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GENERAL SUMMARY

Pducation of Farmers' Wives

1. In each of the four countiés studied 66 per cent, or more, of the
wives of farm owners and tenants dombined have not gone to high school,
and less than 7 per cent have attended college. The percentege of farmers"
wives having no formal schooling varies according to the county, date of
survey, and tenure. In Williamson county in 1920, 13.7 per cont of the
wivos of white farm owners and 9.7 per cent of the wives of white tenants
report no schooling; while in Madison county, the same year, all the

white farm owner and tenant wives have some schooling. In Overton county
in 1936 about 7 por cent of the wives of farm operators rewort no formal
oeducation.

2. White wives under 45 years of age, of both farm owners and tenants,
have higher education than wives 45 years of age and over. However, in
2 counties a slightly larger percentage of the younger wives have no
schooling. Among wives of Negro farm cnoor-%ors there appears to be lit-
tle difference in the educational status by sge, possibly due to the
fact that most of these wives are of advance years, compared with the
white wives studied.

3. Neogro wives have lcss education than white wives of both farm owners
and tonants.

4, 1In two counties the wives of white farm owners arec better cducated
than those of white tenants; in one county tenants! wives have slightly
more schooling; and in one county there appears to be little difference.
In the one county where comperisons could be made thore appears to be
little difference in the educational attainment of wives of Negro owners
and tonants.

5, In three of four countios, wives of both white ownors cind tonants are
better educated than their husbands. This is also true of logro wives
in two counties.

6e Survoys in other states indicate as low educational status of farm

wives 28 in Tonnessce. Ovor half the wives of farm oporators in othor
state studios have not attended high school.

Kducation of Farmers' Childron

1. Both white and Negro boys end girls are rotarded in their ducational
progross, as indicated by the large pecrcentagos above 14 yoars of ago
who have not comploted the clomentary grades.

iii.




ive

2. Almost all ownors' and tenants! children 7 to 25 ycars of age havc
some schoolin%. In contrast a largor porcentage of thoir paronts have
no schoolinge(1) .

3, In tho 4 counties studied, morec white farm girls than boys in the 20
to 25 yoar ago group havo schooling above the oighth grade, and in 2
counties girls have bottor cducation than boys in every ago group. In

2 cguntios boys appoar to have mado moro rapid progross in tho olementary
gra o8,

4, Nogro farm boys and girls havo less schooling in cvery ago group
than whito children.

5 Children'of white farm ownors havo superior cducation, compared with
children of whitc tenants. Among Negro farm childron thero s~ems to bo
1ittlo difforence in educational stdtus, by tenurc.

6+ A largor porcontage of boys of white farm owners, 7 to 25 yoars of
agc, arc reported in school than of girls of this age group; this is
also true of whito tonsant children in 3 of the 4 countios studiod.

Among Nogro children ih tho 2 countios studied, morc girls than boys
of both ownors and tenants are reportod in school.

(1) Allrod, Ce E., and Raskopf, B. D., Education of Farm Owncrs and
Tenants in Tenncssco, Dopartment of Agricultural Economics and
ural Soclology, university of Tonnessco, January 1936,



CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

In a previous bulletin the education of ferm owners s.¢ tenants ip
22 counties of Tennessee was presented.(l) The present report deals with
the education of wives and children of farmers in those counties for
which such data are availabled It presents in graphic and statistical
form availablek information on the schooling of wives and children of
farm operators, analyzed by race, tenure, sex, and educational groups.
The number of schedules in many of the samples is small, making final
conclusions unwarranted without further study.

It is expected that this will prove of value in forming the basis
for better-planned rural educational programs; in meking the work of
rural schools more nearly meet the nceds of farm communities; in deter=-
mining thg best educational level for extension progrems; for comparison
with other stéates; and, in connection with later studies, to measure edu-
cational progress.

- Datae on which this report is based are obtained from surveys made
in Williamson, Madison, Montgomery, and Overton countiesgz) and represent
455 schedules. The location of the counties studied; authority for

the survey; and date, kind, and number of schedules in each study are

shown in Figure 1.

(1) Ibids p.ive

(2) Madison county is representative of the cotton type oi farming area;
about 65 per cent of its farm operators are tenants, and 43 per cent
Negroes. Montgomory county is in the dark fire-cured tobacco area
of the Northern Highland Rim; over one-half its operators are tenants,
and over 25 per cent Negroes. Williamson county represents a genoral
livestock farming area, is below thc lSatc everage of 46.2 per cent
in tenancy, and only 13 per cent of its operators are Negroes. Over-
ton county represents a goneral, self-sufficing farming area, has a
tenancy rate of 46.2 per cent, and only 14 farm operators in the
county are Negroes.

1.
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Valuable assistance in tabulating the data on which thrls report is
based has been rendered by WPA workers made available by Dr. J. H.
Pearson, United States Office of Education, Washington, Di C., and Dr.
J. Z. Avent, College of Education, University of Ternesseel

In considering the educational status of rural people there are
several factors which should be borne in mind, as they have a direct
bearing on educational opportunities, and are instrumental in causing
varigtions within counties. Probably the mcct important of these is the
comparative ability of counties to finance public functions, including
oducation.

A study of the fiscal capacity of all Tennessee counties was made
in 1935 by the Department of Agricultural Economics and Rural Sociology,
Tennessee Agricultural Fxperiment Station.(3) The counties studied in
this report heve comparative rank among the 95 counties of the State, in
fiscal capacity as follows: Madison, sixth; Montgomery, fourteerth;
Williamson, twenty-fourth; and Overton, seventy-sixth.

Important factors which affect fiscal capacity are soils and urban
influences. Areas having the most favorable soils and topography in
general have a comparatively high financial capacity; and the economic
influence of cities have direot bearing upon the finances of the county.
The location of the counties studied, in relation to the size of cities

and soils, is shown in Figures 2 and 3»

(3) Allred, C. Es, Atkins, 8. W., Marshall, J. H., Collins, W. E., and
Tosch, C. A., Comparative Ability of Tennessee Counties to Finance
Their Governmental Funchions, Cooperative Plan of Rural Researoh,
Tennessee Agricultural Bxperiment Station, FWPA, and TVC, 1935,
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5,000 population

"
2o

Mississippi Bottoms B82 Central Basin

G Central West Tennessee Plateau ] Cumberland Plateau
Fastern West Tennessee Plateau £ East Tennessee Valley
€3 Highland Rim @D Uneka Range

Source: Soil Groups, Department of Agricultural Fconomiocs
and Rural Sociology, University of Tennessee,
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Figure 3, Natural Soil Divisions of the State



CHAPTER II

EDUCATION OF FARMPRS! WIVES

Williamson County, 1920

Wives 2£ White Farm Owners

About 14 per cent of the 81 wives of white farm omners(l’ in Wil-
liamson county have not attended school, and 52 per cent have not com-

pleted the eighth grade (Figure 4).

Per Cent
Education O 10 20 3

No Schooling [ESTiSrat
Grede 1 -~ 4g BT
5 -7

8

9 =10

11 -12
Above 12

Source: Based on Table 1.

Figure 4. Per cent of wives of white farm owners having
specified schooling, Williemson County, 1920
The younger wives have attained the highest education. Of the wives
156 to 44 years of age, 45 per cent have =-'.o0lifig above the eighth grade,
compared with 24 por cent of those over 44 years of age (Table I)e A

larger porcentage of the younger wives, however, have no schooling.

TABLE I. PER CENT OF WIVES OF WHITE FARM OWNERS HAVING SPECIFIED
SCHOOLING, BY AGE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY, 1920

No Grade High AIT Wivos
Age Sehool - School School Colloge No.

ing | 1-4] 5-7] 8 [ 9-10 [ II-12 [Over 12 | % Sohedules
15-44 2246 BeA |22.6| 342 | 2De8 | 645 12.9 100.0 31
Over 44 860 §16.,0|28,0{24.0f B840 1040 6.0 100.,0 51
Total 15.7 ‘12'4225'9 16,0 14,8 | Beb Heb 100775 81

(1) There are also 3 wives of Nogro farm owners. Two of ~hose report
no schooling, and the other has not attained the eighth grade,

5a
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In general, the wives of white farm owners in Williamson county are
better educated than their husbands. About 74 per cent of them have
schooling above the fourth grade, compared with 60 per cent of their
husbends (Teble II)é The wives of these farm owners, however, have
slightly less college training, and a smaller percentage have completed
the last two years of high school.

TABLE II. PER CENT OF WHITE FARM OWNERS AND WIVES HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, WILLIAKSON COUNTY, 1920

\7

3
School<] = . Sehool School | College No
9-10T11-12 T Over 12 % |Schedules
Farm Owners 6.6] 10,0 | 10.0 [100,0] 90
Farm Owners'

Wives | 2.4125.9/16.0J14.8; 8.6] 8.6 [100.0 81
——*_—w

Wives &{ Vhite Farm Tenants

One-tenth of the 31 wives of white farm tenants(z) in Williamson
county have not attended school, and slightly more than half have educa-

tion below the eighth grade (Figure 5).

Per Cent
Education O 10 20 30

No Schooling
Grade 1 - 4
§ =7,

9 -10"

11 -12

* There are no wives having eighth grade schooling only, and
none having schooling above high school.

Source: Based on Table III.

Figure 5. Per cent of wives of white farm tenants having
specified schooling, Williamson County, 1920

(2) Thers aro also 10 wives of Negro farm tenants. Two of these have
no schooling, and none have attained the eighth grade.
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The sample of wives of farm tenants is too small to be compared by
age groups, but of those wives under 46 yecars of age one-fifth have
schooling above the tenth grade while hone of the wiw}es 45 years of age
or older have education above this grade. ’

The wives of farm tenants are bettor educdted than their husbands.
About 10 per cent of the wives have no schooling, and about 39 per cent
havo education above grade achool compared with 21 per cent of their
husbands who have no schooling and about 33 per cent who have education

above grado school (Table III)s

TABLE III. PER CENT OF WHITE FARL TENANTS AND WIVLS HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, WILLIALSON COUNTY, 1920

School - School School No.

ing 14 ] 5-8 9 - 12 % Schedules
Parm Tenants 209 186 | 2749 3246 43
Farm Tenants' Wives 967 29,0 ~__2_2_.6 3847 31

Wives of White Farmers snd Tenents Compared

Tonants! wives are about ten years ynurger, on the avorage, than
owners! wives. This ‘probably accounts for the fact that wives of farm
tenants in Williamson county have bettcr education than those of farm
owners. A larger percentege of wives of tenants have schooling above the

oighth grade, and a lower porcontage have little or no schooling

(Figure 6)0



Per Cent

8.

50

Educatien © 10 20 30 40
No Scheoling !

G’rﬁde 1 = 4 v
5 -8 L':f:fn"“}_;“

Above 8 [RIaEE.

995 Owners! Wives ZTiTenante Wives

Source: Based on Tables II Qnd III.

Figure 6. Per cent of wives of white farm operators having
specified schooling; by tenure, Williamson County, 1920

Madison County, 1520

Wives of Farm Owners

White Wives.- All of the 44 white wives, in the liadison county

survey, have soms schooling and over 55 per cent have schooling above
the seventh grade (Figure 7). The largest percentage have fifth to

seventh grade schoolinge.

Per Cent

Education 40

Grade 1 - 4
5 -7

8

9 «10

11 -12
Above 12

Source: Based on Table 1IV.

Figure 7. Per cent of wives of white farm owners h: . l.ng
specified schooling, Madison County, 1920
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The younger wives of farm owners are better educated than those of
aedvance years. About 46 per cent of the wives under 45 years of age have
gone beyond the eighth grade, compared with only 5 per cent of those

who are 45 years or over (Table IV),

TABLE IV. PER CENT OF WIVES OF WHITE FARI OWNERS HAING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, BY AGE, MADISON COUNTY, 192Q

o rade High
Age School = School School College " Noe

ing TZ7 5-7] 8 [ 9-I0[II-IZ [Over 12 % Schedules
io - 44 U 452206012060 1208 Bed | 1667 100,0 24
Total 0 124210272440 110e2] 10.2 7 1042 100,40 ad

The wives of farm owners are better educatsd than their husbands.
About 55 per cent of the wives have eig:.’: -rade education or better, com-

pared with 36 per cent of their husbands (Table V).

TABLE V. PER CENT OF WHITE FARL OWNERS AND WIVES HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, MADISON COUNTY, 1920

High | Total
School College No.
9-10{11-12 | Over %E % |Schedules

0 286313568 1362 J.4 5.7 Te6 100.0 53

0 12,2132.7 |24 45 IO.ZI 10.2 | 1042 100,0 44
o R

Farm Owners
Farm Owners'
Wives

Negro Wives.~ The six wives of Negro farm owners report having lit-

tle schooling. Two have not attended any school, and the other 4 have
not attained the eighth grade. The sample is probably too small to jus-

tify e comparison with white wives.
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Wives of Farm Tenants

White Wivess.~ About 77 per cent of the 31 wives of white farm ten-

ants in Madison county have schoolinig below the eighth grade (Pigure 8).
There are no wives without some schooling, but none of them report college
training¢ The sample of wives of farm tenants is small, and this may be
the roason there is little difference shown in the educational status of
the younger and older ege groups.

Per Cent
Fducation O 20 40 60

Source: Based on Table VI.

Figure 8. Per cent of wives of white farm tenants having
specified schooling, Madison county, 1920
Parn .tonants have less education than their wives. About half the
tenants in the Madison county survey have schooling below the fifth grade,
and less than 3 per cont have gone to high cchool. In comparison, ono-
fourth of the tonants' wives have education below the fifth grade, and
16 per cent have attended high school (Table VI).

TABLE VI. PER CENT OF WHITE FARL TENANTS AND WIVES HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, MADISON COUNTY, 1920

N oy —oredo 1  Hgh | 1  Total

School ~ School School |College Nos
ing T4 5-7] 8 Jo-10]11-12|Ovor 12 % |Schedylos
Farm Tenants O [48.6|2846|20.0] 2.8] O 0 100.0] 36
Farm Tenants!

Wives 0 [ 254815146 | 645[12.9| 3,2 0] 10,0 31
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Negro Wives.~ Less thar one-tenth of the 48 wives of Negro farm
tenants in Hadison county have schooling above the seventh grade, and

one-tenth have not attended any aohoél-(?i;uro'e).

Per Cent
Education

No Sohooling
Grede 1 - 4
5 -7
8
9 10

Basod on Table VII,

Source:

Figure 9. Per cent of wives of Negro farm tenmnts having
specified schooling, liadison County, 1920

The younger Negro wives appear to have the best education. Of 34
wives under 45 years of age all have some sciiooling, and 4 have education
above the seventh grade. Of 14 wives over 44 years of age 5 have no
schooling and none have training above the seventh grade.

The wives of Negro tenants have better education than their husbends.
Twenty per oenf of the Negro'fenants have no schooling, and about the
same percentage havé idvnhced beyond the fourth graﬂo. In comparison, 10
per cent of their wives have not attended any school, and 54 per cent have
sochooling above the fourth grade (Table VII).

TABL® VII. PER CENT OF NEGRO PARY TENANTS AND WIVES HAVING

SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, LADISON COUNTY, 1920,
T —"

TNO Grade High Total
‘{Schoolel - School School |College NG.
| ing FTLAT5-7T B [O-TO[TT-12|Over Schedules
Farm Tenants [ 20.4 [59+2[16.3 [4.1] O 0 0 49
Farm Tenants' ; . SN
Wives 10e4 3544 (4548 | 643 | 2.1 0 48
S e e
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White end Negro Wives Compared.- Wives of the Negro farm tenants

of liadison county have inferiof schooling, compared with white wives.
About 46 per cont of the Negro wives have schboling below the fifth grade,
and only 2 per cent have high school education. In comparison, 26 per
cent of the white wives havo training below the fifth grade, and 16 per

cent have attended high school (Figuke 10)s

Education

No Schooling
Grede 1 - 4

5 -7
8
9 -10

Above 10 E

LlLlijJ“[L_L!,J

‘v White Wives @ Negro Wives
* None roported

Source: Based on Tablos VI and Vile.

Figure 10. Per cent of wives 67 - ito ond Negro farm tonants
having specified schooling, i'adison county, 1920

Wives of Whito Farm Owners and Tonants Compared

Wives of farm owners in liadison county appear to bo bottor oducated
than thosec of farm tenants. Fifty-fivo per cent of the wives of ownors
have training above the sevonth grade, comparod with about 23 per cont of

the wives of tenants (Table VIII).
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TABLE VIII. PER CENT OF WIVES OF WHITE FARL OWNERS AND TENANTS
‘>HAVING SPECIFIED SCHDOLING HADISON COUNTY, 1920

) High “Total
School - Sehool School = [College No.
ing T TATG-7] 8 JU-TOITI-T2 ¥Ovor 12| % |Schedulos

Yarm Ovmers' |

Wives 0 12,2]32.712436] 10,2]10:2
Farm Tenants!
Wives ’

10,2 p00.0 44

100,0 31

12.9

liontgomery County, 1921

Wives of Ferm Owners
White Wives.~ Although none of the 52 farm women in the lLiontgomery

county survev have had college training, about one-third have high school
education, and 58 per cent have schooling above the seventh grade

(Pigure 11).

Per Cent

Education 30

No Schooling
Grade 1 - 4
65 -7

8

9 =10

11 -12

Source: Based on Table IX.

Figure 11. Per cent of wives of white farm ownors having
specified schooling, liontgomery county, 1977

Of the wives of farm owners under 45 years of age 37 per cent have
high school education, and asbout 9 per cent have no schooling. Of those
45 years of age or over, 30 per cent have attended high school and all

wives have some schooling.
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A larger percontage of tho wives have eighth grade and high school
training than do their husbands (Table IX)¢ None of the wives have at-

tended college, and one farm owner has a college oducation.

TABLE IX. PFR CENT OF WHITE FARL ONFRS AND WIVES HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, LONTGOLFRY COUNTY, 1921
<) radeo ig ota
School - School Sehool College ! No.
ing (T B-7; 8 {9-T0T1-IZ JOver f‘?“ % _{Schodulos
Farm Ownors 0 2943]43.1(12.1 110,31 3.5 127 1oo.o§ 58
Farm Ownors! | :
Wivos 5.8 115.4]21.1123.1 119.2] 15.4 0 §100.0{ 52

Negro Wivuse- Of 26 Negro wives of furi ownors in this study 16 por
cont have no schooling, and only 4 per cent have attended high school

(Figure 12),

Per Cent

Education O lp

l - L
No Schooling [EENETRC A s
Grade 1 - 4 R S v R

]

s
AR

5«7
9 -10
Source: Based on Table X.
Figure 12. Per cent of wives of Negro farm owners having

specified schooling, kontgomery county, 1921

Although the sample is small, it appears that the wives of Negro farm
owners are better educeted than their husbands. Only about one-tenth of
the husbands have schooling above the faurth grade, compared with 44 per

cent of their wives (Table X).
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TABLF X. PER CENT OF NEGRO FARM O'WERS AND WIVES HAVING SPECIFIED
SCHOOLING, MONTGOMFRY COUNTY, 1921

No Grade High A “Total
Sehool - School School |College | 1 Yo.
ing 4] 5-7 [ 8 9-10[11-1210ver 121 % | Schedules
Farm Owners 28,1 [6644i11.6 | Of- O 0 0 100,0 28
Farm Owners'
Wives 16,0 140,0140,0 | O% 4,0 O 0 100,0 26
S S

White end Negro Wives Compared.- Wives of Negro farm cwners heve

less schooling, oompared with white wives. About 68 per cent of the white

wives have schooling above the seventh grade, compared with only 4 per

cent of the Negro wives (Table XI).

TABLE XI. PER CENT OF WIVES OF WHITF AND NEGRO FAR)M OWNERS HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, MONTGOMERY COUNTY, 1821

T e e

No rade g Tota
School - School School fCollege 7‘ “No.

ing T[] 5-7] 8 f9-I01II-IZ]0Over 12 | % | Schedules
White Wives | 5.8 115.421.1,23.1119.2 1 16.4] O 100.0 52

Negro Wives | 16.0 {40.0{40,0; 0§ 4,0l o 0 100,0 i 25
— —re e — + e

Wives g_{ Farm Tenants

White Wives.~ One-tenth of the 33 wives of white farm tenants in

‘Montgomery county have no schooling, and only one-tenth have education
above the seventh grade (Figure 13).

Per Cent
Eduoatiom O 10 20 30 40 50
cemar q

No Schooling EEEETErE
Crede 1 - 4 BRI R L B SO .

Source: Based on Table XII.

Figure 13+ Per cent of wives of white farm tenants having
specified schooling, Montgomery County, 1921
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Oof the 19 wives under 45 years of age one has no schooling, and 3
have education above the seventh grade. On the other hand, of the 14
wives 45 years of age or older, 2 have no schooling and none have attained
the eighth grade.

In this ocounty about the same percentage of white tenar's and their
wives have attended high school, but more husbands than wives have an
eighth grade education (Table XII).

TABL® XII. PSR CENT OF WHIT® FARM TFNANTS AND WIVES HAVING SPECI=

FIFD SCHOOLING, MONTGOMFRY COUNTY, 1021

No Grade High Total
School - School School {Collecge No.
ing ['THAT 5-7] B8 | OU-I0[II-I210ver 12] % |Schedules
Farm Tenants 0] 48.6|2846]20,0 | 2.8 0 0 100.0 35
Farm Tenants! :
Wives L Ge1 33.514845] 64l 3.0, O 0 100,00 33

Negro Wives.- None of the 33 wives of Negro farm tenants in this
county have schooling above the eighth grade and 15 per cent have not at-
tended any school (Figure 14). There is but little difference in the

educational status of older and younger wives of Negro farm tonants.

Por Cent
Education 0O 10 20 30 40 50
No Schoolihg
Grade 1 - 4
5 - 7hS
8 .

Source: Based on Table XIII,

Pigure 14. Per cent of wives of Negro farm tenants having speei-
fiod schooling, Montgomery county, 1921



17,

Wives of Ncgro farm tenants are Better educated than their husbands.

On a percentage basis about twice as many Negro wives have schooling above

the fourth grade as their husgbands (Table XIII).

TABLF XIII.

PER CENT OF NEGRO FARM TINANTS AND WIVES HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, MONTGOMFRY COUNTY, 1921

No Greade High Toteal
Sehool 4 School School [College T No.
ing "TAT 6-7] B (9-T0TT-12{0ver 12 % Schedules
Farm Tenants | 20.4 169.2{16.34.1] 0 © 0 100.0 49
Farm Tenants! :

Wives

15.2

45.4

33.3 ! 641

0 )

0

100.0 33

White ard Negro Wives Compared.- ™ives of Negro farm tenants have

inferior schooling, compared with white wives. About 58 per cent of the
white wives have schooling above the fourth grade, whereac .:ss than 40

per cent of the Negro wives have training beyond this grade (Figure 15).

Per Cent
Education O 10 20 30 40 50
R I L ! i T L)
No Schooling k=
Grade 1 - 4 Heerrmapesossii iyt oo . e
5 - 7 R e ey ot -
Above 7
! i ! | i ! | ]
X white Wives i Negro Wives
Source: Based on Tables XII and XIII.
Figure 16. Per cent of wives of white and Negro farm tenants

having specified schooling, Montgomery county, 1921

Wives of White Farm Owners and Tenants Compared

The wives of farm owhers have better education than tenants' wives,

About 58 per cent of the farm ownors' wives have schooling ebove the
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sovonth grado, compared with only 9 per cont of tho wives of farm tonants

(Figure 16). Only 3 per cent of the tenants' wives hdve attended high

Per Cent

Fducation O 10 20 30 40 50

.........

TR

Fe SRR TRIY oI R TR SYF ATG BRI

Above 8 |

\ | L 1 L | L ,_
i vmers! Wives M Tenants! Wives

Source: Based on Tables IX and XII.

Figure 16. Per cont of wives of white farm owners and tenants
having specified schooling;Montgomery County, 1921

school, whereas about 35 per cont of the owners' wives havo dune so.

Tives of Negro Farm Owners and Tenants Compered

There appears to be little difforence in tho educational status of
wives of Negro ownors and tenents in Montgomery county. A larger percent-
age of the wives of Negro farm tenants have first to fourth grade school-
ing and schooling above the soventh grade, compared with wives of Nogro
farm ownerse. On the other hand, more owners' than tonants' wives have

fifth to seventh grade education (Figure 17).

. Per Cent
Education Q ’ 10 20 30 40 50

No Schooling ety

Grade 1 - 4§ ,

T owners' Wives XS Tenants Wives
Source: Based on Tables X and XIII.

Figure 17. Per cent of wives of Negro farm owners and tenants
having specified schooling, Montgomery county, 1921
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Overton County, 1936

Wives of White Farm Owners

About 6 per cent of the 96 wives of white owners in Overton county

have not attended anv school, and 76 per cent have not reached the
eighth grade (Figure 18). Only 5 have a Ligh school education, and one

has attended college.

Per Cent

Education @ 10 20 30 40

Grade 1 - 4

Source: Based on Table XIV.

" Figure 18. Per cent of wives of white farm owners having
specified schooling, Overton county, 1936

Of the 32 wives under 45 years of age, 3 per cent have no school -
ing and 25 per cent have gone beyond the seventh grade; whereas of the
64 wivés 45 years of age and over, 8 per cnt have no schooling and 23
per cent have schooling above grade seven.

The wives of farm owners in Overton county on an average have '
less education than their husbands. About 34 per cent of the owners
have education above the seventh grad‘é, compared with 24 per cent of

their wives (Table XIV).
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TABLF XIV. PER CENT OF WHITE FARM OWNERS AND WIVES HAVING
SPECIFIFD SCHOOLING, OVFRTON COUNTY, 1936

=" To |  Grade 1 1wz T 1  Totar
School - School School |[College No.

ing 1-41 5-7 8 [0-10[11-12f0ver 12] % Schedules
Farm Owners 10.3 31.8 24,3120.51 4.,7] 2.8 5e6 100-0 107
Farm Owners!

Wives 6+3 §29.21/40.6[18.8

3.1{ 1.0} 1.0 }r00.0 96
15-44 3.1 121.9150.0{15.7{ 3.1! 3.1 | 3.1 |100.0 32
Over 44 7.8 132.9!35.9(20.,3} 3.1! © o foo.0 64

Vives of White Farm Tenants

Seven per cent of the farm tenants' wives have no schooling, and 68
per cent have education under the eighth grade (Figure 19). Only one

of the wives has attended high school.

Per Cent
Tducation 0 10 20 20 40

No Schooling [RavEIYE:
Grade 1 - 4 [aelftelrsE
5 = 7

Source: Based on Table XV.

Figure 19. Per cent of wives of white farm tenants having
specified schooling, Overton countv, 1936

* In general, it appears that the wives of farm tenants are better
educated than their husbends. About 71 per cent of them have schooling
above the fifth grade, compared with 45 per cent of their husbands

(Table XV).

TABLE XV. FPER CENT OF WHITE FARM TRNANTS AND WIVFS HAVING
SPECIFIFD SCHOOLING, OVFRTON COUNTY, 1936

o rade g Total
School - School Zchool [Collepe NG~
ing T 5-7] 8 |9-10[1I-IZ0Over 1 % | Schedules
Tarm Tenants 10,3 44 .,8|27+6§10.3} 3,51 O 3.5 Q00U.0 29
Farm Tenants'
Wives 7l 2145/393|2845) 3.6{ O 0 00,0 28
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Wives of White Farm Owners and Tenants Compared

On the average, there appears to be little difference in the eduoca-
tional status of farm owners' and tenants' wives in Overton county. A
higher p¢rcentage of tenants' wives have eighth grade schooling, but
none of the wives of tenants have schooling above the tenth grade (Table
XVI). (Tenants' wives are younger than owners' wives).

TABL% XVI. PER CENT OF ™WIVES OF WHITE FARN OPERATORS HAVING
SPFCIFIED SCHOCLING, BY TENURT, OVERTON COUNTY, 1936

~ No Grade High Total
School - School School [College Nos
irg [ 1=4] 5-7 G-I0TTI-T2[0ver 12| % | Schedules
Owners' "1ves | 649 2Ye2120e0[1848F 5ol 1.0 1.0 [100,0 96
Tenantsd ™ives | 7.l 2105,39.328.5§ 3.6, O 0 100.0 28

Education of Farmers' Wives, by States

In surveys made in other states it is found that the educational
status of farm women is low: The percertage of farm operators! wives in
other states having schooling below that of high school varies from
about 83 per cent in a farm survey in Iowa in 1916, to 63 per cent in a
survey in Illirois im 1930.

The percentage of farmers' wives having some coilege education i
low. In the Illinois survey in 1930 only 7 per cent of the farm opera-
tors' wives have had some college training, and in surveys previous to

this the percentages are considerably lower (Table XVII).
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TABLE XVII. PER CENT OF WHITE FARi OPFRATORS' WIVES HAVING
SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, SURVECYS IN FOUR STATES

(Wives of Owners and Tenants Combined)

Date
State School | 3chool | College| % No. of
: 0-8 19 -~ 12 lover 12| Schedules Survey
Iowa (1)
1 Township 82.8 14.5 2,7 (100.0° 76 k 1916
Tennessee(2)
Williamson Co. 6640 2747 6.3 }100,0 112 1920
Yadison Co. 1 77.4 173 5.3 }J100,0 75 1920
Yontgomery Co. 7.7 2243 0 100.0 86 1821
Overton Co. 88.7 1044 0.9 {100,0 96 1936
Oklahoma(3) it
5 Counties 779 2042 1. 100,0 480 1928
Illinois (&) v
4 Townships 52,8 ! 40,2 7,0 [100,0 222 1930
- - e asthin o =2 e e e e e T—

(1) Var Tungelr, Georee, H., A Rufal Social Survey of Lone Tree Town-
shipy. Clay County, Iowa, Bulletin or 103, lowa KgrToultural Experi-
ment Station, 1920. ,

(2) Data for Tennessee counties based on Tebles I, III, VIII, IX, XII,
and XVI.

(3) Fernandes, Grade, Fducational Factors Influencing the Activities of
Farm Home-lekers, Bulletin ;- 182, Oklahoma Agriculturdf”ﬂiperimsn¥‘
Station, 1928.

(4) Lindstrom, D. E., Forces Affedting the Participation of Farm People
In Rural OrgenizatTon, Bulletih # 423, T1linols Agricultural Fxperl-
ment Station, 1936,

These educational data are not intended as a state-wide comparison
of Tennessee with other states since the studies mav not be representa-

tive of the state as a whole, either in Tenressee or the other states.

1



CHAPTER III

R

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN OF FARMERS IN WILLIAMSON
COUNTY, 1920

In this chapter consideration is given to the educational attain-
ment of 247 children of farm opereators in Williamson county. There are
179 children of farm owners, of which 11 are Negroes. Of the 68 chil~-

dren of farm tenants, 10 are Negroes.

Children g£ Farm Owners

White Children.- A higher percentage of girls than boys have

eighth grade education, in each of the age grouﬁs studied. Of white
children 7 to 14 vears of age about 7 per cent more girls than boys have

completed the eighth grade (Figure 20). 1In the 15 to 19 year age group,

Per Cent

Age 100

7 -14

15 = 189

20 ~ 25

% Boys =¥ Girls
Source: BRased on Table XVIII.

Figure 20. Per cent of children of white farm owners having
eighth grade schooling or above, by sex and age,
Williamson County, 1920

over 38 per c¢cent more girls than beys have eighth grade schooling, and
in the 20 to 25 year age group this percentage is above 11.
Both boys and girls are retarded in their educational progress, as

indicated by the largc pcrcentages above 14 yoars of age who have not

23
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completed the elementary grades. Farm boys are especially retarded in

their school work, since more bovs of the 20 to 26 year age group than

of the 15 to 19 year age group have completed tho eighth grade. This

indioates that farm boys probably stay out of school during busy work

seasons on the farm and continue their elementary training until late

in their toens.

On a percentage basis, more girls than boys attend school in every

agc group up to the eighteenth year (Figure 21). After eighteen the

girls drop out of school morc rapidly than boys, and in this study no

] Per Cent
Age 0 20 40 60 80 100
i 4 ! 1 ‘[ b 1 ‘ ‘ [

T - 9 R N S e

10 - 18 e et S s e S A g et

..... T J g
nnnnn as e o) s 08 s . s s
3

14== 15 i e e e e e e N S e S e

P RO B O O R U UL I B U S OO S O S O ) LU ]
) -3 s 4844 . o 4 . PR 3 . & 4 s & . LN RN

16 - 17

18 - 20
21 - 25

ZZ3  Boys B cirls

* There are no girls in school in this age group.

Source: Based on Table XVIII (Recalculation).

Figure 21. Per cent of white farm owners' children in school,
by age and seox, Williamson county, 1920

.£irls 21 to 25 yoars of age are roported in school.

boys and girls in school rapidly declines after the

The percentage of

age of 17 is passed.

Considering all the white children of farm ownors, a larger per-

centage of boys attcnd school than do girls, the porconteges being 77

and 67, respectivoly. This is partly due to the large number of bgys
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TABLE X. PASTURE TREATMENT, OVERTON COUNTY, TENNESSEE

(109 Farms)
No, furms |Percentage Liveatock pas-
Practice reporting {of 109 Acres ture units in
treatment |farms re- treated 19365%
porting
treatment Total |Per acre
All types of treatment 18 1645 177 382 2415
Mowing 2 1.8 24 4 «18
Subsoiling 1 o9 6 - -
Removal of brush 1 o9 9 27 3.00
Discing, plowing,
harrowing 5 4.5 38 147 3.8
Fertilizer 1 o9 10 28 2,9
Lime 1 o9 10 28 2.9
Manure - - o - -
Reseeding 18 14,6 149 382 2.56
Reseeding mixture:
1. Iespedezn 10 9.1 114 265 2.3
2¢ Red tOP 1l 9 10 32 3615
3« Orchard grass 1 o9 6 33 545
4, Lespedeza, red top 3 2.7 14 40 3.0
5. Lespedeza, red top,
orchard grass 1 «9 5 12 2.4
Percentage
Dates of Originnl Seeding of 18
: farms re-
porting
treatment
1916=-1920 2 11,1 18 42 2,33
1921-~1924 1 545 6 18 3.0
1925-1928 3 16.6 22 72 3.28
1929-1932 | 545 10 28 292
1932-1936 3 16.6 22 46 2,086
Date unknown 8 4444 99 175 1.76

* Months pastured times animal units,
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TABL™ XIX. PER CENT OF CHILDREN OF FARM TENANTS HAVING SPECIFIED
SCHOOLING, BY RACE, SEX, AND AGE, WILLIAMSON COUNTY, 1920

; —— ]
: No Grade High No.
Race, Sex, SchoolH School School | College Sched -
and Age ing*{[1-4] 5-7] 8 [ 9-10[11-12]0Over 12 % ules
White §

(Males) 7-25 el § 37,5[1848(|15.6 ] 15.6| 9.4 0 100,0 32
(Female) 7'25=L 0 19.2(34.615.4 | 19.2] 7.7 3.9 §100.0 26
Negro

(Nales) 7-25 0 hoo.0| O 0 0 0 0 100.0 4
(Female) 7-25 0 66+7133.3{ O 0 0 0 100,0 6
* Onfy 1 of the whikte children has not attended SChooOl.

The boys and girls of these farm tenants are retarded in their
school progress, as are the children of farm owners. MMore of the chil-
dren 20 to 25 years of age have finished the eighth grade, compared with
those who are 15 to 19. Considering all age groups, more boys than girls
7 to 25 vears of age are reported in school, the percentages being 74
and 70 respectively.

Negro Children.~- Of the 10 children of Negro farm tenants none

have gone above the seventh grade, but 6 are over 14 years of age.

Children of White Farm Owners end Tenants Compered

The boys and girls of white farm owners in the Williemson county
study have better education than the children of tenants. In the 15 to
19 vear age group, throc-fourths of the children of farm owners have
comploted the eighth grade, compared with one-half the children of
tenants (Teble XX)e About twice as many children of owners as of ten~-
ants, in the 15 to 19 veer age group, arc found in high school and
college.

In the 20 to 25 year age group, about the same percentage of boys

and girls of owners and tenants finish the.eighth grade, but 11 per cent
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more children of owners attond high school and collego.

TABLE XX. PER CENT OF CHILDREN OF WHITE FARM OWNERS AND TENANTS
HAVING SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, BY AGE GROUPS, WILLIAMSON COUNTY,
1920

(Girls and Boys Combined)

e e e T T

——— T

Eighth Grade High Schézi No. .
Tenure and Age and Above | and college Per Cent Schsdules
Qwners  15-19 75 71 10040 51
Tehants 15-19 50 36 100,0 14
Ownors  20-25 i o8 100,0 o7
Tenants 20-25 : 71 47 100.0 17




CHAPTER IV

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN O FARKERS

IN VADISON COUNTY, 1920

In this chapter consideration is given to the educational status of
281 children of farm operators in Madison county. There are 101 chil-
dren of farm owncrs, of which 21 are Negro children. Of the 180 chil~-

dren of tonents, 111 are Negroocse.

Children of Farm Owners

White Childrene- In kadison county moro boys than girls in the 7

to 14,and 15 to 19 year ago groups complcted the eighth grado, but tho

reverse is truo in tho 20 to 25 year age group (Pigure 22)s

Per Cent

Age 100
7 - 14
15 - 19
20 - 25

)  Boys &8 6irls
* There arc no girls in this group who have comploted the oighth
grade.

Sourco: Based on Table XXI.
Figure 22. Per cont of children of white farm owners having eighth

" grede schooling and abovo, by sex and age,
Madison county, 1920

The fact that a largor percontage of girls than boys, in the 20 to
25 yeoar age group, finished tho eighth grade is not due to thoir staying

in school ldngor but rather to thoir consistent attendance. About 66

28,
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per cent of all the boys arc roportod in school, comparcd with 47 per
cent of girls. This socms to indjcate that girls advence more raepidly,
due to not being kept out of school so much to holp with farm worke.

Both boys and girls aro retarded in thoir gradose. About 46 per
cont of the boys, and 50 por cont of the girls, in the 15 to 19 yoar
age group have not complcted the eighth grade; and in the 20 to 25 year
ago group this percentage is oven highor, being 69 for boys and 57 for
girlse.

Negro Children.,- Of the 21 childron of Negro farm ownors, only one

has an eighth gradec oducation yet 11 are over 17 years of agee This
sample is small for comparison by either ago or race, but the inferior
schooling of Negro children is indicated in Toble XXI. More girls than

bovs of Negro farm owners are reported in schoole.

TABLF XXI. PER CENT OF CHILDREN OF FARM OWNFRS HAVING SPECIFIED
SCHOOLING, BY RACE, SEX, AND AGE, MADISON COUNTY, 1920
— Sl T SR RS e e e
Grade High No.
Ruce, 'S6x, School School College Schedw
and Age TZ¥ 5=7 ] 8 | U=I0 ] II=IZ [Over 12] % ules
Whites
“(Vales) 7-14 60.0 | 13.3 | 20,0 § 6.7 0 0 100.0 15
15-19 O |[3048 | 15.4 § 30.8 | 23,0 0 100.0 13
20-25 12.5 | 25,0 31.3 | 12.5 | 1245 6e2 100.0 16
(Female) 7-14 50.0 | 50,0 0 0 0 0 100.0 16
15-19 16.7 | 33.3 0 [33.3 16, 0 100.0 6
20-25 7¢1 |14.5] 35.7]14.3 | 2868 § O 100,0 14
Negroes “
“(Nales) 7-14 50.0 | 33,3 | 16,7 0 0 0 100.0 6
15-19 50,0 | 50,0 0 0 0 0 100.0 2
20-25 75.0 | 25,0 0 0 0 0 100,0 4
{Female) 7-14 [100.0 0 0 0 0 0 100.0 K
15-19 }100.0 0 0 0 0 0 100.0 2
20-25 {100.0 0 0 0 0 0 100.0 3
—_— —

* There are no children of fafg owners who have not attended school.
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wateor and damogo cloared land at a lowor altitude in a similar mannor.
Whilo somc farmors in tho county roalizo tho importanco of this prob-

lom, nonc of thoso surveyod have takon dofinito steps toward its solution.

Mochanioccl Strueturca for Gully Control

Farmors in Ovorton County reliod almost altogether upon rovogotction
and upon filling gullies with brush, corn-stalks, woods, manurc, and straw
for gully control. No particular attompt was mndo to mako those fillings
in tho form of doms, nor to soourcly faston tho moterial in plaso. A fow
rmon attomptod to build rock dams ccross tho gullies. Those who provided a
notsh or low middlo for the flow of tho wator had good rosults. Those who
morely pilod the rock in tho contor of the gully, with tho dam low at
oithor sido, had sorious troublo with the gully mc:roly widening itself to

go around the rock,.

Torracing
Only throc of tho fams survoyod in Overton County had terraces built

in a manner closoly approaching that approved by termcing oxperts. One
sot of thosc, built in 1923, has given oxceollent satisfaction and the farmer

is highly pleascd with the rosults socured.

Natural Roforostation

This was tho only typo of roforestation found on tho farms surveyod.
A fow spond part of ocach wintor in cloaring additional land for cultivation.
Loand cloarod is lorgoly offsot by abandonmont of non-productive land.
Abandonod land soon is covorod with rapid growing spocies. Approximatoly
60% of tho acrcs roportod rcforosted wore mixtures containing varying quan-

titics of black looust, poplar, codar, pine, sassafras, and porsimmon.
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Thoro is 2 largé acrcage of stoop slopos, badly erodod hillsides and
mountain tops that, from & purecly soil conscrvation standpoint, should bo
roforostod. But thoro is a population problem in the arca that must be mot.
Mony of tho poople must cithor utilize stoep slopes for orop land, dopond
upon o non-oxistent outsido incomo for a living, or go on roliof;

Black loocust has no salc wvaluo for posts in this scction becausc of
tho plontifulnoss of posts; oonsequontly, rocommondation of black locust
as o roforcstation spocies must depond largoly upon its valuo for soil con-

sorvation.
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Sixty-nine por cent of all the white boys, and 65 por cont of the
white girls, arc rcportod in school, compared with 61 per cont of the

Nogro boys and 57 por cent of the Negro girls.

Childron of Whito Farm Owners and Tenants Compared

Tho boys and girls of whito farm owners in Madison county havo
bottor oducatiorn than the children of whito tenants. In tho 15 to 19
yoar age group, on a percentage basis about twice as many childron of
ownors havo oighth grado schooling (Tablo XXIII)se In the 20 to 25 yoor
age group, almost throo times as many children of farm ownors have
finished tho grade school.

TABLE XXIII. FPER CENT OF CHILDREN OF WHITE FARM OWNERS AND TENANTS

HAVING FIGHTH GRADE SCHOOLING, BY AGE GROUPS, MADISON
COUNTY, 1920

s e I TN
Tenure and Age Eighth Grade and Above Por Cent Noe. Schedules
Ownors 15-19 64 100,0 19
Tonants 15-19 . 38 100,0 16
Owneors 20-20 70 ‘ 100,0 30
Tonants 20-25 ; 28 100,0 11




CHAPTER V

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN OF FPARMERS

IN LONTGOMPRY COUNTY, 1920

In this chapter consideration is givon to the cducational status of
365 childron of farm opcrators in Montgomory county. Data aro available
for 201 childrcn of farm ownors, 83 of the children being Negrocs; and

for 164 childrcn of farm tenants, 102 of which arc Negroes.

Childron of Farm Owners

White Childrens~ 1Ir this study a lerger percentage of girls than

boys, in each of the throo age groups havo eighth grade schooling or

abovo (Figuro 25)s

Per Cent
Age 0 20 40 60 80 100

X% Boys R Girls
* There are no boys in this age group having eighth grade

schooling.
Source: Based on Table XXIV.
Figure 25. Per cent of children of white farm owners having eighth
grade schooling and above, by sex and ege,
Montgomery County, 1921
A noticeably larger percentage of both boys and girls in the 15
to 19 year age group, compared with the 20 to 25 year age group, have

finished the eighth grade. This is an indication of increased educa=-

tional opportunities in recent years.
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Onlv - one girl among the farm owners' children has attqnded college.

Although the girls are better educated than boys, a larger per;
centage of bovs are reported in school. About 88 per cent of the boys
are in school, compared with 67 per cent of the girls.

Vegro Childrens.~ Among the children of Negro farm owners, a higher

percentage of girls than boys in overy age group have fifth grade school~

ing or sbove (Figure 26). None of the Negro boys have reached the eighth

60 70

&% Boys Ee Girls

* There are no Negro boys in this group having fifth grade
schooling.

Source: Based on Table XXIV.

Figure 26. Per cent of children of Negro farm owners having fif'th
grade schooling and above, by sex and age,
iMontgomery county, 1921

grade, yet 17 are over 15 years of age. Only 5 of the Negro girls have

an eighth grade education, but 35 are over 15 years of age. Sixty-eight
per cent of all girls of Negro farm owners are reported in school, com-

pared with 62 per cent of the boys.

White and Negro Children Compared.- Negro boys and girls have in-

ferior schooling in evervy age group, compared with white boys and girls

(Table XXIV)s Of the 70 white children above 14 years of age, 84 per
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cent havc schooling above the scventh grade; whercas of the 52 Negro
children of the samo age only 9 por cent have eighth grade schoolihg or
above.

TABL® XXIV. PrR CENT OF CHILDRFN OF FARN OVNFRS HAVING

SPTCIFIED SCFOOLING, BY RACE, SEX, AND AGF,
1. ONTGOIFRY COUNTY, 1921

mm‘~*~ D e =
Race,Sex, & Agc }..-Grade School _ | High §.9.b~°9}..’3§9}:.lﬂg9’ No.
0 -4%5 -71 8 ]9-10|11-12f0ver 124 % |Schedules
Whito (riales)7-14 | 6647 33i8 1 O 0 0 0 100.0 21
15-18) 9.1 94l | 94l | 27.3 | 45.4 0 100.0 11
: 20=25{ 9.5 28i51 448 | 33:4 | 2348 0 [00,0 21
—Tomales)T-12 [40,8 1" Z7I0NBB [ 347] O SRy T
15-19 0 4.7 123,8 | 38,1 | 33i4 0 (00,0 21
20-25 0 23.511.8 | 23.5| 35,3 5.9 N00.0 17
Negro(walos)7-14§100,0 | 0 { O § O] O | 0 ‘ﬁ‘oo‘.'c"""“== 18
pe 15-19) 66.7 33.3] O 0 0 0 00.0 3
20-25} 85.7 4.3, 0 04 'O 0 00,0 14
(Pemales )7~14 || 81.6 104 O 0 0 O [100.0 13
15-19 ) 58,9 & 17,6 17.6 § 5.9 0 0 [p00.0 17
20-25] 50,0 | 44.4,5.6}) 0 1 © 0 foo.0 18

— —
* There aro only 4 children of ferm owners who have no schooling and
2 aro Negrocs.

Children 2£ Farm Tenants

White Children.- White boys and girls of ferm tenants in llontgomery

county have low educational attainment. In the 15 to 19 year age group
none of the boys, and but one-third of the girls, have attained the
eighth grade. In the 20 to 25 year age group none of the boys, and only
8 per cent of the girls have eighth grade education (Teble XXV). Fighty
per oent of both boys and girls sre reported in schoole Apparently a
large percentage of the boys and girls attend irregulerly and do not com-
plete their grades.,

Negro Children.- 1In the 15 to 19 year age group, 8 per cent of

the Negro boys and 6 per cent of the girls of Negro farm tenants have
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finished the eighth grade. In the 20 to.25 year age group none of the
boy s heve reached the fifth grade, and 55 per cent of the girls have
schooling above the fourth grade. About 90 per cent of the girls of
Negro farm tenants are in school, compared with 72 per cent of the boys.

"hite and Negro Children Compared.- 'hen the samples of white and

Negro children are broken down bv age groups, the small numbers in each
educational group may not be representative. It appears, however, that
there is little difference in the educational status of children of white
and Negro farm tenants. The figures are shown in Table XXV,

TABLF XXV. PER CENT OF CHILDREN OF FARIi TENANTS HAVING SPECIFIED
SCEOOLING, BY RACE, SEX, AND AG®, :ONTGORERY COUNTY, 1921

ST SiERae I Sl S S

Grade School { High School jColloege Noe

Race, S0x, & Age fr e e % | schedules
White (liolos) 7-14] B1.8(18.2| O 0| O 0 100.0 11
15-19{100.0{ © 0 ol o 0 100,0 3
20-25}100.0| © 0] 6 0 0 100.0 2
(Yomoles) 7=14] B8e5111el| O | Be6] O 0] 100.0 18
15-19] 50.0/16.7 |33.3 of| o 0 100.0 12
20-25{ 43.8/43.8| 6.2 | 6.2| © 0 100,0 16

S— (T e =y sty e —
Negro(kales) 7-14] 95.7| 443]| O 0 0 0 100,0 25
e i 15~19] 5844 [33.,3{ O B3] O 0 100.0 12
20-25§100,0| © 0 0 0 0 100,0 9
(Females) 7-14f 87.5[12.5| O 0 [¢] 0 100.0 24
15-19{ 1847|75.0! 643 0 0 0 100,0 16
20-25] 44.4|38.9! 5.6 {11.1] © 0 100.0 18

* Thero are 6§ children of farm tenants who heve no schooling and these
are Negroes. '

Children of White Farm Owners and Tenants Compared

Children of white farm owners have better education than those of
tenants. In the 15 to 19 year age group, 8I. per cent of the boys and
girls of farm owners have attended high school while none of the children
of ferm tenants in this age group have anv high school training (Table

XXVI)s 1In t{he 20 to 25 year age group, 61 per cent of the children of
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owners have gone to high school, compared with 6 per cent of the children

of tenantse

TABLE

¥XVI.

TENANTS HAVING SPRCIFIED SCHOOLING, BY AGE GROUPS,

ONTGOLFRY COUNTY,
(Girls and Boys Cogg}ned)

1921

PFR CENT OF CHILDRFN OF WHITE FARli OWNERS AND

Tighth Grade High School No.
Tonure, and Age and Above and College Per Cont | Schedules
Owners 15 - 19 gl 81 100,0 32
Tenants 15 -19 27 0 100,0 15
Owners 20 =~ 25 68 61 100.0 38
Tonants 20 -25 11 6 100,0 18

A11 of the children of tenants arc over 15 vears of age, and should

have attained the eighth grade, but less than one-third have comploted

elementary school in the 15 to 19 year zge group, and one-tenth in the

20 to 25 venr age

groupe

Childrer of lNegro Farm Ownors and Tonants Compared

A higher percentago of the Negro farm owner children 15 to 19 years

of age have eighth grade schooling thaen do Negro children of tenants,

but the reverse is true in the 20 to 25 year age group (Tebk XXVII).

TABLE XXVII.

TENANTS HAVING SPECIFIED SCHOOLING, BY AGF GROUPS,
LONTGOMERY COUNTY, 1921

(Girls and Boys Combined)

PER CENT OF CHILDREN OF NEGRO FARM OWNERS AND

=S=====2S""m""""T Tourth Grade | Bighth Grade | | No.
Tenure and Age and Above and Above Per Cent | Schedules
Owners 15 - 19 40 20 100.0 20
Tenants 15-19 64 7 100,0 28
Owners 20-25 34 3 100,0 32
Tenants 20 - 25 37 15 100.0 27

In goneral, it secms that there is little difference in the educa-

tional status of Negro childf®en of different tenure.

among the Negro parents.

This is

also true



CHAPTER VI

EDUCATION OF CHILDREN OF WHITE FARMERS

IN OVERTON COUNTY, 1936

This chapter is devoted to a consideration of the educational attain-
ment of 351 children of farm operators in Overton county. Data are avail-
eble for 270 ohildran af farm swsrs and 81 shildves of Fare temaches
No Negro children ere included in this survevy! only 14 farm operators in

the entirc county are Negroese.

Children of White Farm Owners

About twice as many boys as girls of farm owners, in the 7 to 14
year age group, have attained the eighth grade but the reverse of this

situation is truc in the older ege groups (Figure 27). In the 15 to 19

Per Cent

Age

7 -14

15 - 19
20 - 25

&3 Girls

Source: Based on Table XXVII.

Figure 27. Per cent of children of white farm owncrs having
eighth grade schooling or above, Overton county, 1936

year age group 52 per cent of thc boys and 44 per cent of the girls have
not atteincd the eighth grades 1In the 20 to 25 year age grap, 42 per

cent of the boys and 24 per cent of the girls have not completed grade

38
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school. Tifty-two per cent of all of the boys arc reported in school,
compared with 38 per cont of tho girls.
A comparison of the educntional status of ferm owner children by

scx nnd age groups is shown in Tablo XXVIII4 Although some of the parents

TABLE “XVIII. PER CENT OF CHILDRFN OF WHITE FARM OWNWRS HAVING
SPRCITI™D SCHOOLING, BY SEX, AND AGF, OVFRTON COUNTY 1936

TR et w Tt T
Grade School | Figh Schowo 1 | College Noe
Sox and Ago TAT5=7] 8 [9-10]17-12 | ovor 12] % Schedules
Whito (ifales)
7 - 14 47.0(3743{11.8 | 3.9 0 0 100.0 51
15 - 19 15.2137.012843 {15.2 | 4.3 0 100.0 45
20 - 25 Be3[33.312048 114.6|18.8 | 4.2 100.0 48
'ﬁ‘?mulusT T G T RN D e
7 - 14 57¢6{2443] 2.7 1 644! O 0 100.0 37
15 - 19 12.8121.3 (2344 121.3 | 17.0 4,2 100.0 47
20 - 25 244122,0184.2 | 9.814.6 | _1_7_._9_‘“ 100,0 41

of theso children ar¢ without formal education, this is not true of
their children, which is an indication of bettor cducational opportuni-

ties and better attendanco.

Childron of Whitoe farm Tenants
Among the children of farm tenants, girls appear to have more educa=-

tion thon boys in the group under 15 ycars of age (Table XXIX)e None of

TABLE XXIX. PER CENT OF CHILDRFN OF WHITE FARLI TENANTS HAVING
oP"CI“IED SCHOOLING, BY SEX AYD AGE, OV"RTON COUNTY, 1936

- e

o Gradc School High Schmlr=tllcge Noe
et i TZT 57T 8 [ 9-101I-12 [ O7or 12 % Schedulos

(linles) T7-14 77.8|22.2] O 0 0 0~ [100.0 18

15-19 [ 41.7{32.3/16.7] 8.3| O 0 100,0 12

20-25 18.8{31.2|3142) 12.5| O 63 100.0 16

(Fomales) 7-14 | 65.015. 0 0 0 0 100.0 20

15-19 0 100.0| © 0| o 0 100,0 3

20-25 [ 16.7! 8.3150.,0f 25.0| O 0 100.0 12
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the boys or girls under 15 have attainod the eighth grnde, but a higher
percentage of girls hhva fifth to seventh grade schooling.

About 69 per cent of all girls of tenant farmers are in school,
compared with 44 per ¢ent of tho boys.

The samplcs of children in tho groups above 14 years of age aro
smoll, but it appears that a lorge percontage of both boys and girls ter-
minate their eduention at on early dato. Of the 43 boys nnd girls 15

years of age and over, only 7 have any high school traininge.

Childron of White Farm Ownors ~nd Tenants Comparecd

Among the whito childron of farm operators in Ovorton county tho
boys and girls of ownors have n higher educational status. The owner
children have the greatest advantage in education above the eighth grade

(Teble XXX)e In the 15 to 19 year age group, four times as many boys

TABLT XXX. PFER CENT OF CHILDRTN OF WHITE FARM O"NERS AND TENANTS
HAVING SPECIFIFED SCHOOLING, BY AGE GROUPS, OVERTON
' COUNTY, 1936

(Boys and Girls Combined)

b e e - — e — o -]
==f?§i%i=3?;§§=a High School Noe
Tenure and Age and Above and Above Per Cent Schedules
Owners 15 - 19 57 31 100,0 T
Tenants 15 - 19 20 7 100.0 15
Owners 20 = 25 | 68 39 T00.0 89
TPnants 20 - %Ew_-—m-"~«§l~m‘—_ oo LR *k==i90.0 ==3§___‘

.and girls of owners, compared with tenants, have the advantage of high
school and college training, and in the 20 to 25 vear age group twice

as many owner children have advanced beyond the eighth grade.
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