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From 1973 to 1985, 174 patients with cancer of the colon and rectum were
admitted to the Division of Gastroenterology, Kawasaki Medical School. Various
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kinds of clinical analyses were performed on these patients, including colonoscopy.
The following results were obtained.

1) The distribution by sex was 42.0% women and 58.0% men.
The mean age was 60.1 years old and the

The patients
ranged in age from 17 to 84 years.
peak occurred in the 50—60 year age group.

2) Multiple lesions occurred in 8 9 of all cases. More than half of the le-
sions occurred in the rectum and sigmoid colon.

3) The symptoms of melena, abdominal pain, diarrhea, and constipation were
often recognized in these patients.

4) Localized or invasive ulceration types of the colorectal cancer were com-
mon and the lesions were usually more than 3cm in diameter. Forty-seven
lesions were classified as early cancer. Almost all of patients recieved surgical
treatment and an endoscopical polypectomy was performed on 12 patients.

5) Colonoscopic examinations of 140 patients were performed. Of the total,
93.49% of the lesions could be detected and 93.5% of those, which were detected
by colonofiberscopy, could be diagnosed as cancer. Especially in the case of
lesions of less than lcm in diametér, colonofiberscopic diagnosis proved more
effective than a barium enema.
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Fig. 1. Distribution of cases of carci-
noma of the colon and rectum by
decade age groups.
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Fig. 2. Annual numbers of cases of
carcinoma of the colon and rectum.
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Fig. 3. Location of cases of carcinoma of the
colon and rectum.
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Fig. 4 Cliniéal symptoms of carcinoma
of the colon and rectum.
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6. Comparison of diagnostic capability in cancer
of the colon and rectum between X-ray examina-
tion and colonofiberscopic examination.
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