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Reassessment of Elementary School Open Spaces: How Four Schools in Uruma City,
Okinawa Prefecture, Have Been Using Them

Nobuyuki KIMURA, Sakurako NAKANO and A1 NINOMIY A

More than 45 years have passed since elementary schools with open spaces started to be built in Japan.
This paper researches how the spaces designed in those early days have been used and assesses whether
they are still effectively used. The points are: whether they have been adapted flexibly to new educational
requirements or needs; whether the furniture in the spaces has been appropriately installed; how the
furniture has been used during intervals and after-class; and how the spaces have been used for school
events and during class hours. The four targeted schools, built in the 1980s, are located in Gushikawa
District (formerly Gushikawa City), Uruma City, Okinawa Prefecture, where various types of schools
with open spaces built in the early days of this movement survive and some of which the author has been
following since they were built.

The results show that the open spaces have been used effectively and in accordance with their intended
purpose, and that they have changed as demands changed over time. The open spaces have been important
as children’s free space during intervals and after-school hours, and were useful for events, communication
with the local community, and PTA activities. Various pieces of furniture were installed, separating the
spaces so that multi-purpose use by children and teachers was possible, but the small amount of furniture
suggested that classes with large numbers and those that incorporated team teaching, integrated study
and continuous learning could not always be held when desired. Enlarged libraries that include open space
are in active use. Naturally, the shape and the size of the space limited usage by large groups: whole school
events, activities for multiple grades, or several classes together were difficult. A space designed exclusively

for children who need special support would be beneficial.

Key words: open school (4 — 7> X 2 — /), open space (4~ — 7°> X ~N — X)), elementary school (/\FFE),
Uruma City, Okinawa Prefecture (#EE 5 & Zif7), furniture (4)
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