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Epidemiology of Metastatic Lung Tumors in Kawasaki Medical School
Kawasaki Hospital
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The epidemiology of metastatic lung tumors in Kawasaki Medical School Kawa-
saki Hospital was investigated.
1. Autopsy cases

a. Rates of pulmonary metastases

The lungs taken at autopsy from 399 patients who died of malignant diseases
were studied, and metastases were found in 159 of the patients (39.8%) .

b. Rates of pulmonary metastases according to the site of the primary tumor.

Lung cancer (58.8%), colon cancer (50.0%), leukemia (50.0%), malignant
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lymphoma (44.49%) and renal cancer (40.09%) had highest rates of pulmonary

metastases.

2 . Clinical cases : Rates of primary tumor in metastatic lung tumors.

In descending order, the primary tumor rates in metastatic lung tumors included

hepatocellular carcinoma, gastric cancer, breast cancer, renal cancer and colon

cancer patients between 1975 and 1984, and colon cancer, hepatocellulr carcinoma,

lung cancer, gastric cancer and breast cancer patients between 1985 and 1994.
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Table 1. Rates of pulmonary metastases by site of primary tumor
Site of primary tumor Total no. Metastatic no. Rate (%)
Lung 102 60 58.8
Colon 16 8 50.0
Leukemia 10 5 50.0
Malignant lymphoma 18 8 44 4
Kidney 10 4 40.0
Pancreas 18 7 38.9
Liver 98 35 35.7
Stomach 46 16 34.8
Gallbladder - Biliary duct 23 6 26.1
Prostate 9 1 11.1
Otorhinolaryngeal region 8 5 62.5
Ovary 2 1 50.0
Skin 2 1 50.0
Breast 1 1 100.0
Esophagus 1 1 100.0
(1981~1993)
Table 2. Rates of primary tumor in metastatic lung tumors
1975~1984 1985~1994
Primary Tumor | Number of Cases(%) | Primary Tumor | Number of Cases(%)
Liver 21 ( 19.6) Colon 30 ( 21.0)
Stomach 15 ( 14.0) Liver 23 ( 16.1)
Breast 11 ( 10.3) Lung 16 ( 11.2)
Kidney 11 ( 10.3) Stomach 14 ( 9.8)
Colon 10 ( 10.0) Breast 9 ( 6.3)
Others 32( 35.8) Others 51 ( 35.6)
Total 107 (100.0) Total 143 (100.0)
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