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Abstract

The purpose of this research is to analyze studies published between 1998 and 2007 that focused
on continuing education for psychiatric nurses. In order to elucidate trends in research on
continuing education for psychiatric nurses and examine future issues in research, we analyzed 47
articles. Those articles were mostly published within the last five years. The most common
subjects were nurses at a single hospital (n=15), followed by nurses at a single ward (n=10),
nurses within a prefecture (n=8), Certified Nurses and Certified Nurse Specialists (n=2),
nurses nationwide (n=1), case studies (n=8), and other (n=3). Analysis of problems covered
in research revealed the following five categories . "educational programs not meeting needs",
"lack of educational programs with high expertise", "lack of training for mid- level nurses", "lack
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of continuity in educational programs", and "impediments to participation in training". Analysis

of proposed methods revealed the following nine categories . "plans for training that onsiders

individual needs", "plans for educational programs aimed at enhancing expertise", "systems for
supporting learning", '"training contents that can be applied in work settings", "plans for
continuous training", "development of education systems for mid- level nurses", "systematization

of education for new nurses", "development of regional education networks", and "clarification of
the connection between basic nursing education and continuing education”". No studies focused on
development of a system for continuing education in psychiatric nursing. These findings suggest
that more research is needed to determine the learning needs and factors among psychiatric nurses
in order to develop the system for continuing education in psychiatric nursing.
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