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Deployment of Open-school-type Elementary School Buildings in Okinawa Prefecture

Nobuyuki KIMURA

The author reviews the post-war history of school buildings focusing on open-school-type buildings in
Okinawa. Interviews with the local architects then in charge are also summarized.

In Okinawa Prefecture, construction of school facilities increased rapidly after the return of
administrative rights over Okinawa to Japan in 1972. Nakahara elementary school was built in 1977, and
is an open-school-type building in Uruma city (then Gushikawa city). Since its construction, thanks in
part to support by the Ministry of Education (now MEXT) for multi-purpose spaces in schools in 1984,
the style spread to almost all the newly-built or fully reconstructed elementary schools in the central and
southern part of mainland Okinawa.

The spread of the style in Okinawa is largely attributable to activities in Uruma city (then Gushikawa
city) where Yasuhiko Nagakura planned various forms of open-school-type schools, and Naha city which
also played a leading role in this style of school construction. The ideas of the local architect Eizo
Sueyoshi, who understood the need to build in accordance with Okinawa’s climate, were accepted and
standardized in other municipalities in Okinawa. Looking at schools in Naha we can see how this style has
developed and improved over the years.

In Okinawa Prefecture, the open-school-type elementary schools are still being built today. Many
school children who learned in open-school-type schools years ago are now teaching at elementary schools
and they know how to use them. Open-school-type buildings include learning environments that
accommodate various types of learning. As we continue to use them more, and more effectively, in

education these types of buildings will be a driving force for successful active learning.
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