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Study of Life Structure and Vulnerability of Migrant Women
Focusing on Their Childrearing Roles

Natsuko MINAMINO

This paper discusses the vulnerability of migrant women based on literature and statistics
of international and domestic organizations. Migrant women are vulnerable to gender
discrimination and violence. With the feminization of migration in globalized societies, this
discrimination and violence has increased and become more salient.

Migrant women who live in Japan experience vulnerability caused by barriers of culture
and language, gender discrimination and violence, poverty facing single-mother households,
and by lack of support for childrearing families. In providing support for migrant women, it
is not entirely accurate to attribute problems solely to the idea that the vulnerability among
migrant women is caused by their not being Japanese.

In Japan, Migrant women’s vulnerability consists of various factors such as poor working
environment, the cultural and linguistic barriers many migrants face, lack of support for
families with children, and poverty in general. Therefore, in order for effective support to be
provided for migrant women, public social services to deal with issues of childcare, poverty,
and gender related problems should be developed. Services designed specifically to help migrant

women and other non-Japanese residents should be developed as well.
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