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Two Questions Arising from Surgical Pathology of Thyroid
Carcinoma

Tanekazu Harada, Makoto Katagiri, Keiichi Yoshikawa, Kikuko Ota,
Tokuhiko Kiyono and Takahiro Ohtawa

It is strange that, histologically thyroid cancer includes two extremely biological-
ly different types :indolent differentiated carcinomas and fatal anaplastic or
squamous cell carcinomas. Since our division was established in 1975, we have
operated on 448 patients with thyroid cancer. Through study of the relationship
between clinical course and histological findings, some questions have arisen about
the classification of papillary and follicular carcinomas and incidence of squamous
cell carcinoma of the thyroid. The aim of this paper is to consider answers to two
questions. In terms of that pathology, follicular carcinoma tends to metastasize to
distant areas, but we have observed this in any case we have revealed. As for the
frequency of squamous cell carcinoma originating from thyroid is thought to be
extremely rare. On review of 67 thyroid cancer autopsy cases, however, squamous
cell carcinoma was found in 19 cases or 28.4%. These results indicate that the
presence of squamous cell carcinoma is not so rare and is more likely to be found at
the later stage of papillary carcinoma. (Accepted on June 11, 1994) Kawasaki Igakkaishi 20
Suppl : 25—29, 1994
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