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An Overview of System for Self-Support of the Disadvantaged

Junko NAKATSUCHI

The System for Self-Support of Needy Person was established in 2000 as a second safety

net, with the aim of building up a comprehensive support system that would enable poor

people to attain independence and dignity. This paper traces the history of how that system

was adopted, and discusses how it is related to the Public Assistance Act. The paper also looks

at how the system actually works, and points out the problems it has. The author argues that

customized services designed by educated and experienced professional social workers are one

of the keys to the success of this system.
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