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Two Cases of Lower Lip Carcinoma in Elderly Patients
Tsuyoshi Hata, Masaru Hosoda, Sumihisa Kowaka and Michio Fukuda

We experienced two cases of lower lip carcinoma in elderly patients with as-
sociated illnesses. One was an 83-year-old woman, the other was an 82-year-old man.
In both cases, the histological diagnosis was squamous cell carcinoma and the clinical
stage was decided to be stage II (T2NOMO0). The lower lip was reconstructed with
a lip switch flap after tumor excision. Although they were both in good local
condition, the latter case experienced myocardial infarction and pneumonia. Fortu-
nately, he recovered his health with medication.

Currently, both patients are in good health without local recurrence or metastasis.
The lip switch flap is helpful in the surgical treatment of lower lip carcinoma.

There is a high incidence of postoperative complications in elderly patients aged
over 80 and occurrence is difficult to predict.

In patients with heart diseases, meticulous care is especially required to maintain
a stable condition. (Accepted on December 18, 1991) Kawasaki Igakkaishi 18(1) :47—54, 1992
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Fig. 1.

An 83-year-old woman complained of an erosion of the right lower lip.

The defect was reconstructed with a lip switch flap using the right upper lip.
Two years and 11 months after operation.
Recurrence or metastasis were not seen.

A
B. The lower lip carcinoma was excised with safety margin.
C
D
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Fig. 2. Schema of operation in Case 1
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An 82-year-old man visited our clinic with the

complaint of an exophytic tumor of the left lower

lip.

B. The tumor was excised with safety margin.

C. The defect was reconstructed with a left upper
lip.

D. There is no evidence of recurrence or metastasis.
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Schema of operation in Case 2
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