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Elementary Shakespeare

i - : . ) } . )
Many people view William Shakespeare's plays as high culture and think his
language is as foreign as Greek, However, Shakespeare wrote for many different people,

that tradition, a growing
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Shakespeare, taking the Prologue from Henry V line by line, explaining and asking them
- - Y ;

called "Finger Fencing," in which they divided into pairs and spoke lines of dialogue (from

Macheth) to each other, ending in a sword fight with fingers instead of blades. To get an

& LA

d, I gave them a crossword puzzle filled with vocabulary

words taken from the speech we worked on in class. The second week, I showed them
various aspects of Shakespeare in performance, including actors (in person) doing a scene

from A Midsummer Nieht's Dream. 2 video of Much Ado About

F
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ds themgelves act out the first witches' ecene from

In my paper, I will dis
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improve the parts that were not as
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I decided on my career almost two vears ago, during one of the many crises in
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or the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA). T was frustrated, as always, that

our nation does not realize the effect of the humanities on society. Rather than just
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complaining, though, T decided that T wanted to

ctually do something on some level at

to correct this problem of our nation ignoring the arts. No short-term way of

solving the problem exists; our only hope is that the next generation will feel differently

than this one does. The only solution is to work with children and help to instill them with

a sense of respect for the arts. More than that  though, kids need to learn how much fun
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heatre can he and how much we can learn about both ourselves

art, music, literature, an and how mucl 1 Ou

and others through these media.
My primary interests lie in theatre and literature, and more specifically in the plays
of Shakespeare. However, I have arrived at this point in my life despite my introduction
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to Shakespeare in schoo Of all his plays that we studied --

Romeo and Juliet, Julius Caesar, Hamlet, King Lear, and A Midsummer Night's Dream --
I was only able to truly enjoy A Midsummer Night's Dream. Perhaps 1 felt that way

hecause the rest of the eaths of almost all the characters:
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lays included the

was because that play (MND) came after the others and 1 had grown used to the
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language; and perhaps it was because it was treat

literature and more like a fallible, yvet well-written comedy, T have come to love almost all
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Statement of Purpose

T will introduce the plays of William Shakespeare to two classes of Talented and
Gifted (T A.G)) students at New Hopewell Elementary School. showing them that these

plays can be fun and are not impassible to understand.
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Appendix

A Midsummer Night's Dream
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Nay_ faith_ let me not nlav a woman 1 have a heard coming
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The Life of King Henry the Fifth
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ascend
casques
Chorus
cipher
cockpit
Mars
monarch
muse
perilous
port
Prologue
scaffold

Name

Henry the Fifth Crossword Puzzle

Across
2. Roman god of war, also a planet
4. Cannons
5. Place where chicken fight takes

~ place, also part of an airplane
7. Speech before a play
8. Face, also where boats can dock
9. Narrator or storyteller, also part of

a song

10. Stage

Down

1. Source of inspiration
3. Goup

4. Zero, nothing

6. King or queen

7. Dangerous

10
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Henry the Fifth Crossword Puzzle
avewed Across
oanEmeS 2. Roman god of war, also a planet
e 4. Cannons
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menarch 8. Face, also where boats can dock
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port- 10. Stage
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Seafeld Down
1. Source of inspiration
3.Goup
4. Zero, nothing
6. King or queen
7. Dangerous
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Name

Shakespeare Matching

1. "What light through yonder window breaks? It is the east, and Juliet
1s the sun." (Romeo and Juliet)

2. "Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears." (Julius Caesar)

3. "May we cram within this wooden O the very casques that did
affright the air at Agincourt?" (Henry the Fifth)

4. " 'Tis your thoughts that now must deck our kings." (Henry the
Fifth)

5. "Wilt thou provoke me? Then have at thee, boy!" (Macbeth).

6. "I will move storms." (4 Midsummer Night's Dream)

7. "Most wonderful that she should so dote on Signor Benedick, whom
she hath in all outward behaviors seemed ever to abhor." (Much
Ado About Nothing)

8. "Now counterfeit to swoon." (4s You Like It)

A. It's pretty weird that she likes him, because she always acts like she hates
him.

B. Could we show you on this little stage the cannons that fired in battle?

C. Use your imagination to believe that the actor who is playing a king in our
show is a real king.

D. My life was dark and empty until she came.

E. I will make them cry.

F. Are you trying to pick a fight? Then give me your best shot.

G. Pretend to faint.

H. Hey guys - listen up!

What was your favorite part of the program?

A. Henry the Fifth speech B. Finger FencingC. Video

D. A Midsummer Night's Dream scene E. Witches' scene
Would you want to see or read a whole play by Shakespeare? Yes or No
Did you understand what was going on in the scenes we did? Yes or No
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Name / @0 /Aa/) 2B

Shakespeare Matching

Q 1. "What light through yonder window breaks? It is the east, and Juliet
! f is the sun." (Romeo and Juliet)

2. "Friends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your ears.” (Julius Caesar)
¢ 3. "May we cram within this wooden O the very casques that did

//7 affright the air at Agincourt?" (Henry the Fifth)
4. ""Tis your thoughts that now must deck our kings." (Henry the
Fifih)

4::5 . "Wilt thou provoke me? Then have at thee, boy!" (Macbeth).

. 6. "T will move storms." (4 Midsummer Night's Dream)

7. "Most wonderful that she should so dote on Signor Benedick, whom
she hath in all outward behaviors seemed ever to abhor." (Much

| Ado About Nothing)

QS. "Now counterfeit to swoon." (4s You Like It)

~ A& It's pretty weird that she likes him, because she always acts like she hates
him. ,
- B. Could we show you on this little stage the cannons that fired in battle?
-€.""Use your imagination to believe that the actor who is playing a king in our
show 1s a real king.
B—-My life was dark and empty until she came.
“E=1 will make them cry.
—F Are you trying to pick a fight? Then give me your best shot.
G.-Pretend to faint.
_ _=H~Hey guys - listen up!

What was your favorite part of the program? f
A. Henry the Fifth speech B. Finger FencingC. Video
D. A Midsummer Night's Dream scene E. Witches' scene
Would you want to see or read a whole play by Shakespeare? or No
Did you understand what was going on in the scenes we did? Yej/;;\No

A



st Witch:

2nd Witch:

3rd Witch:

1st Witch:

2nd Witch:

3rd Witch:

All three:

The Witches' Scene

from

Macbeth
by William Shakespeare

When shall we three meet again?
In thunder, lightning, or in rain?

When the hurlyburly's done,
When the battle's lost and won.

That will be ere the set of sun.
Where's the place?
Upon the heath.

There to meet with Macbeth.

Fair is foul, and foul is fair.
Hover through the fog and filthy air.
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