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Anne Elliot and Captain Wentworth as a New Type of Couple in Persuasion

Yayoi Kaneko

Abstract

Anne Elliot 1s quite different from Jane Austen’s other heroines, all of whom suffer in the
male-dominated society where women do not have the right of inheritance or to work to earn
their living. Instead, each of these women is encouraged to become “an Angel in the House.”
Anne Elliot, however, is a new type of woman. She appears to be “an Angel in the House,” but
if we observe her well, we can see that she finds ways to express herself and gains the
affection of Captain Wentworth eight years after refusing his proposal of marriage. In
addition, she does not mind marrying Captain Wentworth, though he is not a landowner.
Before the Industrial Revolution, the land-owning classes were considered “gentlemen,” but
this changed as time passed. The power of money strengthened and the landed gentry could
not ignore this new power. Lady Russell is proud of her rank and persuades Anne not to
marry Captain Wentworth because he is not a landowner. Their reunion after eight years,
however, finds Anne to be willing to marry him, which is not only a revolutionary but also

prophetic way of thinking.
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A man does not recover from such a devotion of the heart to such a woman! —He ought not—he

does not.5
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Anne Elliot, with all her claims of birth, beauty, and mind, to throw herself away at nineteen;
involve herself at nineteen in an engagement with a young man, who had nothing but himself to
recommend him, and no hopes of attaining affluence, but in the chances of a most uncertain
profession, and no connexions to secure even his farther rise in that profession; would be, indeed,

a throwing away, which she grieved to think of! (p.29)
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How eloquent could Anne Elliot have been, —how eloquent, at least, were her wishes on the
side of early warm attachment, and a cheerful confidence in futurity, against that over-anxious

caution which seems to insult exertion and distrust Providence! (p.32)
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...Anne, with an elegance of mind and sweetness of character, which must have placed her high
with any people of real understanding, was nobody with either father or sister: her word had no

weight; her convenience was always to give way; —she was only Anne. (p.6)

R E>T [ 1O T7 v ] TLOBOEET, 7 yOLdile SnEn, XORENIIZD, 74
WY —FREROIOEBREEL TN— R -#id T LITH 5N, TORTEIA LY F2E
“nobody will want her [Anne] in Bath.” (p.36) EE VK>, —F, TryHBLHLERL>TOVIT
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To be claimed as a good, though in an improper style, is at least better than being rejected
as no good at all; and Anne, glad to be thought of some use, glad to have any thing marked out
as a duty, and certainly not sorry to have the scene of it in the country, and her own dear

country, readily agreed to stay. (p.36)
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His [Charles’s] collar-bone was found to be dislocated, and such injury received in the back,
as roused the most alarming ideas. It was an afternoon of distress, and Anne had every thing to
do at once—the apothecary to send for—the father to have pursued and informed—the mother to
support and keep from hysterics—the servants to control—the youngest child to banish, and the
poor suffering one to attend and soothe; —besides sending, as soon as she recollected it, proper
notice to the other house, which brought her an accession rather of frightened, enquiring

companions, than of very useful assistants. (pp.57-58)
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Nursing does not belong to a man, it is not his province. A sick child is always the mother’s

property, her own feelings generally make it so. (p.61)
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It is the worst evil of too yielding and indecisive a character, that no influence over it can be
depended on. —You are never sure of a good impression being durable. Every body may sway it;

let those who would be happy be firm. (p.94)
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Mrs. Croft, though neither tall nor fat, had a squareness, uprightness, and vigour of form,
which gave importance to her person. She had bright dark eyes, good teeth, and altogether an
agreeable face;...Her manners were open, easy, and decided, like one who had no distrust of
herself, and no doubts of what to do; without any approach to coarseness, however, or any want

of good humour. (p.52)
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I regard Louisa Musgrove as a very amiable, sweet-tempered girl, and not deficient in understanding;
but Benwick is something more. He is a clever man, a reading man—and I confess that I do

consider his attaching himself of her, with some surprise. (pp. 198-199)
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Anne, attending with all the strength and zeal, and thought, which instinct supplied, to
Henrietta, still tried, at intervals, to suggest comfort to the others, tried to quiet Mary, to
animate Charles, to assuage the feelings of Captain Wentworth. Both seemed to look to her for

directions. (p. 119)
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...Anne’s face caught his [a gentleman’s] eye, and he looked at her with a degree of earnest
admiration, which she could not be insensible of. She was looking remarkably well; her very
regular, very pretty features, having the bloom and freshness of youth restored by the fine wind
which had been blowing on her complexion, and by the animation of eye which it had also

produced. It was evident that the gentleman...admired her exceedingly. (p.112)
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struck with you, —and even I, at this moment, see something like Anne Elliot again.” (p.112)
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Anne wondered whether it ever occurred to him now, to question the justness of his own
previous opinion as to the universal felicity and advantage of firmness of character;...She thought it
could scarcely escape him to feel, that a persuadable temper might sometimes be as much in

favour of happiness, as a very resolute character. (p.126)
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Mr. Elliot was too generally agreeable. Various as were the tempers in her father’s house, he

pleased them all. He endured too well, —stood too well with everybody. (p.175)
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Wentworth and Mr. Elliot]” (p.270) &, E» i, oF 0 EEHFVICEobnTETWiLI L
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She prized the frank, the open-hearted, the eager character beyond all others. Warmth and
enthusiasm did captivate her still. She felt that she could so much more depend upon the sincerity
of those who sometimes looked or said a careless or a hasty thing, than of those whose presence

of mind never varied, whose tongue never slipped. (p.175)
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Rok7 v, ALBDITRAERET S, KAbFK, “Anne was improved in plumpness and
looks” (p.134) &7 Y MWELK B I EEEATV S, VEREVEID EFLERICT ST + L
% —J% “he began to compliment her on her improved looks;” (pp.157-158) &, 7 v DFLE
MEL B 57T & 2T 5,
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DEIo

“She is pretty, I think; Anne Elliot; very pretty, when one comes to look at her. It is not the
fashion to say so, but I confess I admire her more than her sister.”

“Oh! so do 1.7

“Anne so do I. No comparison. But the men are all wild after Miss Elliot. Anne is too delicate

for them.” (p.193)

7 v HE, “she was to be blessed with a second spring of youth and beauty” (p.134) &J&U
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% “. ..they were nothing. There was no superiority of manner, accomplishment, or under-
standing.” (p.162) E @< FHLTVE L, TYICE>TARUK DI TFEEA] VIS
&0, NIEoThs,
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EonLroi,

Jealously of Mr. Elliot! It was the only intelligible motive. Captain Wentworth jealous of her
affection! Could she have believed it a week ago—three hours ago! For a moment the gratification
was exquisite. But alas! there were very different thoughts to succeed. How was such jealousy to

be quieted? How was the truth to reach him? (p.207)
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It 1s, perhaps, our fate rather than our merit. We cannot help ourselves. We live at home, quiet,

confined, and our feelings prey upon us. (p. 253)
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5,

All the privilege I claim for my own sex (it is not a very enviable one, you need not covet it) is

that of loving longest, when existence or when hope is gone. (p.256)

N=y 7 DIEREI > TR D 7 7 = =105 CAMICREASHE 2SNV E N — T ¢ VKR IFEEL A3,
T VEHORMEE LT, BT AANIOMICWEBSBDFHENODVATHE LT 5 EHNICES
HoaMAOZ EELTRRLTENLBVWMEZ, TYvid7 7 =—DFELVHTHICTTST &“Gﬁ
LLIZMFELN O b, BT A2 EBELIDTHE, TVOLicichBEtETh D, mAlLEH
Tbb b,

TUDEANT 2 v b T - RICFAEELE, DWW FEREN S, “He [Wentworth’s
brother] enquired after you very particularly; asked even if you were personally altered,

little suspecting that to my eye you could never alter.” (p.264) ESbhic7T viF, WOE%



FHL, EHICaEn3DTH - 72,

VeV T — RSB S T VAEASEIRBATOE L -2 EE2HD, ABOBbITE DV,
WiE7 v AIRA, BMNaEd 7 vAaABE LS v v VIRAEIBALK, LhL, 5yt AP EIC,
HRODZ7 54 KRBT vy NOKIHELZIIZ DT TWizDOTH 5,

But I was proud, too proud to ask again. I did not understand you. I shut my eyes, and would
not understand you, or do you justice. This is a recollection which ought to make me forgive

every one sooner than myself. (p.268)

YV bT—RPTy wVRAEHIET 2D BRI ORET L 7En,

SHEFiZ-EWH L, 7 vi& “I must believe that I was right, much as I suffered from it” (p.
267) LD, HERODDICT vOGELET 25 v v VREAOREIIH -2l ETY Y b7 =2
CIRENE LWREWE Ly, BOGZI LY - TR L 72 /ERKD 5 TH 5 5 RILOWMED 3 5 230§
HEBW2L0o6hscblbhzans, LiED, [FRHFEOMOI EFLOES] (p.268) &
WRRB, WM Te A&V a) Ty ] (Romeo and Juliet, 1595-96) oo I A& Y2 ) v bidl]
BOSOG 2 L) > THE ORI Z LR, miEEbmiRE LTLES, MBOFEbDEEE
B = EREDS, RN ERRITBOR s & bRRE N B, =V, v2v by —2
IR TIEEAE L, TYIRBEBRDOD T v e VRAERDBVEETTH D, TORIIT VIC
BRI, D2V b7 —ROBFANELWT ED DS D370 OIS 2BV, WEP
HIN2 5 TRy FEFDIEZOHZ TSSO LVWHIEZE /Yy v by —2&, ELIEHEZR
DRLEBEESIND T v ORIBICEGT 2B BV,

ATY—RT VO EEAL, EVIDL, TYEIMA—FEAY )Ty LD LENNELE
SRHICE 50, HROX S ITFOFE I LSRN SV LITHEL TVWENETH S, L
MmL, TVICE > THAEMHIMIISF O EETE LV, MRKGIERMT 2 X iC, BEHELE VS KH
FOFEDEN S H 2 ERALEBSHEREAOTICL L L}, EREIOHED, EHEDO
FEPEAEANEBEBRAET O TV R CEEERT 220 LAV, Lirl, 7 YICidT v Ol EEYE
BHb, Atk obnd, hEE2HEHTI2OTHL, V=V b7 —REDFEKIIT Vit ->TT
NCOMHTHREDIEIEIE 1 EEZ KA 9, 7 v OFEEIC I LHIHIED Licskv iz 4 £ 2 O
WHEDT VR, ST THAITEETETE2A AT 4 VDA v 2= IDPAD SN TV B,

ARG R FREFREEE O EZ T 1278 TH 5,

=
1 B.C.Southam, ed., Jane Austen: The Critical Heritage, vol. 1, London: Routlege & Kegan Paul,
1968, p. 63.
2 Northanger Abbey ® Catherine Morland 1% 17 %, Sense and Sensibility ® Marianne Dashwood (% 17
%, Elinor Dashwood (& 19 5%, Mansfield Park ® Fanny Price (Z 10 f, Emma ® Emma Woodhouse
221 Tdh 5,
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A. Walton Litz, Jane Austen: A Study of Her Artistic Development, Oxford: Oxford University Press,
1965, p. 154.

J. A. and Olive Banks, Feminism and Family Planning in Victorian England, Liverpool: Liverpool
University Press, 1964, p. 27. &M, 1851 %, 15 ml Lo aiof G B0 L v 72,500 A%
»otie

Deirdre Le Faye, ed., Jane Austen’s Letters, Oxford and New York: Oxford University Press, 1995,
p. 335. From Jane Austen to Fanny Knight, 23 March 1817. “You may perhaps like the Heroine
[Anne Elliot], as she is almost too good for me.” £,

Jane Austen, Persuasion, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006, p.199. LI'F, AX» 5D
ST NTIORRIZE %,

o4 —27 4 vOlEmOER S vich, EICF+HY Y - E-FVYRERIT Y - ¥y vavyy FIIE
FRENICHRR 22 Ic B L TV 5,

WIAAED, VA v A =27 4v& [BESEEA v]] HTut - MR, 20114, p. 155.
ibid., pp. 157-159. MR T v DITE % [ZBOHEEIE D, FEIEBILBEETHD, WOoTHREEE
KIS DR5HE7), A ERVEEEGL V] CETohic [HEDTETVWa | REBIch 5, LIERL
TW3,

it s — o o YO LEFHICES W, BUSESO Lo ESHES 2 EERE L W ORENH - 1o,
COBMEOEICLIPIEA T, >NEHET L L0 XF EolEGicio &, atHE»o5vwHONT
b3 I LY, ol ETronLnE s,

FAELRE, MR, Tty =4 27 2 7], Hal Hrmed, 1999 4E, p. 43.

MRS E D, p. 167.
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