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Dear Editors,

We read with great interest the article by Erdogan et al.
that was recently published in Clinics (1). In this study, the
authors evaluated the role of novel echocardiographic
techniques in detecting left ventricular functional recovery
after successful percutaneous coronary intervention to treat
chronic total occlusion. Their study highlights the benefits of
restoring blood flow in symptomatic patients and in
patients with detectable ischemia in the territory of the
occluded vessel. Although the authors did a great job of
providing a broad review of echocardiographic data
obtained from a considerable number of patients, there are
certain missing points that we wish to emphasize.

The authors concluded that the improvements in the
strain parameters were more significant in patients with an
ejection fraction $50% and less significant in patients with
diabetes. However, they did not use a multivariate regres-
sion analysis to adjust for other potential confounders. If
they had performed a regression analysis, the authors
would have provided more useful information about the
impact of percutaneous coronary intervention on different
groups. Without an accurate statistical analysis, it is not
possible to draw conclusions about the benefits of this
treatment in subgroups such as diabetics or patients with a
higher ejection fraction.

In previous studies, the duration of the occlusion,
collateral circulation, and previous myocardial infarction
were found to be predictors of the restoration of systolic
function after percutaneous intervention (2-5). None of these
parameters was evaluated in this research. In a recent study,
the influence of the recanalization of chronic total occlusion
on left ventricular function was shown using three-dimen-
sional echocardiography. In that study, left ventricular
function improved in patients with rich collateral circula-
tion, but no significant change was found in patients with a
previous myocardial infarction. In another study, the
recovery of left ventricular function was associated with
the transmural extent of the myocardial scar, suggesting the
impact of previous infarction (6).

Given the heterogeneity of the occluded vessels in the
study by Erdogan et al., it would have been valuable to
provide additional regional wall motion analyses. In a study
by Ermis et al., coronary intervention had a positive impact
on both global and regional left ventricular function in
patients with chronic coronary artery occlusion (7). In
another study, which used magnetic resonance imaging,
early and late improvements in regional myocardial func-
tion were observed in the territory of the occlusion (6).

In conclusion, Erdogan et al. demonstrated the benefits of
revascularization for left ventricular function in chronic
total occlusion. However, a more detailed history of the
patients, additional regional wall motion analyses, and a
multivariate regression model would have provided valu-
able information about selecting appropriate patients for
this procedure.
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