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Abstract

Those infected with hepatitis B virus through mass preventive vaccinations by the Japanese government have faced a
various social disadvantages such as severe liver disease, losing job, decrease in income, unjust responses from medical
institutions. Beside these hardships, the problem of prejudice and discrimination toward the patients has been very se-
rious. Thus there are increasing needs for awareness raising and learning opportunities for people in general and espe-
cially for the youth. This paper examines learning effect of university students who have had no learning opportunity
on the matter of "understanding HBV patients" in the past. The examination method is the following. First, a lecture
on "Understanding HBV Patients" was given and a questionnaire survey (2014) was followed. Then, the students' de-
scriptive answers from the questionnaire were applied to the KJ Method' qualitative research method. As a result, the
followings were found. Though before the lecture, many of the students had very vague understanding of the matter
and had felt some psychological distance from the HBV patens, there was also enthusiasm for the practical use of the
knowledge in the future, especially in the field of social welfare works. After the lecture, the students' eyes were wide-
open on the social welfare issues such as prevention of infection, social exclusion, and the responsibility of the govern-
ment on damage of wide-spread infection. Their psychological distance from the patients was also shrunken. Therefore,

it became clear that with even one lecture on the matter of "understanding HBV patients," the students' awareness for
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the matter and sympathy for the patients were remarkably raised. This paper thus concludes that there are now needs

for creation of real teaching materials, effective lectures, and also comparison research with other students who have

had learning opportunity on the matter in the past.
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