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( SUMMARY OF TESTIMONY OFFERED BY THIS MEMBER
IN RE

IR, R, S, ELLIS OF THE UNIVERSITY OF TENNESSLE FACULTY,

This member of the University Faculty, upon being
exanined by Dean Hoskins, made the following material statements:

1. He attended a meeting called by Dr, Radferd to arrange for
an investigation of Dr, Sprowls' case (B.1)

2. He sought to get other members of the University Faculty
to sign a letter addressed to the Assoeiation Of American

University Professors asking for an investigation of Dr. Sprowls'
cases (pel)

3+ He, himself, signed the letter (p.2)

4.8le refuses to give any information regarding the connection
of other members of the Faculty with this letter, claiming it to
be a matter of confidence. (p.2, 11)

{ 5+ IHe sought outside interference in the Sprowls case without

first making any attempt to get the true facts of the case frem
‘the University authorities. (p.3)

6. He believes that a member of the Faculty should not be dis-
charged until his case has been "taken up and threshed over by
2 large number of people~disinterested.” (p.3)

7« He does not approve of the present orgenization of the Uni-
versity with respect to engaging and dismissing members of the
Faculty, holding that once a member is engaged the University
should not discharge him “without trial®, (p«4,5)

8+ e is dissatisfied with the organization and methods of
procedure of the University. (p.6§a :

9. During the recent disturbance he criticized the University
in conversation with one of his neighbors. (p.7)

10. He claims to be loyal to and vitally interested in, the
University (p.8)

11, He has oriticized the University policy respecting his
department, before his students. (p.9 :

12, Acting solely on information coming from Dr, Sprewls and
Dr. Radford, he advised Dr, Sprowls to seek an investigation
of his case. (p.1l)



INTERVIEW WITH DR. R, 8. ELLIS
June 18, 1923,

Questioned by Dean J, D, Hoskins,

Qs Doctor, I want to ask you about some things with regard te

the trouble we have had here in the University. Did you attend any

of the meetings held to arrange for an investigation of Dr. Sprowls'
case?

Ao I attended one meeting that was called by Dr. Redferd

in his room to take up the @ estion and consider it, the result of
which, as far as I know, was several members of the faculty came over
and talked to you about the propesition. As I understand the matter
that is s far as it went., I also attended another meeting which was
not at all for the purpese of considering that question end I den't
remember that it was especially discussed. It was one of the regular
neetings of the local chapter here. Dr, Glocker talked on the question
of teachers' insurance, and the questions that came up there for active
discussion did not concern Dr. Sprowls- one was of salaries and I was
also one of the committee that talked the matter over with you. A2s

far as I know there was no regular meeting uf that kind, In fect, as
underlf.l._nd the policy of the A’i A, U, Ty it is not customary for

local chapters to take action in such féshion. They consider it outside
of the territery of a leoal chapter te 40 a Ahing of (et Rils 1oy
be mistaken about that but that is my understanding,

Qe Did you ask any member of the faculty to sign a letter
asking for an investigation?

A, Yes sir, I asked a member if he would be interested in
signing such a letter,

Qe What did he say?

Well he said that-- I could not tell you exactly what he
said. He offered some reasons, saying he thought the thing should be
taken up and threshed out. For some reason he did not care to take
part in the matter,



Qe He did not sign the letter?

A, Noo

Q. Who was the man you asked?

A I was thinking at the moment of Dr. Hesler.

Qo Was that letter signed or written when you presented it?
A, I don't think se.

Qe Did you sign that letter?

A, I will answer that question, Dean, I did, but I would not

answer & question involving any other member of the faculty.

Qe You would refifise to answer any other question with regard

to the faculty?
&, I think that is fair. I was willing to sign such a letter

myself but I den't think I am called on to make & statement with regard
to any other members of the faculty.

Qs You are Head of the Department of Psychelegy?
A, Yes sir,
Qs Do you consider your obligations to individuals in cases

of this kind greater than your obligation to the University?
A, No sir, I don't consider the obligation greater than to
the University but I do consider my obligation as to the confidence

of a Professore-

Qs Suppose the Board of Trustees should ask you this question?
A, What Question?

Qs The one I asked you about signing the letter?

Ay I could not answer that for anyene simply because I think

it is unfair to ask a man a question of that kind, If I have a con-
fidential dealing with you, Dean, and somebedy comies along and asks
ebout that I don't feel free to expose your name, otherwise it would
come down to this: the only thing necessary to bring out a thing of
that kind would be ask a question and every person would tell everything
he knew and if we were to follew that out I can see how no confidences



could be kept- simply get a person into a tight question and he
would have to come out and tell all he knows about a thing. I may
be mistaken, but that would be my attitude in a question of that kind.

Qe Did I understand you to say that you signed the
letter?

A, Yes sir,

Qe To whom was that letter addressed?

A I am not sure that I could give you his neme. He is

chairman of the committee who usually handles such cases.

Qe Of the American College Professors Association?

A, Yes sir.

Qe What were the contents of the letter, Doctor?

A, It was simply a routine statement as to the situation

| as some of us understood the matter and request that it be taken

up in the ordinary way.

Qs Had you come to the President or to me and asked

what the circumstances surrounding the case were?

A, No sir, I hadn'. I had heard a considerable mmber of
statements as to what cie situation was, of course- different opinions,
It seems to me we will never have a teaching profession until when a
man takes a position in a university he can have some kind of assurance
that his case at least can be taken up and threshed over by a large
number of people~ disinterested- before he can be discharged. I have
teld Dr, Sprowls there were certain things about his teeching that
were objectionable. I do not believe it is the thing to take wp a

man and discharge him without more formal notice than this,

Qe Do you know what he was told as to why he would not be
reappointed?
A, No sir, but I .lnow what he said- I know what some members

of the faculty said which was practically that he did not fit inte
the organization- was not the sort of man to do satisfactory field



work. That is substantially all that I heard on that peint.

Qe - Your letter asking for the invéstigation was sent out after
this information came to you?

Ay Yes sir,

Qe The method of procedure in the University in the employment

of professors is for the Head of the Department- I mean professors under
the head~ to make recommendations to the Dean and the Dean to the President
and they all agree on it and then that recommendation goes up to the
Executive “ommittee of the Board of Trustees and then to the Beard of
Trustees. Now when chenges are made the head of the department makes
recormendations with regard to the changes, stating reasons why the change
should be made. He makes that recommendaticn to his Dean and that recommenda-
tion takes the same course as in the Pfirst case ms.omd. How are you

in sympathy with that organization?

A, Well, I think there is this objection to be raised to its
operations I would like to make myself clear on this particular case.
When PUr. Sprowls was brought here in the middle of the year to £ill out the
unexpired term of Dr. Clark he was definitely understoed to be on trial-
thet was my understanding of the situations I believe that at the end of
this time his capacity in the way of field werk was pretty %oreughly
understood. I talked that over with Professor Thacksten a.t} ;».t time
myself and I am sure Professor Thackston felt sure he would never make &
suoccessful follower of Ur, Clark, In fairness to Dr, Sprw]:- and the
teaching profession he should have been discharged then and not now,

He had come here on trial and if Dr, Thackston had simply not recommended
hin for reelection I don't think anyone could have said & word, He had
been brought on trial and knew this thing at that time. On the other hand,
he was put on the pay roll presumebly as a regular man and then told he
did not fit in, In fairness to the man and the teaching profession, I
think he should have been told that he did not fit in at that time, If
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if‘ had been done then I should not have had one criticism because that
was what he was brought here for but it seems to me that to bring him
here and take him on and discharge him without trial it is unfaire-

to discharge him without bringing out something new- nothing has been
brought out either directly or indireetly, IHe lmew he was not a public
speaker and could not take the place of Professor Clark,

Qe On what grounds would you say we should continue te keep
him on?
A, My point is that you should not necessarily keep him., If

in fairness this wes going to be done et that time and if it was going te
be done after that time it was as much a eriticism of Professor Thackston

as it was of Sprowls,

1 am elso sure it was thought he wes not a public
speakers There are certain things about his metheds of teeching of which
I do not approve. Looking at it from the standpoint of the teacher, unless
& man can have seme surety of going into a place that he will be kept after
he has been on prabe.;t.ion it is bad for the profession- that is the attitude
of the A, A, U, Ps It is not interested in taking a men and keeping him
when he should be fireds In some cases where an investigation was made

it was reported against the professor and said that he should have been
kicked out. Some are found against the Administration. It is simply fer
e fair investigation on all sides.

Qe Isn't it a fact that you have been dissatisfied with the
erganization and methods of procedure of the University?

A, I will tell you the cause and extent of my dissatisfaction,
Qs You have been dissatisfied?
A, Yes, I will give the details because I want it to be a frank

statement, Dr. Thackston came to me a year or two years ago and asked me if
1 would take Professor Duggan into my class and keep him there two or three
years and give him a class in Psychology. I objected to that because I kmew
nothing about Professor Duggan and to say that I would keep him in class



two years and then turn over a section to him was entirely contrary
to my position as to scholarship teaching, I objected very strongly
but that is what happened. Dr, Sharp was brought here after I had
told Professor Thackston that I knew he could not teach Pmﬁolm
because he had not had enough training- one-fourth course in General
Psychology~ one four hours course of three months. He had also had
& course in educational psychology. I locked over his record and
told Professor Thackston he could not teach general paycholegy. I
was instructed to give him two courses one term and one course another
terms I objected to that and finally I took over both sections for
the second term and got along pretty well despite of the fact that I
had a large mmber. I arranged to get Dr, Sprowls to come over and
take some of the work. I have no obgection to Dr, Sharp. He was
trained in rural psychology. Ie had & hard time in one section of
psychology. After I had protested I did not think it was fair teo
give him that work any way. This year the seme thing has happened
except with some little deviations I am interested wikkx in my werk
end I don't like to see & man put in charge of a college class unless
he has had pretty good training for that courses There is one other
thing and ihh will conclude my dissatisfaction with my end of this ;
situation. Professor Thackston has been working to get the Depart-
ments of Psychelogy and Education

Qe How do you know that?

A, He made the suggestion to me, He talked the propesition
over with Dr, Sprowls. I know, though nobedy has told me so, that he
has talked the matter over with youl

Qe At my request?

As I don't know who brosched the subject. I know he talked
the matter over with me the first year I was here, As I have pointed
out, I believe you will find if you will take time to go into the matter
that psychology whatever its defects may be is aiming to be a science



and as such is more clesely related to physiology than enything.
It is in no sense dependent on education as a science. 4And here
at the risk of being egotistical, I object to being placed under

Dre Thackston. I don't obj , to being placed under some man thoroughly

trained but I do object to being placed under & man who has not had as
much training as I have hads In the past two years I have had that
situation to deal withe I feel that I would like to have a quality

of work of & high order, I can't have unless I have semebody there
qualified to do good worke I have been dissatisfied on that account,

1 don't see how any man ceuld be otherwise.

Qe : Did you have anything to di with furnishing material

for the publication "Truth" either directly or indirectly?

Ay Nos I had no notion of anything like that coming out
until Dr, Sprowls asked if ! had seen the "Truth". I got a copy

 and looked it over and I have had ebsolutely nothing to do with it,
Qs Did you have any talks with Mr. Paul Cameren about the
Univéﬂity in which you eriticized the University?

A, v I had e talk with Mr, Cameron in which I eriticized the
University- I would not say directly. Mr, Cameron and I are neighbors
on the seme street, and often discuss things. At the time this matter
came up I discussed it but could not tell y#u what I said or did not
say to him, I remember the question came wp, however, and we discussed
" it some little time, We have a little card club that meets every

week and we are members and see each other frequently and there were
discussions and I could not tell you what I said because I attached

no significance to it,

Qe Tell us what you have had to do with drawing up of the
constitution of the University?

A, Frankly, very little, The fact of the matter is I might
almost say nothing, At one of the meetings where the question of ulgry
was considered Dr, Mulvania said he had written a letter to the President
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suggesting ¢ertain changes and that was about all there was to that,

&t enother meeting the question was brought up egein and he said he

either had & letter or had seen the President and the President had
invited him to go around and telk to the members of the faculty and

get their reactien. Some time leter, perhaps a week, he ceme to my

office and said he had seen about forty men and I judge I was about

the last man, and he spent most of the time telling me what had ‘a‘eeﬁ
suggested to hﬁn end I made no edditiens to what he said. I believe

this- that an institution like this would get aleng better if the

facﬁlty felt & little more interest and a little more responsibility

in the organizetion of things.

Q. Are you expressing your own feelings when you say it would

be better if there was a little mere interest in the feculty orgenizetion?
A, Yes sir. There are & good many members who teke this attitude.
They go to their clesses and kXimsx teach their classes snd go home and feel
that that is ebout &ll there is to it. It may be & defect er not of my
own character but I am vitelly interested in the University. You seem

to gather I am hostile to the University but I want you to understend I

am & native of the State and interested in the Univers ity.

Q. You cen not assume thet I am thinking anything, I em just
asking you some questions to see what you have to say about it?

A, A1l right, to come back to this, I am vitally interested in the
state end would like to see the educational system of Tennessee equel to
that of eny other state. I want to be perfectly frank sbout this ss it is
part of my business to think sbout educationsl preblems. I em imeiested
in the applicatien of mentel tests in operetien and es & result of that

I see things I don 't believe other people see and I believe it is my duty
to express freely such criticisms @s I may have even in my clesmes with
the ides that unless things are criticized we shall never have eny improvement.

I don t Imow of any system by which those defects can be removed.



Ce What do you mean by system?

All the way from elementary schoel to University.
The other day I was discussing mental tests and pointed out that as
public schools had become more popular and the emrollmente incroased
we have dropped out the study of Greek. As have alse, as a matter of
fact, cut down very materially in the snrollment of ouwr latin classes.
We have in various other places olihinated mathematics., It isn't
a question of whether lathematics is good, Greek is good, latin is
good. It is a question of if we go on and increese the mumber in cur
schools whether we can teach them algebra. There is only a small
mmber of the population gualified to do algebra as I understand it.
If we get the average student to go on we must revise our system 8o
he can do the work. I know you and Dres Porter are strong advocates
of mathematios and I agree it is essential.At the same time there is
& large number of our students who are incapable of deing mathematics.
Qs I don't think that partiocular thing is relstdsd

we took before the faculty and threshed out and the College of Liberal
frts by vote decided to put it back,

Ay I understand that but I want you to understand my attitude,
It is a question that comes down to this. Ve are going Lo be ferced to
feel the increased number of failures in mathematics or to change the
restrictionss I can't keep from disagreeing and I can't keep frem
eriticizing, It is a part of the University prograum,.

Qe Here is a thing that has been decided by the College of
Liberal Arts of which you are a member, You may disagree with that just as
I disagree. Do you go before your classes and criticize that?

A, Not as a matter of the University- as a policy, yes.

Qe Did you make the statement that you were sorry that you
purchased pfoperty since you h:d become dissatisfied with the University
and discouraged?

A I may have done something of that kind,
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Qe Did you ever come up and talk to the President or myself

or anybody about your dissatisfaction?

A, 1 bave talked to both the President and you and have written
you letters at various times about which I was dissatisfied, particularly
the matter of getting more help, that is, the help cgused me dissatlsfaction.
If I could have some assurance of maintaining & high type of department it
would be different.

Qs Ve told you it was a matter of funds and that we were doing
the best we could do.

As I don't feel that the employment of Dr. Sharp wes & wise

use of funds.

Qs We employed him at & very small salary because we did not
have the funds.

A, There were some students who could have taken that wurk

and handled it more satisfactory because he did net have that work,

Qs He was employed for only one year.

A, I am up against the same proposition this year and this
arrangement that was made was in some respects worse.

Qe Did you attend any of the meetings that were held at Dr,
Schaeffer's house?

A, No sire

Qe The only meeting you attended was the bne held in Dr,
Redford's roem and/::inh Dre Radford presided?

A, Yes sir, and also another meeting of the local chapter of
Ay &¢ Us P, at which other things were discussed. No meetings were held
for the purpose of discussing this proposition in any phase except the
one at Dr, Radford's and I attended only that ome.

Qe Were you on the committee of three urging Dr, Sprowls to
have an investigation of his case,

Ay I have not been on any committee.

Qe ! Did you wrge him?
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I told him it would be & desirable thing. I would not

urge him to do it,

Qe You told him it would be a desirable thing to have the
investigation?

A, Tes sir.

Qe You told him that not knowing what the circumstances were

but from hearsay?

he
Qe
A,
QQ
A

Qo

Well I thought that was correct.

In other words it came from Dr, Sprowls?
And froem Pr, Radford.

Drs Radford and Dr, Sprowls?

Yes,

Ag to the contents of that letter that was sent out- did you

say that you sent that letter Doctor?

A
Qe
Ay
Ce
A,
Qo
Ay
Qs
Aq
QY

FA,

1 did not,say.

Did you send it?

As & matter of fast, I don't believe I mailed it. I signed it,
The letter was sent?

I take it it was,

Do you know anything that was said,

Nething only the ordinary form of request.

Who sent the letter?

I told you earlier I could not answer a question like that,
What were the contents of that letter?

Agking for an investigation.

Dean Hoskins: That is all,
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