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Background

= Exposure o current science content and engagement in scientific inquiry in
high school helps to atiract students to and retain students in the science
pipeline in and beyond college.

+ Engaging students in science is particularly important for students of health
disparity populations in urban areas.

» These locations often have underfunded science curricula and limited
access to role models and mentors in STEM and health careers.

« Our neighboring city of Bridgeport, CT is a socioeconomically diverse
community where 91% of students are minority status, 95% qualify for the
free lunch program, and many health disparity populations traditionally
underrepresented in science are found.

« The camp specifically targets young women in this group, based on the
disproportional underrepresentation of women in science careers.

Camp Goal

The program, entitled BASE (Broadening Access to Science Education),
has an overall goal to excite and inform female students from local health
disparity populations, specifically Bridgeport, CT, about the process and
promise of science in an effort to increase interest in the pursuit of STEM
and health careers after college.

History of BASE Camp

2007 - First year of camp run as a male and female one-week day camp
(funded by Maximilian E. & Marion O. Hoffman Foundation Inc. and The
Louis Calder Foundation, $35K total)

2010 — One-week residential camp for female students (funded by Bank of
America, $25K and Hoffman Foundation, $10K)

2011 - One-week residential camp for female students (funded by Bank of
America, $25K, Fairfield’s College of Arls & Sciences, $3.5K, and the
Science Institute of the College of Arts & Sciences, $1.5K)

2012 - 2016 - Annual two-week residential camp for 24 rising female juniors
and senjors (funded by the National Institute of Health, $382K)
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Three Key Camp Components

1. Research Immersion Experience

+ Fairfield female faculty members lead 4-5 campers each in week-long

research projects assisted by female Fairfield undergraduate science majors.

+ Projects based on research expertise of faculty member and span the fields
of biology, chemistry, biochemistry, neuroscience, psychology, mathematics,
and engineering.

mpers gain hands-on experience in ‘real” research, with exposure t
tific methodology and data analysis. .
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