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A Case of Schizophrenia Associated with Paraplegia in the Early
Stage, Resulting in Repeated Hospitalization

Kazuhiko HOKOISHI, Seigen GON, Shigeru MORISHITA and
Shosuke WATANABE

Schizophrenia has been reported to produce a variety of initial symptoms. Most
of its hysterical symptoms are of dissociated type, while a few, are of conversion
type. We describe a 17-year-old male who presented with paraplegia in the early
stage of schizophrenia.

The patient had transitory palsy not consistent with neurological findings. A
close examination in the Department of Orthopedic Surgery revealed no definite
cause of the palsy, but accidentally showed a sacral cyst. Removal of the cyst did
not relieve the palsy, of which the cause remained unknown. The patient then visited
the Department of Psychiatry as an outpatient. He showed schizophrenic éymptoms
such as auditory hallucinations and delusions of persection. Treatment focusing on
antipsychotic administration resolved not only the abnormal experiences but also the
palsy.

This case required differentiation from hysteria of conversion type. (Accepted on
October 15, 1996) Kawasaki Igakkaishi 22(3) : 209—211, 1996 '
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