to rally,

Along the crest of a ridge there was an old, abandoned road
which, as is common with dirt roads, had been worn and washed out until
it formed a ratural rifle pit.35 In following the ridge, it ran convex
to the atitacking Confederates, therefore, maling it difiicult tc oute
flank, The road had long since been abandoned, and underbursh had
covered its sides, providing even morve protection for the defenders.36
This position was located about tiwee~fourths of a mile to ilie rear of
Prentiss! camps in the center and left of the entire Federal lire and
Just east of the junction of the Hamburg and Savannah and Hamburg and
Purdy Roads, In front of ihe old road, ran a picket fence which pro-
vided additional infantry cover. Moreover, there were logs and other
eefenses hastily prepared by the Federals, ¥rom the depression of this
road the rederal infantry could pour a devastating fire upon an attacker
with very 1little danger of exposing themselves. In addition, all the
available artillery was posted immediately behind the road in order to
add to this weltering fire. It was ®shorter, stronger, compacter, and
more contimous" than the first Federal line.37

Contributing to the strength of this position, the ground in

front, over which the Confederstes had to attack, was ideal for defense,

Bbid,, 132
36puie, History of Morgan's Cavalry, L7,

37 Johnston, Life of Johnston, 600-606.
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Along the right front, a large open plot lmown as Duncan Field sloped
awgy from the line. In the center was a section of wooded undergrowth
which helped prevent organized, massed attack, Un the left front was
ancther field of considoreble gize sloping away in a similor mamer
to Duncan Fields3® In part ef this field imsediately before the
Federal left was a small peacth orchard and behind this a thiclket of
black-jack trees, in which there was a small ponds IHere two batteries
of Tederal artillery were placed, one in the peach orchard and one in
the thicket,® In the deferse slony this lime, W, H. L. ¥allace com-
manded the right, Hurlbut the lefl, and Prentiss the centers

‘¥hen the Confederzies first came on this positicn, tley attempted
to take it in the same manrer in which they had forced all the previcus
Fedoral positions, by localized attacks At first, a brigade charged
the position without success and with dreadful casualties. Then, as
the advancing Confederates came upon the positicr in greater mmbers,
larger detachmonts werc hurled across the fields and thicket., Charge
after charge was made, seme of them reaching the natural rifle pit which
has come to be called the "Old Sunken Road," but the results were the
same, and the Confederates suffered terrible losses. The bullets were

flying so thick that the Comfederates gave the area the name "iornet's

| 38pescriptive information gathored from the restored area of
Shiloh National HMilitary Park by field trip, March, 1953.

39John Allan Wyeth, Life of Ceneral Nathan Bedford Forrest
(Bew York: Harper, 1899), 78. This pond was called "Bloody Pond
because it is sald that the wounded of both armies drank there until
their bleod turmed its color red.
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Neat, w10

Action contimued in this sector for more than four hours, and the
Confederates did not take the position until they had turned both the
Federal right and left flanks. Sherman was slowly forced back on the
Federal right until the Confederates were virtually in the rear of the
"Hornet's Neste" Similarly, the Feder:zd left was turred by repeated
assaulis in that sector.

After personally leading a successful charge against the Federal
right, Johnston was struck by a chance shot and died from loss of blood
a few noments later. Undoubltedly, he embodied the spirit of the Cone
federate attack, amd his loss was sorely felt. As second in command,
Seauregard assumed the direction of the amur.hl

Meamwhile, Brigadier Gereral Daniel Hugyles, comsanding Eraggls
First Division, had gathered all the available artillery and placed it
opposite the Federal position on the M0ld Sunken Road.® In all, twelve
batteries were formed in a single line from which they poured a devastate
ing fire into the Federals.'? By four or five o'clock, the Federals had
boen flanied to such an extent that they were virtually surrounded and
fighting back to back. Realizing the danger of capture, W. Hs L
Wallace sought to retire his forces toward the landing. In retreating

down a shallow ravine, they were caught in a murdsrous cross-fire in

LOgohnston, Life of Johnston, 603-606.

Wbid,, 613-616.
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whilch Wallace was mortally wounded. IHowever, much of the remnants of
his division escaped cap'ture.’*‘-B Hurlot also retired on the Federal
left, as he was contimually mti‘lanl:cd‘hh Prentise in the contier wes
nobt so lucky. Vhen his forces werc surrounded and capiure seemed
imminent, he ordered the troops to cut their way out. This was not
posgivle as his command was entirely encircled, so in order to prevent
its complete destruction, he sur endered with 2200 men, ihe remainder
of his division. This was sboat 5:30 P. HyH°

The Federal line along the abandoned road held from 10:00 A, i,
until almost 6300 P. ¥s These eight hours completely thwarted the Cone
federate atiempts to twrn the Federal left. Had this position Loen
carried three hours earlier, the Confederates probably would have won
tie entire field and either killed or captured cvery man in the Iederal
drmy of the Temessee. There can be litile cQoubt that this one weathered
road, following the low ridge, provided the Federals with their most
successful pogition in the battle. It was tie ey to the conflicte The
Fact that it held oul so long gave tiem time to arrarge anothzr line.
This they did, and from behind it they waited for night to arrive and
with it the re-enforcements which turned the tide of battle the follow—
ing daye.

late in the afternoon of the sixth, Colonel J, Ds Vebslter of

L31pig,, W9
Whroia,, 203-20h,

e
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frantts stafi arranged some twenty-odd pieces of artillery facing south
or up the river. This was the line on which the Federal forces rsllied
for their last stand. 1t was on the crest of a bluff which overlooked
a long and deep ravine lmown as Dill Branch, wiidch opered into the river.
KWith the Tennessee at a high stage, there was water to a considerable
depth in the ravine 40 Tie line followed the Pitteburg and Corinth
road almost due weet from the river, until it intersecled the iiver Road
to Cruap's landing. %here the line tarned north along the latter road
and stretched to the bridze over Srake Creekd? Along ihis line, the
Army of the Tennessee prepared to meet tle day's final attack.

That this atiack was mever wnade in force is a matier of history.
Leauregard, realizing that his army was exhausted, chose to stop the
fights “hetler or not a final surge would have brought complete victory
to the Confederates is a guestion which probably will never be answered,
The only attempt at attack on this line was nade by the brigades of
Brigadier Generals Chalmers and Jackson of fragg's corpse. These bri-
gades on the extreme Confederate vight aitempted to charge this line,
Finding the fire from the artillery very intense and being unable to
advance across the waters an! up the steep banis of Bill Branch, they
fell vack and received from Beaaregard the arder to retire, Ihis ended

the battle on Sunday.l'8

Loowant, Memoirs, I, 3U5.
L7, R, Atlas, I, Plate 12,
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As already mentioned, Grant sent orders on Sunday morning for lew
Wiallace to move his division on the field from Crumpl!s Landing as fast
as possibls, This order reached him at 11130 A. M. 0Of the two roads to
the area of the hattle, he selected the westeramost, which would bring
him on the field on the right of Sherman's camps at a distance of six
miless As he neared Snale Creck, he learned the Federals had been
beaten back and his present course would Wing him up in the rear of
the Confederates, thus cutting him off from the rest of the amy. He
inmediately countermarched almost to his original point of departure,
turned back on the more easterly River Road which followed a more winde
ing route, and crossed Snake Creek by a good bridge near Pittsburg
Landing, The distance to be covered, much of it marshy from the high
waters, was about the same, By the time he could bring his division on
the Tield, it was after nightfall. ¥ e delay may be attributed enw
tirely to the topography, the lack of more definite orders, and the
condition of the roads, and not to Wallace'!s negligence as was charged
impediately after the battle,

Buellts Army of the Chio also {igured prominently in the battle.
He, personally, had left Columbia, Tennessee, on April 3 with the rear
division on his march from Nashville to join Grant at Pitteburg Landing.
He arrived in Ssvannah on the fifih, the same day on which his advanced
division arrived. The other five divisions were marching at sixemile

intervals. Hearing the sounds of batile on the morming of the sixth,

49pid., 169150,



6L

he ordered all his divisions to leave their baggapge and push forward as
fast as possible. He tlen set out with his one division from Savannah
upstream to Pitisburg Landing following the east bank of the streame.
Finding the roads impracticable for artillery, he ordered the guns left
behind to be forwarded to the battlefield by steamer. The one division
was ferried across the river Just at nightfall, part of them arriving
in time for the repulse of the previocusly mentioned last assamlt. By
the following morning, four of his six divisions had been placed in
position on the ficld.so

During the night the two Pederal gunboats, the Iyler and the
lexington, fired shells at regular intervals into the area where the
Coufederates were bivouacked.gl Also, about midnight a drenching rain
began to fall, Partially because of the shells from the gunboats and
partially in order to find shelter from the rain, the Confederatles
retired to the tents of the abandoned Federal camps during the night
and, thus alliowed the Federals to re-occupy com:anding positions so
dearly won in the day's bat‘;;lﬁ.sz

Wallace brought from five to eight thousand men on the field that
night, and Buell!s four diviesions amounted to more than 20,000 mene. Iy

morning the Federals had almost 30,000 fresh troops with which to assume

S0Tbid,, 291-292,

5poneld Davidsen, The Tennessee, The New River, Civil War to
TVA (Rivers of America Series, ed, by Hervey Allen and Carl Carmer,
Few York: rinehart, 19L8), 3%.
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offensive operations, exclusive of those involwed in the first day's
fight. 7To oppose these, the Confederates could muster a scant 20,000,
if that many.gj This compardison of forces is the ley to the vatlle on
the second day. There was really mever a contest, although the Confede
erates put uwp a very stiff fight. They were steadily pushed baclk, until
they left the field in an orderly retreat in mid-afternoon. The Federals
nade no atteapt to follow, although Breckinridge was left with his
comaand to act as a rear g;uard.ﬁ*

Both sides clalmed victory at Shiloh, Certainly it was cne of
the hardest fought and bloodiest battles of 21l time. OFf L0,335 men
who went into battle the total casualties for the Confederates in killed,
wounded, and missing were roported by Beauregard as 10,6914.55 Similay
casualties of the Federals were listed as 13,0L7. Thelr forces had mum~
bered approximately 60,000 including the Arny ef the Chio and the
division at Crump's landing. The Federal forces encamped on the field
on the morning of the first day numbered 37 ,331.56 Although neitler
army would admit defeat, it wos now evident, if it had not been before,
that it would talke more than Southern fire and patriotism fo defeat the
Union juggernante In addition, the Iederals found thelr cremies 40 be

possessed of the qualities which predicted a long and bloedy war,

53Ibid., 637642,
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In nay regpects tie Battle of Shiloh was poorly plamned and more
poorly executed. The Confederates arrived on the field a day later then
they planned. This proved to be 2 costly error as they were unable to de-
cisively defeat the Federals before they were re-ernforced. Contributing
to this late arrival was the terrible condition of the roads leading
across the ridges and through the swamps and marshes between Corinth and
Shiloh, ¥hen they did arrive the Federals were surprised although
they had every opportunity to discover the Confederates as they advanced.

The manner in wnhich the Confederaies were orgenized and the inter-
spaced {lelds and thickets of the rugged terrain of the battlefield pre-
ventad thelr attacking in concerited waves. Thus the battle wzs a series
of separate actions along a single line, The "(0ld Sunken Road,™ located
ac 1t was on a low ridge facing interspaced onen fields and dense
thickets, provided the Ifederals vith the recessary advartage with which
to check the Confederate advance long enocugh Lo provent then from fole
lowing their plans to turn the Federal flank, Dill Branch, with its
gteep banls filled with backwater Irom the river, provided an impassable
barrier behind which the Federals formed their last line on April 6.
This line kept the Confederates from teking Pitteburg Landings hence the
federals wore avle to land re-enforcements which gave then the viectory

the following day.



CHAPTER IV
THE REVACUATION OF CORINTH

Wen the Confederates retrecated from the field at Shiloh, they
were a tired and spent army. Similariy, tie Federals did not pave
the strength to pursue their advantage. 1he casualiies of April 6 and
7 had left both the Confederate Army of Misslssippi and the Federal
Army of the Tennessee unavle to contimue any sort of a campaign. This
was not true of the recently arrived Army of ihe Ohie under Buell. Only
a part of the latter reaciied the scene of action in time for the fighting
on April 7. 7This entire arny was socon brought up; it was a vigorous,
victorious force, eager to do battle with the crippled Confederates, If
the lederals could iLave followed itlem to Corinth and maneuvered then
into a battle there ismediately after Shiloh, it is possible that the
Confederate cause in the west would have been lost, This would have
released men to the easlurn theater, resulting in cenditions similar
to those surrounding the capitulation of the Confederacy following the
loss of the west in 1064, However, the Federsls were unable ‘o strile
this blow iecause of a series of occurrences,

In order to reach Pittsturg Landing in time to save the Army
of the Tennessee, Buell's men had made forced marches. ‘the rugred
terrain and poor roads east of the Tennessee Hlver had caused them
to leave their supply lraing and artillery behind., Thus on the night
of April 7, with the Confedsrates retreating toward the comparative

safety of Corinth, the Army of ti:e Chio found itself without rations
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ard low on amwmnition they were unable to pursue, Ilience, the Confedw
erates were able to retire with much of their Su;&hg)lieSrl

The heavy seasonal rains made roads impassable and washed away
bridges. It was several days before part of the supsly trains could
be brought up and ferried acress the river and even weeks before they
all arrived., Oy tiods tine, 4t was too late for anythins other than a
caatious siege of Corinth. lad they boen able to bring up their supplies
they still could nol have marched immediately. In order to have advanced
on Corinth at once they would have itecn Iorced to construct bridges
across the mumerous streass wiilch lay between their coamps snd the Cone
federates. Throughoul the reaalinder of April, ihe ralns nade novew
ment on @ large scals impossible, DLuring this Wne, e Federals were
encamped on the hizh pround of the rocent battle-field., Iinzally on
kay 2, the river began to recede.z

lcarmviile, Halleck arrived at Pittsburg Lending on April 11
and assuacd active comuand in the fieldss lew~enforcenents arrived
from various quarters to bolster the Federal army. The lonfederates
had evacuated lew Jadrid, iissouri, on the illlssisscippi ludver, larch
13, reviring to Island Number Ten and the Terressece side of the river,
#ajor Cempral dJoin Pope, comuanding lhe ledersls, meneuvercd Lls army

go thal be encireled the Confederates therc, aud a siege reduced the
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island to shambles, On April 7, the second day of the Battle of Shilch,
the ialand was surrendered along with some 7000 men, The Federals
there were then free to re-enforce their comrades at Pittsturg Landing.h
This they did, arriving on April 21l. 3By the first of Hay, the rederals
had 120,000 men aessembled in the vicinity of Pittsburg Landing.S

To oppose this force, Deauregard had roughly 50,000 troops.
Those were the veterans of Shiloh, some Hississippi and Alabama regie
zments which had been recruited, and an army from Arkansas, veterans of
the Battle of Pea Ridge, under Ceneral Sterling Price and General Earl
Van Dorn, #ith these troops, Corinth was placed in a fair state of
defense. A new line was laid out about three miles to the northeast,
in front of the town. In general, it followed a low ridge to the rear
of a wooded marsh from the Mobile and Chio Rallroad on the left to
the Memphis and Charleston Railroad on the rights® Two creeks, which
ran through low and heavily wooded botioms, paralleled tlwe front of
the Confederate lines. 1in order to assail the lines, these difficult
bottoms would have to be crossed., The lines themselves were mere
rifle pits along the crest of the ridge with batieries of artillery
posted in protected places to command the roads from the front,’

From the position of the Federal center where they encamped near

Yftorn, Army of Tennessee, lhle1L5,

Sarant, Memoirs, I, 371-376.

6${orn, irmy of Termessee, 1L5.

Torricial Records, Series I, Vol. 10, 775.
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Pittsturg Landing, two roads led towards Corinth, apsroaching from the
northeeast, These were the Ridge Hoad and the direct road over which
the Confederates had moved to the Battle of Shilch,8 Otier roads
leaving llonterey passed into the Purdy and Corinth road to the west
and, thus, approached Corinth from the north, Two roads connected
Corinth with Hamburg, where Popel!s army was encamped, The roads were
all narrow, unimproved dirt roads, The direct road from Pitisburg
landing was crossed by several small streans, The largest of these
were Chanbers Creek and Seven HMile Creek., The former was six miles
from the Confederate worke, and the latter was only threes These creeks
could not be crossed without bridges, which had to be constructed as the
arny advanced,”

The land wetween Pitisburg Landing and Corinth is rolling, with
high hills occurring sometizses along the larger streams. The greater
part of this area was covered with forests, with intervening clearings
around houses and settlementis, Scrub growth was very thick and virtually
impassable in the low ground but thinned out considsrably along the
ridpes,10 lialleck mentions several times in his reports ithe fact that
the country was thickly wooded and marshy.t:

After the retreat from the field at Shiloh, the Confederales

Schapter III, page L8, - -

0fficial Records, Series I, Vol. 10, 673.

106rant, Memoirs, I, 373.

Uorsicial Records, Series I, Vol. 10, 666.
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took position on Pea lildge near lonterey, halfway between the landing
and Corinth. This ridge was long, although not high, and comsanded the
approaches across Lick Creek. 2 From here » brisk reconnaissances were
made, until the Federals began their advance toward Corinth, At this
tine, the Confederates vegan retiring, as they were furced slowly back
toward their works at Corinth,.

#hen Halleck took comnamnd at Pittlsburg Landing, he virtually
incapacitated Grant by removing him from command of the Army of the
Termessec and making hinm second in command with nothing te do. Halleck,
along with many others, was not at all pleased with Grani's actions
befoare and during the Battle of Shiloh. There was the suspicion that
Grant had not taken proper precantionary measures agaim{; a surprise
attack. There was also a feeling of professional jealousy between the
two generals.i? The Federal forces were organized into three armies
for the march on Corinth., Buell's Army of the Chio formed the center
of the advance. 1he rewly arrived force under Pope was named the Army
of the Mississipni and placed on the left. Hajor General Ceorge H,
Thomas was talen Irom Suell's coumand and placed in charge of the Hrmy
of the Tennessee on the right.u‘ The main ¢lements of the Federel

force began their advance on lMay 415 They did not completely invest

121pid., 753.
13Grant s Memolrs, I, 370.

Ihosficial hecords, Series I, Vol. 10, 672.

B1vid,, 665.
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the Confederate works until ¥ay 28 ,16 Thas, twenty-feur days were taken
to march the army over a distance of lese than nineteen miles,

This is explained by the cautious apnroach used by Hallecke In
the advance the Federals used all the precautions of siege warfare., In
addition to the difficulty of travel over the irrvegular terrzin and
poor roads, the Fedorals were ordered to entrench each position as they
advanced: This made the movement extreuwely slows:! Sherman's division
on the extreme right constructed seven distinet entrenched camps between
Shiloh and Corinth, He seems to think that this was valuable training
for kis insxperienced troopseld Finally, on oy 29, tie entire Iederal
arvy vias before Corinth and in close contact with: the Cenfederate lims.l9

leanwhile, within the Cenfederate lines all was not well. They
had evacuated almost all thelir wounded from Shiloh, and the small town
of Corinth wag unable Yo successfully house and treat them. An urgent
call was made for dectors from the surrounkiing area, Many Confederate
women left their homes to come o Corinth and care for the wounded.

The tcwn, situated on low ground, did not have an adequate water supply.
Soon the welle became contaminated, resu.ting in an epidemic of typhoid
fever. In addlition, there was an epidemic of measles, and trouble with

supplies brought on malmtritlion and hungers. Soon the ailing trocps,

lécrant, demoirs, I, 379
170, R, 4tlas, I, Plate 13,

1Borricial Records, Series I, Vol. 10,7hb.

arat, Yemoirs, I, 379
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of which abeut 5000 had been wounded at Shiloh, mimbered arcund 18,000,
Corinth became one large hospital ward, Svery available tuilding was
used to house these men, and these were coften izmdequa’oe,zo As & ree=
sult of these conditions and the vastly superior rFederzl force asproache
ing his front, Besuregard began to evacuate Corinth on May 26, The
movenent was corpleted on ¥ay 29, the day before the Federals entored
the works, The Confederates werc able to remove almost all their men
and supplics southward along the Mobile and Chio Railroad,?l

o

Thus therc was no decisive engagement at Corinth., The battle
which might have ended the war in the west and greatly hastened the
defeat of the Confederacy was not Tought. Poor roads, excessive rains,
diffienlt terrain, and poor leadership combined with a lack of knowledge
of the whereabouts of ihe Confederate troops contributed to the slowness
of the Federals in -ollow:m" their advantage geined at Shiloh, On &
other hand, the location of Lorinth, the poor water supcly, and the
gereral urhealihfulress of the Confederate aruy caused it Lo withdraw
rather than male a stand,

The loss of Corintlr forced the Confederates back on 2 line across
central Mississippi. Vicksburg becazme the most important Confederate
city in the Mississipri Valley, First Fort Pillow and then Memphis fell
to tie Federals, They now controlled all of West Temessee and the

rivers adjacent to it. They also dominated the Hemphis and Charleston

20iiorn, Army of Temnesses, 1h6~149,

2dorficial hecards, Series I, Vols 10, 762-76L.
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Railroad, the most vital communications artery in the Confederate west.
This provided the Federals with bases from which to invade Mississippi
and Alabama. The Confederates were never able to drive the Federals
from West Tennsssee and again occupy that region. From here the scene
shifted to ¥iddle Temnessee and Confederate efiarts to retake their

lost territory there.



CHAPTER V

CONCLUSION

Throughout the compaigns in West Ternessee, the conditions of
e topography played a very prominent role, The Civil Far was a cone
flict in which communications werc extremely poor in texms of presents
day warfare. In the begimning, the Confederates were unable to occupy
the banks of the Chio River as & natural line along which to form
their defense. Inability to occupy this line also cost them control
of the Cumberland and Temmes:ee Rivers at their mouths on the Chio,
These rivers formed the fatal pathways used by the Federals to invade
the heart of Tennessee.

In providing a defense against the Federal invasions along these
water courses, very poor judgment was used in the selection of the site
of Fort lenry, Its location subjoected it to effective attack from both
land troops and gunboats. e high water, which almost surrounded the
fort at the time of tw attack, made commnication slow and the entire
position difficult to defend, Fort Donelson, situated in a rmch more
advantageous locality, was nevertheless handicapped by topography which
denied the use of any averme of escape. 7This resulted in the loss of
valnable mampower to the Confederacy. The fort and its outworks were
strong for a sefensive position, for the ridges provided its garrison
with an excellent line of fire on an attacking foe. It is significant
that, unlike Fart Henry, the elevated river defenses on the bluff at

Donelson successfully repulsed the Federal gunboats. Horeover, the only
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part of the outer works which were taken by direct assault were the ine-
completed and undernanned rifle pits on the extreme right., This, however,
led to the surrender of the fort. It nmay be assumed that with better
plamned and more complete construction, Fort Donelson might have prem
gented a more serious obstacle to the Federal advance.

Again, topography was a prominent factor in the late arrival of
the Confederates in lire of battle at Shiloh. Poor roads and marshy
ravine bottoms caused the army to delay its attack a whole day, when time
wag most precious. The rains of the season turrned the soft clay soll
of the rolling hills into a gquagmire and prevented the various detache
rents from following their schednle, Also, the lateau remnant which
formed the battlefield at Shiloh provided the federal army with a strong
natural position. The interspaced woods and fields, cut by ravines
£illed with undergrowth, gave the Federals points on which to rally;
this same irregularity of terrain preveried the Confederates from
attacking in concerted strength., The slightly elevated position of the
#01d Sunken Hoad" and the difficulity of assault from its fromt provided
the Federals with a natural fartification which actually saved the day
for them.

The rugged terrain east of the Temessee kiver in Hardin County
caused the Army of the Chio to leave its supplies and axrtillery behind
in order to gt to the field at Shiloh, In turn, this prevented
Buell's fresh troops from malding an effective pursuit of the Confederates,
ag they retreated toward Corinth, Slowness in bringing up the supply
trains, coupled with the difficulty of the roads through the marshy

bottoms between Pittsburg Landing and Corinth, and the timidness with
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which the Federals advanced, caused the delay which allowed the Confed-
erates to successfully evacuale Corinth. Finally, the actual location
of Corinth itself on low ground sur:ounded by marshes and creeks cone
tributed to ihe health protlems of the Confederale army to such an
extent that it was forced to male that evacuation. As a result the
Federals were able to occupy all of West Tennessee, exercise control
of much of the Mississippi and Temmessee Rivers, occupy and hold the
¥emphis and Charleston Railroad, and launch the offernsive which
eventually split the South with the capture of New Orleans by Federal

forces.



BIBLIGCRAPHY




PHINARY MATENTALS

Government Docunents

Jewell, W, B., "Geology and Minecral Resources of Hardin County,
Tennessee," Tennessee Ceologic curvey Dulletin 37, Nashville:
Anbrose, 1931,

The War of the Rebellions A Compilation of the 0fflcial Records of
the Union and Confedcrale ArmieS. [0 VOlSe WaBLingLon: GOverne
nent Printing OfTice, 1080-1501,

the Unlon and Confederale Armies, ALlas, 2 VOLS. HasiirgLons
Government Printing Of;i‘ice',—mﬁilﬁi .

The ¥War of the Rebelllens A Cmngilation of the Official Records of

Biographies, Memoirse, and letters

Duke, Basil W., His‘%.oig of liorgan's Cav « UCineinnati: iiamd
Printing and Publishing Cosy 1067, '

Grant, Ulysses S., Personal demoirs of U, 8. Grant. 2 vols. New York:
Webster, 1885,

Johnston, William Preston, lhe Life of General Albert Sidney Johnston.
New York:s Appleton, 1878,

Sherman, Wiiliam T., demoirs of General Willlam T, Sherman., 2 vols.
New York: Appleton, 1875

SECONUARY SOUHCES

Davidson, Donald, The Tennessee, The New River, Civil War to TVA.
Rivers of America Series, ed. by hervey Allen and Carl Carmer,
Few Yorks Hinebart, 19L0.

Horn, Stanley F., The Army of Termessec, HNew York: Bobbs lerrill, 19L1.

Killebrew, J. B., Introduction to the Hesources of Tenmgssee. Nashville:
Tavel, Lastman, and Howell, 107Ls

Ridley, Bromfield L., Battles and Sketches of ithe Army of Tennessee,
Mexico: Hissouri Printing Co,, 1906.




8o

Wa.‘!nslay, Jamss Elliott, "John Buchanan Flgyd,” Dicti of American
logrephys 21 vols, including index, ed. by ston and
amas Malone, New York:s Scribmerts, 1928-19hk,

Williams, T, Harry, Lincoln and Mis Generals. New York: Enopf, 1952,

Wyeth, John Allan, Life of General Nathan Bedford Forrest. New Yorki
Harper, 1899,

LIST OF RELATED MATERIALS NOT CITED

Biographies

Henry, Robert Selph, "First With the Most" Forrest. DNew Yorks Bobbs
Herril}., 191113*

Jordan, Thomas and J« P« Prior, The of Lieutenant General
N. B. Forrest, and of Forrestls & Rew York: Blelock, 1B68S.

Roman, Alfred, The Milit retions of General Beauregard. 2 vols.
New York: Harper, ﬁ = &

Seits, Don C,, Braxion Bragg, General of the Confederacy., Columbia:
The State CQ«, m

Books
(Qlagisr, Willard, Battles for the Union, Hartford: Gilman, 1878,

Gosnell, He Allen, Guns on the Western Waters. Baton Rouge: Louisiana
State University Press, 10LJ»

Histories of Military Units

Haneoclc; Re Rey Hancouk®s Diary, A History of the Second Temnessee
Confederate Cavalry. Nashville: EBrandon, 1887,

Head, Thomas A., Campaigns and Battles of the Sixteenth Regiment,
Tennescee Volunteers. Nashvilles Cumberland Presbyterian
Publishing House, 1885,




81

YcMurray, W, J., History of the Twentieth Tennessee Regiment Volunteer
Infantry, C. S. &, Nashvilles 100L. ‘

¥orton, John Watson, The Artiliery of Nathan Bedford Foriest's Cavalry.
Nashville: lethodist Publishing House, 1909,

Neal, V. A., An Illustrated History of the Missouri Engineer and the
Iwenty~fifth Infantry Regimonts, U. S, A, Chicago:s Donohue and
Hermeberry, 1889,

Rennolds, Edwin He, 4 History of the Herry Coupty Commands. Jackson~
ville: Sun Press, 150L.

Vaughng &+ Js, Personal Record of the Thirteenth Hegiment, Tennessee
Infantry, Jemphis: “Toof, 1097.

Youngs Je Py ihe Seventh Tenressee Cavalry, A History. Nashvilles:
¥ethodist Publishing House, 1850,




	University of Tennessee, Knoxville
	Trace: Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange
	6-1953

	The Topographical Influences on the Campaigns in Middle and West Tennessee during the First Year of the Civil War
	William Blair Scott
	Recommended Citation


	tmp.1375891793.pdf.fMhmR

