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11. ACTION SUMMARY

INo.| Issve Contact "Message!" or Action
|
4A | Mountintop removal Gov. Bredesen “Support legislation to protect our mountaintops and vistas!™
5 | November-4 election 95, and information sources | Acquaint yourself with ecord and positions of candidates. Vole!
6A | Duilting on fed. lands & offshore | Legislators/candidates/media “Drilling can be vety haimful - and will ut yield touted benefits! ™
7A i Endangered Species Act Sec. Kempthome, by Selei “Your propossd rules change would evisceratc the Act!™
7C | Danger o smalt streams, wetlands| US senators and rep. “Support quick passage of HR2421/S.1870!"
4C | River Hero Award TN Clean Water Network | Return the enclosed card; contact TCWN
8A | North Ridge Truil TCWP Volunteerfor Adopt-A-SectionProgram
o |Tewes part-time position TCwP | Seread the wond
Senator John Doe The Hon. John Doe Pres. George W. Bush Governor Phil Bredesen
United States Senate U.S. House of Representatives  The Whitc House State Capitol
Senate Offiee Building  Housc @ffice Building Washington, DC 20500 Nashville, TN 37243-9872
Washinglon, DC 20510 Washinglon, DC 20515 202-456-1414; Fax 4562461 615.741-2001; Fax 615-532-9711
i i gov phil in.y
Dear Senator Doe Dear Congressman Doe Oear mr: President Deas Gov. Bredesen
Sincerely youts. Sincerely yours, Respectfully yours. Respectfulty youwss,
Sen. Bob Corker Sen. Lamar Alexander: Rep. Zach Wamp:
Ph: 202-224-3344; FAX: 202-228-0566 : 202-224-4944; FAX: 202-228-3398 Phone: 202-225-3271
e.mail tact.cf FAX: 2022253494
Local: 865-637-4180  (FAX 637-9886) Local: 865-576.1976
800 Market St Suite 121, Knoxsille 37902 Web: www.house.goviwamp

Tnalluny chu{Szrma dial Co womlswmhbmm, 202-224- 3m To[mdoulnbo llhe statusof bills, call 202 “smv
3 Ge

i/

Wit Conguss sill slow foliowing i e faxing, phoning, and e e i

Thereis much contactinformation inour up-to-date Political Guide. Visit the TCWP web site (bl e (wpory)

WHAT 1S TCWP?
[TCWP (Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Plamung)' is dgdxnhd to :duevmg md perpetuating pmlmmn ‘of natucal|
lands and waters by means i While our first focus|

is on the Cumberland and palacl\un regions of Em Tmnm, aur mum m:y extend to the rest of the state and|
the nation. TCWP's stres lies in information pertinent to an issue, informing and educating our|

nd the p seracting with groups having similar objectives, and working hrough the legislative,
administrative, and judicial branche of government on the federal, state, and local levels.

TCWP: 130 Tbor Rd., Oak Ridge, T 37830 President: Jimmy Groton, 8¢S483-5799 (h)
[Executive and Membership-Development Director: Sandra Goss, 865-522-3809;
[Newsletter editor: Lee Russell, russelllb@s, Internet: http://
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1. OBED and BIG SOUTH FORK convert a 14-mile section of US 127 just north of
Crossvillemtoa four-lane roadway.

Prior to his election in 2002, Gov. Bredesen
promised to clean up TDoT’s practices so as 10 ak-

discu: low more public input. His new TDoT Commis-
On August 11, five representatives of TCWP sioner, Cerald Nicely, soon initiated case studies
and two other organizationstraveled to Atlanta to of 15 controversial road projects around the state.
meel with the director and staff of the National Hwy 1ZN was one of these. The subsequent 5
Park Service's Southeast Regional Office (SERO). years saw a UT. study, crealmn of a Citizens Re-
Our objective was 1o acquaint the SERO leader- Source Team (consisiing primarily of residents
ship with the urgency for NPS to acquire private from the affected communities), several hearings,
inholdings that remain within the boundaries of and a DEIS. A the end, Commissioner Nieely an-
the Obed Wild & Scenic River and that render the nounced that the widening project would “move
resource highly vulnerable to damaging develop- forward, following the alignment of the existing
ments. We distributed copies of the illustrated route.” SOCM's Cumberland County Chapter and
booklet “Obed Wild & Scenic River in Perit” that the local peopledeserve a great share of the credit
we produced last oo which summarizes the forthis outcome.
situation and inclu of properties and a
map. 1C. No new superintendent yet

Another major concern that we brought to

the attention of Regional Director David V ela and ot BSFNRRA e
staff of NPS's Land Resources Program Cenler is After8 yearsin the job, Supe
the fact that when park boundaries were dra Detring left the BSFNRRA ol o]
soon after passage of the 1976 authorizing |Lglsh superintendent of the Ozarl afional, Scenie Wa
tion, an error led to omission of blulf land along a terway (NL280 13A), Upon his departure, Stuart
25.mile-long stretch of the Obed gorge,  We Johnson, superintendent at Stones River National
Brought wilh us a copy of NPS's Lagd Manage Battleield, became acting director (while continu-
ment Plan for the Obed WSR, whichstatesthatthe ing his,job.at Slones River). Johnson has mwch
needed boundary adjustment can be made s \and\presentfmbanityFuiththel g sodth
through administrative action and does not re- E:kaia E:'pefi'.'f:.ﬂﬁ‘o?'mf“&:ﬂ;f N3 J':';;
guie legislation.” We strongly urged thl tis be b et
pomtments may be on a 60-day rotation.

“Director Vela and his staff gave us over an
hourof their time and listened allennvely 1o our

case. As all of us were already aware, NPS has 10 Obod OB ectivitios
Tl i (ot romloe . Chief of Interpretation
Sy o Sl o o e For further infotmation, cal 423.546.5901, ext24.

even emergency funds (o take care of imminent
threats), but we urged that SERO place Obed « Sept. 27, National Public Lands Day clean-upof
tracts on thei acquisiiion-prionity list (o give them several sections v' 'he park. Phone the number
a chance as funds become available. We were above for part
asked (o provide a list of what we consider tobe Oct. 24 (Fndly) Owl Prowl, Meet at Lilly Biuft
the three or four most important tracts to be pur- Overlook parking lot at 7 p.m. (EDT) to learn
chased, and also o get the owners to write lefters about the habitat and mannerisms of the owls of
of intent to sell. TCWP will be following through the Obed (Screech Owl and Barred Owl). Re-
with these suggestions and will keep our contacts corded owl calls will be used in an attempt to lo-
withSERO active, cateand view theseowls. Bringa f ashlightand
wearsturdyshoes

1B. U8 127N widening will
follow exlsting rowt

2. THEGREATER FROZEN HEAD

spsring Clear Creek watershed [Section contributed by Cindy Kendrick|
linformation from SOCM Sentinel)

This is good news, because an alternative 2A. Work continues on the Emory Trsct
alignment, which was seriously considered by the aensgementplas
Tennessee Department of Transportation TooT) “he_part of the collaborative *Connecting the
would|haye conelserious[damageitoTheadiater Cumberlands™ initiative last year, nearly 11,000
streams in the Clear Creek and Obed watersheds - e I e e e as
streams withtheirown littlescenic gorges - not to e e P AN e
mention the Clear Creek itself (upstream from the Woteaniconny; Mecsase Siaie)Paria]hacloi
Oved, WeRjooundary)® NThegrealignmentiivas listed a_diverse stakeholder team, including

originally proposed in 2001, as part of the plan to TCWP's Executive Director Sandra Goss, to help



define parameters for the management plan that
will guide use of the new tract (NL280 $2A). The
team concluded its pre-plan discussions in mid-
June and is now awaiting a draft management
document for review.

Meanwhile, TDEC is drafting “Frequently
Asked Questions,” which will be published on a
state web site to provide convenient answers to
some basic inquiries: Where is the land? Is hunt-
ing allowed? Are theresafety zones? May [ drive
my vehicle/ ATV/OHV there? Once these ques-
tions and answers are approved and posted, the
stakeholder team will begin reviewing the man-
agement plan that TDEC i drafting, Eventually
the public will have ready access to both docu-
ments,

Remaining Frozen Head Work Days
Volunteer Teail Work Days, start at 8:45 a.m. and
last until about 3:00 p.m
mber 20
October 18
November 15

ember
Meet at the Visitor Center. Brmg daypack, lunch,
water, sturdy hikin weather-appro-
priate clothing. (For 1nore information, call 423

3. THE CUMBERLANDS

Do mineral rights Include surface
rocks? Favorable outcome of the
racent law sult

Backgound [from 1280 124, abbreviated].

Tast year, a Florida-based company that
owns mineral rights in the Deep Creek Gorge sec-
tion of the Cumberland Trail State Park began ce-
moving 40-60 tons per day of sandstone surface
rocks from thatarea of the park (and from the teail
itself), causing heartbreaking _devastation. The
state sued, but the Hamlton County Court ruled
in April 2007 that the company was legally within
its mining right and could continue mining
(though not the trail itseif). In October 2007, the
state appealed this decision 1o the Tennessee
Court of Appeal TCWP was among several
groups that fled an amicus curize (Friend of the
Court) brief in support of the state.

Jutcome of w suit
{From information provided by Sarah Francisco and

Creg Bupper-. attorneys for the amicus geoups|

In late july, the Tennessee Court of Appeals

ruled in our favor in the Cumberland Trail State
Park rock “harvesting” case. In a strong, well-
reasoned, and clear opinion, the Court stated that
“general mineralreservations ina deed wili notbe
construed so broadly as to include extraction
wnelhods that destroy the surface rights conveyed
in the same deed. If a grantor wishes to retain the
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right to obtain minerals through destructive sur-
face extraction, he must explicitly reserve that
right within the deed; a general mineral reserva-
tion will not suffice* This opinion confirms the
case that our attormeys advanced in the amicns
brief.

The Court went on to explain that the case-
law, “as well as basic common sense and equity,
compel the conclusion” that the mineral owner
does not have the right to destroy the state’s sur-
face rights by depriving the state of the reasonable
use of its land by, for example, destroying the
Irees in the park. The opinion showed clear signs
of our armicus brief's influence.

The Court of Appeals remanded the case
back to the trial court in Hamilton County for fur-
ther proceedings consistent withthe opinion. Our
attorneys will discuss how the state plars 1o pro-
ceed with the Altorney General, and will consider
whether and how the amicus groups can partici-
pm effectively to achieve a favorable judgment in
the Hamilton Counly court and bring the case to a
successful close.

This is a great outcomeforour effort to keep
the Cumberland Trail State Park free of rock har-
vesting and goes a long way towards establishing
clear law on the rock-mmiring issue in Tennessee
for all land owners. The amici are sirategizing
about follow up actions. The outcome of this case
could have broad implications, since many land
owners on the Cumberland Plateau and other East
Tennessee mountainregions do not own themin-
eral rights to their property.

TPGF completes protected corridor
In Scott's Guir
[Contributed by Gindy Kendrick|
Thanks to the recent purchase of 689 acres
near Virgin Falls by Tennessee Parks and Green-
ways Foundation (TPGF), a 55,000-acre corridor of
protected land now connects Fall Creek Falls and
Scott's Culf! This lates! tract, TPGF's fourth in the
corridor, includes a spectacular view from Welch
Point of the Caney Fork River and i% deepngurge.
Preservation of this large tract of wild will
also protect the water that winds through the
eonees and evenlua! ly flows mlc Cenler Hill Lake.
O-year corridor project has been con-
dutled in cooperation with !:verzl state agencies
and non-profit groups, including Friends of Scott's
Cuif and the Scott's Cuif Wilderness Association.
The new teact overlooks 10,000 acres that was pre
viously donated by Bridgestone Firestonein 1998
and 2000. TPGF is in the process of transferring
the new tract to Tennessee Wildlife Resources
Agency (TWRA), which, along with the Tennessee
Heritage Conservation Trust Fund, is providing
funds. The land will be opento the public for hik-
ing and hunting, protected in perpetuity from de-
velopment. Visitors can access Scott's Gulf and
Virgin Falls Pocket Wilderness from Scott's Culf
Road, off Eastland Roadin White County.



3C. Bargess Fells Park adds 45 acres
IContnbutedby Cindy Kendnck]

Burgess Falls State Park has exparded its
acreage to approximately 395 acres, with the re-
cent acquisition of 45 acres near the Park’s largest
waterfall. State land-acquisition funds were used
for the purchase, which was closely monitored by
State Representative Henry Fincher. Fincher pro-
fessed not only a strong commiment to preserv:

but
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the Cumberlands has created a Regional Market-
ing Committee. This Committee, along with a con-
sulting firm, has developed a logo and slogan for
publicizing the region. For a sneak preview and to
shareyourfeedback on this anda collection ofad-
ditional catchy slogans, take the short survey

at

http:/ / www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx2sm=OXy
JET91 265UCARYX 2bQ5SA 3d 3d .

ing a natural legacy for futu
a2 personal conmaction to the lond.
“Burgess Falls State Park is actually the old
family farm. My greatgrest grandfather was
Winfield Scott Burgess,” he said. “lt's neat to see
this park that means so much to me on a personal
level ... get expanded.” The recently added tract
was purchased from seller Treva Luke. Current
plans leave theland as is- mostly woodlands. The
Park's officiats envision further expansion in the
(Herald-Citizen;  bif:/lawrierald-

future.
i
zen.comfi 2 (=115, id = 3

3D. Alllence for the Cumberlands
mnﬂu to focus on OHV.
‘ontributed by Cindy Kendrick)

In remgmhnn of the growing use of AB-
Terrain Vehicles (ATVs) and Off Highway Vehi-
cles (OHVs) in the Cumberlands, the Alliance for
the Cumberlands will focus its next meeting on
this subject. The fall meeting, which is scheduled
for October 23 at the Scott County Administeation
Building in Huntsville, TN, will include speakers
and an optional field trip. Contact Katherine Med-
lock (kmedlock@tncogg or 865-546-5998) for more
information.

The Alliance is a partnership of public ard
private organizations with a mission "to bring
people together to achieve the ecological andeco-
nomic suslamﬂblhty of natural and human com-
munities in the Cumberland region.” The scope
includes the Cumberland Mountains and Plateau
Region of Kentucky, Tennessee, Georgia, Ala-
bama, West Virginia, and Virginia, TCWP helped
catalyze the formation of the Alliance and has
secved a key role in its coordination and growth.
Supported by The Nature Conservancy, the Alli-
ance is now taking definitive steps toward inde-
pendent operation, with the nomination of board
members/off icers and transition from operating
gu\d:hnﬂ to by-laws under way (see §4D, this

NL). Read " more about the Alliance at
rg.

3E. Your feadback ne.

Cumberiends marketing logo
{Contributed by Cindy Kendrick)

To educate thepublic on the naturaland his-

toric wealth of the Cumberlands and help promote

a sustainable regional economy, the Alliance for

OTHER TENNESSEE NEWS

Governor’s Support Sought for
Scenic Vistas Protection Lagisletion
[information from Sandra Goss and LEAF web site]

Mountain-top removal coal mining is con-
ducted by blowing thetops off forestedmountains
to expose a thin layer of coal. The overburden is
pushed over the side, filling the creeks and
streamsat the bottom of valleys.

The practice is spreading from West Virginia
and Kentucky into the Cumberiand Mountains of
Tennessee. With rising coal prices, companies are
proposing new areas (or mining, including 53,000
acresin the headwaters of the Big South Fork wa-
tershed. Much of the economy of East Tennessee
and the Cumberland Mountains is based on the
valu e of the scenic vistas of the region. Travel and
tourism employs over 177,000 Tennesseans, while
surface coal mining currently only employs 327.

uring the past session of the General As-
sembly, there was a considerable effort to pass
.3348 (McDonald)/SB.3822 (R. Finney), the
Scenic Vistas Protection Act, which would not
permit surface coal-mining operations thatalteror
disturb any ridgelinethatis above 2,000 ft eleva-
tion, or that resuit in waste or fill within 100 ft of
anywaters ofthe state.

Efforts are now underway (0 get 3 simila bl
introduced in the 2009 session of the General As-
sembly.

practices of mountaintop removal or cross-idge

micing (another version of the same). It is be-
lievedthat early, overt support of such legislation
by Governor Bredesen would significantly im-
proveits chance of passing,

WHAT YOU CAN DO: We urge you tell Gov.
Bredesen (address p.2) that youvalue Tennes-
see's mountains, and to encourage him tosup-
portlegislation that would protect them from
mountain-top-removal and cross-ridge coal-
mining techniques.

4B,

Thae stete looks for
@ sound enerpy policy

Earliertbis year, Gov. Bredesen signedexecu-
tive orders to create the Covernor’s Task Force on



4C.

Energy Policy, charged with advancing Tennessee
toward a state energy plan for developing clean
technologies. Makingupthe task forceare experts
fromthe puhhc and private sectors, includingour
friend John John, who recently received the
2008 chemurs Lifetine Conservation Achieve-
ment award (NL280 15E), chairs an ad oc sommit-
tee of the Task Force that will make recommer.da-

tions on achieving energy efficiency for state
buildings and state vehicles

TCWP member chosen es
2008 River Hero

[Contributed by TCWN]

Tennessee Clean Water Network
(TCWN)mvues youtoa nightof celebration as we
present Dr. Liane B. Russell with the 2008 Bill Rus-
sell River Hero Award.

Join us on Thursday, October 2, from 6:30 to
8:30 p.m., at The Foundryat World's Fair Park in
Kaoxvile 33 we honor Lee for her amazing ac-
complishments and dedication to protecting beau-
hlul scenely of East Tennessee for generations to

" Fickets are $50 per personand include heavy
hors d’oeuvresand a drink ticket. There will also
be a cash bar. WATE 6 News Anchor Gene Patter-
son will once againbe the Master of Ceremonies.
Tickew may be purchased by returning the
enclosed reply card or by calling TCWN at 865
522-7007.  Tickets, along with more information
about the event, are zlsa available online at

Wewouldloveis hearfrom. you any interest-
ingstories, thoughts, comments or photos ofand
about Lee that we can incorporate into the cere-
mony. Please forward your personal messages to
TCWN (Kristina@tewn.org or 865.522-7007) so we
canmake thiseveningevenmore special,

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Return the enclosed re-
ply card or contact TCWN (info above). Also,
send personal messages.

4D.

u-k- =hlll

For many years, SOCM has stood for Save °

Our Cumberland Mountains. Since the organiza-
tion hasgrownin geographic area as well asin the
scope of issues addressed, members felt the need
to change the name. At the same ime, they were
overwhelmingly infavorof retainingthe acronym.
The solution?

Statewide
eMpowerment.

Organizing  for  Commurity

e for be

This afliance of numerous organizations was
arginaly started 2 a cesultof 2 TCWP iuative.
Following an initial period during which Sandra

4E.

4F.
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Goss carried out many of the coordinating func-
tions for the young Alliance, the Tennessee chap-
ter of The Nature Conservancy funded the posi-
tion of an executive director, which was filled by
Katherine Medlock. Now, the Alliance is moving
toward becominga stand-aloneorganization. The
steering committee, of which Sandra is a member,
has chosen a 3-men nominating committee to se-
lect and present a slate of 8 persons for the board
of the new organization. The Alliance will vote on
thisslateatits Octobermeeting.

Locel Perks & Recrestion Fund
grants ere ewerded

Earlier this year the Ceneral Assembly essen-
tially termmated the Locl Parks & Receation

und (LPRE), which had been enacted in 1991 and
is derived from a small percentage of the real-
estate transfer tax (NL280 J4A). Some remaining
moneys were apparently involved in the grants
recently announced by Gov. Bredesen. A total of
119 million are being awarded for €7 prjects
across the state, amon% em an upgrade of
Clinton's Town Springs Park, for which the city
received $100,000. All LPRF awards require a S0%
mateh by the recipient.

Grants totaling $22 million were _also
awarded by the federaly funded Recreation Trals
Program. Recipients, who must provide
Aty were chosen theough 8 siaring process

P funds may be used for maintenance, con-
struction, acquisition, development, or rehabilita-
tionof trails ortrailside facilities.

Prescribed burns for Cherokee NF
{Contrbuted by Tim Bigetow]

Draft Decision Memos have been released by
the Nolichucky /Unaka Ranger District describing
five proposed controlled burns during the coming
dormant season. A total of - 5400 acres is in-
cluded in these burns. The primary need for the
burns is to reduce fuel accumulationsand stimu-
latenew growth that is beneficial to wildlife. Sev-
eral objectives for the controlled burn process are
outlined such as restoring the historic role of fire
in maintaining natural fire-dependent species.

lore information can be obtained or comments
submitted  to: _comments-southern-cherokee-
nolichucky-unaka®fs.fed.us or by calling Vern
Madduxai 423-735.1500

S. RECORDS & POSITIONS
OF CANDIDATES

Inthe upcoming November election, the stakesare
huge on almaost every issue — and they are enor-
mous on the environment. use the main-
stream media raely cover this latter fieldof inter-



est, we are providing the following information,
gleaned from the public record.

and Vice

Of the four candidates, three are members of
the US Congress and have compiled a record on
environmental matters. The non-partisan League
of Conservation Voters publishes an annual rating
of Congress on such issues and publishes the LCV
Scrrosrd. Ratings represents the consensus of ex-
perts from about 20 respected organ:zations who
select the votes on which Members of Congress
are graded. These voles pertain to the most im-
portant environment/ conservation issues of the
year, and they are of a type that presents legisla-
tors with a real choice.

The 2007 scores for Senators were calculated
on the basis of 15 votes; the 2005406 scores (109"
Congress), on 27 votes. It should be noted that, in
the computation of averages, absence for a vote
counts thesameas an anti-environmental vote. In
2007, McCain was absent for every one of the 15
key votes, while Obama and Biden were absent for

only 4 each.
2007 2005+06 | Lifetime
[Obama | 67 % [ 86
[Biden 6 [ 9% [ 8 |
McCain | 0 | 4t | 2

Sarah Paln (McCain's running matd, never hav-
ing served in the US Congress, has no voting re-
cord. She does, however, have numerous envi-
ronmental positions (see ii,, below).

al ironmental positions
As the newest addition to the list of candidates,
and with a background not comparable to that of
the other three, Palin has posnuvns and a record
thatare here reported sef

+"She does met believe that glubal warming is
man-made. (In a Newsmax interview on
August 29, she said: “A changing envitonm ent
will affect Alaska more than any o her s tate,
because of our location. Im not one, though,
who would attribute it to being man-made.”)
Palinhas done almost nothing to promote non-
carbonenergy sources.

She isa strongproponentof drillingin the Arc-
tic National Wildlife Refuge andin drilling off-
shore, including in areas that are beluga-whale
and polar-bear habitat. She has proposed giving
an ltalian ol company a major financial break
onits planned Beaufort Sea oil field, where polar
bearsare under greatstress.

Under Palin’s leadership, the State of Alaska
filed suit against the Department of Interior to
undo the listingof the polar bear as threatened
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(NL280 99C). She was worried this listing
would interfere with more oil drifling in Alaska.
(Note: five industry groups have also sued USDI
for this lisling.)

+ Palinalso opposed listing beluga whales, which
are threatened by seismic testing and potential
oil spills.

+ As governor, she endorses and defends the aer-
ial shooting of wolves and bears in her state
(hitp:

+ She opposed a batlot measure that would have
prohibited the construction of mines that con-
taminate salmon streams. This ballot measure
was proposed because foceign mining compa-
nies want toopenoneof the world'slargestgold
and copper mines at the headwaters of two ma-
jor rivers that drain into Bristol Bay, America’s
most productive salmon fishery. Toxic chemi-
cals used in the mining process pose a major
ihreat to salmon by inteclering; wilh their abity
to migrate.

i Positions on climate change
(Based primarily on a 12/07 compilation by LCV)
* Palin does ot believe global warming is man-
made (see ii., above). Sﬁﬂhus has no record or
position onaddressing this problem,
Obama and Biden are co-sponsors of the most
stringent climate bill in the Senate (Boxer-
Sanders); McCain co-sponsoredoneof theleast
slnngenlchmﬂlebi s.

Limiting greenhonsr-gas (GHG) emissions:
Obama and Biden support a mandatory cap on
emissions, and 100% auction of pollution per-
mits (., polluters pay for permits). M
SUppOr 3 cap.and-bade sysiem buthasnoar.
ticulated positionon auctions; he op poses any
carbon tax,

Amount of GHG reductions: Obama and Biden
support 80% reduction by 2050. McCain pro-
ed 65% reduction (considered insufficient
B oxperier.
Renewable energy standard (RES) (currently,
the US gets only 2% of its electricity from re-
newable sources): Obama supports 25% by
2025; Biden, 20% by 2020; McCain voted
against an RES of 0% by 2020 and wante state
and lncalgnvemmenls 10 createtheir own RES.
in 2008, McCain missed (i.e., effectively voted

“no” on) all 8 voteson renewableenergy legis-

lation, thus helpimg to defeata bill to extend tax
credits (which expire in December) for solar
energy, wind,turbines, and energy-efcency
systems (see 16A, this NL). Campaign com-
mercials, however, shomd McCainina feld of
spinning wind turbines.
Fuel efficiency for vehicles: Obama, 52 mpg
standard by 2026; Biden, 40 mpg standard by
2017; McCain supports increased mpg, withno
standard specified.




iv. Positions on other selected issues
+ Energy supply: McCair has reversed himself
and now vocally supports lifting the long-
standing Congressional moratorium on oft
shore drilling (see 964, this NL). He is making
increased oil drilling, rather than innovation in
renewable energy, the centerpiece ol his energy
policy. Obama and Biden support develop-
ment of a variety of alternative energy sources,

McCain supports nuclear as prominent among

non-carbon energy sources (see 96B, this NL).

Arctic National Wildlife Refuge: Obama and

Biden, in addition to opposing opening the

Refuge to drilling, support permanent protec-

tian fo the area, MeCain hab 10 date opposed
opening the Refuge, but has not consistently
voted for permanent protection. (His running
mate wants to drill in the Refuge - see J5Aii,
above.

Reinstatement of the 2001 Roadless Area Con-

servation Rule (fornational forests): Obamaand

Biden support this. McCain did notanswer this

question on the LCV Presidential Candidnte

Questionnaire.

Protection of water resources (including inter-

mittent streams and isolated wetlands - see §7C,

this NL): Obama and Biden support  this.

McCain did not ans wer this question on the

LCV Presidential Candidate Questionnaire.

* Reinstatement of the Superfund “polluter pays”
program:  Obama and Biden support  this;
McCain voted against it im 2003, but voted for
some fees in 2

us can.nn

Below, sooresfor e present Tennes-
see delegation. These will be the incumbent can-
Gidates on Nov. 4 (with the exception of Sen.
Corker, who is not up for election this year, and
Rep. D. Davis [1-R| who lost the primary). tUnfor-
tunately, we have no information at this time on
the environmentalpositions of the challengers.

[Distr. | 2007 [ 2006 [ Lifetime
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5C. State lagisiature

We urge you to consult TCV's (Tennessee
Conservation Voters) scorecard for 2008, which we
istiibuted with NL280. TCV evaluated our state
legistators’ performance on 22 matters (bills and
resolutions) that came up during the 2008 session
of the Tennessee General Assembly.

In the House, top positive scorers were Ker-
nell (D-93) and McDonald (D-44), each with a
score of +10. There were six negative scorers (5
Republicans, one Democrat), with Baird (R-36)
and Nicely (R-17) having the worst record on the
list withscoresof -6and -5, respectively.

In the Senate, top positive scorecs were R.
Finney (R-8, score +6), Kurita (D-22, score Syand
fackson (D25, score +5). The single negative
scorer was Kilbey (D-12, score-2)

Check the scorecard for the performance of
candidates fromyour district. (Ifyou havelostthe
scorecard, request a copy from Sandra Goss,
sandra@sandrakgoss.comy.

WHATYOU CAN DO: Acquaintyoursell with
the environment/ conservation record and
tion of al candidates, and VOTE. B (g
you are registered to vote on Nov. 4.

SENATE
lexander | — | 3 [ 19 | 16
rker -1 27 1 -1 727
USE
Davis, D R =
Duncan R 3
amp 3R 7
Davis, L D
Cooper 5-D.
Cordon D 6 &
Blackburn R 2
Tanner D a
Cohen D o = %

A,

6. ENERGY AND CLIMATE CHANGE

. “Drlll, drill, drlll” Is not @ solution

Yourve all heard the sory: igh gas prices at
the pump have caused some politicians
Presidential candidate McCain) to cal: “Deil, A,
drilit” ~ especially, drill offshore and drill in the
Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (a major objective
of Sarah Palin, McCain'’s running mate). Unfortu-
nately, these drilling proposals are beginning to
sound like a very good idea to many uninformed
people who are being deliberately misled by ad-
vnmsm& media reports, and pandenng politi-
cans. | lobbyists are cnt\llﬂlmf a pro-dnlling
petition that they say has more than 1.4 million
signatures.

Some of the following facts may be familiar
to you, but they need to become mare generally
kno wn. We hope you will communicate them as
widely as you can.

Why drillij won't solve our problems
« Even if we opened all our ecasts and drilled
every st drop ofoiloutof he OuterContinen-
al Shelf, we couldn't slgmﬂcanlly influence the
vnce of oil since we possess less than 3% of the
world's reserves but consume nearly one-fourth
o fthe world's oil. Additionally, any rew drill-
ing initiat.ves would not result in marketable
roduct for a coupleof decades (Source: Energy
Information Administration). Even then, the



drop in gas priceswould be minimal (less than 4
cents/gal.for ANWR  drilling, according o
OOE).

+ The oil companres alceady have access to huge
federal underwater and land oil resources that
remain untapped. Some 90+ million acres of
federal land s — onshore and offshore - are cur-
cently under lease by oil companies, and of
these, 68 million (i.e., 75%) are not being used to
produce energy (Sources: studies by the House
Ratural Resoutces Committee and by T he Wil-
derness Society). As to offshore oil alme, of the
estimated 89billion barrels thatare recoverable,
80% are NOW open to industry, mostly in mg
Gulfof Mexico and Alaskan waler(Saurce he
federal Mineral Management Serv Evi-
dently, what the oil companies are |lymg todo
is to exploit the high-gas-price outrage to help
them lockup every last acreof federal land be-
(oleBush/Cheneyleavz office.

Buring more gas will just exacerbate our
global-warming crisis.  Other strategies are
needed o addressourenergy problems.

Short_history concerning the regulation of off-
Responding to disastrous oil spills, like the one
off the coast of Santa Barbara, California, Con-

ress in 1981 enacted a moratorium on offshore

rilling in many areas off our coasts. These
spills devastated local economies through their
impactson tourismand valuable fisheries. Their
effect on wildlife was tragic. The Congressional
moratorium must be renewed annually in the

Inlerior Appropriations bill.

+ In 1990, after the Exxon Valdez disaster off the

coast of Alaska, Pres. Bush, Sr. put in place an

executive ban on offshore drilling. This cata-
strophic oil spill has still not been adequately
clean

Even without oil spills, offshore drilling ad-

versely impacts the economies of regions whose

coasts become cross-hatched with oil-industry
infrastructure.

« On July 140f this year, Pres. Bush lifted the ex-

rative banand challenged Congress loendthe

legislative moratorium imposed in

On August 4, Presidential eandidate McCain

challenged Congress to come back from vaca-

tlon b aulhorize drilling. [1i3 noteworthy that
rrovnd ed no alternative solution for weaning
rom our dependence on foreign oil On the
mmmy, e chese to be absent from the Senate
on all 8 occasions i 2008 when bills were de-
bated that addressed alternative energy solu-
tions that could have an immediate impact on

America’s energy profile. (Note that a miss

vote counts as a "no” vote, see§5A, thisNL).

Altenatvesto“drill dull, d
« We need to invest in alternative and renewable
sources for tansporiation and othr cnerey
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needs. Repealing even a portron of the $18 bil-
lion in tax-payer subsidies for oil companies
could pay for renewable energy incentives.
Through his repealed absences (see above and
95A, this NL) Sen. McCain helped to defeat
$3335 (Baucus, D-MT; Bingaman, D-NM) and
similar bills, which would have extended in-
vestment tax credit for installing selar energy,
and production tax credits for building wind
turbines and energy-efficiency syslems. These
vital credits are set to expire in December, re-
moving the impetus for developments such as
plug-in hybrid cars that could diminish the im-
pact of high gas prices.
There is a proposal to repeal tax breaks for the
oil and gas industry and use the money to pro-
videa gas-price rebate and to fund programs to
improveautoand home energyefficiency.

lew Y ork Times columm'st Thomas L. Friedman
haswritten (8/12/08) “Without taxng fossilfu-
els 5o they become more expensive and giving
subsidies to renewable fuels so they become
more competitive ... we will notget innovation
in cleanpowerat thescale we nee

WHAT YOU CAN DO: Tell your senators and
Representative(addresseson p2), our candi-
dates, and ourmedia thatthe “drill, drill, drill*
strategy can be very harmful to our economy, our
environment, and our climate, withaytyieking

tanmgill.lulltllmm y.gas ergy
prices. listead, expending our fors on ltera-
Tive energy solutions would, provide meaningful
and lasting relief.

68, Nuclaar wa:

disposel
may be hugely expensive
Sen. McCain has proposed building 45new
nuciear-power reactors by 2030. The resulting
wasledmpma! program would geatly exceed the
of Yucca Mountain, NV, which itseif has
been controversial.

e Department of Energy has recently esti-
mated that, even if no new reactors are built, it
will cost $96 Rillion to store nuclear waste, and

will require major expansion of the Yucca Moun-
tain facility. Yuccacost es'm\ilts are: $57.5billion
(original 2001 estimate) + $38.7 billion (cost over-
run and inflation) = 5962 bvllmn. This covers
waste from existing reactors plus thedefensepro-
gram.

ware of this clever Honl

An outfit named The Heartland Institute is
widely distributng a 40-page, professional-
Tooking report entitled “Nature, Not Human Ac-
tivity, Rules the Climate --Summary for Policy-
makers” It is designed to deceive by being la-
beled the “Sdence and Environmental Policy Pro-
ject, April 2008” of the “Nongovermumental Inter-



national Panel on Climate Change,” a clever imit-
tion of the United Nation's “]
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TheBush Administration alsointendsto stop

Panel on Climate Change”. Thus, it steals the is
tials, IPCC, and even has a fancy seal. The mailing
alsoincludesa DV

They are sending it to any address they can
lay their hands on (e.g, those listed in the Na-
tional Wildlife Federation’s nationwide directo
of conservation groups) and, undoubtedly, to gul ol
lible members of the media.

And this is only one of their toxic publica-
tions. They also put out a magazine in tabloid
format, called “Environment & Climate News: the
Monthly Newspaper for Common-Sense Envi-
ronmenlalists,” which is now up to vol. 11, No.8,

d of which we published a sample list of con-
in our last Newsletter (NL280 99E). The fat-
es\mﬂllmg includes a brochureentitled “Ten Prin-
ciples of Energy Policy,” “wrilten especially for
elected officials and other opinion leaders.”

The Heartland Institute’ addcess is 19 South
LaSalle Street #903, Chicago, IL 60603,

ta . Please inform your friends of
this very clever deception.

TA.

7. OTHER NATIONAL ISSUES

Adminlstration’s last-ditch effort to
and protsction for end angered
specles. Comments due by 9/15.

The Endangered Species Act (ESA) has led a
hard life ducing the Bush Administration, which
has time and again done its best torig the science
behind the listing of species (e.g, NL270 §8E) and
to ignore court orders. Now, in its waning days,
the Administration is uuampnng 10 have 2 more
fundamental impac workin gs of the ESA
bychanging the original ey hat govemevalua-
tion of plans submitted by federal agendies.

Agencies that propose to conduct, fund, ot
authorize an action with potential harm to at-ris
species (e.g, building a dam, constructing a high-
way, opening a mine) have always been required
tosubmit their plans to either the Fish & Wildlife
Service or the National Marine Fisheries Service.
These consultations have rarely stopped projects
but have accasionally resulted in project modifica-
i

ons.
In early August, Interior Secretary Dirk
Kempthorne ‘moved to eliminate thi's requirement
for independent scientificreview. Theagency that
15 proposing to conduct, fund, or authorize an ac-
tion would decide on its own whether the project
oses a threat 0 any species. The dam-building or
road-building agencies in question of course wint
10 do the project, and permit-granting age ncies
(e OSM) are often beholden to the indus iies
they regulate.

of global warming impacts on spe-
cies that are lmpenlzd by climate change. In an-
nouncing the new rules, Kempthorne said the
regulatorychanges werenceded to ensure that the
ESA would not be used asa “back door” to regu-
late the gases blamed for global warming,

The proposed rules were drafted by legal
staff, and agency scientists werenot consulted un-
til a few days before the announcement. Even
more troubling is the fact that theAdministration
is limiting the comment period to just 30 days
(deadline September 15), thus keeping the pubiic
outof the decision- makmg process. You can ge to
the w site

ttp:/ [ wiww.regulati
M Lucumrngs) npub
63826, orsee the box, below

The Bush Administration’s aim is to get the
rules finalized before the November 4 election.
This will make it much harder and more fime-
consuming for thenew administration to overturn
them. Tooverturn them through legislative action
by the newCongress will take even longer. In the
meantimme, somespecies maybite the dust.

‘WHAT YOU CANDO: Before September 15,
<ontact Sec Dirk Kempthome, US Dept.ofthe
Interior, in opposition to the pr

chmges that wouldeviseetatorne Endangered
SpecesAct. Urge, also, that the public comment
period onthisvitalmatterbe extended toa mini-
mumof90 days.

Subru't your comments through the web site
e i thesboye i, armalthem (o arive
by9/15)

Public Comment Processing, Attension: 1018-
TS, Division of Poliy and Directves Man-
agement, US. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401
Nerth Fairtx Drive Suite 222, Arlington. VA

Gray wolves get temporery respite
after Mlllllll'imhnl exposes them
to exterm/nat
(information trommccem News,8/12/08]
The comeback of gray wolves in the Northern
Rockies has been one of America’s greatest wild-
life success stories; moreover, the wolf's restora-
tion has revived the ecosystems of the area. In
Maych however, the Bush Administration
ped gray wolves of federal protection under
the Enmg ered Species Act. In the four subse-
quent months, 110 wolves were killed in idaho,
Montana and Wyoming - about cne pet day.
der the government's plan, all but 300 could be
slau htered, which would push them back to the
of extinction.
Several nationat groups(NRDC, Earthjustice,
andothers) filed suit and requested a preliminary
injunction in order to put a stop to the siaughter of
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the wolves. Inearly August, a federal judge or- manatees, and other marine life, damaged sea
dered the Bush administration to restore endas grasses, disturbed park visitors' sense of peace
gered species prolections for gray wolves — in short, they disrupted the natural

Greater Yellowstone and the northern Rockies un- q.m..,,s of parks. Additionally they arevery pol-
til the full case can be heard in court. Thousands Tuti ischarg e 3 gallons of gaso-
fYellowstone visitors have signed a petition urg- lineand eil during a 2-hour ride, and produce as
inga long-termrecoveryplan forwolves. muchair pollution asa 1998vehicle driven 100,000
miles. By 2002, almost alljetskishad been phased

7C. Cleen Water Restoration Act outat most parks

Following pressure bythejet ski lobby, NPS

otk protactiALL watars decided in 2006 to allow reintroduction ofjet skis
it

(Based oninfermatien frem theN'Y Tumes, 3/18/08)

A highly confused, 3-way-split, Supreme
Courtruling 0f2006 has led to musunterpretations
of the 1972 Clean Water Adt, which clearly in-
tended to protect all the waters and wetlands of
the United States. As a result ofthe confused rul-
ing, thousands of miles of streams and millions of
acres of wetlands have become exposed to pollu-
tionand damaging development.

An internal document, obtained by Congress,
revealed that the EPA dropped or delayed more
than 400 cases involving suspected violations of

a
+ Gulf Island National Seashore (along FL and
MScoastlines)

Pictured Rocks Nat'l Lakeshore (Michigan's
Upper Peninsula)

Cape Lookout National Seashore. NC.
Conservation groups have gone to court to seek
reinstatement of the jet ski ban at the first two of
these locations. The case is pending,

the Clean Water Act. The reason cited in almost 8. OAK RIDGE end VICINITY
evety instance was that regulators did not know
whether the streams and wetlands in question 8A. North Ridge Trall:

were still covered under the act. The current in-
terpretation has been that seasonal, intermittent
streams and remote wetlands deserve protection

Adopt-A-Section Program
[Conuributed by TCWP Trail Steward, Susan Donnelly|

only if regulators can show a “significant nexus” What is theddopt. A-SectionProgram?

to a navigable body of water. In the meantime, ‘Thisisa sounteerprogramihat gives hikers,

we've had to fight several state bills that remove \eail runners, nature enthusasts, and anyone. who

&l protedionsircmaiall 'upsirean” witérs e, loves the teail the chance to assist theTrail Stew-

NL276 944, NL278 16A). ardin monitoring, maintaining, and enhancingthe

Rep.Oberstar(B, MN) 8 Ihé chiefisponseriof trail access trails, and trailheads.

The Clean Water Restoration Act, HR.2421/5.1870, ) ’

which would cut through this mess by establish- What's init forme?

ing, once and for al, that federal protections appl Youcan make sureyoursection staysin good

toal] waters, reaffirming thebroad federal protec- shape, improve i where necessary, and qukly

tions thal Congress intended more than 30 years identify any problems. You ultimately help en-
hydrological sease, since sure the trail is around for a long time to come.

lated and nearly all It's a great way to give back to the environment
and the commut'ty, while enjoying tune outdoors
and the personal satisfaction that comes from vol-

arepart ofalargerwatershed.
here is nota lotof time left in the legislative

calendar, but both House and Senate have already unteering to improve something you already en-
held hearings, and alotisat stake. Gov. Bredesen joy-
wrote a strong letter of suppest to our senators Whiecan adoptasection?
(NL27898A). Individuals, families, groups of individuals,
school and youth groups, scout troops, church,
WHAT YOU CAN DO: Urgeyou.r US. senators community, and service organizations, and busi-
representative tcsupport quick passage of nesses can adopt a section. Anyone with an inter-
HR2421/S.1870, the Clean Water Restorsti on estinthe trailand the outdoors iswelcome to help
Adt. preserve this unique asset and provide safe, enjoy-
able access tothe outdoors.
7D.National Perk Service ceves In Whatwould [do?
to Jet Ski lobby Adopt-A-Section volunteers assist the Trail
During the Clinton Administration, NPS Steward in maintaining the trail. Activities m-
heeded thevoices of conservationgroupsand pro- clude keeping the trail surface free of fallen
hibitedjet skis from operaling withinaguaticunits branches and other debris, pruning small limbs
of the National Park System. These “personal and undergrowth from the trail corridor, picking
il

watercraft” injured or displaced turties, manatees, up litter, and maintaining the trailhead area.



(Please provide any hand tools, etc, you may
need. Chainsaws are ol permitted.) Other te-
sponsibilities include notifying the Trail Steward
of larger maintenance issues such as fallen trees,

osion problems, trail sign maintenance, misuse
ofthe trail, and trailhazardsor safetyissues.

How do f get started?
1€ you have a specific section in mind, let us
know. Tf the section you choose is available for
adoption, welll getyou ht away. (fyou
don't have a specificseclion in mind, we canhelp
you find therightone.Once you've chosen a sec-
tion, the Trail Steward will sét a date that is con-
venient for both of you to meet and discuss the
benefits andrequirementsof section adoption.

Adoption Period
A trail section s adopted for a period of one
year, renewable annually thereafter upon ap-
Emvil by the Trail Sleward. This agreement may
¢ teminated af any time by the volunteer or the
Trail Steward,

Frequencyofvisits

Volunteers are asked to inspect their adopted
trail section at least ¢ times per year (approxi-
mately once evety 3 monits) Chacse the days
and fimes thatare converuent for you the
trail. . You may wish to check it e Trad Stew:
ard prior to your inspection and send a written
eport aftereach st so hat we may keep track

ofyour efforts andof trailconditions.

WRATYOU CAN DO: Voluriet orthe
dopt A-Segment program for the North Ridge
Tral

ContactSandraat
01865-522-3805.
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tiativesarise that would involve significant change
1o present land uses, DOE would convene a land-
use planning effort to consider stakeholder con-
cerns,

Concerning Three Bends, Mr. Boyd said that
the area was safe for 15.20 years, and he repeated
his earlier promise that nothing would happen
there nless the community came to him with a
consensus planfor action.

8C. ORNL constructing
very large solar pe:

Oak Ridge Mational Laboratory is construct-
ingoneof the lacgest andmost efficient photovol-
taic arrays in Tennessee (only two others of com-
parable sizeexist elsewhereinthestate). The solar
panel, which will be 288’ x 10’ in size and operate
at18.7% efficiency, willgenerate51.25 kilowatls at

eak power. Its output will help power a large
two-storey office building that, with the help of
various energy- e(ﬁclency features aimsto become
azero-energy buildin

9. TCWP NEWS

9A. TCWP offers pert-time position
TCWP is seeking candidates for a part-time
posiion tha s expected (o require about 20 hours
of work per month, with weekly work hours vary-
ing with scheduled events. Workwill invoive re-
cruiting/coordinati
events.
someknowledge of(or willingness tolearn about)
ues, and the ability to express

8B. Groups discuss land-sse practices
with DOE staff

Concerned by reports that the Department of
Energy (DOE) was planning o transfer yet an-
other parcel from the Oak Ridge Reservation into
other ownership, the Southern Environmental
Law Center, on behalf of several organizations (in-
cluding TCWP), wrote to DOE requesting that the
agencygenerate a land-use ElSbefore makingany
more Jand-use decisions (NL280 J10A). On July
3, DOE's director of Oak Ridge Operations
(ORO), Gerald Boyd, and other DOE staff met
with representatives of AFORR (Advocates for the
Oak Ridge Reservation) a..d TCWF who ex-
pre: oncern fragmenta-
uon/segmemauan resullmg lrom DOE's land-use
decisions,

Mr. Boyd believes thatORO is appropriately
addressmf the segmentation issues in its Envi-
ronmental Assessment process for specific projects
on the ORR, and he offered to convene a work-
shop to explain how DOE is implementing the EA
process. He made a sommitment that, should any
new programmatic or economic development ini-

themselves in writing.

lease forward this announcement to anyone

whomightbe suitable and inteested. Candidates

should ~ send resumes or questions to
or call 865.522.3609.

9B. TCWP encouraging @ program for
malntalning North Ridge Trall
TCWP's Trail Steward, Susan Donnelly, has
developed an Adopt-A-Segment Progeam 1o en-
courage a broader effort formaintaining our great
WNorth RidgeTrail. See8A,above.

9C. Volunteers

« Carol Grametbauer and Cindy Kendrick once

again contributed major portions of this News-

letter. Thank you!
We thank Cindy Kendrick for produarg an at-
tractive color flyer of TCWP summer and fall
events thatwas widelydistributed.
Many thanks to Mary Lynn Dobson, Dennis
Gregg, Frank Hensley, Lee Russell, and Sandra



Goss for driving to Atlanta for the:
NPS about Obed WSR land acqui
thisNL).
We still need volunteers badly for numerous
specific tasks, some quite small and easy.
Please refer toNL277 48A. (fyou've lostit, con-
fat Sandra Coss at 865.522-3809, or at
ndrakgoss.con

9D.Upcoming activities
[Conteibutedby Caroi Geametbaver]

Come help remove invasive exotic plants at the
TVA Ecological Study Area at Worthington Ceme-
tery on the east side of Oak Ridge, and enjoy a
piz7a picnic aftecwards. This area depends on us
annually removing exolic pest plants that threaten
the native plants. The ceanup will begin # 9

and conclude with lunch around noon. Parti
pants should wear sturdy shoes and gloves, and
bring loppers or shears if possible. Tools will also
be available at the worksite.

Black Oak Ridge Conservation Easement hike —

There are new opportunities for the public to hike
on the Oak Ridge Reservation, andyoucan join us
10 explore them. We willwalk a loopof about 3.5
miles on rough g ravel coads with some steep hills.
This will be a chance to enjoy the fast wildflowers
of the year with botanist and TCWP Board mem-
berLafry Pounds. Wewilt meetat1:30p.m.at the
trailhead parking on Blair Road, north ofthe East
Temessee Technology Park (formerly K-25).
(Blaic Road comes off the Oak Rldgz Turnpike
near EYTP) NOTE that both the time and the
meeting place represent a change from what was
announced inNL 280.

'CWP Annual Meeting -- Saturday, November 1
Mark your alendar now for a day of talks and
hikes featuring the Cumberland Trail State Pack.
Bobby ., Park ex; Tony Hook, man-
ager of the Cumberland Trail Conference; and Del
Thiitt of Friends of the Cumberland Trail will up
date us about the park, and the challenges and
opportunities it presents. The meeting. tobe held
at the Ridge BBQ restaurant at Cove Lake State
Park, will get underway with coffee and breakfast
snacks at 30 am ; the program will start at 10.
We'll conclude with a brief business session, ol-
lowed by lonch at the restaurant. After lunch,
there will bea choice of hikes for thase who are in-
terested. Watch for an upcoming mailing with
more information about the hikes and registration
details!
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Oak Ridge Cedar Barren Cleanup —Saturday,

November 15

TheOak Ridge CedarBarren, adjacentto Jefferson
Middle School, willbe the site of exotic invasive
plant_removal. Saved from developme
BWD, e Barn has been protected by designa.
tion s registered stateNatural Area and bya 20-
yor ;annersmp be(ween the state, the Cily
idge, and TCWP. One of only a few i
o A Temessee theares i subject toin-
vasion by Chinese lespedeza, leather leaf ligus-
trum (Japanese pri vet), autumn olive, mimosa,
cass, multiflora rose, and woody plants
that threaten the system's prairie grasses. Our ef-
forts will help 10 eliminate the invasives and oth et
shade-producing plants that prevent the prairie

grasses fromgetling needed sun

Volunteers should meet in the Jefferson Middle
School Parking lot at 9 am, with sturdy shoes,
loppers, gloves, and water. The work session will
conclude at noon.

'CWP Holiday. Eﬂny —Thursday, December
Save the date! jenny Freeman and Bill Allen will
once again open their buely home to TCWP
members and friends to celebrate the holidays.
Thi's annual affair has become the highlight of
many holiday calendars. Look for more details in
the next newsletter.

Additional information on all TCW P activitizs inay be
obtained from TCW P Executive Director Sandra K.
s at Sandra@sandrakgoss.com or at 865-522-3809.

lecent events
(ContributedbyCarol Grametbauer]

Head of the Sequatchie outing - July 19

TCWP board member and naturalist Mary Lynn
Dobson and Cumberland Trail State Park Ranger
Anthony Jones led a group 0f260na visit toDev-
ilstep Hollow Cave and Head of the Sequatchie
Spring. Although the cave is not apen to the pub-
ic to protect its 1,000-y ear-old cave d rawings, the
group hiked to the cave entrance, had lunch by a
stream, and leam ed more about the history of this
“jewel in the neckl ace of the Cumberland Teail”

Lyn Bales'’ talk on ljams Nature Center ~ [uly 24

About 30 Klople heard nature writer, illustrator
and ljams Nature Center naturalist Lyn Bales dis-
cuss the 70-year history and current programs of
Tjams. Lyn brought a corn snake and an Eastern
screech owl along to his talk. Fle referenced his
TCWP presentation in the July 21 entry to his blng,
“Nature Calling”  You can read it by going to

ing on “July” in the blog archive. -



10. CALENDAR; RESOURCES
(Contributed by Carol Grametbauer)

++ CALENDAR
(For details, check the referenced NL item; or contact
ndra Goss, 865-522-3809,0r
indrakgos:

« Sept.13, Woodland wildflowerwalk at U.T. Ar-
boretum, OakRidge ledby Kris Light, naturalist
and photogeapher. Meet [#a.m.atthe Progeam
Shelter(Hwy62).

* Sept.13, Citico Creek Wilderness hike, 7 miles,
strenuous. Contact SouthernAppalachianForest
Coalition, nicole@safc.org or 828.252.9223.

« Sept. 15, deadline for EndangeredSpeciescom-
ments (seef7A, this NL).

« Sept. 20, Bandy Creek Campground, BSENRRA,
AnnualStorytelling Festival. Contract Friends of
the BSFats33-663.45%6.

« Sept. 20, John Muir Trail Hike, Hiwassee State
Scenic River, ledby Tenn. Division ofNatural
Areas. RSVP required bySeptember 18to David
Lincicom eats15 5320439 or
david lincicomeG@state.tn.us; or to Andrea Bishop
at615.741-9141 or andrea.bishop@state.tn.us.

« Sept. 20, Frozen HeadStatePark Volunteer Trail
Work Day (see€28, thisNL).

« September 22-23, Raleigh, NC, BiomasSouth2008:
Charting a Coursefor Biofuels, Biopower, and
Bioproducts. Forinfo,contactjohn Bonitz,
bonitz@cleanenergy.org.

« September27, National Public LandsDay
leanup WorihingtonCemetery (see9D this

L)

« September 27,0bed clean-up (see §1D, thisNL)

« October 2, RiverHeroAwardand reception,
Tennessee Clean WaterNetwork, Knoxville (see
4C, this NL)

« October 14-17, Nashville, Natural AreasAssocia-
tion’s39"National Conference, joinedby theNa-
tional Association of ExoticPestPlant Councils.
Discussion of ecological managementwill feature
anemphasis on invasive exoticspeciesand the
anticipated influenceof climate change. Visit
www.naturalarea,org for more information.

© October 18,FrozenHeadState ParkVolunteer
Trail Work Day(see92B, this NL).

* October 19, Black Oak Ridge Conservation Ease-
menthike(see 19D, thisNL).

* October24, Owl Prowlat Lilly Bluff(see J1D,
this NL).

* November 1, TCWP Annual Meeting (see {9D,
this NL).
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« November13-15, Nashville, Second Annual
Meeting fora SustainableTN. Forinfo, visit
W sust rg.

«November 15, Oak Ridge Cedar Barren cleanup
{see 919D, thi's NL).

* November1S, Frozen Head StatePark Volunteer
Trail WorkDay(seeq2B, thisNL).

= December 6,FrozenHeadStatePark Volunteer
Trail Work Day (see 12B, this NL)

« December 11, TCWP Holiday Party (9D, this
NL).

++ RESOURCES

« A complete listing ofu pcoming events inTennes-
see’s stateparksis availableon line. Visit
ww events,

* A growing numberof websites offer“carboncal-
culators,” a way to estimateyour personal annual
productionof carbondioxide. Someto checkout
aresites produced bytheGlobalFoolprin Nel-
work (www.footprintnetwork.org/ calculator);
the Naure Conservancy

ives/ cli nge/cale
4 slalory o Radeﬁmng Progress.

www. torg). {Source: Siera maga-
Zine Seplember /Octabers005)

“Forests as Carbon Sinks" s the title of the latest
" (actsheet publiched byihe Obed Watershed
Community Association (OWCA, 185 Hood
Drive,Crossville, TN 38555, 931-484-9033). For-
estscontain nearly 75%of the Earth’s biomass, so
itis crucialto understand therole forests playin
thecarboncycle and climatechange



Do you like

The TCWDP Newsletter?

Since 1966, the Tennessce Citizens for Wilderness Planning
Newsletter has been providing the best source of
environmental news in the Southeast.

The TCWP Newsletter brings you:
e Concise and timely summaries of environmental issues
ofimportance to Tennessee and the nation
e Information about how you can make your voice heard
in environmental decisions
e Listings of events and activities forall ages and interests

Here's how to get one for yourself --
join TCWP today

Complete the coupon below and mail with a check payable to TCWP to
Charlie Klabunde, TCWP Treasurer,
219 East Vanderbilt Dr., Oak Ridge, TN 37830.
TCWP membership includes a subscription to the Newsletter and our annual Political
Guide. Individual dues are $25.00, Family $35. www.tewp.org 865-522-3809
(Half price for those joining after July 1)

I (we) would fike to join TCWP and receive the Newsletter and Political Guide.

Name = ==

Address

Phone. E-Mail

Amount enclosed







