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O The Effects of Explicit Teaching on Pronunciation,”Michael K. Snyder - Atsuko Kashiwagi

In this presentation we presented the results of our recent study of the effects of explicit pronunciation
instruction on improving over-all pronunciation. We found that there seems to be a positive effect. Moreover,
explicit instruction in segmentals (phonemes) also had a positive effect. We found, too, that the ability to produce
segmentals sometimes preceded the ability to perceive them. These results run counter to the commonly accepted
claims of communicatively based approaches, which have formed the basis of the change in the Monkasho (MEXT)
guidelines for language teaching in Japanese high schools. These guidelines seem to promote a less explicit
approach to language teaching, including pronunciétion. We considered the implications of our study for these
guidelines and how pronunciation should be taught. We presented the results of other studies that both support and
run counter to the claims of the communicative approach. We concluded that focusing only on suprasegmentals vmay
be a mistake and that explicit instruction in segmentals could have positive effects for Japanese students. With the
goal of intelligibility rafher than a native-like accent, further research is required to determine which aspects of

English phonology are most important for Japanese students to learn for improving intelligibility.
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