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Household Economy of Self-employed and Farm Households
from the Viewpoint of Gender Statistics

Misako KASUYA

The main purposes of this study are threefold. First, it seeks to understand the position
and quantitative changes of the self-employed by using government statistics. Second, it aims
to analyze and study the family income and expenditure of self-employed and farm households
from the viewpoint of gender statistics. Third, it attempts to define problems in improving the
positions of female self-employed persons and to describe the relationship between the
situation in Japan and foreign trends.

The study examined these issues from the perspective of gender by using government
statistics including the “Labor force survey,” the “National survey of family income and
expenditure,” the “Family income and expenditure survey,” and the “Agricultural management
statistics study.”

This study noted that the United Nations Millennium Development Goals include
numerical analyses of self-employed workers and family workers and set goals to be attained
by 2015. Furthermore, the compensation of self-employed workers in Japan was examined by
a non-governmental organization, the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against
Women. These fact-finding trends also motivated the author to clarify the compensation of
family-employed people’s labor.

By analyzing and examining the current government household economy statistics paying
particular attention to gender statistics, it became clear that the statistics did not fully reveal
the economic power of females, and that there was less information concerning women in
households of self-employed persons and farmers than there was regarding women in workers’
households. Studying government statistics in terms of gender is important in clarifying

gender problems and in formulating gender equality policy.

Key words: self-employed household (H=3£), farm household (EZX), family income and
expenditure (551), gender statistics (¥ = » % —#tit), family worker (KIFEEZEE)
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