e LINIVERSITY of

ELEERAE University of Tennessee, Knoxville
I I Trace: Tennessee Research and Creative
M FExchange

Masters Theses Graduate School

8-1940

A Way of Living Study of Thirty Families in
Divernon, lllinois

Lucy A. Parkey

University of Tennessee - Knoxville

Recommended Citation

Parkey, Lucy A., "A Way of Living Study of Thirty Families in Divernon, Illinois. " Master's Thesis, University of Tennessee, 1940.
https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes/2586

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by the Graduate School at Trace: Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Masters Theses by an authorized administrator of Trace: Tennessee Research and Creative Exchange. For more information,
please contact trace@utk.edu.


https://trace.tennessee.edu
https://trace.tennessee.edu
https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk_gradthes
https://trace.tennessee.edu/utk-grad
mailto:trace@utk.edu

To the Graduate Council:

I am submitting herewith a thesis written by Lucy A. Parkey entitled "A Way of Living Study of Thirty
Families in Divernon, Illinois." I have examined the final electronic copy of this thesis for form and
content and recommend that it be accepted in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Science, with a major in Human Ecology.

Elizabeth Speer, Major Professor

We have read this thesis and recommend its acceptance:

Jessie W. Harris, Ella J. Day

Accepted for the Council:
Dixie L. Thompson

Vice Provost and Dean of the Graduate School

(Original signatures are on file with official student records.)



To the Committee on Graduate Study:

I submit herewith a thesis written by Lucy A.
Parkey and entitled "A Way of Living Study of Thirty
Femilies in Divermon, Illinois," and recommend that it
be accepted for nine quarter hours credit in partial
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree oI Master
of Science, with & major in flome llanagomentce

To s €
Major Proressorxr

At the request of the
Committee on Graduate Study,
we have read this thesis,
and recommend its acceptance.

ﬂw_%%,

Accepted for the Graduate Committee

Dean




A WAY OF LIVING
STUDY OF THIRTY FAMILIES
IN DIVERNON, ILLINOIS

A THESIS

Submitted to the graduate Gommittee
The Uhiversity of" Tennessea .

-4n ‘ ‘
Partial Fulfillment of the Reqniraments'

for the degree of
Master of Secience

by
LUCY A. PARKEY

August 1940

s



28 Jhw A\ sily w0

i3

ACEKNOWLEDGMENT

The author wishes to aclmowledge her
indebtedness to iirs. Elisabeth L. Speer,
Professor of Home Management, University of
Tennessee, for her encouragement and guid-
ance In this atudy.

Appreciation is also expressed to
the Mayor, Tax Collector, Supervisor and
the thirty femilies.

L.A.P.

e = VA



434

TABLE OF CONTERTS

CHAPTER PAGE
I, INTRODUCTION ¢ s o o o o =« ® o o o o o & @ o 1
II [ C OMMUN ITY ® & 0 & @ & o & & o ¢ o e o ¢ ¢ 9 4

ITI. SOCIAL, ECONOMIC AND RELIGIOUS STATUS OF
THIRTY FAMILIES « ¢ o « o« o 0 ¢ o o ¢ o o 1l
IV. EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR OF HOMES AND

HOME CONVENIENCES o o o o ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o o 52
V. SUMHARY AND RECOMMENDATIONS o ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ e o o 48
BIBLIOGRAPHY ¢ o o 5 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ o « « o 0 @ & o 51

APPENDH [ ] [ ] o < ¢ o & L] ] L/ L] [ ] [ ] L] [ ] e b o @ ] 52



iv
LIST OF TABLES

TABLE PAGE
I. Census of Divernon, Illinois es Taken

In June, 1938 o o 6 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 ¢ 0 0 o ¢ o 6
II. Kembers of Household Living at Home With
Age and Education of Each ¢ ¢ ¢« ¢ o ¢ ¢ o o o 12
III. Occupations of Members of Thirty Families « « ¢ 15
IV. Incomes of Divernon Families o e ¢ ¢ o ¢ ¢ ¢ o 17
V. Incomes of Thirty Families and Percentage
on Relief + o o o o ¢ o ¢ o a ¢ ¢ 0 ¢ o o o.0 18
VI. Insurance, Savings and Property Owvned
by Thirty Families Studied « o o ¢ o o o o o 21
VII. Recreationsl Activities Enjoyed liost
by Family Members « ¢« « o ¢ o ¢ ¢ o s o o o o 24
VIII; Newspapers, Books and Magazines, and

Music Enjoyed by Thirty Families . 26

[ ]
L}
L ]
[ ]
[ ]

IX. Food Scores Received by lNenus of
Thirty Femilies ¢ o 4 o o6 0 6 0 0 0o 0 0 o o 28
Xa. Children Away from Home, Reason for Leaving,
and dost Usual Age at Marriage « ¢ ¢« « ¢ « ¢ 30
Xb. Location and Occupation of Children
Avay from HOmE® o « o ¢ ¢« o6 ¢ ¢ ¢ ¢ 6 0 o« ¢ o Ol
XI. BHomes Owned and Rented by Thirty Famllies « « o« 33
XII. Condition of Homes of Thirty Families ¢ « ¢ o o 36



TABLE PAGE
XIII. Number and Kind of Rooms in Homes of
Thirty Famlilies < « o s s ¢ o s ¢ « ¢ ¢« « ¢« o 36
XI?. Storage and Work Area in HOMOS o« o s o « o o o 38
XV. Number of Bedrooms and Beds of Thirﬁy' o |
‘ Families o o o o o o s ¢ o a5 o s 0 0 0 s s 42
XVI. Household Conveniences Enjojed 5y‘Tﬁift§ o
Families. s o s s b e s b e s a o« a o ;.. .“. 43
XVIi. Weter Supply, Lighbing, Heating emd

Sani.tary Condltions « ¢ o ¢ ©» o o o @ U 47



CHAPTER I
INITRODUCT ION

This is a study of thirty families living in Divermon,
I1linois and the surrounding area. The aim is to picture
the homes; their furnishings; the sige of the families; the
education, religion, social and physical conditions; the
incomes and their savings and investments.

The subject was selected because the investigator
felt the information learned might help her when planning
a course of study in hame economics for the Divernon Town-
ship High School. She felt that her teaching might become
more effective if the home economics course of study was
planned to meet the needs of the particular cammunity.

The families studied were chosen for threc reasons.
First, they represented homes of the students of the inves~
tigator in twenty-~five cases and the other five were homes
of particular interest to her. Second, the investigator
felt they were representative of the families of the town
in nationality, religion, education and financial status.
Third, they were families the investigator thought would
cooperate in giving, freely, information about their homes
and families.
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Twenty-seven of the families studied lived in Diver-
non and the other three lived on farms in the township and
seht their children to the Divernon Township High School.

The data for the study were obtained by all of the
following means: personal interview, statistics, questionw
neire and class problems. The information was collected
over a period of two years.

The mayor of the town furnished information about
the origin and develomment of the town. Data in regerd to
those on relief and federal employment were secured from
the files of the Township Supervisor, father of the investi-
gator. The Tounship tax collector was glad to supply the
needed information ebout the tex conditions.

One of the high school boys was hired by the investi-
gator in June, 1938 to take a census of the town and deter-
rine the population and nationelities of the familiese.

The investigator plamed her own questiomnaire, using
one that kad been foxrmulated by the School of Home Econamics
of the University of Tennessee as a basise

Fifteen of the thirty gquestionnaires used in the
study were filled out by the investigator in the presence
of the mother or mother and father. The other fifteen were
filled out by the perents themselves and the investigator
checked the questionnaire with a member of the family when
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"~ he or she veturned it. In all cases the parents knew why -
the information was being secured. - '
The information about the food consumption of the-
thirty femilies was secured by a class problem in twentye
five casdes and by personal interviews in the other five

cases« In each case menus for a whole day were sesdureds



. CHAPTER II
COMMUN ITY

The investigator found Divernon, Illinois to be a
small town, located sizxteen miles south of the Capitol city,
Springfield, on route 66.

The late iir« BAd Lewis was the first settler. He and
his family came to what is now lmown as Divernon in 1887,
The cammmunity continued to grow and in 1912 the Madison
Coal Company opened a coal mine there. People moved in
from many distriots in order to secure employment and the
once open prairie grew to be a prosperous mining town with
a population of 3,500, The financisl depression came at
the close of tha World Wer and with it all of the labor
difficulties that usually accompany a period of dspresslon.
The miners were not satisfied with their pay or working
oconditions and severgl strikes resulted. On May 5, 19256
the mine was closed énd never opened againe

lany of the miners continued to live in Divernon
because they owned property that could not be disposed of,
many were foreign by birth and did not have the education
necessary to secure employment in other fields of work, and
th‘e financial depression that was prevalent all over the

nation made it hard for anyone to secure a job.
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The closing of the mine had a hazardous effect upon
the commnity in many respects. Some of the results were:
the value of property decreased, property owners had to sell
in order to pay their taxes, many taxes remsined unpaid
although the people continued to live in the houses, the
Madison Coal Company sold their buildings and the purchasers
Wwrecked and moved them away, and a large percentage of the
families had to resort to public charity for a livinge.

At the time this study was made there were 947 indi-
viduals, representing 317 families, living in Divernon.
These families represented fifteen nationalities and five
religions. Table No. I represents the findings made
possible by a census the investligator had taken in June,
1938. The percentage of foreign born was over one=third of
the total population.

Of the 317 families 186 were self=-supporting and 131
were on the relief roll to receive aid in somes form. Sixty=
five families were dependent upon direct relief as thelr
only means of securing a living, 50 were securing their
income from the Works Progress Administration, National
Youth Administration and Civilian Conservation Corps jobs.
The remaining 16 families received aid only occasionally
in the form of doctor bills, hospitalization and only for
short periods of time when they were without gainful employ~

ment.
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Divernon Township contained several large faerms.

The owners paid large sums in taxes upon these farms and
the whole township depended for support chiefly upon the
taxes collected from them plus the small amount of taxes
paid into the treasury by property owners in towne.

The town had a capable marshal who was responsible
for takting care of the streets and alleys as well as for
the police protection. Ie had been assisted by Works
Progress Administration and National Youth Administration
projects with the result that Divernon had good streets and
sidewalks, clean alleys, well pruned trees and a well kept
village green that was known as the park. The park, a block
square in size, was located in the center of the towm and
had a band stand in the center to be used for band concerts
and open air services of different kinds.

The village hall housed the jail and fire truck.

The fire department wes composed of eight unpaid men
appointed by the town board.

The city water system was supplied by Lake Spring-
field and could be used by anyone who would pay for having
connections made and a fee of $1.20 per month.

There were three grocery stores, two combination
grocery and dry goods stores, one dry goods store, a drug
store, hotel, barber shop, beauty salon, telephone office,

second class post office, three garages, a blacksmith shoy;,



ice house, grain elevator, railway station, and lumber
company located in the town.

The Illinois Central Railroad had a line through the
town that was uwsed more for freight and express than for
passenger transportation. For other means of transportation
the inhabitants depended upon the Santa Fe bus, a privately
owned taxi and their own automobiles.

The town had four churches. The Catholiec had the
largest membership as approximatsly one-third of all the
religious affiliations of the town were Catholic. There
were three protestant churches; Presbyterian, Baptist, and
ldethodist. Each church had at least two services every
Sunday and all of the protestant churches had an active
Sunday school. The Baptist and Presbyterian churches had
active young people'!s organizations that mst each Sunday
evening.

There were separate buildings for the high and graded
schools and eath school had its own board of directors.
Both buildings were two=-story brick structures with eight
class roomss The high school had an assembly hall with a
seating capacity of 135 and a spacious gymmasium that was
used by both schools for basketball gemes and various pro-
grams, The gymnasiun was the commnity center and the

various orgenizations such as: Faym Bureau, Alumni Association
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and Rural Electrification Administration held their regular
m3etings in it. The teacﬁsrs taught nine :;xonths and their
annuel salayxries were divide& into twelve payments. .'I'he
graded school employed eight teachers and a janitor-and-
yard~suporintendent while the high school employed seven
teachers and two janitor-and-yarde-superintendents: The
janitor at the graded school worked ten months &and those at
ths high school woyxked eleven mont;hs. The high school
teachers! salaries ranged from $1,150.00 to {$2,700.00 paid
to the principal. The average salary paid the teachers,
other than the principal, was $1,315.00« The enyrollment in
the graded school for the term 1939-40 was 155 while t;he
high sohoél had 129 for the seame period of time.

The Works Progress Administration recreation center
and library, ﬁilliard hall, bowling alley, a reservoir that
had been used by the mine but was being used as a swimming
pool, aﬂd an organiged baseball league were the forms of
public recreatlion availaeble for the young folks. There
were three taverns where the young middle aged men apeﬂt
much of their leisure time visiting and playing cards. The
investigatox; is of the opinion that the taverns are detri-~
mental forms of amusement in that they take young men into
& poor enviroament and there they drift into the expensive
habit 'of card playinge.
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The adults had several orgenigations that could be
used to occupy some of their leisure time. The Womans®
Club was one of the astrongest organigations and probably
did more for the communlty than any other one organization.
It sponsored a baby clinic, had all of the graded and high
school children vaccinated for smallpox, tested for tuber-
culosis and given the Schick test. It had sponsored an
eannual physical exemination of all school children for a
period of six yeers previously. It sponsored the Works
Progress Administration hot lunch project at the graded
school and the Works Progress Administration library.

There were active organizations oi each of the follow-
ing: KHodern Woodmen, Hasons, Anti-Hoyse Thief, American
Legion, Eastern Star, Progressive iMiners of America, and
scme of the towns people belonged to the Farm Bureau and
met with the rwral people in the high school gymmasium onoe
a monthe

For other forms of commercial amusemsent the inhabe

itants went to neerby small towns and to Springfield.



CHAPTER III

SOCIAL, ECONOLIC AND RELIGIOUS STATUS
OF THIRTY FAMILIES '

The study of thirty famiiiesvliving in Divernon,
Illinois revealed the average size of thé families in tha
particular group to be 4.6. The usuel family was composed
of perents and two or three children. There were two broken
families. In one case the parsents were separated and in
the other the mother was dead. This situation seemed con-
sistent with other studies made by Iseleyl in 1937 and
Groves.2 Statistics on marriage and divorce in the United
States veported one divorce out of seven marriages in 1932,3
therefore, the atudy appears to imply that Diveinon homes
are relatively agtable.

The fathers in the study were older than the mothers.
Thelr average ages were 5l.2 years and 48 years respectively.
The ages of the children ranged fram two to thirty-nine
years with an average age of fifteen for both boys and girls.
Data concerning the age and education of members of the

l. Helen lMaywood Iseley, Living S of Home Economics
%5::?18 in Pinellas Coﬁn%x, %o"g'?ﬂ?xg, HWestorts Thesis,
@ 1

versity o nnessee s De 10,

2. Ernest Re. Groves, The American Family, pe. 265.

S« Marriage and Divorce Census, 1932, U. S. Department of
Commerce, Weshington, De Cey, De Ll.
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households in this particular group are shown in Table No. II.

The education of the mothers was better than that
of the fathers. The range in grades completed by the fathers
was from the fourth grade to high school and that of the
mothers was from the eighth grade to two years of college
training. The most usual grade completed by the fathers was
the eighth while an equal number of mothers completed the
eighth grade and high schools The fact that the mothers
were beti;er educated than the fathers is characteristic of
the education of parents in the studies made by Mercer? and
Iseley.5 Forty per cent of the families studied were of
foreign birth and the parents had not attended American
ephoola'. Ten fathers end eleven mothers attended foreign
achools orﬁ.y.

The children of this particular group of families
were securing a better education than their parents had
received. There were forty-three boys and thirty girls at
home. Thirty~eight of the boys and twenty-nine of the girls
were above s8ix years of age. Nineteoen of the boys had

4, Mrse Frank A. Mercer, Survey of Family Liv Conditions

in Madison Count 'I'ennesaee, Hasteris TheBis, UNLvVersity
of Tennesses, I§§5, P. 15,

5. 1Iseley, op. cit., p« 1ll.



TABLE II

MEMBERS OF HOUSEHOLD LIVING AT HOKE

WITH AGE AN)D EDUCATIOXN OF EACH
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completed high school and ons had taken a business college
course. Eight girls were high school graduates, two had
taken business college courses, one had completed two years
of college training at a State Normal and one hed a liaster's
degreses Agaln the study revealed the females to be securing
a better education than the males.

One~third oi the famllies studied were Catholics,

One family did not profess to have a religious preferencee
The remaindeyr belonged to protestant churches,

Twenty-one males and seven femeles were gainfully
employed in private work. Seventeen males and four femeles
vers receiving some iform of relief. Twelve males and one
female were employed on lWorks Progress Administiration projects
vhile four males and two femeles were doing lational Youth
Administration work. One man was yreceiving 0ld Age Assistence.
This study revealed 41.6 per cent of the individuals employed
were receiving rolief in some form and 45 per cent of the
families studied were on relief., (Table No. III)e.

Of the thirty famllies 666 per cent had less than
$1,500.,00 annual income, 46,8 per cent less than $1,000.00
and 10 per cont less than $500.00. The report made by the
Hational Resources Committee® revealed 65 per cent of the
mm::nomes Committee, "The Consumer Spends His

Income," Report, Superintendent of Documents, Washington,
DC c.’ 1939’ pp. 4’ 7. 80



TABLE III

CCCUPATIONS OF MEMBERS OF THIRTY FARILIES
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incomes of the 39 million incomes received in the United
States to be less than {51,500.00, 42 per cont less than
$1,000,00 and 14 per cent less than {500.00. Table No. IV
éhows the main contrast between the two studies to be:
five per cent more in this study were receiving incomes less
than $1,500.00; three per cent more were receiving less than
$1,000.00; and four per cent less were receiving less than
$500.,00 than in the 39 million families.

Further study of the incames of this study revealed
one-third of the families receiving between §234.00 and
$754.00, one-third between §754.00 and $1,200.00 and one=
third between $1,200,00 and §3,050.00 income in the year
1939. The National Resources Committee found the first two-
thirds to be grouped below $780.00 and $1,450.00 respec-
tively. (Table No. V).

The greatest contrast between the two studies was in
the percentages of the families in the different income
groups that were receiving relief some time during the year.
Ninety per cent of this study's lower third was on relief in
contrast to 30 per cent of the 13 million families in the
NHational Resources Report. Forty per cent of the middle
third and 10 per cent of the higher third in this study were
receiving relief while 13 per cent of the 13 million found
in the middle third were receiving aid.
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INCOMES OF DIVERNON FAMILIES
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TABLE V

INCOMES OF THIRTY FAMILIES
AND PERCENTAGE ON RELIEF
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Five families in this study did not spend anything
for health during the year 19393 fourteen spent less than
$20.00; twenty-two less than §$50.00; end six spent between
$60.00 and $300.00. The two largest emounts were $190.00
spent by & mother for an operation and $300.00 spent for the
hospitalization of two brothers after a seriocus automobile
accident. There were 138 individuals included in this study
and therefore, medical care cost $9.03 psr capita in contrast
to $20.00 per capita as shown by the National Resources Com=
mittee's report.7

The fathers and mothers spent about the same for
clothing, the averege cost being 30,00 and $29.50 respec=
tivelys The clothing for the chlldren ranged in cost from
$2.00 to $150.00s. The average spent by the boys was $37.00
and by the girls was §34.40. Same clothing was given to the
relief families by the Illinois Emergency Relief Committee
and by relatives and friends. The clothing that was glven to
them was not considered. Contrasting this study with that of
the 39 million the following interesting facts are revealed:
the lower third in this study spent $24.28 per capita, the
middle third $26.95 and the upper third $49.26 in contrast
to $16.00, $32.00 and $$73.00 spent by the 39 million. Thus

7. National hesources Committec, Ope cit., pe 37.
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we are led to believe that the lower third of Divernon's
population dressed elmost as expensively as the middle third
and that the upper third were in accord with the Hational
Resources Committee's report.8

Life insurance was the major form of saving found in
this study. (Table Ho. VI)s Individual policies were carried
by 50 per cent of the fathers, 46.6 per cent of the mothers,
and 41 per cent of the children. They ranged from $350.00 to
$8,000,00 in value. The usual policy was (500,00 in the case
of the mothers and children and $2,000.00 for fathers. One
davghter, a school teacher by profession, had an annuity
policy that will be paid up in 1942,

Seven families reported bank accounts and one had a
postal savings account. The savings eccounts ranged in
amount from $150.00 received by a high school girl for
injuries received in an automobile accident to $3,000.00
omed by a farmer family. The farmer was the only one to
report more than $800.00 cash savings.

Five families had invested money in real estate rang-
ing in value from $200.00 invested in a garage to {40,000.00
for a farm.

Seventeen automobiles and one Model T Ford truck were

owned by the thirty families. Seven of the automobiles were

8. nNational Resources Committee, op. cit., pe 28.
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INSURANCE SAVINGS AND PROPERTY OWNED BY
TEIRTY FAMILIES STWDIED
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purchased new and the other ten second hand. One Pontiac
sedan was purchased new in 1939, while two Fords and four
Chevrolets were purchased second hand in the same years The
estimated velue of the automobiles ranged from $88.00 to
$850.00 and the owner of the Ford truck estimated its value
to be $10.00. The Chevrolet car was the most popular make
of sutomobile and the Ford was the second most popular. A
1937 Dodge and 1940 Poantiac wore the most expensive models
to have been purchased new by any of the thirty families.

Table VI revealed seven families without eany form of
savings or investment other than house fwumishings and houses
and fourteen without any kind of life insurance. This seemed
to be consiastent with the oonditions found by Jseley in
Pinellas County, Florida.g

Liatening to the radlo seemsed %o be the most usual
type of home recrsation with reeding running a close second.
Other recreationel activitles engaged in at home were sewing,
cards, visiting, and gardening.

Church, Sunday school, and ball gemes were the forms
of community recreation enjoyed by the famllies of this
particular group. This survey did not ineclude the various
programs presented by the schools but the investigator lnew
that almost all of the families included in the study attended

g: mey’ §§. Oitoa p‘ 32.
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the various school activities if they had a son oy daughter
taking part in the programe. (Table No. VII).
| The moving picture show was the most populer form of
cammerclal recreation enjoyed by the family as a whole. The
boys and girls enjoyed dancing, bloycling, sketing, and
bowling. One family did not report any form of recireation
and said, "We do not have time."

Twenty=£five of the thirty families studled enjoyed
the use of radios. The fathers enjoyed listening to news
flashes, ball games, political talks, and comedy and the
mothers were most interested in comedy, orchestrel mmusic and
deematics. The children enjoyed orchestral music much more
than any other typs of program with ball gemss and comedy
ranking second. The latter situation was proﬁably due to the
fact that so many of them enjoyed dancing.

Daily newspapers were subscribed to by twenty-seven of
the thirty families. Three famlilies subseribed to two dally
newspapers aend two families received neither a newspaper nor |
magagine, The Illinois State Journal was the most popular
newspapers Its popularity may have been due to the fact that
it wes delivered before breekfast and the others @ers not
delivered until later in the dey. Three families received

foreign papers and three a local weekly paper. The conditions
were similer to those found by Iseley.lO

10. iseley, Ops cite, Ppe 33~36.



TABLE VII
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RECREATIONAL ACTIVITIES ENJOYED MOST
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Sixty~three per cent of the families subscribed for
one or more magazines., The number of magazines found in
the homes ranged from none to eight and the usual number
was four. (Table No. VIII).

Twelve families owned books of fictiony six, non-
fiction; seven, classicsj and eighteen owned religious books.
The religious books were read most by fathers, and mothers
were about equally divided in interest between religious
books and fiction. The children did not rseport reading anye
thing except fiction.

All of the thirty families hed vegetable gerdens and
grew such vegetables as tomatoes, potatoes, peas, beans,
lettuce, onions and radishes.

Twenty~four families had one or more kinds of fruit
growing upon their premises. Cherries and grapes were the
usual fruits found with peaches running a close second.

Twonty-seven families did home canning. The usual
estimated numbers of jars filled were 100 and 200 and there
were more vegetables than fruits canned. The total estimated
numbexr of jars filled by the twenty-seven families were 1726
of frult and 2135 of vegetables.

Seventeen families raised chickens. Twelve of the
seventeen reported their chickens as supplying &£ll the eggs
needed, fifteen that they supplied all the chickens desired



TABLE VIII
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to eat, and three sold chickens and eggse

Five families owned one or more cows that supplied
all of the milk necessery for family consumption. One
family sold sour cream. (Table No. IX).

A day's menus were secured from each of the thirty
families and scored by the Food Selection Score Card: founmd -
in the Appendix of this volumes The following interesting
facts were found: all of the families served an abundance

of meat; all except one family had at least two vegetables -
in the day's diet, potatoecs were the most popular vegetable;
seven families falled to include either fresh or canned fruit
in their diets; eight families fajled to use milk as a -
beveragé and twenty-one omitted whole grain cereals from the
diet. The range in points received by the menus was from

25 to 80. Fifty-five and sixty points were the most usuai,
and six families!' menus scored between 60 and 80 points.

The conditions may have been due to the fact that the
menus were collected in llay vhen the gardens were supplying
green onions, lettuce and radishes, and the families may have
been using them instead of buying fruits.

Further study of the families revealed that forty-one
children were away fyom home. Thirty-two of them left in
order to secure labor, five to secure a higher education,
¥ Adapted from Score Card of the United States Depertment of

Agriculture Cooperative Extension Work in Agriculture and
Home Economics.



TABLE IX

38

FOOD SCORES RECEIVED BY HMENUS
OF THIRTY FANMILIES

; Credits ;Perfectz Range: :Avereage:
2 $ Score i $ $
: S : s s
H Milk s 20 $ 0«20 1l.,3 ¢
H s s 3 3
: Vegetables ¢ 20 0 - 20: 16.5 @
s : s : s
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and four to marry. They were located in seven different
states, Panama, and the United States Navy. At the time
this study was mede ten were hamemalkeyrs, six machinists,
four malds, three were in college, two in the Civilian
Conservation Corps, and each of the remaining eighteen were
pursuing different occupations. Thirteen boys and fourteen
girls were married. The interesting point about those
married was that the girls megried at an older age than the
boys. The usual age for boys to marry wes 23, 25, and 27,
and of the girls the largest number merried at the age of
28.

Tables No. Xa and Xb reveal the findings about the

qhildren away from home.



TABLE Xa

CHILDREN AWAY FROK HOME, REASON FOR LEAVING,
AND HOST USUAL AGE AT MARRIAGE
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TABLE Xb

LOCATION AYD OCCUPATION OF CHILDREN
AWAY FROli HOME
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CHAPTER IV

EXTERIOR AND INTERIOR OF HOMES
AND HOME CONVENIENCES
Two=-thirds of the families in this study owned their
own homes (Table No. XI). Taxes were due on 30 per cent of
the ovmned homes and renged from $30.00 to $400.00. In one
case the taxes due exceeded the value of the property. The
consumer purchases study as summarized in the Public Affairs

pamphlet, How We Spend OQur Monex,l revealed the following

interesting facts that were used for comparison with these
families: one ocut of five Chicago white families owned their
own home and the proportion ran over 50 per cent in smaller
places such as Boone, Iowa; New Phliladelphia, Ohio; and Beaver
Dem, Wisconsin. All of these were mid-western towns and so was
Divernon, Illinols, and therefore, they aifforded a good com-
parison. The comparison proved the percentage of home owner-
ship in this study to be similar to that in other small mid-
western towns.

In 1939 five families paid between $$60.,00 and $90.00
rent while three paid between $120.00 and {$180.00. One
tenant farmer received the use of a four-room house, two cows,

100 pounds of meat, feed for all the chickens he wanted to

T, haxwoll Se. Stewart, How ¥We Spend Our Loney, Pamphlet
No. 18 (Revised), pubIlc AfTalrs Committee, Inc., New

York’ 1939’ pl 120



_ TABLE XI -

HOZBS OWRED AND RENTED BY THIRTY FAMILIES
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raise and $40.00 a month for his labor. Another family
rented a farm and all the buildings and gave a portion of
the crops produced for the rent,

The condi'.tion of the homes owmed was described as
36,6 per cent good, 23.3 fair and 6.6 poor in contrast to
13,3 per cent fair and 20 poor in the case of the rented
ones. (Table No. XII.)

The houses ranged in size from three to seven rooms.
Twenty-seven of the houses had five and six rooms. Twenty-
f1 e had separate living rooms, twentye~one separate dining
rooms, five combination living and bedrooms and seven bath~
rooms with flush toilets (Table No. XIII).

The study made by Sneed® in 1937 was contrasted with
this study and revealed that the homes in this study had
more rooms, more separate living and dining rooms, and more
baths. At the time the study was made Eagen, Tenness®e, had
only four bathrooms with flush toilets and none of the
families studied had one.

There were seventy separate bedrooms. The range was
from one to five per family and two and three were the usual
numbers found. There was one case in which a family con-

siating of father, mother and children of both sexes occupied

2. Ruth Sneed, Way of Liv% of 26 Homes in Eagen, Tennesseo
Hester's TheSls » Univeralty of Tennes 333,%; Pe 21 -’
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TABLE XII

CONDITION OF HOMES OF THIRTY FAMILIES
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TABLE XIII

HIRTY FAIMILIES
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the same bedroom. One family of nine lived in a home that
had two bedrooms and three beds. For the standard family
composed of parents, two daughters and one son, three bed~
rooms are needed in order to provide privacy.

The investigator found the storage space to be
inadequate. There were fifty-five clothes closets in the
thirty homes. The usual number pexr home was one and two.
Three homes did not have any clothes closets while one had
five. Of the porsonal clothing 83.3 per cent was stored in
clothes closets. ¥Five families reported hanging their cloth-
ing behind the door or on the well (Table No. XIV).

Canned foods were stored in the basement by 76.6 per
cent of the families. There werc twenty-three basements.
Their conditions were described: 366 well constructed,
ventilated and dry; 25.3 well constructed but with poor
ventilation or damp; and 23,3 that water raised in them and
they were poor storage space. The large percentage of base=~
ments was probably due to the cold winter climates

Meat and dairy products were stored in a refrigerator
by 766 per cent of the families. Three families hung their
butter in the well during the warm months. One family said,
"We let the groceryman keep such supplies until we are ready
for them."

IPifty per cent of the homes had pantries wvhere staples



TABLE XIV

STORAGE AND WORK AREA IN HOMES

S Item ¢ Stored Most : Number : Per Cent :
: : Usually ¢ : s
: Storege H : : :
¢ Personal Clothing H Closet : 25 : 833 :
H Bedding S Closet s 15 s 50.0 H
¢ Canned Foods : Basement : 23 s 76.6 :
¢ Staples s Pantry : 15 : 50.0 :
: HMeset ¢ Refrigerator : 23 ¢ 7666 :
¢ Dairy Products ¢ Refrigerator : 23 ¢ 76.6 :
¢ Work Area H H : 3
¢ Kitchen wlth Floor Covering ¢ Linoleum : 29 : 96.6 :
g Kitchen with Pantry : : 15 : 50.0 :
: Screened porches H : 16 : 5343 H
¢ Basement H : 22 s 733 :

——— S
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were stored and bedding was stored in the clothes closet
in the seme number of cases.

The storage places, as a whole, were similar to those
found in family studies made by Mercer® and Iseley.%

The windows and exterior doors were all screened but
8ix families reported them as being in poor condition and
needing repair. Fourteen homes had one or more enclosed
porghes that were used for work centers in all except two
casés. All except two of the living porches were open.

Eighty per cent of the walls were papered and the
floors vernished. The paper was good in twenty homes and
the varnish good on fifteen floors. Only one family reported
no floor coverings and in that instance they hed a very poor
linoleum on the kitchen floor. Eighty per cent of the living
room rugs were fabric and 60 per cent were in good condition.
Fifty-four per cent of the dining room rugs were fabric and
in good condition. A4ll of the kitchens and remaining dining
and living rooms had linoleum rugs on the floor in good con-
dition. Only one of the thirty homes had unpainted bare
floors. When compared to a similaer study made by Sneed® in
1937 the study revealed a larger porcentage of homes with

e Mercef, Ope. cit., p. 25.
4, Iseley, Op. cit., p. 17.
5. Sneed, op. cit., p. 20.
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fabric floor coverings and a smaller percentagé of homes
with bare floors than was found to be trué in the study
made af Eagen, Tennessee.

There were twenty~four living room suiltes in either
good or fair condition, seven studio couches of which four
were in good condition and eighteen dining room suites with
8ix good, eleven feir and one in poor condition.

One family did not heve a dresser and the most usual
numbers found were one and three. Seventeen of them were
in good condition and the others needed refinishings.

The number of chairs ranged from three to fifteen.
There was one family that did not have enough chairs to
seat all of the family at the table at one time.

There were ninety beds in these homes. They ranged
from two to five to theo home. Twenty of the thirty families
had three beds each.' The number of beds appeared to be ample
in all except three cases. In one there were two beds for
8ix Individuals, in another there were nine members of a
femily to occupy three beds and a diven. The third instance
was 11 the home of a family who had the misfortune of having
their home and practically all of their furnishings des-
troyed by fire in January, 1940. In the latter case the
family was living in a temporary home and had three beds and
a divan to satisfy the needs of seven individuals. The beds



ware all described as good or fair. (Table No. XV)e

Seventeen of the families used coal ranges, three
electric ranges, six kerosene, one gasoline, and four had
both a coal range and a kerosene stove for cooking purposes.
Possibly ﬁore people would use electric stoves if the cost
of the electric current would permit.

Twenty~three families had some form of refrigeration
of vwhich fourteen were ice voxes and nine were electric
refrigerators. The percentage of electric refrigerators
was low vhen compared to the study made by Sneed.® This
situation was probably due to the cheap current the Tennessee
Valley Authority mede possible for the Temnessee communities.

The number of vacuum cleaners found in this study was
interesting vhen one considers the fact that 45 per cent of
the feamilies studied were on relief and 40 per cent of them
were foreign families, Of the thirteen vacuum cleaners found
two belonged to families having less than {754.00 annual
income, three to families with incomes less than $1,200.00
. and nine to families with incomes of more than $1,200.00. Only
one family in the upper third did not have a vacuum cleaner.
(Table No. XVI). ‘

All of the homos were very well kept except two. In
one case the mothsyr did not stay at home much of the time
and in the other the family was a large one living in crowded
conditions. The foreign families appeared to be very thrifty.

6. Sneed, op. cit., p. 26.



TABLE XV

NUKBER OF BEDROOKS AND BEDS
OF THIRTY FANILIES
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TABLE XVI

HOUSEHOLD CONVENIENCES ENJOYED BY
THIRTY FAMILIES

s : : :
H Item ¢ Number ¢ Per Cent :
H H H H
: 2 : 3
: Vacuum Cleaner H 13 : 43,3 $
H H s :
: Electric Washer : 26 H 86.6 H
H : : H
¢ Electric Refrigerator @ 9 s 30.0 :
H s H H
H Blectric Stove H 3 H 20.0 H
s H H H
: Ice Box H 14 H 46.6 :
e H 4 H
H Telephone H 2 H 6.0 H
s H H s
H : H g
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The fathers spent rmch of their leisure time working in
the gardens and repairing objects around tihe houses The
foreign mothers did not do much visiting but stayed at home
almost all of the time and spent the time keeping house
end cooking.

Only two famillies in the study had telephones vhich
might have been accounted for by the fact that the cost of
telephone service was §{2.00 a month and the families felt
they neoded their monoy for other things. The postmaster
and the largest real estate owner, a farmer, were the two
fanillies that had telephone service.

Twenty-six of the famillcs owmned washing machines and
one family hired the washing and ironing done. The study
revealed a learger number of washing machines end fewer people
hiring thelxr laundry done than the study made in Florida by
Iseley.’ The average coat of the laundry done away from
howe was $1.50 a week for & family of three, which included
washing and ironing.

There were twenty~-one wells, fifteen cisterns and
eight uwsing city water. The well water in the town was very
hard and that accounted for the large number of cisterns
which were necessary if laundry wes to be done with a minimum

of cost and labor. Seventeen of the homes had running water

e fseley, ODs« cite, pe 17,



45

in the kitchens and seven had running water in bathrooms.
When compared to the study made by Sneed® the percentage of
homes with running water in the homes appeared high.

Electric lights were enjoyed by all except one farm
family whlch proved to be a condition similar to the study
made by sneed.® ILlectric current was made possible for the
farmers of this study by the Rural Dlectrification Adminis-
tration. The average cost of electric current for the
femilies was §30.00 for the yoar 1939, This inecluded the
operatlon of lights, washing mechines, electric irons, radios,
three electric stoves and other electrical appliances.

Coal stoves werc used by nineteen of the families for
heating purposes, ten had furnaces heated by coal and one
family used an 0il circulating heator to heat a five room
house. The oill heater proved to be more expensive than the
coal heaters. It cost {75.00 for the year 1939 while the
average cost of coal heaters was $65.33. The o0il heater
burned twenty-four hours per day, however, while the coal
stoves were banked or allowed to go out at night. The
average coal heater was {1.67 cheaper to operate than the
furnace and was not as satisfactory because fewer rooms were

heated. HNinety-six per cent of the homes used coal for

B, Sneed, op. cit., p. 27.
9. Sneed; ope. cit., p. 27.
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heating purposes. (Table No. XVII). This situation wms
due to the fact that Divernon was located in the coal fields
of Illinois end coal could be had for $4.00 or less psr ton
and because many of the fathers had been miners and had
never used anything else.,

A study of the exterilors of the thirty homes revealed
fourteen of them had well-«kept lawns that were mowed
regularly. Thirteen of the lawns had a poor stand of grass
and were not mowed as carefully as wes necessary to give a
good appearance. Three lawns were recorded as poor because
chickens were allowed to run in them and the grass was very
pOOTe

There were not any shade trees in ome case, sixteen
had shrubbery, eight had flowers, twenty-five had concrete
walks of which nineteen were in good condition and thirteen
had fences either in the back, front or around the lawn. .
0f the thirteen fences six were in good condition and two
were in very poor condition. To the passerby the homes
gave a good impression of the mothers as housekeepers
because almost all of them were neat and clean although a
large proportion of the houses would have been improved by

a coat of paint end minor repairse.



TABLE XVII

WATER SUPPLY, LIGHTING, HEATING AND SANITARY CONDITIONS

ce

: : H ¢ Average
: Item ¢ Number : Per Cent : Cost H
: H H + Per Year
¢ Water Supply H H I H
H City s 8 H 26.6 : $ 14.40 @
H viell : 21 : 70.0 H H
: Cistern H 15 ] 50.0 H H
: Water in Kitchen H 17 H 5646 : :
¢ Lighting s H : :
H Kerosene H 1 H Sed : 5,00 :
s ®lectric : 29 : 96.7 H 30.00
¢ Heating H : s H
H Varm Alr : 9 : 3060 H 56600 @
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CHAPTER V
SUMMARY AND RECOHMMENDATIONS

The usual conditions among the thirty famil:‘tes.
living in Divernon, Illinois were: o

The b.iréré.ge size of the family was 446.

The average father was three years older than the
average mothers | |

The mothers were better educated than the fathers

Over 41 per cent of those employed were working on
W.P.A, and N.Y.A.

S8eventy per cent of the families received less than
$1,500,00 income and 10 per cent less than $500.00 income
in 1939.

fathers and mothers spent approximately the same
amount for clothing but the children spent an average of
about $7.00 more. '

Forty~-one children were away from home and widely
scattered.

The parents spent most of thelr lelsure time reading
and listening to the radio while the children enjoyed
dencing and moving pilodures most.

Only three fa.miliés failed to receive a dally news-
Paper or magazine and the newspaper was the most commonly

mentioned reading matter.



" Life insurance was the major foxm of saving.

.Seventeen automobiles and one Model T truck were
owned.,

Two~thirds of the homes were owned and texes wore
due on nine of them.

The usual rent paid for a four to six room house was
$60.00 in 1939.

Less than a third of the houses Were modern or
haed adequate storage space.

All of the exterior doors and windows were screened.

Coal was used for fuel in all but one of the thirty
homes,

Twenty out of 34 cook stoves were coal reanges.

Over two~thirds of the familles had some means of
refrigeration.

Eighty per cent of the homes had separate living
rooms with living room suites and fabric rugs. '

Ninety per cent of the lawms were in good or fair
condition. |

| All of the femilies had vegetable gardens and almost

all of them had one or more kinds of fruit trees from which
ninety per.cent canned frﬁit and vegetables.

Whole grain cereals, more milk and fruit were needed

in the diets.
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The following 1:131; includes the greatest needs of

the families

()
(2)
(3)

(4)

5
(6)

Hore private employment.

More and bet‘te‘r: storage. -

More fruit, milk and whole grain cereals in
the diet. |

.The use of cheap cuts of meat and meat

substitutes to teke the place of expeneive
cuts of meat. v
Runnm évater for over 43 per ceﬁt of homes;
Refrigere.tion for over 23 per cent of homes.
Mez'e.'social activities within the family groupe.

Tﬁe _inveatige.toz' feels that many of these needs can

be met by educetienal programse. The study could be sponsored

by the home economics.department or done privately., If a

study of living condit ions of this seme group of families

could be made several years hence the value of effort to

inmprove conditions could be determined.
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APPENDIX
Part A
QUESTIONNAIRE ON LIVING CONDITIONS

I. Familye. Noe. Nationality Religion .
Ages. Father Mother Daughters Sons

II. Education. Father Mother Daughters

Sons .

III. Occupations. Father Mother Daughters

Sons .

IV. Salaries received in 1939. Father ____  MNother __
Daughters _ __ Sons ___ .

V. Cost of health in 1959 _____ Reason ____ .

VI. Cost of Clothing in 1939. Father _____ lother __
Daughters ____ Sons

VII. Leisure time activities. Father (1) ___ (2) ___ (3)
Mother (1) ___ (2) (3) Children (1) ___ (2)
(3) .

VIII. Radio programs enjoyed. Father (1) __ (2) ____ (3)

Mother (1) (2) (3) Children (1) __ _ (2) ___ .

IX. Magazines and newspapers subscribed for. (1) (2)

(3) (4) . Read most by Father dother
Children .



X+ Books owned by femily. Fiction ___ Hon-Fiction ____
Classics __ Religious ____ . Read most by Father ____
Mother ____  Children ___ .

XI. lueical instruments owned Ly femily. (1) (2)

”~

(8) __. Played by ___ .

XII. House rented _ . DRent psld § . Owned ___ .
Velue § . Condition of exterior of house, Good ____
Fair __ Poor ____. Texes due §_____. Rooms in homs.
Living room ___ Living-bed room ___ __ Bed roous
Dining room _ Kitchen ____ Pantry _____ Clothes
closets ___ Cleaning closet __ Bath ___ Inclosed
porch ____ Open porch ____ . Finish of walls. Paper
Paint _____ Unpointed __ Plaster ____ . Condition of
walls. Good ____ Feir ___ Poor ____. Finish of floors.
Varnish ____ Paint ____ TUnfinished ___. Condition.
Good ____ Fair ____ Poor __ . Floor covering. Living
room ___ Condition ___ Dining room ____  Condition
Kitchen _____ Condition ____ .
Basement. Good __ __ Failyr _____ Poor ___. Screen
doors __ Windows _ ___ Condition ____ . Heating
system _____ Coat in 1939 {__ . Artificial lights ____
Cost in 1939 § . Water system. City ____ Well __
Cistern ____« Running water in kitchen __ Bath ____
Outside toilet.
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Labor saving devices. ~ Ice box — Electric Refrigera-
tor _____ Washing mschine — Vecuum cleaner ____
Telephone ___ .

XIII. Furnishings: Living room suite ___ Condition ___
Studio Couch ____  Condition. Dining room suite _
Condition _ . Chaifs _  Rockers and easy cheirs ___ .
Type of kitchen stove __  Condition _____. Storage.
Staples ___ Canned goods ___ Delry products and meat

Clothing ___  Bedding __ .

XIV. Exterior of House. Lawn ____ Condition ____

No. shade trees — Shyubbery ____ Flowers _____
Walks _  Pence ____ Condition.__ .
Vegetable garden __  Vegetables raised (1) ___ (8) _

(3) | (4) « Fruits on the premises (1) ____

(2) (3) . No. of cans. Vagetables canned

Fruits cenmed _- . . Chickens ____ Do they furnish all
the eggs needed _ All of chickens eaten __ .

XV. Sevings. Life insurance. Father § Mother §
Daughters $____ Sons &

W e

o« Annuities __  Bank

accomts §  Postal Savings & Loans §

Real estate i’;m Lutomobile __ Model ___ Value @____".
XVI. Children away from home. Girls ____ Boys ___ .

Reason for leaving @Girls____ Boys ____« Oecocupations

Girls Boys » Married Girls _ Boys
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Age when mayriled. ' Boys Girls « Location at
present. Girls Boys .
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Part B

FOOD SELECTION SCORE CARD™

Columm for
Daily Check

Credits

Milk

Adults: 1/2 pint, 10; 3/4 pint,
15; 1 pint, 20

Children: 3/4 pint, 10; 1 pint,
153 3/4-1 quart, 20

20

40 Vegetables and Pruits
Vegetables
1l serving, 5; 2 servings, 10;
5 servings, 15
Potatoes may be included as
one of the above servings.
If leafy vegetable is in~-
cluded, extra credit, 5
Fruits
1l serving, 10; 2 servings, 15
If raw fruit or vegetable or
canned tomato is included,

extra credit, S

15 Whole grain products

1l serving, 10; 2 servings, 15

Cheese, Eggs, Meat, Dried Beans
Or Peas
1l serving of any one of above,l0:
1 serving of any two of above,1l5:

TOTAL CREDITS .

15

00 00 00100 ©0 2100 00 00 S0 00 g9 00 ©0 00 0 00 00 00 ¢0fce 00 00 00 00 ©0(ee 00 e o»

PO 00 3100 00 00 09 00]00 00 00]00 00 20 50 €9 09 61 00 05 09 o5 28 00 3l ¢o 00 e0 09 G0]ee ¢ eo o
Be 00 o o0 00 90 00 0000 00 0000 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 00 @0 00 ©3 colce 00 00 00 00 sslee o eo e

90

% Adapted from Score Card of the U. S. Dept. of Agriculture'
Cooperative Extenslon Work in Agriculture and Home
Economics,
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