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Health Disparities from a Gender Statistic Point of View

Misako KASUYA

The purpose of this report is to use Japanese government statistics, to analyze and

discuss health disparities as they relate to gender. First, I examine the objectives and achievements
of World Health Organization (WHO) programs such as “Gender, Women, Health”, and “Social

Determinants of Health.” Second, to clarify the issue of health disparities and gender disparities

in Japan, I analyze Japanese government data from the “National Health and Nutrition Survey”
conducted by the Ministry of Health, Labor and Welfare and “Data on Suicides in 2011”
collected by the Community Safety Bureau National Police Agency in Japan.

The above research shows: (1) WHO concludes that in comparison with the WHO

publications from 2007 and 2009, disparities between the genders increased in 2009, while gender-

based analyses decreased, and that this tendency is unsatisfactory. (2) Various social

determinants of health such as income, education, occupation, family structure, gender, and

location influence health disparities.
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