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Abstract

This study reviewed investigations conducted between 1997 to the present on the transition and
status of education for homecare nursing, in attempts to obtain suggestions for the improvement of
educational methods in this field.

A search was made of the Japana Centra Revuo Medicina database, version 4, covering the
period of 1997, when the subject was introduced in nursing, to 2010, using the search terms
“homecare nursing” and “students” . Original articles referring to homecare nursing education
were targeted and 112 publications were retrieved with both search terms. Publications were few
in the early stage of homecare nursing education, from 1997 to 2004; 80% of articles were published

from 2005 onwards when homecare nursing was recognized to be an advanced subject. Most of the
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first authors were nursing educators, and many publications concerned nursing practices and
student learning. Problems identified in homecare nursing education through the literature review
and suggested improvements are as follows.

First, it is necessary to review the educational system not only with respect to educators in charge
of homecare nursing education but also educators in all fields and practicum leaders. Second, it is
necessary to improve cooperation between homecare nursing professionals, practicum leaders, and
other health and welfare professionals in practice. Third, it is effective for students to have
opportunities for experiential study and small group study, but it should not be forgotten that nurse
educators also need skill improvement to facilitate group study. Fourth, a new evaluation tool is
required to ascertain the needs of residents in each region. Lastly, while it is not possible for all
students to experience home nursing practice in end-of-life care, it is important for some form of
educational method to better address this practice, thereby requiring nurses to expand their role to

offer medical treatment and provide grief care.
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