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AvG 23, 1916

TO THFE SPFOIAL COMMITTEE APPOINTED BY THE TRUSTEES OF THE
UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSEE TO ACT UPON THE STOUGH CASE,
MESSRS, BOLTON SMITH, H., CLAY EVANS, and WILLIAM P, COOPER?
.GENTLEMEN:

In the Fnoxville Journal and Tribume of July 25th is
published & resolution signed by you that reflects upon the
veracity of several ladies, myself among the ;umber. The im-
plication is there made that we were in part raesponsible for
and 1nvolvc§/;1th Dr. Stough in an attack made wpon the charaot-
er ef.the teachihg of a Professor of the University of Tennessee,
your statement in part is :"the charges are S0 enormous that wd

gould not find any wan of clean life guilty of them unless the

evidence were conclusive, and no one can claim this to be true

in this case.," lMesdames Dodson, Mcgrannahan, Craft,
witﬁ myself, are named as having given this evidence. I am ‘
writing you to say that this is & base slandex upoh these res-—
pectable womem., We furnished absolutely no evidence upon which
Dr. Stough could be justified in making charges "so enormous
that no man of clean 1life oould be guilty of them", Just here I
W1shvto emphaaize»the fact that no one could possibly disapprove
more of the public attack of Dr. “tough's against the Profes-
sor and the University than I do. Hence, it scems most unjust
that I should he puﬁ conspicuously forward as eithér his aldg/
abettor, or informer.

Yet my alleged action is made the basis upon which your decision
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is given which exonerates the Professor and reflects upon the
veracity, intelligence and discretion of myself and others,

Your resolution states that Mrs, L. Crozier French wrote
a complimentary article of a lecture of the Professor's, deliv-
ered on June 19th, 1913, an& in 19216 she made contrary stafements.
The evidence wupon which you make this ohaige against me was furn-
ished you by said Professor, himself. I pronounce this evidence
falee. I wrote no article complimentary of the lecture, and I
did verbally condemm in mo uncertain terms that part of the leét-
ure treating of prostitution. I took issue with the Prcfeesor
himeelf during the delivery of the lecture in order to give him
& hint that he was touching on dangerous ground. For he was add-
ressing an anti-vice league composed of women organized for the
purpose of helping the churches to do away with the. segregated
dietrict and to furnish & refuge and homes for the immates of
houses to be closed, He sald during his lecture that it was use- |
less to work for the breaking up of prostitution, that as far back
ag any record of peoples existed this inetitution had been m2in-
tained in 211 the countries of the world, and that it alwaye
would continue, That the prostitute was suoh because of her harod;-
ty, and that she oould not escape from that destiny. I interrupt- j
ed the Professor here to ask if he did not think many young girls |
through ignoramce or innocemce or because of violemce were reduced
to so low a sooial position that they could not rise, and in conse- : f

quence were forced to joim the professional class of unfortunates?

R P
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He said no doubt there were some such, but qowmtinly few,
T had been so acoustomed during thirty years of public work
o have men who held that man's necessities caused this oonditlon

of & permament class of women to be sacrificed, that I could not .

help but suspect that the Professor held,with many of these, the
naaean!ty of a douwble standard of morals, but not being willing to
plm hirr in that clese withont confirmation of my mmlusiens, at
the ﬁz‘.\eao of his lecture I went uwp t0 him and sald: "From things
you have sald in thie leeture I am forced to oertain ocm.‘maiena,
m I wigh to put to you a& direot question: Do you belleve .in &
dmxble standard m’ morals?® His reply was 'Tsa; I & 1 satd,
wiﬂi !,udigmtian, *Phen I have nothing more to say to you", am
lsﬁs,‘ tha room, Other ladies remonstrated with him on his wstﬁon

and‘; were conﬂrmed in the opfnions they had formed, that he believ~

ed m a double standard of mora).u along sex lines,

It trfmblad me 80 much to think we had a teacher of biolo&y
in ﬁha Univerm.ty who was not ashamed to confess he believed 13
& d.euhl& standard of morals that I went to the Pmtessor's ohss
room the next day %o try and convince him of his exror, I can
give some of our discussion almost mrts/t:la for the reaion that I
rapiaﬁed it so many times diresctly a?ter its ocowrance. I began:i-
"Pré»ﬁasers I said to vou yesterday whem you $old me you believed
in the doutle standard of worals %hat I had nothing more to say |

to you, but to-day I come to renew the subject.," He said: "Yes,
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I was told by Mra, __ that you had been oriticising me
very aaﬂiﬁﬁﬁny*, I said "Yes, I have, but I have said nothing
behind your back that I am not willing to say to vour face. I
think you are entirely wrong to believein a ﬁhuble‘atandard of
morals, &, &e¢." He said:; "I 4id not say that I gproved or en- |
dorsed it; I did not make the double at&ndard; but you, yourself,
know that it exists". I replied: * I sertainly do know tﬁat large .
nunbers of people heold that aman 1s excusable for zexualAirreguLari-

ty, but woman is not, for I have been fighting this with all ny

might for thirty years. I did not ask you if rany people believed
in g double standard, I aded 4f xgg_bslieved in it, and you said
yes." In congluding our discussion the Professor put this hypo-
thetical case: |
ino you mean: %o say that if a boy and girl, say brother and

sister, are raised in the same circumstances with similar teachings

and surroundings that 1t is not worse for the girl to commit un- :
chaste agte than the boy?!" You see here that the Professor shows !
that he believes the girl should be judged more strictly than the

boy.~~This is, of course, what is called the double stanimrd of

I T A L 1) N R

morals. I replied that I did not thinx the girl should be held to
stricter éaoounﬁability than the boy., I tried %o show him that

the laws of mnature, those of our oivil cedes, and ethical las =all
demand alike chastity on the part of both mean and woman, and that
oustom must be made to oen!érm %0 these demands, Having no assurance

that I had in any waysucceeded in changing the Professor's views I
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deemed it my duty to iform the President of the Unversity concern-

ing the position of the Professor on the double standard, I there-

fore had & long interview with Dr. Ayres on this matter. I took
him two books on the subject of the necessity of chastity in men

to p}aco ;n the University Library.

Dr, Ayres stated he believed the Professof was a moral man, that

he would not do anything to injure the students, To this I replied

that I made no charges againet the man's moral co rduet, never having

heard of him until a few days before hie lecture, but that I thought

that any teacher of blology was dangerous for the young who excus-

ed a do?bla stanﬁard of morals because & number of peOplo‘condoned
atxnllﬁimmoraliéy in men, I considered that my:esponsibility ended
with m& report to the President of the University,

Three years later, and several days after Dt, Stough's criti-

cism againet the professor I was asked bv Mrs, ¥nox if I would add

my testimony to liers and others that the Professor had said that

he believed in & double standard of mcrals. I a&id that I would, and

I d4id do so by signing my name to the following}statementsé~'At
the close of Prof. Schaeffer's lecture I put this direct question
to him—Do you believe in a double standard of morals? His reply

was, YWes, I do' *,
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