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BOTANISTS AND PLANT EXPLORATION ON THE
PACIFIC COAST OF NORTH AMERICA: A BIBLIOGRAPHY

Compiled by

James P. Smith, Jr.
Professor Emeritus of Botany

Department of Biological Sciences
Humboldt State University

Arcata, California

Ninth edition • 1 January 2017

This compilation is intended to be both a dictionary and a bibliography of selected literature on the individuals
who made significant contributions to our floristic knowledge of the vascular plants (lycophytes, ferns,
conifers, and flowering plants) of the Pacific Coast of North America north of Mexico. These were the
botanists (professional and amateur), explorers, and others who went into the field, sometimes at great peril,
to collect the specimens that now reside in our herbaria and that formed the basis of our understanding of
the flora of our region. I have used the past tense because I have limited this bibliography to botanists who
are no longer with us. This compilation has a California-Oregon-Washington emphasis. I am more familiar
with the people and the literature of that portion of the coast. I have included a number of more broadly-
based overviews of plant exploration. In a separate section, I have attempted to compile the literature
relating to the important voyages and expeditions.

This bibliography is divided into the following sections: (1) general reviews; (2) the botanists; and (3) the
voyages, expeditions, and government surveys.

1 • GENERAL REVIEWS

Adams, A. B. 1969. Eternal quest: the story of the great naturalists. G. P. Putnam’s Sons. New York, NY. 509
pp.

Albright, G. L. 1921. Official explorations for the Pacific railroads, 1853-1855. Univ. California Press. Berkeley.

Alden, R. H. & J. D. Ifft. 1943. Early naturalists in the far west. Occas. Pap. California Acad. Sci. 20(5): 1-59.

Bakeless, J. E. 1950. The eyes of discovery: the pageant of North America as seen by the first explorers. J.
B. Lippincott. Philadelphia, PA. 439 pp.

Barnhart, J. H. 1965. Biographical notes upon botanists. Three vols. G. K. Hall. Boston, MA.

Bartlett, H. H. 1940. The reports of the Wilkes Expedition, and the work of the specialists in science. Proc.
American Phil. Soc. 82: 601-705.

Bartlett, R. A. 1962. Great surveys of the American West. Univ. Oklahoma Press. Norman. 408 pp.

Baumberger, J. P. 1954. A history of biology at Stanford University. Bios 25: 121-147.

Beidleman, R. G. 1964. Biology and the North American wilderness. BioScience 14(12): 22-27.

Beidelman, R. G. 1969. Field biology in frontier America. Science Teacher 36(9): 52-55.

Beidleman. R. G. 2005. California’s frontier naturalists. Univ. California Press. Berkeley. 484 pp.

Blomkvist, E. E. 1972. A Russian scientific expedition to California and Alaska, 1839-1849. Oregon Hist. Quart.
June: 101-170.

Bonta, M. M. 1991. Women in the field: America’s pioneering women naturalists. Texas A & M Univ. Press.
College Station. 299 pp.
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Bossert, T. W. 1972. Biographical dictionary of botanists represented in the Hunt Institute Portrait Collection.
Hunt Bot. Inst. Carnegie-Mellon Univ. Pittsburgh, PA. 451 pp.

Bown, S. R. 2002. The naturalists: scientific travelers in the golden age of natural history. Barnes & Noble.
New York, NY. 256 pp.

Brendel, F. 1879. Historical sketch of the science of botany in North America from 1635 to 1840. American
Nat. 13: 754-771.

Brendel, F. 1880. Historical sketch of the science of botany in North America from 1840 to 1858. American
Nat. 14: 25-38.

Brewer, W. H. 1880. List of persons who have made botanical collections in California. In, Watson, S. Botany
of California. John Wilson & Son. Cambridge, MA. 2: 553-559.

Britten, J. & G. S. Boulger. 1931. A biographical index of deceased British and Irish botanists. Second edition
edited by A. B. Rendle. Taylor & Francis. London, England. 342 pp.

Cantelow, E. D. & H. C. Cantelow. 1957. Biographical notes on persons in whose honor Alice Eastwood named
native plants. Leaflets W. Bot. 8: 83-101.

Cantelow, E. D. & H. C. Cantelow. 1957. Biographical additions and corrections. Leaflets W. Bot. 8: 197, 198.

Cass, C. 2012. The plant hunter’s tale. Quartet Books. 150 pp.

Chickering, S. 1989. Growing herbaria at the California Academy of Sciences. Fremontia 17(1): 10.
Cline, G. G. 1963. Exploring the Great Basin. Univ. Oklahoma Press. Norman. 254 pp.

Coats, A. M. 1969. The plant hunters: being a history of the horticultural pioneers, their quests and their
discoveries from the Renaissance to the twentieth century. McGraw-Hill. New York, NY. 400 pp.

Constance, L. 1978. Botany at Berkeley: the first hundred years. Univ. California. Berkeley. 21 pp. +
photographs.

Cox, E. H. M. 1955. The plant collectors employed by the Royal Horticultural Society, 1804-1846. J. Royal
Hort. Soc. 80: 264-280.

Cronquist, A., A. H. Holmgren, N. H. Holmgren, & J. L. Reveal. 1972. Botanical exploration in the
Intermountain Region. In, Intermountain flora. Hafner Publ. Co. New York, NY. 1: 40-76.

Cook, S. F. 1960. Colonial expeditions to the interior of California, Central Valley, 1780-1820. Anthropological
Record 16: 239-292.

Cook, S. F. 1962. Expeditions to the interior of California, Central Valley, 1820-1840. Anthropological Record
20: 151-213.

Cutter, D. C. 1963. Spanish scientific exploration along the Pacific coast. In, Ferris, R. G. (editor). The
American west: an appraisal. Mus. New Mexico Press. Santa Fe.

Daniels, T. F. 2008. One hundred and fifty years of botany at the California Academy of Sciences (1853-2003).
Proc. California Acad. Sci. 59(7): 215-305.

Davis, L. H. 2012.The first flora of California and the Sereno Watson, William Brewer, and Asa Gray
collaboration. Fremontia 40(1-2): 11-15.

Dayton, W. A. 1955. Historical sketch of U. S. Forest Service botanical activity, 1905-1954. J. Forestry 53:
505-507.

Desmond, R. 1994. Dictionary of British and Irish botanists and horticulturists, including plant collectors,
flower painters and garden designers. Taylor & Francis and the Nat. Hist. Mus. London, England. 825 pp.

Dodson, C. 1993. Botanists of the Mexican-United States Boundary Survey. Huntia 9(1): 89-96.

Eastwood, A. 1939. Early botanical explorers of the Pacific Coast and the trees they found there. Quart.
California HIst. Soc. 18(4): 335-346.

Eastwood, A. 1947. Private herbariums donated to the California Academy of Sciences. Leaflets West. Bot.
5: 45-48.
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Elman, R. 1978. First in the field: America’s pioneering naturalists. Mason/Charter. New York, NY.

Engstrand, I. 1981. Spanish scientists in the New World: the eighteenth-century expeditions. Univ.
Washington Press. Seattle.

Ertter, B. 2000. People, plants, and politics: the development of institution-based botany in California. In,
Ghiselin, M. T. & A. E. Leviton (editors). Cultures and institution of natural history. California Acad. Sci.
Memoir 25: 203-248.

Erter, B. 2004. The flowering of natural history institutions in California. Proc. California Acad. Sci. (Suppl. 1,
No. 4): 58-87.

Evans, H. E. 1993. Pioneer naturalists: the discovery and naming of North American plants and animals. 
Henry Holt. New York, NY. 294 pp.

Ewan, J. A. (editor). 1969. A short history of botany in the United States. Hafner Publ. New York, NY. 174
pp.

Ewan, J. A. 1953. Botany at the Academy in the city of the golden fifties. Leaflets West. Bot. 7: 43-57.

Ewan, J. A. 1955. San Francisco as a mecca for nineteenth century naturalists. In, Kessel, E. L. (editor). A
century of progress in the natural sciences, 1853-1953. California Acad. Sci. San Francisco, CA. Pp. 1-64.

Ewan, J. A. 1987. Roots of the California Botanical Society. Madroño 34(1): 1-17.

Eyde, R. 1985. Expedition botany: the making of a new profession. In, Viola, H. J. & C. Margolis (editors).
Magnificent voyages. Smithsonian Inst. Press. Washington, D. C. Pp. 25-41.

Fry, C. 2009. The plant hunters: the adventures of the world’s greatest botanical explorers. Andre Deutsch.
London, U. K. 63 pp.

Geiser, S. W. 1948. Naturalists on the frontier. Southern Methodist Univ. Dallas, TX. 341 pp.

Goetzmann, W. H. 1966. Exploration and empire. A. A. Knopf. New York, NY. 656pp.

Goetzmann, W. H. 1978. Exploration and empire: the explorer and the scientist in the winning of the
American West. W.W. Norton. New York, NY. 656 pp.

Goetzmann, W. H. 1979. Army exploration in the American West, 1803-1863. Univ. Nebraska Press. Lincoln.
489 pp.

Goetzmann, W. H. 1995. New lands, new men: America and the second great age of discovery. Texas State
Historical Assoc. Austin. 528 pp.

Goetzmann, W. H. & G. Williams. 1992. The atlas of North American exploration. Univ. Oklahoma Press.
Norman. 224 pp.

Gribbin, M. & J. Gribbin. 2008. Flower hunters. Oxford Univ. Press. Oxford, U. K. 332 pp.

Hadfield, M. 1955. The pioneer plant collectors. Routledge & Kegan Paul. London, England.

Hemenway, A. F. 1904. Botanists of the Oregon country. Quart. Oregon Hist. Soc. 5: 207-214.

Holleuffer, C. & L. Constance. 1987. California women in botany: Annetta Carter, UC herbarium botanist,
collector and interpreterof Baja California Plants; Mary DeDecker, botanists and conservationist of the Inyo
region: Elizabeth McClintock, California Academy of Sciences curator, ornamental plant specialists. Regional
Oral History Office. Bancroft Library. Univ. California. Berkeley.

Horn, E. L. 2005. The botanists at Crater Lake National Park. Kalmiopsis 12: 30-36.

Hughes, K. W. 1939. A contribution toward a bibliography of Oregon botany with notes on the botanical
explorers of the state. Oregon State Coll. Thesis Series 14: 1-93.

Hultén, E. 1940. History of botanical exploration in Alaska and Yukon Territories from the time of their
discovery to 1940. Bot. Not. 1940: 289-346.

Humphrey, H. B. 1961. Makers of North American botany. Ronald Press. New York, NY. 265 pp.
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Isely, D. 1994. One hundred and one botanists. Iowa State Univ. Press. Ames. 351 pp.

Jepson, W. L. 1899. Early scientific expeditions to California. II. Erythea 7(11): 129-134.

Jepson, W. L. 1928. The botanical explorers of California. I. Madroño 1: 167-170.

Jepson, W. L. 1933. The botanical explorers of California. VIII. Madroño 2: 83-88.

Jepson, W. L. 1934. The botanical explorers of California. IX. Madroño 2: 115-118.

Jepson, W. L. 1942. Early botanical ascents of Mount Shasta. Sierra Club Bull. 27(4): 23-30.

Jones, M. E. 1933. Botanists whom I have known. Contr. West. Bot. 18: 1-19.

Keeney, E. B. 2011. The botanizers: amateur scientists in nineteenth-century America. Univ. North Carolina
Press. Chapel Hill. 220 pp.

Kearney, T. H. 1958. Botanists I have known. Leaflts. Western Bot. 8: 275-280.

Knobloch, I. W. 1979. The plant collectors of northern Mexico. Monograph Series No. 17. Latin American
Studies Center. Michigan State Univ. East Lansing. 98 pp.

Lang, F. A., F. Callahan, & C. Roché. 2013. Botanizers in the land of conifers: Oliver Matthews, Al Hobart,
Eugene Parker. Kalmiopsis 20: 6-15.

Lange, E. F. 1956. Pioneer botanists of the Pacific Northwest. Oregon Historical Quarterly 57: 108-124.

Lemmon, K. 1968. The golden age of plant hunters. Phoenix House Publ. London, England. 229 pp.

Lightner, J. 2014. San Diego County native plants in the 1830's: the collections of Thomas Coulter, Thomas
Nuttall,, and H. M. S. Sulphur with George Barclay and Richard Hinds. 54 pp.

Lindsay, A. 2008. Seeds of blood and beauty: Scottish plant explorers. Revised edition. Birlinn Ltd. Edinburgh,
U. K. 296 pp.

Lindsay, G. E. 1961. Notes concerning the botanical explorers and explorations of Lower California, Mexico.
Belvedere Sci. Fund. San Francisco, CA.

Lyte, C. 1983. The plant hunters. Orbis Publ. London, England. 191 pp.

Maguire, B. 1958. Highlights of botanical exploration in the New World. In, Steere, W. C. (editor). Fifty years
of botany -- golden jubilee volume of the Botanical Society of America. McGraw-Hill. New York, NY.

Mahr, A. C. 1932. The visit of the "Rurik" to San Francisco in 1816. Stanford Univ. Publ. Univ. Ser. in Hist.,
Econ., Pol. Sci. 2(2): 1-194.

Mathias, M. E. 1989. The fascinating history of the early botanical exploration and investigations in southern
California. Aliso 12(3): 407-433.

McClintock, E. 1967. Early plant explorers in the West. I. J. California Hort. Soc. 28(1): 114-121. Reprinted
in Fremontia 17(3): 15-18.

McClintock, E. 1967. Early plant explorers in the West. II. J. California Hort. Soc. 28(1): 152-160. Reprinted
in Fremontia 18(1): 11-16.

McKelvey, S. D. 1955. Botanical exploration of the Trans-Mississippi West, 1790-1959. Arnold Arboretum.
Harvard Univ. Jamaica Plains, MA. 1144 pp.

McKelvey, S. D. 1994. Early botanical explorations. Fremontia 22(3): 14-19.

McKelvey, S. D. 1996. Early botanical explorations – Part One. Decade of 1790 to 1800. Fremontia 24(1): 20-
24.

McKelvey, S. D. 1996. Early botanical explorations decade of 1790-1800. Fremontia 24(3): 12-16.

McKelvey, S. D. 1999. The decade of 1820-1830. Fremontia 27(3): 14-21.

McVaugh, R. 1977. Botanical results of the Sessé and Mociño Expedition (1787-1803). I. Summary of
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excursions and travels. Contr. Univ. Michigan Herb. 11(3): 97-195.

McVaugh, R. 1982. The lost paintings of the Sessé and Mociño expedition: a newly available resource. Taxon
31(4): 691, 692.

Moring, J. 2002. Early American naturalists: exploring the American West, 1804-1900. Cooper Square Press.
New York, NY. 241 pp.

Munz, P. A. The Claremont Herbarium. Aliso 6: 41-45.

Musgrave, T., C. Gardner, & W. Musgrave. 1998. The plant hunters: two hundred years of adventure and
discovery around the world. Ward Lock. London, England. 224 pp.

Nilsson, K. B. 1994. A wild flower by any other name: sketches of pioneer naturalists who named our western
plants. Yosemite Assoc. Yosemite Natl. Park, CA. 152 pp.

Ornduff, R. 2000 [2001]. Piss and vinegar: skeletons in our botanical closet. Fremontia 28(2-4): 18-20.

Ornduff, R., P. M. Faber, & T. Keeler-Wolf. 2003. Early plant exploration and botany in California. In, Ornduff
et al. California plant life. Univ. California Press. Berkeley. Pp. 246-269.

Parry, C. C. 1883. Early botanical explorers of the Pacific coast. Overland Monthly 2: 409-416.

Parry, J. 1956. Who first discovered these western flowers? Pacific Discovery 9(1): 12-20.

Reifschneider, O. 1964. Biographies of Nevada botanists: 1844-1963. Univ. Nevada Press. Reno.  165 pp.

Reveal, J. L. 1978. Significance of pre-1753 botanical explorations in temperate North America on Linnaeus’
first edition of Species Plantarum. Phytologia 53: 1-96.

Reveal, J. L. 1991. Botanical explorations in the American West --1889-1989: an essay on the last century
of a floristic frontier. Ann. Missouri Bot. Gard. 78(1): 65-80.

Reveal, J. L. 1992. Gentle conquest: the botanical discovery of North America with illustrations from the
Library of Congress. Starwood Publ. Washington, D. C. 160 pp.

Reveal, J. L. & J. S. Pringle. 1993. Taxonomic botany and floristics. In, Flora of North America Editorial
Committee. Flora of North America north of Mexico. Oxford Univ. Press. New York, NY. 1: 157-192.

Reveal, J. L. & L. R. Hafen. 1970. Scientific explorations and surveys. In, Hafen, L. R., W. E. Hollon, & C. C.
Rister (editors). Western America. Third edition. Prentice-Hall. New York, NY. Pp. 379-394.

Rhonda, J. P. 2003. Beyond Lewis and Clark: the army explorers of the West. Washington State Hist. Soc.
Tacoma. 106 pp.

Rickett, H. W. 1947. The royal botanical expedition to New Spain. Chron. Bot. 11: 1-86.

Roderick, W. 1983. The first European collection of native Californian plants: the Lapérouse expedition (1785-
1788). Four Seasons 6(4): 34, 35.

Roderick, W. 2001. Early plant explorers of the Pacific coast. Manzanita 5(4): 1-7.

Rodger, A. D. III. 1968. American botany, 1873-1892; decades of transition.  Hafner. New York, NY. 340 pp.

Rudolph, E. D. 1982. Women in nineteenth century American botany: a generally unrecognized constituency.
American J. Bot. 69(8): 1346-1355.

Shevock, J. R. & D. W. Taylor. 1987. Plant exploration in California. In, Elias, T. S. (editor). Conservation and
management of rare and endangered plants. California Native Plant Soc. Sacramento. Pp. 91-98.

Short, P. 2004. The pursuit of plants: experiences of nineteenth & early twentieth century plant collectors.
Timber Press. Portland, OR. 351 pp.

Silvey, A. 2015. The plant hunters: true stories of their daring adventures to the far corners of the earth.
Farrar, Straus, & Giroux. 88 pp.

Slack, N. G. 1987. Nineteenth century American women botanists: wives, widows, and work. In, Abir-Am, P.
G. & D. Outram (editors). Uneasy careers and intimate lives: women in science 1789-1979. Rutgers Univ.
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Press. New Brunswick, NJ. Pp. 77-103.

Slack, N. G. 1993. Botanical exploration of California from Menzies to Muir (1786-1900) with special emphasis
on the Sierra Nevada. In, Miller, S. M. (editor). John Muir, life and work. Univ. New Mexico Press.
Albuquerque. Pp. 194-242.

Smith, C. F. 1952. Botanical history and exploration. In, A flora of the Santa Barbara region, California. Santa
Barbara Mus. Nat. Hist. Pp. 39-47.

Smith, J. P. 2013. The Botany of California: California’s first flora. Fremontia 41(2): 22-27.

Smith, M. L. 1987. Pacific visions – California scientists and the environment, 1850-1915. Yale Univ. Press.
New Haven, CT. 243 pp.

Stanton, W. 1975. The great United States Exploring Expedition of 1838-1842. Univ. California Press.
Berkeley. 433 pp.

Stuckey, R. L. & W. R. Burk (editors). History of North American botany. Sida, Bot. Misc. No. 19. 376 pp.

Thatcher, E. P. 1976. Oregon plant collectors, 1870-1940. Taxon 25(1): 217, 218.

Thaxter, B. A. 1933. Scientists in early Oregon. Quart. Oregon Hist. 34: 330-344.

Thayer, C. 1995. Botanical exploration in the East Bay: then and now. Four Seasons 10(1): 4-21.

Thomas, J. H. 1961. The history of botanical collecting in the Santa Cruz Mountains of central California.
Contr. Dudley Herb. 5: 147-168.

Thomas, J. H. 1969. Botanical explorations in Washington, Oregon, California, and adjacent regions. Huntia
3: 5-62.

Webber, R. 1968. The early horticulturists. A. M. Kelley. New York, NY. 224 pp.

Whittle, T. 1970. The plant hunters: being an examination of collecting with an account of the careers and
the methods of a number of those who have searched the world for wild plants. Chilton. Philadelphia, PA.
281 pp.

Wilson, P. 1985. Early botanical heroes of the Northcoast [California]. Darlingtonia 11(2): 3-6.
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2 • THE BOTANISTS

LEROY ABRAMS (1874-1956). Professor of Botany. Stanford University

Abrams, L. 1923-1960. Illustrated flora of the Pacific States, Washington, Oregon, and California. Four
vols. Stanford Univ. Press.

Abrams, L. 1911. Flora of Los Angeles and vicinity. Stanford Univ. Press. Stanford, CA. 484 pp.

McGregor, E. A. 1965. Dr. Le Roy Abram's collecting trip of 1908. Madroño 18: 97-104.

Wiggins, I. L. 1957. LeRoy Abrams, 1874-1956. Taxon 6: 61-63.

Wilson, A. 1956. LeRoy Abrams of Stanford (1873-1956). J. California Hort. Soc. 17: 147-151.

RUFUS DAVIS ALDERSON (1858-1932). Botanist-printer of the San Diego area.

Moran, R. V. 1962. Rufus Davis Alderson. Madroño 16(7): 224-28.

CHARLES LEWIS ANDERSON (1827-1910)

Jepson, W. L. 1929. The botanical explorers of California. V. Charles Lewis Anderson. Madroño 1: 214-
216.

JACOB PETER ANDERSON (1874-1953). Iowa botanist. Flora of Alaska.

Anderson, J. P. 1959. Flora of Alaska and adjacent parts of Canada. Iowa State College Press. Ames. 543
pp.

ELMER IVAN APPLEGATE (1867-1949). Honorary curator, Stanford University. Erythronium.

Applegate, E. I. 1938. Plants of Lava Beds National Monument, California. American Midland Nat. 19: 334-
367.

Applegate, E. I. 1939. Plants of Crater Lake National Oark. American Midland Nat. 22: 225-314.

Lang, F. A. 2003. Elmer Ivan Applegate (1867-1949): the Erythronium man. Kalmiopsis 10: 3-12.

RACHEL MERRITT AUSTIN (1832-1919). Plumas County naturalist.

Jepson, W. L. 1934. The botanical explorers of California. X. Rachel Merritt Austin. Madroño 2: 130-133.

RIMO CARLO FELICE  BACIGALUPI. (1901-1996). First Curator of the Jepson Herbarium.

Constance, L. 1996. Dr. Rimo Bacigalupi: first Jepson curator, March 24, 1901 - August 23, 1996. Jepson
Globe 7(2): 1, 3.

MILO SAMUEL BAKER (1868-1961). Professor of Botany. Santa Rosa Junior College. Viola.

Baker, M. S. 1954. A partial list of seed plants of the North Coast Ranges of California.

Bunyan, V. O. 1973. Milo S. Baker. California Native Plant Society Newsletter 8(4): 11-13.

Mason, H. L. 1962. Milo S. Baker (1868-1961). Madroño 16: 155-158.

WILLIAM HUDSON BAKER (1911-1985)

Baker, W. H. 1956. Plants of Iron Mountain, Rogue River Range, Oregon. American Midland Nat. 51(1):
1-53.

Kruckeberg, A. R. & R. M. Love. 2006. Northwest botanist William Hudson Baker (1911-1985): captivated
by isolated floras. Oregon Flora News-letter 12(3): 1, 10, 12.
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GEORGE BARCLAY (1835-1879) 

Raven, P. H. 1964. George Barclay and the ‘California’ portion of the botany of the Sulphur. Aliso 5: 469-
477.

ALMETA ZIBIA BARRETT (1831-1924)

Lodewick, R. 2003. Almeta Barrett: a pioneer woman botanist in Oregon. Oregon Flora Newsletter 9(3):
15, 18.

MARY BEAL (1900-?)

Weight, L. 1969. The floral world of Mary Beal.

Wild, P. 1997. Mary Beal: pioneer botanist on the Mojave Desert. Wildflower 13(1): 42-45.

HANS HERMANN BEHR (1818-1904). Botanist-entomologist. California Acad. of Sciences.

Behr, H. H. 1888. Flora of the vicinity of San Francisco. Published by author. San Francisco, CA. 364 pp.

Behr, H. H. 1891. Botanical reminiscences. Zoe 2: 2-6.

Behr, H. H. 1896. Botanical reminiscences of San Francisco. Erythea 4: 168-173.

Curran, M. K. 1885. List of the plants described in California, principally in the Proc. of the Cal. Acad. of
Sciences, by Dr. Albert Kellogg, Dr. H. H. Behr, and Mr. H. N. Bolander; with an attempt at their
identification. Bull. California Acad. Sci. 1: 128-151.

Gutzkow, F. G. Chismore, & A. Eastwood. 1905. Doctor Hans Herman Behr. California Acad. Sci. San
Francisco, CA.

LYMAN DAVID BENSON (1909-1993). Professor of Botany. Pomona College. Cactaceae, Ranunculus.

Benson, L. & R. A. Darrow. 1954. The trees and shrubs of the southwestern deserts. Second edition. Univ.
Arizona Press (Tucson) & Univ. New Mexico Press (Albuquerque). 437 pp.

Benson, L. 1969. The native cacti of California. Stanford Univ. Press. Stanford, CA. 243 pp.

Benson, L. 1982. Cacti of the United States and Canada. Stanford Univ. Press. Stanford, CA. 1044 pp.

Mitich, L. W. 1995. Lyman Benson, premier botanist. Cactus & Succ. J. 67(3): 131-135.

JACOB BIGELOW (1787-1879). American physician-botanist. 

Bailey, L. H. 1883. Some North American botanists. V. Jacob Bigelow. Bot. Gaz. 8: 217-222. 

Bigelow, J. B. 1817-1820. American medical botany: being a collection of the native plants of the United
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