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Charlie and the Chocolate Factory: Why Was Charlie Chosen?

Yayoi Kaneko
Abstract

Willy Wonka, a chocolate maker, places golden tickets in five candy bars. The five children
who find the Golden Tickets in the bars they purchase are invited to his chocolate factory. Each
of them seems to be an only child. It is commonly believed that an only child can do whatever he
or she wants to do because he or she has no siblings with competing desires. Each of the five
children except for Charlie Bucket grew up in rather rich families so that they could get almost
anything they wanted just by asking their parents. These rich children can, for example, buy as
many candy bars as they want until they get the Golden Tickets. Since their parents spoil them,
they have become very selfish. Charlie Bucket, however, must repress all his desires because his
family is too poor to buy luxury foods such as candy bars. Poverty seems to be an obstacle which
will prevent us from doing what we want, but actually it teaches Charlie the importance of doing
what he should. Because of poverty, Charlie becomes a good boy who can control his feelings,
trust other people and gain the power of observation.

Also, Charlie, who is given a bar of candy as his birthday present, always feels happy when
he eats it. Because he cannot eat delicious things whenever he wants, he truly appreciates it when
he can. The four rich children but Charlie do not feel happy when they eat the bar of candy. They
just bought them to get the Golden Tickets. Willy Wonka wants to make people happy with the
candy bars he produces; only with Charlie he succeeds.

For these reasons, Charlie inherits the Chocolate Factory.
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“I just knew Augustus would find a Golden Ticket, «--- He eats so many candy bars a day that it
was almost impossible for him not to find one. Eating is his hobby, you know. That’s all he’s
interested in. But still, that’s better than being a hooligan and shooting off zip guns and things like

that in his spare time, isn’t it?”1
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“You see, fellers, ==+ as soon as my little girl told me that she simply had to have one of those
Golden Tickets, I went out into the town and started buying up all the Wonka candy bars I could lay
my hands on. Thousands of them, I must have bought. Hundreds of thousands! Then I had them
loaded onto trucks and sent directly to my own factory. I'm in the peanut business, you see, and I've
got about a hundred women working for me over at my joint, shelling peanuts for roasting and

salting. That’s what they do all day long, those women, they sit there shelling peanuts. So I says to

them, ‘Okay, girls,” I says, ‘from now on, you can stop shelling peanuts and start shelling the

wrappers off these crazy candy bars instead!’ (p. 24, underlining mine.)
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Because I liked sticking the gooey piece that I'd just finished with onto one of the elevator buttons.
Then the next person who came along and pressed the button got my old gum on the end of his or her
finger. Ha-ha! And what a racket they kicked up, some of them. You get the best results with women

who have expensive gloves on. (p. 32)
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The Buckets, of course, didn’t starve, but every one of them — the two old grandfathers, the two
old grandmothers, Charlie’s father, Charlie’s mother, and especially little Charlie himself — went

about from morning till night with a horrible empty feeling in their tummies. (p. 5
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Only once a year, on his birthday, did Charlie Bucket ever get to taste a bit of chocolate. The
whole family saved up their money for that special occasion, and when the great day arrived, Charlie

was always presented with one small chocolate bar to eat all by himself. And each time he received it,



on those marvelous birthday mornings, he would place it carefully in a small wooden box that he
owned, and treasure it as though it were a bar of solid gold; and for the next few days, he would allow
himself only to look at it, but never to touch it. Then at last, when he could stand it no longer, he
would peel back a tiny bit of the paper wrapping at one corner to expose a tiny bit of chocolate, and
then he would take a tiny nibble — just enough to allow the lovely sweet taste to spread out slowly

over his tongue. (p. 6)
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Charlie looked up. Four kind old faces were watching him intently from the bed. He smiled at
them, a small sad smile, and then he shrugged his shoulders and picked up the candy bar and held it
out to his mother, and said, “Here Mother, have a bit. We’ll share it. I want everybody to taste it.”

(p. 29)
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Carefully, Charlie pulled it out from under the snow. It was damp and dirty, but otherwise
perfect.

A wHOLE dollar!

He held it tightly between his shivering fingers, gazing down at it. It meant one thing to him at

that moment, only one thing. It meant Foob. (p. 42)
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Charlie grabbed it [the candy bar] and quickly tore off the wrapper and took an enormous bite. Then
he took another --- and another -+ and oh, the joy of being able to cram large pieces of something sweet
and solid into one’s mouth! The sheer blissful joy of being able to fill one’s mouth with rich solid food!

(p. 43)
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Charlie went on wolfing the candy. He couldn’t stop. And in less than half a minute, the whole
thing had disappeared down his throat. He was quite out of breath, but he felt marvelously,

extraordinarily happy. He reached out a hand to take the change. (pp. 43-44)
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“He [Augustus]'1l be chocolate fudge!” shrieked Mrs. Gloop.

“Never!” cried Mr. Wonka.

“Of course he will!” shrieked Mrs. Gloop.

“T wouldn’t allow it!” cried Mr. Wonka.

“And why not?” shrieked Mrs. Gloop.

“Because the taste would be terrible,” said Mr. Wonka. “Just imagine it! Augustus-flavored

chocolate-coated Gloop! No one would buy it.” (p. 76)
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""" “just so long as it’s a piece of gum and I can chew it, then that’s for me!” And quickly she took
her own world-record piece of chewing gum out of her mouth and stuck it behind her left ear. “Come
on, Mr. Wonka,” she said, “hand over this magic gum of yours and we’ll see if the thing works.” -+

“I want the gum!” Violet said obstinately. (p. 95)
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""" before Mr. Wonka could stop her, she shot out a fat hand and grabbed the stick of gum out of the



little drawer and popped it into her mouth. At once, her huge well-trained jaws started chewing away
on it like a pair of tongs

“Don’t!” said Mr. Wonka.

“Fabulous!” shouted Violet. (p. 95)
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“Stop!” said Mr. Wonka. “The gum isn’t ready yet! It’s not right!”
“Of course it’s right!” said Violet. “It’s working beautifully! Oh my, what lovely soup this is!”
“Spit it out!” said Mr. Wonka.

“No, no, no, no, no! It isn’t ready for eating! It isn’t right! You mustn’t do it!” (p. 96)
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“It always happens like that,” sighed Mr. Wonka. “I’'ve tried it twenty times in the Testing Room
on twenty Oompa-Loompas, and every one of them finished up as a blueberry. It’s most annoying. I

just can’t understand it.” (pp. 98-99)

Ut VARDPODIDOIERT O 2% 44 Ly MTHELZDOE, Ao BP0 SHilE L T4
LRI LZBREEZEZTOVIPOTERIEOD, MELH ADFE LIS OV EIEZHRNITHI
BIOIHHDA vy Ea—ZFHL, HOSOHBEMHEFIO e & bbbt HRENICHDE
BEHICHRITFTVWSE ETHIE, T ITfEE S — v (Roald Dahl, 1916-1990) A3 K AfA] iFIcE W07z 3
Z 7 ) —/NHICET B, WhWAALKH®E T - <KL S b,

ERETNV—NY) =D - d s 44 Ly ME, 9% byXE Yo — IEANHET
N, MADOY 2 —2Z2KoNETEICED, TOETF2Z LT AT Y 2 —RFickx, £/ 14,
—fTH SET 5D TH - 12,

RIS E» - 7eDid, 7V IR LUELD#ERZT 2 100 LD ) ARV EEEKE > 72, 7 =

—HE, TTICKRBETICHIZT XX, EVIDR— M EEET SO LN -0, b
SEEIR) 22 LN - 12,
“I[Veruca] want one. =+ I want a squirrel!”

“All right, my pet,” Mrs. Salt said soothingly. “Mummy’ll get you a squirrel just as soon as she
possibly can.”
“But I don’t want any old squirrel!” Veruca shouted. “I want a trained squirrel!”

At this point, Mr. Salt, Veruca’s father, stepped forward. “Very well, Wonka,” he said



importantly, taking out a wallet full of money,” how much d’you want for one of these crazy
squirrels? Name your price.”
“They’re not for sale,” Mr. Wonka answered. “She can’t have one.”
“Who says I can’t!” shouted Veruca. “I'm going in to grab me a squirrel this very minute!”
“Don’t!” said Mr. Wonka quickly, but he was too late. The girl had already thrown open the door

and rushed in. (p. 11D

E—F v Vv IEHEOREI A ADNTELNADDIZHEVWEZZZMETHD, WLLHDIIFTSDH
BuBZoN TR E R, LV SDRMETHFTITANONDE EEZEZTVWE, DT —LF -
Fory b OEEHENRESICEINEMHLTOE, T A4 Ly FOBAEEERE v+ v IRV
=KD S LWL A v o Ea—dHTHINCHD, ThEFIHALTOTAEEZEZOND, HD
) R e b DOHFUTTRIAA T W o 72T = b= A 1E, SBBS/PADED A Y N—=D X512 100 Lo ) R
PRV IC S N, 7 v 3 OFERI[ERE, DA IclchNbDTh b, TDOFEZRTOIY +
v K13 “My goodness, she is a bad nut after all,” & F\, “Her head must have sounded quite
hollow.” (p.112) &2 & dMWMIFITFT VKD, #fH, Yz v —HIFEL ZTHE KIS, SR b va—
MoigsInTLE 9,

v vARKIEE, bHAA, T —ANTOLIRITHEE S EEHRNICTRIL TV IZ T,
FRAPMYa—PCHEEINTYREVSCEETH 5, B TEUbsREEIC, #1E “Too late, -+
She’s gone!” (p. 113) LIGHITH 5, REMFITIT > MBI S FEIERIC, YV RITHF R b va— MITHE
INBTEILED, TR, ToTEZ2RCOWIFr =) —&U 4 VHRKRDOEETH 5,

“Oh dear!” cried Charlie, who was watching with the others through the door, “what on earth’s
going to happen to them now?”

“T expect someone will catch them at the bottom of the chute,” said Mr. Wonka.

“But what about the great fiery incinerator?” asked Charlie.

“They only light it every other day,” said Mr. Wonka. “Perhaps this is one of the days when they

let it go out. You never know...they might be lucky....” (p. 116)
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“But Mr. Wonka,” he [Mike] shouted, “can you send other things through the air in the same way?
Breakfast cereal, for instance?”

“And what about people?” asked Mike Teavee. “Could you send a real live person from one place
to another in the same way?”

“A person!” cried Mr. Wonka. “Are you off your rocker?”

“But could it be done?”

“Good heavens, child, I really don’t know...I suppose it could...yes, I'm pretty sure it could...of

course it could...I wouldn’t like to risk it, though...it might have some very nasty results....”  (p. 130)
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Then Mrs. Teavee ran forward...but she stopped dead in the middle of the room...and she stood
there...she stood staring at the place where her son had been...and her great red mouth opened wide
and she screamed, “He’s gone! He’s gone!”

“Great heavens, he has gone!” shouted Mr. Teavee.

Mr. Wonka hurried forward and placed a hand gently on Mrs. Teavee’s shoulder. “We shall have
to hope for the best, -+ We must pray that your little boy will come out unharmed at the other
end.” (p. 13D
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Mr. Wonka swung round and stared at Charlie.

There was a silence. Charlie stood there holding tightly onto Grandpa Joe’s hand.

“You mean you’re the only one left?” Mr. Wonka said, pretending to be surprised.

“Why yes,” whispered Charlie. “Yes.”
Mr. Wonka suddenly exploded with excitement. “But my dear boy,” he cried out, “that means

you've won!” oo “Oh, I do congratulate you!” (p. 142, underlining mine.)
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Charlie put the mug to his lips, and as the rich warm creamy chocolate ran down his throat into

his empty tummy, his whole body from head to toe began to tingle with pleasure, and a feeling of

intense happiness spread over him.

“You like it?” asked Mr. Wonka.
“Oh, it’s wonderful!” Charlie said.
“The creamiest loveliest chocolate I've ever tasted!” said Grandpa Joe, smacking his lips.

(p. 84, underlining mine.)
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And every day, Charlie Bucket grew thinner and thinner. His face became frighteningly white
and pinched. The skin was drawn so tightly over the cheeks that you could see the shapes of the bones
underneath. It seemed doubtful whether he could go on much longer like this without becoming
dangerously 1ll.

And now, very calmly, with that curious wisdom that seems to come so often to small children in
times of hardship, he began to make little changes here and there in some of the things that he did, so
as to save his strength. In the mornings, he left the house ten minutes earlier so that he could walk

slowly to school, without ever having to run. (p. 40)
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“How I love my chocolate factory,” said Mr. Wonka, gazing down. Then he paused, and he turned
around and looked at Charlie with a most serious expression on his face. “Do you love it, too,
Charlie?” he asked.

“Oh, yes,” cried Charlie, “I think it’s the most wonderful place in the whole world!” (p. 150)
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“I am very pleased to hear you say that.” said Mr. Wonka, looking more serious than ever. He
went on staring at Charlie. “Yes,” he said, “I am very pleased indeed to hear you say that. And now I
shall tell you why.” Mr. Wonka cocked his head to one side and all at once the tiny twinkling wrinkles
of a smile appeared around the corners of his eyes, and he said, “You see, my dear boy, I have decided
to make you a present of the whole place. As soon as you are old enough to run it, the entire factory

will become yours.” (pp. 150-151)
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Mind you, there are thousands of clever men who would give anything for the chance to come in and
take over from me, but I don’t want that sort of person. I don’t want a grown-up person at all. A
grownup won't listen to me; he won’t learn. He will try to do things his own way and not mine. So I
have to have a child. I want a good sensible loving child, one to whom I can tell all my most precious

candy-making secrets—while I am still alive. (p. 15D
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