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The Tokyo Prefectural Hand-made Lace Making Training School (1880-92)
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Abstract

The authors examine material about a Japanese hand-made lace making project planned in
1880 by the Ministry of Home Affairs and run by Tokyo Prefecture (now known as Tokyo
Metropolis) for 12 years under the name Tokyo Prefectural Hand-made Lace Making Training
School. General rules of the school, advertisements, syllabus, achievement tests and certificates,
newspaper accounts and other information reveal that this project was intended as a
vocational business for women of ex-warrior class families and it was hoped that it would give
rise to and stimulate export business, but in the end it did not unfold as hoped. Their original
intricate laceworks, however, featuring Japanese traditional patterns of flowers or plants were
highly evaluated at both the World and Internal Expositions at the time. The documents
reviewed reveal the challenging spirit of those involved with this project as they moved into

the ever more modern world.

Key words: Japanese domestic lacework (HZA[ERE L — <), Tokyo Prefectural Hand-made Lace
Making Training School (HEUJf L — X BiE ), documents owned by Tokyo
Metropolitan Archives (BB SN X FEIETEI X E), training course (FEHMRIE),
technique and design of lacework (L —XHED 72 = 27 & FH# 1 ), acceptance
of Western culture in clothing in the Meiji era (B D PaELIR il X AL 225D,
vocational business (JRFEFHZE)
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