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Effects of Web Page Peripheral Cues on the Observer’s Attitude to Its Topic:
An experimental study focusing on individual differences in observers’ interests

Yoshitsugu FUJISHIMA

The present study investigated the effects of the decoration for a web page on the observer’s

attitude toward its topic. Previous studies suggested that peripheral cues could change the attitude

of the observer who has little motivation for processing information in the direction of the

message. The study took the observer’s interest in the topic of the web page as his or her

motivation for processing information. Decoration for the web page should serve as a peripheral

cue and should change the attitude of the observer not interested in the topic of the web page.

Results were consistent with this prediction. Furthermore, the message of the web page without

decoration was processed more deliberatively than that with decoration. The implications for the

theories about attitude change and for the application in the real world were discussed.

Key words: attitude (BEFE), attitude change (BEEZE), peripheral cues (JLFHHD),

web page (7 x TX—32)
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