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Sociological Notes for Taro Okamoto’s Methodology
—A Breakthrough Using the ‘Hot Dialectic’—
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Abstract

Taro Okamoto’s achievements in abstract and avant-garde painting and sculpture,
together with his writings and performances, have recently been re-evaluated in Japan. This
study note traces his career, introduces his artistic thoughts, and points out that his
methodology is based on his own dialectic. He went to Paris when he was 18 and stayed there
for 10 years in the 1930s, was associated with many prominent artists and scholars, and
studied what was at the time the most advanced philosophy, sociology, and ethnography. He
learned that he could create art using a dialectic which, the author concludes, is not only cool
and instrumental but also hot and expressive. Sociologically his hot dialectic seems congruous

with the desire of people today to overcome difficulties.
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