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WO4-1163.1. Bruggers, John H. (1883-1971).
Papers, 1907-1971. 3.50 linear ft.

Abstract

Graduate of Hope College in 1915; graduate of Western
Theological Seminary in 1918. Licensed and ordained by the Classis
of Jowa in 1918. Served in YMCA War Service in France, 1918-1919.
Served as pastor of Sixth Reformed Church in Holland, Michigan,
1919-1928; Coopersville Reformed Church in Coopersville, Michigan,
1928-1943; Wichert Reformed Church in St. Anne, Illinois, 1943-1955; Trinity Reformed
Church in Battle Creek, Michigan, 1955-1959. He was president of the Particular Synod of
Chicago, 1950-1951. Papers include addresses, articles, stories and sermons prepared during his
years in the pastorate and in retirement.

Accessions No: W94-1163

Provenance: John H. Bruggers
Donor: Glenn Bruggers
Processed by: Elaine Bruins, July 2005
Biography

John H. Bruggers was born on February 10, 1883, in the Netherlands. He graduated from
Hope College, Holland, Michigan, in 1915 and from Western Theological Seminary in Holland,
Michigan, in 1918. He was licensed and ordained by the Classis of lowa in 1918. After serving
in France in 1918-1919, he pastored at four churches; Sixth Reformed Church in Holland,
Michigan (1919-1928), Coopersville Reformed Church in Coopersville Michigan (1928-1943),
Wichert Reformed Church in St. Anne, Illinois (1943-1955), and Trinity Reformed Church in
Battle Creek, Michigan (1955-1959). He was given an Honorary Doctor of Divinity degree by
Hope College in 1954 and served as President of the Particular Synod of Chicago in 1950-1951.

John H. Bruggers died in Kalamazoo, Michigan, on June, 26, 1971.

Scope and Content

This collection consists of addresses, articles, stories and sermons of Rev. John H.
Bruggers during his thirty-two years as pastor of several churches, as well as writings and
sermons which he produced in retirement. The collection is arranged alphabetically; sermons are
arranged by subject and by books of the Bible. Bruggers preached mostly from sermon outlines,
which are found in the collection the way he used them.

Container List
Box 1
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General



John H. Bruggers
W94-1163.1

The Conversion of Saul, n.d.
The Fact of Christ’s Second Coming, n.d.
Labor Unions and Brotherly Love, n.d.
Luther the Preacher, n.d.
Modern Temptations of Youth and How Shall the Church Meet Them,
n.d.
Pornographic Literature, n.d.
Psychology in Relations to Pastoral Work, n.d.
Three Pillars of Society, n.d.
Christian Ethics
The Basics of Ethics, n.d.
Do Men Today Believe in God?, 1935
The Need of a Ministerial Code of Ethics, 1938
The Need of a Ministerial Code of Ethics, n.d.
What in Present-Day Social Life Would Christ Approve?, n.d.
High School Baccalaureate and Commencement, 1930-1951, n.d.
Hope College Y.M.C.A., 1936, n.d.
Parental Responsibility
Mothers Responsibility, n.d.
Mothers’ Responsibility, n.d.
Parent or Child Responsibility, n.d.
The Responsibility of Parents, n.d.
Articles
A New Language?, n.d.
Crime and the Church, Intelligencer Leader, December 23, 1936
Organic Church Union, n.d.
The Security of the Believer, n.d.
Biographical, 1922, 1971
Christian Education Articles and Reports, 1959, n.d.
Church Union with the P.U.S., n.d.
Classis (RCA) Matters, Miscellaneous, 1946-1964, n.d.
Collection of Poems, Scripture Passages, Thoughts, 1948, n.d.
Composition book of John Bruggers while a student at North Western Classical
Academy, 1907-1911
Cults
The Background of Cults, n.d.
Christian Science, n.d.
Doctrine of Mormonism, n.d.
Seventh Day Adventism, n.d.
Spiritism, n.d.
Theosophy, n.d.
Fiftieth Anniversary in the Ministry, 1968
Greetings to Churches
Keystone Reformed Church, Indianapolis, Indiana, 1955
North Park Reformed Church, Kalamazoo, Michigan, n.d.
Olivet Reformed Church, Michigan, n.d.
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Pembroke Reformed Church, Illinois, n.d.
Battle Creek Reformed Church, Michigan, n.d.
Introduction to the Course for Joining Church, n.d.
Lecture notes on various subjects, 1915-1918
Meditations, Camp Geneva Vespers, Youth talks, n.d.
Miscellaneous
Groundbreaking Service, Danforth, Illinois, n.d.
Dedication of the Parsonage, Trinity Reformed Church, n.d.
Dedication of our Service Flag, n.d.
Dedication of a Steinway Piano, n.d.
Meditation for a Wedding, n.d.
How did we get here, Reformed Church History, n.d.
Questions for church membership, n.d.
Chart of Catechetical Study, n.d.
Chart of Children’s Development, n.d.
Observations at Brewton, Alabama, Normal School, n.d.
Pamphlet, “The Flaming Sword,” Wichert, Illinois, n.d.
Particular Synod of Michigan
“25 Years in Expansion Work™ 1961(?)
Devotions, “Faith and Power” May, 1951
Pastor’s Congregational Record, 1919-1944
Protestant and Roman Catholic Relations, n.d.
Radio and TV talks
Collection of 5 radio talks for 5 days, September 1961
Radio Broadcast, John 6:60-71, n.d.
Radio Broadcast, 2 Timothy 4:10, October 16, 1930
Record of Sermons Preached, 1930-1959
Reflections on a trip to Japan, 1967
Reports on Hope College, n.d.
“Sermonic” History, n.d.
Sermon Outlines, 1919-1968
Special Occasions
Ascension and Pentecost
Bible Difficulties
Christmas
Coopersville Reformed Church, 90" and Centennial Anniversaries
Churches installing a minister
Death and Eternal Live
Easter
Faith Community Reformed Church, Stickney, Illinois: Laying of the
Cornerstone
Funeral
Good Friday
Holy Baptism
Holy Spirit
Holy Week
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Installation of a Minister

Lord’s Prayer, Matthew 6

Lord’s Supper

Mother’s Day

Music and Worship

My Bible

National Observances

Nursing Homes, Goodwill Industries, etc.

Old Year and New Years Day

Outlines Written in Dutch

Palm Sunday

Sixth Reformed Church, 50th Anniversary

Special, Exchange Sunday, Foreign Mission Sunday, Canadian

Immigration

Thanksgiving

Week of Prayer (1939-1951), Prayer Day, Sermons on Prayer
Biblical Texts

Genesis

Exodus

Leviticus

Numbers and Deuteronomy

Joshua, Judges, and Ruth

I & II Samuel

I Kings

IT Kings

I & II Chronicles

Nehemiah

Esther

Job

Psalms

Proverbs and Ecclesiastes

Isaiah

Jeremiah and Lamentations

Ezekiel and Daniel

Hosea, Joel, and Amos

Jonah, Micah, Nahum

Habakkuk and Zephaniah

Haggai, Zechariah, and Malachi

Matthew

Mark

Luke

John

Acts

Romans

1 Corinthians

II Corinthians



Box 2

Stories

Diplomas awarded to Rev. John H. Bruggers
Honorary degree from Western Theological Seminary, n.d.
Hope College A.B. diploma, 1915
Hope College B.D. diploma, 1922
Western Theological Seminary diploma, 1918

Galatians

Ephesians
Philippians
Colossians

I & II Thessalonians
I & II Timothy and Titus
Hebrews

James

I & II Peter

L II, & III John
Jude and Revelation

“A Friend in Need,” n.d.
“Soliloquy of a Drunkard,” n.d.
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Honorary degree hood awarded to Rev. John H. Bruggers by Western Theological

Seminary, n.d.
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