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A Study of the Traditional Clothing of Vietnam
—From the Survey of 2014 and 2015—

Kumiko SHIMOMURA, Yoshiko TANII, Mieko INOMATA,

Natsuko KOHARA and PHAN Hai Linh

For the purpose of preserving traditional clothing and recording its history of Vietnam, the

authors visited Hoi An and Tan Chau Village in 2014 and in 2015. This paper offers a brief history

of Hoi An and reports the result of interviews with 25 Hoi An residents including experienced elderly

ex-tailors; the paper also details figures and describes traditional clothing such as the ao ba ba (jackets)

and the quan (bottoms) and formal traditional clothing for funeral attendants and the dead; the paper

also discusses ritual practices found mainly in Hoi An. In addition, the report looks at the process of

traditional manufacturing of a silk dye work using mac nua (ebony fruits) and other materials. This

includes chemical analysis and explanation of the dying handicrafts.
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