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Austen and Sensibility
Yayoi Kaneko

Abstract

The work of Jane Austen came between 1813 and 1818, which placed her novels in the
Regency period. Different from the Victorian era, it was full of openness, candor, and satire.
In addition, sentimentalism is one of the characters of the novels in this era and sentimental
novels, where the emergence of feeling is considered as a guide to behavior, are popular.
Generally, her work is considered refined, but it is affected by the era. One of her juvenilia,
Love and Freindship, which is an epistolary novel, is not elegant but full of Austen’s critical
spirit. Austen, though fourteen when she wrote it, tried to attack the public tendency to

regard sensibility as important.
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My Father was a native of Ireland and an inhabitant of Wales; my Mother was the natural

Daughter of a Scotch Peer by an italian Opera-girl — I was born in Spain and received my

Education at a Convent in France.?
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A sensibility too tremblingly alive to every affliction of my Friends, my Acquaintance and

particularly to every affliction of my own, was my only fault, if a fault it could be called.

(104. underlining mine.)
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There was a Disagreable Coldness and Forbidding Reserve in her reception of me which was
equally Distressing and Unexpected. None of that interesting Sensibility or amiable Simpathy in
her Manners and Address to me, when we first met which should have Distinguished our
introduction to each other ——. Her Language was neither warm, nor affectionate, her expressions
of regard were neither animated nor cordial; her arms were not opened to receive me to her Heart,

tho” my own were extended to press her to mine. (110)
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Sophia was rather above the middle size; most elegantly formed. A soft Languor spread over her

lovely features, but increased their Beauty ——. It was the Charectaristic of her Mind —. She

was all Sensibility and Feeling. We flew into each others arms and after having exchanged vows

of mutual Freindship for the rest of our Lives, instantly unfolded to each other the most inward

Secrets of our Hearts —. (113-114. underlining mine.)
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They [Augustus and Sophia] had been married but a few months when our visit to them
commenced during which time they had been amply supported by a considerable Sum of Money
which Augustus had gracefully purloined from his Unworthy father’s Escritoire, a few days before
his union with Sophia. (116)
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Sophia shreiked and fainted on the Ground — I screamed and instantly ran mad —. We
remained thus mutually deprived of our Senses, some minutes, and on regaining them were
deprived of them again ——. For an Hour and a Quarter did we continue in this unfortunate

Situation — Sophia fainting every moment and I running Mad as often —. (129)
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“...Beware of fainting-fits...Though at the time they may be refreshing and Agreable yet beleive
me they will in the end, if too often repeated and at improper seasons, prove destructive to your
Constitution...My fate will teach you this...I die a Martyr to my greif for the loss of Augustus...
One fatal swoon has cost me my Life...Beware of swoons Dear Laura.... A frenzy fit is not one
quarter so pernicious; it is an exercise to the Body and if not too violent, is I dare say conducive
to Health in its consequences — Run mad as often as you chuse; but do not faint —"
(132-133)
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M™ Hall of Sherbourn was brought to bed yesterday of a dead child, some weeks before she
expected, oweing to a fright. — I suppose she happened unawares to look at her husband.!!
(To Cassandra Austen, 27-28 October 1798)
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...at the bottom of Kingsdown Hill we met a Gentleman in a Buggy, who on a minute
examination turned out to be D" Hall — & D' Hall in such very deep mourning that either his
Mother, his Wife, or himself must be dead. (To Cassandra Austen, 17 May 1799)
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Miss Debary, Susan & Sally all in black, but without any Statues, made their appearance, & I was
as civil to them as their bad breath would allow me.
(To Cassandra Austen, 20-21 November 1800)
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“Dear, dear Norland!”...“when shall 1 cease to regret you! — when learn to feel a home
elsewhere! —— Oh! happy house, could you know what I suffer in now viewing you from this spot,
from whence perhaps I may view you no more! — And you, ye well-known trees! — but you
will continue the same. —— No leaf will decay because we are removed, nor any branch become
motionless although we can observe you no longer! — No; you will continue the same;
unconscious of the pleasure or the regret you occasion, and insensible of any change in those who

walk under your shade! — But who will remain to enjoy you?”19
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